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Sandefer's Administration Continues 

Th .hroughout President Sandefer's ad- 
ministration, student life was carefully controlled. The catalogues continued 
to remind students that church attendance was expected. Misconduct of any 
kind, both on and off campus, resulted in demerits. "Upon receipt of fifteen 
demerits, the student will be called in for a conference with the Discipline 
Committee; upon receipt of thirty demerits, the committee will advise the 
student's parents of his derelictions; upon receipt of fifty demerits, the student 
will be subj ect to suspension by the faculty."1 At various times student pranksters 
showed how they chafed under his strict code by taping a cigarette and a 
picture of a whiskey glass on the large portrait of Sandefer which hung in 
the Chapel. Boarding students were not allowed to have automobiles, and 
it was not until the twenties that one cafeteria served both men and women 
together. Women students were expected to room in the dormitories unless 
parents requested they live with relatives in Abilene or the women asked to 
live off campus because they were defraying expenses by working in town.2 

Another important part of college life was, of course, student politics. 
There were student associations elected to act as liaisons between the student 
body and the administration as early as the turn of the century. Typically, 
there were the usual problems of students wanting power without shouldering 
the accompanying responsibility. Clashes between groups of students often 
went far beyond practical joking. Through most of the Sandefer years, under 
classmen were usually pitted against upper classmen, and on too many 
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occasions, fun turned into fighting. Students sometimes behaved in ways that 
would be unthinkable today. One such example was recounted by R. N. 
Richardson, who wrote about a 1921 ruling by class officers that there be 
no interference with social functions: "Upper classmen broke into Smith Hall 
during a reception, dashed three gallons of kerosene about, spoiled food, 
ruined dresses of co-eds, broke furniture, and did damage to the building 
estimated at not less than one hundred dollars. One man was sent to the 
hospital, and there were lesser injuries."3 (One hundred dollars then would 
be about seven hundred dollars in 1991). 

Student government was formally instituted in 1920 as an experiment. 
It was divided into Executive, Legislative, and Judicial areas. The Judicial 
committee met with the president of the University to examine violations of 
rules and assess punishment. This process continued to the early seventies. 
Legislatively, the committee had power over all matters of general student 
activity, interest, and discipline in accordance with the Student Constitution 
and the faculty.4 Sadly, student government was not able to manage certain 
serious problems, although there were good student officers chosen each year. 
Class disturbances came more often and with more intensity, and President 
Sandefer often had to assert leadership because the students would not listen 
to their own elected officers. 

When the group of students arrived on campus in 1946, matured by 
their war experiences, a new tone was set, and student government became 
much more successful. The majority of the student body became more 
concerned with student elections, and student government became a better 
advocate for the students with the administration. 

The first college "Homecoming Weekend" was celebrated in 1923. The 
football team from Howard Payne College in Brownwood came to play, a 
tradition which carried on for many years. The main pep song for athletic 
events in the Sandefer years was as follows: 

Out in Western Texas where the spirit free 
Of loyalty 
Sweeps breezily, 
There the Simmons U. colors beckon me 
To come and fall in line. 
Simmons is the school we are cheering for, 
O'er and o'er 
More and more. 
All her students love her, 
There is none above her, 
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She's the queen of West Texas, Hooray! 
Chorus 

Simmons U. with her grand old "rep!" 
Simmons U. with a world of "pep!" 
Everybody's cheering for the Purple and Gold: 
Come and join with all your vim 
And root and boost for dear old Sim. 
All of the good things—the better, the best 
Belong to us all through the Simmons' bequest; 
Claim them and keep them forever and aye; 
Be loyal to Simmons, both now and alway; 
Always and always be ready to say: 
"I am cheering for the Purple and Gold!"6 

"DAM-IT," THE DOG 

A white bulldog, owned by Gib Sandefer from 1916-1920, became the 
college mascot of the class of 1920 and was even allowed by professors to 
walk into the classrooms during lectures. He had likely been named by the 
Sandefers, but when he caused an employee to trip in the cafeteria while 
carrying a tray of food to some students, he took on the name of "Dam-It." 
(He was called Fritz on Sundays.)7 Much to the chagrin of later presidents, 
the story of the dog has remained one of the campus favorites. The dog regularly 
carried a rock around in his mouth, and when he dozed during a class lecture, 
the rock would drop to the floor with a thud, reminding the presiding professor 
to liven up his lecture. In March, 1920, Dam-It contracted pneumonia and 
died. Someone fashioned a wooden casket, and the entire senior class marched 
behind the green and white coffin to a flower bed, where he was buried. 
Ministerial student Ira Harrison preached a funeral oration entitled "Every 
Dog Has His Day." The Associated Press wired the story all over the nation, 
and President Sandefer received many wires and letters of sympathy. Typical 
is this verse: 

Dam-It, old dog, we bid you fond farewell. 
'We loved you much and you loved us,' tis said. 
We're sad that you no longer with us dwell. 
We all say, 'dam-it, Dam-It's dead.'8 

A plain marble slab marked the canine's grave, but souvenir hunters and 
vandals chipped away pieces until it was unreadable. Around 1950, an 
alumnus who had attended the mascot's funeral paid for a metallic plate that 
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was firmly fastened to a large limestone rock sunk flush with the earth. The 
dog's third resting place is near the reflecting pool on the front campus marked 
by a painted water hydrant with a plaque reading "Dam-it, He is dead. College 
Mascot, 1916-20." Each year some students carry on a satirical but sedate 
memorial service to continue the tradition. 

CLUBS 

There was a proliferation of clubs in these three decades as each year 
brought new ideas. There were clubs to represent almost every discipline as 
well as social groups. Debating clubs continued but with fewer members than 
in earlier years. One success occurred in 1927, however, when 1,100 people 
from the school and community bought tickets to hear three young men debate 
a team visiting from Cambridge, England; Resolved: "That in the Opinion 
of this House, Compulsory Military Training Should Form a Part of the 
Education in All Schools and Universities."9 According to the judges, Hardin- 
Simmons won the debate. The Archaeological and Paleontological Club was 
formed in 1936 to preserve artifacts and fossils, to sponsor field trips, to 
organize and further a University museum, and to study related subjects. Listed 
under GIFTS in the 1914-15 Catalogue was a microscope, a mineralogical 
collection, Indian relics, crystals, books, two sectional bookcases with a desk 
between, and a pair of rattlesnake fangs, all given by the class of 1914. 
Rattlesnake fangs do not seem too strange a keepsake since the nearby town 
of Sweetwater was still having an annual Rattlesnake Festival as late as 1990. 
The 1931 class presented two glass museum cases.10 

In the spring of 1922, some Philomathian Club members suddenly 
appeared one evening on campus, but no one would have guessed who they 
were. A band of masked males, apparently Ku Klux Klan, carried a blazing 
cross slowly across campus while students, coming out of a recital in Abilene 
Hall, gathered on the steps to watch. There was a bonfire a few yards around 
the corner of Abilene Hall, and after the supposed Klan members disorganized 
around the corner, a couple of dozen students approached the bonfire. There, 
several members of the Philo Society gave speeches to the captive audience 
on why they were the best society in the country and how they would win 
against the opposing Cliosophic Men's Society in a forthcoming oratorical 
debate. There does not seem to be a written record of any repercussions of 
this charade. Many loyal Baptists in those years were also loyal members of 
the Klan, and there did not appear to be a dichotomy in the minds of the 
citizenry. 
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The Drama Club began as the Simmons Expression Class. It changed 
its name in 1926 to the "Shakespearean Revelers" before becoming the 
"University Players" in 1926. By 1936, a small advanced group of drama 
members from the University Players became the Zeta Theta chapter of Alpha 
Psi Omega, the largest national honorary dramatic fraternity in the United 
States.11 

A Business Administration Club was formed in 1936 to invite leading 
professional and business men to speak to business "majors." The Jefferson 
Davis Sandefer Chapter of the Future Teachers of America was organized in 
1938, an outgrowth of the Elementary Education Club, a division of the 
National Educational Association. The Writers Club began in 1939 for those 
interested in writing prose and poetry. There was a Priscilla Helpers group 
consisting of wives of the preachers enrolled in school. One of the more erudite 
groups was the New Testament Greek Club, which shared manuscript readings 
and reports on articles dealing with the Greek Language; by 1940, six women 
joined in this group. The Women's Athletic Association was renamed the 
Women's Recreation Club in 1938 with the purpose of improving the abilities, 
techniques, and skills of girls interested in sports. Soccer, basketball, and other 
sports played extramurally were organized for women as well as badminton, 
hiking, and riding. 

