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"The Duke of Wellington said, 'Education without
religion will fill the world with clever devils.'"
President Sandefer had religious services conducted
while he was superintendent of schools, at least once a
week during the school term. They were conducted by
himself or by a local pastor. A scripture was read, a
prayer was offered, and a brief inspirational talk was
given the students. It afforded an opportunity for the
students to realize that there is a God who directs the
destiny of all things and that everyone owes obedience to
this super-personality.
Modern education has swung so far from this point
of view that both public school children and college
people, in the main, feel that God and Christ ought not
to be recognized as sovereign in the realm of building a
personality, state, or nation. The founders of this
republic took cognizance of God and Jesus Christ, and
they were ready to die for the privilege of worshiping
them and recognizing them in national life. We do it
today, in our national law-making bodies, by having
someone offer prayer to God for the leadership of those
clothed with the responsibility of making laws for governing a nation calling itself Christian, like ours.
326
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President Sandefer's judgment is that, if this type
of religious service had been conducted in our high schools
and colleges from the beginning of our history, no violence could have been done to the fundamental democratic doctrine of keeping the church and state separate.
In his early career when he was head of a state
institution, he had chapel each day for a few minutes and
there was never a criticism on the part of anyone touching the violation of any fundamental principle that was
involved either in the field of religion or of a richer
citizenship.
Several years ago, representatives of the Board of
Texas Technological College wrote him, came to see him,
or sent their representatives (including Governor Neff),
and urged him to accept the presidency without his
having made one move in that direction. At first he
was impelled to undertake it, since it was to be built
from the ground up.
He did not mention the offer to his board nor to
anybody else. He tried to visualize the next fifteen years
of his life and tried to check his services to humanity in
that institution with his services in Simmons University.
He mused over the situation; he would choose his faculty
from all denominations, yet before doing so, he would
question them as to their religious views and commit
them quietly to a program of personal religious habits
and standards such as he had put into one state school
and such as he has followed at Hardin-Simmons University for thirty years. He would try to demonstrate
to the world that there could be built a great state
institution, permeated through and through with the
spirit of Christianity, which would have been manifest
from the ideals, standards, and religious activities of the
faculty members and their influence upon the lives of the
students to whose education they had been committed..
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One of the reasons which had kept him from accepting the presidency of Simmons College some thirty
years ago, was the fact that he had these ideals in action
in John Tarleton College, and he knew several denominational schools at that time (some were Baptist),
where the institutions were not carried on by leadership
of faculty such as he had in a state school. At that time
he could not see how he could render a greater service in
a denominational post than he was rendering in a state
institution, if he could not bring that institution into a
more vital and dynamic spiritual program than he had
effected in the institution with which he was identified,
under state control.
When he came to Simmons College he saw the
situation and all situations that loomed at large in
contrast with what he had; he found himself, from time
to time, in a valley of despondency—almost despair.
No one in the world knew what he was going through
except Mrs. Sandefer and the Lord himself.
Of course, he set about at once to commit his faculty
to his ideals, and he found but little difficulty; although
some of them may have thought that he was too narrow
to be president—even of a school calling itself Christian.
Dr. Olsen, who has been with the institution for
thirty years, will bear concrete testimony of the extent to
which he has striven to select a faculty of scholarship,
religious training, and ideals.
It is a difficult task to direct modern youth toward
the assimilation of the ideals that President Sandefer
has expressed even when every individual member of his
organization is thoroughly in sympathy with his objectives.
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President Sandefer has personally interviewed practically every member of his staff during his thirty years
here, prior to his recommending him or her to a position
in his faculty. He thinks it the grossest inconsistency
for the president to have even one faculty member who
violates his standards, in the field of either religion or
social conduct. A large percentage of any student
body today will take advantage of that exception and
use it as an alibi for himself or herself to pursue the
even tenor of his or her way.
