VII
HIS CONNECTION WITH SIMMONS
COLLEGE
IN 1890 the Baptist church at Abilene
appointed a committee to propose to
the Sweetwater Association that an effort be made to establish a college within
its bounds.
The Association received the proposition
favourably, and appointed a committee with
plenary powers, to receive bids from all
points desiring the school, to accept the best
bid, procure a charter, and to report to the
next meeting of the Association. The territory included in the Association was about
400 miles long, and 100 wide, with an area
of about 40,000 square miles, and there was
not a Baptist school within its limits, and
none to the west of it for 1,600 miles, nor
to the east, north, or south nearer than 400
miles. The population was rapidly increas104
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ing, and there was great need for a school in
the elevated region, known as the " Abilene
Country," as many did not consider it safe
in point of health to send children from an
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altitude of from 1,500 to 3,000 feet above
the sea, to the low altitude where schools
in the east were located. Bids were received from several towns, but Abilene,
through a syndicate which owned what is
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called the North Park Addition, offered
sixteen acres of land and $5,000 if the school
should be located there. The offer was accepted, and the building begun. It was in
an unfinished condition, when Rev. G. W.
Smith wrote to Dr. O. C. Pope, then living
in New York, and superintendent of the
Church Edifice Department of the American
Baptist Home Mission Society, to obtain
help, if possible, in New York, for the enterprise. Dr. Pope was well acquainted with
Dr. Simmons, and knew that while he had
worked so vigorously to establish seven colleges for freedmen in the South, that he
was equally willing to aid in establishing a
college for white people where one was
needed. Dr. Pope handed him Rev. G. W.
Smith's letter, and gave him some information concerning Abilene and the country
surrounding it. Dr. Simmons said, " Tell
Brother Smith to write to me concerning
the enterprise." This was done, and a correspondence followed which resulted in
awakening great interest in Dr. Simmons
for the baby college to be located in such a
magnificent section of country.
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Dr. Simmons sent his check for $5,000 to
complete the house, and a splendid brick
building, three stories high, and costing
$13,000, was finished and ready for
occupancy.
About this time Dr. Simmons had occasion to go to New Orleans on business, and
extended his visit about 600 miles further
to Abilene, carrying with him a check for
$1,000, which he expected to give if the
prospects were hopeful. He was pleased,
and handed the trustees the check for $1,000,
greatly encouraging them in the work. The
trustees proposed to call the college by his
name; while he suggested that it be called
Christlieb College, or the " College of
Christ's Love," as he stated that he would
not have anything to do with the institution
unless it was to be distinctly a Christian
school. The trustees insisted upon their idea,
and in the fall of 1892 the school was
opened, bearing the name of Simmons College, in memory of Dr. Simmons, his wife,
Mrs. Mary E. Simmons, and his son, Dr.
Robert S. Simmons, all of whom had contributed liberally to it.
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Rev. W. C. Friley was the first president,
and he carried on the school for two years,
during which period Dr. Simmons was its
staunch friend, contributing money; getting
others to do the same; sending books as the
nucleus of a library, and using his influence
with such friends of his as Dr. Warren Randolph, Dr. George C. Lorimer, Dr. Boardman, Hon. John S. Brayton, Hon. John
Wanamaker, Governor J. L. Howard, Dr.
Thomas Armitage, Dr. E. T. Hiscox, Dr.
R. S. MacArthur, and many others, to induce them to send books for the library,
until now the college has more than 3,000
volumes in the library.
Professor G. O. Thatcher, Ph.D., was next
made president, serving for four years, during which time the school increased in numbers; but times were hard, and it was found
to be difficult to meet the salaries of teachers
by means of the income from tuition, and
Professor Thatcher resigned, somewhat discouraged, and many friends of the school
felt that its future was uncertain. Dr. Simmons's faith never faltered, however, for he
gave right along, until he had put more
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than $12,000 into the enterprise. His cousin,
Mrs. Julia E. Nye, gave about $1,500; and
another friend of his, whose name he will
not suffer mentioned at this time, put in more
than $1,000.

Dr. Simmons again made a visit to Abilene to look over the field; met the board of
trustees, and encouraged them; advised them
to elect Dr. O. C. Pope president; telegraphed to Dr. Pope to meet him in Atlanta,
and urged him to accept the presidency to
which he had been unanimously elected
through his advice; and when Dr. Pope hesitated, he paid out of his own pocket his
expenses to Texas, that he might advise with
the trustees. Dr. Pope accepted the position
and took hold to improve the college. Mrs.
