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were on, and all local board members' names, including
President Sandefer's name, had been left off, she had
them return the stone to the mason and put President
Sandefer's name on it. She told them that if there had
been no Sandefer, there would have been no girls' dormitory.
She had built in the southeast corner of the dormitory, on the first floor, a beautiful suite of rooms for
President Sandefer and his family.
President Sandefer made his annual report on the
school to Governor Joseph D. Sayers and R. B. Cousins
(at that time state superintendent). He gave the report about the middle of June, in the governor's office.
Because of the excellent report made, the governor insisted on raising President Sandefer's salary four hundred
dollars for the ensuing year. The school was seemingly
on the road to a very promising future.
"Both my family and I were perfectly happy in our
new home, its environment, and the outlook for John
Tarleton College," remarks President Sandefer.
There are many interesting sidelights to his years of
service as a professor in Stephenville, Texas. From an
early age he had accepted every opportunity afforded
him for public speaking. Beginning with Sunday school
talks, he branched out into the field of prohibition,
where he later found his largest field for service. The
mass audiences were very generous. He began addressing Confederate reunions, a procedure which was very
popular some thirty-five to forty years ago.
A clipping of the day gives the following information :
Professor J. D. Sandefer's speech last Friday was pronounced the best of the many he made in Hood County.
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His almost religious devotion to the old-time Southern ideals,
with his bold words in their defense, always secure the sympathy of his hearers. On this occasion he discussed historical
questions in a masterly manner, showing a thorough acquaintance with the facts of history, as well as the underlying forces
tending to shape the historical events.

It was on these occasions that he really found himself a public speaker. It was more or less accidental.
He began accepting invitations to address old soldiers, and
the fact that his name was Jefferson Davis added charm
for them; and often after an address they would rush up
and embrace him and declare that he resembled the
original Jefferson Davis himself, whose leadership they
followed for four bloody years.
One of the greatest centers for the assembling of
old soldiers was under a huge tabernacle that seated
several thousand people, located in Dublin, Texas. Professor Sandefer who was still teaching history and Latin
in John Tarleton College attended the reunion, for the
purpose of listening to an address, to be delivered by
the senior senator of Texas, Charles S. Culberson. The
crowd was huge. Several thousand people were anxiously awaiting the senator's arrival for the eleven o'clock
address. President Sandefer slipped into the audience
and found a seat near the front. The band played martial airs and a few old soldiers made brief talks, waiting
for the senator. One of the leading officials of the organization espied Professor Sandefer and whispered to
the commander to call him to the platform and invite
him to address the reunion until the senator arrived.
Naturally, he had no thought of being called upon for an
address. However, he was thoroughly familiar with
Southern history, and had given much thought to a
constitutional defense of the South's right to secede,
under the Constitution as adopted by our forefathers;
so he was ready for the emergency.
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He went to the platform and was presented as
"Jeff Davis." The old soldiers gave him a tremendous
"rebel reception." He spoke for more than an hour and
when he was through the band struck up "Dixie," and
the old wearers of the gray went wild. They carried
him on their heads about the tabernacle, and it was impossible to go on with the other program until they
brought him back to the platform. The commander in
charge then told them who he was. Senator Culberson
never arrived. The generous expressions on that occasion as they found the public press fixed forever Professor Sandefer's popularity and leadership among those
followers of Davis, Lee, Jackson, and other heroes, who
gave themselves for a cause that to them was dearer
than life.
When a student in the University of Chicago, under
the great Dr. George E. Vincent, President Sandefer was
assigned a four thousand word paper on some phase of
"Mob Psychology." He simply described the scene just
referred to, where he had played a part. He never revealed to Dr. Vincent that he was the country lad who
stirred the old soldiers to a level which no one there had
ever seen before. President Sandefer says, "I do not
know whether he ever read the paper or not, but it was
marked'A'."
On another very similar occasion at Hico, Texas,
he addressed several thousand Confederate Veterans and
at the close, he received an ovation rivaling the one at
Dublin. It took several minutes for the crowd to get
back, after their rush to greet him and express their
appreciation. While he was reaching his sophomoric
climax on this occasion he saw three distinguished looking citizens join the outskirts of the crowd; they had
stood and listened to the address and seemed to be
greatly impressed by the responses of the audience.
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The subject of this address was "Constitutional Defense of the Southern Confederacy.'' After the address
was finished and the crowd had dispersed enough, so
that the gentlemen could make their way to the presence
of Professor Sandefer, they requested an introduction
and pressed him for a brief conference. The distinguished
visitors were Congressman R. L. Henry, who later ran
for the senate; Colonel N. B. Harris district orator and
an outstanding writer of his day; and Colonel R. E.
Taylor, eminent jurist, who was a graduate of Washington and Lee University and had a diploma with the
name of General Robert E. Lee affixed thereto. All
the men were from Waco, Texas.
Congressman Henry was the spokesman and of
course he was very complimentary. He said, "The
part of the address which I heard was one of the greatest
to which I have ever listened. Judge, (addressing Professor Sandefer) where did you practice law?"
President Sandefer answered, "I live in Stephenville."
He said, "I know practically all the bar there and
I do not see how I have escaped meeting you."
"I am not a lawyer," replied President Sandefer.
Mr. Henry asked, "What are you?"
President Sandefer replied, "I am only a school
teacher."
Quite a change came over the faces of the three
men and it was apparent that their estimate of Professor
Sandefer's ability had dropped to a low level, since they
put their emphasis for a legal discussion where only
lawyers could qualify.
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There were many subsequent and similar occasions
during this era of President Sandefer's life, but his
dealings in the field of prohibition overshadow them.
The high ideals inculcated in President Sandefer
from his religious background enabled him to differentiate and to direct in activities of public question, where
moral issues were involved. He never compromised
on an issue, nor hesitated to express himself fearlessly
wheresoever the opportunity was afforded. During the
time he was in Stephenville, either as professor, superintendent, or president, and for some forty years succeeding this period of his life, he was a crusader in the field
of prohibition; and has been called "one of the finest
platform speakers in this part of the country."
This issue took the form of precinct and county
option campaigns for some three years in Texas, before
it became a state issue; it was of such importance as
to mold public sentiment where a majority of the electorate was on the side of statewide, and later, nationwide prohibition.
At this time, he took part in a number of county
campaigns and could later raise his estimate to some
fifty counties in Texas, in which he had participated.
Along with this tremendous strain, he was carrying on all
of his educational responsibilities without neglect. In
this two fold activity he was gradually weaving a public
moral conscience around the institution in which he
taught, or later presided over. This made it possible for
him to command the respect of all fathers and mothers
who loved the real welfare of their children.
Many times after he had led in these campaigns,
fathers and mothers would bring their sons and daughters to his institution and give as their reason for choosing
it his stand and courageous leadership in defense of the
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homes of their counties. Often those whose influence
was against President Sandefer in the campaign brought
their sons and daughters to his office to enter his school.
When he would ask them why they chose his school in
which to educate their children, they would uniformly
answer that they would not want to place them under his
tutelage if his influence had been on the other side of
the liquor question.
He took part in only one campaign in all his crusade
for prohibition that was lost to the anti-prohibitionist
cause. The campaign in Tom Green County was first
won by the anti-prohibitionists, but within two years
the tide was turned, and it was put in the prohibition
column.
An outstanding local option contest of the day
was one which involved the little town of Thurber, which
was the largest mining camp in the South. The miners
were practically all Italian, Polish, and Slavonian and
accustomed to drinking beer and liquor.
Professor Sandefer was county chairman in the
three campaigns that had to be conducted before the
prohibitionists won an election that would stand the
test of the higher courts. Thurber was left out of
their territory. The higher courts ruled against the
legality of their election on the grounds of the technicality of the boundaries between the precincts. When
they called for the third election, sentiment had grown
so strong in their favor that they were of the opinion
they could carry the county and include Thurber.
The anti-prohibition leaders of Thurber became
very much alarmed, feeling that they could not hold their
coal miners if beer and liquor were denied them. They
appealed to the president of the company in New York
City, Mr. Edgar L. Marston and asked him to get in

