6. Simmons University

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.—MATTHEW 16:25.
Those who live only for themselves live little lives, but
those who stand ready to give themselves for the advancement of things greater than themselves find a larger life than
the one they would have surrendered.—WILLIAM JENNINGS
BRYAN

Simmons University, first university of West Texas,
began its history with property in grounds, buildings,
laboratories, library, and other equipment valued at
about eight hundred thousand dollars, income from half
a million dollar endowment, more than a thousand students and many thousands of graduates, ex-students
and friends at home and abroad—inherited from Simmons College.
During the summer, following the changing of the
school's name, President Sandefer was busily engaged
delivering speeches in various sections of the state on
current issues, and popularizing himself and the institution. At that time Simmons University had no library
building. The Simmons College students had used a
large room on the second floor of the Science Hall for
library purposes. True, this was quite a large space and
fairly adequate when the school was small, but it was
impossible for it to care for the larger needs of a university.
173
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Consequently, the president took it upon himself
personally to raise funds to modernize old Anna Hall
and make possible a temporary library. Most of the
donations were raised in Wichita Falls, Texas. Anna
Hall, now Hardin-Simmons University Library, is a nice
two story fireproof structure, remodeled to correspond
with the other buildings on the campus. It is a lovely
building, almost completely covered with ivy, and very
inviting, however Hardin-Simmons University is fast
outgrowing it and it is not commensurate with the
needs at the present time. It might be well to add here
that the president is most desirous of a new library
building, and is quietly thinking of a possible solution
to the problem at the time of this writing.
While in Wichita Falls President Sandefer also
secured donations to pay for the pavement in front
of the president's home. This took care of the complete cost of the pavement other than the donation made
by the construction people themselves.
On September the twelfth, 1925, Simmons University began her first fall semester, her thirty-fourth
opening, and President Sandefer stated that the enrollment was larger than ever before and that the capacity
would be taxed to accommodate the large number.
The president was on the ■ 'field" continuously trying to further the idea that right makes might, in all
instances. At the same time that he was making temperance and religious speeches for the furtherance of
right in Texas and in the South, he was also molding
people's sentiment around Simmons University. Often
when he would make these speeches friends would gather
around him and slip money in his pockets and ask him
to use it for the promotion of Simmons University.
Mothers would bring their babies and ask him to lay
his hand on their heads and bless them and would ex-
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press to him the wish that he would live to a ripe old
age, so that these babies might become adults and finish
Simmons University and let him sign his name to their
diplomas.
In these prosperous years, President Sandefer secured
in the form of notes some one hundred forty thousand
dollars, to be paid on or before the death of their makers.
These pledges ranged from twenty-five dollars to ten
thousand dollars. Shortly following the securing of
these pledges, the depression was on, and little effort
has been made to collect them. The president feels
that it is best not to try to collect them, until those who
made them find themselves on a more secure financial
basis than most of the makers feel, as yet. Nearly
twenty thousand dollars have been collected in the past
two years. This money was given, primarily, as a supplement to the university endowment; however, the
trustees are under no obligation to use it wholly for
endowment purposes. The president always had these
friends understand how important endowment was for
an institution of this type, yet they uniformly left it to
him, or to the board to determine how any funds from
these sources might be applied.
Along with this tremendous responsibility outside
of the school the president had to keep his finger on the
pulse of the activities within the school. The ministerial students, for example, had always held membership
in the Ministerial Council, which held weekly night
meetings during the various school terms. Since Simmons University is a Baptist school and has given free
tuition to ministers, it has always had a large number of
ministerial students who became automatically members
of the Ministerial Council. President Sandefer had
made it a policy to bring religious talks to the members
at different times throughout the year. We have the
following notation from the Simmons Brand:
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"President Sandefer believes in Simmons University
with all his soul," said a ministerial student after hearing
President Sandefer's talk to the Ministerial Council last
Friday evening.

Another ministerial student said,
"The most interesting thing about President Sandefer's
talk was his telling of how God used Dr. Lee Scarborough in
bringing our 'Prexy' to our college." He continued by saying,
"Prexy just encouraged and helped us more than he can ever
know by telling us of the many hardships that he had to
pass through during his first years at Simmons."

There is a very sweet and interesting letter in the
archives of Hardin-Simmons University, written to
President Sandefer, on October the twenty-third, 1925,
and mailed from New York City. It reads:
Your University Pictorial Bulletin is most beautiful.
The university colors, purple and gold, terminating the card
are as fine as possible. You have a right to be thankful to
God for your many and great successes. This last adds much
to your endeavors. The whole front cover is beautiful and
especially the Simmons University Seal with the Holy Bible.
Thank God for that, the only book never off the press. May
God by His word, and the use He will prompt Simmons
University to make of it, guide the course of its endeavors
for the glory of His name and cause throughout the whole
earth until the last trumpet shall sound, and all shall appear
before the throne of God.
R. S. SIMMONS

In March of the following year, Colonel C. W.
Merchant passed away and the school chapel hour was
given over to a memorial service in honor of him.
After I came to Simmons, declared President Sandefer,
Colonel Merchant was on my board for a number of years.
He made the second largest gifts to Abilene Hall and MaryFrances Hall (previously mentioned).
I was out to see Colonel Merchant just a few days ago.
In speaking of his condition he declared he was ready to go

■■«••

Simmons University

177

and wanted to go. A great man has gone—the last of the
really great pioneer cowmen of the Southwest.
He was always an outstanding leader and citizen in
his community. He laid off the city of Abilene—named it,
securing the name from Abilene, Kansas, where he often drove
cattle to market. He was a noble Christian gentleman an outstanding business man, and a great friend to the entire West.

