4. Pioneering With Simmons College

Two men trod the way of life:
The first, with downcast eye;
The second, with an eager face
Uplifted to the sky.
He who gazed upon the ground
Said, "Life is dull and gray,"
But he who looked unto the stars
Went singing on his way.9

While serving his first year as president of John
Tarleton College President Sandefer had requests from
numerous colleges within the state to come to them as
their president. Some five or six of them had representatives who pressed him constantly to make a change.
Perhaps the school that had the most enthusiastic
representatives working for it was the school mentioned
in chapter two. This school was named Simmons College and was located in Abilene, Texas.10
'Baptist Standard, May 5, 1927, "Vision" by Blanche Collier.
10
James B. Simmons A Foundation Builder, Mac Arthur, Robert
Stuart. Simmons College was named for Dr. James B. Simmons
of New York City. He was known as a foundation builder. He
gave the school quite a lot of money and it was the tenth college
that he had helped build. He wanted to name it Christlieb College,
or the "College of Christ's Love," but the trustees insisted on
naming it for him.
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President Sandefer was a Baptist and he had shown
himself to be one of the outstanding Baptist laymen of
Texas. He never hesitated where there was an issue
involved, and although he was serving as the president of
a state school, he demanded that all his teachers be
Christians and personally examined each and every one
of them before he would accept his application.
He had shown himself to be a fighter, no matter
what the cause, so long as he was on the right side.
Simmons College was a Baptist school and it needed this
man—a dreamer—yet an intensely practical man. He
was a man who met everyone on a common democratic
level, and who carried himself with the bearing of an
aristocrat.
Back of the building of every great institution, every
community, and every life "there is a reason." True
greatness, in whatever sphere one finds it, is always
attained at great cost. Institutions and communities,
like men, have ''souls," identities, personalities, and
these are the heritage of the men who build them. The
backers of Simmons College in this early day knew all
this—they must secure this man.
Sometime about the middle of July 1909, Dr. L. R.
Scarborough, former pastor of the First Baptist Church
of Abilene, and Dr. C. C. Coleman, pastor of the church
at that time, went to Stephenville at the request of the
trustees of Simmons College and telephoned for a conference with President Sandefer. He invited them out
to his apartment in the girls' new dormitory. They
stayed until midnight trying to convince him and his
wife that they owed it to the denomination to resign
their position at John Tarleton College and accept the
presidency of Simmons College.
During the hours of the conference many prayers
were uttered, yet neither the president nor his wife was
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impressed in the least with this new field for service
that these men portrayed.
Dr. Scarborough and Dr. Coleman caught the midnight train for Abilene after they had sought in every
possible way to show President and Mrs. Sandefer that
the Lord had sent them on their mission.
Some two or three days later President Sandefer
received a letter telling him that he had been unanimously elected president of Simmons College and urged
him to pay Abilene a visit and look the situation over.
President Sandefer says, "I felt that it was a matter of
courtesy to the board that I accept their invitation for
the visit."11
"Sandefer, President J. D., Personal Letter, dated July 10, 1909.
Excerpts: Dear Bro. Sandefer.
The trustees of Simmons College very enthusiastically adopted
the recommendations of the Committee last night and thus tendered
you the presidency of the college.
We are writing you this joint letter to assure you of the deepening and settled conviction in all of our hearts that God has led us
in our choice in this very vital kingdom matter. There are a number
of incidents pointing to providential leadings. Also the unquestioned spiritual impressions in our hearts after most earnest prayer
give us strong proof that God is directing you to a life investment
in this great educational plant and to a large leadership in this
mighty kingdom force.
It appears to us that all the circumstances surrounding Simmons now are but God's voice calling for just such a man as you are.
We feel that your strong life can meet all the demands
of this high place of service. God has had you in training for this
gospel throne. You now face a call of Providence opening to you
destiny's door. This great force turns to you with one heart and
calls for your help at the president's high place of leadership. We
only ask that you see all the facts and follow God's directions.
May he give you a clear vision of duty and open the
way for your worthy life to follow his will,
Yours in love and prayer,
C. C. COLEMAN, L. R. SCARBOROUGH

I
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He came to Abilene and was met by a committee
from the Board of Trustees and was taken out to the
Simmons College campus and shown through. President
Sandefer confides, "I confess that I never saw three
small brick buildings, one frame building, and three small
brick shacks, in which boys stayed, in a more run-down
and dilapidated condition. I do not think there was a
chair in any classroom that was not an old-fashioned,
cane-bottom chair. There was not even a president's
office, merely a corner designated as such, in the socalled library in the main building."
The committee drove him about town, further
emphasizing points of interest, such as their two hospitals and the State Epileptic Asylum. Later, they took
him to the George L. Paxton home for the evening meal.
He says, "I remember that Mrs. Paxton had prepared a
very excellent and appetizing chicken dinner and I greatly enjoyed the meal. Incidentally, the present Mrs.
Weaver Moore was the baby in the family and she was
placed in her little baby chair to my right and I remember vividly that I thought she was the prettiest baby
that I had ever seen with the exception of my own."
After the meal all the other local board members
came in and they were seated in a semi-circular position
on the front porch of the Paxton home.12 They asked
President Sandefer to take the seat in the apex of the
triangular set-up. Dr. Scarborough and Dr. Coleman
led in selling him the idea of accepting the presidency
and pointed out very vividly the possibilities of Christian
education in contrast with state education. President
Sandefer would counter from time to time and tell
"Local board members at that time were: Judge K. K.
Leggett, chairman; George I,. Paxton, J. H. Parramore, C. W.
Merchant, Dr. R. T. Hanks, C. C. Coleman, L. R. Scarborough,
Jessie Scott, George Anderson, Tohn M. Cowden, C. W. Cowden,
Dr. J. C. Burkett, and Eugene Wood.
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them of his challenging position at John Tarleton College ; that it was a state school and he chose his faculty and had the same standards and ideals of a Christian
institution. Then other members of the board would
offer their arguments. They were all very generous in
their promises, in fact much more generous than they
were ever able to fulfil. Somehow they just could not
get their ideas over to this forty-one-year-old man.
They would argue a while and then either Dr. Scarborough or Dr. Coleman would lead in prayer; after
this had gone on until two in the morning and they were
all becoming weary President Sandefer, unguardedly,
said, "If you will adjourn and let me get some sleep, I
might feel differently toward accepting your presidency."
They misunderstood him wholly. They seemed to
think that he had accepted. They began shaking him
by the hand and thanking and praising the Lord and
closed with a very fervent series of prayers. One cannot
imagine the type of complex in which he found himself.
He did not have the courage to tell them that they had
misunderstood him. The meeting was dismissed with a
fervent farewell and "God bless you."
He was put to bed in the Paxton home, and it is
needless to say he did not sleep.
The train went "East" early the next morning and
he slipped away toward his beloved friends in John
Tarleton College, wondering what he should say to them
and wondering whether or not he could get the board
there to release him. When he reached home he was
met by a committee of students and friends and he told
them something of what he had been through.
He called the local board members together and
asked them to look at the matter from an unselfish point
of view, if possible, and take into account the next thirty
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or forty years of his future and advise him what to do.
At first each one said, "You must not think of going."
After discussing the situation two or three hours, one of
the trustees, not a Christian, said, "Mr. President, it
will ruin John Tarleton College for you to leave, and no
friend loves you more than I do; however, that is supposed to be a Christian institution and you stand for the
highest in the field of Christianity, and I am not going
to advise you further against accepting it." The others
finally came to the same point of view and that threw the
responsibility wholly upon him.
He says in discussing the situation, "It almost broke
my heart to do it, but I called the State Superintendent,
Mr. Cousins, over the telephone, as he was secretary of
the state board, and cited briefly the situation." After
some moments hesitation, Mr. Cousins said, "It looks
like a larger field for service and the Governor and I will
not prevent your accepting. Whom would you recommend to take your place?" President Sandefer said,
"I recommend E. D. Jennings, my assistant."
At the close of the conversation he wired Judge
K. K. Leggett, chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Simmons College, his acceptance and agreed to be in
Abilene the following Sunday to spend the day, prior to
starting on a visit to Portland, Oregon, to see his mother
and father, who had moved to Oregon in 1908. He had
informed the board concerning his contemplated visit
and they had insisted that he make the trip to see his
parents, which meant he could not take up his duties
with Simmons College before the middle of August.
The first Sunday that he spent in Abilene, he spoke
in the First Baptist Church, in the old church building
which was used before the present structure was erected.
He spoke at both the morning and the evening hours.
He says, "I shall never forget how embarrassed I was
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when I looked out over the audience and saw my predecessor, Dr. O. H. Cooper."13
"I have said before that, to me, Dr. Cooper was the
highest personality in the field of religious and liberal
arts education whose life I ever touched.
"I literally quaked the following morning when
someone brought a copy of the Abilene Reporter to my
room and I opened it and saw that there was a page or
more of my Sunday morning address. I had no idea that
there was a reporter present. I had, as on all but one
subsequent occasion, spoken entirely without outline or
notes."
The following article was published at this time by
Charles B. Williams, formerly President Sandefer's pastor:
A PERSONAL WORD ABOUT SIMMONS'
NEW PRESIDENT
I was surprised and saddened to hear of the resignation
of Dr. Cooper as president of Simmons College. But when
I read in tie Evangel a few days later that the trustees had
elected President Sandefer of John Tarleton College as his
successor, I felt that the future of Simmons College was as
bright as morning when the sun is climbing a cloudless sky.
As President Sandefer's pastor for nearly three years, I
wish to make a few personal observations on him.
His PERSONALITY
He is not of corporal physique, but still he is commanding
in appearance. One cannot remain in his presence long without feeling that he was born to lead—not as an imperious
master, but as an irresistible, sympathizing friend.
13