THE COWGIRLS 

The Cowgirl organization was founded in 1925 by Willie Ray McDonald, 
although Glenna (Grant) Frame has kept the group going for many years. 
As an enthusiastic young women's social group, they supported athletic events, 
often joined the Cowboy Band marching in parades, acted as hostesses at 
city events, and ushered for the campus Artist Course programs. In their 
western hats and boots, purple satin neckerchiefs, gold shirts, and skirts, they 
complimented the spirit of the romantic west—some were even proficient 
at rope twirling. Most football and basketball contests, including out-of-town 
games, were cheered on by the Cowgirls. The present Associate Dean for 
Student Development, Dr. Paula Windham, comes from an old ranching family 
of West Texas and is a staunch former member of the Cowgirls. She remembers 
having worn out a pair of her mother's boots during a five mile parade in 
El Paso, in 1951. The group did not disband until the late seventies when 
many other groups for young women had been formed. 

The ex-Cowgirls have an annual reunion during Homecoming each year, 
and Glenna Frame still leads the group in a "Cowgirl Stomp."   When the 
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sixteen-piece dining room suite of the C. M. Caldwell family was presented 
for use on the second floor of the Moody Student Center in the fall of 1963, 
the Ex-Cowgirls purchased accessory items for it.12 In 1969, the exes donated 
an engraved silver punchbowl and more than a dozen engraved silver cups 
to be used by the school for official entertaining. The group also awards an 
annual scholarship to a female undergraduate to help with tuition costs.13 

STUDENT ARMY TRAINING CORPS—WWI 

On April 6, 1917, war was declared between Germany and the United 
States. Immediately, Congress began a selective draft which included young 
men at Simmons College, to be sent in a ratio of one man per twenty-five 
male students. Eleven students, including the University president's son, were 
sent to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, accompanied by young professor Rupert Norval 
Richardson, to become part of the Student Army Training Corps. Most of 
this group were commissioned second lieutenants after training and sent off 
as instructors. Truett Walton, a young professor, at that time, was sent to 
set up the program at the University of Wisconsin. In July, 1918, Simmons 
was chosen as a college where a Students' Army Training Corps would be 
established, and Richardson was assigned to return to Simmons as instructor. 
After the war, these men formed a Fort Sheridan Club in hopes of retaining 
the feeling of comradeship from their training days at Fort Sheridan, but only 
two or three reunions were ever held, and W. T. Walton is now the only 
living member. 

A memorial to World War I military men on campus is a cannon named 
"Arizona Bill," the nickname of Kenneth Burns, a student who was killed in 
that war.H Mounted on a base named "Fort Babe Shaw" is a list of names 
of the thirteen Simmons students who died in that war.15 Clyde "Babe" Shaw 
died while cutting the barbed wire in front of his trench, a service for which 
he had volunteered in order that his comrades might "go over the top" at 
a little less peril.16 Near the campus flag pole is a tree planted in 1951 in 
honor of all students who gave their lives while serving in any war. 

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

The college newspaper was expanded in 1916 and titled the Brand under 
the direction of students Mildred Paxton, Raymond Foy, and Horace Blackwell.17 

Nelson Hutto, nephew of Homer Hutto, West Texas editor and journalist, 
became a teacher of journalism in 1927. New courses were offered, and the 
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winning of Texas Intercollegiate Press awards became a habit with the Simmons 
publications. In 1932, out of ten entries, they won five first and three second 
place awards. Despite the Depression, The Brand continued to grow until, 
by 1934, it was a seven-column sheet. In the years 1931 through 1934, it 
won first place over several college weeklies.18 

There was no yearbook published in 1918; "Because of the many unusual 
financial obligations which the American people were called upon to meet 
at that time, the Class of 1918 deemed it a patriotic duty to forego the 
publication of a Bronco."19 The Class of 1919 voted to include a section in 
their yearbook which contained the photographs and descriptions of the 
graduates of 1918 as well as their own class photographs. 

Student underground newspapers included The Cutthroat, which ap- 
peared in a single issue published for some years around April Fool's Day. 
No doubt, the student journalists had great fun assembling these witty, ironic, 
and in several cases, scandalous journals. The sense of humor of President 
Sandefer and his faculty is displayed by their allowing these annual "shockers." 
The student newspaper continued to be published weekly and usually carried 
serious news articles of interest primarily to students. The November 22,1924, 
Brand, however, carried a short article mentioning that female students were 
gaining weight so rapidly that the dietician had begun serving skimmed milk 
and skimmed soup. "No one has gained more than 19 pounds this fall," said 
Mrs. Jennie Blackburn, girls' dormitory hostess and sister of Lucille Sandefer, 
"the old record of 35 pounds has not yet been reached this year." 

The alumni Bulletin, forerunner of the Range Rider, was sent out monthly. 
In 1940, an invitation to hear Dale Carnegie, author of How to Win Friends 
and Influence People, was one of the announcements included, with an 
admission price of 75 cents.10 

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION 

As early as 1903, student-led groups were banding together for devotional 
meetings and community outreach, and the Mission Band was the largest and 
strongest of these. Students benefited when the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas was held on campus in 1914 as delegates and visitors to the convention 
who had not visited the college before could familiarize themselves with the 
school. It was hoped they would be impressed enough to encourage pro- 
spective students to enroll, as well as to consider supporting the school 
financially.21 By the early twenties, a Baptist Student Union (BSU) group was 
formed by.J.P. Boone. In October of that first year the State Convention of 
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BSU met on campus, bringing five hundred students from all over the state.22 

BSU and the HSU Office of Religious Activities is currently affiliated with 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas through the Division of Student Work, 
which employs a Director for each campus and an Associate Director for the 
more active campuses. 

For many years on the campus, the group had a faculty sponsor rather 
than a full-time salaried director. These sponsors included Mrs. MJ. Booth, 
W. Truett Walton, W.C. Ribble, Misses A.M. Carpenter, Eva Rudd, and Aileen 
Culpepper; In 1950, Truett Sheriff was appointed as the first Director of 
Religious Activities and served until 1957, after which John Petry directed 
for seven years. Byron Bryant, previous HSU Director of Public Relations, 
was then assigned and worked with John Petry administering Chapel pro- 
grams, supervising special religious events and special emphasis weeks, 
encouraging denominationally related scholarships, and doing all of the former 
duties of BSU directors. 

An annual International Student Weekend, organized by the division of 
Student Work of the BGCT, has been held each spring since 1959.23 HSU 
has been represented every year. The Christian message is articulated in ways 
that will be understood by such a varied assembly. 

