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1 resident Fletcher was keenly interested
in the athletic program of the University during his tenure. He recognized
early in his administration that an athletic conference was of major importance
to the NCAA Division 1 athletic program of HSU and schools in similar
situations. Fletcher took the lead in forming a multi-state conference. The
first annual meeting of the Trans America Athletic Conference was held in
Monroe, Louisiana, October 11, 1978, at which time Jesse C. Fletcher was
elected president of TAAC. He received word by the end of the month that
the conference had been approved as a voting member in the NCAA Division
I. By 1988, the University Athletic Conference reported the following:
With the Trans America Athletic Conference came the opportunity
for HSU athletic teams to compete for conference titles in basketball,
tennis, golf, baseball, rifle, and soccer. The athletes also had the
opportunity to vie for all-conference recognition.
The Cowboys have won several division and conference crowns in
the TAAC, including two TAAC championships and three western
division crowns in men's soccer and three western championships and
one TAAC title in baseball. HSU also dominated the conference in
men's volleyball, winning conference titles two of the three years the
TAAC offered volleyball as a varsity sport.
One of only 29 conferences in the country with an automatic bid
to the NCAA Division I basketball tournament, the TAAC continues
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to grow. The University of Texas-San Antonio and Stetson University
joined the league prior to the 1985-86 season and became eligible
for TAAC championships in 1987. The addition of these schools
enhances the TAAC's reputation as a major conference.
Great strides have also been made in the women's program, especially
in women's soccer, where the Cowgirls have become a national power
in just four years of existence.1
The Sports Hall of Fame was begun in 1979 to honor outstanding athletes
who have distinguished themselves in the annals of HSU athletic history.
In 1984, Dr. Fletcher had asked a committee under the leadership of
Faculty Athletic Committee chairman, Dr. Ed Hughes, to study a possible
non-scholarship football program. When the recommendation urged that
scholarship football should begin when funds were available, it was dropped.
In the fall of 1989, Dr. Fletcher asked Athletic Director Dr. Merlin Morrow
to work with a special committee including members of the Board of Trustees,
who were studying the financial picture of the school. They asked Morrow
what it would cost to bring football and women's basketball back into the
athletic program at non-scholarship level. Secondly, what was the feasibility
of moving all athletics to non-scholarship level? The escalating cost of athletics
coupled with the need to attract more students to the campus precipitated
these questions. If the number of students involved in intercollegiate athletics
could be doubled for approximately the same cost, both problems would
disappear.
The final recommendation included bringing back football and women's
basketball programs, making these sports and most other sports non-scholarship, and keeping baseball at the Division I (NCAA) level while moving
to a full complement of scholarships, under NCAA rules, within three years
of this decision. A substantial academic scholarship package available to all
students with high SAT and ACT scores provided incentive for many scholarathletes to attend HSU as it began its new program. All athletic scholarships
which were in place at the time were honored at the same amount until the
athletes completed their eligibility or schooling. Texas Intercollegiate Athletic
Association sponsored non-scholarship programs which included both men's
and women's sports. Dr. Donald Newberry, President of Howard Payne
University, was president of TIAA and recommended HSU to the league for
full membership on the school's request in the late fall of 1989. The school
was voted into the TIAA conference on November 21, 1989, and Jimmie
Keeling of Tyler, Texas, a man with thirty-five years of coaching experience,
was hired as the Head Football Coach. Heavy recruitment resulted in 119
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football players enrolling for the 1990 fall season.
Austin College came to play against the Cowboys at Shotwell Stadium
(Parramore Field was still being readied and bleachers were needed), and
although Austin College won the game 38-19, Danny Esqueda broke three
school records including a state record and a national record for kickoff
returns.2 Before this first season was over, HSU had won three games, signaling
that its program was to be competitive. The T1AA conference included Tarleton
State University, Howard-Payne University, McMurry University, Sul Ross
University, Hardin-Simmons University, Midwestern State University, and The
University of Dallas.
John J. Hunter has been the chief supporter of the Baseball program for
many years. Two of his sons-in-law played baseball at HSU. Over the years
Hunter has contributed funds and helped make the baseball field second only
to the field at the University of Texas. In 1984, the Salta Pipe Company owned
by Hunter built new bleachers and erected a new and superior lighting system.
The school administration recommended the facilities be named the John J.
Hunter Baseball Field, a name which the Trustees approved.
Larry Martindale was a member of the baseball pitching staff from 197779. He joined the coaching staff in 1980 and was named head coach in 1981.
At that time, Martindale was the youngest Division I head coach in the nation.
He guided HSU to Trans America Athletic Conference Western Division titles
in 1981 and 1982. In 1982, his team won the conference tournament and
entered the NCAA playoffs, a "first" for HSU. Martindale was honored by
fellow TAAC coaches by being named the conference Coach of the Year.3
Steve Arias was selected an NAIA All-American shortstop during this
period, and other strong players who made the All-Tournament team were
Shane Gravens, John Bradshaw, and Rich Klemke.4 The baseball team won
the TAAC Western Division in both 1985 and 1986.
The men's tennis teams began winning in 1976 and have continued to
show good representation to the present. In 1979, the tennis team placed
third in the TAAC Tournament, and took second place in the Midwestern
State University Invitational Tournament. The team took one first and two
second place wins in the annual HSU Tournament of 1978 and 1979. In 1983,
they placed first in NAIA District 8, and were NAIA National Champions.