Nye came to the rescue with money to fit
up the library and reading-room; Dr. Robert
S. Simmons sent a splendid typewriter and
hundreds of most valuable books for the
library, in the name of his daughter, Sarah
Ann Simmons. The new president raised
in Texas a goodly sum of money, and the
Boarding Hall was improved; the college
building properly renovated; a good faculty
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secured, and the college put upon a better
basis than it had been previously.
Dr. Simmons realized the great importance of the field which the college occupied.
The high, healthful section of the country,
the fertility of the soil, a rapidly increasing
population of live, progressive people from
every section of the Union, a country, on
account of its dry, pure atmosphere, bound
to become the great sanitarium of the United
States; all convinced him that it was the
very place for a Christian school of a high
order, and, with his influence, his money, and
his prayers, he continued to be its unwavering friend.
The following illustrates the place which
Dr. Simmons will hold in West Texas, when,
in future years, that section shall have a
million of inhabitants:
A visitor to Winchester School, England,
asked a labourer, " Who was the founder of
this school? " " William of Wykeham, sir,"
said the man promptly. " Who was king
at that time?" was the next enquiry. "I
never heard 'is name, sir." Thus, after five
centuries, the memory of a man who es-
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tablished a great school is cherished among
the common people. The mere monarch is
forgotten.
Dr. J. B. Gambrell, at one time president
of the Baptist Education Society for the
whole United States, wrote Dr. Simmons: " I
believe your benefaction to that people will
do 500 per cent, more good than the same
amount of money put in some great, already
rich institution. I congratulate Simmons
College on its large gains recently. You
are building for all time, and building
wisely."
Again Dr. Gambrell says: "I take great
pleasure in stating that I have made several
visits to Simmons College, located at Abilene,
Tex. Under the management of Dr. O. C.
Pope it has made good progress. Great improvements in the buildings and grounds are
noticeable. Simmons College is well located
to reach the great West, and is bound, with
time, to exercise a large influence in shaping the sentiment of that great section of
Texas."
Rev. W. C. Friley says: " Simmons College is the coming school of West and North-
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west Texas. If you wish to send your sons
and daughters to a healthy country, and
have them reap the benefit to be derived
from a first-class school, you will do well
to write to the President."
The following clipping from the West
Texas Baptist, shows the appreciation of the
school in Texas:
" Some years ago, an eminent Doctor of
Divinity (who was once superintendent of
missions in Texas), and who has a national
reputation, wrote to the editor of this paper
upon landing in San Francisco after a trip
around the world, as follows:
" ' Taking all things into consideration, the
founding of Simmons College at Abilene is
the most important step ever taken for
Christian education in all the great Southwest.'
" We thought, at the time, he was stating
the matter rather strongly. But, as the years
go by, and we see more and more the hand
of God, in the unfolding of his purposes
concerning this school which he established
in answer to prayer, the more we come to
take the Doctor's view of it. Its solid basis;
its broad field; and, above all, the manifest
fact that it is a tree of God's own planting
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and culture, commend it to the confidence of
all who have money to give to higher Christion education/'
Dr. Simmons's idea as to what is the correct purpose of a college is clearly set forth
in a letter to Rev. R. T. Hanks, then pastor
of the church at Abilene, from which we
make the following extracts:
" How great the need of scholarly men to
translate God's Word into all those 2,700
languages, and of missionaries too, to carry
that word to the millions of the lost race!
Impress this upon your audience, I beg of
you, till their hearts ache. Show particularly to your men of wealth, both in public
speech and private conversation, that this
is what colleges are for, and that this is why
money is needed to build and endow colleges.
All of our colleges and seminaries spring
out of, and are required by the great Commission. In no other way can we give this
gospel to every creature except by means of
learned men as translators and expounders,
and at least by well-equipped men as
preachers to those millions of our race who
speak other tongues and dwell under other
skies than ours. Just in proportion as you^
make men of wealth see this, just in that pro-
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portion will you get money from them to
build and endow schools. Do not let them
feel that a Christian college is a burden, any
more than the church is a burden, or the
Bible school, or the Bible Society, or the
Bible itself. All are blessings; all are easy
and light. Jesus says so. * My yoke is easy
and my burden is light.'