From 1965 to 1978, Marshall Walker came to serve and was a very popular 
and innovative director. Walker's goal was to create a program which would 
"strike the imagination" of as many students as possible. Walker purposely 
agreed to be a sponsor of Tau Alpha Phi, a club founded in 1960 and composed 
of spirited young men, many of whom took positions of leadership after 
graduation. He acted as rodeo parade director, attended drama presentations, 
and did everything he could to indicate that the Christian life was not 
compartmentalized but a part of all areas of life. He began drama teams which 
went to churches and church camps to perform, particularly with puppets. 
He created the Celebration Singers—groups of students who answered in- 
vitations to both sacred and secular programs. At one time, had over three 
hundred students involved in representing the school. After-game fellowships 
were held for students to gather after basketball games. 

Two very different kinds of mission trips were begun during his years 
and have been continued by later directors. 

During the Christmas break, a mission team was sent to work under Jerry 
Johnson, class of'29 and Director of Missions in the tri-town area of Weslaco, 
Mission, and McAllen, Texas. Faculty, including Dr. Julian Bridges and Dr. 
B.W. Aston, joined to help the students. Spring Break mission projects 
included, and continue to include, revival teams, children's outreach min- 
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istries, construction jobs such as church building and repair work, and general 
missions. Gene Lake, Director of Missions in Indiana at the time his daughter 
attended school, cooperated with Walker to bring several teams of students 
to Indiana each year. By the 1970s, the total number of students going on 
these missions annually had grown from 25 to 150. Some have gone on to 
full-time Christian vocations after serving on these teams.24 Walker also 
conceived the idea of "Adopt-a-Child" at Christmas. Principals from two 
schools near campus provide a list of children who are brought to campus, 
and students each "adopt" a child who is given a present, brought to dinner 
in the cafeteria, and accompanied to a program put on by BSU performers. 

From the time the college opened, the worship time of daily half hour 
"prayers and praises" was led by each president and was usually thirty minutes 
long. In 1937, chapel assemblies were reduced to four times weekly. During 
the 1970s, chapel periods changed to a fifty-minute Tuesday program of 
spiritual emphasis and a Thursday program when a variety of programs took 
place. By the eighties, students had to earn chapel credits equal to half of 
the number of semesters of work done at the University. 

Over twenty-five years ago, Dr. Lee Hemphill of Abilene and his late wife, 
Lunelle, established an endowment to fund the Cornerstone Series. This 
sequence of Bible lectures is given annually to emphasize the basic cornerstones 
of the Christian faith as set out by early benefactor James B. Simmons in his 
Foundation Agreement. 

The Thomas F. Staley Foundation, which funds lecture series on small 
private campuses across the United States, made a gift to the University in 
the early 1970s which has made possible the Staley lectures. Speakers over 
the years such as Gordon Kingsley, Chester Swor, John Newport, T. B. Maston, 
Hardy Clemons, Robert Campbell, James Dunn, Esther Burroughs, ana Bill 
O'Brien25 have visited the campus. In 1975, the endowment fund was doubled 
by the foundation. 

Deann Styles moved to Abilene in 1978 when her husband, Richard, 
was appointed by President Jesse Fletcher as Vice President of Development. 
She served as interim director of BSU for the 1978-79 year. During that year, 
the Buske Memorial Religious Activities Center, a suite of offices in Moody 
Center, was given by her mother and family in honor of her father, G.B. "Pete" 
Buske of Friona, Texas. Buske had been a pioneer in the development of the 
multi-million dollar cattle feeding industry on the Texas High Plains, and 
a member of the Board of Development until his death in 1976. 

At the same ceremony, the Raulee Ribble Memorial Prayer Room was 
dedicated in honor of the freshman daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman C. 
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Ribble, Jr. Raulee had been killed in a car accident on the way home to 
Albuquerque at Thanksgiving. Funds were provided by the family, friends, 
and fellow students. "Adopt-a-Grandparent" was begun by Deann Styles; 
guests living in retirement centers are invited to come to the campus for an 
evening of activity each year. Students learn relationship skills with the elderly, 
and the visitors enjoy a Thanksgiving evening on campus.26 

Palmer McCown came to HSU in the fall of 1979, after serving as BSU 
Director at the University of Mary-Hardin Baylor in Belton. Beginning in 1980, 
McCown shifted the Spring Mission trips to Colorado, based out of the Pueblo 
area. These trips continued for five years. Mrs. Lunelle (Nix) Hemphill, died 
in Abilene while students were away on the 1987 Spring Mission trip. Shortly 
after, her family honored her memory when they established an endowment 
which is administered by the Director of Religious Activities. This endowment 
has enabled students to be involved in the mission outreach projects. Outreach 
trips have gone to Port Aransas, Eagle Pass, San Antonio, El Paso, and Salt 
Lake City. As a result of the emphasis on missions, there have been between 
one and four students serving as Journeymen or "US-Two missionaries" each 
year for at least the last twelve years. HSU also continues to be in the top 
five schools in numbers of student missionaries serving through the BSU of 
Texas; the program has sent from six to fifteen summer missionaries annually 
to serve both in the United States and abroad. Students make up ministry 
teams to serve all over Abilene every year as well. 

For several years, the University has wisely invited a furloughing missionary 
couple as missionaries-in-residence for the academic year. They enjoy a house 
provided by the generosity of Dr. Virginia Boyd, a retired physician who lives 
in an adjacent home on Sayles Avenue. The missionaries act as a "home-away- 
from-home" to children of other missionary families. Charles and Mary Love, 
who have served over twenty-five years in Guyana, are representative of 
missionairies-in-residence. Both are graduates of HSU as are four of their five 
children. 

A special time of revival emphasis is directed by BSU each fall. These 
campus revivals have been led by outstanding speakers such as Dan Yeary, 
Buckner Fanning, Bob Tremaine, Doug Tipps, Charlie Baker, James Flamming, 
Frank Pollard, Kenneth Chafin, Cecil Sherman, S. M. Lockeridge, Neal Jones, 
and Browning Ware. 
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ATHLETICS 

College students did not have nearly the choices of leisure time activities 
as they would have half a century later, so college athletics appealed to a 
large percentage of the student population. Track events were of great interest 
and involved quite a few students even though the records that were made 
did not compare with later days. 

W.A. "Pa" Daniel was the star jumper for Simmons. Daniel also managed 
the track meets as to the prizes to be awarded. He went to the local merchants 
to secure prizes for various events. "Pa" had an eye to business. The merchants 
usually asked him to suggest the prizes to be offered, and since he knew what 
events he would likely win, he suggested the awards he would prefer himself. 
As a result he kept himself supplied in shirts, sweaters, razors, shoes, hats 
and whatever else he needed to keep his wardrobe replenished.27 

In 1925, track was approved across Texas as an intercollegiate sport. The 
HSU track team carried off honors in the West Texas College League for several 
years. In state competition at Waco, Simmons gained two firsts and one second 
at the Cotton Palace Meet in 1913. The track team won its first dual meet 
with Howard Payne in 1927. Alton Terry joined the team as a freshman in 
1935 and set the Gulf Association Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) record for 
throwing the javelin 210 feet. He broke the record at the Drake Relays and 
set the National Intercollegiate record at 226'2". He qualified for the 1936 
Olympics and placed sixth in the javelin competition, the highest finish for 
the United States. Student interest in track and field events continued for 
many years but was gradually overshadowed by other sports. 

Gymnastics grew in importance when Otho Polk came to Simmons 
University. Polk captained the first gymnastics team in 1929. Born in Santa 
Anna, Polk attended Simmons from 1926 to 1930. Although he majored in 
mathematics, he had become an assistant instructor in physical education 
by his senior year and was so outstanding that President Sandefer named 
him instructor in physical education and in mechanical drawing upon his 
graduation. 