The next year they brought home a second place trophy from Laredo, where
they competed in the Border Olympics. The team placed in NAIA in 1985
and 1986, won first place in the Border Olympics in 1988, and were first
place winners in NAIA District 8 in 1989. In 1979, the women's tennis team
placed second in the Midwestern State University Invitational Tournament
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and won the Wildcat Invitational meet. In 1983, they were the champions
in the same tourney, but the highlight of that year was placing first in the
Border Olympics, as did the men's team. The women were champions in
Laredo again in 1988, and the same year they placed second in the NAIA
District Tournament. They maintain strong entries to the present.
HSU experienced the best women's volleyball year ever in 1978, having
a 25-17 season. The team participated in the TAIA for Women, and placed
fourth, and advanced to the regional tournament. Kim Vinson came to HSU
on a volleyball scholarship and was part of this strong team, winning several
awards during her college years. Basketball for women was dropped in 1978
but volleyball continued and the team had a 21-19 season. They won a
tournament at Tarleton State University in 1979-80 and finished third at St.
Mary's in San Antonio.
Vinson became the assistant coach in 1982-83 while completing her
student teaching. The team had a 23-10 season and went to the NAIA
tournaments, where they finished fifth. In 1983-84, the team participated
in a new Oil County Athletic Conference for women's sports. They played
such teams as Oral Roberts University, University of Texas at San Antonio,
University of Texas at El Paso, and three other schools. They won the NAIA
district tournament in 1984-85 under Coach Vinson and won the Division
I conference tournament as well as finishing fourth in the Oil County Athletic
Conference tournament. Ann Lyn McElroy and Shelley Heath were voted the
Most Outstanding Players.
In 1986-87, the women's volleyball team had a 20-18 record and Karen
Peck won the Most Valuable Player award. Coach Vinson and the team were
involved in a bad highway accident returning from San Antonio, and Vinson
sustained serious injuries. Vinson's final year of coaching was in 1987-88,
and the team finished with a 23-16 record. As of 1989, Karen Peck had been
selected to the NAIA All-District Volleyball team three years in a row. Peck,
a senior from Garber, Oklahoma, was also named the Most Valuable Player
for HSU and was nominated for the Honda Inspirational Award, given by
NCAA and Honda. Jennifer Smith was another player selected to the NAIA
All-District team for 1988 and again for 1989.
In 1983, the Women's Basketball team joined five other universities in
forming a new NCAA Division I athletic conference.5 The 1984-85 team had
a 4-24 record and the program was dropped at the end of the year. Five years
later, however, Women's Basketball has returned to the campus as a nonscholarship sport.
In 1984, the men's volleyball team won the first TAAC Championship
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and repeated as champions in 1985. Cliff McAtee and Ricky Wade were chosen
Co-Most Valuable Players, and Kenny Bruggemann and Stan Parks were
selected all-tournament players. They had a 20-3 record, and Stan Parks was
voted Most Valuable Player. Men's Volleyball had a 14-9 record and finished
second in 1986. They played in the NCAA playoffs at Ohio State, but did
not advance. Men's Volleyball was stopped at the end of the season from NCAA
competition as the NCAA's Division 1 required only six sports instead of the
previous eight.
Women's soccer began in 1985. For the first time, the Women's Soccer
team of 1987 was one of the final four teams in the NALA, and the team
placed second in the entire nation in 1988. The team had three members
who were selected to the All-America Squad for the NA1A First Team: Peggy
Sifford, who was selected twice; Christy Ferguson; and Tonya Hyman.6 HSU
hosted the 1988 NALA National Tournament on campus.
Men's soccer began as a club team at HSU in 1975. In the fall of 1977,
HSU joined the Texas Collegiate Soccer League, and in 1978, the team finished
second in TCSL Division II. In the fall of 1979, they won the TCSL championship and the TAAC Tournament for the first time. In the fall of 1980,
the men's team ranked sixth in the Midwest Region and won the TAAC
championship again. In the 1984-85 season, Charles Okoye, Lin Powell, and
Owen Chong were named to the All-TAAC team. Okoye, Powell, and Billy
Griffiths were included in Soccer America as players with the potential to
play professional soccer.7 In 1986, the men's soccer team won the TAAC
Western Division Championship. Stan Levrets, who had been named MVP
of the HSU men's soccer team in 1978, was hired as head coach in 1990.
The golf teams during this administration placed among the top three
teams in many intercollegiate and invitational tournaments. In 1981, they
were the champions of the Bentwood Country Club Collegiate Invitational
Tournament. In 1989, the team won first place in the Mary Hardin-Baylor
Intercollegiate Tournament and placed second the following year. In the fall
of 1990, the Cowboys won the Sugartree Collegiate Invitational Tournament
by defeating thirteen Division I and Division II schools. The team lost first
place by only one stroke in the Trans America Athletic Conference Tournament
of 1990. Two All-Conference players were named: Drew Pounds and Scott
Harris. Scott Harris was also named a 1990 NCAA Division I Academic AilAmerican, one of only thirty-one in the nation.8
The decision to move all sports except baseball to a non-scholarship
program forced the dropping of riflery and cross-country running. Riflery
had begun in 1982, and was very competitive with HSU's ROTC base.9 The

293

Celebrating Centennial

main reason for this decision was the realization that 50 to 75 percent more
students could be involved in intercollegiate athletics for the same amount
of money being spent already. Over Fletcher's tenure, more sports had been
required by the NCAA to remain in Division I, and travel costs had escalated.
Scholarship commitments for existing students were honored but the focus
was on recruiting students who simply wanted to play intercollegiate sports
as part of their collegiate experience.