Previous presidents of Simmons College were: Reverend
W. C. Friley, A. M., 1892-94; Dr. G. O. Thatcher, Ph. D., 1894-98;
Dr. O. C. Pope, 1898-1901; Reverend C. J. Hairfield, A. M., 1901-02;
Dr. O. H. Cooper, 1902-09.

JEFFERSON DAVIS SANDEFER
1909
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He is a man of convictions and brave enough to utter
them whatever it may cost him. He is impelled by a courage
that fears no foe or force that fights or frustrates his cherished
purposes and plans.
He is no aristocrat. He is a plain man of the people.
"The common people hear him gladly."
A TEACHER
I have seen him teach a class—Sunday school, in the
Baptist Young People's Union, and also in his department in
college. He always has something to say. He arrests and
holds the attention of all pupils, whether young men or young
women. He held and developed in my Sunday school one of
the largest classes I ever saw—a church of four hundred members. He is a powerful, vivacious teacher. No pupil wants
to miss anything he says, and certainly none wants to miss
anything he asks in the quiz. He is thorough in his preparation. I was struck with his method of bringing in an illustration from another historian when teaching a class in history concerning Napoleon's campaigns. This caught the
class and gave them broader views than they could have
formed by slavishly following the textbook.
As AN ADMINISTRATOR
I have seen him face the most difficult problems of
discipline. He never flinched. He always won. This is
perhaps his forte. He is pre-eminently a wise, safe, firm,
yet loving administrator.
The college braggart or dude trembles in his presence.
All who come under him soon find that he stands for work and
order, and these he must have.
As A CAMPAIGNER
He is of pleasing address and captures the country
people wherever he goes. Yes, the town people, too, who are
worth capturing. For several summers he took the field for
John Tarleton and brought in students by the dozens, scores,
and even hundreds. This college had less than one hundred
students when he became president, but in one year he had
run the matriculation up to two hundred and fifty. I have
also seen him take the stump for prohibition and help score a
victory.
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As A CHRISTIAN
Though he taught in a non-sectarian college where I was
a pastor, I could count on him in all the church work. He
taught in Sunday school, in Baptist Young People's Union,
and was even elected deacon and became a loyal, efficient
officer in the Baptist church while teaching in a non-sectarian
college. I commend him to Pastor Coleman for honest, successful service.
Yea, Simmons College is to be congratulated in securing
as president, Professor J. D. Sandefer. Baptists of the West,
stand by him in your prayers, patronage, and purses. If you
do, you will be prouder still of Simmons College. I commend,
unreservedly and cordially, to the Baptists of Abilene, to
Simmons College friends and patrons, to the host of West
Texas Baptists, Professor J. D. Sandefer, the new president
of Simmons College.
CHARLES B. WILLIAMS

The subsequent article was given to the press by the
Baptist pastor of Stephenville at the time of President
Sandefer's resignation.
SIMMONS' NEW PRESIDENT—AN APPRECIATION FROM HIS PASTOR
I want to say a word of appreciation of Simmons' new
president, Professor J. D. Sandefer. The first word is that
he is a sure enough man person. This will be welcome news
to parents, for in your president you will have a rare specimen of noble manhood. Sandefer is the very kind of a man
that I want my boy to get his ideal of manhood from. He is
so clean in his inner and outer life, so transparently genuine,
that his very presence makes a young man feel like being and
doing his very best.
Sandefer is a born leader of men. He leads without
seeking leadership, because you just naturally fall in line with
him—there is something about the man that grips your confidence so that you feel perfectly sure he is right. This explains his marvelous grip in this section on both parents and
pupils. Simmons can rest assured of the fact that she has a
man for president whose legs are long enough to reach the
stirrups.
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I feel keenly his loss, but I rejoice that he is to throw
the force of his magnificent personality and equipment into
the work of the denomination.
GILES

C. TAYLOR

The following excerpt was taken from the Stephenville Empire under the heading, "Tarleton College Letter," written by Elzy D. Jennings, President Sandefer's
successor:
To the Citizens of Erath County:
In the course of human affairs men are moved by various
causes or reasons to make business changes and seek fields
more inviting to themselves, leaving their places to be filled
by others who may be chosen to assume the responsibilities
laid down. If the work is a needed one and the compensation
is forthcoming the place will soon be filled.
John Tarleton College yields to Simmons College and
furnishes them with a president and extends congratulations
upon their placing at the head of their institution such a
president as will be found in Professor J. D. Sandefer, who for
the past year has so well served the interests of John Tarleton
College.

