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Richardson's Administration Continues

Wihen Rupert N. Richardson became

the chief administrator in 1943, fewer than one thousand students were
enrolled and by the last year of World War II (1944-45), that number had
decreased even more.1 In the fall of the academic year 1945-46, enrollment
increased significantly and by the next year the fall enrollment reached about
1,400.2 In 1948-49, the fall enrollment was around 2,000, the highest
enrollment in the history of the school for full-time students, both undergraduate
and graduate. G.I. veterans made up the largest part of this increase. In the
fall semester of 1949, the number had dropped slightly and enrollment of
full-time students continued to decrease for several years. Some statistics show
extremely high figures for the years 1948 through 1951, brought about
primarily by veterans and teachers returning during summer semesters for
further certification and for master's degrees to qualify for increased salaries
under the Gilmer-Aiken bill.3 Among the sixty Baptist colleges and universities
in the Southern Baptist Convention, Hardin-Simmons was third in size, behind
Baylor University and the University of Richmond during these post-war years.
There were waiting lists for every dormitory, and Ferguson Hall added
beds in the study rooms. Many students were forced to board in town.
Fortunately, they could safely hitch-hike to and from school, and townspeople
freely offered rides to students.4
In 1947, tuition and fees increased approximately twenty-five percent,5
and faculty salaries were raised. Commencement exercises were held for the
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first time that year in August as well as in May. Of the many resident students,
211 were ministerial students, and 86 were missionary students. In 1948,
309 students graduated, a number far exceeding any preceeding year.6 "Up
until about 1946 the number of Master of Arts degrees granted annually
generally was from about eight to twenty. During 1948 the number was twentynine, and in 1949 it more than doubled by reaching a total of sixty-one."7
The religious affiliation of students during this postwar era is noteworthy.
In 1948, although there were 1,330 of Baptist affiliation and 145 Methodists,
the school served forty-three Presbyterians, forty Church of Christ, thirtyfour First Christian, twenty-three Catholics, and a few from the Episcopal,
Lutheran, and Church of God congregations. More unusual, three students
came from Greek Orthodox backgrounds, five claimed Christian Science
affiliation, one student was Jewish, one was a Mormon, and sixty-one claimed
no religious affiliation.8 There had been a lower birth rate during the years
of the Great Depression, and babies who were born at that time were now
entering college, but the lesser numbers were augmented by students returning
from the war. Teachers returned for graduate work during the summer
semester because of the promises made by the Gilmer-Aiken Bill. This group,
coupled with a greater number of extension students, accounts for the
extremely high numbers recorded.9 Of the 590 degrees granted that year,
149 were Master's degrees.10 By 1950, more than 1,500 preachers and 150
missionaries who had received training at HSU were ministering around the
globe. Over 4,500 academic degrees had been granted since 1895, of which
over 600 were Masters of Arts.11 By 1950-51, the enrollment began to decline.
Fewer veterans were attending school. Although graduating classes were large,
1951-52 showed another substantial decline. By 1952-53, the enrollment had
declined to about 1,300.12
Some later administrators have expressed the thought that the enrollment
level could have been maintained and perhaps increased as the fifties continued
if President Richardson had been more able in the art of fundraising and more
available to travel for the purpose of recruiting. His hands were more than
full trying to add buildings for housing and other purposes, however. The
burning of the building which contained forty percent of all classroom space
at the very time in which twice the space was needed might have overwhelmed
a man of lesser stature. The largest number of classes in the school's history
had to be rescheduled so that students were placed in every available classroom,
in the University Baptist Church nearby, and even in the President's own home.
A new Abilene Hall had to be completed in record time. The huge student
population required him to interview and hire many more faculty, and the
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unusual maturity of the student population demanded curriculum additions
and improvements. Experienced veterans were prepared to work hard. They
questioned the lecturers more than younger students normally had, and most
demanded a rigorous curriculum. The great spurt of growth brought about
by veterans returning to the athletic program brought him separate challenges.
They were seasoned, tough athletes ready to take on any level of competition.
After these first few years of crisis management, the next challenge was
to raise sufficient funds to cover the payment of the new Sandefer Memorial
Administration Building as well as the indebtedness of other buildings now
constructed. A major building repair program was launched. Improved quantity
and quality of equipment was sorely needed by faculty.13 At long last it was
proposed that the University hire a full-time field man to concentrate solely
on endowment development, but this was not implemented until 1959 when
Lee Hemphill came at the invitation of the next president, Evan A. Reiff. Being
first a teacher himself, Richardson went to the Board several times during
his tenure to ask permission to raise faculty and staff salaries14 and was somewhat
successful, but salaries continued to lag behind salaries offered at private
colleges and were a long way behind state school salaries.
In 1949, the Board purchased ten acres of land on Grape Street. This
purchase was one of many procurements of land around the University, which
have taken place when the real estate was given or sold to the school, allowing
much more acreage than the favorite HSU slogan "Life on the Forty Acres"
implies.
The amount of funding for scholarships grew steadily year by year. In
the early forties, scholarships totalling around $20,000 were granted; of this
amount, $ 12,000 was granted to ministers, their wives and children, and those
training to be missionaries or going into other special Christian service. The
remainder was used for service scholarships, grants to students with financial
needs, and rewards for academic excellence. The BGCT contributed approximately $ 10,000 annually to the maintenance of the University.15 The Women's
Missionary Union groups of the area often gave a few hundred dollars for
women preparing to go into mission work of any kind. Several churches in
Abilene and the surrounding area made annual donations towards the work
of the school above their regular financial gifts to the Cooperative Program
of the BGCT. This generosity allowed the school to educate some students
almost free of charge. These provisions have continued.