During the summer, the president kept busy trying
to get money to provide more buildings, better equipment, and more endowment for the school. These
problems, he met and has always met, with the same
courage and determination that he has had in meeting
the personal problems of life.
He has always lined up against the forces of evil,
at home, in the state, and in the nation as a whole.
He has never shirked responsibility nor has he lacked the
courage to wage a fight, and wage it fervently, when he
knew that he was in the right. In September, a mass
meeting was called for law enforcement and the following
statement was made by President Sandefer:
We should band ourselves together, as good citizens, to
the end that an atmosphere may be created in Abilene that
will make it hard for young men and women given into our
care as college and school students to make mistakes and
get in trouble. If we expect the mothers and fathers of
Texas to send their sons and daughters to us for instruction
and proper care, we must prove to them that we are determined to make our city perfectly safe for them.

To the graduates of June, 1927, President Sandefer
advised:
The trouble with the world is not that it does not know,
but that it does not do the things it knows how to do. You
are going out into the world where successes and failures
were never so plentiful. May you never slack up and may
you never neglect the little things of life. There are at
least three types of citizens in our social order. They are,
namely, those who lead, those who follow, and that group
usually denominated the independents.
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At the beginning of that summer, when the university was crowded for space, and chapel accommodations were not half commensurate with the congestion,
President Sandefer asked the board at a call meeting,
on June the third, for help in attempting to build a
temporary chapel and cafeteria.
He explained to them that if they could build a
chapel hall, it would release the old chapel space in
Abilene Hall and that could be made into lecture rooms;
and if they could erect a cafeteria building, that would
release the dining hall space in Mary-Frances Hall, and
that could be remodeled into living quarters for more
girls.
The general feeling of the board was that they could
not undertake so large a project at that time. Mr.
George L. Paxton, chairman of the board, and one of
the most loyal friends the university ever had, said,
"Mr. President, we cannot undertake it, and you must
not do it yourself."
President Sandefer replied, "The Lord and I will
undertake it and relieve the board of any financial responsibility/'
The president was soon busy with his new enterprise. He secured an architect and had the plans drawn
for the buildings. He began communicating with friends
from near and far, and collecting money, wheresoever he
could find it. Soon he let the contracts and the two
buildings were under way in a short while. The buildings were completed during the summer and were ready
for the fall semester.
Many of the pledges that had been promised were
not due until fall and some were not due until some
time later. The contractors had to be paid in order to
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pay their workmen their weekly wages. President Sandefer went to the Citizens National Bank and borrowed
ten thousand dollars on his personal note to meet this
emergency.
President Sandefer says: "I do not remember asking
but two or three of the trustees individually for a donation. Several of them volunteered donations ranging
from one hundred dollars to two thousand dollars. Mr.
C. W. Clark gave the two thousand dollars. Mr. W. J.
Behrens, present chairman of the board, was the next
largest contributor."
After collecting all the money possible from every
conceivable source and after borrowing the ten thousand
dollars, funds were still not sufficient to make the payroll. There was still a shortage of some two thousand
dollars and the contractor told the president that he
must have it by three o'clock on the afternoon of a
certain day.
Recalling further the trials to which he was subjected, President Sandefer adds: "I recall that I was
some two thousand dollars short to meet the pay-roll,
due at three o'clock the next day. I did not sleep much
that night. I remembered that Mrs. Sandefer was in
Tennessee. I had written many letters to friends and
had made the most effective appeal I could.
"I walked the floor many hours and prayed fervently. Eventually I called Mr. C. W. Clark and
asked him to come out to see me. He had already
given me a thousand dollar donation and I did not ask
him for more, but I asked him to borrow a thousand
dollars and told him I would give him my personal note
and that I would take it up in the fall, either from donations or personally.
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"I will never forget his reaction. He said: 'Mr.
President, your note is worth any amount you will sign
your tiame to. However, I am not going to increase
your burden by letting you give me a note/ He took out
his check book and wrote me a check for a thousand
dollars and said, 'I have gotten more pleasure out of this
gift than any I ever made.' It was also one of the
happiest moments in my life."
After Mr. Clark had returned to his office the
president decided he would walk down to his daughter's
(Mrs. E. T. Compere) home and tell her about his good
luck. On his way, he passed the home of Mr. and
Mrs. E. N. McClusky, who were living in Abilene at
that time. He saw them sitting out on the lawn under
an oak tree and he called a word of greeting to them.
Mr. McClusky asked, "How are you getting along
with your buildings, Prexy?"
President Sandefer answered: "All right, except I
am greatly in need of a thousand dollars to meet my
pay-roll this afternoon/'
He explained to them the situation and told them
that he had done his best and he was confident that
he would get the necessary money by the required
time—but he had no idea where it was coming from.
Mr. McClusky asked, "How do you know you are
going to get the money?"
President Sandefer laughed and jokingly said, "I
cannot explain that to a Methodist. It takes more faith
in God and one's friends than most Methodists and
Baptists know anything about."
Mr. McClusky answered, "You certainly do have a
lot of faith, Prexy." He looked toward his wife and
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calling her by name said, "Go in the house and write
Prexy a check for a thousand dollars."
The president thanked them gratefully and returned to his study to thank him who had made everything possible. Later he called Mrs. Compere over the
telephone and conveyed to her his good fortune.
During the months following the completion of these
buildings, more than enough money came in from donations to take care of the president's note at the bank and
of all incidental expenses. All of this money was put
into the current fund to pay salaries and meet other
expenses.
President Sandefer says: "I was perfectly confident
through this and all other crucial periods of this institution that things would turn out as they did."
The Cowboy Corral which is used principally for
basketball and other indoor activities was sponsored by
the Senior Class of 1926; it cost approximately eight
thousand dollars, and the class was never able to secure
enough funds to liquidate the indebtedness. Some few
gifts were secured from other sources, and Judge Caldwell
finally assumed the larger part of the indebtedness that
had not been liquidated.
President Sandefer has many times been referred to as
"A dreamer at heart." In December of 1927, one of
these dreams came true. The president had been dreaming and scheming for eighteen long, and sometimes
weary, years to attain recognition for his school. As we
know, Simmons University became a member of the
Texas Association of Colleges during his second year of
connection with the school and it took sixteen more
years to get it accepted as a member of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. This
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was indeed a great achievement for the president and his
loyal staff of teachers.
When the notice of the acceptance was sent to
Rupert N. Richardson, vice-president, and wired to the
local paper, President Sandefer was attending the official
meeting of the organization at Jacksonville, Florida.
To a local reporter Dr. Richardson commented as
follows:
We consider the gaining of membership in this association one of the greatest achievements that Simmons has
made in recent years. Only schools which maintain high
standards in all branches of activity are allowed membership
in the organization.
Credits from institutions affiliated with the association
are recognized throughout the United States, since the standards of the association are considered equal with those of
any of the nation's schools.