BUILDINGS
In the Spring of 1975, the J. E. and L. E. Mabee Foundation of Tulsa,
Oklahoma made a challenge grant of $1,000,000 for a new Athletic Complex
to be built on the site of the old Rose Field House. J. E. Mabee and Lottie
E. Boren who established the Foundation were born in Missouri. Because
of circumstances during their growing up years, they had almost no formal
education. They married in 1900 and moved to Oklahoma seven years later.
The couple had no children. "Their material successes resulted from hard
and constant labor and a faith and belief that such labor would bear its
reward."10
In 1948, the Mabees established this foundation and dedicated it to aiding
Christian charitable education, health research, and hospital organizations.
Upon their deaths in the early sixties, the bulk of their estates was left to
the foundation. There are many buildings throughout the southwestern United
States which bear the Mabee name.
The gift from the Mabee Foundation was to be consummated if the
University could raise a matching amount of $ 1,350,000. The total was pledged
by July 1, 1975. Tittle, Luther, and Loving Architectural firm designed the
53,500 square foot facility which includes a 2,700 seat basketball arena,
classrooms, offices, racquet ball courts, a workout area which houses Nautilus
equipment, a human performance laboratory, and the Athletic Hall of Fame.11
It took another four years to obtain enough funding to complete the complex
at a cost of over $2,500,000 plus furnishings. Well-known aerobics specialist
Dr. Kenneth Cooper of Dallas was the featured speaker at the September 1979
dedication.
The campus "Corner Bookstore" is located in the building that formerly
housed the Atkinson Drug Company and was dedicated in 1978. "The Corner"
was a drug store owned and operated by the late druggist, J. D. "Doc" Atkinson.
The store began to be operated by a corporation called Follett College Stores
in the late eighties, but continues to serve the campus. The floorspace of about
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7,000 square feet was formed from three different buildings remodeled at
a cost of $215,000.
A new observatory on campus was designed and built under the supervision of Don Bridges, Director of Physical Properties, in 1982. Funds for
the telescope, building, and dome were part of a science equipment grant
from the Sid Richardson Foundation of Fort Worth. For optimum performance, the observatory should have been located outside the city of Abilene
where light pollution would have been minimal. This would have been
inconvenient for student use, hence the location in front of Sid Richardson
Science Building.
The telescope is a Celestron 14" Cassegrainian, one of the finest small
telescopes made. It has the necessary accessories for astrophotography. Objects
which may typically be viewed include Sun (sunspots), Moon (craters, rilles,
scarps), stars (red giants, star clusters), galaxies (Andromeda), planets (Venus,
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn), and many nebulae. Classes in astronomy led by
Dr. Bill Helms and Dr. John Peslak, winner of the Cullen Teaching Award
in 1987, and classes in physical science and science education all use the
facility. At least fifteen hundred individual students have made observation
through the telescope since it was built. The Summer Threshold Program
also uses the observatory, and local school groups are regularly allowed access
to the facility.16
In September of 1986, funds came to HSU from the estate of Jack Frost
and his wife, Adele. Their gifts totaled over six million dollars in value and
the cash gift of $2,051,000, given a few years earlier, was the largest cash
gift ever given to HSU to that time. Part of the sum was used to construct
a new Art Center, and much of the rest eventually ended up in the endowment
fund. "Jack" Frost was a geologist, independent oil producer, and cattleman
who had graduated from Simmons College in 1919. Frost was a member of
the Board of Development, and was an active friend and supporter until his
death in 1970. Adele Frost was a friend and patron of the arts in San Antonio.
She died in 1986. Their gift made a crucial contribution at a time when West
Texas was in recession and many people who would like to have supported
the school were unable to do so. By action of the Board of Trustees on April
19, 1984, the facility was named in their honor,12 and opened in September
of 1984.
The J. E. and L. E. Mabee Foundation also provided a $750,000 challenge
grant for this building. Tittle, Luther and Loving Architects designed the
building with advice from Professor Ira Taylor, who had definite ideas about
creating an academically sound art program and an informal climate for
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students and faculty where creative ideas could be exchanged freely.
The Jack and Adele Frost Center for the Visual Arts was built by Mike
Klein General Contractors of Lubbock, Texas. It has 25,000 square feet and
contains the facilities and equipment for sculpturing, commercial design,
painting, printmaking, photography, and art education. An attractive, tiered
classroom has video capabilities, as does a seminar room. Six private studios
are available to those who have particular projects which require privacy.
To the left of the main entrance is a gallery area equipped with special lighting
to enchance the art shows; a senior art show is required for all fine arts majors,
an annual student art sale is held every Christmas, and faculty shows are among
the regular exhibits. The work court is a patio enclosure housing kilns designed
and built by Professor Bob Ho well.
As early as the late sixties, the administration conceived of a separate
building including a chapel, offices, and classrooms for the Division of Religion.