We have the following story from one of President
Sandefer's ministerial students.
SOME WORDS CONCERNING SIMMONS'
NEW PRESIDENT
As a student of the college, and one that loves every
brick in her walls, I desire to express my heart thoughts concerning our new President, J. D. Sandefer.
I first knew Professor Sandefer eight years ago. He
had just been elected a teacher in John Tarleton College,
and was preparing to leave Granbury, where he had served
very acceptably as superintendent of the city schools for some
time. I was then entering upon my work as pastor of the
Granbury Church, in which church Professor Sandefer held
his membership. He won me on first sight.
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It was my privilege to often come in touch with him.
I well remember an address he made in my pulpit while on
a visit to Granbury.
It was my pleasure to visit him and his splendid wife
in their home in Stephenville and to be in the splendid school
of John Tarleton which he has helped so greatly to build,
and address the student body, and while there I found that
the boys and girls of that institution had an unfailing friend
in Professor Sandefer, one who was ever ready to enter into
sympathy with them and to lend whatsoever aid possible to
help them in their preparation for the battles of life.

I have watched the growth of this young educator for
these years, with ever increasing pride and joy. I have often
wished I might come more in contact with him. In a private
letter I said, "I wish we might lay hold on you for Simmons
some day." How little I knew that so soon my wish would
live in reality.
And now as a ministerial student in Simmons College
I bespeak for President Sandefer the unstinted loyalty of
every preacher in college, and I am sure the ministerial and
missionary students of the college, along with every other
student, will find in President Sandefer a real friend—one who
shall count it the highest joy to help them in their struggles
for real knowledge and honest preparation for life's duties
and responsibilities.
Personally, I hail his coming to Abilene and to Simmons
with a happy hailing. My prediction is that Simmons is
entering upon an era of good things,—great things. Dr.
Cooper has contributed the best of his great life to Simmons.
President Sandefer will find it easy to build on such a foundation as Dr. Cooper has laid.
My heart appeals to all old students and to all prospective
students that we shall renew our hopes and aspirations for
Simmons and throw ourselves without reservation into the
making of Simmons what it ought to be, and what it soon
shall be, under the magic touch of our new leader, and the
blessing of God.
JOHN

P. HARDESTY

/

Just before the opening of the first semester of school
the new president issued a message to the citizenship of
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Abilene and West Texas in the form of an open letter.
It reads:
TO THE FRIENDS AND PATRONS OF
SIMMONS COLLEGE14
First, of all, I should say, that in accepting the presidency of Simmons College, it shall be my first desire and
ambition, through the strong faculty you have given me, to
strive to maintain for Simmons that high standard of intellectual and Christian efficiency contemplated by its founder,
and set by my worthy predecessor.
To this end we invite your counsel, your vital and economic support, your sympathy, and your prayers. We intend
to give you the best that is in us; no one can do more.
The outlook for Simmons, the ensuing year, as I see it,
is flattering in the extreme, but as you are aware, many sections of our state are feeling keenly the effects of the drought,
and from these sections especially are coming many appeals
from young men and young women whose lives are on fire
with the desire for an education, and for better equipment
for service. They do not want something for nothing, but
they want places where they can render some kind of honorable service in whole or in part, for their board. Will not
many of you who are able, notify us at once, of your willingness to aid one of these young people in his desire to fit
himself for the real duties of life? In doing so, you are
rendering a really great service to the world.
It has become a truism that many of our greatest statesmen, ministers, teachers, and other public benefactors have
come up through just this kind of effort and sacrifice.
You will pardon the personal reference, but had not
a noble business man, of limited means, come to the rescue
of a struggling country boy during the drought of 1887 in
14

Simmons College was established October 17, 1890. O. W.
Stephens and Associates gave $5,000 and sixteen acres of land, for
the present site of the school, in Abilene, Texas. Subsequent
additions of nineteen and of five acres increased the total acreage
to forty. A favorite nickname for Hardin-Simmons University
is "The forty acres." The cornerstone of the first building was
laid on July 4, 1891. A portion of the north wall of this building
still stands,—incorporated in today's Science Hall.
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Texas, Simmons College would no doubt have had a better
president than the one she has now, but she certainly would
not have had the one she has now.
Those of you who are really able to place your sons and
daughters in college, but who feel that you are not, will pardon
me for reminding you of the fact, that there are few people
who would not make any financial sacrifice in the present,
even to the extent of borrowing money at a bank and paying
a high rate of interest, if in doing so they were reasonably
sure of large returns. How many of you have sons and
daughters whose futures will be determined by what you do
for them this year?
Can you afford not to make the same sacrifice for them
you would make in the face of a real inviting financial proposition?
The supreme test of a parent's or guardian's fitness to
rear sons and daughters is his desire and his willingness to
sacrifice for them at this formative and turning point in their
lives, when their all is in balance.
It will be a joy and a genuine delight to the faculty of
Simmons College to assist you or your children in helping
them to become really great men or great women, worthy
of their splendid traditions and ancestry.
When we can serve you, write us, phone us, or call on
us, and let's get on, and stay on common ground in this
greatest work of saving to God and to the state, the youth
of our country, who in the end cannot but rise up and call us
blessed.
Yours for service,
J. D. SANDEFER

President Sandefer admits that he does not know
why he came to Simmons College. True, strong scholastic foundations were being laid by his predecessor,
Dr. O. H. Cooper, and some of the hardest years had been
weathered before his coming. Yet, Simmons College
had no literary standing of note in 1909. It was probably
due to the fact that the physical equipment was so limited
and likewise the library. The college was not even a
member of the State Association of Colleges and Uni-
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versities. President Sandefer had little to encourage
him to great accomplishments as he took his position.
The divine hand that had so unerringly guided his
destiny so far caused the new president to see a vision
of a mighty empire of the West, with a great university
to guide the destinies of the thousands of young lives
who might come the Simmons way. He saw a section
larger than the New England states, that would one day
be able to support a great university.
None of the layout which is seen today—one which
has been termed ideal by many leading school men of
Texas—had taken form in 1909.
At this early period President J. D. Sandefer, the
dreamer, visualized the "horseshoe drive" as it is today.
He saw the new buildings here and there around the
drives; he saw more trees, shrubs, concrete walks, graveled drives, and other improvements. True, he saw and
is still seeing some things that have not yet become
realities. But many of them have been realized.
There had to be created in the great West a positive,
dynamic, and constructive denominational and educational atmosphere about the school. After President
Sandefer had been connected with the school a brief
time he learned that a few faculty members and students
had gone away and left unpaid bills, due the local merchants. Naturally, it took sometime to mold solidarity
of public opinion around the school, that in a way made
it a challenge to some of the business interests.
On Wednesday, September the eighth, 1909, Simmons College had its seventeenth opening. This was the
first opening after President Sandefer took the guiding
reins of the college in his capable hands. He made what
he called some announcements, which were in reality a
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speech, and said some plain things to the student body,
one of which was that there was to be no cigaret smoking, swearing, and so forth on the campus. He asked
for the hearty support of the students and spoke glowingly of the future of Simmons College. The students,
some three hundred strong, and the friends of the college then sang "All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name."
On Sunday morning after school had opened on
Wednesday morning, Reverend C. C. Coleman delivered
the Simmons convocation sermon at the First Baptist
Church. His text was: "What is that in thine hand?"
and he said, "A rod." We have the following brief and
revealing excerpt from this address:
"What hast thou in thy hand, Noble College in whose
name we meet to-day at the Saviour's feet? What hast thou
in thy hand, Simmons College; an influence that will mold
life, body, mind, and soul?
"Oh use it for God, Mr. President; it is not the stuffing
of minds but the molding of life that you are called to do.
Consecrate the influence to God.
"I mean no irreverence when I say that I pray to-day
that heaven's lightning will strike Simmons College and burn
her buildings down to the dust, if heresy ever creeps into the
atmosphere of this noble school."