On January the thirty-first, 1928, President Sandefer
announced that Simmons had been accepted by the
American Association of Colleges at their Atlantic City
meeting. This indeed was an achievement to be much
heralded. Simmons University had been in existence
only thirty-seven years and President Sandefer was
starting only his nineteenth year with the institution.
It had taken years to get in and once in, they must stay
in. President Sandefer's worries were not over; in a
way, they were only beginning. It has really been a
task to measure up to the standards set by these great
organizations. Why? There is only one reason why.
That reason is money. Simmons needed more money
then, and needs more money now to carry on and pay
her teachers salaries commensurate with the standards
set by other older and richer institutions, included in the
membership of these associations. The president was
able to get his school accepted by these accrediting
agencies; he has worked tirelessly to keep it in. All he
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needed then—all he needs today is a friend, or friends,
to put the institution on a sound financial basis, which
will carry it through the future and into that glorious
tomorrow, with never a backward look. Then—and
not until then—will the president be willing to pass
into eternity, and bask in the sunshine of God's eternal
love.
In March, the president and the Board of Trustees
started a movement to liquidate the debt that had
accumulated on the institution. Judge and Mrs. C. M.
Caldwell said they would give ten thousand dollars if
the congregation of the First Baptist Church would give
fifteen thousand dollars. Many contributions came in;
however, most of the donations of any size were given
by other board members. Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Behrens
pledged two thousand dollars; Mr. and Mrs. George L.
Paxton pledged one thousand dollars; Mr. and Mrs.
George S. Anderson pledged one thousand dollars; Mr.
and Mrs. C. W. Clark pledged one thousand dollars;
and President J. D. Sandefer pledged five hundred
dollars. The South Side Baptist Church gave a seven
hundred dollar collection and the alumni and former
students were approached everywhere. The campaign
was carried to Lueders Baptist Encampment Grounds,
"No rock was left unturned'' in this new project, of
trying to free Simmons University of debt.
This was the year for the selection of a man to run
for the presidency of the United States. President
Sandefer was named as a delegate to the Democratic
State Convention to be held at Beaumont. He gave
out the following interview to the press:
I have been out of the state for several days and have
learned since my return of the honor conferred upon me by
my friends participating in the precinct political conventions
last Saturday, wherein I was named as a delegate to the
State Convention.
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I desire to say that no man appreciates his friends more
than I do. For the confidence herein expressed, I desire to
express, from the very deep of my soul, the highest sense of
gratitude of which I am capable. However, I cannot accept
the honor, if it carries with it the understanding that I am
to vote for Governor Smith for the presidency, or for any
other candidate, holding similar views. I have voted and
worked for the Democratic party since my majority. Many
of my friends have said that I have, perhaps, made as many
speeches for the party since my majority as any layman in
the state. To say the least of it, I have never failed to be
on the firing line when issues of a moral character were involved. I regret exceedingly that conditions have come to
pass whereby men of my type are to be deprived of the right
of participating in the conventions, unless they commit themselves to a policy that puts party above patriotism and devotion to the common-weal.
I would not be misunderstood as feeling that I would be
bound by the party pledge, provided I participated in the convention. As I view it, every conscientious citizen, in the last
analysis, is sovereign in the realm of determining his duty
toward his country. Some of the higher courts have so held,
and my conscience is the court of last resort in my case.
I have no desire to enter into discussion with anyone
touching the candidates seeking the nomination on the Democratic ticket. It is enough for me to know that Governor
Smith owes his election to the governorship of his state to
the foreign and liquor vote in New York City. Democrats
in his state holding the views held by most Democrats in the
South have not been his supporters. Again, he has been
reported through the press as having said that the Democratic party is the liquor party of this nation and we might
as well admit it. If this is the sentiment of the Democratic
party, then I must join another party or be known hereafter
as a "Mugwump."
It is inconceivable to me that our executive committee
in Texas should demand that those participating in the convention subscribe to a pledge. This is not required in but
few, if any, of the other states in the Union and certainly not
required of the delegates from Alaska and our Insular possessions. It doesen't take a lawyer to know that a contract, or
agreement, to be binding, must be agreed to by all persons
participating.
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My ancestors, as far back as I have been able to trace
them, have been loyal Democrats. My father was a gallant
and brave Confederate soldier. He named me Jefferson
Davis. However, I cannot retain my Democratic self-respect
and support for the high office of president any man who has
practically nullified our constitution in his own state. To do
so is repugnant to my conception of my duty to my country.
This would cause me to violate my every impulse to serve,
in my humble way, and set an example for the youth of my
country, to which every Christian citizen of my point of view
must give an account as he seeks to serve and try to maintain
those ideals that our forefathers had when they gave so much
that this and subsequent generations might enjoy and pass on
those imperishable political virtues.

