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9. An Administrator 

President Sandefer points with pride to his years as 
an administrator, and justly so. He has had approxi- 
mately a thousand teachers in his employ during his 
nearly one-half a century as an administrator, and has 
never had a serious misunderstanding with any of them, 
nor has he put any of them in a written contract. His 
policy, from the beginning of his school career, was to 
have a personal interview with his prospective teachers 
and detail to them the ideals of the school, and secure 
their promise to fulfil them in every particular. Any- 
time they failed to fulfil their part of the verbal contract, 
they were helped to secure another position and "eased 
out." 

In his faculty have been many great educators, one 
who was president before he came and who later became 
head of the education department and served in that 
capacity during the remainder of his life span. This 
great and esteemed educator was Dr. O. H. Cooper, the 
man whom President Sandefer had idolized, as a boy, 
and loved with a deep and sincere devotion during his 
years of service with him. 

In speaking of this great personality, President 
Sandefer says, "During the many years Dr. Cooper 
served on my staff, he never failed to accord to me every 
possible courtesy  and consideration  touching my  ad- 
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ministrative policies. If he ever differed, he later yielded, 
and said, 'Mr. President, as president of this institution, 
the responsibility is yours, and I am with you one hun- 
dred per cent.'" 

President Sandefer once told Dr. Cooper of his great 
admiration for him and of the youthful story—mentioned 
in chapter two—detailing to him the thrill that was his, 
as a result of seeing him, at that early age. Dr. Cooper, 
with a smile peculiarly his, looked into President Sande- 
fer's eyes and said, "Mr. President, that story ought to 
be written and published in Youth's Companion; it 
would thrill and could not but help the thousands of 
youths who would read it." 

Another great teacher, the only one that was serving 
at Hardin-Simmons University when President Sandefer 
came, who has remained and faithfully served and 
wrought with the president, is Dr. Julius Olsen. 

President Sandefer proudly says of this great teacher: 
"Dr. Olsen is one of the most highly educated teachers 
ever connected with this or any other institution of higher 
learning. 

"He is one of the finest Christian gentlemen with 
whom I ever associated. His declining more lucrative 
positions and remaining with Hardin-Simmons Uni- 
versity attests to his fidelity to the institution and its 
ideals. For years he was the only member of the staff 
with whom I consulted touching problems of admin- 
istration. A more princely Christian gentleman, a more 
scholarly and forceful teacher, I never knew." 

This much is due to be said about another faculty 
member, who has been connected with the school as 
student, teacher, and official for some thirty years—Dr. 
Rupert N. Richardson. President Sandefer recommended 
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him to assume the duties of executive vice-president in 
March of the year 1938. He has been head of the his- 
tory department for many years and is an author of 
outstanding note and merit. President Sandefer says 
of this learned man, "Dr. Richardson has met every 
responsibility and challenge that has devolved upon him 
during his studentship and faculty connection with the 
institution, and my judgment is that he will continue to 
meet the larger and more portentous challenge as exec- 
utive vice-president.'' 

To undertake to pay tributes to that long list of 
scholarly and faithful faculty members, who have served 
and wrought with him during the past thirty years, would 
call for more space than seems warranted at this time. 

President Sandefer speaks tenderly of them, "In a 
general and impersonal way I pay tribute to all of them 
gladly; and cheerfully admit that much of the seeming 
progress that has characterized the institution's growth 
and development is due to them." 

No president ever had in his administrative career 
a more loyal faculty. During the depression, the faculty 
agreed with the president to take from a twenty to forty 
per cent reduction in their salaries and even then, they 
agreed to take such additional cuts as were necessary to 
prevent any further increase in the school's indebtedness. 

One year the president and each of the teachers 
contributed five monthly salaries. Another year they 
contributed four monthly salaries, another three, another 
one. 

These supplementary contributions on the part of 
the faculty, the bursar's office shows, exceeded during 
these years eighty thousand dollars. There was prob- 
ably no other school in the Southern Association of 
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Colleges where similar sacrifices were made for the school 
and where they were accompanied with a greater unanim- 
ity of Christian spirit and loyalty. 