His position has been all the years, is now, and
will ever be, that if Christian educators cannot offer a
faculty as scholarly and one possessing such characteristics
as will enable the average ex-student to go out and
render as good service to the state as an ex-student
from the state institution would render, and in addition
to that, render a religious and social service above the
student trained in the state school, then they have no
justification for attempting to carry on what they call
Christian education, since the entire field, without these
Christian virtues referred to, is covered by state and
private higher education.
Certainly the representative of an institution like
Hardin-Simmons University would be irreparably embarrassed to have representatives from state and privately endowed schools point out to him the fine buildings and equipment that most of them have, in contrast with those which the average Christian college
presents, and at the same time say, "We offer all in the
field of personal, religious, and social services that your
institution offers, and it calls itself Christian/'
A few years ago some eminent English scholars had
a discussion on the subject, "What Kind of Men Will
Dominate the Future?" One of England's greatest
scientists said, "It is that man who has the facts." An
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eminent educator said that he would add one word to
that answer. He would say that it would be the man
who has all the facts.
President Sandefer says, "This is my point of view
of Christian education. The Christian scholar can
possess the facts usually arrived at by the non-Christian
scholar, and then he can also feel and put the urge into
his students that the greatest fact in the universe is the
fact of God.
"As Baptists, there are three fundamental units
that can be and must be utilized in emphasizing the facts
of God on youth, and then present his revealed will to
the students through those who profess him as followers
of Christ. If we do not do this through these institutions, which are the home, the school, and the church,
then we are, as a denomination, hopeless in our possibilities to bring the youth of our country to a concrete
knowledge and realization of those things for which we
have pretended to stand through the centuries. Of
course, all other denominations have these basal truths
upon which to build."
An interesting article appeared sometime ago, from
Dr. F. F. Brown of Knoxville, Tennessee. It reads:
A non-Christian mathematician said, "Mathematics is
mathematics, whether taught by an infidel or by a Christian."

There is some truth in this. However, the Christian
teacher can supplement this mathematical point of view
and teach his students not merely dimensions, but
also the "brevity" of time and the "length" of eternity.
The Christian teacher of botany can teach the
student how to classify flowers, and he can also point his
students to the Son of God, who said, "Consider the
lilies of the field."
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A Christian astronomer can say, "I think thy
thoughts after thee, O God." This friend says: "The
religious and consecrated English teacher can teach the
child not only correct rhetoric and English, but he can
teach him in his or her life of that One who 'spake as
never man spake."' The Christian teacher can teach
biology, and he would not think it out of place to supplement his point of view to his students with the thought,
"That the blood of Christ cleanseth us of all sin."
The president continues: "I repeat, what I have
implied before, that there is no education in the last
analysis worth while th^t does not put regeneration of
the student personality above any and every course
taught in the institution; I have no patience with the
professed Christian teacher who does not teach, both
by precept and by example, that which he or she professes.
"The educational fabric of this nation, from the
kindergarten through the graduate schools, must become
more closely integrated in the subject matter taught,
with the fundamentals of the Christian religion; or else
our supposedly Christian nation will ultimately go like
every other nation on the face of the earth that has
forgotten God in the educational program."
There came to the president's office sometime back,
one of the leading authors and lecturers in the field of
education in all the South. He and the president had
been friends for more than a quarter of a century. The
educator said to President Sandefer, "I want to talk to
you for a few minutes." He was graciously invited into
the president's office.
He continued: "I have watched the course you have
pursued here during more than a quarter of a century
and I have regarded you as ultra-religious in your edu-
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cational program; in the selection of your faculty; and in
the field of idealism in general. I come to confess that,
after traveling through the South and much of the North
where I have studied school problems in detail and have
lectured to thousands of teachers each year, our country
is headed definitely for a paganistic civilization. It is
being brought about through our educational system
from the lower grades up—with generous emphasis being
placed on both undergraduate and graduate schools
throughout our entire country."
He added, "There is but one hope for our civilization."
President Sandefer asked, "What is it?"