The family of Judge Otis Deall Kent owned the property bordered by Ambler
and Pine Streets. Judge Kent and his mother had promised they would donate
the land eventually to the University, so the school paid the annual taxes
on the land for many years. HSU's Dr. W. O. Beazley realized the importance
of this particular property for the future of the school and feared that the
property might be sold for commercial use. Beazley made thirteen trips to
Judge Kent's home in Rockport, Maryland, to negotiate a settlement. In 1962,
Kent gave to the University sixty feet out of Lot 10, Lot 4, North Park Addition,
and in 1964 he gave the remainder of Lot 10 and Lots 9 and ll.13
The 27,200 square foot Logsdon School of Theology was designed by
Tittle, Luther, and Loving Architects under the supervision of Dr. H. K. Neely,
Dean of the School of Theology, and built in 1988. The building was named
for Charles and Koreen (Willcox) Logsdon of Abilene, former students,
longtime friends, and benefactors of the school. Mr. Logsdon graduated in
1928 and Koreen in 1932. Charles Logsdon served as a trustee for fifteen
years and won the Keeter Award in 1972. He was serving on the Board's
Executive Committee when he died in October, 1981. In fulfillment of her
late husband's wishes, and as an expression of her love for the school, Koreen
Logsdon promised the largest gift in HSU history to that date.14 Six years
later, Koreen married vice president emeritus and longtime friend of the
Logsdons, Lee Hemphill. Dr. Fletcher performed the ceremony in the newly
completed Logsdon Chapel.
The chapel has seating for 350. The magnificent, multi-hued 30 X 41
foot stained glass window incorporates a dove, a cross, and an open Bible.
In addition to offices for the Theology faculty, the complex also includes six
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classrooms, a seminar room, a conference room, library, a faculty lounge,
and a recording studio where future pastors are able to view videotapes of
their preaching efforts. Rose & Sons, Inc. completed the building in 1988.
A pipe organ is to be installed in 1991. The $300,000 instrument, built
by the Houston firm Visser-Roland Associates, Inc., will be located in the
rear gallery. Katherine Grace (Logsdon) White, who earned a teacher's diploma
in piano in 1929 from Simmons University, provided funds to purchase this
instrument. Mrs. White, sister to Charles Logsdon, has served on the HSU
Academic Foundation and is a member of the University's Founder's Society.15
In the summer of 1987, a million dollar challenge grant was issued from
the Mabee Foundation. To receive this grant, the University had to raise $3.5
million within six months to build a new facility for the School of Business.
The main contribution was made by Rupert Harris Johnson, who pledged
$2.25 million. Johnson had attended Simmons College at age fifteen but left
his studies to serve in World War I. While he was in Europe, he received
an appointment to West Point Academy where he graduated in 1921. The
following year, Johnson earned a B.A. from Simmons College. Five of his
siblings also considered Simmons their alma mater.
Johnson had supported the University with financial gifts, beginning
during the late Dr. Sandefer's administration. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson lived
in New York City where he was a Wall Street broker and successful financier.
His gift for the building was given in memory of his parents, Albert W. and
Mary E. Johnson of Jones County and it was named in their honor.
Over one hundred other friends and alumni contributed to build this
beautiful addition to the campus. Rupert Johnson and many of the Johnson
family were present for the groundbreaking ceremony in 1989, but Johnson
died later that year before the School of Business building was opened in
October of 1990.
The 41,000 square foot, three-story brick structure was designed by Tittle,
Luther, and Loving architects. The plans purposely incorporated the huge
white columns at the entrances and the double staircase which were reminiscent
of Mary Frances Hall. The first floor houses two completely outfitted computer
laboratories, the dean's office, and a large multi-purpose room seating up to
350 people. On the second floor there are four seminar rooms and ten
classrooms, and faculty offices are.on the third floor.17
On September 21, 1990, the members of the Trustees and Board of
Development of Hardin-Simmons University dedicated the new Jake Sandefer
Athletic Field House, which includes sections for both the football and baseball
teams. The building honors the son of the late President Sandefer, J. D. "Jake"
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Sandefer II, who died in 1975. "Jake" was a four-sport letterman at Simmons
College and a lifelong supporter of the school and its sports teams. His son,
J. D. "Jakie" Sandefer of Houston gave the largest gift for the $550,000
fieldhouse. Other major gifts were added by Mr. and Mrs. A. B. "Stormy"
Shelton and Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Taylor, all of Abilene. Shelton, publisher of
the Abilene Reporter-News, is an HSU alumnus and a member of the Development Board. Shelton has given several important financial gifts to the
school. The Taylors are life members of the HSU President's Club, and Taylor
is a former member of the Development Board.18
A historical marker stands near the sidewalk in front of the Sandefer
Memorial Building. The marker, placed there in 1968, commemorates the
founding of the school in 1891, recounts that 44,000 students had been
enrolled to that time, and gives an abbreviated outline of the school's history.
The text was written by former President Rupert N. Richardson and graduate
and successful Abilene newswoman, historian, and author, Katharyn Duff.
The fountain in the middle of campus, the clock on the outside of Moody
Student Center, the granite signs at the entrances, some of the actual sidewalk
pavings, the white gazebo by the reflecting pool, the magnificent Carillon
Bells, paintings, busts, and other accessory pieces of value, and many of the
endowed scholarships have been individual Class Gifts donated through the
years. Every single addition is enjoyed by those who work at the school and
by each group of students who attend.
Although the campus continues to be referred to affectionately as "The
Forty Acres," the main campus now comprises fifty-four acres, and the campus
Annex which includes the rodeo grounds and the married student housing
area has 143 acres making a total of 197 acres.