He earned an M.A. degree from Peabody College in 1935 while employed 
by HSU.28 Polk served on the Physical Education and Health Education faculty 
for an amazing fifty-one years, serving as Chairman of the Department for 
forty years. Polk retired in 1981 and died only a few years later. 

A plaque with a bronze likeness of Polk was placed in the foyer of the 
Mabee Physical Education Complex after his death. It was unveiled just before 
one of the annual high school tournaments for girls which he had begun in 
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1952 as an effort to offer laboratory experiences for Physical Education majors 
at the University. In 1985, he was posthumously inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame, formed in 1979. Moneys given by admirers of Dr. Polk have 
been used to establish a scholarship fund to help worthy students majoring 
in Physical Education.29 

Basketball was popular with both men and women. Posture and costume 
were proper and portrayed an elegance long lost in favor of informality and 
comfortable clothing. Girls began playing the game of basketball right after 
the turn of the century. The women, six to a team, wore skirts and long tops. 
The women's teams of 1911, 1912, and 1913 did not lose a game. The first 
time an athletic "S" was ever awarded to a woman at Simmons was after the 
1916-17 season. The first year of women's intercollegiate basketball was in 
1921. For a few years in the twenties, the women's teams were weak, but 
they had a winning season in 1925. 

Men's basketball began in 1908. The men wore sleeveless tops, shorts 
to the knees, and knee socks. In 1915, the men's team finished with a record 
of 9-0 under Coach H. D. Martin. Although Martin stayed only seven years, 
three of his teams were undefeated; in both 1918 and 1919, the Cowpokes 
went 5-0.30 In 1918, Marston Gymnasium was dedicated. The Texas A&M 
University basketball team came to play and was ahead 17-16 just before 
the end of the game. Virgil M. Bradley, star of the Simmons team, had been 
knocked to the floor but he shot desperately, and just as the final whistle 
blew, he made a basket while lying flat on his back. The timekeeper decided 
that the last shot had left Bradley's hands before the clock ran out, so Simmons 
won the game by one point. Bradley, class of 1919, was the first man inducted 
into the Athletic Hall of Fame in the new Mabee Athletic Complex. In his 
four years he won twelve varsity letters. 

The men's team did well again by winning the Texas Intercollegiate 
Basketball Championship in 1920 and 1921, and their record in 1923 was 
13-1. Coach Arthur Bell Hays came from John Tarleton College to mold athletic 
teams that would challenge any in the state. Simmons was a close contender 
for Texas Intercollegiate Athletic Association honors, the school having gained 
membership in 1914. Hays raised the level of athletics, and teams won the 
majority of games in football, basketball, and baseball. 

In 1926, the men won their first game in the new Cowboy Corral against 
Texas Tech. In 1929, the basketball team was the only team in the country 
to go through the conference season undefeated.31 Johnny H. Gregg attended 
Simmons University from 1926-30. He lettered in five sports and was named 
to the all-conference basketball team all four years. He was captain of the 
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team in 1929. The game was different in some ways in those days: 
Playing in the old Corral, the Cowboys became famous for their Delay 
Game. Under prevailing rules, there was no time limit in advancing 
the ball across the stripe, and the Cowboys set a ball-holding record 
that probably still stands. In one game, when the opposing players 
refused to force the action, the Cowboy team sat at the opposite end 
playing 'jacks'.32 

In 1929, "Jo-Jo" Gregg set a record for holding the ball eight seconds 
without moving. In 1930, he was named an All-American basketball player. 
He was honored by an athletic scholarship begun by Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Brown 
of Abilene after his death in 1960. 

By 1932, the Cowboys were Texas Conference champions for the fourth 
year in a row and were the highest scoring team of the area with an average 
of 48 points per game. The record was 7-1 in the Conference, and 10-7 overall. 
By 1935, Simmons had won the sixth title in seven years in the Texas 
Conference. The team was invited to play at the National Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) Basketball Tournament in Denver. In 1937, their record was 
16-1, losing only once at a state AAU meet in Dallas. 

As a sophomore in 1907, John A. Airhart had participated in track events 
and represented the school well by winning the mile race in Brownwood. 
In 1908, he was elected captain of the track team, and Simmons won the 
annual West Texas Track and Field competition. According to the Bronco 
of 1910, Airhart was "unquestionably the most popular athlete that has ever 
played on a Simmons team." 

Airhart also played football, and was team captain in 1909 although his 
father, Reverend G. B. Airhart of Merkel, was conscientiously opposed to the 
rough sport. In late October, 1909, during a game against Howard Payne 
College, he was tackled, hit his bare head on the ground, and suffered a 
concussion. The whole student body was concerned since another promising 
student, Andrew Z. Morgan, had died that fall of peritonitis following a 
ruptured appendix.33 The football team had won all seven games of the season. 
On November 17, however, they were to play Baylor on the Simmons' field. 
Airhart was not fully recovered and, while he kicked a field goal which became 
the only score the team made in the game, he suffered vertigo and was taken 
out of the game because of obvious difficulty in coordinating his movements. 
He went into a coma a few hours later. His mother and the hostess of Anna 
Hall, as well as fellow students, took turns caring for him since hospital facilities 
in the area were meager. After a few weeks he was transferred to Baylor Hospital, 
where he died on March 15, 1910. 
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Even after losing Airhart, the team won the league championship with 
the help of players like Ollie Wooten and Robert Collins. While playing on 
the 1909 team, Collins was the first man in the nation to develop the use 
of the spiral pass from center. Simmons won the West Texas football Loving 
Cup in 1910, losing only one game that season, but John Airhart's death caused 
Simmons to discontinue football for seven years. Football had already been 
under severe scrutiny across the nation, and even President Theodore Roosevelt 
entered discussions on the sport. Rule changes were made "to eliminate the 
practice where twenty-two men would form a stack, the very weight of which 
could kill a player caught near the bottom."34 

The Simmons College teams were named "Cowboys" beginning in 1913, 
for no apparent reason other than their western heritage.35 Each dormitory 
had its own special yell besides the cheers for the sports teams. In fact, Rupert 
Richardson remembered a teacher of modern languages and hostess of Anna 
Hall who was so distraught by the unladylike behavior that she suggested 
her girls instead should buy little horns and blow the horns when the men 
made a good play; the idea was ignored.36 

On December 15, 1916, the school newspaper, the Brand proclaimed: 
"Football Likely To Be Reinstated." The city newspaper wrote: "Football Will 
be Permitted at Simmons with Limitations."37 The student body was elated 
even though Simmons lost first to North Texas State Normal school and then 
to the Howard Payne Yellow Jackets.38 Victor Payne captained the squad. A 
popular student, he was elected in 1919 as President of the Student Council. 
H.A. Easterday was coach, and in 1919 the Cowboys set a scoring record 
with an 89-19 victory over the Dallas Athletic Club. The first time football 
players had numbers on their uniforms was during the 1922 season. Johnnie 
"Bullet" Camp played his first year of football at Tarleton before coming to 
Simmons in 1921. He played his last year with the Cowboys in 1923. P.E. 
Shotwell was the new coach. 

P. E. Shotwell, class of 1926, married Ura V. Crawford who was the first 
recipient of an M.A. degree from Simmons. Shotwell was a prominent football 
coach in West Texas for over fifty years, during which time he coached at 
Simmons College from 1923 to 1926. 

