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T. he college presidency of Jefferson Davis 
Sandefer (1909-1940) was to extend through the first World War, the greatest 
financial depression developed countries had ever known, and the beginning 
of a second World War. His coming to Simmons College was under unusual 
circumstances. When President Cooper announced his resignation in 1909, 
the first vote of the trustees was to bring former First Baptist Church pastor 
Lee R. Scarborough back to Abilene, this time as president of the school. 
(Scarborough had been on the Board of Trustees when President C. R. Hairfield 
resigned in 1902 and was influential in convincing educator O. H. Cooper 
to come to Simmons College when Hairfield left.) Scarborough spent a day 
in Abilene with the trustees in the directors' room of the Citizens National 
Bank, praying and discussing the question. 

After much deliberation, Scarborough declined the invitation, feeling he 
should continue training ministerial students at SWBTS (Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary). He agreed to serve with C. C. Coleman, another Board 
member, as a Presidential Search Committee. When the committee submitted 
the list, Cooper drew a line through the dozen or so names one after another. 
Then he wrote the name of Jefferson Davis Sandefer at the bottom of the 
list and handed it back to the committee, with the comment "He is your man."1 

This man, named after a former President of the Confederacy, was born 
on a farm in Sharp County, Arkansas, on March 13, 1868, and moved as 
a child with his parents and siblings to Parker County, Texas. Of his early 
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years, he wrote, "I attended a country school on our farm two or three months 
a year ... on rainy days. On fair days, I worked on the farm. At the age 
of 18,1 could not work fractions in arithmetic. My education was not beyond 
the fourth or fifth grade."2 Sandefer entered Parker Institute at Whitt in Parker 
County and received his A.B. degree after six years because he had to work 
to pay his way through college. He then became president of Strawn College 
in Palo Pinto County, Texas (1893-1899), and from 1900 to 1901 he was 
Superintendent of Schools in Granbury. From 1901 to 1906 he was professor 
of Latin and history at John Tarleton College in Stephenville. During that 
time, he did special work at the University of Texas to receive his teaching 
certificate. In 1907, he earned a Bachelor of Philosophy degree from the 
University of Chicago and had enough credits to receive an M.A. but was 
never granted it. After one year as Superintendent of Schools in Stephenville, 
he became president of Tarleton College in 1908.3 

Jefferson Davis Sandefer, called "Dave" by his early friends, married Lucile 
Gilbert of Nashville, Tennessee, in 1893. Lucile attended Martin Female 
College at Pulaski, Tennessee; Howard Female College at Gallatin, Tennessee; 
Southern Female University at Birmingham, Alabama; and she studied art 
and music at the Nashville Conservatory.4 She served on the faculty when 
her young husband headed Strawn College. She was clever, loyal, and optimistic, 
and was an active partner throughout her husband's professional life. 

Sandefer was a strong advocate of prohibition. He had been impressed 
as a youngster by a Methodist circuit rider preacher who had spoken of the 
problems connected with alcohol. A far greater impression, however, was made 
on him by his mother, Lucretia, who "was intensely religious and brought 
her children up to respect God, the teacher, minister, and anyone else holding 
a position of trust or responsibility."5 His first speech on the subject was at 
Gordon, Texas, and included descriptions of homes and individuals ruined 
by strong drink. While he was preaching, a man drove his wagon past the 
assembled group, calling out in a drunken stupor a loud protest against 
prohibition. He drove on. As Sandefer was finishing, the local doctor asked 
him to accompany him two or three miles out of town to an accident. There 
lay the same drunken man at the partially opened gate to his small home. 
He had fallen in front of the team of mules and was crushed by the wheels 
of his wagon. When Sandefer saw the man's young wife run from her house 
with four little children, the tragic results of intoxication were impressed on 
him indelibly.6 He made many speeches against the use of alcohol and tobacco 
after that, and he saw many victories as county after county voted against 
the use and sale of alcohol. 
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Sandefer was a naturally gifted orator. From all accounts, he seemed 
unusually able to separate issues from the people who raised them, and could 
disagree strongly with people while respecting their views and enjoying their 
company, as well as allowing them to disagree with him without taking 
personal affront. 

He hosted two-time presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan in 
Stephenville at a time when Bryan was one of the best known citizens in the 
entire country. Sandefer was impressed with Bryan's inexpensive and 
unimpressive clothing and was convinced then that "clothes do not make 
the man."7 Sandefer may not have agreed with all of Bryan's political views, 
but in 1915 Sandefer hosted Bryan in Abilene where he addressed the Simmons 
College Commencement audience. 