In the mid-forties, the school was being directed by a strong group of
trustees including J. D. Sandefer, Jr., George S. Anderson, C. M. Caldwell,
J. C. Hunter, W. P. Wright, O. D. Dillingham, andT. T. Harris. The endowment
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in 1945 was over $ 1,250,000. The trustees reported an income of over $63,000
from endowment moneys for a return of slightly more than five percent, which
was excellent in those years.16 About $30,000 of the endowment funds were
handled by the Baptist Foundation annually in these years.17 The Baptist
Foundation of Texas had been established in 1930 as an incorporated agency
of the BGCT. The Foundation was created to receive and manage gifts for
the benefit of institutions, agencies and ministries supported by Texans and
Southern Baptists. From the time the school began reporting to the Baptist
General Convention of Texas, the Baptist Foundation started to handle a
percentage of the endowment funds. The Board of Trustees is in charge of
the remainder. The endowment idea voiced earlier by George Anderson was
becoming reality:
At about the turn of the century the suggestion was made to George
S. Anderson, now senior member of the Board of Trustees, that a
campaign be launched for $25,000 to endow Simmons College. The
little school then consisted of one building, four or five teachers, and
less than one hundred students on a grassburr- infested hill two miles
from Abilene. Tou don't build a barrel around a bung hole,' he said,
'you have to have the barrel before you've the bung hole. First, let
us get something out there to endow . . . Hardin- Simmons University
now has something to endow. It has fifteen or twenty thousand exstudents; its plant of more than a dozen buildings is filled to capacity.'18
By 1945, the physical plant of the University was valued at $963,537.69.
There was no indebtedness against the University. Rarely are individual donors
mentioned in annual reports, but in 1944, and again in 1947, it was mentioned
that Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Wasson of Big Spring created trusts which benefited
HSU to the value of approximately a quarter of a million dollars.19 There has
often been a campaign for help in funding from among the students, staff,
and faculty. The Campus Campaign for finances in 1945-46 was led by John
Earl Seelig, a senior from Fredericksburg, and the final amount of pledges
made by students and faculty amounted to over $23,000, thereby topping
a goal set at $21,000.20 Seelig later married his college sweetheart, Virginia,
and in the midst of busy professional lives, they have been ardent supporters
of HSU during all the intervening years by service on the Boards, donations,
and informal recruitment of new students.
Even though a greatly increased enrollment was bringing increased
income from student tuition, in 1950, for instance, it was determined that
approximately half a million dollars a year more was needed. This money
would have to come from other sources such as gifts for operational purposes
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and income from endowments.23
Expenditures for a more highly trained faculty, better library, and laboratory
facilities to offer adequate graduate work, coupled with declining enrollment
and rising prices, made it difficult to avoid a deficit in operations in 1951,
after five years of being debt free.24 The endowment at the end of Richardson's
term as president in 1953 totalled over a million and a half dollars, at least
$250,000 less than was needed to balance the budget.25
BUILDINGS
Cowden-Paxton Hall, built in 1941 for $87,000, was used as a men's
dormitory. The building was named after the Cowden family since Cowden
Hall had burned down in 1922. The name of George Paxton was used by
school administrators to honor contributions by him and his family. The same
Paxton who had owned the hardware store and had known the late President
Pope, had become president of Citizens National Bank of Abilene, longtime
supporter of HSU, and President of the Board of Trustees for many years.
He died in 1935. The building has been converted in recent years for use
as the Family Counseling Center and classrooms for graduate studies in the
Family Ministries program. In 1980 the building was renovated, and within
five years, its replacement cost had risen to nearly $400,000. For a while,
some upstairs rooms were made into bedrooms for overnight visitors to the
campus.
The Endowment and Building Campaign of the early 1940s lengthened
because of the obvious, immediate need for classroom space and housing
created by returning war veterans. In 1945, the section of Hickory Street which
passed through the campus was closed off.26 There were perhaps as many
as a dozen temporary buildings placed on campus following World War II,
at least five of these donated by the federal government. The Federal Works
Administration moved the structures from Camp Barkeley and put them in
proper order for use free of charge. One of these buildings was completed
by the school at a cost of $20,000 and used as the bookstore, replacing the
bookstore in the basement of old Abilene Hall. Another building, named G.I.
Hall, was used as temporary classroom space after fire destroyed Abilene Hall.
One building, named the Veterans Guidance Center, was converted in 1952
into an office building for the military science staff.27
Additional housing was desperately needed. In 1947, HSU and the federal
government provided sixty-four family units and forty units for single veterans
in the Grape Street vicinity. Twenty-five trailer houses were located along
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Pine and Ambler Streets. The school later embraced the Baptist principle of
declining all. federal aid except for that going directly to students.
One of the major building projects of the forties was Hunter Hall, built
at a cost of $225,000 to accommodate 120 girls. Architect F. C. Olds guided
the construction of this building to its opening in January of 1947. Men in
the oil industry contributed most of the cost of the building as a memorial
to their former associate, Texas oilman J. C. Hunter, who had been successful
as a county official, banker, and rancher before he went into the oil business
in 1926. Over a lifetime of success in oil and service to the community, he
had been the recipient of many awards and honors from the city of Abilene
and from the oil industry.29 The master of ceremonies at the dedication of
Hunter Hall was Eugene Holman, President of Standard Oil Company and
a graduate of HSU. The idea of such a memorial apparently originated with
J. D. Sandefer, Jr., oilman and President of the School Trustees at the time.
W. P. Wright, Wallace Pratt, George Hill, Jack Frost, W. B. Murray Jr., Millard
A. Waters, Clay Allen, Emmett Boyd, B. L. Temple ton, Ben F. Allen, and other
outstanding men contributed to this project.29 In 1990 overnight guest
accommodations were made available on one side of the Hunter Hall dormitory,
with bed linens donated by the Round Table Club.
Rose Field House became over the years a house of dreams and precious
memories. Due to the imagination of University business manager E. W.