A Western Heritage Center is being planned on the twenty acres of land
which are part of the HSU Annex adjacent to Grape Street. It is projected
to be a multi-faceted facility which will be patterned after a working ranch
headquarters. The acreage was dedicated in 1989 when the family of the late
Guy Caldwell pledged a major gift to HSU. The Caldwell gift will fund the
Headquarters Building, the administrative office for the complex.19
ALUMNI DIRECTOR
Because there are thousands of alumni scattered all over the world, a
Director of Alumni Affairs was needed who would work with both graduates
and ex-students. Truett Latimer was the first to direct activities for this group
both on and off campus, beginning in the fifties. (Latimer was, simultaneously,
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the Representative from the 84th District of Texas). For many years the Range
Rider mailout has kept this group informed about the important news of the
college. Information is gathered and distilled by the alumni director so that
readers can learn of changes in personnel, highlights in athletics, new academic
programs, new buildings, and new co-curricular activities, as well as news
from the alumni to be shared with former classmates. Kenneth Hill, one of
the school's most ardent supporters ever, was Alumni Director during most
of the 1950s and 1960s. "Ken's Kolum" was popular reading in the Range
Rider.
The alumni director is responsible for having a booth advertising HSU
at both the annual Southern Baptist Convention and the BGCT Convention.
In 1970, the Baptist Public Relations Association presented the HSU booth
with an Award of Merit for its design and advertising publications.
The director arranges receptions all over the continent to allow alumni
an opportunity to be together and to meet some of the present administration.
The director, also, works with about forty students each year who make up
the Student Foundation, young people chosen because of good academic
standing, interest in recruiting other potential students, and ability to represent
the school well at public receptions and in presentations to individual donors.
The forerunner of the Student Foundation Organization may have been
the group of student representatives chosen in 1970 by a steering committee
composed of representatives of the Student Congress and the Administrative
Staff, and named the SPURS (Students Promoting University Relations) in
1971. Three years later the organization expanded its purpose to include
raising money for scholarships, and the name was changed to Student
Foundation. This group goes to McAllen, Texas, each February to harvest
oranges and grapefruit in groves which were donated to the school by Dr.
and Mrs. H. W. Mclntyre of Sweetwater. In 1968, the Mclntyres gave HardinSimmons thirty acres of land in the Rio Grande Valley near Mission. Ten acres
of the land were covered by the citrus grove, and the remainder was in
cultivation. In 1972, some of the students decided to organize a weekend
caravan to go to the valley and harvest as much of the orange crop as possible.
A total of 23,000 pounds were picked. The fruit was taken to the processing
shed where a friend and generous benefactor of the school, Othal Brand, made
possible the washing, drying, waxing, grading, and boxing—free of charge.
The first day's work produced 540 boxes of oranges. All those on campus
who made a contribution of $1.00 or more were given a sack of oranges,
and a large box of oranges was given to larger donors.
Every year since, the thousand mile round trip is taken, weather per-
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mitting. The fruit is now sold to raise student scholarship money. In 1989,
some $ 12,000 in profit was translated into at least a dozen $ 1,000 scholarships
for deserving students.
One of the traditions that ex-students have enjoyed is returning to campus
for Homecoming weekends each fall. Athletic events, the Keeter Award
Luncheon, and the Annual All-School Sing make up the major portion of
this special weekend.
Each spring, a function of the director is to involve the graduates of fifty
years before in a meeting on campus to celebrate Founders Day. Those who
return have the opportunity of seeing the changes in the physical appearance
of the campus, enjoy reminiscing together, and attend a ceremony held beside
the small cemetery triangle in the center of campus in memory of the University
founders. As the number of alumni grow and interested alumni suggest new
ideas, the job description of the alumni director grows in proportion. During
the Centennial year, the school was fortunate in having a young alumnus,
Laura (Warren) Moore, as Alumni Director and Coordinator of Alumni
Relations. Her creativity resulted in the Centennial Plaza as well as the
expedition of several other centennial celebrations.
MEDIA RELATIONS
The University's media relations office strives to keep various constituencies informed about the University, its students, faculty, staff, alumni, and
various actions of boards.
Charles R. Richardson, veteran journalist and public relations specialist,
rejoined the HSU administrative staff in August, 1982, after a nine-year
absence, and has directed the news and information program since that time.
He was in his sixteenth year of service with the University during the 199091 school year, as he worked for the third presidential administration (Landes,
Skiles, and Fletcher).
Richardson's orientation is clear:
We strive to put Hardin-Simmons University forward by the means
of legitimate news. Our intent is to always advance the cause of
Christian education .... Our experience has taught us to tell the truth
because the University's credibility is important.20
Richardson was given membership in the "Hall Of Fame" of the Texas Baptist
Public Relations Association in February of 1990.
The media relations office offers an aggressive program of coverage to
the local media: the Abilene Reporter-News newspaper, KTAB-TV, KRBC-
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TV, KTXS-TV, and local radio stations. The office is also interested in serving
the Baptist constituency in Texas and the nation—one example comes from
a 1990 story on two Soviet exchange students at HSU whose story and
photograph later appeared in a newspaper in the USSR.
STUDENT LIFE
Shortly after taking office, President Fletcher, in order to allow interaction
between himself and the students, began to meet with presidents of the various
organizations on the campus for mutual sharing each month. This innovation
became a popular time for students to meet personally with Dr. Fletcher and
has continued throughout his presidency.21 Fletcher has depended on Dr.
Ross Johnson, Vice-President for Student Affairs, who began his service at
HSU in 1975.
Students of the eighties appeared to have more disposable income than
earlier generations did. Traditionally, relatively few even then had money to
dress fashionably, to own cars, computers, and receive monthly spending
allowances, while the majority not only worked part-time, but often took five
or six years to complete "a four-year program" because they had to work twenty
hours or more each week to pay for college expenses.