Sandefer mentally outlined his own speeches carefully but almost never 
carried notes. Many times he was solicited to become a candidate for congress 
and for governor8 during his years with John Tarleton College, and he seriously 
considered doing so until he heard of a "smear" campaign being planned against 
him and decided against doing so since he did not want to risk his personal 
reputation. 

He had been reared in relatively simple, surroundings where his family 
and friends were transparent in their honesty, decided in their ideals, and 
uncompromising in their principles. Although there is no record, it is likely 
that Sandefer felt ill equipped for the complicated game of politics. Not only 
did he receive encouragement to enter politics, but he also received several 
invitations to preside over other colleges. He refused the invitations until the 
call came from Simmons College. 

After conferring with President Cooper that day in 1909, trustees 
Scarborough and Coleman took a train to Stephenville to discuss the offer 
with Sandefer. Following a telegrammed invitation from the board,9 the Sandefers 
agreed to visit Abilene and were taken to the home of George L. Paxton for 
dinner, after which the entire board joined them. Sandefer later wrote: "1 must 
confess when I looked over the plant and saw the generally rundown condition 
of the three little buildings, the almost worn-out furniture, and practically 
no library and scientific equipment, 1 was not in the least impressed."10 The 
contrast was discouraging because the Sandefers had been living in a new 
dormitory on the John Tarleton College campus in a lovely suite of rooms. 
Sandefer himself had "secured from a dear Methodist woman, money to build 
the dormitory. It was the first time a Baptist deacon had ever secured money 
from a Methodist to put a building on a state school campus."11 

The need for Sandefer's leadership was presented from every angle and 
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for several hours until, well after midnight, poor Sandefer suggested he would 
consider their proposal if they would only adjourn the meeting. "They seemed 
to think I had accepted it then and there and either Scarborough or Coleman 
said, 'Let us pray again' and several offered prayers. They then all shook hands 
with me, and told me how happy they were that I had agreed to accept the 
presidency here. Here and now, after thirty years, I am confessing that they 
misunderstood me that night," Sandefer later wrote.12 

The next morning, the Sandefers returned to Tarleton greatly worried 
over what arguments to present to the board to secure their release. The prayers 
of concerned Simmons College supporters plus the challenge of a Baptist school 
where they could make such a decided impact may have prompted their 
accepting this invitation. It was certainly a step of faith, but Sandefer had 
already proven that he thrived on challenges. What Sandefer found at Simmons 
was indeed a challenge. On Wednesday, September 8, 1909, President 
Sandefer made his opening speech to the assembled students, more than sixty 
percent of whom were at the high school level. His remarks included inspi- 
rational goals and some straightforward warnings that there was to be no 
cigarette smoking, drinking, or swearing on campus. It is not recorded whether 
he emphasized that such exemplary behavior might only be possible through 
the supernatural help of God's power, but the three hundred students did 
conclude the assembly by singing "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name."13 

President Sandefer had specified to the Board of Trustees that he did 
not expect to have to raise funds for the school. Each of the trustees promised 
that they would do some fundraising and would hire a field representative 
(forerunner to the present University Development officers). He soon realized, 
as have most university presidents, that the men meant well, but most did 
not do very much. He felt that he would have to secure individual gifts himself. 

With characteristic energy, he began introducing people to Simmons 
College and his aspirations for it. The school was still under the Sweetwater 
Association and was not a part of the Correlated School System of Baptist 
Colleges. One reason the Simmons Board had been against joining the 
Correlated System was that the System was paying off the debts of Baptist 
Colleges before allotting money to other causes. Since Simmons College had 
no debts, its trustees were concerned that the college would not receive any 
money from contributions of Abilene churches and other longstanding 
supporters if they contributed to the correlated program until all the other 
Baptist schools' debts were paid. The end result might be that Simmons College 
could be in dire financial need with no one to call on for several years. 

Dr. Sandefer pushed on, and with noticeably fine results. One sermon 
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in Dublin, Texas, brought about the first two financial gifts for the college. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Higginbotham and Mrs. B. H. Utterbeck gave $1,000 and 
$500 respectively to help with the Girls' Industrial Home. At the end of his 
first year, President and Mrs. Sandefer attended the National Education 
Association's annual convention, at which he was selected from forty Texas 
delegates to represent Texas on the Senate Council. Naturally, he met people 
from all over the country and spoke to each about the burgeoning college 
in West Texas and its good preparation of prospective teachers. In 1911, the 
school became a member of the Standard Colleges of Texas.14 

In 1912, the Texas State Department of Education recognized Simmons 
College as a teacher training agency; it was admitted to the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Schools in 1927, and the college became a member of the National 
Association of Music the same year.15 In the summer of 1912, President 
Sandefer was elected Summer Normal School Conductor by Abilene teachers, 
an event which resulted in three hundred teachers from the area attending 
Normal School on the college campus. 