Ledbetter and the financial and physical assistance of builder Oscar Rose and
his wife, the building was brought piece by piece from Camp Barkeley and
reassembled on a 100 x 200 foot foundation laid by Rose Construction
Company. Its most unusual feature was the Lamella roof constructed of wood
and covering 18,000 square feet—the only other lamella roof in Texas is
constructed of steel and covers Houston's Astrodome.30
The building contained a vanishing stage using hydraulic jacks and
motors; the floor was finished to be used as a gymnasium. Sliding bleachers
plus chairs provided by an alumni fund-raising campaign were all in place
in less than six months, beginning in May of 1947.31 The first big event was
the West Texas High School Basketball Tournament held in November. The
floor housed three regulation-sized basketball courts. Dedicating the field
house on December 18, 1947, the Cowboys, under the coaching of Wes
Bradshaw, won the first game they played there. The structure was for many
years the largest field house and convention building between Fort Worth
and El Paso, and it was generously shared by HSU with the general public
for many events.32 One of hundreds of memories of special events in Rose
Field House was the premier showing of "Mr. Texas"—the first film by the
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Parts of the movie were filmed at the
Corral and on the C. M. Caldwell ranch. Graham and his entire staff enjoyed
riding some of the school's horses. Cindy Walker and Red Harper, the two
stars of the film, were there to sing for the special service, and Billy Graham
preached.33 During the regular school day the building was used for physical
education classes. Sports events, concerts, exhibitions, revival services, and
many other activities took place there for thirty years. It was rumored that
while Behrens Chapel was burning down in 1957, Dean W. A. Stephenson
was in Rose Field House counting the seats to see if there were enough seats
to continue compulsory chapel attendance. In 1966, new bleachers, able to
seat 3,000, were purchased for Rose Field House. Little wonder many former
students felt nostalgic when the Field House was razed in 1976 to make room
for the new Mabee Athletic Complex.34
Most students attended their classes in old Abilene Hall. One morning
in February of 1947, Miss Eva Rudd was teaching an English class and noticed
student Lavoy Owens indicating a tiny flame licking through a hole at the
base of a wall near the back of the classroom. The beloved English teacher
hated interruptions of her well-prepared lectures, so Owens thought long and
hard before raising her hand and saying in a small voice, "Fire." "Fire Marshall
Turner later said he was virtually certain that the blaze had originated in a
fuse box near the main door. Behind the box, he explained, was an open
column which carried the flames through the walls to the second floor, and
on to the attic, the column acting as a flue."35 Because the walls of Abilene
Hall were wood lathe covered with plaster, flames burned through the framing
of all floors, beginning at 11:00 a.m. when about three hundred students
were in class. The loss was devastating:
Gone are most of the mementos of the Cowboy Band. Gone is Sheriff
Watson's Elk which the sheriff had taken on many band trips. Gone
are many of the records of the band in England, textbooks which are
out of print, and countless Brands and Broncos.
Gone are new compositions written by Director McClure for the band
concerts this spring.
Gone from the journalism department are many scrap books which
told of the accomplishments of the school, many of them of the
successes of the athletic teams.
Gone from the art department are the puppets, Snow White and
Seven Dwarfs, Jack in the Beanstalk. Destroyed was the float which
had won third place in the Sun Bowl tournament several years ago.36
The fire fighters were hampered by too few water mains, as was the case
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with fires anywhere in Abilene and in most towns in Texas. Loss of equipment
and supplies in the basement bookstore amounted to $15,000. The idea of
insurance was not nearly as encompassing as it is these days, so the building
had less than $50,000 in coverage. It was a total loss, happening just at a
time when classroom space was crucial.
The band was moved to Behrens Chapel, and athletic offices were crowded
into Cowden-Paxton dormitory. The record enrollment that year compelled
the trustees to authorize the immediate construction of a new Abilene Hall
on the same site. Roscoe Blankenship and Ed Stewart led the program of
fundraising. Friends of the school pledged $200,000, the Abilene community
pledged another $100,000, and, on March 3, 1947, ministers of local Baptist
churches requested more pledges and offerings. Building began immediately,
and a new Abilene Hall opened the next September at a total cost of $262,132.59.
The building measured 212 by 53 feet, and held 27 classrooms and 17 offices
for teaching staff. A large lounge was planned on the first floor, but the need
for classroom and office space took precedence. The former building was only
34 years old when it burned to the ground; the present Abilene Hall has
continued in use since that fall of 1947.
Sandefer Memorial Hall was erected in 1949 at a cost of more than
$300,000.37 President J.D. Sandefer's portrait hangs in the main foyer. Mr.
and Mrs. O. D. Dillingham and Mr. and Mrs. Barney Carter gave generous
contributions for this building.38 Wyatt C. Hedrick, the architect, designed
the first floor to house administrative offices. The upper two floors housed
the school library until 1976. Because of the semi-open office arrangement,
faculty have been resistant to using it as office space in later years, and heating
and cooling have been a problem. In 1990, Sandefer Memorial Hall housed
the offices of the President and other administrative offices including registration, admissions, and financial aid.
In 1952, by action of the Board, a three-story dormitory completed by
Rose Construction Company using plans drawn up by Hughes and Olds
Architectural firm, was named the W. J. and Grace E. Behrens Dormitory
for Women. The school gratefully announced a $500,000 bequest from the
Behrens' estate in November 1955, a month after the death of Grace E.
Behrens.39 Due to this couple's generosity, the school continues to enjoy the
Behrens "dorm" and Behrens Chapel.
STUDENT LIFE
President White made a speech in the spring of 1941 pledging one
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hundred percent cooperation with the national defense program. He promised
to strengthen all professional and technical courses offered at HSU and to
increase scholastic requirements. He expanded the program of religious as
well as general activities, all of this to make campus life as interesting as
possible.40 Student writers, influenced by the mood of the country, attempted
to remain optimistic to give their readers hope for the future just as national
magazines, popular songs, dances, and fashions all tried to portray hope.
It had been customary to select a Bronco Sweetheart from the class which
had the best record of photographs made, in order to encourage students
to take time to sit for a portrait and to buy a yearbook containing their own
photograph. In 1945, many men and a few women students had gone to
war, so that year the Annual Sweetheart award was given to all those who
were in love and separated by war, with the hope they would soon be reunited.
This dream was fulfilled when many of those couples later married.41 Throughout
the war years, the college newspaper attempted to liven everyone's spirits,
and once in a while a spoof entitled The Cowboy's Tale was printed. Usually
it included satirical letters from the Cowboy Band to the Cowgirl pep squad.
An example from 1943 reads:
Dear Cowgirls:
In the hope of improvement (which you need badly) in future years,
we are making some criticisms of your organization.
You are operating under a false name! There are a lot of things clothes
won't cover up, and in your case it has not covered up the fact that
probably only a few of you have seen cows, horses, or a ranch. You
are offended to be called what you really are—a pep squad—except
you don't even yell. Perhaps you should reorganize under the name
of "a city-ish, yell-less group."
Sincerely, The Cowboy Band.