Governor Dan Moody was secured for the commencement speaker for the thirty-sixth annual commencement. After the governor returned to Austin,
President Sandefer received a letter from which the
following excerpts are taken:
Your letter of June the ninth enclosing the check for
has been received.
I am returning herewith the check. While I appreciate
very much the liberality of Simmons University and its willingness to send me this check, I do not feel that I can accept it.
If I could do anything for Simmons University the pleasure
would all be mine, and I wish that I had material wealth that
I might give Simmons help of the more substantial part.
I enjoyed the visit very much, and as I said that morning
I feel a personal interest in the success and welfare of Simmons University. I know that it is rendering a splendid service to the young manhood and young womanhood of this
country, and I wish for it years of continued prosperity and
usefulness.
DAN MOODY

After commencement days were past, President
Sandefer again turned his face toward the political
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situation in his state and in the United States. There
were to be two men in the race for the presidency of his
country. One, as has been previously stated, was Alfred
E. Smith, Democrat, and the other was Herbert Hoover,
Republican. President Sandefer knew that he could not
support the former and he loved right and the "game"
too much not to support the latter. He had fought too
long for the prohibition amendment and he was not
going to see it repealed if it was within his power to help
prevent it. A meeting was called in Dallas, of all the
leading Democrats of Texas. They organized themselves
into the anti-Al Smith Democrats of Texas.
At the suggestion of Dr. J. B. Cranfill, of Dallas,
President Sandefer was made the permanent chairman
for the organization and was thereafter referred to as an
anti-Smith or a Hoover Democrat.
Texas was carried for Hoover by ten thousand
majority. It was a glorious day for President Sandefer
and for all his good prohibition friends when Hoover
was elected president of the United States.
During the fall of 1928, the Cowboy Stadium and
fence were built at a cost of approximately twenty
thousand dollars. The office, at the entrance to the
stadium, was built later of beautiful harmonizing granitelike rock, predominantly red in color, which corresponds
beautifully with the other buildings on the campus.
This was promoted by Gilbert B. Sandefer, manager of
athletics, and the rock was furnished by T. J. Woodward,
of Meridian. The money necessary for the building
was given by friends, who joined heartily in its construction. The money for the stadium and fence was raised
by J. D. Sandefer, Jr., of Breckenridge, chairman of
the Athletic Committee, and by other members of that
committee.

Mrs. Samuel Butner Sandefer (Lucretia Leverton)
and son, Jefferson Davis Sandefer
Portland, Oregon
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On January the ninth, 1929, President Sandefer
received the following letter from local friends:
Dear Prexy:
We, your friends, in seeking about for some way or
medium by which we might express to you our love and
appreciation for your life and labors, conceived the idea of
presenting you, your family, and Simmons University a lifesized portrait of yourself, painted by that celebrated artist and
Christian gentleman, Peter Plotkm. And here it is. May
you and yours and they that shall come after us realize, at
least in part, our sincere love for you.
C. W. Clark, G. W. Waldrop, C. C. Cowden, D. D.
Parramore, Bert E. Lowe, Joe Shelton, George S. Anderson,
Cross D. Payton, R. S. Walker, Mrs. C. W. Cowden, C. M.
Caldwell, W. J. Behrens, L. M. Crowley, Bernard Hanks,
Jas. F. Holliday, Guy W. McCarty, George L. Paxton, James
P. Stinson, J. G. Higginbothan, E. N. McCluskey, T. T.
Harris, Mrs. Thomas E. Brownlee, J. C. Burkett, O. D.
Dillingham, Millard A. Jenkens, W. P. Ferguson.

In March, President and Mrs. Sandefer accompanied
The Cowboy Band to Washington to celebrate the inauguration of President Hoover.
Pictures of the band serenading President and Mrs.
Hoover before the White House were carried in papers
throughout this country and abroad. The following
paragraph comes from a letter by J. Walton Moore,
April the eighteenth:
I was surprised, just now, when I picked up a Shanghai
paper and saw your picture. Before reading, I said to Mrs.
Moore, "If that is not President Sandefer, it is his twin,"
and then I read and found that The Cowboy Band was on
hand when Mr. Hoover took his office as president. Very
glad to see you there, for you brought in many votes for Mr.
Hoover from your section of the state.

In May, Dr. J. Frank Norris of Fort Worth suggested
that Dr. J. D. Sandefer be drafted as candidate for
governor.
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President Sandefer was in Wichita Falls at the
time the announcement appeared in the various papers
of the state. The Abilene Reporter News called him by
telephone and secured the following answer from him:
Anent the statement of Dr. J. Frank Norris at Fair
Park Auditorium, Tuesday evening with reference to my
being a candidate for governor at the next general election,
I beg to say that while many of my friends from all sections of
Texas have expressed their hopes that I would permit myself
to become a candidate, I have uniformly said that I am not
a candidate for any office, and that I cannot imagine conditions arising in this state whereby I would feel it my duty
to become a candidate for the office of governor. Frankly,
to use the statement of an illustrious ex-president, "I do not
choose to run."