In 1914, the school made application to and was admitted into the Texas 
Intercollegiate Association, a group which scheduled athletic as well as 
oratorical contests. In December of 1916, Sandefer went to New York to interest 
businessman Edgar L. Marston in the future of the athletic program. As a 
result, Marston donated about $12,000 plus the brick needed to build a 
gymnasium with indoor pool. Sandefer remarked that the brick had been 
invented by a former student of his, Arthur Miller. The newly patented hollow 
brick made it impossible for moisture to get through the walls and was much 
lighter in weight than earlier kinds.16 

As is the case with most powerful and aggressive personalities, Sandefer 
made enemies of those who became envious of the progress of the man and 
of the school. In spite of negative rumors regarding his competence, most 
people trusted Sandefer, and college enrollment continued to grow. He never 
once expelled a student, although he did encourage some to leave—suggesting 
they not return until they felt comfortable conforming to the school's standards. 
Sandefer soon outlined a program to build a constituency all over the United 
States who would have confidence enough to support the school financially, 
and over the next thirty-one years he did that in a highly successful manner. 

In 1917, President Sandefer was honored with an LL.D. from Baylor 
University.17 In November of 1920, after a year as Vice President, he was 
made president of the Baptist General Convention of Texas at the El Paso 
meeting. 

The Sandefers enjoyed traveling. Their first overseas visit came in 1921 
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when they sailed to England and then to the continent for two and one half 
months. Included in his letters of introduction (a common custom of the 
time) was a letter from George W. Truett, internationally known pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas. The Sandefers visited both Cambridge and 
Oxford Universities to study their financial and academic systems. The couple 
gleaned information everywhere they went: Scotland, France, Switzerland, 
Italy, Belgium, Germany, and Holland. They were hungry for information 
and knowledge about how universities work and spent few hours simply for 
pleasure. In January of 1929, the Sandefers accompanied the Cowboy Band 
to Washington, D.C. to attend the inauguration of Herbert Hoover as President. 

The fall catalogue of 1919-20 announced a Medical Director's post. A 
doctor was to be on campus for at least an hour each day "where any students 
desiring his professional services may consult him without extra charge."18 

The brother of the president may have been the first medical director; G.W. 
Sandefer, M.D., served in the post for twelve years. Sometime during this 
period, "Dr. George" became seriously ill and went to Baylor Hospital in Dallas 
for treatment. Sandefer visited him by train as often as possible and stopped 
in towns along the way to report the progress of the college to people who 
regularly supported it. The president became so ill himself during this time 
that he underwent surgery, and on his birthday, which was shortly after the 
operation, he received nearly five hundred birthday cards, another sign of 
his popularity. 

After he had recuperated, his next project was to sell a lot which he 
personally owned to Judge C. M. Caldwell, who soon donated the $12,500 
lot for the location of a Baptist hospital to be named the West Texas Baptist 
Sanitarium. A gentleman named J. M. Radford had first inspired Sandefer 
to realize that the Simmons College administration should lead in the dream 
of building a hospital with the hope that one day there would be young people 
training for medicine and for law. The West Texas Baptist Sanitarium opened 
to receive patients September 15, 1924,19 and began a longstanding and 
mutually helpful relationship between two Baptist institutions in Abilene. 
Judge and Mrs. T. G. Hendrick gave $110,000 to support the hospital in 
the 1930s, so the name was changed in their honor to Hendrick Medical 
Hospital and later to Hendrick Medical Center. 

By 1925, the total assets of the school were valued at about $800,000, 
there was an income from a half million dollar endowment fund, and student 
enrollment stood at about 1,000. Sandefer was definitely the hub of the wheel 
as the school gained momentum. He spoke often at Chapel, he moralized, 
he cajoled, he enthused over things spiritual as well as material. He and his 
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wife hosted individuals, and small and large groups in their home. In 1927, 
the University was admitted to the Southern Association of Schools, and it 
became a member of the National Association of Music the same year. 