Shotwell was the first man to organize elementary school athletics in the 
Abilene School system.39 In 1966, a Pete Shotwell Appreciation Day was held 
in Abilene and the announcement was made that the Abilene Public Schools 
Stadium would be renamed in his honor.40 He was inducted into the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1972. He died August 2, 1978.41 

Dr. and Mrs. J.M. Estes were great supporters of Simmons. The school 
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social event of the fall season was the annual football banquet hosted for several 
years by Dr. and Mrs. Estes at the downtown Grace Hotel. Two hundred 
guests including members of the football teams, coaches, the Cowboy Band, 
the pep leaders and squad, and some longstanding supporters of the com- 
munity attended. In 1926, the Simmons Cowboys won their first Texas 
Conference championship. They were coached by P. E. Shotwell with Victor 
Payne assisting. The team won the championship again in 1927. The Texas 
Conference for Football became the Texas Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
in the late twenties. In 1928, Frank Bridges was named Athletic Director, 
and the football team finished second in the Conference. That year the team 
barely lost to SMU and scored a 3-0 victory over the University of Texas team 
at Fair Park Stadium in Abilene. Bridges stayed only one year, although the 
school finished second in the Conference. 

Les Cranfill began his coaching career as a backfield coach in 1926, and 
three years later, he was named Athletic Director and head football and 
basketball coach. He then led the Cowboys to five Texas Conference cham- 
pionships in basketball and one in football. To attract larger crowds, he had 
lights installed on the field in the summer of 1929, making Simmons one 
of the first schools in Texas equipped for night games. In 1967, he was inducted 
into the Texas High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame.42 

The first football player to focus national attention on the school was 
Carl Peay, a three-sport letterman. In 1933, he was named to the United Press 
International All-American Honorable Mention football team, putting Simmons 
University beside such names as Pittsburgh, Notre Dame, and Stanford. 

Frank Kimbrough was a four-sport letterman and All Texas Conference 
quarterback during his playing days at Simmons College from 1922-25. He 
returned as head coach to lead the Cowboys in the most success the team 
had enjoyed in the history of the University. His teams played the toughest 
opponents he could schedule. During his six-year tenure, the Cowboys won 
84 percent of their games, compiled 2 undefeated seasons, and had undefeated 
strings of 12 and 19 contests. 

In 1935, the Cowboys earned a trip to the inaugural Sun Bowl in El Paso, 
and went again in 1937, when they beat Texas College of Mines 34-6 before 
a crowd of several thousand. The 1937 team became the first HSU squad 
in the "modern era" of football to go undefeated with an 8-0-1 record.43 

Kimbrough coached T. Burns McKinney, who was selected for the Little All- 
American first team as a senior, the first athlete so honored in the history 
of the school. After college, McKinney was an outstanding referee in the 
Southwest Conference. 
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Kimbrough also coached Eddie Sprinkle and Clyde "Bulldog" Turner, 
who made the Associated Press Little Ail-American and the New York Sun's 
All American teams in 1939. Turner played in the Shrine East-West game 
and was the first small college player to gain a starting berth in the College 
All-Star game. He played twelve years for the Chicago Bears in the National 
Football League. He was inducted into the Helms NAIA Hall of Fame in 1951, 
the National Football Foundations Hall of Fame in 1961, and the NFL Hall 
of Fame in 1966. Turner was inducted into the HSU Hall of Fame in 1979.44 

Having made quite a name for himself at HSU, Frank Kimbrough was hired 
away by Baylor University in 1940. 

Otis Crowell played football from 1934-36 as a tackle and was known 
as "Giant Tackle" and "Mountain Proportioned Tackle." Crowell was inducted 
into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990 along with one of his teammates, 
Carrol Benson. Benson played football and basketball, and for many years 
was a coach in Merkel.45 

Truett Rattan was a member of the 1940 undefeated and untied Cowboy 
football team. He played one year at New Mexico Junior College before 
transferring to Hardin-Simmons. He was named All-Border Conference and 
honorable mention Associated Press All- American in 1940 and Little All 
American in 1941. He was vice president of the Hardin-Simmons Club and 
played forward on the basketball team. He was posthumously inducted into 
the HSU Hall of Fame in 1986. Coach Warren Woodson called Rattan the 
best college tackle he had ever coached.46 Another member of the 1940 team 
was H.C. Burris, a three-year starter in football, who won three letters in 
basketball and tennis. He was named to the Small College Ail-American team 
in 1941. He was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985.47 

Baseball was played from the time the school opened. The college team 
of 1909 won the West Texas Baseball Championship by defeating Howard 
Payne 6-1. In 1914, Roy Bradley batted .477. Bradley began coaching bas- 
ketball and baseball in 1917 when Coach H. D. Martin went to war and 
remained after Martin returned in 1919. As coach for 1916-17, Bradley won 
11 of 14 basketball games and 13 of 16 baseball games. Bradley and Martin 
were required to teach physical education classes as well as attend to their 
coaching duties. Cran Hardin became the first renowned relief pitcher and 
Jesse F. "T-Bone" Winters played his first year of baseball. He was a pitcher 
and utility fielder. After leaving college, Winters played professional baseball 
with the New York Giants. He was a former mayor of Abilene in the middle 
1950s and the large loop around Abilene was named Winters Freeway in 
his honor. Winters was inducted into the HSU Hall of Fame in 1990.48 
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Irvin Compere, who later played professional baseball, Argo Davis, and 
Carl Coke Rister were other outstanding ball players.49 Rister worked his way 
through school by tailoring men's clothes in a little shop he called "Simmons 
Corner" just off campus.50 He became such a fine baseball player that he 
considered making baseball a career, but after graduating with honors, he 
became an instructor in history at Simmons. He studied to earn an M.A. and 
continued to teach at Simmons at the same time. He pursued a Ph.D. degree 
at George Washington University in 1925. He was soon acknowledged as 
an academic scholar for his several books concerning history of the south- 
western United States including The Greater Southwest, which he co-authored 
with Rupert N. Richardson.51 It was a loss to the school when Dr. Rister left 
to head the History Department at the University of Oklahoma, where he 
enjoyed a brilliant career. 

In 1921, Wayne "Lefty" Middleton was chosen as one of the two best 
pitchers in Texas and was given a tryout with the Cleveland Indians. In 1926, 
the first "no hitter" was thrown by Bob Potter of Roscoe, Texas, in defeating 
Dallas University 4-0.52 

In 1924, the question arose whether tennis should become a major sport 
at HSU. Gib Sandefer, Arthur Holt, and Guy Caldwell all played in 1925; 
the tennis team won its first conference title in 1926. Raymond De Berry won 
the second consecutive Texas Conference Singles Championship in 1929, and 
the tennis team record of games was 5-1. In dual matches in 1933, the school 
record was 4-1, losing the conference meet to Austin College. M. M. Ballard 
was one of the champions of the thirties. Willard Foster won the Texas 
Conference Singles Crown in 1936. 

Golf was adopted as an official sport in the Texas Conference in 1932. 
Twelve golfers came out to practice on the Crescent golf course under the 
direction of Professor D.W. Arnette. 

In 1938, Archery was added to the sports schedule on campus. Athletics 
at Simmons certainly brought glory to the name of the school, and many 
of the student athletes went on to bring further honor to themselves and to 
the University. 

BUILDINGS 

Sandefer's term progressed solidly and three buildings grew to twelve, 
representing an investment of ^ over $1 million and an endowment growth 
from $30,000 to $500,000. 

