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WHEN a small edifice or a temporary
structure is to be erected, one man
frequently plans, erects, completes,
and uses the building; but when the great
cathedral at Cologne was finished, the man
who conceived the plan and laid the foundation, had been in his grave for more than
five centuries. The glory of the cathedral,
however, is a sufficient monument to his
memory. For a large structure, there must
be breadth of thought and work in the foundation. Dr. James B. Simmons, of New
York, is peculiarly gifted in the ability to
plan wisely, and lay such broad foundations
that future generations may successfully
build thereon.
This is illustrated in his work in behalf
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of Christian education. He does not believe
in working for one race, or one caste, or one
section, but has distributed his labours to
different races and different sections and
made them so broad that the capstone must,
of necessity, be laid long after the founder
has ceased to live on the earth.
Under his wise administration as corresponding secretary of the American Baptist
Home Mission Society, locations were secured for seven Christian schools for the
negroes of the South; one each in Washington, Richmond, Columbia, Raleigh, Augusta,
Nashville, and New Orleans. These are
well chosen, strategic points, every one of
them. Six of these institutions, on the very
localities purchased by Dr. Simmons, have
had marvellous growth. The properties today are vastly more valuable than when he
acquired them. For the thirteen acres of
the Roger Williams University at Nashville,
which he purchased for $30,000, the Home
Mission Society, as I am told, could since
have taken $200,000, had they been willing
to sell.
It was deemed advisable to remove the
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school located at Augusta to Atlanta, and
it is doing a magnificent work there. Dr. A.
E. Dickinson, editor of the Religious Herald,
of Richmond, Va., well said:
" Those seven institutions of learning for
the coloured people of the South, which Dr.
J. B. Simmons was instrumental in establishing, will be a better monument to his
memory, than seven towering shafts of
granite."
Seven streams of light and knowledge for
over a quarter of a century have been flooding the South with blessings from these
young colleges.
And these streams have
been broadening and deepening as the years
roll on, and will doubtless continue to bless
generations yet unborn. These schools were
not founded for a day, a year, or a generation,
but for all time.
Here we have the example of a man who
was the grandson of a New York State
slave-holder, devoting seven years of the most
intense toil, anxiety, and labour, to the
Christian education of those who had been
slaves, and succeeding in establishing seven
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institutions of learning, and raising money to
secure properties ample for their uses in the
long years to come. The foundations were
well laid, not on the sands of popular enthusiasm or partisan prejudices, but on the firm
rock of Christian duty, in loyalty to Jesus
Christ.
Rev. H. M. Tupper, D.D., President of
Shaw University at Raleigh, N. C, used to
say that Dr. Simmons had the best conception of any man he knew, as to the sort of
schools needed for the education of the
Freedmen. And it is not too much to add
that the seven original Freedmen colleges
which were fashioned under his moulding
hand, became in no small degree the models
for those that have been added since. At
the same time, he praises in emphatic terms
the good men who preceded him, as well
as the men who have followed him in the
work.
When Dr. Simmons retired from his office
as corresponding secretary of the American
Baptist Home Mission Society, that organization, in annual meeting assembled, adopted
the following minute:
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" The present condition of our educational
work in the Southern States bears a most
impressive testimony to the wisdom, the
energy, and the consecration exhibited by
Rev. James Simmons, D.D., in the location,
and the conduct of the Freedmen's schools,
and in the development of Christian enterprise and liberality in their behalf. He has
written his name upon the religious history
of an emancipated race. Their future will
be his monument."
But Dr. Simmons was too broad a man to
confine his work to one race. He saw the
need of the coloured people and gave his
heart throbs, tears, and prayers, accompanied
in every instance by his own money contributions, to help them. But many years before this, he had laid his vigorous hand to
the work of helping the cause of education
among the white race. As early as 1859,
nearly a decade before he was called to be
secretary of home missions, and when he
was not worth so much as $1,500 all told, he
pledged $1,000 of that amount, to assist in
founding an institution for the higher education of young women, in Indianapolis,
Ind., where he was settled as pastor. And
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he paid every cent of that money. The coming on of the war, and other causes, led
to the discontinuance of the school; and this
thousand dollars, with the other property of
the institute, was afterwards turned over to
the Divinity School at Morgan Park, which
is now a part of the great Chicago University, and is still doing good in the cause
of Christian education.
In 1874, when there was a crisis in the
financial affairs of Columbian University,
located at the national Capital, he threw himself into the breach at the call of his brethren,
and raised in six months $64,000, to complete
the required conditions for an endowment of
$300,000; thus establishing the permanency
of that institution for Christian education in
the heart of the nation.