Despite this recognition, in the quiet hours late at night alone, Sandefer 
"walked the floor many hours and prayed fervently."20 Often there was in- 
sufficient money to meet the monthly payroll of the school, and there were 
many incidents recorded of financial gifts coming into his hands only hours 
before expenses had to be met.21 Having the school accepted into the American 
Association of Colleges at the Atlantic City meeting in 1928 was a great 
achievement, but membership carried accompanying responsibilities. Present 
faculty had to be encouraged to work on terminal degrees, new faculty with 
doctoral degrees had to be hired, and the current faculty salaries needed to 
be raised to a level commensurate with that of older and wealthier institutions. 

Other concerns arose. In May, well-known Baptist pastor J. Frank Norris, 
without consulting Sandefer, suggested that Sandefer be drafted as candidate 
for governor of Texas. Norris had a high profile but an increasingly turbulent 
effect on Baptist circles during his preaching career. He was as manipulating 
as Sandefer was guileless. He made friends with Sandefer and then suggested 
that Simmons University should be on Norris' side, although Norris had 
entangled himself in many negative controversies. Sandefer not only refused 
the endorsement of Norris to run for governor but eventually backed away 
from all public association with him. 

Sandefer's actions set a pattern. One of the reasons the University has 
continued to be strong for one hundred years may be that those who held 
administrative or advisory control have attempted, under God, to steer a 
middle course and to avoid the extremes which tempt institutions as well 
as individuals. 

Local civic clubs of Abilene and the Chamber of Commerce honored the 
twentieth anniversary of Sandefer's presidency on April 17, 1930, with an 
evening program filled with congratulatory remarks. Sandefer responded with 
a promise that he would dedicate the rest of his years to the school and to 
the city, and he challenged the audience to support all denominational schools. 

By this time the effects of what would become known as the Great 
Depression were being felt. Enrollment was dropping, and fewer students 
meant less income to keep the school going. 

• Surprisingly, in 1930 the school's Cowboy Band accepted a three months' 
tour of Europe with concert and theatrical engagements, and the Sandefers 
and a few other fortunate people sailed overseas with the band. During the 
first few years of the thirties, Sandefer also accepted invitations to preach in 
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many churches in and around Abilene. He continued making speeches on 
prohibition, administering the affairs of the school, and, most important, 
raising operating funds.22 For example, on one of his trips to New York, he 
visited Eugene Holman and Rupert Johnson, former students of Simmons. 
He scarcely could have foreseen that the school would be the fortunate 
beneficiary of over $2 million from Rupert Johnson toward the building of 
a new School of Business completed in 1990. Even as a young man Johnson 
pledged small gifts which were needful in those difficult years. Holman later 
helped the school significantly, also. 

In Philadelphia, the Sandefers were the guests of businessman H. C. 
Coleman and his devout Presbyterian family. A few years before, Coleman 
had stopped off in Abilene with the idea of purchasing some real estate. E. 
Truett Compere, son-in-law of the president, was asked to escort Coleman 
around the city to show him investment possibilities; Compere purposely made 
the University their last stop, and President Sandefer was invited to join them 
for a meal. Coleman queried Sandefer extensively on the reasons for the 
college's continuation and then asked for an explanation of the theological 
point of view. Colman seemed amazed that there was any school in the world 
which had such a strong Christian commitment and such a standard of personal 
piety as Sandefer explained. Beginning in 1928, the Coleman family sent 
varying amounts of money as business allowed. In spite of the disastrous effects 
of the depression which necessitated his curbing expenses, selling properties, 
and otherwise rearranging his finances, H. C. Coleman continued to make 
donations regularly until his death in 1936. The $71,500 in cash and $80,000 
in property were valued all the more because these gifts so encouraged the 
morale of the president, faculty, and staff. 

These and other gifts were substantial, but Sandefer received in addition 
a major and pivotal contribution for the school. In 1931, Sandefer heard of 
a gift to Baylor University from Mr. and Mrs. John G. Hardin. Sandefer and 
Solon R. Featherston, an alumnus of Simmons University, went to Burkburnett, 
Texas, to visit the Hardins in their home to alert the couple to the work going 
on at the school. After the visit, Sandefer followed up with a long letter stating 
that over one thousand ministers and missionaries had trained at the small 
college and were serving around the world, that its reputation was already 
disproportionately large for its size and location due in part to the Cowboy 
Band which traveled and represented the romance of the western frontier, 
and that the name of the college represented the families in the northern 
states who had believed in it enough to support it. 

