XVIII
REACHING OUT:AN ERA OF ACTIVISM
"Institutions of higher learning must always look to the future. At the opening of Cornell University Ezra Cornell surveyed the campus and stated to the assembled crowd: There is
not a thing finished.' This is still true for all universities and it
is certainly true here." This statement made by Elwin L. Skiles
at about the time he took over the presidency reveals his
attitude toward the presidency of Hardin-Simmons and
characterizes the policy he has followed in directing the course
of affairs. He has taken hold where others had left off and has
sought to complete the work at hand; he has reached out to
begin other things that needed to be done. Under his leadership
the university plant has been greatly improved and plans call
for still more buildings. The curriculum has been reduced by
eliminating courses no longer needed and strengthened by
adding courses that offer vocational opportunities. He has
strengthened the faculty, improved the quality of the university generally, and extended its influence. His credo for a
school that would survive is "demonstrated integrity in aims
and purposes." Students know well his favorite scripture: "This
is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it." He admonishes them to "maintain and nourish your
sense of significance."
President Skiles has maintained a corps of strong administrative assistants. Clyde Childers took over the leadership of
the development program, leaving Lee Hemphill more time for
his own business and for work for the university in estate
planning.
Joseph Z. Powell, a retired navy officer, has for some years
made an effective head of the business office. William Mathis,
dean of faculties resigned, Zane Mason left off history teaching
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for awhile to serve as acting dean, until under another title
Edward Groesbeck, who had been registrar of the University of
Michigan, took over the responsibilities of the dean's office.
After Groesbeck's resignation in 1971, Jim E. Tanner became
dean of faculties and has provided excellent academic leadership. Meanwhile, W. O. (Bill) Beazley served continuously as
vice president, sharing with the president a wide range of
duties and responsibilities; T. W. (Jack) Dean has been dean of
the School of Music since 1967; and in 1971 Alvin 0. Austin
succeeded Orville Cunningham as dean of student life. In 1967
Mrs. Madge Grba, registrar, retired after many years of service
in different university positions, and was succeeded by Mrs.
Dorothy Maupin.
During the last decade there were both losses and gains in
the faculty, but in respect to academic attainment it has been
strengthened substantially. As the years passed, retirement
removed such staunch veterans as Hiram Arrant, Otto O.
Watts, Hoyt and Lena B. Ford, J. D. Osborne, Mrs. Billie Lacy,
Suella Lacy, C. E. Gatlin, and Euna and Eva Rudd. Death
claimed Marion B. McClure, after he had led the Cowboy Band
for a third of a century. Professors Arrant, Watts and Hoyt
Ford died shortly after their retirement. It is gratifying to be
able to report that a goodly number of others continued. W. T.
Walton and Rupert N. Richardson were permitted to continue
on part time basis after reaching retirement age; Otho Polk
was awarded the 45-year service pin in 1975; and Thurman
Morrison, Evelyn Edmonds, T. W. (Jack) Dean, Andy J. Patterson and Mrs. Grace Morrow gave to The School of Music faculty
the stamp of continuity. In the roll of those who joined the
faculty in the 'fifties one finds also Clyde J. Hurst, Lindell O.
Harris, Emogene Emery, Billie Shirley (Mrs. J. G. Martin),
Zane Mason, Earl P. Harrison, Clyde T. Jetton, Ray Ellis,
Martha Boggs, Andy Patterson, and James Zambus. A roll call
of the worthy people who joined the faculty since 1960 would
make a long paragraph.
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Two distinguished professors who were added in recent years
were claimed by death after short tenures. Philip Graham,
formerly chairman of the Department of English in the University of Texas, served on the faculty one complete year only,
and Gordon Clinard, formerly Billy Graham Professor in
Evangelism at Southern Baptist Seminary and president of the
Baptist General Convention of Texas, who joined the faculty in
1972, lost his life in an automobile accident. Death also removed Professors J. C. McGraw and James D. Cram. John H.
Brewer, an alumnus and a renowned authority on sterilization
for space exploration joined the faculty, on part time basis, as
professor of microbiology in 1969. On the administrative staff
the names of James Collings, auditor, C. Kenneth Hill (who
has occupied several different posts), and Hattie Bell Martin of
the ex-student office have appeared for many years.