In 1891 the writer of this, from his official
position, chanced to know that Dr. Simmons
was not content with what he had done for
the cause of Christian education, but was
looking around for further opportunity to do
good. About this time I received a letter
from a gentleman of Abilene, Tex., asking if
I knew of any source from which help could
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be obtained in founding a much needed
institution of learning in that rapidly growing section of Western Texas. I gave him
the address of Dr. Simmons, and correspondence was begun between them. Dr.
Simmons and his son visited the field, and
the result was that through the benefactions
of himself and family, Simmons College, at
Abilene, Tex., has begun its career of blessing in the great Southwest. Located in a
fertile country, with a field to draw from
twice as large as the entire state of New
York, and which is rapidly filling up with
population, it is difficult to estimate the
future possibilities of Simmons College. As
to a name for this new school, Dr. Simmons
chose " Christlieb College," which means the
" College of Christ's Love." But his family,
and the vote of the college trustees, overruled him.
A Northern man, a strong opponent of
slavery, and one who had given so much
of his time to aid the negroes in education,
Dr. Simmons now gave his means to found
a college for white people, in one of the old
slave states. He has helped ten colleges, all
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told. With him the question was not whether
a man is a white man, a negro, an Indian, an
American, or a Chinaman; not whether he
was a Northern man, a Southern man, or
a Western man, but was he a man, and
was help needed, and could it be given?
The foundations he has endeavoured to lay
are as broad as the needs of humanity,
without reference to race or conditions.
Strong in his convictions and outspoken
in his expression of them when necessity
requires, he is the soul of courtesy to all,
and charitable towards the opinions of
others. He always leans towards mercy's
side.
The following incident beautifully illustrates this characteristic: Rev. John S. Ezell,
a Baptist minister of South Carolina, was
confined in the military prison at Albany,
N. Y., having been convicted of complicity
with Kukluxism in his native state. Southern
papers were denouncing his confinement.
But Dr. Simmons, instead of stopping to
talk, went to Albany, visited the imprisoned
minister, encouraged him to tell his story,
went to Washington and personally laid the
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matter before General Grant, then President
of the United States, and obtained his release.
He then took Mr. Ezell to his home and
treated him with Christian hospitality, and
sent him on his way rejoicing. Dr. Simmons did not sympathize in the least with
the spirit of Kukluxism, or any other lawlessness, but he delighted to assist a Christian
man in distress. No wonder that Mr. Ezell
has often written him with gratitude, saying:
" I was in prison and you visited me." Or
that Rev. J. L. Reynolds, D.D., of South
Carolina, referring to this, says: " This was
well and nobly done. Such a deed appeals to
the South, and will do more towards bringing about the era of good feeling, than all
the resolutions that could be written, or
harangues that could be spoken. We thank
Dr. Simmons."
I have spent months in Dr. Simmons's
company. We differed widely upon many
questions, and discussed them freely without the slightest acrimony or ill-feeling.
Tenacious of his own opinions, and firm in
his convictions, he is yet so broad and full of
Christian love and courtesy, that he is the
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finest example I have ever known of the
" snaviter in modo et fortiter in re!'
We may learn three lessons from his* life:
i A poor boy, thrown upon his own resources at fifteen years of age, he has attained great distinction as a man of learning and wide influence. Let no boy despair
of making a full-grown man because he is
poor.
2. He has often told me that he never
could have accomplished half of what he
has, but for the educational training which
he received. He spent three years in the
preparatory school, four years in college,
and three years in his theological course, ten
years in all. Let no young man rush into
his life work without thorough preparation.
Rather than work with dull tools, make any
sacrifice to sharpen them.
3. Dr. Simmons has a loving place in the
hearts of the people of all sections and of
the different races of the country, because
he loved them all. Let no man despair of
being esteemed and loved just as broadly
as he esteems and loves others. I am proud
to number Dr. James B. Simmons among my
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warmest friends, on account of his great
learning, his true heart, and his broad
Christian charity.
The College which bears his name stands
as an outpost of Christian education in the
West.
It is 1,600 miles westward from
Abilene to the nearest Christian College.
Although a young institution in a sparsely
settled section, it has property of about
$50,000 value, and not a cent of debt. What
is most needed now to put a capstone on
the last college brought into existence by
" The Foundation Builder" is an endowment. The small beginning of $15,000
which the college has, should be made
$100,000 soon by the friends of Christian
education.
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