In 1911, the buildings on campus were connected by 2,000 feet of cement 
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walks and a Macadam driveway of 3,000 feet circling in front of the buildings. 
The 1916 class donated a concrete walk to stretch from the new administration 
building all the way across to the Simmons Supply store. Years later, the class 
of 1930 gave money to build more sidewalks.53 

By 1913, Abilene Hall, a new administrative building with a chapel to 
seat 600, classroom space, and a bookstore was erected at a cost of $40,000. 
The architects for the building were Hughes and Olds Architectural Firm. 
The photos indicate an attractive building with several pillars at the wide 
entrance.64 A fire ruined the building on February 10, 1947. 

In 1916, Mary Frances Hall, a beautiful red brick structure finished with 
white stone, and large white pillars at the entrance, was built at a cost of 
$50,000. It was named after the wives of Colonel C. W. Merchant and Colonel 
J. H. Parramore, who each gave a few thousand dollars to encourage the 
community to get behind the project. Although the Parramore gift was 
significantly larger, the gesture was just one of several gifts which indicated 
the strong friendship the Merchants and Parramores felt for each other as 
well as for the school. The large reception area had shining oak floors and 
twin fireplaces. The high ceilings hovered over a wide stairway—used in the 
photographs of many brides. This building was converted from use as a 
women's dormitory to office use in the summer of 1954.54 Twenty-six years 
later, after every attempt was made to restore the building, it was razed because 
of severe structural damage. Only the towering oak trees around it remain 
to shade the newly built Johnson Building erected on the same site in 1990. 

In 1918, Edgar L. Marston of New York City became the largest donor 
for a desperately needed gymnasium, later named for him. Marston Gym- 
nasium was built on the pattern of the YMCA gyms of the day (1918) with 
bleacher seats on the second floor and balcony which surrounded the bas- 
ketball court. When not used for games, it could ,seat four hundred people. 
The first floor had offices and dressing rooms on one half with a swimming 
pool taking up the other half. New floors were installed, but it was still usable 
in the sixties with physical education activity going on twelve months of the 
year.55 Remodelling was done in 1977 and again in 1985 because the building 
was worth saving. Architects for the remodeling were Tittle, Luther and Loving. 
It is now the oldest building on campus, though it is refaced with new brick 
and connected with the new Mabee Physical Education Complex. 

In the fall of 1918, Smith Hall was taken over as a government barracks 
and used to house male students. The young women rooming there moved 
to Cowden Hall.56 Smith Hall was condemned by city inspectors in April, 
1952, so it was evacuated and demolished that summer.57 
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In 1918-19 Simmons Science Hall was built around the walls and 
foundation of the original "Old Main" building of 1892. It was a large, well- 
equipped building constructed at a cost of $181,000. The building contained 
physical, chemical, and biological laboratories, professors' offices and lecture 
rooms, and the offices of the President, Dean, and Secretary-Treasurer.58 

Ferguson Hall, dedicated to Mrs. W. P. Ferguson, was erected in 1926 
at a cost of $175,000. It was three stories, 25,800 square feet, built on the 
"Oxford plan" with separate entries to different suites, and able to accom- 
modate about 125 men. A lobby was added in 1940 and remodeling in 1953 
cost $150,000. Closed for three or four years prior to 1969, it was reopened 
after being equipped with heating and air conditioning. Ferguson Hall, located 
on the west side of campus across from Mabee Athletic Center, is now a 
women's dormitory. In the eighties, the exterior was restyled and new carpet 
and new furnishings were installed.59 Architects for Ferguson Hall were F. 
C. Olds, Landes, and Campbell. 

In 1924, a president's home was constructed at the entrance of the campus, 
built at a cost of $18,000. The architect for this building was David Castle.60 

Dr. and Mrs. J.D. Sandefer were the first residents. It was eventually named 
Grace Sandefer Compere Hall, honoring the eldest daughter of J.D. Sandefer. 
Truett and Grace (Sandefer) Compere were the first couple of many to be 
married there. With each incoming president, there were slight renovations. 
When a new president's home was built on the opposite side of the campus, 
Compere Hall was remodeled with a gift from the W. A. Streich family of 
Wichita Falls. It was the Development Center until 1977. In 1978, the building 
housed the offices of the Abilene Baptist Association and the International 
Language Institute. Mr. Ed Compere (son of Grace Sandefer Compere and 
the grandson of President Sandefer) funded a modernization and remodeling 
again. The building was then used by the Division of Religion and Philosophy, 
next by News and Information and Campus Security, and in 1990 as the 
office of University Relations and Alumni Relations. 

Two other buildings from this period are now razed. The "Cowboy Corral," 
a gymnasium, was a wooden structure built in 1926 at a cost of $8,000. It 
stood where the present ROTC building now stands. The Senior Class 
attempted to sponsor the cost, but because the class was never able to secure 
sufficient funds, CM. Caldwell finally assumed the debt. With a seating 
capacity of 1,600 and a floor space of 80 by 110 feet, Simmons had one of 
the best covered basketball courts in Texas.61 

Parramore Field, built in 1916, became Parramore Stadium in 1928 after 
the addition of more bleachers.62 Because of the elimination of football, the 
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bleachers were dismantled and eventually removed. When football was reinstated 
in 1990, plans were announced to build another stadium on the site. 

The first cafeteria, nicknamed "The Beanery," was built in 1927 and a 
large kitchen was added in 1947.63 

A temporary wooden, tabernacle-like structure was erected between Anna 
Hall and Old Main in 1911 to be used for chapel assemblies. Seating seven 
hundred people, it was used until a chapel building was completed in 1928. 
Mrs. W. J. Behrens contributed to improvements to the building in 1946 that 
increased the seating to 1,800. The ceiling over the stage was raised, the exterior 
was finished with limestone, and a tower for chimes was constructed over 
the front entrance.64 The building was renamed Behrens Chapel. W. J. Behrens, 
a pioneer life insurance man, served for many years on the Board of Trustees. 
When he died in 1940, his wife, Grace, became a trustee because of the couple's 
longstanding interest in the school. 

The CM. Caldwell family has been important to the University for 
generations, supporting it with their time, prayers, and money. Born in 1880 
in Palo Pinto County, Clifton Mott Caldwell dropped out of school at age 
thirteen to help his parents on the farm. He soon was sent to Colorado City 
to live with an uncle so that he could re-enter school. The Caldwell family 
moved from Gordon to Breckenridge when he was sixteen. On their first 
Sunday in Breckenridge "the word got around that four boys from the country 
were going to join the church, and the girls came to look us over," said Caldwell. 
One of those girls, a Presbyterian, Cora Belle Keathley, became his wife in 
1901 and became a Southern Baptist in 1904. They soon had three children 
named Guy, Mildred, and Agnes. 

The family moved to Austin in 1908 with their three children so that 
CM. could obtain his law degree at the University of Texas. He received 
his degree in 1911. Cora worked hard, looking after the children and caring 
for the boarders they took in to their rented home near the campus. 

In 1911, they returned to Breckenridge, where Caldwell began to practice 
law. At thirty-one, he became the Stephens County attorney, a post he held 
for four years. In 1915, he made his first oil investment, and by 1917, as 
the oil boom in nearby Ranger grew, he and a close friend, Breck S. Walker, 
formed an oil company with a capitalization of $1,500,000 with offices in 
Breckenridge and Fort Worth. After the Ranger boom, there was an oil boom 
in Breckenridge. Caldwell and his partner were so successful they were able 
to diversify, principally into farm and ranch operations.65 

In 1922, the family moved to Abilene and the city soon benefited in many 
ways. The Caldwells donated land they owned on which Hendrick Hospital 



Six 122 

was built. They paid the entire $105,000, the largest gift to that date, for 
the building of the music hall at Simmons College, which was completed 
in 1924. Designed by architect David Castle, the building provided lecture 
rooms, studios for music and art, and a college museum. When the building 
was finished, CM. would not allow it to be called by the family name, because 
he wished to avoid publicity for charitable deeds. Twenty-three years later, 
in 1943, Rupert Richardson, then acting President of HSU, named the titleless 
building the "Caldwell Fine Arts Building." In the late fifties, "Judge" Caldwell 
also paid for the building renovations, which unfortunately concealed the 
original interior design on the second floor. A north two-story wing was added. 
The lower floor became the band hall and the upper floor was used as a recital 
hall. 