The citizens of Abilene knew they had chosen the
right man for the presidency of their school. They
knew that he would never falter, and every person sitting
in the audience that Sunday morning knew that Dr.
Coleman's admonition would be followed both in precept and in example by this young president, who was
occupying a pew to the right and just in front of the
speaker.
William Jennings Bryan was a speaker in Abilene
on the sixteenth of September, brought to the city by
the Women's Temperance Union, and it was President J.
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D. Sandefer's happy privilege to renew old acquaintance
with him and introduce him to the people of Abilene,
where he was now one of their leading citizens.
More than sixty percent of the students enrolled in
the school at the time President Sandefer came to it
were in the academy department, and this was true
during his first few years of service with the institution.
The reader must hold in mind that conditions at that
time (twenty-nine years ago) were far different from
conditions today. Abilene was a small city of from six
thousand to eight thousand people, with few paved
streets and conditions at the college were, in every way,
far from inviting.
On the night of his equivocal acceptance, he had it
definitely understood that he was never to be expected to
raise any money for the school. His conception of anyone asking for money during that period of his life was
that he or she was quite on the level of the ordinary
beggar. The board promised him that if he would
accept their presidency, a field representative would be
secured and that responsibility would not be his.
He found, however, in a short while, that he had
not only a most excellent and sympathetic board, but
that each one was a busy man. He learned that they
did not have time to do a lot of things that a board
less busy might do. He did not wish to worry his board,
or his friends, but he knew that if the school did not get
more buildings, more monies for current expenses, and
more endowment it had absolutely no chance to survive.
He felt keenly the conviction that if money were to be
had for the school, the president would have to lead in
raising it. He concluded that the worry and trouble of
securing individual gifts would have to be undertaken
personally. He, therefore, set out to build in this undeveloped empire a constituency of sympathetic and
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praying friends, to the end that an atmosphere be created,
where those enjoying it could easily be induced to assist
the school by gifts, large or small.
He had much to learn about Baptist schools and
Baptist work. He was told by several members of the
board that Simmons College must never become a part
of what was known at that time as the Correlated
School System among Baptists. He was told that the
general policy of the school system was to keep it out of
debt. (The Correlated School System was organized
for the purpose of paying the debts of Baptist Colleges.)
The position of the board members was, that should
Simmons come into the system, not owing any money,
it would never get any money until the debts off all the
other schools were paid, and this would likely never be
done. This point of view naturally accentuated President Sandefer's leading in building a school, without its
being a part of the Correlated System and at the same
time co-operating with the Correlated System in such
detail as to prevent any criticism from those connected
with the Correlated program.
In November of his first fall with Simmons College
President Sandefer and Reverend C. C. Coleman attended the Baptist General Convention of Texas which
met in Fort Worth. President Sandefer was elected
one of the vice-presidents of the organization. In an
interview with the press Reverend Coleman said, "His
address before the delegates was a masterpiece of diction and thought and made a favorable impression."
Forgetting the fact that he was not supposed to
raise money for this college, President Sandefer began
planning for one of the new buildings that was soon to
appear on the campus. Of course, they needed many
buildings at this early date, but it seemed that a Girls'
Industrial Home was needed most. If they could get
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a building of this type on the campus, girls could come
to school and stay in a supervised dormitory, and do
their own housekeeping, and with a very small outlay of
money, spend some four years in the college and ultimately receive a Bachelor of Arts degree.
The first thing they did toward a furtherance of
their idea was to publish a letter in the local paper
setting out their needs, the approximate cost of the
building when finished, and the date they hoped to
start on the project. The letter was signed by President
J. D. Sandefer, C. C. Coleman, Charles T. Ball, and Mrs.
Charles T. Ball. On March the twelfth, 1910, the contract was let for the building and work began in earnest.
In the early part of his first fall session with the
college the President was invited by his friends, Mr. and
Mrs. J. M. Higginbotham of Dublin, now of Dallas, to
fill the pulpit of the Dublin Baptist Church Sunday
morning and evening. He was entertained in their
beautiful home. After they returned from the evening
service these friends gave him a check for one thousand
dollars to be applied on the Girls' Industrial Home
(now known as Smith Hall).15 On the following Monday
morning, while he was still in Dublin, another friend of
his, B. M. Utterbeck, asked President Sandefer to take
lunch with him and his wife. He accepted and at the
close of the meal they gave him a check for five hundred
dollars. These were the first two gifts that he received
for the school after he became president.
Dr. C. T. Ball and Dr. W. F. Fry raised considerable money to be used for the erection of this home and
after two or three years it was completed and paid
15

The building was named Smith Hall in honor of Reverend
George W. Smith, D. D., who as pastor of the First Baptist Church
of Abilene, and President of the original Board of Trustees, contributed largely to the establishment of the college.
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for. Judge and Mrs. C. M. Caldwell16 of Breckenridge,
Texas, now of Abilene, made the final payments on it
and the notes were burned. President Sandefer says,
"I do not recall, if I ever knew, the amount of their
contribution."
The five acre tract of land on which Smith Hall
was erected was donated to the college by Mr. Frank
Graham of Snyder, Texas. When completed the building cost about fifty thousand dollars, and is a handsome
two story brick building with basement.
On April the sixteenth, 1910, the cornerstone of the
First Baptist Church, which is in use today, was laid
and Jefferson Davis Sandefer presided for the meeting.
This was a joyous occasion for the local Baptists. If
they were going to build a big school, they felt they needed
a larger and finer church in which to train the students on
Sunday.
May the eighteenth, 1910, President Sandefer was
re-elected president of the school, and on the front page
of the local paper we find such a heading as ' 'Eminent
School Man Will Once More Be in Charge of Education
at Simmons College." This does not appear again
through the years because President Sandefer and Simmons College gradually became as one. Quoting from
the write-up under the above mentioned head:
The president's report was very gratifying to the Board
of Trustees and showed that the years 1909-1910, were among
the best in the history of the college. The attendance has
been large through the entire session, the work up to high
standards and harmonious in every way.
16

Judge and Mrs. CM. Caldwell reside at seven hundred and
nine Orange Street, Abilene, Texas. Judge Caldwell was for many
years president of the Hardin-Simmons University Board of Trustees
and is still a member of the board and one of the University's most
loyal and devoted supporters. Mr. Caldwell is one of the city's
most outstanding citizens and capitalists.
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Their new president was not only a dreamer, he was
a builder. At the same time the announcement appeared concerning his re-election another announcement
was made to the effect that the administration building
would be refurnished, repapered, painted and kalsomined, and put in the best condition. One might think
that the changes in the school during his first year
were a natural consequence, born of new blood, but this
was not to be true. Simmons was to grow more and
more, faster and faster through the subsequent years.
The first year President Sandefer was connected
with the college, the State Teachers' Convention met in
Abilene; he invited a committee from the organization
out to see the plant, and indicated some improvements
that were to be made at once. The following year,
1911, the school was accepted as a member of the
Standard Colleges of Texas.
In July of their first summer in Abilene, President
and Mrs. Sandefer went to Boston, Massachusetts, to
attend the National Education Association. He was
selected, from forty Texas delegates to the association,
to represent the state in the Senate Council. The duty
of the Senate Council was to recommend a president for
the association, and their decision had been rejected only
once in forty years. There were from fifteen to twenty
thousand delegates in attendance at the convention.
President Sandefer was planting the seed for future
national recognition of his school.
However, the road to success was not to be an easy
one; there were to be thousands of pitfalls along the
way that would have daunted and dulled the courage of
many a man of lesser faith. From Lucretia Leverton
Sandefer had come that faith and from Samuel Sandefer
that Irish pluck and courage. Unfortunately there are
many jealous and narrow-minded people in the world.