On July the twenty-seventh, 1929, the following
Associated Press story, taken from the Breckenridge
American, appeared in various newspapers throughout
the country:
Predictions by Dr. J. D. Sandefer, president of Simmons
University, Abilene, made some thirty years ago before numerous country gatherings of Texans, that some day he would
fly to the wedding of his youngest son, came true here Saturday when Dr. Sandefer boarded a plane in Abilene and flew
here to be at the wedding of Gilbert Bryan Sandefer, his youngest son, who was married to Miss Inez Woodward of Roscoe.
The wedding party of the young people, Dr. Sandefer and J. D.
Sandefer, Jr. flew from Abilene in twenty-eight minutes for
the wedding. It was Dr. Sandefer's first ride in an airplane.
Years ago, Dr. Sandefer said, he used to tell his audiences that his great-great-grandfather carried his bride off in
an ox-drawn cart; his great-grandfather carried his bride off
in a wagon; Dr. Sandefer's father borrowed a buggy to transport his bride; Dr. Sandefer himself went after Mrs. Sandefer
on one of the first trains; J. D., Jr., used the automobile, and
in speeches Dr. Sandefer received many "boos" when he predicted that he would fly to his youngest son's wedding.
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On the night of April the seventeenth, 1930, the
Civic Clubs and the Chamber of Commerce joined to
honor President Sandefer's twentieth anniversary connection with Simmons University, which day, incidentally, happens to be known as "Founders Day."
Mayor Thomas E. Hayden said:
Dr. Sandefer is a city builder, he is a school builder, he
is a man with a warm heart and true friendship. It gives me
pleasure to bring greetings from the city of Abilene, the city
which he has honored by making it his home, by building in
it an institution and by sending out from it young men and
women to be the leaders of this empire.
Dr. Sandefer is a builder of character, a builder of men
and women, a man of education, refinement, courage, ability,
industry, independence, justice, truth, unselfishness, patriotism, vision, and has the courage of his convictions.

When the mayor had concluded his speech, Dallas
Scarborough, Simmons' Alumnus, made the following
remarks:
His contribution to the community has been more than
any other man in the community. The difference between
this country today and what it was when the Indians were
here is due to men like this man Sandefer.

Dr. Julius Olsen, Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences of the University, made the following comment:
No one who knows him questions his sincerity and
Christian character. Of all the schools I have been connected
with, Simmons, upholding the ideals of Dr. Sandefer, holds
the highest ideals out to its students.

President Sandefer followed these speakers with a
discussion of the crisis which faces all denominational
schools.
He said, "The standards are being set by the schools
of the East which have millions upon millions of dollars. There
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is only one thing for our local institutions to do and that is
come up to the standards, we must stay up or quit."
The climax of the celebration was when the president
said: "Although I am three score years and more, I dedicate
the rest of my years to Simmons University and to Abilene,
to the schools, to the churches, and to the ideals which were
held high by the founder of our institution."

The Cowboy Band, outstanding and widely traveled musical organization of the university, which had
played for the Hoover Inauguration in the previous year,
was planning a trip abroad. The band has been for
years under the capable management of Gilbert B.
Sandefer, the presidents younger son. He was student
manager while attending the university and has been
graduate manager since graduating in 1927. He has
made the band the most " widely traveled university
band in the world," and they are often referred to as
"the best known band."
When President Sandefer realized that the band was
going to make a three months' European tour, during
which time it would fill concert and theatrical engagements, he and Mrs. Sandefer announced that they would
go along.
On June the fourth, 1930, before they were to sail
on June the twelfth, President Sandefer received the
following letter:
Dear President:
Attached is a check for five hundred dollars. Give two
hundred and fifty dollars of this to the fund that is most urgent
at Simmons University. Use the balance for yourself and
good wife in New York or some other sea-port where the
spending appears rampant.
To my way of believing, a college president, the same
as anyone else, is entitled to a few material side-lines as he
mingles with this cold-blooded world.
Sincerely,
BERNARD HANKS
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Friends of this type are scarce. Such friendships
have kept the president young in spirit, and with that
faith usually attributed to youth.
The band and touring party, consisting of approximately one hundred fifty people, took a special train
out of Dallas and arrived in New York on the tenth of
June. The band played three engagements at the
Hippodrome Theater on the night of the eleventh of
June, after they and the president had "rubbed elbows*'
with Thomas A. Edison at a Luncheon Club in East
Orange, New Jersey, that day.
On June the twelfth, the band and party sailed
aboard the Leviathan for their tour abroad.
While abroad the president and his wife toured
nine foreign countries and visited extensively the places
in which they were most interested. One of the high
peaks of their trip was attending the Passion Play which
was presented in that year, in all of its glory and beauty,
at Oberammergau, Germany.
The president has the following to say concerning
the trip: "I have never been in a country where I did
not visit the capital and seek to meet the leaders of
thought in every field and get the close-up view of everything informational and cultural for one in search of
culture on the highest level.
"I did this often while members of my party would
be idling time away looking through show windows endeavoring to pick up some non-consequential antique,
that was perhaps not an antique at all.
"I have visited the English Parliament, German
Reichstag, Austrian Parliament, Italian Parliament,
French, Scotch, and Swiss Parliaments and law-making
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bodies; Belgian centers of interest; the Dutch legal
centers and palaces, and many other European nations
about which I have studied and taught as a district
professor in my earlier college career.
"I do not hesitate to say that it is by travel and by
first-hand study and contacts with great personalities
that largest culture and equipment for service are made
possible. My contacts and fellowship with leading
educators of this and other countries have created in
me a desire and an ambition that could not but enrich
my small life for a service not otherwise possible."
While President and Mrs. Sandefer were touring
Europe, Mrs. A. C. Pope, whose husband was the third
president of Simmons University, passed away and left
the university most of her property, which was valued
at sixty thousand dollars. The bodies of Mr. and Mrs.
Pope rest in the ''Triangle'' on the campus, along with
those of Dr. and Mrs. James B. Simmons and their son,
Robert S. Simmons. The president's home was named
"Pope Home," honoring these pioneers and builders of
the school.
There were many notables aboard the Leviathan,
both on the trip across and on the return. The band
played several concerts on board, both on deck and in
the grand saloon. These were attended by most of the
traveling personnel. The president was delighted to
meet and form the friendship of such personalities as
Charles E. Hughes, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court;
Mr. Will Hays, Censor for Hollywood pictures; and
General John J. Pershing and his sister, Miss Mae
Pershing.
Mr. Hughes was gracious enough to have himself
photographed with the band and the president. After
his return home, President Sandefer wrote Mr. Hughes
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and on April the fifteenth, 1931, he received the following letter in answer:
It is a pleasure to receive your letter. You have marked
me up one year, as I was sixty-nine, not seventy. I shall
always remember our delightful trip together last summer,
and I trust that I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you
again.
CHARLES E. HUGHES