The president, during these years, had to use every 
ounce of energy and diplomacy at his command to hold 
the institution's membership in the Southern Association. 
The Southern Association is the highest accrediting 
agency in the South, and this recognition means that 
Hardin-Simmons University students are admitted into 
any of the institutions of higher learning both in this 
nation and abroad on as high a level as those coming 
from institutions, oftentimes much older, much larger, 
and more highly endowed; and where faculty members 
receive salaries far larger than those paid here. 

President Sandefer has always had a most loyal, 
considerate, and co-operative Board of Trustees. As has 
been mentioned before, most of these men were men with 
large business interests whose membership on the board 
of a university has oftentimes entailed hardships. Most 
of them have been so busy with the normal demands of 
life, that it has been at times impossible to give much 
time to the manifest interests of the university. Learn- 
ing early that they had a president with administrative 
abilities commensurate with his task, they have been 
prone to let most of the responsibility rest on his shoul- 
ders. 

President Sandefer has never made a recommenda- 
tion to a board of education that was not unanimously 
adopted. Perhaps it took some deliberation at times, 
but the president has always been able in the end to 
show justification for any program that he has presented. 

Why should not the president point with pride to 
this record ? Many school men have said that it is with- 
out   parallel   in  American   school   administration.    He 
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prides himself further on the fact that he never expelled 
a student during his entire career, and he has had be- 
tween thirty-five and forty thousand under his tutelage. 
He has suspended a few indefinitely and explained to 
them before they went away that it would not be best 
for them to return, both for their own good and for 
the good of the school. He has helped several of them 
get into other schools by an understanding "inter nos," 
that they not ask him to detail the reasons for the sus- 
pension and by promising them that if they ever had a 
similar case that he would accept a student from their 
school on a similar request from them. He never sus- 
pended a student that he did not convince the student 
that there was no other course of procedure for the 
student's future and the well being of the school. 

In accord with the foregoing statements it might be 
of interest to cite two or three illustrations showing his 
administrative procedure in dealing with obstreperous 
students. 

Many years ago he was compelled to send away from 
the school the son of one of the leading stock men of the 
West. President Sandefer went to the boy's room in 
"Cowden Hall" and talked with him while he was pack- 
ing his effects, preparing to leave. The boy was greatly 
affected by the visit and his shame became unbearable 
and he began crying and sobbingly said, "You are the 
best man I ever knew. If my father had brought me 
up with your ideals, I would never have been in this 
trouble." 

Some two or three years later President Sandefer 
journeyed to a town in the extreme northeast portion 
of the state, to deliver a commencement address. Be- 
sides the college president, who had invited him for 
the address, there was only one other person in the city 
with whom he was personally acquainted.    On the day 
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of the commencement address, he was standing in front 
of this friend's place of business and as he glanced 
across the street, he saw the young man coming along 
the sidewalk. President Sandefer caught the boy's eye 
and knew that the recognition was mutual, but the boy 
kept his gaze riveted to the sidewalk and undertook to 
pass him without recognition. 

President Sandefer stepped forward and, calling the 
boy by name, grasped his hand and asked, "How are you 
getting along?" The boy started sobbing and said, "I 
am not doing any good." President Sandefer had 
noticed the large man standing at the boy's side and had 
wondered who he was. In line with the look of inquiry 
on the president's face, the boy continued, "This man 
is the sheriff and I am under arrest." 

President Sandefer asked, "What crime is charged 
against you?" 

The boy said, "Stealing. The sheriff is taking me 
to jail, and I am going to commit suicide as soon as he 
puts me in." 

"My boy, You must not do that! Why don't you 
send your father a telegram?" urged President Sandefer. 

"I have sent him two and he won't answer me," 
said the boy. 

Deeply moved, President Sandefer said, "Send your 
mother a telegram. You know a boy's mother never 
goes back on her wayward son." 

"I have done that also and I cannot hear from her," 
answered the youth. 

President Sandefer turned to the sheriff and said, 
"Sheriff, how much is this boy's bond?" 
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"It is a thousand dollars, and there is nobody here 
who will go on his bond," responded the sheriff. 

President Sandefer answered, "I will go on his 
bond." 

The sheriff looked at President Sandefer and asked, 
"Aren't you Dr. Sandefer?" "Yes," responded the 
president. "I read where you were going to speak here. 
I might as well tell you, since you are a 'stranger in these 
parts/ two people must sign a bond with you," added 
the sheriff. "Do you have the bond filled out?" asked 
President Sandefer of the sheriff. "Yes," replied the 
sheriff, and pulled the bond out of his pocket. 

