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Hardin-Simmons Anthem 

Hardin-Simmons  naif  to  thee,   for  famous  are  thy  halts/ 

Long may thy worth increase, long live thy noble cause; 

Jfr*lt*&are thy victories o'er land and  over sea, 

Fair daughter of the West we love and honor thee. 

Hardin-Simmons!  loud we sing; Oh, let thy music ring; 

Our hearts are filled with joy, of thee we gladly sing. 

More charming is thy name than all our  childhood  scenes; 

Thy welkins, sweet and fair, inspire our joyful themes. 

With voice, with heart and hand, we bring our gifts today; 

Thy sons and daughters live to serve thee true always. 

So kind and true thou art—let duty be thy call; 

Give us tky noble heart; we love thee one and all. 

For freedom is thy might and victory thy song; 

We'll raise thy banners high with purpose true and strong; 

Thy friends are manifold and greater thou shalt be, 

The     Purple and the Gold" lead on, lead on to victory. 
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An English Estimate 

BY T. WILKINSON RIDDLE, F. R. S. L., HON. D. D. 
(H-S. U.) 

A visitor to Derwentwater, in the English Lake 
District, will notice a plinth in granite erected in memory 
of John Ruskin. On that plinth are inscribed some 
words of the great writer and art critic in which he says 
that the first thing he remembered as an event of life 
was being taken to that particular spot by his nurse. 

Looking back to the summer of June, 1935, I am 
compelled to say that meeting Dr. Sandefer for the first 
time, on the platform of Abilene station, was for me an 
event of life. I have never met any man who appealed 
to me more deeply on a first meeting, and certainly none 
from whom I parted, a week later, with more genuine 
regret. Sir Walter Scott said that we should endeavor 
to keep our friendships in repair: and I can plead that 
I have done so, because from the first moment of home- 
sickness at parting until a few days ago when I wrote to 
cheer him in his illness, I have felt grappled to him 
with hoops of steel. 

An old proverb affirms that "second thoughts are 
best."    I  do  not  believe  it.    My  first  thoughts  are 
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invariably right. In the case of Prexy, far from demand- 
ing revision, they have been confirmed a hundred times. 
When I was his guest in Abilene, I arrived at four con- 
clusions, and if the old Book says that a threefold cord 
is not easily broken, what shall be said of a fourfold 
cord? 

(1) In the first place, I was impressed with the 
tremendous strength of his simplicity. I have never met 
a less pretentious man. He is incapable of sophisti- 
cation or subtlety. We have a saying in our country 
to the effect that an Englishman's word is his bond, and 
that is emphatically true of J. D. Sandefer. His word is 
his bond. What he promises he is careful to perform. 
I think this must explain his amazing hold on the capital 
of West Texas. He is regarded by all sections of the 
community as a gentleman—a word, by the way, which 
means exactly what it says. 

When I think of Prexy, my mind reverts continually 
to Tennyson's noble tribute to the Grand Duke of 
Wellington, who was— 

Great in council and great in war, 
Foremost captain of his time, 
Rich in saving common-sense, 
And, as the greatest only are, 
In his simplicity sublime. 

I confess that when I heard him referred to on the 
campus as  "Prexy,"  it  grated on my ears.    English 
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people do not take liberties with great men. It seemed 
natural for me to call him "Sir." His gigantic outlook 
made me feel somewhat grass-hopperish. But my preju- 
dice was soon removed when I discovered that the use 
of "Prexy" by the undergraduates was not the outcome 
of cheapness, but the result of a heartfelt affection which 
could not be content with any title which failed to ex- 
press the love they felt. Even so, I am free to confess 
that it took me some little time before I could unbend 
sufficiently to do the same myself. It seemed like taking 
a liberty. 

I suppose it was that I realized that behind this 
charming simplicity and utter absence of sophistication, 
there was a granite-like character, inflexible in its passion 
for righteousness, and unsparing with those who set out 
to be a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense. How 
Cromwell would have loved him! What a perfect Iron- 
sider! For Sandefer knows how to trust in God and keep 
his powder dry.    "Rich in saving common sense/' 

Although he was so kind to me, so gracious and 
complimentary, there was never a moment when I did 
not feel strangely humble. I felt that a word of praise 
from him was high praise indeed. Perhaps this explains 
why he has been such a singularly successful college 
president. In my home in Devonshire, I have many 
pictures, but I can say, without a word of exaggeration, 
that the one I treasure most is the large photo he gave 
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me of himself, which ever stands before me on my desk 
while I am working. 