Students are required to live in dormitories until they have completed
60 hours of study or have become 21 years of age. Exemptions are made
for those students living at home with immediate family. All students living
on campus must purchase a meal plan.
The student dilemma regarding social dancing has come up for discussion
many times. Should it or should it not be sponsored by the University? Every
discussion ends with the decision to allow off-campus dances to be sponsored
by faculty who volunteer, but dances are not held officially on campus. Many
Christians do not think social dancing encourages appropriate behavior and
want a continuing commitment from the school to encourage personal piety.
Other Christians disagree, so the debate regarding on-campus dances recurs
often.22
One other small but significant change in campus rules was the "no
smoking" policy adopted in September of 1990. Medical research conducted
over many years had proven that cigarette smoking causes lung cancer. All
over America, there were new rules passed against smoking in public places.23
Reata was a campus news magazine begun in the 1980s under Professor
Randy Armstrong in the Department of Communications and Theatre. It served
as a laboratory project and, to some extent, a forum for student views.
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Published annually, this slick magazine using color generally honored a
permanent staff or faculty person each year by including a story about them
and photographs of them. One of the most interesting articles was published
in 1985 about Royston Campbell Crane, the only son of Judge R. C. and
Mamie Crane of Sweetwater. As a student attending Simmons College in 1919,
he did all the illustrations for both the Brand and the 1919 Bronco.24 Most
of the art in the Bronco depicts both the collegiate and militaristic atmosphere
which prevailed during 1918-1919. Roy Crane, as he would be known to
millions of readers worldwide, left Simmons College for the University of
Texas. He then worked for both the Fort Worth Record and the Austin
American as a cartoonist before joining the staff of the New York World
in 1922. From 1924 to 1943, his daily cartoon titled Wash Tubbs. later to
be called Captain Easy, became popular with thousands of readers. In 1943,
he was invited to join the New York American newspaper, one of William
Randolph Hearst's papers. Crane developed his second major cartoon strip
called Buz Sawyer. The Sawyer character was a handsome, young Navy pilot
with a loyal sidekick named Roscoe Sweeny. The two characters became
fictional heroes stemming from World War II, and in a few short years, Buz
Sawyer was carried by 550 newspapers in ten countries and was read by an
estimated forty million people daily. Crane took an active part in the daily
production of this famous strip until his death in 1977 at the age of seventysix. After seventy-nine years, HSU enjoys a legacy from Roy Crane forever
captured on the pages of the 1919 Bronco.
New clubs formed to meet the needs of the students. In the early 1980s,
a group called Young Republicans was active. Members were concerned with
becoming well-informed about political issues. For a few years, the club
became inactive, but new interest was formed in the 1990-91 school year
to reactivate the Young Republicans Club and to form a Young Democrats
Club as well.
Epsilon Pi Alpha and Alpha Phi Omega, two service organizations for
women and men respectively, encouraged students to participate in service
projects on campus and throughout the community. Alpha Iota Omega, a
social club for women, encourages involvement in all HSU-related activities
and student affairs and sponsors social functions and service projects. Theta
Alpha Zeta, a men's social club, began in 1988. Sigma Alpha Women's Social
Club was founded in 1988 as the dream of three young women living in
Behrens Hall to promote Christian fellowship and a close sisterhood among
women on campus.
To encourage involvement by older students on campus, Alpha Epsilon
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Omega was formed in 1989. This service club involves itself in community
projects such as Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Abilene, the Noah Project,
Abilene State School, and Hospice of Abilene. The purposes of the club include
sharing information, giving mutual support, and taking part in social and
intramural activities. The Black Student Fellowship is sponsored by the
Religious Activities Office, and Collegians for Racial Harmony was formed
in 1989.
Various departmental organizations abound. In 1988, the Physical Science
Club was formed as a joint organization of the Physics and Chemistry
Departments. The club invites speakers on science topics to campus and
provides exhibitions at area public schools.
The International Education Committee fostered, emphasized, and
developed a distinctive Studies Abroad Program in 1985. The Committee
cooperates with the Education Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention in its program of foreign studies and encourages participation abroad
and in exchange programs for students and faculty. The programs involve
the earning of academic credit. The annual undergraduate catalogue describes
the opportunities offered: "While the Studies Abroad Program has been
especially appealing to language, art, history, and political science majors,
there are many other programs available."25
Early each December, the Christmas season is officially ushered on to
campus by a Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. Two or three hundred gather
in the cool darkness around a huge evergreen tree brought usually from New
Mexico and decorated with multicolored lights. The group sings Christmas
carols accompanied by brass instruments, President Fletcher reads a Gospel
excerpt of the birth of Christ, people exchange greetings, and as the group
counts aloud "one, two, three," the University Queen switches on the lights.
The crowd moves to the student center for cookies and hot punch, made
by members of the Round Table.
Madrigal dinners, based on medieval celebrations, have been held for
three consecutive years each December. Students dressed in seventeenth
century costume, serve a Christmas meal, and sing and play madrigals for
the guests.
Adopt-A-School program was begun by the Abilene Independent School
District in 1986, and HSU chose to join the program. Faculty and students
go to speak each year at a nearby elementary school, members of the band
have gone to show and play instruments, art students have directed art
activities, and the six white horses have been brought to the schoolchildren.
Students from the elementary school have participated in activities on campus
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in the hope that they will set personal goals which include college studies.