Caldwell was active in civic affairs during both World Wars. While in 
Stephens County, he chaired the War Loan Drive in WWI, and he was 
appointed to the same post for Taylor County during WWII. He helped raise 
over $40 million in war bonds and stamps. Caldwell was first appointed to 
the Board of Trustees of the College in 1919. He served for fifteen years as 
its chairman. For over forty years, he served on the boards of Citizens National 
Bank in Abilene and the Abilene Savings Association.66 As a founding director 
of the Brazos River Authority, he set guidelines and practices which were 
responsible for the series of dams and lakes on the Brazos River, including 
Lake Possum Kingdom.67 Caldwell received many honors from varied sources. 
He served on the Board of Regents at the University of Texas as well as the 
Board of Directors of the Texas and Pacific Railroad. 

The couple were not only outstanding citizens, but were also distinguished 
by their genuinely Christian behavior and respected for their work in First 
Baptist Church. Mrs. Caldwell financed the education of many girls at Hardin- 
Simmons University and of students attending Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. She also served as President of District 17 Women's Missionary 
Union of Texas. Mrs. Caldwell died in 1950 in Abilene. 

The Boy Scouts of America, Texas Heritage Foundation, West Texas 
Chamber of Commerce, State Fair of Texas, Hendrick Hospital, and the Abilene 
Fat Stock Show all honored Judge Caldwell. He was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree from Hardin-Simmons University and remained a 
member of the Board of Trustees of both the university and Hendrick Memorial 
Hospital until 1965, when he chose to retire at age eighty-five. He remained 
as a senior advisory trustee until his death on August 10, 1968.68 His son, 
the late Guy Caldwell, and daughter-in-law, Jeanette (Tippit) Caldwell, were 
graduates of Simmons. After a lifetime of service to the University they were 
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presented the Distinguished Alumni Award in 1981, the first couple ever to 
receive the award jointly. Daughter Mildred (Caldwell) Touchstone is de- 
ceased. Agnes (Caldwell) Beckham, another daughter, resides in Abilene, is 
active in First Baptist Church, volunteers at Hendrick Medical Center, and 
has served several terms on the University Board of Trustees and the Board 
of Development. The legacy of this family has been memorialized in the brick 
and mortar they helped fund to make the campus an attractive and functional 
one. 

ENROLLMENT AND FUNDING 

The University teetered on the brink of bankruptcy many times through 
these three decades and was sustained only by faith in God's promises and 
the dedication of hundreds of individuals. The annual giving from churches 
of the city and area has been vital to the University budget through the years. 
Millard A. Jenkens, pastor of First Baptist Church of Abilene for thirty-two 
years, was highly revered for many reasons, including his concern for the 
University and its financial needs. Jenkens was nationally known as the author 
of many books published by the Broadman Press of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, he was well loved by his congregation, and he gave guidance 
to countless ministerial and lay students of the College. At the very first church 
meeting held after Jenkens assumed leadership, he included in the agenda 
a proposal for regular support for the College: 

The first business conference held by the church after Millard came 
to Abilene was on December 1, 1915. In this conference the matter 
of giving a definite part of the annual church budget to Simmons 
College for its operating expense was presented. The church began 
a pattern in that meeting which has continued throughout the years. 
The recommendation was accepted and this has been done every year 
since.69 

The school has depended greatly on gifts from many churches, individu- 
als, and foundations to balance its annual budget. These funds were never 
taken for granted and were gratefully received. 

In 1919, the Southern Baptist Convention organized a $75,000,000 
campaign at the annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia. The idea was to raise 
money to help all denominational causes, but to help the schools in the South 
in particular. At the executive meeting of the State Convention in 1920 in 
Dallas, it was reported that $16 million of this money would be handled by 
Texas Baptists when it was raised. Simmons College was urged to come into 
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the campaign with the promise that they would receive $500,000, the sum 
to be paid in amounts of $ 100,000 annually. The State Board assured President 
Sandefer and the Board that it would be safe to go ahead and spend $250,000 
to pay off a small indebtedness carried on the newly completed Science 
Building, and to carry on with further building. From the outset, it was against 
the better judgment of the local board and of President Sandefer to associate 
with the campaign, since no one connected with it was supposed to solicit 
money for his own school for a period of five years. When the campaign 
ran its course, Simmons received less than $140,000, only a small amount 
more than the First Baptist Church of Abilene itself gave to the Campaign. 
Meanwhile, the trustees had borrowed money at eight percent interest on 
their $250,000 promise; when they were eventually awarded less than half 
that amount, the school was left heavily in debt.70 

The Education Board of New York had promised $100,000 if the school 
would raise $200,000 by January 1, 1925. Professor Lucien Campbell, head 
of the Department of English, gave an excellent speech to faculty and students 
in December of 1924 titled "College Loyalty." At the close of this chapel period, 
President Sandefer mentioned that he was hoping to raise a few large gifts 
and begin the student drive later in the week. To everyone's surprise, pledges 
began immediately, and the assembly time continued for over two and one 
half hours. More than $37,000 in pledges were received. As the day went 
on, other faculty and absent students gave a total of $40,000. "This is the 
greatest day in the history of Simmons," said Sandefer.71 

When the title "Simmons College" was changed to "Simmons University" 
in 1925, the Catalogue gave some promotional statistics: 

This university [meaning as of the time of title change] began its history 
with property in grounds, buildings, laboratories, libraries, and other 
equipment valued at above $800,000, income from half a million 
dollars endowment, more than a thousand students and many thousands 
of graduates, exstudents [sic], and friends at home and abroad - 
inherited from Simmons College. 

That year there were 1,263 students enrolled.72 Church-related schools 
were struggling to maintain enrollment since more and more students were 
attending the more recently opened state-supported schools, which were more 
affordable and less restrictive. Enrollment in the late thirties was holding at 
slightly over 1,100 students.73 This pattern continued, as indicated in the 
statement from the 1940 Catalogue report on Christian Education. 

The need for endowed scholarships and loans became critical. By 1930, 
several loan funds had been set up by individuals, or in honor of individuals. 
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Money was loaned to students at five percent per year with the severe restriction 
that the note must be co-signed by two other people whose moral and financial 
status could be verified.74 Tuition had to continue to increase although it had 
always remained lower than at many other private schools, and Simmons 
provided more scholarship help than most. 

The school always struggled financially due to relatively small enroll- 
ments, private rather than government funding, and the commitment to 
educating students who intended to serve as pastors and missionaries. The 
children of these preachers and missionaries were welcomed at a lower cost 
than for other students, but the result was that the school fell further and 
further behind financially. In October of 1931, a motion was made that the 
President, along with CM. Caldwell, Judge T. M. Wagstaff, and the college 
business manager J. T. Haney, send a petition to the Secretary of State. Sandefer 
and the trustees realized that the Charter of the University needed to be 
amended so that these men who had the legal responsibility of the school 
would be able to execute a mortgage and create a lien on the property of 
the institution or any part thereof, to secure any indebtedness due by Simmons 
University, or to borrow money for the benefit of the University.76 

The November 21,1931, minutes show that board members were carrying 
$140,191 in notes, and George S. Anderson made the motion that the trustees 
ask the alumni to raise one-half of the total indebtedness or approximately 
$157,000, and that the trustees do their best to raise the other half. For the 
first fifty years of the school's history, there were never more than twenty- 
six members of the Board of Trustees. (In 1990 there were forty-two appointed 
members.) Most, if not all, of these men felt a personal responsibility to 
underwrite any school debts which could not be paid otherwise, to promote 
the school by letter and speech, to encourage financial interest from their 
friends, and to encourage prospective students to consider HSU. A "Dollar- 
a-Month" club was begun by alumni and ex-students who agreed to give at 
least a dollar per month indefinitely to help decrease the school's financial 
deficit. 