A faculty member recalled that during the time that Sandefer was ne- 
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gotiating with the Hardins, he called the faculty to the front of the auditorium 
one morning after Chapel. He announced that John G. Hardin wanted his 
name to be included in the name of the school upon receipt of a gift. Sandefer 
wanted the opinion of the faculty on this idea. He asked an unmarried female 
professor her opinion. Since she had been single for many years, she threw 
up her hands in the air and said, "Why, for that amount I'd change my name 
to anything."23 Mr. and Mrs. Hardin also gave a substantial gift to the college's 
permanent endowment fund.24 The support of this couple was crucial to the 
survival of the school, so the name of the University was changed by vote 
of the Board of Trustees to its present form on May 10, 1934. 

JOHN GERHAM AND MARY C. HARDIN 

A donor of this proportion deserves some detailed attention in the history 
of the school. John Hardin was born in Tiffin County, Mississippi, in 1854,25 

but the family soon moved to Tennessee. Young Hardin was twelve when 
the Civil War ended, and the lack of a free public school system and family 
hard times allowed him only two or three months of schooling per year. When 
he was twenty-one, he attended a penmanship school and then set up one 
himself. From the proceeds, he and his father bought round- trip tickets to 
Texas on a new railroad to visit relatives in 1875. At Texarkana, the senior 
Hardin's wallet and train ticket were stolen, so the son agreed to work until 
he earned enough to buy a ticket home. He never returned home but settled 
in Johnson County, Texas, where he married Cordelia Adams, a cousin. She 
lived only a few years before she died, perhaps from grief caused by the loss 
of two children in infancy. 

In 1887, Hardin married a Virginia school teacher, Mary C. Funk. Their 
first home was a dugout, where they lived for several years.26 Mr. Hardin 
owned 1,500 acres of land on which he ranged cattle and grew wheat and 
corn. The Hardins began very early to lend money to neighbors to develop 
holdings and make investments, all of which greatly aided in the settling of 
the area of Burkburnett, Texas, just north of Wichita Falls. 

In 1907, construction began on a railroad to be built from Wichita Falls 
to Forgan, Oklahoma. There was an immediate sale of lots to develop the 
town, and Hardin bought some of the property. He later bought business 
property on which he built some brick buildings, and when the First National 
Bank was organized in 1907, he was a charter stockholder, and soon became 
president. He remained in banking until 1929. In the early part of 1919, 
oil exploration began on land he had leased to several parties and, within 
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one year, he had profited $734,000 from his one-eighth royalty. He continued 
to invest his money. As early as 1919, he was worth about $1 million, even 
before oil was discovered. 

Because of the oil rigs and numbers of people around their previous home, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hardin moved to a new but simple five-room frame home, but 
continued their frugal lifestyle. The couple reared three orphaned children 
named Egbert and Edna Hardin and O. L. Clark, all of whom received large 
inheritances. 

They had no living children of their own, so they enjoyed lending money 
to help many young people attend college. As more and more young people 
applied for money, the Hardins discussed the idea of giving to Christian schools 
instead, so that the schools could disperse the funds. They also gave to 
children's homes such as Buckner Orphans' Home in Fort Worth. Their 
philanthropy was widespread. In the city of Burkburnett, they gave to several 
denominations for church buildings, to the local high school, and to the city 
for the building of a municipal light plant. Baylor University in Waco received 
over a period of years an endowment totaling $850,000. For the benefit of 
Simmons College in April of 1934, Mr. and Mrs. Hardin 

set up an annuity agreement totalling $250,000. One month later, 
in May, cash, bonds, notes and securities were set up to be held in 
trust for certain institutions under which agreement Simmons Uni- 
versity would receive one-sixth of the total amount of this trust estate 
upon the death of the last survivor of Mr. and Mrs. Hardin. When 
this fund was distributed, Hardin-Simmons University received the 
sum of $305,296.15 as their portion of the Hardin Trust. In addition, 
thereto, Hardin-Simmons University received by will, three-eights of 
the personal estates of Mr. and Mrs. Hardin, the total amount being 
$350,212.77. In addition to the above, Mr. and Mrs. Hardin gave 
$30,000 to Hardin-Simmons University in order for them (the 
university) to qualify for a gift from one of their former benefactors.27 

Their gifts to Simmons University totaled almost $1 million. 
The Hardins gave generously, also, to Baylor College in Belton; hence 

the name Mary Hardin was added in her honor. Baylor University Hospital 
in Dallas received much from their estate. Abilene Christian College was also 
a benefactor since Hardin's first wife had been a faithful member of the Church 
of Christ, and Howard Payne College of Brown wood, Texas, received over 
$300,000 from the Hardin estate. 