President Sandefer took it and stepped into his 
friend's store and said, "Will you sign this boy's bond?" 
The friend answered rather vehemently, "No! That is 
the sorriest specimen of manhood who ever walked the 
streets of this town." Not to be daunted, President 
Sandefer asked, "Will you sign it, in the presence of the 
sheriff, if I will assume full responsibility of paying the 
bond?" 

The friend signed the bond, President Sandefer 
stepped to the sidewalk and handed the bond to the boy 
and said, "My boy, I had to send you away from Sim- 
mons College because of your conduct; however, I still 
believe there is some good in you and I want you to know 
that you will not have to go to jail. My friend and I 
have signed your bond and I have assumed full respon- 
sibility for its payment." 

The boy threw his arms around President Sandefer 
and cried aloud. President Sandefer and the sheriff 
joined in, and the "trio" cried together on the streets of 
that little city. 
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President Sandefer returned to Abilene and went to 
his local banker and told him what he had done. The 
banker said, "Prexy, you are a fool. I know of that 
worthless boy and you will have to pay that thousand 
dollars/' 

President Sandefer replied, "If the draft comes in, 
honor it and notify me, and I will come down and take 
it up with my note and pay it on the instalment plan." 

The banker replied, "Of course I will do that, 'Prexy/ 
but you should not have gone on the boy's bond." 

Several months later as President Sandefer was 
going to New Mexico to fill a speaking engagement, he 
chanced to stop in a town in the western part of Texas; 
a large distinguished looking man came up to him and 
slapped him on the shoulder and asked, "Aren't you Dr. 
Sandefer?" The president replied, "Yes, but I do not 
believe I can call your name." The man said, "I am the 
father of that sorry boy, on whose bond you went a few 
months ago, after I had refused to go to his aid. He 
has cost me a great deal of money and I thought it might 
be best to let him go to jail. However, when I heard 
what you had done for him, being no kin, I went to his 
rescue and got him out of his trouble." The man's 
emotions overcame him and in a tremulous voice, he 
continued, "I would have died before I would have let 
you pay one dime on him." 

President Sandefer asked, "Where is he now?" 

He said, "He is in one of the western states on a 
ranch. He married a nice girl and has settled down and 
it looks like his days of sowing wild oats are over." 

Later, when President Sandefer was attending the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, he roomed with 



An Administrator 311 

one of the Southern Baptist leaders and this friend 
took him by the hand, after a convention session one 
night, and said, "President, I heard that you once saved 
a sorry nephew of mine and it affected me very deeply. 
I made up my mind, when I heard it, that I would work 
every finger off my hand to pay that bond, before you 
should pay a penny.''    Then he said, "Let us pray." 

President Sandefer says, "I still think I did the 
proper thing in going the second mile in endeavoring to 
save a mother's wayward son. This boy now has grown 
children and is one of my most loyal and devoted friends." 

On another occasion, the son of one of the leading 
Baptist ministers of the West was guilty of an offense 
that called for indefinite suspension from Simmons 
College. In these early days, Dr. Olsen was the faculty 
member who lent his influence and co-operation to the 
president in dealing with cases of this kind. 

They called the boy into conference in the presi- 
dent's office and convinced him that there was nothing 
to do but send him home on the evening train. The boy 
said, "I do not see anything else for you to do, but it will 
break my father's heart and hasten the death of my 
mother, who is in poor health." He knelt and prayed, 
then arose and bade them good-by. 

The boy went to his room and packed his clothes. 
Later, he and several of his boy friends went to the 
station, where he was to take the train for home. The 
train was some two or three hours late, and in the mean- 
time, they had an experience and prayer meeting. The 
boy convinced his friends that he was either going to 
Old Mexico and disappear or commit suicide. 

His friends secured the signature of every boy in the 
dormitory to a petition to Dr. Olsen and the president, 
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to the effect that if they would retain the boy on proba- 
tion during the rest of the time he remained in the school, 
neither of them would claim immunity from punishment, 
nor would they "throw him up to the administration" to 
save themselves from indefinite suspension. 

The train was reported another hour late and in the 
meantime Dr. Olsen and President Sandefer had another 
conference. They ultimately reconsidered and retained 
the boy. He made good from then on, and neither his 
father nor his mother ever heard of the trouble. The 
boy later became one of the leading preachers of the 
state and is now vice-president of one of the oldest 
Baptist schools of higher learning in the South. 