In reply, the young women wrote the following:
Deer Cowboy Band:
Now we didn't spell the Salutation that way just because we are so
dumb—but because male deer are distinguished by long branching
horns that are shed and that is just what we believe you did in your
letter. You tried to shed your horns and place them on us.
It is only our broad imagination that allows us to call you Cowboys—
and a still broader one to add the Band to your title. We are a bit
too dignified to call you some things that you could be called. (Things
other than deer have horns.)
But (even though we do have trouble getting you to march correctly
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for our acts between halves) we have come to the conclusion that you
do at least represent the "boys" part of your title.
Sincerely, The Cowgirls.42
Although the creative writing vehicle titled The Corral was discontinued
in 1933 and, for financial savings perhaps, not reinstituted until 1948, student
creativity found other routes. April Fool's Day special editions, nostalgic letters
in the alumni bulletins, and mass mailings of letters overseas all helped to
pass the time until victory brought a return to some semblance of normal
campus living. One letter excerpted from the Range Rider told of an ex-student
named Harry Dyck, who was born in Russia and fled with his family to Canada
in 1924. A few years later he left for the United States under a student's visa.
After attending a college in Kansas for a year and a half he said:
I ran out of classes unless I wanted to become a minister, and I didn't
even attend church so how was I going to live as a minister? I wrote
to many schools telling them of my circumstances and that I must
have a place to work nearby. Only one school answered my letters
and that was Hardin-Simmons. I threw my few belongings into a
suitcase and 1 hitched to Abilene. It was great!! Then the war progressed
rapidly and I volunteered with the rest of the fellows. .. .My only regret
is that 1 could not have stayed the entire four years. I have had a
wonderful life and I still am so happy and thankful that HardinSimmons at one time 'took me in.'43
Students had fun in the forties—much of it "homemade." There was an
annual "Queen" contest. There was also a "Beauty and the Beast" contest, and
the beastliest (always a male) was presented with a bouquet of onions and
other vegetables along with a pacifying box of candy.44
The Ex-Students Bulletin changed its name in September, 1947. Pastor
Vernon Yearby of Midland had hoped that one day the Bulletin would have
such an attractive heading that it would make a stranger want to pick it up
and read it in order to learn more about the University. His desire was expressed
to HSU staff member Mary (Nesbitt) Shaw via Ewell Bone, Alumni President.
Freshman art student Walter Johnson of Brownwood designed the new
heading which included a cowboy on horseback and the name was changed
to Range Rider.43 The quarterly Range Rider continues as a vehicle for news
to alumni.
School spirit was one of the few commodities in good supply during
the war, but sometimes the pranks caused problems. Charles Pond, later
Professor Emeritus of the University of Illinois, admitted in 1989 that he had
been one of the football squad members over fifty years ago who had captured
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Texas Tech bandsmen in order to brand HSU on their foreheads with silver
nitrate. When the rival musicians were leaving Abilene the next day, their
bus was pelted with eggs, and a fight broke out on South First Street involving
most of the fifty bandsmen and an equal number of HSU students. President
Sandefer apologized to the other school and launched an investigation.
Charlie Pond could not remember the outcome other than that he received
forty-nine and one half demerits as punishment. Since the late President
Sandefer had settled on a fifty-demerit ruling, when miscreants reached that
total, they were suspended for the rest of the semester. Pond remembers that
he was grateful to have avoided suspension. During depression years the school
needed to retain all students, so the half demerit was begun by R. N.
Richardson, attempting to avoid having to suspend any offenders and thereby
losing tuition income for the school.
Several new clubs were formed during the forties. For those students
taking horseback riding or those interested in it as a hobby, the Riding Club
for games and races was organized in 1941. The Beta Mu Kappa Music Club
was organized in 1942 to give student musicians the opportunity to perform,
to familiarize music majors with different fields of music literature, to sponsor
musical activities on campus, and to provide a record room where all the
music library facilities would be available to all students. The Naval Reserve
Club was organized along with the Marine and Army Reserve in 1943. The
purpose was to study the subjects most essential to the making of excellent
Naval Officers. This group was formed partly to recognize that the Naval
Reserve was the first of the reserve programs that enabled male students to
stay in college to get a degree before going to war.46 Service men's wives,
numbering about a dozen women, formed a club for two or three years. The
clubs which had begun in the previous decade all continued.47 Organized
at the beginning of the school year 1944-45 was the Los Hispanofilos to interest
students in speaking Spanish, and to study the culture of Spanish-speaking
countries.
Sigma Tau Delta, a national literary fraternity, organized the Xi Epsilon
chapter on campus in 1951. Membership was opened to English and Journalism maj ors ofjunior or senior rank who had exceptional scholastic records.48
President Richardson dedicated the recently started campus radio station,
KHSU, on January 17, 1949. The playing of the school anthem began the
3-9 p.m. programming that included news of school events and personalities,
national news, sportscasts, student dramas, and music. The station provided
a medium for instruction for the speech and theater majors. The technical
apparatus under the supervision of the physics department was built by
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students Scott Smith and Raymond Roberts.49 Winston Moore, "Slim Willet,"
was station manager. He made the public aware of HSU, although the
administration may have been reluctant to claim his lively banter and western
music. He launched into a career in radio, and was perhaps best known for
the song "Don't Let the Stars Get in Your Eyes." The station's operation stopped
at some point but was revived for a time in 1959 by Dr. D. T. Holland. That
year HSU and ACU formed the first joint chapter of Alpha Epsilon Rho, a
national radio and TV honorary fraternity.50
Senior Day, organized mostly by the students, was an annual event to
recruit area high school seniors. Usually about 2,000 students came to the
campus for tours, a barbecue, and a rodeo.51 In 1949, senior student Glen
Burroughs was master of ceremonies. Burroughs received a Master of Arts
degree from HSU in 1950. He married Virginia Randel, class of 1950. Over
a lifetime of service to HSU, he has received the Distinguished Alumni Award
(1978) and thejohnj. Keeter Award (1983). Burroughs retired as the President
of Sun Exploration and Production Company and in 1989, he and his wife
gave an endowment fund that is projected to generate more than $1,000,000
to be used solely for student scholarships.52
In 1950, three of the twelve speakers during the annual Religious Focus
Week were Hardin-Simmons exes: T. A. Patterson, then pastor of First Baptist
Church in Beaumont; Fred Swank, then pastor of the Sagamore Hills Baptist
Church in Fort Worth; and Wayne Evans, a retail merchant of agricultural
equipment and University trustee from Hereford, Texas.53
The University had to reckon with war again in 1950 when the nation
became involved in the Korean conflict. About 150 men were listed on the
Korean service roll. When the war was over, there was a new group of G.I.'s,
which increased enrollment slightly for a year or two.54
RODEO
The first college rodeo in the country took place at HSU in 1946. The
next year the campus began Western Week, sometimes called Fracas week,
when most wore western clothes, participated in contests, ate barbecue, and
learned about ranching. Four rodeo performances highlighted the week with
bareback bronco riding, bull riding, calf roping, team tying, cutting horse
contests, wild cow milking, and, for girl contestants, goat tying. Up to twenty
schools entered contestants each year. The Cowboy Band supplied western
music, and the Cowgirls Club ushered. Concession stands were handled by
members of the Cowgirl Band.
