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FAMOUS ARE THY HALLS 

In this book Rupert N. Richardson, who has known 
Hardin-Simmons University longer and more inti- 
mately than any other person, recounts events as he 
has seen them unfold and has shared in shaping 
them. 

He insists that he has not written a history but has 
dealt with features and people that have impressed 
him most and he feels will interest others. The 
sketches of his life that he sets forth from time to time 
serve to add contrast and variety to the Hardin- 
Simmons story. 

Writing with enthusiasm and with frequent 
touches of humor, he joins hands with every student 
generation. There are accounts of student escapades 
from the days of famed Valhalla of the 1890's to the 
present. Cowden Hall, Scott Hall, Toly Hall, Need- 
more, and the "corner" are not neglected. He has 
given the history and the saga of campus shrines: the 
old cannon, the Cowhand, the old bell, and the his- 
toric Triangle. The story of Dam-it is told in full. 

There are accounts of great problems and deci- 
sions, such as the two changes in name, the grim days 
of the depression when a little check was to be had 
just every now and then, caring for swarms of G Fs, 
and adjustments after the Abilene Hall fire. 

This second edition encompasses the story of a sub- 
stantial increase in endowment, of the greatest plant 
improvement in the history of the University, and an 
account of the remarkable general progress of the 
institution during the past twelve years. 

Richardson has known most of the people linked 
with Hardin-Simmons since it was launched as 
Abilene Baptist College in 1891, and the glimpses of 
them that he gives the reader are interesting and 
meaningful. 

This book will stir the memory of every Hardin- 
Simmons man and woman and every friend of the 
university. 

Hardin-Simmons University 
Press 
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PREFACE 

This book is primarily the story of Simmons College, Sim- 
mons University, Hardin-Simmons University as I have 
watched it unfold for more than half a century. I have flattered 
myself with the presumption that since most of the readers will 
be my friends, they will have some interest in my own experi- 
ences. Hence, occasionally I follow my steps to distant places 
and deal with events in no way related to my Alma Mater. 

Besides giving me an excuse to write about myself, these 
diversions furnish means for comparisons and contrasts which 
help to emphasize the Simmons story. The book is neither a 
history of the institution nor an autobiography, but I suspect 
that it is the nearest approach to either that I shall ever write. 

A work of this sort can never be complete. Many things 
appropriate and important are sure to be left out. No doubt in 
the remaining years allotted to me I shall often regret that I did 
not refer to this or that incident, relate certain appropriate 
anecdotes, nor mention or, express appreciation of the host of 
friends whom-1 seemed to neglect. To mention all of those 
whom I have claimed as friends would call for several books 
rather than just one. 

Many of the people spoken of in this story are dead, but I 
rarely use the descriptive adjective late. I like to think of them 
as they were when I first knew them: young, vibrant, hand- 
some, or beautiful. Indeed in my mind's eye they are as change- 
less as the fair lady etched in a piece of tapestry or the figure on 
a Grecian urn. 

Titles are used sparingly and without consistency, in keep- 
ing with the mood I was in when I wrote the different chapters. 
Indeed titles do not add to the stature of men and women. We do 
not ordinarily write Mr. Lincoln, or Mr. Washington. In my 
book Jefferson Davis Sandefer or Prexy is a greater man than 
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President Sandefer, and in nomenclature Oscar Henry Cooper 
surpasses Dr. Cooper. 

In most cases women are mentioned by the names they bore 
when they participated in the events described. Their names 
after marriage (where they are known) may be found in the 
index. The pictures, however, are not indexed. 

In trying to name the friends who helped in the writing of 
this book I shall likely be guilty of inexcusable omissions. My 
college roommates and friends of the years, W. A. Mancill and 
T. N. Carswell, read a part of the manuscript and made some 
good suggestions. W. Truett Walton gave a great deal of aid, 
and also D. M. Wiggins. Virgil Bradley and Kenneth Hill 
circularized the book and furnished some basis for determining 
the number to print. Hattie Bell Martin helped to secure the 
present names of some women who have married. Eva Rudd, 
Ivan Flynn, Claudine and Ollie Lena Olsen, Mrs. L. Q. Camp- 
bell, Mrs. Owen Green, and Perry King supplied pictures. 

I am greatly indebted to Wayland Yates for securing pictures 
and for general publicity. Some pictures have been reproduced 
from Broncos, which makes me indebted to scores of editors and 
their associates of other years. 

Adding to my many obligations to her, Maude Emma King 
gave the manuscript a critical reading. I hasten to state that if I 
had followed her advice in all cases, the book might have 
evidenced better style. Suella Lacy did the jacket picture for 
the book, and I am greatly obliged to her. Mrs. Richardson and 
Rupert Richardson gave much time and effort to the book. 

Except for a number of new pictures, occasional deletions, 
and some streamlining, the first seventeen chapters of the 
second edition are substantially reproductions from the first 
edition of Famous Are Thy Halls. Also, chapter XIX, "Our 
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Heritage," has been reproduced without change. By means of 
the chapter that has been added and a few passages where 
change was expedient I have sought to bring the story of the 
university down through the summer of 1975. 

Since my place in the stream of university affairs has been 
relatively unimportant during the last eleven years I have 
been brief in dealing with my own experience. 

Again I must acknowledge my indebtedness to at least a few 
of the numerous friends who have aided in bringing forth this 
second edition. Hattie Bell Martin, who knows more about 
H-SU people than any other person supplied the names of 
numerous students and ex-students. Mrs. W. C. (Dorothy) 
Maupin repeatedly drew on her official records and her reten- 
tive memory to aid in identifying people. Kenneth Hill helped 
in a dozen ways, as did W. T. Walton. W. O. (Bill) Beazley, 
Alvin Austin, Lee Hemphill, Clyde Childers and Marshall 
Walker read the manuscript and made suggestions. Joesph A. 
Powell supplied information at different times. Mrs. Billie 
Lacy was helpful. T. W. (Jack) Dean gave aid and encourage- 
ment, and Andy Patterson wrote the copy of the ending of the 
Anthem that appears on the last page. 

Sherwyn McNair made arrangements for the publication of 
this edition, read the proof, and helped generally. Chere 
(Livingston) McNair also gave substantial aid through reading 
the proof. Again we are indebted to Suella Lacy for the picture 
on the jacket. 

I owe a special debt of gratitude to President Elwin L. Skiles 
for making possible the publication of this edition. Finally 
there must be a word of appreciation of the generous aid that 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. (Bob) Steakley have given for a number 
of years to the study and publishing of history of Hardin- 
Simmons University. 
Abilene, Texas Rupert N. Richardson 
June, 1976 
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