104

Jefferson Davis Sandefer

Along with those dear souls who wanted Simmons College to grow, there were those who were jealous of the
progress the school was making. Just before school was
to open in the fall of 1911, the president received a
letter from Truscott, Texas, telling him that a report
was being circulated to the effect that people were dying
of typhoid fever in Abilene each day.
In an interview in the paper President Sandefer
replied:
It is very hard to preserve a Christian spirit when these
reports are circulated. Simmons College has a great future,,
has worked tirelessly to upbuild itself, and it is distressing to>
lose students on such flagrant misstatements as these.

In spite of this and other stories circulated, Simmons College opened her doors with an increase in the
number of students at the beginning of the fall semester.
During the spring and summer of the year 1911,,
the president was kept busy making commencement
speeches for different high schools and delivering prohibition talks in this part of the state. The last few
days of the month of April he spoke on prohibition and
education in Haskell, Knox, and Baylor Counties. He
delivered the commencement address before the senior
class of Haskell High School, spoke at Temple, Baylor
County, and at Goree on statewide prohibition. He
reported that the sentiment for statewide prohibition
was growing.
The fight has not been won, however; there are lots of
local optionists, who are opposed to statewide prohibition
merely because they have not studied the situation. But
everywhere I go I find the prohibition sentiment growing and
believe we will rid this grand old state of saloons.

He was invited to go to Gordon and address a mass
meeting. One of the leading lawyers in that county,

..
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Judge W. P. Gibbs, who had been a legislator for several
years asked him for a division of time. The debate was
held in a big rural community north of Gordon, Texas.
The President and Judge Gibbs were to speak an hour
each. Judge Gibbs was to have fifteen minutes and
President Sandefer was to have ten minutes for rejoinders.
Judge Gibbs was a very popular man, Irish in his
background and exceedingly clever on the platform.
In the President's ten minutes rejoinder he drew
a description of the three or four saloons in the town
near by and (as on a previous occasion many years before
this) he drew a verbal picture of the drunks who sat
around on their porches and indulged in their filthy
stories and poured out their vomit while their wives
took in washing to keep them and their children off the
breadline.
He drew a picture of Christ's returning to the earth
and taking part in the election the following Saturday.
He turned to his opponent and asked him if he should
meet the Son of man on his way to the ballot box, and
he should accompany him, would he still vote to perpetuate the conditions that existed in that town or community and throughout the earth. He asked further
that if Christ should vote as he did, could he still get
down on his knees and say his prayers to one who had
cast his vote with him.
When he had concluded this peroration, this distinguished and youthful citizen jumped to his feet and
told his neighbors that if they would forgive him in his
effort to defend the liquor traffic he would never again
attempt to make a speech in defense of the saloons.
Women and mothers sobbed aloud and cried for joy and
the county was carried for prohibition.
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President Sandefer went from there to Mingus and
then to Strawn. On his return he said:
I wish I could impress on the pros of this part of the
state the necessity of staying wide awake and of going to the
polls on July the twenty-third.
I believe we have the fight won if only our people
will not become indifferent and not vote. The cities are
splendidly organized and will cast their total strength July
the twenty-second.
During the last nine days, I have delivered sixty addresses in fourteen counties, speaking to no less than twentyfive thousand people and I find this part of Texas solidly for
prohibition. I hope we can carry our section by a four to one
ratio. The only counties which I have visited that are, in
my opinion, doubtful, are Callahan, Palo Pinto, and Dickens,
although in Dickens the prohibition secretary, Jeff D. Reagan,
says the antis are whipped.

On August the twelfth, President Sandefer telegraphed acceptance of an invitation from W. T. Bartholomew, chairman of the Tom Green County Prohibition Association, to make an address advocating
statewide prohibition.
Sometime later he received a telegram from Judge
A. W. Hockenhall, a young attorney (later became
governor of New Mexico) of Clovis, New Mexico, asking him to come there and deliver some addresses in a
local option campaign in the county. He accepted and
a committee met him at the train and took him to a
hotel and told him that he had been scheduled to speak
three times in one day. As they started down the street
to the hotel President Sandefer passed a man whom he
recognized as his old trustee and saloon friend, George
Landers. He greeted President Sandefer most cordially
and told him that he was in the saloon business there,
but that he was planning to retire. He said that as
soon as he read in the papers that President Sandefer
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was to speak there, he went to the other saloonkeepers
in town and told them they might as well move. He
said he had invited them to come and hear the addresses.
The audiences were very large and generous and the
county eventually went dry and in keeping with his own
prophecy, George Landers moved across the border of
Texas into Oklahoma and went into the liquor business
there in a wet county and remained there until he died.
Toward the end of the year President Sandefer
went to New York and while there made his headquarters in the Robert S. Simmons' Home. Dr. Simmons was very anxious for President Sandefer to attend
the services of the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church with
the hope that he might see "Johnnie" Rockefeller, as he
called him. The elder John D. Rockefeller and James
B. Simmons (the founder of the school and father of
Robert S. Simmons) were great friends and Mr. Rockefeller gave Dr. Simmons considerable money for his
missionary objectives.
President Sandefer decided to attend the church
and tried to get Dr. Robert S. Simmons to go with him,
but Dr. Simmons insisted that he could not hear very
well and he would just stay home in his little room and
pray that the Simmons College President would get to
see "Johnnie."
Of course President Sandefer was sure that he would
never have such good luck as to meet Mr. Rockefeller,
Jr. When he arrived at the church, the usher seated
him temporarily near the door and told him that if
some of the regular communicants did not come by a
certain time he would place him closer to the minister.
After a few moments the usher showed him to a seat
near the middle of the fourth row, just in front of the
pulpit.
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After a song or two and the prayer, the usher reappeared and ushered a man in and seated him on President Sandefer's right. The president had seen Mr.
Rockefellers picture many times and he knew that
he was sitting by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the son of
Dr. Simmons' good friend. Mr. Rockefeller was alone.
He wore a tall silk hat, a long coat, and carried a gold
headed cane which he fumbled almost constantly while
the sermon was being delivered. President Sandefer
says, "I do not remember anything the preacher said,
as I was absorbed in every movement of Mr. Rockefeller."
When the basket was passed for the offering, Mr.
Rockefeller pulled a new one dollar bill out of his pocket
and dropped it in the basket, and the college president
dropped in his nickel.
After the sermon, the Lord's Supper was observed
and the sacraments were handed Mr. Rockefeller first
and he passed them to President Sandefer. When the
benediction was pronounced, Mr. Rockefeller turned
toward the aisle and President Sandefer touched him
on the elbow and remarked, "I am a stranger here in
the church and I want to know if Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., is in the audience this morning.'' Mr. Rockefeller's face brightened, and he said, "Yes, I am he."
Then President Sandefer said, "I am a visitor here from
Texas, a Baptist and president of a Baptist college
founded by a man who once belonged to this church."
Mr. Rockefeller said, "That is very interesting, whom
do you have in mind?" President Sandefer answered,
"Dr. James B. Simmons." He said, "Sure, I remember
the Simmons family and I remember them well. I am
glad to meet you. I hope you will attend other services
when you are in the city."
As they passed through the doorway, a woman
introduced herself to President Sandefer and asked,