The band and party returned home from Europe in
August. In November, the president went to the annual
meeting of the Association of Schools and Colleges of
the Southern States, which met in Atlanta.
In January, the year following, the president received a fifty thousand, one hundred and seventy dollar
gift from various friends throughout the area, for the
university.
During the remainder of the year the president
stayed on the "field'' almost all the time trying to further
the cause of the university. He was the principal speaker for the Baptist Association at Stamford, Texas;
he spoke at the Institute of the Panhandle Teachers'
Association at Wellington, Texas; he addressed the Rotary Club, and spoke at the First Baptist Church at
Ballinger, Texas; and on September the first he spoke at
the Runnels County Baptist Association.
When the university opened in September there was
a good enrollment, despite the depression that was
gripping the country. Some parents still believed in
putting their children in a school such as Simmons University where they would be personally supervised.
The following letter received by the president is typical
of many letters received:
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Dear Dr. Sandefer:
I greatly enjoyed my little visit in Abilene and Simmons
and in your home. I came away feeling glad that I had taken
my boy out there, and that there is such a school in Texas
where I can place him and feel safe about the influence that
will be brought to bear upon him. He is a good boy, with
some faults like other boys, but I think he has the makings
of a man, and I feel sure that the Christian atmosphere of
Simmons University will do much toward developing his
religious life.
I shall appreciate everything you do for him, and I
assure you that you shall have my sincerest co-operation in
what you do. If, at any time, you need any special co-operation from me, you have only to let me know.
Cordially yours,
H. R. CARROLL

In January, the following article, under the heading
of "Our Distinguished Visitor/' was printed in the
Dalhart Church Bulletin:
We are very glad to have with us today Dr. J. D. Sandefer, beloved president of Simmons University, Abilene, Texas.
He will be gladly heard in the pulpit today by our people, as
Simmons is popular in Dalhart. We believe in her loyalty
to the Bible and to the Baptist position on matters of faith
and practice in religion. We believe in her great faculty of
consecrated, orthodox Christian men and women of scholarly
attainments. We believe in Dr. Sandefer as one of the great
college executives of this generation. His service to Simmons
has been most wonderful in its effect, both on the university
and on Christian education generally. We rejoice in the
privilege of having Dr. Sandefer speak to us today. Young
people, contemplating a college course, should see Dr. Sandefer while he is here and have him explain the advantages to be
had at Simmons University. We could wish our high school
graduates no better things in life than a diploma from so fine
a university as Simmons.

The year 1932 was spent in almost the same way as
the previous year, with the president filling the pulpits
of such churches as the Colorado Baptist Church, Merkel
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Baptist Church, and speaking at the dedicatory services for
the newly completed two hundred fifty thousand dollar
First Baptist Church plant of El Paso. The president
spoke on "Christian Education in the West During the
Last Fifty Years/'
However, March the fourteenth found the president
at home for his sixty-fourth birthday. The faculty and
members of the Board of Trustees paid an informal
visit to his home in the evening and presented him with
lovely miscellaneous gifts, as tokens of love and devotion.
August the twenty-second, at ten-sixteen in the
morning, Dr. O. H. Cooper, who had been associated
with Simmons University for many years, passed away.
Funeral services were conducted from the First Baptist
Church and several distinguished men spoke at the
services. President Sandefer's words of praise were an
eloquent tribute to the man whom he had idolized from
boyhood and whose friendship he had enjoyed for a
number of years. A memorial service was conducted in
the university chapel and we have the following brief
lines taken from President Sandefer's tribute.
Dr. Cooper was the last of the old school of classical
scholars. He, more than any other one man in Texas, laid
the foundation for our public school system, and he was the
most potent factor in founding the University of Texas. As
the second state superintendent of schools in Texas, and as
president of Baylor University and of Simmons University,
he put his stamp upon both public and higher education,
both state-supported and denominational education, as no
other man who has wrought in these fields.
He was president of Simmons for seven years and has
been a member of its faculty, as head of the department of
education, for twenty years. I have never been associated
with a greater scholar, a more perfect Southern gentleman,
and Christian citizen during my forty years as a school administrator in Texas. His passing will be a great loss, not
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only to Simmons, but to all of the causes that he has helped
to foster and support during his distinguished and eventful
career. He was a scholar and author, an administrator and
teacher, seldom equalled anywhere and in any period of our
history.17