The other two universities in the city and several businesses have become
involved in this creative program.26
Contemporary Christian soloists or groups popular at the time have been
brought to campus each year. There have been outstanding speakers on
campus, also, including the Christian Senator Mark Hatfield, Jean-Michelle
Cousteau, son of world-famous underwater explorer Jacques Cousteau,27
movie star Charlton Heston,28 intellectual author and commentator William
F. Buckley,29 Henry Cisneros, former mayor of San Antonio, and Dr. Vladimir
Sakharov, once described by the CIA's Chief of the Soviet Russia Division
as "the most knowledgeable defector on record." Sakharov came in 1989 before
the Berlin Wall was torn down to speak on the problems the Soviet Union
was having with minorities, with youth, and with the immediate necessity
of the overhauling of the Soviet economy, as well as their foreign diplomacy.30
Summer non-academic programs on campus are arranged for by Mrs.
Linda (Rob) Carleton, Associate Dean for Student Development. The schedule
includes cheerleading camps, youth groups, adult retreats, athletic camps,
and various workshops. During the week before school officially begins, she
works with the Admissions area to provide annual New Student Orientation.
Incoming students are divided into small groups for informational lectures
and question/answer periods, and join together for events such as sports,
evening music and theatre performances, campfires, and a tour of Abilene.
A Volunteer Fair was held for the first time in 1990 to heighten awareness
about opportunities for community service. Mrs. Carleton, Dr. Paula Windham,
and Dr. Ross Johnson, Vice-President for Student Development, offered a
video-based program on improved communication to staff and faculty to
enhance inter-office procedures and public relations. In 1989, Student
Development faculty members also coordinated an All-School Christmas Party,
which has become an annual event.31 Another enriching experience in extracurricula life was the Missionsfest held in April of 1990. Foreign Missions
Board President R. Keith Parks and missionaries from around the world came
for two days to bring information and exhibits about the countries where
they serve and the results they observe as God changes people and attitudes.
Elderhostel, a special summer program of non-credit courses for people
sixty years or older, was held on campus for two summers during the eighties.
This is a nationwide program which allows older citizens to study, to reside
in the dormitories at minimal cost, and to experience the geography and culture
of the area.32
Among the many class gifts generously appropriated to the school over
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the years was the purchase of a Schulmerich "Campanile Bells" instrument
reintroducing the ringing of bells as part of campus life. The Class of 1930
donated the money for this in honor of their fiftieth reunion in 1980. The
system consists of miniature bell units of bronze metal which are struck by
metal hammers to produce the tonal equivalent of 10,712 pounds of cast
bells. The bells strike hourly from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. daily, and pre-recorded
tape cartridges often play a pre-determined number of music selections at
chosen times of the day.33
Western Heritage Day is celebrated annually on the first day of the HSU
Rodeo. The first celebration of Western Heritage Day was held in 1981 in
front of the Sid Richardson Science Center. The campus family plus a few
invited guests participated in that first festival. Drs. Lawrence Clayton and
B. W. Aston cooked over mesquite coals for the enjoyment of the crowd.
Drs. George Newman, B. W. Aston and Lawrence R. Clayton, who had
conceived the idea of a western celebration, decided to expand it the next
year and to invite some elementary school children to the campus. A chuck
wagon, farrier, blue-grass band, hat maker, and branding exhibit, and "Nubbin,"
a ranch horse from Newman's Bullhead Ranch in Andrews County, provided
fun for the spectators. His last appearance was during the Spring of 1988
before he died at the age of 30 years. At the second festival, the tradition
was begun of giving star-shaped badges stamped "H-SU Sheriffs Posse" to
each child in attendance. Approximately 600 children attended in 1982. By
1989, this number had burgeoned to 5,000. Two to three weeks prior to
each annual Western Heritage Day, several faculty and staff get together at
Newman's farm and enjoy a barbecue while they brand boards with HSU
branding irons. The branded boards are given to teachers who accompany
their classes so that they have a memento to hang in their classrooms. Exhibits
expanded to include melodramas, livestock, roping exhibits, musical groups,
quilters, and storytellers, also.
This annual celebration of a part of the University heritage has deeper
meaning than the obvious good time enjoyed by all who participate. Great
strength, fortitude, and faith in God helped most of the pioneers to strike
out in a covered wagon and head into unknown country. Many of these wagons
were driven by pioneer women, while their husbands rode horseback herding
cattle to new destinations. Courage, perseverance, integrity, and commitment
to a cause were attributes shared by these early West Texans. Lee and Lou
C. Evans, the great uncle and great aunt of Professor Newman, established
an endowment through their wills to help ensure the future of Western Heritage
Day at HSU.
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Western emphasis has extended to annual Western Art Shows and
receptions which have brought up to fifty artists together with lovers of western
themes portrayed in several media. In 1983, one of the visiting artists, Bill
Chappell, was commissioned to create an official HSU Cowboy bronze sculpture
and a limited edition of one hundred were sold. The sculpture has been
photographed and used as the official University logo.
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Prior to 1974, a student security patrol under the director of the Maintenance Department secured the campus as well as possible. A former sheriffs
deputy, David Hodges, was hired in 1974 as their director, but it was not
until President Fletcher arrived that a campus-wide committee was formed
to study security operations. Hodges died in 1980, and Clifford Wheeler,
a certified police officer, fireman, firearms instructor, and security officer
instructor, expanded the services.
In 1980, a training program for private security officers began to be offered
at HSU. The next year, the Board passed a resolution to create a statecommissioned law enforcement agency under Wheeler. Budget cuts in 1987
reduced the number of staff to Wheeler, one assistant, and a secretary, plus
contracted security guards from Supreme Alarm Company. Wheeler resigned
shortly after, and the next year, the school returned to the use of HSU personnel
only. In June of 1990, the Police Department became responsible for the
telephone switchboard in the evenings in order to have constant telephone
security coverage for the students.