" The great commission, Matthew 28, requires Christians to tread every line of latitude and every line of longitude over this
vast earth, and to preach the gospel at the
crossing of all these lines if only one human
being is found to dwell there. And as there
are three generations in each century we
must cover the globe three times over with
our preaching and teaching every hundred
years in carrying the gospel into all the
world—to every creature. This will keep
us so busy that we need not stop over differences of trifling importance.
" That is what the college is for, to raise
up foreign missionaries as well as home missionaries. The greater includes the less. Foreign missions is the greater, and for every
foreign missionary that you train and send
out from the College at Abilene, God will
give to you through this College ten home
missionaries. Try it and see. Talk it up,
pray for it, and work for it.
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Do you know the argument I am using
in my letters to my foreign mission brethren,
to induce them to keep on praying at the
Waking hour for ' Christlieb College/ is that
from its walls we hope to send to India, to
China, and to Japan, their successors in the
work? That when they fall, our graduates
from Abilene shall be ready to seize their
wavering standard, and bear it on to victory.
In India I have a schoolmate and playmate
of my boyhood, working as a missionary;
in China, a member of my church in Providence, R. I.; in Japan, a convert whom I
baptized in Philadelphia; all brethren beloved; all noble missionaries of the Cross.
All know about c Christlieb.' And all are
praying for it.
" To tell you the truth, I have no use for
Christlieb College if it isn't ' the College of
Christ's Love ' all round the world. I want
it to send missionaries all round the world,
not only to aim for that, but to do that.
1
North America for Christ' was my favourite
motto. I originated that motto and gave it
to the American Baptist Home Mission Society when I was its secretary. By common
consent it wras adopted. And for many years
it has gone forth on their letter heads, their
reports, and their monthly magazine. But
that motto, popular as it is, is only fractional
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after all. This whole round Glol * for
Christ, is the least we ought to think or say.
And for that we should work, and sacrifice,
and pray ' till Jesus comes.'
" I hope soon to send twenty copies of
the ' Life of Mary Lyon.' I want it to be
read by all the faculty and trustees, in all
their families, and in all the families of your
church, so far as is possible. I am sure that
scores of others in and about Abilene, will
find that little volume to be meat and drink
to their souls. Some of you no doubt have
read it. But go over it again. And you,
Brother Hanks, go up to the College, give
the substance of the book in the form of a
lecture, or address, and then exhort all the
students, male as well as female, to read it
prayerfully through. In The Mt. Holyoke
Magazine, which I shall send too (twenty
of them), you will find how Mary Lyon
used to collect money in sums as small as ten
cents for her beloved school. That's right.
It was a missionary school. So is ' Christlieb.' And taking collections in small sums,
in churches, and from house to house, to
keep the College going, is just as really missionary as is preaching to the heathen by
the students of the College after they have
graduated and gone to their fields in Asia
or Africa."

SARAH ANNA SIMMONS, DAUGHTER OF ROBERT S.
SIMMONS, AT 8 YEARS OF AGE
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From the West Texas Baptist, we take the
following:
" It is known to some that Dr. J. B. Simmons wished the College to be named Christlieb, which German word means Christ's
love. But his wife and son, who have contributed liberally out of their own property
to the funds, insisted upon making the school
a monument to the educational labours of
the husband and father. He had helped to
establish nine other colleges, North and
South. It did seem fitting that the tenth,
this one at Abilene, should bear his name.
He replied: l Then it must be understood
to be the family name, for all three of the
family are generous contributors.' All are
agreed that it shall be Christlieb in spirit,
the College of Christ's Love. Never forget
that! The first move in establishing this
school was made by the First Baptist church
at Abilene. And that is a Christian body.
The Sweetwater Association next took hold,
and that is a Christian body. All the trustees of the College are Christian men. Dr.
Simmons and his family are Christian; and
they made special written conditions in giving
their money, that the whole structure, character, and fibre of the College were first, second, and last, to be Christian."
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Professor G. CX Thatcher, formerly president of the College, has this to say:
" At this time, our heart is full of gladness
and thankfulness for what has already been
done for Simmons College. We are filled
with gratitude to him, who ruleth all things;'
for the wisdom of its founders in establishing
this school for Christian education here,
in this western country, where its present
field of labour and of usefulness is so large,
and the possibilities of development so unbounded. We are thankful for the many
friends the College has in Texas and elsewhere, and that our appeals to them on
behalf of the College are not for relief from
a burdensome debt, but for the means of
enlargement and advancement."
The notice of the death of Mrs. Mary E.