Faculty and students have shared extensively in the over-all
affairs of the university during recent years. Teachers and
administrators alike have kept in touch with what was taking
place. Numerous committees, such as those on curriculum,
Christian maturity, rank and tenure, and the academic committee with its wide responsibilities have done a great deal of
work. In keeping with national trends students were made
voting members of most of the committees during the late
sixties and early seventies. Much of this work has been made
necessary by the several comprehensive studies of the institution that have been made from time to time. There were eleven
ad hoc faculty committees in 1972.
The faculty has elected its secretary and chairman in recent
years. In sequence the chairmen were Lloyd D. Huff, Robert D.
Hamner, and George A. Newman; the secretaries were
Emogene Emory, Donnell R. Whitmore, and Mary K. Campbell. There is a local chapter of the National Association of
University Professors. On a few occasions the faculties of
Abilene's three colleges have met together. The Faculty-Staff
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Appreciation Dinner, which has become an annual event the
first week in May was the dream of James Cassle, a former
president of the Alumni Association. It was first held in 1968.
A feature of that occasion is the presentation of service pins
and retirement plaques.
In recent years half the faculty or more have held the doctorate. Nearly all the graduate faculty, some forty in number,
show a bibliography of worthy studies, compositions and publications. The musical compositions of James Cram, T. W. Dean,
and Andy Patterson have received wide recognition and won
prizes. Mrs. Velma Reiff and Rupert N. Richardson were
awarded the Piper Professorship Prize. Recognition has been
accorded faculty members by professional organizations:
Emogene Emory was elected president of the commission on
parliamentary procedure of the American Parliamentary
Practices Organization; Mrs. Grace Morrow was given the
Ring of Excellence award, the highest given by Sigma Alpha
Iota, international music organization for women; George
Newman served as president of the Texas Ornithological Society; and Colonel Harvey Stewart was elected by Headquarters
Fifth United States Army for summer camp commander. H-SU
people share generously in local, regional and state affairs. In
one newspaper we read of Slater Hollis taking part in a regional symposium on economic conditions; of the tenth annual
public school Principals and Counselors conference sponsored
by the university and other organizations; and a Bach Festival
for 261 piano students to be held on the campus by the Central
West Texas Music Teachers Association.
Since the middle of the century some worthy work has been
accomplished in research and writing. In history James K.
Greer's Jack Hays may be named, also Zane Mason's
Frontiersmen of the Faith and Rupert Richardson's Colonel
House, The Texas Years and The Frontier of Northwest Texas.
For a period Ethel Hatchett's textbooks in education were used
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by colleges in various parts of the country. Lights From Many
Candles by Lucille Rogers gives life sketches of a hundred
prominent Tennessee women. For a period Suella Lacy wrote
for and edited Texas Trends in Art Education. More recently
there have appeared Robert D. Hamner's V. S. Naipal and a
textbook on flowering plants by Doyle McCoy. In a preceding
chapter mention was made of Thurman Morrison's excellent
history of music in Hardin-Simmons. Patrick Atkinson, technical director of the Van Ellis Theater received special recognition from The American College Theatre for his unique setting
in "Diary of a Summer Scandal.,, Richard L. Garner has received two grants aggregating $82,000 in aid of his research on
the adsorption of gases at different pressures, and through
grants Terry L. Foster has done extensive research in avoiding
contamination of other planets through space exploration.
George A. Newman's painstaking research on birds and other
wild life in Guadalupe National Park has been funded by
grants from different sources. Robert D. Hamner and David B.
Funderburk have accepted exchange professorships for
1975-1976.
The decade of the late sixties and early seventies in HardinSimmons may well be called the era of self studies, surveys,
and reports. Inquiries about what we had done, what we were
doing, and what we planned to do seemed without measure and
certainly were without end. Then after surveys had been completed, reports made, and evaluations issued, it would be
necessary to make interim reports on progress made since the
last report.
There was the regular report to the Southern Association in
1964 and visitation by a team — routine procedure each ten
years. In addition at the behest of the university, Dr. Doake
Campbell, renowned educator, made his own visitation and
report. Meanwhile it had seemed fitting that as a teacher
training school we affiliate with the National Council for Ac246
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crediation of Teacher Education (NC ATE); and that required
voluminous reports and visitations before H-SU was accredited in 1970. From nearer home came demands and exactions
compelling and difficult: The Texas Education Agency called
for complete reports, sent visitors, and called for projection of
our plans of work for the next five years. Baptists, Texas
Baptists especially, emphasize the theme of the separation of
church and state. The fact is that no church institution in this
day could survive separation from the state, because teacher
training is directed largely by the state. The university is
under the regulation of the federal government also in its
Reserve Officer Training Program. It is gratifying to be able to
state, however, that neither the state nor federal government
has ever sought to control the school except in the relatively
narrow fields of special concern. Numbers of students receive
both state and federal aid.