(2) In the second place, I was struck with his extraor- 
dinary pride in, and passion for, the great university 
over which he presides. Napoleon said that after his 
death there would be found graven upon his heart a 
picture of France. I think that after Prexy's death 
there will be found engraven on his great heart a picture 
of the campus he loves so well. I am not at all surprised 
that he has been able to influence so much money in the 
direction of the university, for his enthusiasm is in- 
fectious. Like Oliver Goldsmith, Prexy has touched 
nothing he has not adorned. The university is his 
abiding monument. Of him we may say what is said of 
Christopher Wren who planned St. Paul's Cathedral: 
"If you are seeking his monument, look around you." 

I am not thinking of bricks and mortar, however; 
I am not confining my thought to endowments and 
academic status; I am thinking of that very gallant 
band of men and women he has gathered round him, 
for if a bird is known by its song, a college president is 
known by his faculty. I suppose he has made mistakes 
in his time, but he seems to possess an uncanny knowl- 
edge of men, and that knowledge has stood him in good 
stead when he has been choosing his professors. The 
noble and splendid irony is that if Prexy dropped out 
tomorrow, the university would still go on and flourish 
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more and more. But this is only because he has been 
building for eternity. With an unostentatious self- 

lessness, his one concern has been for the university. 
For himself he has cared nothing. 

In my country, we have a way of associating a man's 
name with an institution. Thus, we speak of Arnold of 
Rugby; Jowett of Balliol; Lyttelton of Eton; Percival 
of Clifton; for many a day to come when men think of 
Hardin-Simmons University, they will think of Sande- 
fer. The curious thing is that this identification is due 
more to sterling qualities of character than to outstand- 
ing academic brilliance. Sandefer is not a Greek scholar 
like Richard Jebb; he is not a Latinist like Glover; he 
is not a mathematician like Einstein; he is not a phy- 
sicist like Oliver Lodge. So far as I know, Prexy has 
not written any great book which can be regarded as a 
permanent contribution to human learning; and yet, in 
the whole of Texas, there is no college president more 
highly respected, whose judgments are more eagerly 
sought, whose lead is more ardently followed. 

I have arrived at the conclusion that the secret 
must be traced to a certain "honest-to-goodness" belief 
in the work he is doing, a work which has placed thou- 
sands of young men and women forever in his debt. 
I can only hope that before he is gathered to his fathers, 
some more rich men may be forthcoming who will be 
willing to crown Prexy's efforts by putting the university 
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in such an unassailable financial position that those 
left to carry on may be enabled to greet the unseen with 
a cheer. For myself, I hope the day will not be far dis- 
tant when Hardin-Simmons University will be included 
in the list of the Association of American Universities, a 
distinction which, for some extraordinary reason, means 
far more in Great Britain from the standpoint of evaluat- 
ing credits than it appears to mean in the United 
States. I am informed that the principal drawback to 
such an inclusion is of a financial character, which only 
increases my desire that those who have been entrusted 
with wealth shall use it for the university, and as a trib- 
ute to one who has done so much to give Hardin- 
Simmons University the undoubted prominence it en- 
joys at the present time. 

(3) In the third place, I was considerably moved by 
President Sandefer's conviction that higher education 
is not a luxury for the select few, but a vital necessity 
for the unselect many. In this respect, he reveals how 
constantly he lives with his ear to the ground, for in 
business as well as in the professions there is a persistent 
demand for men and women who have been trained for 
responsible positions involving directive ability. Ruskin 
said that the chief end of education was to teach men to 
see the sky. I should be quite content to let the sen- 
tence end with the word "see," for it cannot be doubted 
that a liberal education opens doors and windows which 
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hitherto had been locked, bolted, and barred. Sandefer 
has shared Ruskin's view. He has always had an 
absorbing passion to democratize higher learning—not 
with the idea of breeding a race of intellectual snobs, 
but of equipping men and women for the stern duties of 
a competitive world. 