On another occasion two boys were caught and 
confessed to a type of misconduct involving a moral 
turpitude that made it impossible to retain them. They 
were brought into the president's office and President 
Sandefer and Dr. Olsen heard their case. They pleaded 
very earnestly and piteously for reinstatement, but 
finally agreed that they would have to leave if the school 
maintained its standards. These boys came from two 
of the leading families of the West. 

Two or three years later, President Sandefer par- 
ticipated in a debate in the community where one of the 
boys lived. In his rejoinder to the president, the oppo- 
nent made a statement that sounded like a question 
concerning President Sandefer's integrity. The house 
was packed to capacity, and the tension reached a high 
peak. 

A large, husky looking fellow jumped up from near 
the center of the auditorium and asked President San- 
defer's opponent, "Do you mean to question Dr. San- 
defer's word?" The opponent said, "No," hastily, and 
turned to President Sandefer and apologized and then 
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apologized to the audience and paid a beautiful tribute 
to the president. 

After the debate was over and the crowd had begun 
to disperse, President Sandefer noticed a group of people 
gathered around a man who was talking rather vigorously 
and noticed that it was the man who had risen to pro- 
tect his integrity, when he thought it was questioned. 
President Sandefer inquired his name and found that 
it was one of the boys referred to. This boy, is now 
one of the leading citizens of this part of the state and 
is rearing a fine Christian family. 

The other boy entered another school in the fall, 
with a mutual understanding between the presidents 
(mentioned above) of the two schools. He remained to 
graduate with highest honors and became assistant in 
mathematics and physics the year following. Later he 
spent four years in the study of medicine and he is now 
one of the leading physicians and surgeons of Texas. 
He is, likewise, one of the president's choicest friends. 

Along with these boys who failed to take the ad- 
monition of the president and follow it through, it may 
be well to present the individual that kept to the path 
that the president and his staff directed him to, and who 
ultimately reached the peak of glowing success. 

The following story is about George Mahon, Con- 
gressman from the nineteenth Texas district. 

George was a typical country boy with plenty of 
possibilities for the making of an outstanding citizen, 
when he reported to the president's office for information 
touching expenses "et cetera,'' to ascertain whether 
or not it would be possible for him to enter college. He 
was subjected to the  "usual"  interrogatives that the 
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president submits to those students who get to him per- 
sonally for this information. 

President Sandefer began to interrogate him con- 
cerning his age, the number of high-school credits he had, 
whether he used tobacco in any form, touched liquor or 
beer, and what his objective was in attending college. 
He answered all these questions satisfactorily, and the 
president then inquired concerning his religious affilia- 
tions—whether he attended Sunday school and church 
and whether he would conform to all of the standards of 
the school. Young George replied, "I am a Methodist; 
I know something of your standards and I will endeavor 
to meet them in every detail.'' 

President Sandefer smilingly rejoined: "I will not 
hold that against you. My mother was once a Method- 
ist. I was converted in a Methodist "Camp Meeting" 
and I graduated, first of all, from a Methodist college." 
George said, ''President Sandefer, I am very ambitious. 
I should like to be a lawyer and—maybe go to Congress, 
some day." 

President Sandefer asked him to stand up and look- 
ing him over, said: "You and I are about the same height 
and if you will throw your shoulders back and not be- 
come stooped, your physique will enable you to become 
an outstanding personality and you should become a 
real leader of men." The president advised him further: 
"If you will follow my counsel, I will help put you in 
Congress within fifteen years and you will be our first 
graduate to achieve this high distinction." 

This was a real challenge to the ambitious young 
man and he said: "Give me your instructions, in detail, 
and I will carry them out to the best of my ability." 
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President Sandefer replied: "Make high grades; 
attend chapel exercises regularly (when not excused); 
attend Sunday school and church; become the leading 
debater of the college; take part in all the religious 
activities on the campus; get acquainted with all the 
students; speak to them by name; when you have finished 
here, take a law degree at the University of Texas, and 
make a fine record there. When you have finished your 
law work, come back home and run for county attorney; 
make an early and fearless stand for prohibition and by 
that time the state will be redistricted and I will help 
you write your platform and you will make Federal 
Congress, as I have indicated the possibility.'' 