Hardin was a canny, hard-working, Christian pioneer of West Texas. An 
autobiographical sketch of his life closes with his philosophy of unerring good 
sense: 



Y^L  68 

Some people think I have been successful and in some respects 1 have 
been. 1 attribute what little success I have attained to a few things. 
The first is to economize and take care of what 1 have made and never 
let my expenses outrun my profits. The second, I married when 1 was 
a young man and got a good, industrious, economical girl for a wife. 
When my first wife died, 1 married another . . . who was always ready 
to help and take care of what we made. Third, there was a mule I 
bought that 1 named Balam [sic]. . . and he never did go back on 
me and always did what I told him to do . . .. And the fourth reason 
is, 1 have always been very careful not to sign my name in the wrong 
place .... I enjoy life and have a good time. My motto has always 
been: Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. July 
4, 192828 

Their crucial gift allowed Dr. Sandefer to remain in harness and allowed 
his beloved institution to remain open. In June of 1934, the city celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of Dr. Sandefer's presence in Abilene.30 His term of office 
as university president had been the longest in the State of Texas. In celebration, 
the Sandefers received a Wedge wood silver service, and a $500 check from 
the city. 

Despite the huge impact of his public career, Sandefer was a family man. 
He was helped immensely by his wife. They had four children: Jefferson Davis 
"Jake" Jr., Grace Lucile (Mrs. E. T. Compere), Mary Louise (Mrs. Stanley 
Walker), and Gilbert (Gib), who all attended Simmons College and maintained 
a loyal interest in the school after graduation. Their mother believed that 
"women should do something for society outside of home activities" and she 
certainly did.31 During her forty-one years in Abilene, Lucile Sandefer was 
as much concerned about the growth and success of the college as her husband 
was. As she walked across the rough prairie grass from building to building, 
ruining the heels of her shoes for lack of pavement, she must have felt her 
soul shriveling from the lack of beauty which, on other campuses, was provided 
by flowers, trees, and shrubs. To overcome this dearth, during her first year 
Mrs. Sandefer planted some flowers and shrubs by herself. "After looking over 
the campus of Simmons College and its needs and opportunities I thought 
a club might be the most helpful," she said later.32 In the winter of 1910, 
she invited the wives of the faculty to meet around the table in her dining 
room. This meeting was significant because it began a long-standing tradition, 
the Round Table Club. 

The original club name, "Simmons Round Table," came out of that first 
meeting. The first formal meeting was on September 20, 1910, and the five 
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who attended elected Mrs. Sandefer as president, Julius Olsen's wife, Clara 
Anna, as vice-president, Mrs. George Mullins as secretary, and Mrs. C. H. 
Lewis as treasurer. Mrs. Otto Watts, a member for many years beginning in 
the twenties, once stated that when the group was formed, it was only the 
second women's club to have begun in Abilene to that time. 

In those early days of meeting, one of the central purposes was social 
fellowship since the normal lifestyle for most women was to work hard inside 
the home. This routine resulted in much personal isolation from all but the 
immediate family. The members decided, therefore, that an important object 
of the club was to promote social life: welcoming wives of new faculty members, 
holding bridal and baby showers, sponsoring an annual couple's Valentine's 
dinner, and hosting an annual May "basket picnic" to entertain the trustees' 
wives. 

By the fifth meeting all of the faculty wives were there, and they discussed 
improving the appearance of the campus. They passed a resolution to ask 
the Board of Trustees to allow one male college student free tuition and another 
student free room and board in exchange for grounds maintenance under 
the direction of this club.33 The plan was approved. Thus began the long- 
standing concern for the appearance of the campus. In the fall of 1911, the 
club minutes record: "As our chief business is the beautifying of the college 
campus, that subject was the source of considerable discussion and it was 
decided to direct all our efforts at present to cleaning off the weeds." Each 
member was assigned to plant and be responsible for watering a flower bed. 

Later, water pipes were installed at a cost of $40.70. In 1912, the group 
contracted with the city to put lights on the campus. At a Christmas Bazaar, 
$100 was raised to help pay for the lights and to add some equipment in 
the Home Economics department. It was through Round Table that the first 
concert grand piano was purchased for the college.34 That year, also, they 
were instrumental in building a bandstand for the Cowboy Band. 

In 1913, the group contracted for sidewalks and for rock curbing around 
the dormitories, and in 1915 one hundred pecan trees were bought and 
planted. Mrs. Sandefer brought home ivy cuttings collected on visits to Mount 
Vernon, Monticello, the Hermitage, and other famous places and planted them 
in the area of the triangle in the center of campus. 