His reply was, "The spirit of Jesus Christ in the
hearts of teachers and for them to live it and act it in the
presence of their students." President Sandefer said,
"Then you agree with me at last." He said, "Yes, but
this spirit will have to be put into the teachers and lived
by them, without their being born again, as you say."
Shocked, the president said, "There is no way for
teachers to live and breathe the spirit of Christ without
their becoming Christians; this can be done only by
their becoming like little children, confess their sins to
God through Christ and in doing so become partakers
in this way of his divine personality."
His educator friend said, "Modern education, then,
will never become Christian if that is fundamental."
"It is fundamental, or the death of Christ on the
cross was the greatest tragedy in the history of the world,
and just as meaningless as it was great and unwarranted,"
rejoined the president.

wm
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Since so much has been said in this narration concerning the basis of President Sandefer's selection of
teachers for schools of higher education where he has
been in the lead, it might be apropos to include, at this
point, the Doctrinal Basis of Hardin-Simmons University. Quote:
I.
We believe that the original, canonical Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments were inspired of God, and were
inerrant in thought and word; and hence that they are of
supreme and final authority in faith and life.
II.
We believe that there is one God, eternally existing in
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
III.
We believe that man was created by God in His image;
that he sinned and thereby incurred spiritual death; that all
human beings are born of a sinful nature; and hence that all
men need regeneration by the Holy Spirit, through faith in
Jesus Christ.
IV.
We believe that Jesus Christ was conceived by the
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary; that he died for the
sins of men as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice;
and that those who believe in Him are saved, being wholly and
forever justified before God.
V.
We believe that all who have faith in Christ are indwelt
by the Holy Spirit and are thus the temples of God; and that
the Holy Spirit is in each believer to make him like Christ,
in thought, word and deed.
VI.
We believe that Jesus, in His crucified body, was raised
from the dead; that He is now in the presence of God for us;
and that He, personally, bodily and in God the Father's time,
will return from heaven to earth in power and great glory.
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VII.
We believe that there will be a bodily resurrection of the
just and unjust; that all men will be judged by God; that
believers in Jesus Christ will enjoy eternal felicity with Him;
and that unbelievers will be punished, existing forever and
consciously in separation from God and Christ.

President Sandefer says: "I never expect to apologize for my educational point of view. I believe that
Christian education should begin in a Christian home and
should be accentuated and ministered unto through the
Sunday school and the church. I believe that the crisis
in the life of the youth is getting him or her through
college and over that period of doubt and skepticism
through a scholarly, consecrated Christian teacher.
When this is done and his feet have been established
upon the verities of God's Book and his face is turned
toward the future and his life in its possibilities is as
great as his opportunities to serve him who spent himself upon the Cross, then that one who accepts him and
follows him will have and live the abundant life."
Often the president has grown weary and discouraged as he has traveled over the country and caught
the drift of institutions of learning, including the public
schools, and met many of those therein. He has had
letters from many states in the union—north, east,
west, and south, from people who have heard of HardinSimmons University and were interested in its religious
point of view. Fathers and mothers of various denominations have written that they were desirous of
educating their sons and daughters in a school of this
type.
He has had teachers of many Christian institutions
tell him, that unless he changed his ideals at HardinSimmons University within five years, modern youth,
out of the standard high school today, would not be
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interested in an institution of such standards. The
president says: "I do not believe a word of it. On the
other hand, I am perfectly convinced that there are
literally millions of people in the United States of all
and no faiths, who are interested in institutions like
this—that major in spiritual values and make them
tantamount to all else."
A very fitting illustration follows: A few years ago,
President Sandefer boarded a train in Seattle, Washington, destined for New York. Later, as he was sitting
in the observation car, he noticed that a very polished
and refined looking gentleman kept glancing his way.
Eventually the man asked, "Aren't you Dr. Sandefer,
from Simmons University, Abilene, Texas?"
President Sandefer answered, "Yes, how do you
chance to know me?"