5. Works Bear Fruit

In 1917 and 1918, the thing that was tantamount to
anything else in the thinking of the people of the day
was the crisis in Europe that culminated in the World
War. On April the sixth, 1917, the Congress of the
United States declared that a state of war existed between Germany and the United States. Congress at
once undertook the task of providing for a great army
to be raised by selective draft. Students' army training
corps were established and maintained. College men
were given free training, all necessary expenses, and
thirty dollars a month salary. The Simmons College
boys were to receive their training at Fort Sheridan; the
number of students sent was based on the ratio of one to
twenty-five. They were selected for their mental and
physical strength. Eleven men accompanied by Professor R. N. Richardson enrolled for the training. Among
the eleven young men chosen was Jefferson Davis Sandefer, Jr.
In a telegram to President Sandefer, the latter part
of July 1918, General McCain advised that the war
department had formally designated Simmons as a
college where a students' army training corps would be
established and maintained. President Sandefer felt
that this was a distinct honor for Simmons College and
Abilene. Associated Press dispatches carried announcements of schools designated. Baylor University, at
129
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Waco, Southern Methodist University, at Dallas, and
Vanderbilt University, at Nashville, Tennessee, were
other schools thus designated.
With Simmons College thus lined up and his eldest
son away to training camp, it is very easy to imagine what
was permeating the thinking of the president and his
family. He became one of the outstanding speakers for
the many patriotic programs that were given about the
state. At the same time that he was boosting his country, he was boosting Simmons College.
By May of 1919, the president was ready to announce
to the world that the trustees of his popular and fastgrowing institution were open to bids for a seventy-five
thousand dollar addition to Simmons Hall, which would
make the building one of the most modern for school
purposes in Texas.
The Simmons Science Hall called for the salvaging
of the original administration building. It was built
when the school was overflowing with students and was
without facilities to take care of the student influx.
The president gave most of his time trying to get donations, mainly from oil people in the Breckenridge and
Ranger area.
Many hundreds of acres of royalty were secured
and are now a part of the assets of the institution. Some
forty thousand dollars came in from these sources to
help on the expenses of the building which cost, including
equipment, more than one hundred eighty-one thousand
dollars. The building includes the foundation and walls
of the original structure. It contains physical, chemical,
and biological laboratories, professors' offices and lecture
rooms, and the offices of the president, the college dean,
and the secretary-treasurer.
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No denominational school in the South had better
equipment at the time it was erected, according to the
Dean of Southern Methodist University, who inspected
the institution from the point of view of its becoming a
member of the Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools of the Southern states.
Of course, a man of Dr. Sandefer's ability was in
demand by many schools. Many times he was urged
to make a change and just as often he refused. Seldom
did he mention any of his offers; however, the news of
two outstanding offers did reach the alert ears of a local
reporter and he learned that the citizens of the president's old home town, Stephenville, were anxious to
have him back at the helm of John Tarleton College.
A committee of eighty-five citizens pressed the importance of the place upon him, offering to supplement the
state salary of several thousand dollars, thus swelling
the total to seven thousand dollars a year. The
presidency of the Oklahoma Baptist University was also
tendered him. The offer was an attractive one, as the
institution was the only Baptist school in the state, and
it had a number of fine buildings and splendid equipment.
President Sandefer's refusal to accept these attractive
offers bears testimony to his determination to finish the
work he had undertaken at Simmons College.
"And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his
hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God."
Mr. and Mrs. C. M. Caldwell of Breckenridge gave
the president a one hundred thousand dollar gift to be
used for a new building. It was put into the Fine Arts
Building and it became known as the Caldwell Fine Arts
Building. The building was built in memory of the
three Caldwell children, Guy, Mildred, and Agnes, all of
whom are living. When completed, the handsome three
story building cost some one hundred five thousand
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dollars and was one of the best conservatories in the
South. The edifice is of Greek classic design, of the
Corinthian order; the first story forms a pedestal, above
which the superstructure rises. The "Pedestal" is of
stone and rusticated brickwork, harmonizing with Science
Hall, located a few yards to the west. The upper two
stories form a shaft, treated with a row of Corinthian
pilasters. These make a colonnade across the front of
the central unit which terminates in pavilions at either
end. Above the third story there is an elaborate entablature and on the frieze may be seen in bold copper
letters the names of the four masters, "Beethoven,
Shakespeare, Titian, and Webster."
Soon after the president had secured the above gift,
the 75-Million Campaign was organized by the Southern Baptist Convention at their annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia. The idea of the campaign was to help
all denominational causes and to help in particular, the
schools of the South. President J. D. Sandefer, Dr.
M. A. Jenkens, and Judge C. M. Caldwell went to Dallas
to attend the meeting of the Executive Board of the
Baptist General Convention of Texas in January of 1920.
It was reported at this meeting that sixteen million
dollars of the seventy-five million dollars would be
handled by the Texas Baptists. Simmons College was
urged to come into the campaign and was promised five
hundred thousand dollars, the sum to be paid in the
amounts of one hundred thousand dollars annually.
This, if it worked, would give the school enough money
to pay off the small indebtedness it was carrying on the
newly completed Science Hall and let the trustees announce a new building. The State Board assured
President Sandefer and his trustees that Simmons would
receive at least two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
and that it would be safe to go ahead and spend that
much on any project that he and his Board might consider worthwhile at that time.
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From the beginning of its organization, as has been
stated before, Simmons College was to be rim independently. It was against the best judgment of the local
board and of the president that Simmons College finally
lined up with the Campaign. They wanted to go ahead
and raise their quota, donate it to the organization for
their causes and remain independent, but they were
afraid they would be misunderstood.
It is not known definitely just what Simmons College
received out of the Campaign, but it was somewhere
between one hundred twenty thousand dollars and one
hundred thirty-five thousand dollars, only a small amount
more than the First Baptist Church of Abilene gave to
the Campaign.
Big monies for Simmons had always been secured
through direct gifts to the school. During this Campaign no one was supposed to go out and solicit money
for his own school. Any money solicited was to be allocated to the Seventy-five Million project. This tied
the hands of the president and his field representative
for five years' time.
In the meantime, in order to keep the school before
the public, the trustees borrowed money on their two
hundred fifty thousand dollar gift promise, paid eight
per cent interest, and went ahead with their building
and running program. When they failed to receive the
quota, or even half the quota promised the school, the
school was, of course, heavily encumbered.
The president says, "I still insist that it would
have been better for Simmons, financially, to take nothing from the Campaign. This would have left us free
to secure individual gifts for the school.
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*'There is a fundamental truth that I have learned
after thirty years of service here. First, there are not
many people who will do their duty toward a denominational cause if that cause is looking toward the State
Board for support. Second, tens of thousands of
dollars have come to this institution as a result of its
independence, looking to its friends, who believe in it
implicitly, to do for it what might be done, realizing that
if they do not do it, it will not be done. I am merely
expressing my views, based on thirty years of sacrificial
and concrete service, and they are not to be in any way
interpreted as critical, but an honest opinion as to how
denominational institutions should be built. It may be
apropos to say, it is the policy of denominational boards,
uniformly, to help the cause nearest failure—first of all,
and doing so just penalizes individual leadership that
takes care of its institution through sacrificial economy."
There were some lighter moments mixed in with the
heavier hours of life, consequently we find the president
attending a meeting of the Shriners in Fort Worth.
He was one of the number of candidates for a diamond
ring that they were to give away. On May the first,
1920, an announcement was made in a local paper to the
effect that Dr. J. D. Sandefer had won the ring.
The platform upon which President Sandefer was a
candidate read as follows:
Jefferson Davis Sandefer, LL.D., the silver tongued
orator and rebel. He does not know yet that the Yankees
licked us. It has been said of him, "He is the greatest president of the greatest college of the greatest city of the greatest
state in the greatest nation during the greatest age in the
world's history." Says he, "I am for worldwide prohibition,
The League of Nations, Woodrow Wilson, and Texas.''

In June of 1920, Dr. J. B. Cranfill was speaker for
the commencement program. Simmons had the largest
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graduating class in her history.
speaker, Dr. Sandefer said,
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Simmons College has been very fortunate in the past
in her selection of speakers for commencement exercises, having had such men as Pat M. Neff, Morris Sheppard, George
Truett, William J. Bryan, and other great men to address us
at various times and on this occasion we were able to secure
a man who is known far and near for his accomplishments in
the line of theology, letters, finance, and other activities.
He then presented Dr. J. B. Cranfill of Dallas, Texas.
Dr. Cranfill said of President Sandefer, "There is no
college president in the South that is his superior and very
few his equal. He has kept Simmons on the map and will
continue to do so through the coming years.