Mr. Mahon took the advice, so generously offered, 
and made good in every instance—and toward the close 
of his term as county attorney, a new judicial district 
was created in that part of the state. 

Judge Walter R. Ely, of Abilene, from whom George 
had borrowed some money, noticed in the paper that a 
new district had been created and he called President 
Sandefer for a conference. President Sandefer invited 
him out and met him in his office. Judge told the 
president about the new district that had been created 
and said: "If you will call Governor Dan Moody and 
ask him to appoint George Mahon District Attorney in 
this new district, I will pay for the call." 

"I will call him and pay for the call myself," re- 
sponded the president. The call was duly put in and in 
three or four minutes the Governor answered the tele- 
phone and after the usual salutation, President Sandefer 
said: "Governor Moody, I want to ask a favor of you. 
I want you to appoint George Mahon of Colorado City, 
Texas, District Attorney of the new district that has just 
been created there.'' 
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Governor Moody said: "Prexy, I have about decided 
to appoint another candidate, from out west of you, who 
is older and more experienced, for that responsible 
place. I am afraid Mr. Mahon is too young. There 
are a lot of good criminal lawyers out in that section 
and they will literally eat the 'mane* off a kid as young 
as Mr. Mahon." 

With a courage and quip, characteristic of him, 
President Sandefer replied: "Governor, he is about the 
age you were when you were appointed District Attorney 
of Williamson County and you made good and you take 
my word for it, he has as much sense as you had at that 
time." 

Governor Moody laughed and said, "I will think 
about it." 

The afternoon papers carried the news of Mr. 
Mahon's appointment. 

Mr. Mahon made a splendid District Attorney and 
when the state was redistricted for Congress, Mr. Mahon 
wrote to President Sandefer and told him that he was 
going to run for Congress. 

President Sandefer was very happy over the news 
and he immediately answered, and asked Mr. Mahon to 
come to see him. Mr. Mahon drove to Abilene for 
the conference and talked over his platform with the 
man who had started him on the path to success several 
years before. 

President Sandefer says: "I had but one suggestion 
to add to what he had worked out for his platform and 
that was to take a certain stand, which he would have 
done any way, on the liquor question." 
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Mr. Mahon made the race and ran nearly ten thou- 
sand votes ahead of his nearest opponent, and in the 
run-off, won by a near twenty thousand majority. Mr. 
Mahon was elected to Congress fourteen years after he 
had entered Simmons College, now Hardin-Simmons 
University. The Simmons "family" both here and in 
his district gave Mr. Mahon unstinted support, and their 
support was greatly appreciated by this able alumnus. 
Mr. Mahon has made good in Congress in a great way 
and he will be heard from in the future. 

President Sandefer lovingly says: "Most of the pay 
that a school professor or college president gets for his 
services to the world is the joy of seeing his students 
make good in life's battles." 

In a letter written on the thirteenth day of August, 
1938, Mr. Mahon expresses in a few simple words his 
estimate of his friend and adviser. 

President Sandefer has meant everything to me, per- 
sonally and politically. I do not think it would be possible 
to exaggerate the influence that President Sandefer has had 
upon the lives of the young and old of West Texas for the past 
quarter century. He is an institution in himself. He has 
stood for honesty, high mindedness—everything, in fact, that 
is worth while. A lot of other people have stood for these 
things, but they have not been able to make such a strong 
impression upon our people through channels of education and 
example. A lot of things have no doubt contributed to his 
success as an educator and administrator. President Sande- 
fer is a natural leader of men and movements. I think he 
could have led just as successfully in other fields as he has led 
in the field of education. 

We have the following word of praise from Dan 
Moody, former Governor of Texas. 

I appraise Dr. Sandefer as an ideal leader in Christian 
education. He has been more than a teacher; he has trained 
young men and women how to live, and live right. 



318 Jefferson Davis Sandefer 

Another West Texas country boy with whom the 
president delights to visit on the twenty-seventh floor of 
Rockefeller Center, New York, is Eugene Holman. 

This boy entered Simmons College some twenty 
years ago and was subjected to a series of questions such 
as those asked of Mr. Mahon. He was a tall, handsome 
lad and had all the earmarks of one who might unfold 
into a strong personality. He was always optimistic, 
wore a smile, and spoke to everyone he chanced to pass. 
He enthusiastically finished the courses required by the 
college and graduated with a good record. 