Before leaving the subject of reports, we must report the
biggest and most comprehensive report ever made by H-SU, a
massive study that started in 1973 under the general direction
of Charles Robinson. Eleven major committees, hundreds of
people shared the work — administrators, teachers, students,
trustees, patrons, friends. This decennial report to the Southern Association made in 1974 printed 521 pages, plus nearly
that much supplementary material.
Educators make large claims for these studies, pointing out
that they keep both administrators and teachers on the alert,
acquainting them with what the institution is doing, compelling repeated thinking and planning, and preparing for change
and improvement. Even so, the cost is great both in time and
money. The ablest people must do the bulk of the work, with
the result that they have little time left for research and writing. But it is a part of the system, and everybody does it with a
modicum of grumbling.
247

Famous Are Thy Halls
During the decade ending with 1974-1975 enrollment for the
fall semester ranged from sixteen to eighteen hundred. The
first summer term had seven or eight hundred students, the
second about two-thirds as many. In autumn of 1974 there was
an increase of nearly one hundred, and the gain was sustained
during the spring semester, and the following fall semester. It
has been necessary to raise tuition, board and room rent from
time to time, so that the charge per student aggregates two
thousand dollars or more. More than eighty percent of the
students receive some sort of financial aid — scholarships,
grants, state or federal aid. The problem of student aid became
so large and complex that in 1965 the university established
the student financial aid office. Mrs. Keva Hancock has had a
sustaining hand of control in this area in recent years and each
year helps many hundreds of students work out their financial
problems. There are many employment opportunities and various sources of borrowing. A substantial number of the students have been veterans benefiting from the G I Bill.
A large majority of students have come from Abilene and
vicinity, but many are from such metropolitan centers as Fort
Worth, Dallas, Houston, San Antonio, and Wichita Falls. The
states of New Mexico, Colorado, California, and Arizona have
supplied substantial numbers. There has been since World
War II a small but important segment of foreign students.
Alice Choy was a citizen of China; Young Kyo Yoon, a Korean
who took his M. A. degree here, entered the diplomatic service
of his country; Kun Kim from Korea, an alumnus, is now with
the Bank of Korea; Charles Foder a student of the 1960's was a
Hungarian rebel; Helmut Rub of Germany rejected a scholarship to a Soviet college to enter H-SU; and graduates Peter
Chan and Florence Fui, who later married, are now with Hong
Kong Baptist College. A few years ago the International Club
numbered some forty students. Recently the number has been
considerably less, from a dozen to twenty. Some students of
Asiatic lineage have received recognition by the student body.
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Gretta Lum, senior from Hawaii, was chosen college queen in
1965. There have been more and more people of Spanish
lineage in recent years; any class likely will have some students with Spanish names. Melba Hernandez of Fort Worth
was University Queen, 1973-1974
The subject of integration with the black people calls for
some notice. Long before the matter became an issue the university sought to serve the blacks with night Bible classes on
the campus, in which a score or more enrolled from time to
time. E. B. Atwood and N. A. Moore taught the classes which,
strangely it seems now, were given as extension classes for
Bishop College, a Baptist school for Negroes. The issue of race
was focused in the autumn of 1951 when, with approval, the
University of Arizona brought a black man, a star, to Parramore field. We had no doubts about the good conduct of our
students but the public in such cases is always unpredictable.
The player, known to the crowd as John Henry, the first black
man ever to play on the H-SU campus stole the show with his
ground gaining, and nothing unseemly occurred.
Dr. ReifF recommended the admission of blacks at a relatively early date, but some members of the Board of Trustees
and others thought we were not ready for it. Registrar Dorothy
Maupin, states that the first record of a black student was set
up in her office in 1962. Blacks have made a large place for
themselves in the history and saga of the university. Every
basketball team has one or more black stars. Johnny Fairman,
a black, served as manager of the Student Congress in 1971-72.
Carolyn Mobley (B.A., 1971) was perhaps the most popular
student entertainer on the campus in her day. She organized
The Sojourners, a girls trio which was taken to Japan by The
World Mission Crusade. It is reported that she graduated with
the M.R.E. Degree from Morehead seminary in 1975. Pamoja, a
black student organization was founded for the purpose of
promoting recognition of black contributions to our society.