The passing of this great scholar and teacher left a
vacancy in the faculty personnel that was hard to fill.
On September the seventh, preceding the opening
of the fall semester, President Sandefer noticed that
Dr. Bradford Knapp had been chosen president of
Texas Technological College, at Lubbock, Texas. He
immediately wrote him a note of welcome to Texas,
especially to the western part of the state. Dr. Knapp's
reply is given below:
My dear President Sandefer:
It was very kind and gracious of you to write me under
date of September the seventh, extending a welcome to Texas.
I envy you your long experience in this section of the state.
I am sure yours has been a very wonderful service. Somehow it has been my lot, during most of my life, to live in new
sections of our country, or to be engaged in new enterprises.
This great section of Texas is so wonderfully attractive that
I could not refuse to come.
It will be a great pleasure to visit your institution and
to become acquainted with you and your work. I sincerely
hope that the opportunity will arise before very long. We
shall expect you to call on us also. I notice that your insti*Abilene Reporter, Aug. 22, 1932. Dr. Oscar H. Cooper was
vice-president of National Education Association in 1896, and
president of Texas Association of Colleges 1923. His writings
include four volumes of official records compiled during his term
as superintendent of Public Education, and A History of Our Country,
which he and two associates wrote. He left administrative duties
at Simmons College in 1909, and established a private school. He
returned to Simmons College as professor of philosophy and education in 1915, and continued in this field until his death. Since
Dr. Cooper's passing four hundred and fifty volumes from his private
library have been given to Hardin-Simmons University.
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tution is to play football at our place on the twenty-fourth.
I shall look forward to the opportunity of meeting a number
of your faculty at that time.
With kindest regards and best wishes, I remain
Sincerely yours,
BRADFORD KNAPP

That fall and the next spring President Sandefer
was again on the field in defense of prohibition. In
December, he spoke at a Dry Rally in Dawson County
and in March the Coke County prohibition force announced that he would speak at Robert Lee and Bronte
in favor of prohibition. Quoting their news writer:
Dr. Sandefer is known not only in Texas but all over the
American Continent as a platform speaker, rarely equaled in
his powers of eloquence and impassioned appeal.
Let everyone, regardless of his views on this issue, hear
Dr. Sandefer. If you do not accept his views, you will hear
an address that will be informing and that will please you,
although you may not accept all the conclusions of the speaker.

The Bronte Weekly Enterprise carried the following
words concerning the address:
Dr. Sandefer is a great educator—one of the outstanding
university presidents of the South. He has sent some fifteen
thousand men and women out into the world panoplied mentally and morally for life's conflicts. Dr. Sandefer knows
men, he knows the times and conditions of the past, as well
as the times and conditions of the present. He did not mince
words in dealing with the liquor question. He spoke with
consideration for the man or woman who honestly disagrees
with him, who take their position in the belief that legalized
liquor might be better than prohibition. But he flayed cheap
politicians and others who expect to profit out of the miseries
of men and helpless women and innocent children, through
the curse of intoxicating liquor.
Dr. Sandefer spoke with the voice of a seer and with
the spirit of a patriot, as he pleaded with the people to rally.
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He piled up argument upon argument and fact upon fact,
until every plea of those clamoring for the return of legalized
liquor was torn into shreds. It would be a benediction could
it be, if he could go to every city, village, and hamlet and
deliver the two addresses he delivered Sunday morning at
Bronta and at Robert Lee, Sunday evening.
There were those present at Robert Lee Sunday evening
who came twenty miles to hear this great man and lover of
human kind. Little children will recall fifty years from now
about being present and seeing the long glass tube that Dr.
Sandefer exhibited, showing that the claims of the proponents
of three and two-tenths percent beer as non-intoxicating were
monstrously perverting the facts.
In fact, if every county in Texas will line up as we believe Coke County has on this question there will be no legal
booze in the land of the Alamo and blue bonnets.

On May the fifth, the Enterprise carried a story
on the "Arkansawers' Reunion," to be held at Oak
Creek, the fourth Sunday in May:
Two outstanding features of the day's program have
been definitely arranged.
The first is that of the speaker to deliver the memorial
address. Dr. J. D. Sandefer, of Abilene, president of Simmons
University, and recognized everywhere as one of the most
eloquent and entertaining platform speakers, not only in the
South, but on this continent, has been secured as the memorial
speaker. Dr. Sandefer will appear at eleven o'clock, and,
perhaps again in the afternoon. Dr. Sandefer is himself a
native of Arkansas and when the invitation was extended
him by the committee, he accepted with almost as much
enthusiasm as that of the committee. It is said, when by
seeming accident they learned that he was a native "Arkansawer" and extended him the invitation Dr. Sandefer joined
heartily in the plan of the reunion—that of all Arkansas, their
posterity and friends gathering at some centrally located and
convenient place as is Oak Creek and spending the day together, with a program, every feature of which will be not
only delightfully entertaining, but uplifting and inspirational.
Dr. Sandefer advises that he believes quite a number will be
in attendance from Abilene and Taylor County.
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The other outstanding feature of the day's program,
definitely arranged for, which the committee is delighted to
announce, is that the Cowboy Band of Simmons University
will be present and give a sacred concert. The committee
enthusiastically believes that the above two features alone
will bring literally thousands to Oak Creek "Arkansawers'
Day." The Cowboy Band is one of the most famous bands
in the country and wherever and whenever it is known that
the jolly cowboys are the entertainers, those from every nook
and corner of life count it a treat to have the privilege to hear
them. This band has played before kings and other potentates of Europe and made a world record a few years ago on
a European tour. The committee advises that the Cowboys
of Simmons are coming to Oak Creek, May the twenty-eighth,
to entertain the Arkansawers and their friends with as much
enthusiasm as that with which they ever appeared anywhere
and with a program that will be delightfully pleasing.

The nineteen thirty-three publication of the Simmons yearbook, The Bronco, was dedicated jointly to
President and Mrs. Sandefer and their pictures appeared therein. The dedicatory words read as follows:
Years ago a little country lad dreamed a dream that
stirred his heart. Because he was poor and apparently had
few chances for greatness, he nourished his dream in silence.
Dream-blurred eyes see farthest.
folded his dream-pattern.