He said: "I passed through Abilene a few years ago
and was the guest of one of the pastors of another church
there. I saw you at a Charlie Taylor evangelistic
service, and you were asked to lead in prayer." He said:
"I was greatly impressed with your prayer. I asked my
host, when we returned to his home, your name. He
told me, and informed me of your position and outlined the things for which you and your institution stand.
Of course, I had heard of your institution and I asked my
host to drive me out and let me see the school and meet
you. Unfortunately, you were not in."
President Sandefer asked, "What is your profession?"
He answered: "I am an evangelist, my name is
Dr.
. I live in Los Angeles and have held meetings in practically every state in the union. I am now
on my way to a camp on Lake Michigan, where I am to
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spend two weeks with my very dear friend, Dr. F. B.
Meyer, of London.'' He explained that he and Dr. Meyer
were not of the same denomination, but that he had
visited Dr. Meyer in London several times.
This friend asked President Sandefer many questions, touching the point of view that he had sought
through the years to maintain both through precept and
example in his faculty.
He said: "President Sandefer, I do not know an
institution in my denomination or yours, fighting as
hard as you are to build a Christian institution on the
verities of the Bible."
President Sandefer responded: "There are those of
all denominations that tell me it cannot be done today."
The evangelist answered: "They are wrong; if you
could find a way to publicize your standards and ideals
to Christian people throughout this nation—my denomination alone would furnish you more students than you
could put on your campus, and you would have more
money for buildings, equipment, and endowment than
you would know how to spend."
This friend of another faith said further: "Many,
many times, since I heard of your institution, I have
mentioned it, both in private and in public. I know
that your future is absolutely secure—if you are not too
modest to let the world know the type of institution
that you and your friends are sacrificing for and striving
to build."
President Sandefer has been encouraged more than
once by friends of other denominations, who have volunteered their prayers, and a number of them have made
the institution donations. A few were among the
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largest Hardin-Simmons University has ever received;
others were smaller and in proportion to the benefactors'
ability to contribute.
"It has been my daily prayer for years that if this
institution, founded as I think by those who believe what
we have tried to propagate here, ceases in its efforts to
build these basal verities into the life of the institution,
it cease to function. Without this anchorage and without this type of leadership on the part of the trustees,
president, and faculty, there is no justifiable warrant on
the part of our Baptist folk and friends of other denominations, who believe in us, to be asked and encouraged to place their gifts here to be invested in
buildings, equipment, loan funds, and endowments. It
would be useless to perpetuate an institution, whose
field is a duplicate of one already served—and served
generously/' earnestly continues President Sandefer.
He adds further: "My faculty will bear me testimony that for years I have set out our ideals before our
students, and have frequently made personal contacts
with their parents. The ideals and standards of the
institution are always presented to the students before
they enter school, and I have often said to them, 'If you
are not in sympathy with our standards and ideals, and
if you are not here to co-operate with us, then go to some
other institution that does not seek to put first things
first."'
In the early part of each fall semester, and frequently
during the year, he has presented these ideals to the students and has asked them to give serious thought to
them. He has always tried to make it clear to all students that if they are not in sympathy with the educational program of Hardin-Simmons University and want
to secure their education elsewhere, they may go to the
Bursar's office and ask for whatever refund they are due
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and go to another institution as soon as possible and
thus avoid late registration.
Of course, this freedom is allowed only to those who
have reached twenty-one years of age and who are wholly
responsible for their being here. If they are under
twenty-one years of age, and subject to their parents,
then the president's admonition has been for them to
write or telephone their parents and cite to them the
president's standards; then, with their parents'consent,
they are released to withdraw and enter elsewhere.
All education in its inception was founded on religion of some kind. Education in its early history,
ancient, medieval, and modern, until the last fifty or
seventy-five years, centered in private schools. The
higher levels of education in our own colonial period
were simply the roots of secondary education projected
toward college and research level. They find expression
today throughout our country in the public school,
undergraduate, graduate, and research school. Every
effort put forth by the early colonists, in the beginning
of our own American civilization, was in the field of
education, to prepare those with definite aptitudes for
the ministry, law, or medicine.