I ^
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"Do you know whether or not Mr. Rockefeller was here
this morning?" President Sandefer replied, "Yes, that
was he who just passed through the doorway." She
said, "Oh! how disappointing, my party is from the
State of Washington and we came to this church to see
him, and you are the only one, it seems, who had the
pleasure of meeting him and having some words with him."
President Sandefer returned to the Simmons' Home
and Dr. Simmons called to him, before he reached the
top of the stairway, on the way to his room, and said,
"Did you get to see Johnnie?" President Sandefer replied, "Yes, I got to see him and introduced myself to
him." Dr. Simmons was elated and joyously cried,
"Good, I knew you would. I was in my room praying
all during the time the services were being conducted."
In the spring of 1912, President Sandefer was
elected Summer Normal Conductor to succeed Mr. E. V.
White, who had resigned. It was the consensus of
opinion among teachers of the city and county that it
was a most happy selection. "Just the thing," was the
usual answer to queries. The following statements by
President Sandefer were carried in the local paper:
I was surprised this morning upon my return to the
city from Stephens County, where I addressed the Teachers
and Trustees' Association, to be informed by a committee
that I had been chosen conductor of the Abilene Summer
Normal, and I am exceedingly grateful for the honor.
Simmons College Summer School and the Abilene
Normal will be, you might say, merged as Professor G. W.
Mullins and Professor Julius Olsen are in the faculty of the
summer normal and it is expected that Professor J. F.
McDonald and Professor J. A. Tolman will be added.
I am in the field a great deal and in touch with the
teachers of the West and I think I can show them the great
advantages given them by attending a Summer Normal conducted in connection with a high class college, as Simmons
College, and I have no doubt the Summer School will be
a great success under the able faculty that will be at the helm.
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Some three hundred teachers attended the Summer Normal and it was called a great success.
On April the seventh, 1912, we find an interesting
headline and letter appearing in the Abilene Reporter.
Quote:

"DR. SANDEFER HONORED BY
GOVERNOR O. B. COLQUITT"
State of Texas,
Executive Department
To all whom these presents shall come
Be it known that I, O. B. Colquitt, Governor of the
State of Texas, appreciating the high standing and reposing
special confidence in the integrity of Dr. J. D. Sandefer, of
Abilene, Texas, hereby appoint him delegate to represent the
State of Texas at the conference of Charities and Corrections
at Waco, Texas, April the fourteenth, 1912.

Along with his other duties the president was filling
pulpits on Sunday mornings. He spoke to the Oak
Street Baptist Church of Abilene on Sunday, April
the fourteenth. The subject of his address was "The
Forgotten Man." A large congregation heard the lecture and all joined in saying that it was a fine one, being
of the characteristic nature of Dr. Sandefer's speeches.
For the next few weeks he was busy traveling to and
from the plains of Texas delivering Sunday morning
addresses and commencement speeches. He told the
citizens of Abilene on his return that if they would
give Simmons a new building there was no doubt that
the school would grow by leaps and bounds.
In the summer he again visited Oregon and was the
guest for a few days of his mother and father and a
sister or two, who resided in Portland, Oregon. On his
return home he said that he was going to work with

President J. D. Sandefer on the occasion of his
twentieth wedding anniversary
December, 1913
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renewed energy and zeal, and all he asked was the kind
co-operation of the people. He said he felt sure that
Woodrow Wilson would be the next president of the
United States.
On the twenty-first opening of the school it was
announced that twenty-five thousand dollars had been
raised for the construction of a new forty thousand
dollar building. The Abilene Chamber of Commerce
was to raise all the money that was not otherwise raised.
Mr. E. B. Bynum was president, and Mr. Fred Wood
was secretary of the Chamber of Commerce at that time.
President Sandefer and Mr. Wood went together for
days and days canvassing the citizens of Abilene for
small gifts to make possible the building. There were
many contributions, but most all of them were small
gifts. The largest contributors were Mr. J. H. Parramore, who gave three thousand dollars, and Mr. C. W.
Merchant, who gave one thousand dollars. The building
was built of the finest red pressed brick, trimmed with
pure white columns at the front entrance. It was made
two stories high with a basement and had a seating
capacity of one thousand. The building was known as
Abilene Hall. Although several years old at the date of
this writing, it is still one of the most attractive buildings
on the campus.
When school opened the following September, the
building was ready and Simmons College had her twentysecond opening before the largest crowd that had ever
assembled for the opening of school. Dr. J. B. Cranfill
of Dallas was the principal speaker and was introduced
by President Sandefer. In introducing him, he called
attention to the work of the distinguished gentleman in
an eloquent manner and paid a high tribute of praise to
his life.
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In his address Dr. Cranfill said:

I want to speak a word about your president. I think
that Simmons College has one of the greatest presidents in
the world. I honor him as one of the truly great Christian
gentlemen of our nation. A man is not grown until he is
fifty-one years old and I can see great things ahead with such
a man as you have as president. I thank God for Sandefer.
O brethren, I glory in your work. I want to speak
a plain word this morning; I am glad that Simmons College
is not in the Correlation. My blood is in every school of the
system. I do not love these schools less when I tell you
I hope the day will never come when Simmons College will be
correlated. I glory in the thought that out here in West
Texas where the wind blows and the sun shines brightest,
Simmons College stands out alone unhampered by any state
convention, free and independent. I wonder if it is Baptist
blood in my veins that makes me feel that way about it. I
love the independence of the Baptist people.

At the close of the address, a collection was taken
for the finishing of the building. The collection amounted
to twenty-seven hundred dollars.
In January of the following year President Sandefer
was unanimously elected president of the Chamber of
Commerce which position he accepted for a term of one
month and which he agreed to hold indefinitely if there
was hearty and unified co-operation among the members.
Every member was very enthusiastic after the first
meeting and expressed the belief that President Sandefer's term of office would be one of the most successful
since the organization of the civic body.
During this year Simmons College really took a
stride forward under the capable and certain leadership
of her president. She made application for, and was
admitted into the Texas Intercollegiate Association, thus
assuring the school and town of some fairly good athletic
contests. She was placed in the list of the eight first-

Mrs. J. D. Sandefer on the occasion of her
twentieth wedding anniversary
December, 1913
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class colleges in the state in the oratorical contest for
the year. Among the teams that made up the aggregate were Baylor University, Southwestern University,
Texas Christian University, Austin College, Daniel Baker
College, Simmons College, and Texas University.
A campaign was started to raise two hundred
fifty thousand dollars for endowment and equipment.
Announcement was made that Reverend F. C. Dick and
Reverend John P. Hardesty, of Fort Worth, would
move to Abilene to help in the enterprise; and assist
President J. D. Sandefer, Dr. W. F. Fry and Reverend
A. J. Morgan.
President Sandefer has taken part in all political
campaigns in Texas for the past thirty or forty years,
when the prohibition question was dominant in the
party platform. He was the representative of Judge
Thomas H. Ball, of Houston, in his first campaign for
governor against James E. Ferguson. He engaged in
many debates and although his candidate lost, the school
gained many new students at the opening of the fall term
as a result of his activities. All his speeches were on a
high level and involved the youth of the state. He
states, "Although I have always opposed both Governor
James E. Ferguson and Mrs. Ferguson, Governor Ferguson has many times told me that he would support me
for governor of Texas and throw his newspaper support
to me. He says that I am one prohibition layman that
gave him a square deal—Ferguson's phrase—'Never hit
him below the belt."'
On August the ninth, 1914, the president gave out
the following interview:
I have, in the past six or eight weeks, been over a good
deal of Central and West Texas. I find people everywhere
I go talking about and planning to come to Simmons College
the ensuing year.
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I find several reasons for the extreme activity in the
field for Simmons. In the first place, I dare say that no
college in the land has a student group that evidences the same
degree of loyalty and enthusiasm for their college as ours does.
In the second place, parents are learning that there is
no college town in Texas so free from vice and temptation as
Abilene.
Again, the work of Simmons is recognized along with
the work of the other first-class colleges and universities of
the land.