Simmons, which occurred September 24,
1894, feH like a great sorrow upon the
friends, faculty, and students of Simmons
College. The members of the Literary Society were called together, and a committee
appointed to draft suitable resolutions of
respect to her memory. The following were
presented, and, with sorrowful hearts,
adopted:
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" WHEREAS, The Wise Ruler of the Universe has seen fit in his wisdom to call from
earth the soul of this friend, who, during a
long life devoted to his service, ever attracted the attention and commanded the
respect of those who knew her, Therefore
be it
" RESOLVED, I, That we, the members of
the Adelphian Society of Simmons College,
deplore the loss of our late benefactress,
Mrs. Mary E. Simmons, and bow with
reverence to the will of Almighty God who
doeth all things well.
" RESOLVED, II, That in her death Simmons College has lost a true and valued
friend, one who responded liberally and
nobly to all the calls of education. She was
blessed with a kind, charitable heart, and
a warm interest in all that tends to uplift
humanity. In these personal characteristics
we recognize a lofty type of Christian
womanhood.
" RESOLVED, III, That we tender the bereaved family our sincere and heartfelt
sympathy in this great affliction. While
theirs' is the greater loss, may it console them
to know that other hearts share in their
sorrow and bereavement.
" RESOLVED, IV, That these resolutions be
published in the West Texas Baptist and also
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in the College Items. That a page of our
record book be preserved as a memorial of
her, and that the Secretary of the Adelphian
Society be instructed to present the family
a copy of these resolutions.
" GERTRUDE SWANSON,
" FLOSSIE LOGAN,
" EVIE MALONE,
Committee."
The name of the Literary Society was
afterward changed to the Mary E. Simmons
Society, and still bears that name.
The board of trustees and faculty arranged
to hold in the College chapel a memorial
service on November 23, 1894, and a large
audience, consisting of the citizens of Abilene and the surrounding country, assembled.
President G. O. Thatcher presided. Rev.
G. W. Smith read the Scriptures, and led
in prayer. Addresses were made by different
citizens.
Rev. R. T. Flanks spoke of the beautiful
and consecrated life of Mrs. Simmons, her
helpfulness, her love for her race, and her
consummate desire to do good in many directions; and appealed to the young women
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of Simmons College to imitate her noble
life.
Dr. J. T. Harrington spoke of the breadth
of her Christian character and love as shown
in giving her hard-earned means, not only
to a state she had never visited, to a people
she had never known; but, more wonderful,
to a people separated from her by all the
necessary prejudices that would naturally
follow so long and bloody a civil war as
that through which her generation passed.
And he thought her good influence in the
direction of breadth of character and disinterested love would be felt long after all
present were dead.
Judge K. K. Leggett paid the following
beautiful tribute to her memory:
" The subject for whom these exercises
are held, we are informed, died in the
Christian faith, and doubtless her chair, her
pew, and her grave were garlanded with the
flowers of the Christian's hope, and added
to this, she had lived so as to cause this
people, two thousand miles away, to halt,
and drop a tear, as she passed from earth
to heaven.
" This community is • largely indebted to

122

A Foundation Builder

Mrs. Mary E. Simmons, in fact it is indebted
to her more than to any other person, either
living or dead. I would not withhold one
word of praise due that great and good man,
whose name this College bears, and due his
unselfish and pious son, but I do not doubt
that Simmons College, with all it is, and all
it will be in coming years, owes its very
existence to that beautiful character, Mary
E. Simmons.
" It is a matter of regret that no one
present had the pleasure and benefit of a
personal acquaintance with Mrs. Simmons.
" We only know her by what she has done.
" I very much fear when I have finished
my labours, and have passed to the great
beyond, it will simply be said of me, ' He
was born; he died.' This really is the history of man. Not so with Mrs. Simmons.
Besides contributing a share to the gentle
and engaging graces which make life worth
living, she, aided by the members of her
family, has left this monument of usefulness
to bless the coming ages. Each and every
student who attends this school is a beneficiary of her bounty."
Professor G. O. Thatcher, who felt that her
death was a personal loss to him and to the
College, said:
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" The lady, whose memory these services
were to commemorate, was not known personally to a single individual present. Not
one had ever seen her, or heard her voice.
And yet, she was known; her name is familiar,
for linked with the name of Dr. J. B. Simmons is that of Mary E. Simmons; thought
of one is complemented by thought of the
other, and sweet memories cluster about the
names of both.
" But the beautiful and beneficent union
of these two in life is now broken, and
the words of the speakers on this occasion
stirred the hearts of those present with
deepest sympathy for Dr. Simmons in this
loss of his companion and sharer in life's
labours.