Every early college in the colonies (beginning with
Harvard University) was founded by religionists. Religion was basal in the courses they offered, in the selection of faculty members, and major emphasis was put
on character, as well as the training of the intellect.
It was not until the beginning of the nineteenth
century that the concept to support higher education by
public taxation began to take root. This was likewise
true, even in the field of secondary education. In the
northern and northeastern states today, the views of
our forefathers are still held and maintained in a large
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measure. Most of the great universities of the East,
receive no state aid at this time. Their monies for
buildings and equipment have come from the private
fortunes of those whose antecedents pioneered and
laid the foundations for fortunes in that period of our
history, where the opportunities to succeed were commensurate with the exceptional abilities of leadership
that manifested itself in pioneering in the field of the
development of our natural resources.
Just here, it might be said that the religious anchorage was tantamount to all others in the building of our
early institutions. It has almost been entirely abandoned, and it is admitted on every hand that many of
these great institutions have gone far away from what is
sometimes called the fundamentals of the Christian
religion. Men like Roger Babson and the late Thomas
A. Edison have said that our education has become so
materialistic and godless that our physical and scientific progress could well take a holiday of fifty years
and let emphasis be placed upon spiritual values of
universal personalities until they catch up with the
scientific level.
The churches of the South all went into the business
of education, from the very beginning of the development
of our state and national history. Each denomination
found itself in competition with other denominations,
feeling that: first, if it did not enter the field of education, the very church organization itself would be lost;
and, second, its communicants would be found in line
with other denominations sufficiently progressive to
establish and maintain schools.
This was carried so far that at least three or four
denominations, such as the Baptists and Methodists,
found themselves in a few years with more schools than
they had money with which to support them, and along
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with this discovery came the popular trend of public
education and higher education, under the state control.
President Sandefer says: "I recall a story, of the
late Dr. J. B. Gambrell, typical of this early period of
building a multiplicity of schools; he said that when he
attended a Baptist association in Mississippi, and one
brother was asked to report on Christian schools, he said,
'there are thirteen Christian schools in the association
and the "poles" have been cut for several more."'
Since both secondary and higher education have
been standardized, it is impossible to maintain secondary
schools that are not first class and it is more difficult to
maintain schools calling themselves colleges and universities where the standards are not met. There is no
alternative for the trustees and the president of higher
institutions, save that of closing their doors, unless these
standards are met in a fairly satisfactory manner.
Texas was no exception to the rule set out in the
foregoing discussion. Even the president remembers when
there were literally scores of schools in Texas, calling
themselves colleges. Often, there was not a book in
the library, not a college graduate on the staff, and not
a dollar invested in laboratory equipment.
It is but fair to say that some of these early schools
referred to were pronounced exceptions. Occasionally
you would find a man with a Bachelor of Arts degree
or Master of Arts degree, or maybe both of them, who
had received his education in the East and had come
South or West in search of health, educational adventure, and fortune.
President Sandefer says: "I have known personally
many of these outstanding citizens who have made
Texas and some of the other states richer in religion,
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education, business, and government, by the very personalities of this exceptional type of institution, which
was the nearest approach to the present standard institution of higher learning."
Texas is no exception in the denominational efforts
put forth and sums invested—where several denominations sought to outstrip others in carrying college education to its youth. The Baptists and Methodists established the largest number of schools in this state,
as they did in other states in the South. Probably no
one knows just how many of these schools were established in Texas; but, it would be safe to say that Texas
Baptists had as many as twenty-five or thirty at one
time, and each locality where the school was located
"fought to the death," hoping their school would be the
one to survive rather than the one to go down in the
struggle.
Texas Baptists have too many schools now—
considering the financial and student support that they
are receiving from the denomination.