Simmons opened that fall with a boom. Four
hundred students were enrolled for the first semester.
The president gave out the following interview:
You may say to the Reporter readers that Simmons
College has passed the experimental stage. It is a real college
of the first class. Let no one sound a low note. If all continue to work and to pull together, Simmons College is destined
to become a great institution, and its worthwhileness to Abilene, as a cultural and economic asset will certainly never be
questioned by anyone whose opinion would have any weight.

In November President Sandefer was again elected
one of the vice-presidents of the Baptist General Convention of Texas. Mr. M. H. Wolfe of Dallas, Texas,
and Judge O. S. Lattimore of Fort Worth, Texas, were
elected with him.
It was hard for the president to see why people of
Abilene would send their children off to other places to
school when they could get the same facilities at home.
By this time Simmons College ranked with the best
schools of the state and the work done in the school was
accepted at all the leading universities and colleges
throughout the land. It was much more reasonable for
them to attend school at home than to go to some highly
touted eastern school. The president said, " Patronizing
home industry is a great thing and I feel almost equal to
preaching a sermon on it."

William Jennings Bryan and Jefferson Davis Sandefer
June, 1915
"Commencement"
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In the summer of 1915, President Sandefer again
visited his mother and father in Portland, Oregon.
While in that vicinity he attended the World's Exposition at San Francisco and visited many institutions of
higher learning, looking over their plants and studying
their ideals. Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Radford and Mrs.
W. G. Swenson and family were fellow passengers on the
return trip. He came home highly elated over his survey and deeply imbued with the Simmons' spirit. Although his school plant could not in any way compare
with the others he had visited, he felt that he had ideals,
that they would never have, planted in this little school
in the West. He meant to see that these ideals were
carried out and hoped through them to bring students
and friends to his institution whose influence and money
would some day build the greatest Christian school in
the land.
Simmons College opened on September the thirteenth, 1915, with a big advance over the preceding
year. Honorable J. M. Wagstaff, of Abilene, was the
speaker and in a retrospective way called attention to the
day more than twenty years ago when he with Judge
K. K. Leggett, Colonel J. H. Parramore, and Colonel
C. W. Merchant laid the cornerstone of the first building
erected on the campus of Simmons College.
Colonel J. H. Parramore made the hit of the morning
after being called on by the audience. No man was more
popular before a crowd. He told his audience that he was not
going to give off much hot air because there had already been
plenty that morning. He said, "Simmons needs a new dormitory for the girls, and if Abilene will give thirty thousand
dollars, I will give ten thousand dollars."

After Mr. J. H. Parramore gave the ten thousand
dollars, Mr. C. W. Merchant gave three thousand dollars, and another friend gave two thousand dollars; that
made fifteen thousand dollars of the possible outlay of
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fifty thousand dollars already provided for. There was
great rejoicing at the close of the session as the personnel
of the school anticipated a beautiful dormitory adorning
their campus.
In November, after school had opened in September,
the president gave out another interview to the local
paper. The headlines were: "Sandefer says, 'I have
Planted My Life in Simmons College I"' He cited unanswerable arguments to show that Abilene should contribute to the building of a new dormitory for girls.
There are thousands of dollars going into Abilene
yearly for the support of our retail merchants. It seems to
me, therefore, that in justice to an interest that is manifestly
for the upbuilding of Abilene every merchant and property
owner cannot but assume an attitude of helpfulness toward
this proposition. In view of the fact that it has become
generally known over the West that this proposition has been
made, it will be practically impossible for me to enlist the
sympathies of friends of the college away from Abilene in our
efforts to procure other buildings, unless this challenge of
Colonel Parramore's should be met by our friends here.
Simmons College will have an annual enrollment this
year, including that of the Summer School and Summer
Normal of more than one thousand students. This, I repeat,
provides an economic stream flowing into Abilene throughout
the entire year of thousands of dollars; moreover no one
spending this money here is making a penny in our city.
It is conservative to say that ninety per cent of our
students are in Abilene solely because of Simmons College.
Simmons College asks for nothing save that which she deserves and merits at the hands of her friends. She is destined
to grow and become one of the largest and most useful colleges
in the south or southwest, provided her buildings and accommodations can be kept commensurate with her rapid and
steady growth. I throw down the challenge to the business
men of Abilene and the West, that with buildings and accommodations adequate, we can give you an institution, with a
daily attendance of one thousand students in a year's time
after provisions and accommodations have been made. If,
however, this is to be done, it must be done now.
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I have planted my life in Simmons College, provided
an opportunity is afforded here for the building of one of the
really great colleges of the southwest.

Needless to say, the money was soon raised with the
board members unanimously making contributions, and
the hall was well on its way to completion by the following September. The building was named Mary-Frances
Hall in honor of two noble women, Mrs. J. H. Parramore and Mrs. C. W. Merchant, wives of two of the
original Board of Trustees, and the largest donors to the
building.
"Mr. Parramore's gift was the first local gift of ten
thousand dollars that I received after I became president/' says Doctor Sandefer. Continuing he says, "I
remember, he filled out the check, sitting at his desk in
his home and handed it to me. He stated very specifically that if Simmons College ever went into the Correlation, he wanted it understood that his ten thousand
dollars would be returned to his children.
"He was always very pronounced in his views that
the school should retain a type of independence that
would make it different from others. He and others of
the board members shared the views expressed by Dr.
James B. Simmons, that if the school ever attained
greatness in the field of higher education, it could not
do so and be tied on to a system of schools, revolving
around a central institution, which was at that time, and
would forever be, Baylor University. Dr. Simmons'
illustration was, that all of the schools would simply
become satellites revolving around the sun, and it would
be impossible for any one of the satellites to become as
large and potential as the 'Sun.' Dr. Simmons also expressed the view, as told by his son (Dr. Robert S. Simmons), Judge K. K. Leggett, Colonel J. H. Parramore, and
others, that the western country would some day have
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more people in it, than all Texas had when the institution was established. His position and the position of
some of the early friends of Simmons College were to the
effect that the school should be allowed to grow and
develop as rapidly as its friends in the West and throughout the land expressed themselves in money, sufficient
to provide buildings and endowment/'
When Mary-Frances Hall was completed it was one
of the most modern dormitories in the South. It resembled in many ways both Smith Hall and Abilene
Hall. It was constructed of the same choice red brick
and trimmed with the same beautiful white stone. It
has beautiful white columns, resembling those at the
entrance of both the other halls. When a local reporter
went through the building he gave the following notation
to the press:
I found the president in his shirt sleeves, more suggestive just at that moment of a blond Viking than of a serious
minded, highly efficient college head, but from the manner
in which he exhibited the building, one was led to think that
it represented more to him than to any other person,—and it
does. He has wanted that building for the longest, he has
watched it rise from an idea into a thing of brick and concrete, and his suggestions, and his wife's suggestions, promptly
executed, are everywhere apparent.