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Bill Ledbetter, Business Manager, and Carl Myers, a young man just out
of his teens, were the mainstays of the first rodeos. Most of Carl's life had
been spent ranching and doing rodeo work. In the spring of 1949, he was
elected president of the HSU Rodeo Association and, through his efforts, helped
found the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association (NIRA). Only a few
months later he died in Big Spring, on an August afternoon. At his funeral,
his father led Carl's horse, saddled but riderless, in honor of his clean-cut,
quiet-spoken, Christian son.55 The HSU rodeo arena and grounds were named
in his honor, and the rodeo which he began has taken place each spring for
over forty years. In 1953, the HSU team won the world championship of
NIRA Rodeo. During the fifties they were team champions at several rodeos
in Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico. As the school concentrated
more heavily on other sports, fewer students showed an interest in rodeo.
The only prize won in the sixties was third place at the HSU Rodeo in 1967.
Women riders took the honors in later years. In 1971 the women won first
place at the NIRA Rodeo, in 1972 were Rodeo Champions at Oklahoma State
University, and in 1973 were Girls Champions at Sul Ross State University.
Rodeos are popular in Texas and the HSU Annual Rodeo continues to be
held each spring.
ROTC
In June 1952, the college established an Army ROTC program, one of
the first general Military Science units in the United States. Omar Burleson,
a 1926 graduate and member of the U.S. House of Representatives, made
the announcement that HSU was one of only nineteen schools chosen from
thousands of applications. The Abilene community had worked hard to get
Camp Dyess56 a decade before, and Burleson cited the cooperative attitude
of both the community and the college faculty, adequate school facilities, the
type of student attending HSU, and its academic standing as reasons for HSU's
selection. The students were able to be officers in any branch of the service.
Colonel Howard P. Rice, Professor of Military Science and Tactics, headed
the nine man staff. The Corral gymnasium was converted into an armory;
and during the program's first year, 275 male students enrolled for military
training.57 In 1965, the ROTC program was made optional. All ROTC students
at HSU train now for the Army.58
The Military Science Department at HSU currently presents general
military subjects for both the two-year and four-year programs, with strong
encouragement for prior service veterans to take advantage of the benefits
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offered through the Army ROTC Program. Any student of Hardin-Simmons
University may take basic Military Science courses, and credits earned may
be used to meet either physical education or elective requirements for graduation. The unit has trained and been the source of commission for over 650
Second Lieutenants. A few years ago, members of the cadet corps named
themselves The "Roughriders" Battalion, following the name of the group of
brave soldiers that Teddy Roosevelt had once commanded.59 The basic course
includes four one-hour courses for freshmen and sophomores. The advanced
course contains four three-hour courses for juniors and seniors. Students from
Abilene Christian University, McMurry University, and Howard Payne University
in Brownwood are allowed to participate under an ROTC Cross-Enrollment
Agreement. Summer camps have provided training and experience for the
officers of the future. In the summer of 1953, five men attended camps at
Ft. Benning, Georgia; Ft. Sill, Oklahoma; Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland;
and Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. The Pershing Rifle Unit was a member of
the Pershing Rifles National Honorary Military Society which encouraged,
developed, and preserved the highest ideals of the military profession. In 1970,
Cadet P/R Captain Gordon R. Lam received the "P.R. Commander's Award,"
the highest individual award available to a Pershing Rifleman. Only five were
presented throughout the nation that year.
In 1969, a flag pole was erected in front of the old ROTC building as
a memorial to Major Albert G. Maroscher, killed in action in Vietnam April
15,1968.60 Major Maroscher had been an assistant professor of military science
at HSU from 1964-67.61 In 1971, a well-equipped building was funded by
the Mabee Foundation. It was dedicated by General William C. Westmoreland,
then Chief of Staff for the U.S. Army, in September, 1972. It is the only ROTC
building in the nation built specifically for Military Science instruction, and
was built when such buildings were being burned by protesting students on
other campuses. The facility has three classrooms, offices for the Army ROTC
cadre and cadet organizations, a small-bore ten lane rifle range, and supply
and storage rooms. Located in the foyer of Mabee Hall is a twenty-four inch
bronze casting of the figure of General Douglas MacArthur, presented in 1970
by Zenon C. R. Hansen of Allentown, Pennsylvania, President of Mack Trucks.
Hansen was a member of the Board of Development for some years and served
as Chairman of that Board. There is also a mounted bronze plaque in the
foyer, awarded in 1978 in honor of the Air Assault and Airborne Wings with
the inscription "Breeding will tell . . . Talent will out."
The lawns fronting the building have been planted with trees on which
are located plaques with names going back to the first active duty Sergeant-
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Major. These trees have been named the W. T. Walton grove in honor of
Dean Walton's involvement in training the first Student Army Training Corps
(SATC) group for World War I. For some years there was a Rifle Team
sponsored by the Athletic Department and coached by the Department of
Military Science. It was open to all students who wished to participate in
a varsity marksmanship program. Rifle practice and matches were conducted
in the Mabee Hall indoor range.62 Riflery was discontinued under the Athletic
program beginning in 1990. The Ranger Challenge Team program, begun
in 1986, is an intercollegiate competition between all Army ROTC programs
and is prospering.