In November President Sandefer attended the
seventy-fourth annual session of the Baptist General
Convention in El Paso, Texas. Six men were candidates
for the presidency of the convention. When the time
came for the nominations before the assembly, Reverend
I. E. Gates of San Antonio, Texas, nominated Dr. J. D.
Sandefer and described him as "A Man of the People and
Pre-eminently the Man of the West/' Dr. S. P. Brooks,
president of Baylor University, at that time, seconded
the nomination, and said that along with all his other
merits, Dr. Sandefer has a voice like a "fog horn" and
can be easily heard. There was a tremendous ovation
and Dr. J. C. Hardy, president of Mary Hardin-Baylor
College of Belton, who was a candidate for the presidency himself, jumped to his feet and said, "I move that
the nominations cease and we elect Dr. Sandefer by
acclamation."
The following article appeared in the Lockney Beacon several days after the above choice was given to the
public.
At the close of the convention Dr. Dave Sandefer, president of Simmons College at Abilene, was made president of
the Convention for the next year. This information was

136

Jefferson Davis Sandefer

indeed pleasing to the writer, as Dr. Sandefer is a relative of
ours, and a man in whom we are deeply interested. To our
way of thinking he is the biggest Baptist in Texas, both as
a churchman and an educator. In fact we look on Dave
Sandefer as one of the biggest educators of the South. We
have known him since boyhood, and have watched his career
with profound interest. He is a self-made man; a man who
has surmounted every obstacle in the way of his obtaining an
education. He has builded at Abilene one of the biggest and
strongest Baptist schools in the south, which, some day, if he
lives and retains his good health, will become one of the leading universities of the country. Dr. Sandefer is a man of
leadership, peculiarly endowed to lead men and accomplish
great things. He is a clean man, a pure man, and one of
God's noblemen. This tribute comes from one who is not
a member of the Baptist church, and who is not actuated
purely from kinship, but from and with an understanding of
men. We knew Dave Sandefer way back in the years that
have passed and gone as the farmer boy who was striving for
an education. He was ever to be found sitting at the feet
of educators and learned men, laying away information that
was in after years to make him one of the foremost scholars
of Texas and of the South. Most of our great men have been
made of the same stuff Dave Sandefer is made out of—that
unsatisfiable thirst for knowledge, and a will power that
causes such men to break down all barriers and surmount
all obstacles in reaching their goal. From a small beginning
these men make big men, big preachers, big educators, big^
lawyers, and jurists and all through the catalogue of successful
men.
The Beacon congratulates the Texas Baptists in selecting
Dave Sandefer as the president of their convention. This
honor is one in which the entire West will share, regardless of
denominationalism. It is a distinguished honor conferred
upon West Texas at a time when the West is striving for
educational recognition at the hands of other portions of
Texas. The honor comes not only to Dave Sandefer as a
man, but to Simmons College, which he has brought forward
and upward until it commands the attention of the entire
state, both from a denominational and educational viewpoint.
This tribute is offered to a worthy son of Texas, but in
extolling the good qualities of Dr. Sandefer, we are not unmindful of one who has been an aid and inspiration to his
greatness, to one that has inspired him to nobler deeds and stood
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by him in the hours of his victories and defeats, in his joys and
sorrows. To that person, who has been a mother, in the
truest sense, not only to her own children, but to the many
girls who have been educated at Simmons College, and who
laid there their foundations for character and noble womanhood. A tribute to our fair cousin who became the bride of
Dr. Sandefer many, many years ago.

President Sandefer served three years, the constitutional limit, as president of the convention. He
is the only president since the late Dr. R. C. Buckner,
against whom no opposition was named. He presided
over the Convention in El Paso, in Dallas, and then in
Waco. These three years were very stormy years in the
history of the denomination and called for a type of
judicial temperament that was challenging; however,
many times he was commended for his fairness of ruling,
and not one single time was his ruling appealed from.
One of the most eminent authors and popular Baptist
leaders in Texas told him that on one occasion he ruled
wrongly, from the point of view of "Robert's Rules of
Order" but that from the standpoint of consecrated
common sense he was correct. President Sandefer felt
greatly flattered that this man should attribute to him a
modicum of common sense.
He was succeeded in this office by Judge O. S.
Lattimore, who had presided over the state senate for
several years and who was regarded as one of the first
parliamentarians of Texas. An appeal was made from
a ruling of this distinguished jurist the first morning
of his incumbency. The convention went over his decision by more than sixty votes.
Returning to the school for the close of the spring
session and to preside for the commencement exercises,
President Sandefer announced a gift of one hundred
seventeen thousand, five hundred dollars from the
General Education Board of New York City. He made
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a strong appeal for additional large sums of money, to
the end that the institution should grow and thrive.
He said,
There never was and never will be a great institution
without money. As an institution grows, it needs money in
hundreds of thousands of dollars and later its needs run into
the millions of dollars if the institution is to amount to anything.

For the first time in the history of the school, an
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred;
Reverend John W. Inzer of Chattanooga, Tennessee,
was the recipient.
On June the sixth, 1921, it was announced that
President and Mrs. J. D. Sandefer would leave on the
''Sunshine Special" for New York City and after a few
days' stay at the Pennsylvania Hotel, would sail on June
the fourth, aboard the Aquitania, for a seventy-five-day
stay in Europe.
While in London, President and Mrs. Sandefer
visited Spurgeon's Tabernacle and heard the pastor
preach from the text: ''Who is as the wise man? and who
knoweth the interpretation of a thing?" Ecclesiastes,
chapter eight, verse one. President Sandefer was definitely impressed with the text and greatly enjoyed the
sermon, and he has used this text as a basis for many
commencement addresses, since his return to the States.
This was President and Mrs. Sandefer's first visit
to England and the Continent. Although President
Sandefer was, by this time, one of the foremost citizens
of Texas and could count among his friends some of the
highest officials and executives of this nation, he was
not known abroad. He had in his possession letters of
introduction from several outstanding personalities that
would help him in making contacts with people whom
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he might wish to know. The first was from the president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and
the Southern Baptist Convention and came from the
office of the president, Louisville, Kentucky. It was
postmarked June the sixth, 1921, and reads:
This will introduce President J. D. Sandefer, of Simmons College, Abilene, Texas. Dr. Sandefer is one of the
leading Baptists of the Southern Baptist Convention. He
has been president of Simmons College during the past twelve
years. The institution has grown from an attendance of three
hundred to a thousand students, and is now one of the leading
Baptist institutions of the South. In addition to being president of the college, Dr. Sandefer is also president of the Baptist
General Convention of Texas, one of the largest state conventions of Southern Baptists. He is held in the highest
esteem by all those identified with the Southern Baptist
Convention, and is favorably known all over America. He
and Mrs. Sandefer are making a tour of Europe during the
present summer. I will appreciate any favors which may
be shown to them.
E. Y. MUSLINS