During World War I, members opened a work room in the Home 
Economics department so that they could work there on various projects for 
the Red Cross. For the college, they made by hand a lovely service flag with 
gold cloth stars representing each student who died while in service. This 
flag hung in Behrens Chapel but was lost when the building burned. In the 
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fall of 1919, with $75 in the treasury, the women began selling shares at 
$10 each to have a greenhouse built on campus and, in two years, they had 
the required $6,000. By 1934, it was being used to grow flowers for the school 
and for patrons of the school, and the club received rental money.35 In 1921, 
the State Federation of Women's Clubs met on campus for three days, hosted 
by Round Table members. This was the first time the Federation had ever 
been entertained by a college and the first time that women gave the invo- 
cations.36 When 1929 brought economic depression, most social affairs were 
cancelled. The following December the group decided to give $50 to the school 
in lieu of a Christmas party. The loyalty to the school which these faculty 
wives displayed was likely significant in the choice their husbands made to 
stay at the school during the next hard years. After Dr. Sandefer's death in 
1940, Mrs. Sandefer became an inactive member and, for the first time, club 
presidents began to be elected for a period of only two years. 

When America entered World War 11 after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
the club again voted to sponsor a Red Cross serving room for two afternoons 
a week where community women were invited to join in making pajamas, 
pillow cases, quilts, lap robes, and bed pan and hot water bottle covers. The 
club women sold war bonds and helped host the Soldiers' Center at First 
Baptist Church. They brought "victory garden" produce, books and magazines, 
and home baked goods for military men visiting the center.37 

Over the years annual dues were raised slightly, a few bylaws amended, 
and the meeting place changed from on-campus buildings to members' homes. 
The group has bought and donated to the school a sterling silver tea service 
and a fine china set for parties in the Student Center, and has given many 
individual contributions to the library. 

Round Table was not Mrs. Sandefer's only contribution. During all the 
years of her life, Mrs. Sandefer was active in local, state, and national women's 
organizations.38 She also graciously hosted innumerable visitors in their home 
on the campus. She received hundreds of Christmas cards each year from 
all over the world from students and faculty who had left Abilene. She was 
so well known and involved on campus that she was invited to lay the first 
brick for the girls' dormitory, Mary Frances Hall, and she broke ground for 
Smith Hall.39 

Under the direction of Mrs. Sandefer and her son J. D. Sandefer, Jr., a 
tower was built on the front green to hold the original school bell which 
had hung in the cupola of the old Main Building. For the first two decades 
the bell had been rung as a rising call each morning, and at the end of each 
class during the day. It could be heard all over the campus, and the community 
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for about a mile around depended on the bell for a timepiece. When Simmons 
Science Hall was built around the old building, the bell was placed on top 
of the roof, and students rang it to announce either a special happening or 
a prank. This became a nuisance, so the clapper was removed. One night 
some time later, some students rolled it off the top of the building. The bell 
cracked when it hit the ground, and its sound was gone forever. Fortunately, 
Mrs. Sandefer realized its historical value, and the tower now marks an 
important tradition.40 

The wife of the president enjoyed the affection of the whole campus: 
"Her heart and soul have been entwined in the building of this worthy 
institution .... Her loving personality, keen mentality, splendid character, 
and unusual faith exemplify all the virtues of a gracious and kindly wom- 
anhood."41 She responded: 

My service here has been one of love and devotion. To those who 
have had the privilege of passing the Hardin-Simmons way, and to 
those who may come, I extend every good wish. 1 believe that Hardin- 
Simmons University is in its embryonic stage and I sincerely trust that 
the service we have rendered here will be but the stepping stone for 
a brilliant future.42 

In 1938, her husband was showing signs of weariness and ill health. 
Sandefer eventually requested that Professor Rupert N. Richardson be made 
Executive Vice-President, a post Richardson accepted only out of love for 
Sandefer. By 1939, the President's fight against stomach cancer kept him at 
home much of the time.43 Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt came to speak on 
campus during that year and took time to visit him in his home before boarding 
her train to Dallas. 

J. D. Sandefer was always vocal in his praise for faculty members, 
cultivating friendships with many and loyalty from all. He rarely had a signed 
contract with faculty members, but the great majority stayed to teach for many 
years. One year before he died, he wrote concerning faculty: "These long years 
of sacrifice . . . have made possible what we have here in physical assets, 
in scholastic rating, and in denominational and Biblical integrity."44 Less than 
a week before his death, J. D. Sandefer called members of his family to his 
bedside and told them that they had been a blessing to him. He asked that 
if he had ever said or done anything to hurt any person or any one of them, 
he wanted them to know that he was sorry; no one else was to blame. He 
commented, also, on the loyalty and devotion of the faculty as if they were 
part of his extended family. 