During these almost forty years of the unit's active training, the ROTC
members have been actively involved in many campus activities including
commencement and Founder's Day activities as well as local church congregations and other community endeavors. They add solemnity to all the official
school assemblies by their representation in uniform. The senior military men
assigned to administer the ROTC program have added positively to the life
of the school, and the program continues to be a valued part of all that the
University offers.
ATHLETICS
The sport of football grew in importance each decade. By the late forties,
boys, turned into men by the war, returned to school, and football soon reached
its zenith. In the forties, football was not a platoon system, so schools carried
only 22 or 23 players to games away from home.63 At the start of the 1941
season, Frank Kimbrough was replaced as head coach by Warren Woodson,
the inventor of the Winged-T offense, and the Cowboys' climb to national
fame continued. That year was also Hardin-Simmons' first year in the Border
Conference, and the Cowboys tied Arizona for first place in the league. The
following season the Cowboys were undefeated at the end of a back-breaking
schedule with major universities. The team averaged 307 yards per game
rushing, led by R. H. "Doc" Mobley. He won the national rushing championship
with a total of 1,281 yards, and, with his teammate Camp Wilson, turned
in a combined nine-game rushing total of 2,262 yards. Mobley was named
Little All-American in 1942 and 1946, and was selected to the first team AllBorder Conference squad. The Cowboys became the first team to go through
an entire season without throwing an interception.64 War had broken out,
and so many of the Cowboys went to serve that football was stopped from
1943 to the fall of 1946.65 Mobley left to serve until 1946, when he again
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led the nation's rushers.
Al Johnson played on the 1942 Sun Bowl team. He fought at Iwo Jima
and other Pacific battles from 1943-46 and returned to school in 1946 when
he was named Honorable Mention AU-American as the star quarterback of
the team. That undefeated season saw the Cowboys win a Border Conference
title and finish eighteenth in the nation, giving the team a chance to play
in the Alamo Bowl on New Year's Day in San Antonio and gain a victory
there against the University of Denver. The Alamo Bowl was postponed until
the fourth of January due to a heavy snow storm. The sponsors lost money
because of the delay, and the Alamo Bowl was never attempted again. Johnson
also played third baseman and outfielder for the 1946 and 1947 baseball teams.
In 1948, he was selected to play in the College All Star game against the "world
champion" Chicago Cardinals, and was drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles.
Murray Evans, a student from 1938-42, was named Honorable Mention
Little All-American by the Associated Press. He returned to HSU in 1946 as
assistant coach and served as head coach from 1952-54. He was inducted
into HSU's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1982.66 Al Milch, another outstanding
player, was named to the All Border Conference team in 1942 and in 1946,
and named to the Associated Press Little All-American team that same year.
In 1948, he returned to the University as coach of the freshmen team, and
in 1950 was the varsity line coach. Milch was included in the Hall of Fame
inductees in 1989.
In 1942, John N. "Red" Cleveland lettered on the undefeated team that
played in the New Year's Day Sun Bowl game in El Paso. He served in the
armed forces from 1942-46 but returned to school as co-captain of the 1946
football team, played in the Alamo Bowl 1947, and in the Harbor Bowl 1948.
Graduating magna cum laude in 1948, he remained as assistant football coach
and scout from 1948-50. The only freshman named to the All-Border Conference
team in 1946 was Early "Strawberry" Rowan, and he was named again in
1947. He received honorable mention in the 1949 Little All-American team.
Rowan was honored with induction into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in
1989.
The Cowboys had compiled the seventh best record in the nation from
1940-43 under Warren Woodson's guidance. He was named five times Border
Conference Coach of the Year, twice while at HSU. He continued his sports
career and won many honors along the way, including induction into HSU's
Athletic Hall of Fame.67
By the end of the 1947 season, a student from HSU named Wilton O.
"Hook" Davis was the nation's top ball carrier. His feats were amazing:
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He set records for most points scored, most career touchdowns, most
total net yards rushed, most times carried, and 5,515 yards in total
yards, including rushes, kick returns, and pass receptions. He was
named to the Little Ail-American team for three years and was honorable
mention All-American in 1948. He was selected All-Border Conference
in 1947, '48, and '49 and was honored by Colliers Magazine as AllSouthwest halfback in 1948.68
Davis was an inductee into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1980, and has
served on the Board of Trustees in recent years. He and his wife, Eddye, have
committed generous gifts totaling much beyond $1,000,000, and continue
to be involved with all that happens at the school.
Davis' teammate, Bob McChesney, ranked fourteenth in the nation in
pass receptions in 1947. He was named All-Border Conference in 1947, '48,
and '49, and was a Little All-American in 1949. He was also a member of
the Colliers All-Star Team Southwest Squad that same year. He played in the
1950 College All Star game when they defeated the Football League Champion
Philadelphia Eagles 17-7. He also lettered one year in basketball and three
years in baseball. After graduating, he played professional football with the
New York Giants 1950-52. The school named him to the Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1986.
Perhaps HSU's finest hour came in 1948 when the team finished sixth
in the nation offensively, led by Hook Davis (fifth in rushing), quarterback
John "Model-T" Ford (eighth in passing) and receiver Bob McChesney (third
in receiving).69 With these top individual stars, the "Cowpokes" were the only
team ever to play in four Bowls. They opened at the Harbor Bowl in San
Diego, then tied Pacific in the Grape Bowl at Lodi, California, then topped
Ouachita in the Shrine Bowl in Little Rock, Arkansas, before beating Wichita
State in the Camellia Bowl in Lafayette, Louisiana. After that spectacular season,
the NCAA passed a ruling that no one team could play in more than one
bowl game a year.70
In 1949, Ford's 26 touchdown passes set a new national record. He played
in the North-South Shrine All-Star game in Miami in 1950 and was named
the game's Most Valuable Player as well as the South's outstanding player.
The school chose to induct Ford into the Hall of Fame in 1984.