During the late spring and early summer of 1916, the
president was, as had been his custom for some thirtyfive years, busily engaged in filling speaking engagements,
about the state. None of the president's speeches was
written; consequently few were ever preserved. As a
commencement speaker, there is probably no person in
Texas who could be named as his parallel. An alert and
patient reporter representing the local paper at Winters,
Runnels County, Texas, sat in his audience one Sunday
morning May the twenty-first, 1916, and took the
president's address and published it in the Thursday
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edition of his paper. The article occupies more space
than should be permitted here. It is however, a perfect example of the hundreds of speeches delivered by the
president championing Christian culture which type of
speech went far to elevate the president to a position of
statewide influence.
In December, President Sandefer again visited New
York City, and as on a previous visit spent much of his
time in the home of Dr. Robert S. Simmons. He was a
guest of Mr. Ed. S. Hughes at a luncheon at the Bankers* Club on the thirty-eighth floor of the Equitable
Building. He visited Dr. J. G. Hibben, president of
Princeton University and former classmate of Ed. S.
Hughes, in the president's home on the campus.
The paramount reason of his trip to New York was
to try to interest Mr. Edgar L. Marston (mentioned in
chapter three) in the future growth of Simmons College.
Mr. Marston was only fifty-six years of age at that
time and just entering his prime as a business man.
His secretary informed President Sandefer that it would
be two weeks before Mr. Marston would have an open
date to talk with him. Mr. Marston had just given, first
and last (at that time), fifty thousand dollars to Brown
University and ten thousand dollars to Vassar College.
He stated that he gave Brown University the money
for a gymnasium because in this modern day, boys did
not get enough exercise and needed some place to work
off their surplus energy. He added further that in his
youth it was different, that the boys got enough exercise
chopping wood. Since he had already been interested in
this field, President Sandefer felt that he would be more
interested in giving Simmons a gymnasium than any other
type of building.
President Sandefer waited the two weeks and reported, as directed by the secretary, at twelve-thirty in
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the afternoon on the designated day for his conference.
President Sandefer did not know whether or not Mr.
Marston would remember him. When time came for
his engagement, Mr. Marston came out of his office and
grabbing his hand said, "Professor, you were right about
the Thurber situation. I did not lose my coal miners,
and my people have more money to spend for groceries,
dry goods, and other necessities than they ever had under
the 'old saloon days.,,,
They went to the Bankers' Club for lunch and Mr.
Marston ordered a table for "two," where they could sit
and look out over the beautiful Hudson River. He said,
"Professor, what do you want ?" President Sandefer was
rather young in the business of securing gifts and he was
afraid to ask him for much money. He said, "I want you
to furnish half the money, and I will get some other friends
to furnish the other half, to build a gymnasium at Simmons College, out of Thurber brick, and I want to name
it Marston Gymnasium." As has been stated before,
Mr. Marston was a fine business man and he said,
"Suppose you take a piece of paper and a pencil, and show
me your campus layout, including the number of buildings and explain to me something of your plans for the
future." President Sandefer hastily complied with his
demands and after close observation Mr. Marston said,
"That looks like a fine future for your institution. How
much will the building you have in mind cost?" President Sandefer replied, "It will probably cost twenty-five
thousand dollars." (He says now, "I should have said
one hundred thousand dollars.") Mr. Marston said, "I
will give half, and will be glad to do it. I will also give
you the brick from Thurber at cost." (This was in itself a consideration of some two thousand dollars.)
President Sandefer says, "We had a wonderful lunch
together and my joy was unbounded. Mr. Marston told
me that he would mail me the amount in four install-
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ments. I thanked him from the deep of my soul and
caught the subway for one hundred and fifty-nine, East
Fifty-ninth Street. The distance on the subway was
some fourteen or fifteen miles. I confess that I had a
peculiar sensation as I made that particular run under
the City of New York, wondering if my friends at home
would know that I got the gift should the city cave in and
I be lost in the debris."
When he returned home, he issued the following
challenge to the people of Abilene through the press:
I promised the business men of Abilene last year that
I would not ask them, as a business proposition for another
building for five years. I must make good my word. I am
confident, however, that there are many friends of Simmons
College, in Abilene, who will voluntarily help me meet this
challenge of Mr. Marston. This is ten thousand dollars of
New York money coming to help Abilene.
It is the only standard institution of learning between
Fort Worth and the Pacific Ocean with the highest ideals and
standards. May we not therefore, continue to co-operate as
one, touching the building of a great college—yes ultimately—
a great university to serve Abilene and the southwest as no
other institution in the land is doing on so small an investment.

On March the eighteenth, 1917, an announcement
was made, by a committee composed of President J. D.
Sandefer, George L. Paxton, T. N. Carswell, and George
S. Anderson of the Simmons Board of Trustees, to the
effect that Simmons College would have a new gymnasium. Many students contributed toward this building. In April President Sandefer was the personal guest
in Thurber of Mr. Marston in his private car, "The
Maryland/' They decided to use a new brick in the
proposed structure. We find the following interesting
excerpt from Dr. Sandefer, in the local paper:
Brick.

The brick has just been patented and is called Channel
It is hollow and this makes it impossible for moisture

128

Jefferson Davis Sandefer

to get through the walls, because of the air-chambers inside.
Again, it is much lighter than the old brick hence there is
a larger saving to the purchaser in freight. The surface of
the brick is rough and the brick are of different color, affording
to the eye a tapestry effect. In fact the wall when completed
looks very much like the many colored rug. This will be the
second building in the State built of this brick.
It is rather interesting that the man who invented this
brick was formerly a student of mine when I taught school in
Strawn, Texas, in my earlier days. I would not have it understood, however, that he got anything from me that would
enable him to devise a brick that is a challenge and wonder
of students of architecture. The name of the inventor of the
brick is Mr. Arthur Miller, who now lives in New York City.

On June the eighth, 1917, the Degree of Doctor of
Laws (LL.D.) was conferred on President Sandefer by
Baylor University at their commencement exercises.
At the same time, Governor Charles H. Brough of Arkansas, Dr. Curtis L. Laws, Editor of the WatchmanExaminer, of New York City, Professor P. W. Horn,
Superintendent of the Houston Schools, were similarly honored. Dr. J. M. Dawson, Pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Waco received a Doctor of Divinity
degree.
In May of the following year the report was circulated that President Sandefer was to be a candidate
for the office of governor of Texas. It did not take long,
however, for him to put an end to this. On the eve of his
departure for Ozona, Texas, where he was to deliver an
address before the graduating class, he was asked by a
reporter of the paper the direct question, if he would run
for governor of Texas. Dr. Sandefer said,
You may state that I have no thought of becoming
a candidate. Make it as strong as you can for I am not now,
and will not enter the race. It seems to me that I have previously made the fact that I am not a candidate plain to my
friends, but if that is not the case, I now state positively that
I am not a candidate and will not be in the race.