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Since its infancy Hardin-Simmons University has been described as a liberal arts college, and its degree requirements
still call for a core curriculum calculated to provide a liberal
education. Even so, it has tended away from the liberal arts
pattern since its beginning and has accentuated vocational and
professional training. In the 1893 catalog published at the end
of the first session, we read of the "Commercial School" in
which students could acquire "a practical education." Soon
ministerial students gathered in, a Bible department was established, and young preachers left the campus by the score
weekly to minister to churches within the area. In 1912 the
college qualified with the State Department of Education for
certifying teachers, and teacher training became a major feature of the program curriculum. In 1930 the School of Music
was accorded recognition by the National Association of
Schools of Music, and by that time a substantial number of
students were making music a profession. Meanwhile, enrollment for courses in business was increasing each year and after
World War II a school of business seemed warranted. By 1950
far more than half the students were seeking to qualify either
for teaching, preaching, or some phase of business.
During the last quarter century the opportunities for preparation for a vocation have increased greatly. Five hundred
men have been commissioned through the officers training
program. The program is now open to women, and in May 1975
fifty women were in the classes, some intending to continue
and earn commissions. The program has been strengthened by
the facilities of Mabee Hall. Students from Abilene Christian
College and McMurry also participate in it. With the aid of the
administration and against the opposition of some faculty
members, who thought it was not in keeping with the over-all
purpose of the university, J. C. McGraw, chairman of the Social
Science Division instituted a program in law enforcement
training in the late 1960's. It has proved exceedingly popular;
some fifty men and women were majoring in the program in
250

XVIII •Reaching Out
January 1975. Along with various other plans for business
training the division of business and economics has a professional secretaryship course of two years duration.
In cooperation with the West Texas Rehabilitation Center,
certification in speech pathology and audiology has been made
possible. By working with the West Texas Community School
of Respiratory Technology students may take a bachelor of
science degree in that Held. An environmental program was
adopted in 1972, linking up with the life sciences, earth sciences, physical science, and sociology; and the department of
sociology maintains programs for training for social service.
Thus the trend to train students to serve and to make a living
has continued.
A copy of the university calendar of any year in the 1970's
verifies the catalogue statement that the institution provides
"a number of non-credit academic opportunities for professional and non-professional leadership through conferences,
clinics, exhibits, institutes, lectures, seminars, tournaments
and workshops."
College students of all generations that I have known have
been disposed to want to do things, go places, and see things;
but those of the last decade more than any others may be
described as activists. Sometimes their demands for activity,
entertainment, and excitement seem more pronounced than
their interest in learning. It has ever been thus with students,
and it may be that the difference is that those of this day have
more opportunities and demands to do things other than study.
They are just a part of a highly mobile society.
Organizations take up a great part of students' time and
energy. They have grown more numerous through the years,
and it seems that if one dies two arise to take its place. In 1958
student president Eugene Brooks led in organizing a planning
board designed to coordinate the efforts of the different groups
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and decide if a proposed new organization was needed. The
planning board may have improved the situation, but the
plethora of clubs has continued. In later years the Student
Congress has sought with a modicum of success to limit the
number of such organizations.
In 1975 there are six social clubs on the campus. Also, there
are such service groups as the Rangers, Alpha Phi Omega, and
the Student Foundation (The Cowgirls were discontinued in
1974). The latest service clubs are linked with the international service organizations — Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary.
Some twenty other campus groups represent scholarly attainment and special interests of some sort such as class organizations and prayer groups. "Membership in over fifty clubs
and organizations is available to students," reads the catalog of
1974-75, and the statement probably is conservative. There is
the International Club, United Mexican-American Students,
and Pamoja. Recently the department of physical education
carried on a lively intra-mural program with many students
and faculty members participating. With the slogan "run for
your life" Mike Collins had scores of men and women jogging.
Except for football and track, a full athletic program is carried
on.
Students like to share in joint undertakings. Marshall
Walker, who knows them well, says they are far more interested in doing things than in attending meetings. Each year
they give hundreds of pints of blood to the blood bank. They
serve as parents to a hundred or more children in a Christmas
party. During the summer of 1974 when flood threatened parts
of Abilene, members of the Cowboy Band, the ROTC and other
students joined Kenneth Hill, Joe Powell, Alvin Austin, and
Larry Bates in hours of sandbagging that prevented stupendous flood loss to many Abilene residents.