President Sandefer was first vice-president of the
Southern Baptist Convention at that time, having been
elected to the position over eighteen other candidates.
The second letter of introduction was from the
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas, whose fame
as a preacher was fast circling the globe, it reads:
This is to say, to any Baptists and other religious workers
whom I may know in England, and on the Continent of
Europe, that the bearer, President J. D. Sandefer, is one of
the most capable and highly esteemed educators in our whole
country.
Dr. Sandefer is now, and has been for the past twelve
years, the president of Simmons College, at Abilene, Texas,
a college with a student body of something like one thousand
students, and with a record of serviceableness notably challenging and praiseworthy. To this college campus a half
dozen new buildings have been added during the administration of President Sandefer.
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In addition to his leadership in the realm of education,
Dr. Sandefer is the president of the Baptist State Convention
of Texas, having a constituency of several hundred thousand
Baptists. As a religious leader, as an educator, and as a
citizen, Dr. Sandefer is one of the foremost personalities of
his state and nation.
This distinguished and nobly capable citizen, and his
equally distinguished and capable wife, are just leaving our
shores, to spend some months in the British Isles and on the
Continent of Europe. I count it an honor to commend him,
without stint or reserve, to any and all with whom his lot may
be cast, on their proposed journey. Any kindnesses shown
these honored friends will be profoundly appreciated by the
people of Texas and of the United States.
GEORGE W. TRUETT

Another letter was from the Governor of Texas
dated May the twenty-seventh, 1921, and reads:
This will introduce my personal friend, J. D. Sandefer,
president of Simmons College, Abilene, Texas, United States
of America. He is in Europe for the purpose of visiting the
various places of interest throughout the Continent.
Dr. Sandefer represents the highest type of our citizenship, and is one of the foremost educators of our country.
I bespeak for him that degree of consideration which he so
justly merits, and commend him to the good offices and kindly
courtesy of anyone to whom this letter may be presented.
PAT M. NEFF,
Governor of Texas

A fourth, and the last one included here, was from
United States Senator, Morris Sheppard, and contains
the following introductory statements:
This will present Dr. J. D. Sandefer, Abilene, Texas,
United States of America. He is president of Simmons
College at Abilene, and is one of the most prominent educators in Texas and the United States. He has accomplished
a monumental work and placed his institution in the front
rank of educational organizations. He is a Christian gentleman
of wide popularity and highest standing, and it is a pleasure to
commend him to the courtesy and consideration of all.
MORRIS SHEPPARD

r
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It is a custom in London for the government representatives to learn if there are any visitors of note sojourning in the city and if so, to report them to the
High Officials. A number of English Officials were to
be the guests of a millionaire English Knight at O'Donnes
Cafe and President Sandefer was invited. The luncheon
was quite a drawn-out affair, lasting some two or three
hours. The objectives on these occasions were to gather
all the information possible, touching government, education, religion, social reforms, and scientific progress.
They asked him numerous questions and in turn he
queried them, hoping to glean all the information possible on conditions abroad at that time.
They did not arouse him to the controversial level
until one of them sought to show him that their system
of education, from the lowest to the highest level was
more democratic than his. It had never occurred to him
that any well-informed Englishman would thus contend.
He discovered that they were all of the same opinion.
Some two days previous to this occasion, he had
spent a day at Stratford-on-Avon and it so chanced that
professors from both Cambridge University and Oxford
University were holding examinations there in the same
building in which William Shakespeare attended school.
The whole setting was so thrilling to him that he made a
special effort to gather all possible information concerning appointments to Cambridge and Oxford.
He learned that each appointment was an endowed
scholarship and that these appointments had been made
possible by prominent Englishmen who had lived in that
area for centuries.
There were thirty-three candidates for the scholarship honors, but only twenty-three were to be awarded.
Only the highest type of preparatory trained young men
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would dare to take the examination. He watched the
youths through the day as they took their examinations
and tried to visualize the disappointment that was due
to come to ten of them. When the examinations were
over and the papers were graded, all the boys had made
grades above ninety and twenty-three of them had made
grades above ninety-five. On questioning, he found that
the ten boys who were thus eliminated were doomed to
return to their homes with the future more or less blighted
as they would probably never have another opportunity
to attend college.
He argued with these friends during the course of
their luncheon, that this was not our democratic way of
dealing with students in the States.
He told them that a large percentage of the men who
had served in the presidential capacity for the United
States and some of the men whose monuments he had
seen in London and in other European countries would
have been lost to the world on a competitive basis, such
as the one mentioned above. He called attention to
such great men as Abraham Lincoln and Theodore
Roosevelt and told them that these men could not have
stood tests like the above mentioned. He expressed the
conviction that such tests would have precluded many
other great men from going to college, and stated that
such ideals of education, in his judgment, were not in
harmony with education in a democracy.
He explained further that we had never had but one
president of the United States who had taken a Doctor of
Philosophy degree and very few had ever received a
Master of Arts degree. He took the position that the
student of ordinary ability, with the will to win, who
would apply himself diligently through public school and
college and develop during these years an aptitude for
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study and research would ultimately take his Bachelor
of Arts degree in our American schools. He insisted
that such a student did not have to rely on brilliancy for
his success. Any student thus applying himself would
arrive at a level where a grasp of information on many
subjects would be so assembled as to make it possible
for that type of individual to become the leader of
thought in any field whatsoever, to which he dedicated
his inherited and acquired powers for conquest.
Jocularly, he told them (although they possibly
did not see the point) that he was in the fifth reader
himself at the age of eighteen and that he had never
seen the day that he could pass examinations such as
these thirty-three men had been subjected to. Perhaps
he made no converts, but the occasion was one to him
unique, and he gained some points of view that were
new and interesting.
Lloyd George's Secretary was at a table adjoining
the one where he was sitting, and many other celebrities
were there, many of whom he met. However, had it not
been for their custom of gathering data from many fields,
from foreign countries, this opportunity would never have
been his.
He says: "I felt that I had won a victory when an
announcement was made that Martin W. Littleton of
New York would address the barristers at a luncheon
in the cafe where we sat conversing two weeks from that
time. I called their attention to the fact that Littleton
and I read law together as boys and that Littleton never
had a chance to go to college and certainly could not
have passed their examinations for entrance into college."
After their sojourn in England, they spent from
two days to two weeks in Scotland, France, Switzer-
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land, Italy, Belgium, Germany, and Holland, eventually
reached New York and arrived in Abilene on the twentyfifth day of August.
During the first week in September there appeared
in the Fort Worth Star Telegram a cartoon of President
Sandefer, which dealt with the growth of the institution
of which he was president. This cartoon was later reprinted in the Simmons Brand which contains, in the
same issue, a typical welcome to students, from the
president. It reads:
Through the courtesy of the Brand editor, I am pleased
to offer some words of welcome to the student body, both
the old and the new, who are here to enter the thirtieth session
of Simmons College. If you have been here before, you
know, and if you are from the West you ought to know the
brand of Simmons College welcome that goes out to each one
of you. If you come from other sections of Texas, or from
other states, all West Texas students join me in welcome,
thrice welcome to you, to our walls.
I trust and hope that no one of you has come to us for
any other purpose than that of increasing that threefold
efficiency that must obtain in every individual personality, if
that personality approaches unto that standard set by Him
who is the author and finisher of everything that is good,
pure, noble, and holy. I trust that no one may be among
you who has come for a sinister purpose. Nothing short
of your best is good enough for you. Nothing short of your
best is good enough for us. In fact, our best is poor enough
for one another, and of the times of which we are a part.
The twentieth century calls and pleads for young men
and young women of purpose, ideals, and capabilities, commensurate with the complex and intricate problems to be
solved now and in the twilight future. I am expressing the
hope that no one of you may be disappointed in his coming
to Simmons College. If you will do your best, you will not
be disappointed, and the faculty and the institution will be
the beneficiaries of your constructive student efforts.