Leaving Simmons College, he matriculated at the 
University of Texas where he received a Master of Arts 
Degree. His next interest was the possibility of com- 
pensated employment; so he contacted the Texas Com- 
pany concerning a job. Mr. Holman had studied geology 
with Dr. Olsen while in Simmons College, and that course 
was the determinant of his career. When he appeared 
before the manager of the Texas interests, the manager 
said, "What can you do?" 

Eugene answered, "I do not know, try me." 

He obtained a job, which was with the Texas Com- 
pany Foreign Service, made good, and is now president 
of an eighty-eight-million-dollar corporation and is really 
one of the great business men in the oil industry of the 
nation. 

Mr. Holman's Company is the Creole Petroleum 
Corporation of New Jersey. They produce their oil in 
South America, and Mr. Holman spends about half the 
year in that country and the remainder here. He usually 
goes back and forth by plane. He visits oil centers 
throughout the western hemisphere and has made trips 
to Africa and Asia. 
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On one of his visits with Mr. Holman in New York, 
President Sandefer asked, "Eugene, to what do you 
attribute your success?" He modestly answered, "I do 
not feel that I am a success." 

President Sandefer continued, "Why should you be 
in your position, and all your classmates, who went into 
the field of business at the same time, be so far below 
you in rank and salary?" 

Mr. Holman said apologetically: "Prexy, I always 
did more for my employer than I was expected to do. 
I always maintained a cheerful and optimistic spirit and 
never sounded a low note. I learned early to read 
everything I could find on my employer's business and 
tried to know all of the details about his interests, and 
an employer appreciates that attitude on the part of an 
employee. I always deal perfectly square and out in the 
open with all of my superiors, and after all, I am not 
entitled to any especial credit for what little success has 
come to me—I have done only what every other employee 
should do." 

The president secured Mr. Holman's permission to 
mention these points of success in a chapel talk. He 
did, and placed such emphasis upon them as each in 
his judgment merited. 

Of the thousands of students who have been privi- 
leged to pass the way of Hardin-Simmons University and 
touch the unique personality of President Sandefer, and 
"Whose personality," in the words of Dean E. V. White, 
"gave me an inspiration that I still carry and cherish," 
there are hundreds who have made a great success and 
have remained true to those Christian ideals, learned at 
home and nourished at Hardin-Simmons University. 
There are those who have attained honors in the field of 
science and other fields, whose life stories could not but 
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be an inspiration to the thousands who might read of 
them, but space forbids that they be mentioned here. 

"It is a real joyous asset for me when I go to other 
states and parts of the world and find my students, 
carrying large responsibilities and making good," asserts 
President Sandefer. 

It might be fitting, however, to mention one other 
personality here, and that is a Japanese boy by the name 
of Paul Watanabe, whose parents were natives of Japan, 
and were pagan. He found his way to the United States 
and did some study in Baylor University at Waco, Texas. 
Later he transferred to Hardin-Simmons University and 
took his Bachelor of Arts degree from this institution 
in the summer of 1919. 

Paul's parents were murdered in Japan, and he was 
thrown by the murderers through a window and his left 
leg was broken. It was very noticeable after he became 
grown. 

He lectured much of the time while he was a student 
at Hardin-Simmons University and rendered a very fine 
service to the life of the school. 

When Paul finished Hardin-Simmons University he 
went to California and for several years was pastor of a 
Baptist church there. He visited Japan and did mis- 
sionary work there and while there was elected super- 
intendent of the only Christian Japanese hospital in the 
world. At the same time he was elected to this position, 
his expenses were offered him to visit several countries 
and study the problem of dealing with orphans first- 
hand. He frequently sends a check to the president in 
proof of his love and devotion to the school. 

President Sandefer says, "I have not heard from him 
recently and I do not know exactly what service he is 
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engaged in. I do know, however, that whether he is 
pastoring a church of his own nationality or directing a 
Japanese Orphans' Home, he is doing his best to make 
good in God's kingdom; and our best is all that any of us 
can put into life's responsibilities." 

Chapel exercises have been conducted at least five 
days a week during President Sandefer's connection with 
the school. All students and faculty members have been 
requested to attend. It has been at these exercises 
that the president has brought his greatest messages to 
his students, and has tried to direct their lives. 