The president says: "Our people uniformly feel that
we need all of these schools. This might be true, if we
could provide them with equipment and endowment
so that they would not be constantly suffering by invidious comparison with state schools. I have talked
with many of the denominational school men of Texas
and I claim to know the educational mind as well as the
average citizen, and I do not hesitate to say that our
most thoughtful denominational leaders, who will express
themselves (usually not to be quoted), admit that Texas
Baptists cannot support with buildings, endowment, and
other equipment more than two or three institutions,
at the very best.
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"Viewing the situation as I do, I do not see how
the denomination can do a generous and adequate part
by more than two or three institutions of higher learning—in view of the multiplied millions of dollars of
taxpayers' money that are going into state higher education. Our present national administration is supplementing this by millions of dollars from Federal taxes,
and that makes possible buildings, equipment, salaries,
beautiful campuses, and a state glamour that no denominational school can match now or can ever match
in the future.
"The only hope, therefore, as I see it, for Christian
education, as Southern Baptists normally support and
champion it, is for the denomination to weed out many of
its present schools and become educationally conscious
of the situation. Let all be of one mind, finding men
and women of means, who will catch the larger concept
of world service through Christian education and give
their money to a limited number of schools for memorial
buildings and memorial endowments. They must realize
as they have never realized, that Christian education on
the level that it ought to be maintained, and certainly
which is on the level that I have tried with my aids to
maintain it here for thirty years, is not only education
on the highest level, but the institution on this level is
as much a missionary proposition as sending money to
home or foreign missions or maintaining seminaries for
those definitely called to the ministry.
"The responsibility of these few institutions is
tremendous and will not merit these monies from their
denominations and friends, except that they steadfastly
contend for the faith 'once for all delivered' in the selection of their faculties and in the personal and group
habit standards, such as few schools attempt to measure
up to today.
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"Becoming concrete as I have before: every teacher
must be chosen, first of all from the point of view of
his or her Christian character. This character cannot
be what it should be except that the individual has been
born again and possesses a spiritual personality that
cannot be attained except through the new birth.
"This means further, his or her acceptance of the
inspiration of the Scriptures inspired as no other book
ever written and written by holy disciples of God, whom
his Spirit has imbued with his message.
"This means that the faculty members actually
believe that Christ was supernaturally born, that he
was God revealed to the sinful world in a human and
divine personality, Jesus Christ; that this Christ died
on the cross as an atonement for the sins of a lost world,
and without confession and repentance there is no salvation; and that Christ arose from the grave and that
the grave is still empty.
"The Christian institution that will survive must
choose its faculty from this point of view, and it must
commit itself to co-operate with the trustees and the
president in creating on the campus an atmosphere of
such Christian culture as that students breathing and
living this atmosphere cannot but feel the impact of this
spiritual environment. If there are those among them
not Christians, they will uniformly be led to Christ;
and if there are those who are lukewarm, they cannot but
be enriched by this atmosphere that is found today on
the campus of any school that is really Christian.
"Along with these commitments, the faculty members must have scholarship commensurate with that
found in the state and privately endowed institutions.
The institution that leads on this level will have all the
students it can handle; it will find friends who will see
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that money invested in it will send out not only ministers and missionaries around the world, but will send out
great Christian business men, who will give the institution money and give it generously. They will be conscious of the fact that they are supporting the home
base, without which there would be neither churches
with ministers on the highest level, nor missionaries at
home, nor abroad.
"In the last analysis, individuals and institutions
are measured by the type of service which they render,
and the finished product is certainly the determinant of
the institution serving either the church, or state, or
both.
"A liberal arts curriculum in a Christian institution
as rich and cultural producing as in the type of institution not calling itself Christian, together with the spiritual technique whereby the finished product not
only fits into the economic, political, and social order,
but, above all of this, fits into the church and denominational program cannot but prove an asset for that
school.
"The institution calling itself Christian, that does
not do this, with a limited percentage of exceptions, is
not at heart Christian and has no claim upon its denomination and Christian friends for student and monetary support.