HSU was to play Arizona State College of Tempe in 1948. Since the Arizona
team had two black players, President Richardson went before the trustees
to ask their opinion on the possible volatility of the situation. The trustees
"felt it would not be best...to bring colored players for games to be played
in Abilene," indicating the sad reality that discrimination in "the buckle of
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the Bible belt" continued until integration was forced on the whole country
an entire generation later.71 The Christian Church has had a mixed record
over two thousand years, sometimes in the vanguard of positive social change,
but sometimes reluctantly pulled ahead by the larger culture. Although Dr.
James Simmons had clearly stated in the College Foundation Agreement, "No
religious test shall ever hinder any person, even though he be an idol
worshiping Hindoo [sic] or a heathen Chinaman from entering an receiving
instruction in said Simmons College,"72 HSU in this regard only represented
its constituency in their attitude toward non-whites. The statement of Dr.
Simmons may seem racist today, but one hundred years ago it was meant
as a specific, non-sectarian declaration. Hardin-Simmons was, at least, one
of the first two Southern Baptist schools to integrate in the early sixties.
Another member of the undefeated 1946 football team and the 1947
squad which won in the Alamo Bowl was Bill Scott. He received a B.S. degree
at HSU in 1947 and the Master of Arts degree in 1949. He captained the
college basketball team in 1949, and as basketball coach in 1953 gave the
school its first 20-win season and its first trip to the NCAA basketball playoffs,
where they defeated Texas Tech 86-84. During his eleven years at HSU he
coached thirteen players who were selected All Conference a total of eighteen
times. He was selected by the Border Conference in 1953 and again in 1957
as Coach of the Year. While at HSU, he coached football, basketball, and
golf. He was the head basketball coach, golf coach, and assistant athletic
director when he resigned in 1962. Scott then began his Air Defense Career
with the National Guard and over the next twenty years he rose to the rank
of Major General. Texas Governor Bill Clements appointed Scott as Adjutant
General—Commander of Army and Air Command in 1979. He served for
six years. (He was elected to the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1982.) Scott
and his attractive wife, Billie Sue, have continued to support the school; Billie
served on the Board of Trustees for two terms beginning in 1984 as one of
their several contributions..
By 1950, the school had become tenth in the nation in football among
major colleges for the ten-year period beginning in 1941—an outstanding
accomplishment for a small school. Dunny Goode and McChesney each
established new Border Conference records by catching eleven touchdown
passes each. The 1951 All-Border Conference football team included four
Cowboys—Bob Hart, Clinton Holder, Frank (Dunny) Goode, and Bill Cagle.73
Goode was the nation's second-best rusher and was also given honorable
mention for All-American.74 In 1951, HSU beat Texas Tech 28-13 in the Border
Conference football championship and gained a trip to the Sun Bowl, where
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they played before a crowd of approximately 17,500. D. C. Andrews played
football from 1950-54. He was a member of the All Border Conference Team
in 1954 and was team captain that same year. He was selected to Who's Who
in American Colleges and Universities in 1954 and coached for many years
in Hamlin, Texas. He presently serves as Superintendent of Schools in Sydney,
Texas. Andrews was a 1990 inductee into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame.75
These men and many others gave Cowboy football fans much to enjoy and
remember.
Basketball was becoming a stronger and more popular sport by the end
of the forties when the Cowboys played in their first NCAA tournament. The
team starred Larry Roberts, a three-year letterman who helped the team to
win the Border Conference championship against the Texas Tech Raiders (8684) in 1953.76 Roberts was inducted into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in
1989 as was Bill "Hank" Green, one of the all-time greats of Cowboy basketball,
scoring 1067 career points from 1951-1953. He was the leading scorer in
the Cowboys' post-season NCAA appearance and was selected to play in the
National AAU Tournament in his junior and senior years. He also lettered
in track. Doyle Brunson was named All Conference and was voted the Most
Valuable Player of the Conference in 1953.
Robert L. "Bob" Tremaine attended HSU between 1952-57. He was the
first Cowboy basketball player to score 500 points in one season. For years
Tremaine held the HSU record for most points in one season, most points
in one game, most career points, and the most free throws made in one season.
He was named Most Valuable Player on the school's squad, and for three
years he was elected to the All-Border Conference team. Before the 1955 season
began Bob broke his ankle and had to miss the whole season to allow his
ankle to heal. Because of his injury he missed the opportunity to try out for
the 1956 U.S. Olympic Basketball Team. Though he was an outstanding
athlete, he chose to attend Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary and has
spent his life serving in several states with the Home Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1980.
Both his son and daughter graduated from HSU in recent years.
Jack Martin, a 1949 graduate, was a top scorer and placed on the team
of the All-Border Conference. In 1948, he scored two hundred points in the
twenty-four games played that season. He became bead coach upon graduating, and produced the All-Border Conference player Julius "Slats" Stagner.77
Athletes excelled in other sports as well. Apparently, there was an
organized HSU Boxing Team from about 1947 to 1951. Murray Evans and
Tom Proctor directed and coached the team. It was difficult to arrange matches
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with other colleges because there were so few that had boxing programs. HSU
competed against Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma which had an excellent
program and against Texas Tech University. Tom Adams, a student from 1947
to 1951, was winner of five state boxing championships, three as a lightheavyweight and two as a heavyweight. He won five Golden Gloves championships and was the only man to win them in consecutive years. He lost
only eight fights in over one hundred contests. In 1948, he was the lightheavyweight Olympic champion of the 13th District of the U.S. Army, and
in 1949, he was named a member of the International Boxing Team. He was
inducted into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1987. Fred Morales was the
lightweight champion in the State Golden Glove contests during these years.78
Other boxers during these years were Bill Burkhart, Howard McCranie, and
James "Cotton" Fowler.
Track, tennis, badminton, archery, and golf rounded out the sports
program. The golf team of the early fifties was led to national prominence
by Joe Ed Black, George Smith, Billy Phillips, and Tommy Hale. In Hale's
freshman year he won medalist honors in the Border Conference golf tournament, leading his team to win the title. He was second in the medalist race
at the NCAA national tournament, and in 1953 he won the NAIA individual
title and the team became the NAIA national champions for the only time
in the history of the college. The next year HSU finished second in the national
team standings, and in 1955 Hale led the team to a runner-up finish for the
NAIA title, winning him a place in the college Hall of Fame in 1982. E. W.
"Bill" Ledbetter played a vital part in the athletic program as Athletic Director
during the fifties.