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS
In September, 1990, the celebration of the one hundred years of history
began. The following events deserve listing because they are fairly typical of
a year's events on campus, and some of these will remind exes of memories
of similar occasions enjoyed in years past. Highlights in September included
Convocation with Dr. Lauro Cavazos, U.S. Secretary of Education, giving the
challenge address; the first football game, played between HSU and Austin
College at Shotwell Stadium (HSU lost); the dedication of the Jake Sandefer
Field House; an All University Volunteer Fair held for the first time to encourage
students to give some time to community needs; and a photographic slide
presentation given by B. W. Aston, Head of the Department of History, entitled
"100 Years of Memories."
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For three evenings in early October, the faculty of the School of Theology
held an old-fashioned Brush Arbor Revival. The speaker was Dr. Peter James
Flamming, former pastor of First Baptist Church, Abilene, coming from the
First Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. During the autumn also, the
Johnson Building for the School of Business was dedicated and officially
opened; the English Department sponsored a Poetry Reading with nationallyrecognized author Elizabeth Adcock; a two-day symposium on "The Future
of Private and Denominational Colleges" attracted over 150 scholars from
across the United States and Canada with the keynote speaker being Dr. Martin
E. Marty of The University of Chicago, author of forty books, and the most
widely-quoted church historian on the continent; the Music Department
scheduled dozens of recitals including a concert of works by Dr. T. W. "Jack"
Dean, performed by the Chorale, the Concert Choir, and the "Simmons
Classic," a small group of some of the best vocal musicians in the school;
and theatre students gave performances of Federico Garcia Lorca's "The House
of Bemarda Alba" to begin the 1990-91 theatre season.
In November, Homecoming 1990 was held, and a highlight was an Art
Show of works by alumni from many years; HSU played football against
Howard Payne University and lost after a hard-fought game; and late in
November, A. C. Greene, popular Texas writer and newspaper journalist, was
brought to campus to speak by the Friends of the Richardson Library group.
At the time of this writing, the University looks forward to the
groundbreaking for the Guy Caldwell Visitor's Center (planned as the initial
building of the Western Heritage Center); the annual Faculty/Staff Appreciation Dinner; a special centennial tribute to Dr. Irl Allison by the School
of Music which will include a visit to campus by world-renowned pianist
Van Cliburn; the annual Western Heritage Day, and graduates of 1940 will
celebrate their fiftieth reunion on Founder's Day and the annual Rodeo in
April. The celebrations are expected to culminate with the prospective graduates of 1990 burying a time capsule in the center of the new Centennial Square.
This square will be made of granite blocks on which are engraved the names
of people associated with the school. The new plaza is planned with the hope
that it will be the central meeting place—the heart of the campus—even as
it is the physical center of campus. The names will remind each new group
of students that they also are becoming a part of the history of HSU.
Hardin-Simmons University has long been an accredited institution of
higher learning. HSU is presently accredited by The Commission on Colleges
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award Associate,
Bachelor's and Master's degrees, Council on Social Work Education, National
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Association of Schools of Music, National League for Nursing, Texas Education
Agency, and the Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas. The school
has memberships in the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, the Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs, the
American Mathematic Society, the Association of Southern Baptist Colleges
and Schools, the Association of Texas Colleges and Universities, the Mathematical Association of America, and the Texas Association of Schools of Art.
Alumnae of the University are approved for membership in the American
Association of University Women.34
President Fletcher announced his plans to retire in July of 1990 to become
effective June 1, 1991. A mixture of regret over his leaving is mingled with
guarded anticipation over the coming of a new chief administrator. Will he/
she be able to guide this great institution into the twenty-first century as well
as the twelve presidents have directed it through its first one-hundred years?
President Fletcher once said, "Christians have sometimes argued over
which is more important, the gift or the giver. It is a moot point. They are
part of the same cloth: God at work in our midst through his servants."35
This twelfth president has given the school the gift of his presence for nearly
fourteen years, and by acting as giver, has benefited the institution beyond
measure with his multiple talents and extraordinary number of spiritual gifts.
One of his repeated themes is that HSU acts as a mission point, explaining
that a mission point is located in some strategic area in the name of a church
for a particular missionary endeavor:
James B. Simmons, a New York clergyman with a great missionary
vision, invested in Hardin-Simmons as a mission point. The Sweetwater
Baptist Association founded it as an extension of their work .... Men
and women for a century have given themselves in Christian labor
and its cause believing it to be a mission point. The key is, do we
try to share with [all who attend] the faith that has made a difference
in our lives and is at the heart of the University's mission?36
Another of Fletcher's repeated themes concerns "the other classroom";
The other classroom at Hardin-Simmons University is any place where
a student and a member of the University community have an opportunity to learn together what it means to be a Christian in this
world and how Christians react to problems and adversity and personal
challenges. The other classroom is convened in discipline actions, and
response to illness or accident or tragedy. The other classroom often
convenes when word comes of the loss of a loved one. And it meets
regularly around conflict or disagreement. We take the other classroom
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seriously at Hardin-Simmons University.37
President Fletcher believes that conveying a sense of community is
everyone's business and must come from everybody, including the President
and the custodians. His availability to students, his personal charisma, and
his unfailing response to individuals have proven that he believes in the sense
of community and desires that it continue when he becomes Chancellor in
the summer of 1991.