"This type of education, sponsored by a denomination and directed by a wise and intelligent board and
faculty, will survive this crisis in modern higher education.
It may have to limit its numbers, but it will procure the
choicest young men and young women coming out of
our high schools. After they have finished their education in this type of a school, they will be able to take their
places in all the legitimate walks of life where they will
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make their leadership count for making a better world
and the making of better men and women, not only to
live righteously here but to be prepared when they are
called hence. They will help to leave the world richer
and better, and there cannot but be prepared for them
rich rewards and a crown in eternity, where they cannot
but bask forever in the sunshine of God's eternal youth."
In this connection President Sandefer lists some of
the perils of Christian Education.
He would mention first the seeming indifference of
entirely too many Christian people toward their denominational schools. This is due, in his judgment, to
the fact that too few of them think through the constructive consequences of the young man and young
woman trained in a genuinely Christian college atmosphere. This indictment is just as true, as his observation goes, of one denomination as of another. It
is a general indictment against both individuals and
denominational groups. All Baptists proclaim their
devotion to what they call Christian education. However, few of them do anything constructively or financially worthwhile about it.
Supplementing this statement, he doubts if there
is anyone occupying a position similar to his who will
not join heartily in agreeing with him, and each will
join him in this additional statement, that it is more
difficult to enlist the interests of Christian people in the
cause of Christian education to the level of their putting
their money into the Christian school than in any other
cause. Their indifference is due to a lack of a realization on their part that real Christian education is not
only missionary but evangelical to the very last degree.
Most Baptist schools make a definite and vitally
worth-while contribution to the denomination in making
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tuition free to all ministers, their wives, and half tuition to ministers' children. This is as it should be,
according to the president. These ministers and missionaries carry on denominational work in the territories
contiguous to the Baptist schools, not only lead thousands
to Christ but help build and maintain a denominational
morale that the denomination would find it impossible
to support financially if the obligations were shifted to
its shoulders.
His observations are to the effect that all Christian
schools have had to look to individuals for their larger
gifts, and it will continue to be so in the future. When
church members provide funds for such denominational
purposes as the financial support of their churches, the
missionary causes, the benevolent programs, and the
many extra causes that are presented during the year,
they cannot help but feel that they have done their part
for the denominational program.
He believes that there should be one Sunday during
the year set apart by the Baptist convention wherein
Christian education should be presented to the people.
His judgment is that at the close of the program which
should be in the hands largely of the pastor, a free-will
offering should be taken permitting each one present to
designate his gift to the school of his choice. He believes
that thousands of dollars would be given by friends of
our schools in this way that could not be secured for any
other purpose, since much of it would come from patrons
and ex-students in these congregations who have been
beneficiaries of the school of their choice.
President Sandefer re-enforces a sentiment already
expressed to the effect that monies in larger amounts
must be sought from individuals to whom the institution's ideals have been sold from contacts both within
and without the school. He believes that the product
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going out of the Christian school should measure up to
all standards in academic training and should so shine
from a religious viewpoint as to help sell the merits of
the school to friends whose interest could be made
manifest.
During his thirty years at Hardin-Simmons University he has become more vitally imbued with the
spiritual emphasis that the Christian school, as such,
must put into the lives of those entrusted to its tuition.
He says: "We are failing as teachers and builders
of Christian institutions if our graduates and 'exes' do
not go out from our institutions as intellectually equipped
as those going out from the other types of institutions;
and, in addition to that, our products must be personalities marked as spiritual leaders in every field in which
each invests his life. In other words, it has been said
recently by an eminent authority that the churches and
missionaries will never lead the world to Christ. There
are not enough of them, and there are too many millions
lost. If this is true, and I believe it is, then our responsibility is made the larger in that our laymen and laywomen, who are to carry on in the building of the home,
the church, and the social order, must make their religious personalities felt in the lives of those who make no
religious pretense and, in doing so, each becomes to that
extent a missionary in the larger social group."
Another hazard he would mention is the disposition
on the part of entirely too many Christian people to
seek the school where they can get their children educated
for the least money.