Rev. Charles F. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Julian Morrow
and President and Mrs. J. D. Sandefer
Europe, 1921
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My sentiments of welcome and the spirit of Simmons
College, the pride of the West, are beautifully and effectively
expressed by Arthur Chapman in the following lines:
Out where the hand clasp's a little stronger,
Out where the smile dwells a little longer,
That's where the West begins;
Out where the sun is a little brighter,
Where the snows that fall are a little whiter,
That's where the West begins.
Out where the skies are a trifle bluer,
Out where the friendship's a little truer,
That's where the West begins;
Out where a fresher breeze is blowing,
Where there's laughter in every streamlet flowing,
Where there's more of reaping and less of sowing,
That's where the West begins.
Out where the world is in the making,
Where fewer hearts in despair are aching,
That's where the West begins.

President Sandefer had the pleasure of knowing
fairly intimately the late Will Rogers, "cowboy, humorist, and philosopher." He says, "I owe any special contacts that I ever had with him to my son Gilbert, through
whose tact and diplomacy Mr. Rogers became acquainted
with The Cowboy Band, (Incorporated) and its activities."
Mr. Rogers was brought to Abilene first in 1921, in
connection with the Simmons College Artist Course.
He talked to an overflow house at the First Baptist
Church. He spoke in chapel and heard The Cowboy
Band play a short program. After they had finished, he
wrote out a check for one hundred dollars and gave it
to Gilbert Sandefer and said, "Take this money and buy
some decent tunes for those boys, so they can show their
stuff."
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He was responsible for the band's appearance in
the Ziegfield Follies in 1929, and paved the way for
several other appearances of the band, in both the East
and the West.
During the height of the depression, he appeared at
the university auditorium, sponsored by The Cowboy
Band, and all money taken in was given over to charity.
He insisted that the band accompany him on a relief
tour he was making, but of course that was impossible
for boys attending regular sessions of college work.
Mr. Rogers was the first honorary member of The
Cowboy Band and his name will forever be cherished by
the personnel of the band and by the president.
On November the fifteenth, 1921, Dr. George Truett
made a great speech in the First Baptist Church, in which
he made an appeal to the people of Abilene to help build
a Baptist hospital. He said,
The growth of your city and your section has been
something romantic. You have here a college of vast and
far-reaching significance. Simmons College has drawn the
attention of the whole state and nation to it. He urged
upon his listeners the need of a big hospital, and at the close
of the services thirty-five thousand dollars were raised in
pledges. Dr. Sandefer and Dr. Jenkens stated at the meeting,
"It is one of the greatest hours in our lives."