" One beautiful feature of these services
consisted in presenting to the minds of the
young women present, the type of noble
womanhood which the life of Mrs. Simmons so exemplified, and the Christian
graces which so adorned her life. The good
of such a life cannot be known, nor its
influence measured.
" In death she is still with us, and that to
bless.
" The College, which bears her family
name, is a blessing to the world to-day, and
as its usefulness shall enlarge, who can meas-
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ure the good it may carry to future generations."
The friends of the College placed in the
chapel a beautiful marble tablet, suitably
inscribed to her memory; and a life-size portrait of her husband hangs just above it.
She had realized her own favourite poem:
" Yes, heaven is nearer than Christians
think,
When they look with a trembling dread
To the misty future that stretches out.
From the silent home of the dead.
" The eye that shuts this moment in death,
Shall open the next in bliss;
The welcome will sound in the heavenly
world
Ere the farewells are hushed in this."
Her remains, which for a time rested in
the Quaker Cemetery of the Society of
Friends at Providence, R. I., were removed
to a crypt in the campus of Simmons College, at Abilene, Tex., where her husband
now rests by her side till the resurrection
morn.
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A TRIBUTE TO MARY E. SIMMONS, BY
REV. LEANDER HALL

With deep interest I have read, in the last
issue of The Examiner, the most excellent
and comprehensive review of the life of
Rev. J. B. Simmons, D.D., who so recently
entered into his rest. Of him it can be
truthfully said, " Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, said
the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; for their works follow with them.r
From The Examiner review7 of the life of
this godly man, I quote these words: " But
his chief pride was Simmons College, at
Abilene, Tex., founded by and named after
him.
This excellent institution he felt
to be his best monument, and, most fittingly,
his remains are to be interred in its grounds."
In a personal letter to the writer of this
article, dated July 15, 1902, Dr. Simmons
said: " And what he says (J. B. Gambrell,
D.D., LL.D.) of my gifted and gracious and
beloved wife, will lead you, I trust, to pray
earnestly for the school in Texas that she
and I gave away wholly—wholly—to Jesus
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Christ. Please read all of Gambrell's about
wife," In his letter Dr. Simmons enclosed
a copy of the West Texas Baptist, published
in the town where the College is located. It
was called " Our Memorial Edition." I
will quote a few sentences from that paper,
dated October 24, 1901, giving a full account of the " Memorial " services, including the addresses delivered on the occasion—
the chief one by Dr. Gambrell. The editor
says: " We dedicate this issue of the West
Texas Baptist to the memory of Mrs. Mary
E. Simmons, wife of Rev. J. B. Simmons,
D.D., of New York. Mrs. Simmons was
equal benefactor of Simmons College with
her honoured husband, for her beautiful
hands wrought in part in every task that
made the money which the family has given
to the College, and her mind approved it
all, and she carried the welfare of the College in her heart to the day of her death."
..." In the wall of the chapel of Simmons
College is a memorial tablet of marble on
which are inscribed these words: 'Mary E.
Simmons, entered into rest Sept. 24, 1894.
Jointly with her husband she was founder
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of this College/ Dr. Simmons has erected
on the campus of the College a beautiful
and costly monument to the memory of Mrs.
Simmons, and on the 24th of September
(1901) her remains were laid to rest there."
... u Of all the gifts Dr. Simmons has
made to our College—l The College of
Christ's Love '—none of them, nay, all of
them put together, do not speak so tenderly
and strongly of his devotion as this last one.
It is as if he had given the institution his
very heart, and planted it in the College
soil, to grow other hearts to love the school!
We are glad to devote this special issue of
the paper in memorializing such sublime
living, and loving, and giving, as the life
and death and burial of Sister Mary E.
Simmons exhibit to us."
I will give also tvvo or three quotations
from the eloquent address of Dr. Gambrell
on this "memorial" occasion. He said:
"He (Dr. Simmons) was a student in
Brown University. In that cultured city
was a teacher, a young Quakeress of excellent family, solidly educated, full of life
and purpose; but a stranger to grace. She
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was a chosen vessel for the exalted ministries
of her day and generation. She was to become the helpmate of the young ministerial
student. She was providentially fitted for
this service by unusual social graces, by a
strong and resolute nature, by rare culture;
but she needed yet most of all the enduement of the Spirit. God in answer to
prayer gave her a heart-breaking sense of
sin, and a heart-mending sense of the grace
that saves to the uttermost. From the depths
of despair she cried to God and he took
her feet from the mire and placed them on
the Rock of a complete salvation. . . . She
joined him in his theological studies, taking
the entire course with him. . . . When Mary
E. Simmons became the wife of a preacher,
destined to fill large places of usefulness, and
largely through her unvarying support and
active help, she came into a large place.