The boy slowly un-

He became a country teacher. He regarded great, useful men with timid adoration. The vision in his heart widened and brightened.
Dreams bless doubly if they are shared. The boy met
a girl who appreciated his aspirations and agreed to share
them.
Together they went rapidly up the dream-ladder, and
each position brought them nearer the dream. They were
called to Simmons. The dream at last! To be the guiding
factor in the lives of youth who were possessed by visions of
service!
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An individual is never old until he has ceased dreaming.
Our beloved "Prexy" and the unassuming woman who is his
wife are not youthful in years, but their eyes are not dimmed
by fragments of broken dreams.
To them—the dreamer of dreams and the sharer of
dreams—we, the student body of Simmons University, with
greatest respect and affection dedicate this volume of The
Bronco.

In June, President Sandefer returned to Dallas for
another major operation. He did very nicely and was at
home some six weeks after the operation was performed.
Many telegrams and letters were sent the president
during that time, but space warrants that only one be
included here. The telegram reads:
Deeply concerned at report of your condition. I pray
that God will spare you many years to your noble work.
FREDERICK EBY

Six weeks later when the president returned to his
home in Abilene, faculty members of the university and
their families joined in staging a surprise outdoor supper
at the president's home on the university campus.
In September, Simmons inaugurated her forty-second
annual session with a word of welcome from the president.
Speaking from my very deepest soul, I am welcoming
to our Simmons family every young man and young woman
entering here with a sincere purpose of pursuing his or her
college courses toward a standard degree. We welcome to
Simmons always every student who comes with a feeling that
he or she is willing, once our standards are understood by them,
to commit himself or herself to enter with us into their furtherance and maintenance.
We do not desire those in this institution who come
critical of our standards, and who seek to change our standards
to their views. As we understand our mission, we are to make
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it possible at this institution for young men and young women
to find a richer spiritual life and a greater opportunity for intellectual expansion, where these two ideals blend into that
unity which possesses the most perfect Christian citizen to
lead and serve in our day and generation.
We welcome you, we thrice welcome you, to an institution thus dedicated, conscious of the fact that we have the
sympathy and prayers of your parents as we seek to accentuate
what they have done in helping to bring you into this ideal
realm for genuinely equipped service. The officials of the
institution, and all clothed with any type of responsibility
here, are to serve you, and feel that you will make it easier
for that service to be the richest in your potential lives.

About the middle of October, President and Mrs.
Sandefer visited Chicago, New York, Philadelphia,
and Washington. President Sandefer stayed long enough
in each city to contact people with whom he was acquainted, in the interest of Simmons University. In
New York he visited with Rupert H. Johnson and
Eugene Holman, former students of Simmons University.
He visited with Martin W. Littleton, both in his office in
the city and at his home on Long Island. He was in Mr.
Littleton's office just after he had received a million
dollar fee from Mr. Harry Sinclair, and while in the office,
the president of Cuba called and talked with Mr. Littleton concerning a problem affecting millions of dollars.
President Sandefer says, "It was a great thrill to me
to visit him and realize that this country boy, neighbor
of mine, had become a lawyer and orator of the first
rank, among the world's greatest, and this thought never
comes to one, but that I recall his remark to me, as we
sat on the curbstone in Weatherford, Texas."
The Simmons University Cowboy Band was playing
a series of engagements at Madison Square Garden at
this time and President and Mrs. Sandefer were the
band's guests of honor several nights during their stay
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there. The president was formally introduced to the
Garden audience on the first night of his appearance.
Each night outstanding celebrities and notables were
introduced.
In Philadelphia, the president was the guest of his
philanthropic friend, Mr. H. C. Coleman (discussed fully
in chapter eight), and spent many pleasant days in his
company both on this visit and on earlier visits.
While in Washington, President Sandefer was asked
to appear before a committee of seventeen in the District of Columbia and give some information touching
expenses of maintaining a first-class institution of higher
learning.
Congressman Clarence Cannon of Missouri was
chairman of the committee. At the close of President
Sandefer's testimony and after being thanked by the
chairman for his information, Congressman Thomas L.
Blanton, who was a member of the committee of seventeen, asked permission to make a statement to the committee. He was granted the favor and said, "You have
before you the only man in my district who could have
defeated me for Congress, if he had had designs on the
office to the extent of permitting his friends to announce
him."
President Sandefer returned to Abilene the latter
part of November and wrote to those friends he had
visited while in the East and thanked them for their
many kindnesses and whatever donations they had given
him for the school. It might be of interest to include
here one brief reply, from Rupert H. Johnson:
Dear Prexy:
Thank you for your recent letter and your kind thoughts
expressed therein.
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It gives me pleasure to do something, however small,
for Simmons and it also gives me pleasure to do something
which pleases you. I hope that I am able to measure up to
all your expectations.
With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
RUPERT

December the third President Sandefer left for
Nashville, Tennessee, to attend the meeting of the
school representatives of the Southern Association.
While in Tennessee he spoke in the First Baptist
Church of Columbia and addressed students of the Columbia Military Institute. In the latter address he paid
tribute to the late Senator E. W. Carmack of that
city, and credited the statesman with being one of the
most inspiring factors of his own early life.
Taking as his topic, "What is a Name?", Dr. Sandefer
said that all are born nameless and for some time know too
little to know their own name. The names of most distinguished men meant little in their youth; it was what they
made of themselves that made their names great, he said.
He illustrated his point of view by citing many illustrious
Americans.
President Sandefer spoke of his habit of seeking to meet
distinguished people and told how he, at the World's Fair in
St. Louis, was struck by the distinguished appearance of a
man whom he saw walking on the grounds. He introduced
himself to this man who proved to be Senator H. W. Carmack
of Columbia, Tennessee.

President Sandefer was accompanied home by Mrs.
Sandefer, who joined him in Nashville, after a prolonged visit with their daughter, Mrs. Stanley Walker, of
Great Neck, Long Island.