Since there was no budget for women's sports and since it was thought
by some that women did not have the emotional stability to cope with
competitive sports, needless to say, there are few records other than recounts
of female pep squads, which was typical of most colleges at the time. Pat
McChesney, nonetheless, was such an outstanding athlete as an undergraduate
that she was invited to instruct in badminton, and after graduation, she taught
tennis and methods courses in the physical education department. During
her long career in athletics, she planned and initiated the first Texas Volleyball
Coaching School and All-Star Match in 1969 for Texas high schools. The
next year the U.S. Volleyball Association named her Leader in Volleyball for
the nation. McChesney was the convention director for the national championships of the USVBA in 1980 and served on the USVBA Rules Committee
for fifteen years. She also served eight years on the Board of Directors for
the USVBA. McChesney has been a member of the Board of Directors for
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the U.S. Volleyball Educational Foundation for several years. As a member,
and captain of the national All-Star Olympic Volleyball team (for ages fiftyfive plus), she has won seven gold medals. She has co-ordinated many of
the senior women's volleyball Olympic competitions. Her husband, Howard
McChesney, lettered two years in baseball and four years in football, and was
captain of the 1949 team. He coached football, track, and freshman basketball
through the late fifties and early sixties. The couple have two sons and reside
in Dallas.79
The men's athletic program was held in high regard and enjoyed much
success in the 1940s and early fifties in intramural sports. Many records in
varsity play were set during this illustrious period of the University's sports'
history.
FACULTY
Impossible though it is to record the lives of all the outstanding faculty,
the following two men are representative of many others by their length of
tenure and their variety of contribution. They added to the fabric of University
life in very different ways, and would be quick to mention others who might,
from their perspective, be more representative of traits which are most desirable
in Christian academics. "Dean" Truett Walton was one of the most popular
teachers ever to work on campus. At ninety-two years old, he is an outgoing,
congenial man with an endearing sense of humor.
William Truett Walton was born in 1898 in Mansfield, Texas. His
education included a B.A. from Simmons College, 1920, and studies in the
University of Texas Law School and Southwestern Seminary before earning
a B.D. from Yale University in 1927.
His career began as Assistant Professor and then Associate Professor in
Religion at Simmons from 1927 to 1931. In the midst of the depression years
he became Superintendent of Schools first at Kirkland near Albuquerque, and
later as the President of Ranger Junior College. He returned to the University
to act as Business Manager in 1941. Approximately five hundred people
participated in an historical pageant presented on the University grounds as
part of the semi-centennial celebrations that year, and Walton acted as narrator,
dressed in complete western dress. Walton was always ready to fit into any
role, so he became prominent in speaking circles in the community, at service
clubs, and in churches. Since his real interest lay in teaching, he became
Professor of Bible and Acting Dean of Students in 1943.80 During his long
tenure he also acted as Vice President and Associate Dean of Academic Affairs.
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In the summer of 1964, Dean Walton was invited to give the Commencement
address. His thesis was as follows:
You are charged with oversimplification: You have made molehills out
of mountains. Build your lives on the first and second Commandments... and you will not be guilty of trivializing other human beings
and their attempts — or yourself and your attempts. It is a far greater
sin to downgrade an act or a person than to exaggerate the good he
has done. Don't ever be accused of making "a molehill out of a
mountain."81
Walton was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from HSU
and retired officially in 1968, after receiving a forty-year service pin—an
unusual length of service to the school. As Vice President Emeritus, he then
worked in alumni and development areas. Walton was an enthusiastic member
of many clubs, President of the Texas Council of Church Related Colleges
in 1963, a deacon of First Baptist Church, and one of those listed in "Who's
Who in America" for over thirty years.82 A low but hearty chuckle is
characteristic in his conversation and proves true Walton's favorite scripture
verse, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine but a broken spirit drieth
the bones."
A man of varied talents, W. O. "Bill" Beazley, son of a Baptist minister,
was born in Lexington, Virginia; graduated from Pineville-Edom High School,
Edom, in 1932; and earned fourteen athletic letters before graduating with
a B.A. from Bridgewater College, Virginia. He first worked as a coach at a
high school in Rockingham County, Virginia, and then from 1939 to 1942
was employed as religious director for the Staunton Baptist Church. He next
held the post of assistant pastor at the Orcutt Avenue Baptist Church in
Newport News. In 1944, Beazley left Virginia to enter SWBTS in Fort Worth,
where he received an M.R.E. degree in 1946, a D.R.E. degree in 1949, and
completed his D.Ed, degree in 1970.84
Meanwhile, W. O. Beazley had arrived at HSU in 1948 to teach Religious
Education, Speech, and Bible for a period of twelve years. During that time,
he directed performances of religious dramas as well. He became Assistant
to President Richardson with specific assignments in development and public
relations. In 1956, Beazley returned to Virginia to serve as Secretary of the
Department of Assemblies of the Virginia Baptist Board of Mission and
Education in Richmond. President Evan Reiff invited him back in 1960 as
Chairman of the Department of Religious Education and as Director of
Institutional Services. During the next seven years he was highly successful
in orchestrating the Artist Series, which brought performers from all over the
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world to the Abilene community and to the student body.
"Doc" Beazley has given the rest of his life to the University in one capacity
or another. From 1963-71 he was Director of Admissions, three years of that
time acting as Coordinator of University Relations as well. From 1969-71
he was Administrative Assistant to President Skiles, who promoted him to
Executive Vice President in 1971. His interests have included the annual Rodeo
week, which he has managed from 1962 to the present. He retired officially
in 1985.
As Vice-President Emeritus he plays several roles, but in the eyes of the
children of Abilene he is primarily "Cotton's Daddy." Cotton is a favorite of
school children because he is the subject of one of Beazley's several children's
books. Beazley accepts invitations to visit elementary schools with one of the
horses to educate classes about animal care. He has served under six presidents
and embodies the resilient western spirit of those who began the institution
he has served for over thirty-five years.
Dr. Beazley adapted to the sweeping changes brought about by a new
administration when President Rupert Richardson chose to relinquish his post
and return to teaching in 1953. The next few years would see three very
different administrative styles on campus as each succeeding president attempted to bring the University closer to his ideals of excellence.