If service can be linked with travel, it seems to suit everybody even better. In recent years students and faculty have
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gone with trucks and cars to the university grove near McAllen
and gathered and brought back tons of citrus fruit. The sale of
this fruit to friends has brought in many thousands of dollars
for a new library building. The Baptist Student Union has sent
out many service bands. Led by Marshall Walker, Mrs. Jean
Johnson, and Mr. and Mrs. Byron Bryant, over a hundred
students worked several days in the flood damaged area
around Harlingen. For several years at least one group has
gone to the El Paso vicinity to work in ways both manual and
spiritual. Each year since 1964 a mission group of some
hundred, under the direction of Walker, has worked for a week
among the Southern Baptist churches of Indiana.
Field trips for class groups are popular, especially in such
areas as geology, sociology, and business. Select student
groups have been doing a great deal of traveling. Tom Pack's
Singing Men are repeatedly called on from places near and far
and occasionally take tours. J. G. Martin organized and directs
Singers Ho!, a group of some fifteen men and women who have
entertained United States troops in the Iceland-Greenland
region in 1970, in England, Germany, and France in 1972, and
in Hawaii and the Far East 1974-75. The Concert Choir under
the direction of Loyd F. Hawthorne has received acclaim from
audiences. In 1974 the Celebration Singers, three hundred
students sponsored by the H-SU religious activities area and
directed by Tom Mosley of The First Baptist Church, sang
before the Texas Baptist Evangelism Conference.
The Cowboy Band maintains its reputation for mobility and
music. In 1963 it went to Japan to share in the New Life
movement. We read of such engagements as that at the Grand
Junction, Colorado, rodeo in 1966 and the Dallas world premier of "The War Wagon" in 1967. In 1968 the band — six
white horses and all — represented Texas in a presidential
inaugural parade for the fourth time. The group also marched
in Macy's Thanksgiving parade in 1970. Thus the slogan The
World Famous Cowboy Band is not an exaggeration.
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April 29, 1972, was a bench-mark day for the Cowboy Band
when C. V. Wood, its rope twirler of the 1930's was the keynote
speaker for the dedication ceremony of a new Cowboy Band
Hall. The day had been made possible through the united
efforts of Hal Pender, Elmer Spears, Harry Hayes, Bill King,
and dozens of other former bandsmen. Wood himself was a
most generous donor. He had attained renown for sharing in
planning and constructing such projects as Disneyland, Six
Flags Over Texas, and Havasu City, Arizona.
In 1973 Marion McClure, beloved band leader, was claimed
by death. He often said that along with hard work and fun,
esprit de corps was the key to the band's success. He himself
was the leading contributor to that quality. Lawson Hager, a
former bandsman took up McClure's work with zeal and determination. Sheriff Watson died in 1963, but the girls with the
six white horses ride on. Vice President W. O. (Bill) Beazley
sees to that.
It was gratifying to everybody that after football was discontinued in the 1960s a series of winning basketball seasons
followed. In the 1965-66 season Lou Henson's basketball team
made a record of success and Barbara Fields' women went
undefeated for at least sixteen games. Henry Peacock was the
outstanding athlete that year. At the opening of the 1966-67
season, Paul Lambert, Louis Henson's successor, was introduced to the campus by Earl P. Harrison, chairman of the
athletic committee. While in the Border Conference, H-SU won
conference championships in basketball twice. The conference
was dissolved in 1964 and thereafter the university played as
an independent under National Intercollegiate Athletic Association rules, matching games with various schools over the
nation. We have played such schools as The University of
Kentucky, Ohio State, Michigan State, the University of Houston, and the University of Southern California. We lost to these
teams, but the performance attracted national attention.
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In tennis Terry Treadwell and Max Brownlee, Larry Bates
and Gary McBrayer had a winning ratio of twenty to seven;
Van and Dan Newberry and others made a good showing in
golf. That year, 1966-67, the Cowgirl basketball team captured
the consolation prize at the La Rose Tournament, Houston. The
Cowboys finished as the third highest scoring major college
basketball team in the nation in the 1968-69 season. The year
following, Coach Paul Lambert's team scored seventeen wins
against nine losses, and in 1971-72 Lambert's successor, Glen
Whitis, coached a team that accumulated fourteen wins
against twelve losses. Whitis' death in an auto accident in 1972
brought great shock and grief to the campus. Under Russell
Berry another good season followed. That year all intercollegiate athletic teams finished the season with winning records. Barbara Fields' Cowgirls made a sixteen to zero winning
record and won two tournament basketball championships.