I imagine that there are times when the president 
can be stern with students who have been guilty of 
slacking; but what such students do not realize, per- 
haps, is that the president's attitude is determined less 
by anger than by perplexity. He cannot understand 
how any boy or girl should play the fool with such a price- 
less boon as a university education. An English wit, not 
long ago, defined education as "casting artificial pearls 
before real swine." I am sure that Prexy would give 
education a higher valuation; but I am equally sure that 
he is as near to contempt as ever he will be when he 
surveys the type of person who is disposed to regard 
a university education as much ado about nothing. 

In other words, President Sandefer has the right con- 
ception of education, which, briefly stated, is an all- 
round equipment for the business of living. It is because 
he believes in this so passionately that he has done so 
much to bring the advantages of a university close to the 
doors of the humblest and the poorest. 

(4) I have left the most important impression to the 
last.    J. D. Sandefer lives in my memory as a great 
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Christian. He will tell you with a smile that he is 
not a parson, but no man is better fitted to be an apostle 
of Jesus Christ; he will protest that he is not a theo- 
logian, but no man of my acquaintance has a firmer 
grasp of the faith once for all delivered to the saints. 
He knows, not only whom he has believed; but he knows 
also what he believes, and why other people should be- 
lieve the same. In this respect he is a man after my own 
heart. On the great fundamentals of the faith, our 
hearts beat as one. No man, alleges a cynical French 
proverb, is a hero to his own valet; but my president is a 
hero to me. He is the kind of man I should wish to be. 
Many a time, when I have looked upon his portrait, I 
have been like the green-grocer in Brighton who was 
saved from many unworthy things because he looked at 
the face of F. W. Robertson. As an honorary graduate, 
it is my privilege to be the sole representative of Hardin- 
Simmons University in Great Britain. It is a distinc- 
tion I value highly; but I hope I shall not be misunder- 
stood when I say that the greatest glory of June, 1935, 
was the moment when I met the man who, more than 
any other, has put West Texas on the academic map. 

T. WILKINSON RIDDLE 

For twenty years Minister of George Street Baptist Church, 
Plymouth. 

Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 
Fellow of the Philosophical Society of England. 
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Author's Preface 

The material within the pages of this biography is 
presented in as regular and concise manner as the author 
has deemed possible and advisable. It presents in the 
first published form the life of Jefferson Davis Sandefer, 
sixth president of Simmons College, now Hardin-Simmons 
University, and dean of Texas educators in years of 
service. 

Born during the Reconstruction period in the United 
States, immediately following the War Between the 
States, his early life was a hazardous one. Overcoming 
all the educational hazards of his day would have frozen 
the blood of any ordinary man and dulled and stifled 
his ambitions, but not so Jefferson Davis Sandefer. 

Encouraged by a Christian mother who saw that he 
dedicated his life to Christ in the early years of his youth, 
he began the battles of life leading toward success with 
his future founded upon the verities of God's Book. 

Beginning his career as a teacher in a rural com- 
munity and spending all spare time in the promotion of 
prohibition and the furtherance of educational causes, he 
soon found himself president of John Tarleton College 
of Stephenville, Texas. 

He has been in the thick of the prohibition fight 
from that time on. There is probably no one man in 
Texas who has done more for the cause of temperance. 
His name has been linked with that cause for nearly 
half a century. 

xvii 
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For the past thirty years, he has been president of 
Hardin-Simmons University, and the cause of Christian 
education has never had a more zealous leader than he. 
He believes in what he is doing with his whole soul. 

The growth of Hardin-Simmons University, under 
his leadership, reads like a dream, and one is fascinated by 
the stories that are as unusual as they are beautiful. 
Linking the beauty of this educational romance with the 
story of his early life, we find a life history without 
parallel. 

The writer wishes to thank President Sandefer for 
his kind consideration and time, for free access to the 
archives of Hardin-Simmons University, and for the 
many newspaper clippings (preserved by Mrs. Sandefer). 
She wishes to thank Mr. Bernard Hanks and other 
members of the Abilene Reporter News staff for their 
hearty co-operation. She also wishes to thank Dr. Robert 
A. Collins, Dr. L. Q. Campbell, and Dr. Rupert N. 
Richardson, of Hardin-Simmons University, under whose 
direction this work was written. 
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