Going back, however, we find a little story concerning
this hospital, that was known as the "West Texas Baptist Hospital/' but is now known as "Hendrick Memorial
Hospital." This little story has never been told nor
written, but is of such interest that it justifies a place in
the pages of this narration.
A year or so prior to the above speech, concerning
the building of a hospital in Abilene, President Sandefer
was returning home by train from Fort Worth, and his
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companion on the journey home was a fellow townsman,
Mr. J. M. Radford. They sat together in the Pullman
and discussed many questions of mutual interest, including Simmons College and the possibility of bringing
to Abilene new enterprises. Mr. J. M. Radford said:
"I would be vitally interested in building a first-class
hospital for Abilene. Dr. Sandefer, you could lead in
the movement and put it over if you would undertake
it-"
President Sandefer told him that he had all the
active load he could shoulder, but that he had had the
same vision for a hospital and that he would in the
future, as it seemed wise, join with him in this movement.
Mr. Radford voiced a vision that Dr. Sandefer had
held in mind for a long time but had been unable to
undertake on account of the many needs of Simmons
College. Mr. Radford ventured the following prophecy:
" There will be more people in West Texas in fifty years
than there are in all Texas at the present time. Simmons College, the oldest institution in the West, ought
to, and will continue to be the leader in the field of
higher education. As the West grows we will have to
have a great hospital, not only for ministering to the
needs of humanity, but for training young men in the
field of medicine; by that time Simmons will have
grown until it will have added a medical department—
not only will Simmons have a medical department, but
it will have to add a law department; they rightly belong
to Simmons, and to keep up with the trend and pace of
the West, they will have to be added."
President Sandefer admits that the above statements
by his friend, Mr. Radford, had been entwined in the
recesses of his memory since the first few days of his
service with Simmons College.
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When Dr. M. A. Jenkens came to Abilene, as pastor
of the First Baptist Church, he early manifested an
interest in the hospital, and President Sandefer was only
too glad to let him take the lead and help him in every
way possible with the enterprise. President Sandefer
owned the block of land on which the hospital stands
and when Judge C. M. Caldwell and family were living
in Breckenridge he secured the Judge's interest in the
hospital project and sold him the lot which Mr. Caldwell later gave as a site for the location of the hospital.
Mr. Caldwell paid twelve thousand five hundred dollars
for the site. This made possible the arousing of an interest that really got the movement for the hospital in
"full swing."
From time to time the president talked to Mr. Radford about the project and when it was under way Mr.
Radford gave thirty-five hundred dollars toward the
building. President Sandefer sold the idea to J. G.
Higginbotham and he also gave thirty-five hundred
dollars. Those were the largest individual gifts given to
the hospital, other than the gift made by Judge and Mrs.
C. M. Caldwell. Recently, however, the hospital has
been the beneficiary of a hundred ten thousand dollar
gift by Judge and Mrs. T. G. Hendrick.
Several of the local physicians gave the hospital substantial gifts. Dr. G. H. Sandefer gave the first one
thousand dollars, followed by a one thousand dollar
gift by Dr. J. M. Estes and another one thousand dollar
gift by Dr. R. P. Glenn. Several other doctors gave
gifts ranging from five hundred to a thousand dollars.
President Sandefer says, "The movement was generously supported by the local physicians and surgeons and
most of them got pleasure out of promoting this commendable and worthy work, that is now serving Abilene,
and the West, in a way as satisfactory, and in fact more