"I am not unmindful of the poverty that obtains
among Baptist folk. However, there are many Baptists
who could find a way to pay a few dollars extra, if it
were necessary, to support their own school and give
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their own son and daughter an opportunity to get out
of school with the denominational point of view developed
and enriched. They would find their children better
qualified in every way to meet life's responsibilities, as
a result of the enriched religious and social atmosphere
on the campus and the Christian teachers under whom
they had been trained during the four years of college
life. If these values, which mean the spiritualizing of
the young man or young woman at this early period for
all the years ahead of them, are not tantamount to all
others, then Christian education is not worth while and
we should admit it, and go out of the business and turn
our youth over to other institutions, and thus, feel no
concrete responsibility for the denominational and spiritual development of those entrusted to our institutions.
When Christ died for the souls of the lost, he included
the saving of their intellects and bodies to the end that
the soul might have its largest and most abiding unfoldment for Christian service," continues the president.
Another hazard which the president thinks is of
great moment at this time is the unparalleled co-operation
between the state and the Federal governments to make
possible fine buildings and equipment such as few if any
denominational institutions can . equal. The modern
high-school graduates are greatly impressed with this
material splendor and feel that if they get a proper
education they must go where great amounts of money
have been put into buildings and other types of equipment.
In this connection President Sandefer makes this
lamentable comment: "We need not deny it. Entirely
too many fathers and mothers have allowed their sons
and daughters to get out of their control when it comes
to determining where they should attend college. I find
a large percentage of our own people who frankly admit
that they allow their sons and daughters in their teens
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to choose the school they desire to attend. This means
that tens of thousands of irresponsible youths out of our
high schools are sent to institutions so large in numbers
that 'mass' instruction is largely the order, and the personality of the teacher rarely if ever touches in a constructive way these boys and girls who need counsel and
need it today in more ways than fathers and mothers
realize.
"I must not be misunderstood here as not being a
friend to schools not Christian in the sense that I am
thinking. I have been president of a state institution
and would be president of one now if I had chosen to be.
I am their friend and have championed their causes on
the forum in Texas when it cost some sacrifice and courage to do it. I am simply trying to get this thought
over to fathers and mothers that the highest type of
education which this scientific and progressive age can
afford is education based on the fundamentals of the
Christian religion. Institutions which send forth the
most highly and most splendidly equipped young men
and young women to lead and serve in this world are
those whose scholastic training is on the level with the
highest that can be afforded; and, in addition to that,
institutions where the teachers are all Christian and all
committed to a program of Christian living and Christian
service on the campuses and in local churches where
students can see and realize first-hand that those who
profess Christianity can also live it and the living of it
before the youth impresses him far more than all the
precepts that he might get from the teacher or even from
his pastor.
"For thirty years I have, as best I knew how, sought
to direct the building of an institution to meet adequately these and other perils which I have not the time
to mention. If I were not sold on this type of educational program, I would not have invested thirty years of
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my life in Abilene and the Southwest striving, struggling,
and praying. I have been as optimistic and courageous
as I knew how in seeking to build into the hearts of men
and women, both students and patrons, an atmosphere
genuinely religious and constructive for the benefit of
those who have passed through Hardin-Simmons University these years and who may during the centuries
pass this way.
' 'We are, in my judgment, living in very perilous
times for modern youth. There are those who say that
the foundations of the home are slipping; that the
churches are not meeting the challenge as they should;
that the social order is far below what it should be; and
certainly no one will question that the economic and
political orders both in our own country and in countries
far beyond the seas provoke an intellectual and spiritual
challenge for men and women who love the causes of
righteousness.
"Our best can be had only when the ideals of Christ
himself have found expression in all of us in the largest
possible way. One of America's greatest schoolmen has
said that our best is poor enough and the conception of
Christ's best for humanity was so worth while to him
that he voluntarily died on the cross that those seeking
the best might find it in him and be free."