A member of the Cowboy Band played taps to announce his death at 
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sunset on Good Friday, March 22,1940. His body lay in the University chapel 
attended by a student honor guard. Tributes were brought by the president 
of the student body, T. W. "Jack" Dean; the faculty representative, Dean L. 
Q. Campbell; Tom K. Eplen, an Abilene attorney speaking for alumni and 
ex-students; and C. M. Caldwell representing the trustees. Members of the 
student body sang several selections, and Rupert N. Richardson, who presided, 
closed the service with President Sandefer's favorite passage of scripture, 
Proverbs 22:1: "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches and 
loving favor rather than silver and gold," followed by a prayer by H. A. Moore, 
head of the Bible Department. 

The funeral was conducted Sunday afternoon by Dr. Millard A. Jenkins, 
pastor of First Baptist Church and the Sandefers' pastor for many years. Many 
speakers brought tributes again at this service.45 

Sir Christopher Wren is buried in London's St. Paul's Cathedral, which 
he designed. On his tombstone is the inscription: "If you would see the man's 
monument, look around." This inscription has been paraphrased on the 
gravestone of Dr. J. D. Sandefer, which stands in the ivy triangle at the center 
of campus. Sandefer attempted many great things and accomplished most 
of them, including the erection of many of the campus buildings of that day. 
More importantly, his influence was vivid in the memories of the many ex- 
students and faculty who were at Hardin-Simmons during his administration 
from 1909 through 1940, and it is still impressive to this day. 

Lucile Sandefer died on September 26, 1950. Friends suggested that 
memorials be made to the beautification of the campus, since that had been 
one of her life-long interests. A "resident" college has many of the characteristics 
of a large family. The love Mrs. Sandefer demonstrated was reflected by love 
that hundreds who were connected to the school returned to this lady whose 
influence equalled that of her husband. 

The Sandefer influence extended past that of Dr. Sandefer. J. D. Sandefer, 
Jr. ("Jake"), elder son of the Sandefer family, became important to the school 
his father had administered. In the midst of his studies at Simmons, he left 
to serve with the U. S. Army as a second lieutenant during World War I. 
He returned after the war, graduated, and began graduate work at Yale 
University. 

During a summer vacation in 1920, he got a job with the Walker-Caldwell 
Oil Producing Company in Breckenridge at a time when much activity was 
going on in oil drilling. He stayed, met and married Carrie Lynn Bates in 
1921, and worked in the oil field until 1928, part of the time as general manager 
of the company. He then struck out on his own as an independent producer, 
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which he remained for the rest of his life.46 At church, he conducted the 
"Roughneck Bible Class" for many years. He helped form the West Texas Oil 
and Gas Association in 1933 and was named its first president. To this day, 
this association represents all oil and gas producers from thirty-five counties 
plus membership far beyond the Big Country, and headquarters in Abilene. 
He also founded the National Stripper Well Association for small-quantity 
well producers, a group which continues to be headquartered in Abilene. 

In 1945, he was awarded the John J. Keeter Award from Hardin-Simmons 
as he had been an exceptional member of the Board of Trustees as well as 
its president. He contributed hundreds of hours of time as well as money. 
He was instrumental, for instance, in bringing Sam Baugh to coach football, 
which gave HSU some exceptional years of athletic victories.47 His children 
are J. D. Sandefer, III, "Jakie," of Houston; Marilyn (Mrs. William Arnot) of 
Breckenridge; and Patricia (Mrs. J. K. "Buck" Ridley) of Abilene, all of whom 
have supported the school all their lives. 

The administration of Jefferson Davis Sandefer was the longest presidential 
term in the history of the school. It allowed a stability which carried through 
the first World War, the lethal epidemic of influenza, and an economic 
depression which lasted an entire decade. How were faculty to be hired, salaries 
to be paid, curriculum kept up to standard, a relatively normal campus life 
maintained, and Christian principles to be followed so that the integrated 
Christian life could be lived out in front of some of the students to whom 
Jesus Christ was merely a historical personage? This was the original mission 
of the school, and the challenge was answered because many people con- 
tributed their best efforts, and supported the president and one another under 
particularly difficult circumstances. Loyalty to the University may have reached 
its zenith during these years. 