Will Rogers and President J. D. Sandefer
in front of Abilene Hall on the
Simmons College campus
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so than any movement of its kind, that I ever had a
part in."
On January the seventh, 1922, the citizens of Abilene gathered together to partake of a banquet in the
interest of the local Chamber of Commerce. Mr. J. M.
Radford said: "Simmons College is one of the biggest
assets Abilene has. I consider Dr. Sandefer the first
citizen of Abilene."
By September of that year enrollment in Simmons
College was getting so large that it was almost impossible to take care of it. Cowden Hall, the boys'
dormitory, had burned in May and there was no place
for the boys to board except in private homes, so on
September the twenty-third, the trustees announced that
Cowden Hall would be rebuilt at a cost of one hundred
fifty thousand dollars which would be backed by the
promise of the Baptist State Board.
The paramount thing before the eyes of the public
in the early part of the year 1923 was the location of
Texas Technological College. The State Department of
Education had announced that a new state school was
to be located somewhere in West Texas. There were
editorials in all the papers of this section of the West
on the future of a school such as "Texas Tech." The
merits and progress of other similar schools were brought
before the public eye. Citizens from all the towns, of
any size, in this section were busily engaged trying to
locate this school within their limits. Sweetwater, forty
miles west of Abilene, was particularly enthusiastic and
staged a big celebration program, banquet, and parade
and invited citizens from all the neighboring towns, and
several outstanding personalities of the state to be
present for the occasion.
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President J. D. Sandefer and Judge C. M. Caldwell
were selected to represent Abilene. President Sandefer
was slated to deliver an address on the significance of
March the second in Texas history. The speech was
delivered before some ten thousand people. Among the
outstanding notables present for the jubilee celebration
were Governor, Pat M. Neff and former Governor, W. P.
Hobby.
In July President Sandefer accompanied a party of
representative citizens of the South on a touring and
cruising trip to the West Indies. The group was headed
by Pat M. Neff (governor of Texas at that time) and he
and President Sandefer were traveling companions. The
party was profusely entertained by President R. E. Zayas
of Cuba, President J. E. Porras of the Republic of Panama, and other outstanding personalities.
President Sandefer was for years a member of the
Executive Committee of the National Anti-Saloon League,
which was organized for the promotion of temperance
and righteousness in the nation and which finally was
instrumental in the passing of the famous Eighteenth
Amendment. Since the recent repeal of the Eighteenth
Amendment, this organization has been known as the
"United Drys."
In 1923, the Crane Historical Library was acquired
for the university. This library is rich in documents
and books relating to the early history of Texas and of
the United States. It was collected through many years
by Judge R. C. Crane of Sweetwater, whose father, Dr.
William Carey Crane, was president of Baylor University at Independence for more than a quarter of a
century.
On account of the ideals of the institution fostered
and promoted by its president, faculty, and board of
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trustees, Simmons College continued to grow by leaps
and bounds. By the beginning of the winter term of
1924, there was a record-breaking enrollment. The
auditorium, which was at that time located in Abilene
Hall, was overrun with students for the first chapel
exercise, which was held on Saturday morning, January
the fifth.
During the fall semester of the school, Dr. G. H.
Sandefer, the college physician, had become seriously
ill and had gone to Baylor Hospital in Dallas for treatment. President Sandefer stayed with him as much as
possible, because he realized that he was in a very serious
condition.
As soon as possible after the opening of the winter
term, President Sandefer returned to his bedridden
brother in Dallas. He went by the way of Wichita Falls
and spent the night with Mr. Clint Wood, a boyhood
friend and a college classmate and one of the dearest
friends he ever had. He arrived in Wichita Falls early
in the evening and while he was visiting with Mr. Wood,
a telegram came to him, to the effect that his brother
was much worse. He investigated the train schedule
and found that his train would not leave for Dallas
before two the next morning.
The paramount reason of his trip by Wichita Falls
was to contact Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Ferguson, whose son
"Jimmie" had been a student in Simmons College and
who loved the school very tenderly, because it was here
that "Jimmie" had become a Christian and they felt that
President Sandefer's influence had perhaps changed the
life of this boy. President Sandefer had planned to
spend the night and see Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson the next
morning, and had already arranged for a conference
before he received the telegram concerning his brother's
condition. Mr. Ferguson was out of the city, but Mrs.
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Ferguson said that she would be glad for him to come
out. When he saw that he must leave as soon as possible, he called Mrs. Ferguson again, and told her about
the message and said that he was sorry not to see her