All her strength, tact, and wisdom had the
fairest opportunity for enduring usefulness; born to a competency, she made
money a servant of humanity. Forty-three
years she wrought in this place for the
futherance of the Gospel, and the moral

-
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and intellectual elevation of her race/'
Dr. Gambrell closed his address in these
words :
" There is a fitness in bringing the mortal
remains of the founders of this school to rest
on the campus. The dying in distant lands
often long to be buried at home. The
Christian's heart is in his work, and the
home is where the heart is. This institution
stands for the abiding work of its founders.
Let them rest on the campus, and may the
lessons of lives devoted to the service of
God and humanity be deeply impressed on
the students of this institution as long as
time shall last."
I think I but echo the living sentiment of
Dr. Simmons's life, in coupling with The
Examiner's beautiful tribute to his memory
this tribute to the memory of his beloved
wife. When two such noble lives are linked
together in the close relation of husband and
wife, they cannot do otherwise than build
enduring monuments in the kingdom of
Christ. Let tributes to their memory go
down in history together. Together they
sowed and reaped, together they sleep on the
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campus of
founded.
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The good work at Simmons College Still
goes on. The president is working to build
neat brick cottages for boys to room in.
One built through the generosity of A. F.
Crowley, of Fort Worth, bears on a marble
tablet the name of his deceased son, Charles
E. Crowley.
Mrs. Julia E. Nye, the cousin of Dr.
Simmons, subscribed the money to build
another, and Mr. H. J. Weber, a warm
friend and admirer of Dr. and Mrs. Simmons, though not a Baptist, gave the money
for another, and the Literary Class of Calvary Baptist church, New York, voted to
build another which is to bear the name of
their beloved teacher, Dr. Frank Rogers
Morse, who was the associate pastor of that
church.
Three scholarships have also been endowed, and the prospects are that during the
coming year the facilities of the college will
be greatly enlarged.
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Dr. Simmons has started a fund for endowment, and others have contributed until
the college now has about $15,000* of invested funds. When this shall have been
increased to $100,000, the institution will be
upon a firm basis of self-support.
Every friend of Christian Education, especially in Texas, should have a part in the
work which Simmons College is doing, and
is to do, under the blessing of God, for the
cause of Christ and higher civilization west
of the Mississippi River.
May the foundations laid by Dr. Simmons
in all his work for God and humanity, be
wisely and prayerfully built upon until the
capstone reaches the skies.
Dr. Simmons triumphantly ended his
heroic life, December 17, 1905, at the ripe
age of seventy-eight years. He was honoured and beloved by all who knew him in
the varied relations of pastor, secretary, man,
and Christian. The funeral service was
#

The matter on this page was written in the year 1899,
during the administration of Dr. O. C. Pope. See final chapter, by Dr. Oscar H. Cooper, for the present value of property,
amount of endowment, number of students, etc.
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conducted by the Rev. R. P. Johnson, D.D.,
pastor of the Fifth Avenue Baptist church,
of which church Dr. Simmons was long an
honoured member.
The large numbers
present at the funeral service testified to the
esteem in which Dr. Simmons was long
held.
He was a masterful man. He would have
achieved great success in any department
of business, had he chosen to give himself
to commercial pursuits. He might have
been a great railway king; he might have
been a merchant prince; he might have been
a congressman or senator of wide influence
and enduring fame. But he chose to be a
minister of Jesus Christ, in the Baptist denomination. He loved the kingdom
of God with a love that was pure, strong,
and tender. He believed in the principles
of the Baptist denomination as the teaching
of God's holy Word. He loved and served
Jesus Christ as the King in Zion. He believed in Christian education as one of the
noblest pursuits and achievements of men
and women redeemed by the precious blood
of Jesus Christ. He believed that a great
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institution of Christian learning is the most
permanent memorial possible on this earth.
He, therefore, gave Simmons College his
money, his wisest thought, and his earnest
prayer. As a man eminently wise in the
divine sense of that word, " He shall shine
as the brightness of the firmament"; and as
one who turned " many to righteousness, as
the stars forever and ever."