One of his favorite talks is on the biblical text, 
"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches." 
Probably none of these talks has been preserved verba- 
tim, but they would probably read this way: 

Young ladies and gentlemen, I feel that I would be dere- 
lict in my administrative duties if I did not bring you a ten or 
fifteen-minute talk each year on this favorite verse of mine. 

If you young people could catch the full significance and 
import of this thought, there is not one of you worth putting 
through college who would not safeguard daily your good 
name. When you enter college, your name carries little 
weight. In fact, you have your surname inherited from your 
parents; and your Christian name is the appellation by which 
you are to be known from other personalities, and this is 
usually applied to you because of the choice of one or both 
parents. You are known to your student friends by this 
Christian name, usually, and your name appears on the regis- 
trar's books and it has, I repeat, very little significance when 
it is first written there. 

It at first has no content. The content as you go through 
college, or as you go through life, is almost wholly what you 
make it. When a friend comes to the president or members 
of the official staff—when you are approaching graduation— 
in search of a qualified man or woman to fill a position in some 
profession or calling, that one uniformly goes to the regis- 
trar's office and sees what appears there opposite your name. 
If there are demerits for class cutting, chapel cutting, or for 
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misconduct that has subjected you to faculty discipline; or 
should there be anything reflecting upon your interest in 
religious work while in the institution, you are surely passed 
by the searcher for qualified men or women for the respective 
place, and he asks for another name to be presented. When he 
finds one where both the scholarship and the deportment are 
satisfactory, he is always given preference. 

This is the way it should be. If students are not obe- 
dient to the laws of the institution, and are not responsive to 
the suggestions of the administrative and faculty members, 
there is but one conclusion that one can fairly draw, and that 
is that you would not fit into a religious, moral, social, or a 
literary environment elsewhere, to which you have not been 
responsive while a student in college. To use a little slang 
therefore, "It is up to you" to build your content about your 
name, that will pass muster when you pass from the college 
walls and begin your career as a young man or young woman, 
better prepared and more generously clothed with the re- 
sponsibility of taking your place in the social order on the high 
level of state, national, and world citizenship. 

For example: when Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes 
entered Brown University, he entered on the same level with 
all other freshmen. The records show that he made a high 
scholastic rating. He was obedient to the regulations of the 
institution. He took care of his religious obligations and 
endeared himself to the faculty because of his gentility and 
his courtly bearing in his relationship to the administration, 
the teachers, and his fellow students. He took part in the 
social and literary activities in a way for which he was gene- 
rously commended. His studentship bespoke for what he 
later became as one of the great lawyers of our nation, governor 
of New York, and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and 
he missed the presidency of the United States by the electoral 
votes of California, because of the unguarded remarks of 
another public citizen. A few years ago, on a trip abroad, I 
had the pleasure of personal fellowship with him. I had the 
pleasure of realizing first-hand his superb ability and world 
grasp of public affairs as I never had before with any other 
world citizen. 

There was a freshman in this institution once who was 
about a "B" average, but was socialized to an unusual degree 
for a college man. He related himself to the faculty and in- 
stitution in a commendable way, and the very day he gradu- 
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ated he was offered a splendid position to enter the business 
world. He made himself popular with his employers; he was 
always affable and pleasant in his associations and uniformly 
did more than he was expected to do for his employees. 

After a few years he was permitted by his employers to 
carry on some business connections of his own while holding 
his position with them. Two or three friends asked him to 
join them in a business enterprise and through some unfore- 
seen problems that arose the enterprise failed. The other 
associates with him in the enterprise took the bankrupt route, 
but he, although he was barely above his majority, by extraor- 
dinary economy and sacrifice paid his part of the group's 
obligation out of his salary. 

Later a friend, who had become attracted to him be- 
cause of his elements of leadership and integrity, approached 
him on the subject of selling him property for ten thousand 
dollars that clearly had a large profit for one who could handle 
it and live in that section. This friend was leaving for another 
section. He approached him concerning the property trans- 
action, and the youngster, efficient in evaluating properties 
of this kind, saw generous profit in the investment. 

He told the friend that he would like to accept the offer 
but that he did not have ten thousand dollars. The friend 
asked him why he did not go to his banker and submit the 
proposition and ask him if he would not let him have the 
necessary funds. 