as he had an interesting proposition to present to her.
She insisted that he come out that night.
He and Mr. Wood went out and they found her
suffering from a very bad attack of asthma. She assured them, however, that she was glad to have them
because she could not sleep anyway. President Sandefer told her that he wanted to see her in regard to a
donation for a building and he appealed for a boys'
dormitory, because he felt that it would have a more
concrete appeal, since she had two sons, and one Herbert (Jimmie) had been a student in the school.
Mrs. Ferguson told him that she did not know
whether they could give all the funds for a building or
not, but assured him that they would probably make a
very substantial donation. She bade them goodnight
about midnight and told President Sandefer that she
would pray that he would find his brother better. When
he arrived in Dallas he found his brother improved,
but he was suffering so acutely himself that he had a
specialist examine him and was informed that he would
have to have an operation immediately. The strain to
which the president had subjected himself for so many
years was bound to reach a climax of some form. No
constitution can survive a continuous mental and nervous strain. He was operated on that day, the twentyeighth of January, and the following telegram was printed
in a local paper:
"Successful operation performed. Resting well. No
danger."
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The period following the operation was a long and
trying one. The president had always led an active life
and having to be confined to his bed was almost more
than he could bear.
About two weeks after the operation he received a
telegram from Mr. Ferguson to the effect that Mrs.
Ferguson had passed away. He immediately responded
with a telegram to Mr. Ferguson, and his boys, carrying
his deepest sympathy and prayers for them in that sad
hour.
As soon as he was sufficiently recuperated, he wrote
a personal letter to Mr. Ferguson conveying further his
sympathy and love in his hours of bereavement, and told
him of the conversation that he had with Mrs. Ferguson
on the night when he was in Wichita Falls on his way to
Dallas.
Hundreds of letters and telegrams conveying tenderest greetings of love and appreciation f ound their way
into the hospital room of the president during the days
of his convalescence. The following article appeared
in the Simmons1 Brand.
The Editor's Note: March the thirteenth was President Sandefer's birthday. Below is an article printed in the
Stephenville Empire, which relates to our president's birthday
exactly ten years ago.
MANY BIRTHDAY CARDS SENT PRESIDENT
SANDEFER IN BAYLOR HOSPITAL
Inasmuch as President J. D. Sandefer of Simmons
College, Abilene, was once superintendent of the Stephenville
public schools, and later was president of John Tarleton
College, the following special from Abilene, dated March the
fifteenth, will doubtless be of interest to some of the Empire's
readers.
Receiving almost five hundred birthday cards in one
mail on his birthday was the experience recently of President
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and would give more if the president could not procure
the total amount required elsewhere.
The building was started in a few weeks and it was
not long until the fifty thousand dollars were exhausted.
The president was not yet strong and was not able to do
a great deal of active work in soliciting funds for the
continuance of the building. He worried about the
matter for days and tried to think of some friend to help
him out. Reluctantly he went to Wichita Falls to see
Mr. Ferguson again. Mr. Ferguson was most generous
and agreed to give him an additional fifty thousand
dollars. This made a gift of one hundred thousand
dollars from Mr. Ferguson and his sons for the dormitory.
Ferguson Hall (name given the building) was built
on the Oxford plan with separate entries and suites of
rooms, bedroom, study, and bath, to accommodate in the
best manner about one hundred twenty-five men.
There is a bronze tablet on the front wall face, which
bears the following inscription:
Erected by W. P. Ferguson and sons, Jasper and Herbert, in loving memory of wife and mother and dedicated to
Christian Education.

When completed the building cost approximately
one hundred eighty thousand dollars. Mr. Caldwell,
president of the board, secured enough money, in the
form of a loan, from Breck Walker of Breckenridge
to finish it. He and the board secured the loan by
promising three-fourths of the income from the hall until
the note was liquidated.
On June the sixth, President Sandefer returned to
the Baylor Hospital for more rest, as his few days at
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given in vain. Simmons College was ready to have her
name added to the list of universities in the State of
Texas.
The foundation agreement between Dr. James B. Simmons and the trustees of Simmons College, which was accepted
by the trustees in 1891, provided that the name of the institution should be changed from "Simmons College" to "Simmons University," "if the growth of said college hereafter
shall warrant it." In pursuance of the provision, the trustees
of the college, believing that "the growth of said college warranted it," voted to change the name from "Simmons College"
to "Simmons University." The necessary amendment to the
article was duly filed with the Secretary of State and the
transition of the institution from college to university was
formally announced on Commencement Day, Thursday, June
the fourth, 1925, its legal title thus becoming "Simmons
University."