As the University became affected by a nationwide depression, faculty 
salaries were reduced by ten percent for the year 1931-32, and the next year 
by thirty percent. Even with that reduction the University was able to pay 
salaries only five of the nine months that year. By 1933, t^e school was in 
desperate financial straits. On August 31, 1933, despite their own individual 
financial struggles, forty-three faculty and staff members donated all back 
salaries owed to them.77 In 1990 dollars, the total amount would be worth 
approximately $300,000. In an unusually Christ-like action, the forty-three 
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people signed a statement which declared the following: 
Realizing the nature of the financial difficulties under which Simmons 
University has labored for the past few years and realizing further that 
the University will not be able to meet the amount of salaries to 
employees and faculty which is past due, we, the members of the faculty 
and the employees of Simmons University, hereby relinquish and 
contribute to the University all salaries up until August 31, 1933. 

President Sandefer was the first to sign. Following his example, virtually 
all the key staff and faculty members signed the statement.78 The original signed 
statement is framed and on display in Ellis Center. 

Not everyone suffered during the economic downturn of the time, 
however. T. G. Hendrick was a rancher and a businessman who amassed 
eight huge ranches in West Texas and New Mexico between 1890 and 1935. 
Tom and his wife, Ida, had one son born early in the 1890s on their ranch 
in New Mexico, but he lived only three or four years. Biographers differ on 
whether the boy died of dysentery or diptheria. Sadly, the couple had no 
other children. Hendrick organized three successful banks in Odessa, in 1907, 
1908 and 1932, serving as president of each. According to his biographer, 
Oscar Kimsey Bowen,79 Judge Hendrick was facing possible bankruptcy in 
-the mid-twenties. As early as 1919, he had leased a large portion of his ranch 
for oil and gas production, but his drilling efforts turned out to be a poor 
risk until November 6, 1926 when the No. 1 T.G. Hendrick brought in the 
first oil. From then on, the Hendricks were on their way to riches, which 
they shared for the benefit of many in West Texas. 

In 1939, the Hendrick Home for Children was formally opened in Abilene, 
supported by a foundation the Hendricks established. When the West Texas 
Sanitarium had been in financial trouble in 1935 the Hendricks had rescued 
it, and the Sanitarium trustees renamed it Hendrick Medical Center in 1937.80 

The couple had agreed to donate in cash the sum of $100,000 to Hardin- 
Simmons University to pay its outstanding debt.81 Their larger contribution 
to the University, however, came from the many children who grew up at 
Hendrick Home and enrolled in the University, and from the great convenience 
all HSU students have enjoyed by having a hospital nearby when medical 
emergencies arise. 

The very first President's Annual Report was written in 1938 by Professor 
Richardson since Sandefer's health was declining, and it is evident that the 
school was beginning to recover from the depression. A high amount of student 
aid was given to ministers, including minister's wives. Allowances given to 
honor graduates showed a substantial increase. Many members of the Cowboy 
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Band had gone through college on scholarships, but the funds for them had 
decreased as had service scholarships, so alumni began helping in these areas. 
More than one hundred students benefited from federal aid in amounts ranging 
from $67.50 to $135 per year, a small help, at least.82 

Because the school maintained a very broad curriculum for a school its 
size, and because there were small numbers of students in each class, the 
cost of instruction was always correspondingly greater than in many schools. 
Although the school had been in operation for nearly fifty years, a full schedule 
was taught by most administrative officers including the president, executive 
vice-president, dean of the University, assistant dean, dean of student life, 
dean of the school of fine arts, and dean of women. Salaries for both staff 
and faculty at this time were only about two-thirds of salaries at the state 
schools. The average salary for faculty in 1937 was $ 1,800, equivalent to about 
$19,000 nowadays.83 

A teachers' retirement plan was adopted by the faculty for the first time 
in 1939 but was not approved by the Board of Trustees. Rupert N. Richardson, 
Executive Vice-President, made known that national and state legislation had 
been enacted in most industries and professions, and the people of Texas 
had voted in a system of retirement benefits for teachers in state colleges and 
public schools. Richardson could always be counted on to urge Board members 
to give serious thought to salary raises and other benefits for those working 
at the college, and he suggested on this occasion that they give serious thought 
to some adequate and satisfactory form of retirement. 

The athletic record of the school was generally quite satisfactory, but the 
auditor's report on the athletic program revealed heavy losses. Most schools 
subsidized athletics, but in state schools contributions of outside supporters 
sustained the athletic program. "Unfortunately, in Hardin-Simmons the burden 
of sustaining the athletic program is thrown back on the school almost 
wholly."84 This accumulating deficit continued without sufficient response 
for twenty years longer, until football had to be dropped in 1964.85 

The economy of the country and Hardin-Simmons University improved 
dramatically at the onset of World War II. New money was generated, more 
jobs were created, and standards of living improved. New and larger student 
scholarships were funded, beginning in 1939. The Women's Missionary 
Unions of the district contributed nearly $1,000 toward scholarships for 
students planning to work in some sort of religious service after graduation. 
Several other friends of the school added $2,000, and altogether the University 
gave $8,000 toward scholarships of this kind.86 Catalogues of the period 
indicate that scholarships were expanded to aid students in most of the major 
study areas. 
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CONCLUSION 

The fiftieth anniversary was properly celebrated during the academic year 
of 1940-41. A Semi-Centennial committee was formed and a plan discussed 
for suitable programs to be held, "fitting tribute and recognition of those dead 
and to those living whose services and money contributed to the founding 
and on-going of Hardin-Simmons University."87 A Symposium on Education 
and Evangelism was held on Founders Day weekend in April. Benefactors 
Day was held in May in honor of John G. and Mary C. Hardin. 

The one lone wooden building standing on acres of prairie grass some 
miles from the rest of the tiny railroad town had expanded to a landscaped 
campus which included tennis courts, a track, a graveled driveway, concrete 
walks, and twelve sturdy brick buildings. 

In 1891, the fledgling institution and its tiny faculty had fewer than 
one hundred students attending classes from grade one to middle high school. 
Fifty years later, the University offered both undergraduate and graduate 
degrees, correspondence and special course offerings. The faculty had grown 
from five to forty-seven, and the student enrollment had multiplied tenfold. 
The population of West Texas was still small, but college students enrolled 
from several states and from overseas. The strict Baptist roots were still very 
much in evidence, but the restrictions were more than compensated for by 
the spiritual stability, the personal interest given to students by an immea- 
surably loyal faculty, and the campus activities, which included visitors from 
all over the world who gave the best of performances in music and lecture. 
"Town and gown" mixed well, and the two newer denominational schools 
enjoyed the good relationship with the community which Hardin-Simmons 
had begun. By 1940, the city had become the home of three solid academic 
institutions including Abilene Christian College (supported by the Church 
of Christ congregations), and McMurry (Methodist) College; the townspeople 
supported the schools well, and enjoyed the benefits the colleges brought 
to Abilene. 