The boy went to his banker and told him of the prop- 
osition. The banker said, "There is fine profit in that deal; 
why don't you take it?" 

The boy answered, "I do not have the money." 

"I will let you have it," responded the banker. 

"I do not have any one to sign my note except my father, 
and I would not ask him to sign it," said the boy. 

"Any boy of your age, who will refuse to take the bank- 
rupt act as you did can borrow ten thousand dollars on your 
own name," said the banker. 

The banker filled out the note; the boy signed it; and in 
sixty days he had disposed of the property with a profit as 
large as what he had paid for it. This gave him a working 
capital of ten thousand dollars. 
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For many years this able alumnus has multiplied his 
investments, and he is regarded as one of the outstanding 
business men of the West. He has been honored with the 
highest office by the leaders in an organization to which he 
belongs and has represented their interests many times in 
Austin and Washington. 

Young ladies and gentlemen, this institution cannot do 
for you what you must do for yourself. You make your 
name something or nothing. Your entire future is tied up 
largely in the four years of your achievements in the fields 
mentioned, all of which go into this content that gives you 
leadership and recognition that will make it easy for you to 
secure the best position open to young college men and women. 
If you will safeguard your good name, it will make you a leader 
©f men and women in whatsoever field you will invest your 
talent, and your service will be fundamental for truth and 
righteousness, and your devotion will be to the founder and 
author of Christian education. 

Young ladies and gentlemen, there is a scripture that has 
meant much to me in overcoming difficulties; you will find it 
in the seventeenth verse of the second chapter of the book of 
Revelation.    It reads: 

"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a 
new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that re- 
ceiveth it." 

The late Dean Brown of Yale University used it in a 
lecture a few years ago, very effectively. Dr. Brown says: 
"The new name written on that white stone is legible only 
to you, and it denotes your hidden abilities for something 
higher. Each of you, from time to time, feels an urge and 
impulse, that you must give expression to and execute, if you 
are to grow and abound in those things that are above me- 
diocrity." 

This inner urge and design to overcome typifies a quality 
of the mind that is not characteristic of all; it is characteristic, 
however, of any human who becomes a leader in any field. 

I am wondering if you ever saw an uncut diamond; I 
never did until a few years ago while on a visit to Amsterdam, 
Holland. I did not know until I made this visit that the 
greatest diamond center in the world is Amsterdam. The 
diamonds, in the rough, are mined in South Africa and brought 
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to Amsterdam to be polished and placed on the market to be 
purchased by those who have the wherewithal. There is a 
hidden beauty in the unpolished diamond that when the 
Hollanders, who are the greatest experts in the world in this 
field, have finished, makes the diamond to flash and burn like 
a hot coal on an altar. 

God sees the diamond in the rough. God sees you in the 
rough, and He sees your possibilities. He has provided re- 
sources and means for everyone of us if we will make the 
sacrifices and put forth the effort to be that which He intended 
us to be when we were born into the world. 

The late Dwight L. Moody used to say that no man had 
ever lived who had given himself so completely to God, that 
God could have a chance to make of him a personality com- 
mensurate with his possibilities. 

The highly trained men and women of today, who have 
outdistanced their fellows, are those who have wrought and 
sacrificed not only while in college, but during the years that 
followed their college days. There has been builded in them 
resilience that they can draw upon in emergencies. 

History usually records Socrates as the best man who 
ever lived in Athens. He possessed but little of this world's 
goods, but he was known for the fiber of his character because 
he hungered and thirsted after righteousness. He was finally 
put to death on a false charge, but his name still lives in his- 
tory as a name resplendent with a character that approaches 
that of Christ Himself. 

The greatest personality that ever had this reach was 
born in poverty, reared in poverty, and never had the ad- 
vantages of higher education. He never saw the great cities 
of the world. He never had the opportunity to touch the 
lives of the world's great personalities. However, there was a 
divine quality through His entire life that made Him first 
citizen of this earth in that God expressed Himself in the 
concrete to the end that those who accepted Him as Saviour 
and I^ord might become children of the King. 

I commend to you that application to your studies that 
you must make, if you become scholars. I commend to you 
the life of the lowly Galilean who passed this way that you 
might have a concrete example of one given wholly to sacri- 
fices and unselfishness to the point of his becoming immor- 
talized in the hearts and lives of men and women throughout 
the earth. 