The record in basketball for 1973-74 and 1974-75 has not been
good but everybody hopes for a better day. Indeed, on February
19, 1975 the H-SU Cowgirl basketball team beat SMU. Also a
tennis team, coached by Captain Larry Bates, whose services
were contributed to the university, finished the season with 24
wins against nine losses. Captain Bates supplied the names of
the men who made that record: Gary Marable, Sam Courington, Fred Scott, Blake Allen, Ken Raphael, and Cactus
Schroeder.
Notwithstanding the great increase in student participation
in decision making and sharing in the course of university
affairs, each season the Brand carries occasional letters of
protest and dissent. In 1973 Editor Douglas Bridwell wrote
that all communications seemed to come out of left field. There
were protests at all restraint and calls for greater freedom —
open dormitories, the ending of curfews for women, institutional sponsoring of dances, and a campus open to any speaker
whom any group might see fit to invite. One student protested
at "the stifling atmosphere of the university" that was "detri255
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mental to student enlightenment." Even though chapel attendance requirements were modified, there were still complaints
at compulsory chapel and assembly. It should be added that
through many excellent programs Marshall Walker, Director
of Religious Activities, softened such criticism. Furthermore,
the Cornerstone Lectures, endowed by Dr. and Mrs. Lee Hemphill, and the Staley Lectures bring notable speakers to the
campus each year.
At times there has been tension, as during the hair and beard
"war," when the administration refused to accept the extremes
in grooming that suddenly appeared, a design made repugnant
by the hippies. Yes, there was dissent and protest on the H-SU
campus and abundant evidence of a generation gap, but it is
gratifying to record that there was no violence and no defiance
of authority. During the years when we were reading of student demonstrations, strikes, picketing, locking out presidents, driving deans from campuses, and interfering with
gatherings that happened not to please some group of radicals,
Hardin-Simmons administrators were meeting with student
leaders and student groups where there was freedom of expression, order and decorum, even though opinions clashed. President Skiles and Deans Cunningham, Austin, and McAden
were patient, considerate, and reasonable, and Ray Johnson,
counselor of students, brought to bear a moderating influence.
They heard student protests and proposals with sympathy,
explained the institutional point of view, and from time to time
arrangements were made for representative students to talk
with a committee of the board of trustees. At times the president of the Student Congress was invited to meet with the
board. During the last decade student-administrative relationships have demonstrated both the high quality of student
leaders and the good will and sound common sense of the rank
and file of students. The course of events has, futhermore,
proved the superb stature of the men and women who direct the
affairs of Hardin-Simmons.
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Even a brief review of the last decade in Hardin-Simmons
must include some notice of Saga Food Service, the people who
operate the cafeteria, the most exacting task on the campus.
They have provided both good food and good service. Their
managers Bob Jordan, Jay Maynard, Walt Kehoe, and John
Brady merit the gratitude of many hundreds of students as
well as the university administration.
Mention has been made already of the long list of organizations that hold forth on the campus. The calendar shows that in
the course of the year they promote hundreds of meetings,
representing a wide range of undertakings and interests. The
Christian Maturity Council seeks to coordinate religious activities, and there are numerous religious services in addition
to chapel. Some four hundred students and faculty members
attended the fifty-fifth annual meeting of the Baptist Student
Union State Convention in Dallas in October 1974. The musical programs in Woodward-Dellis Recital Hall are innumerable; the Van Ellis theater serves for at least one major dramatic
production each semester and many lesser functions. In April,
1975, Thomas Hinton's "Sherlock Holmes," directed by James
Panowski, reached professional standards in its production.
The art department holds exhibits from time to time. Rodeo
and rodeo week still prevail once a year, days of Western dress,
a parade, a picnic and other carryings on. In contrast is the
contest for the "best dressed co-ed," promoted by the Women's
Interorganizational Council. At an assembly in 1975 twentyfive smartly dressed and groomed young women represented
that many organizations. The All School Sing at Homecoming
represents the united efforts of hundreds of people; Founders
Day in April also is an important time for students as well as
for returning ex-students.
The Student Congress, composed of elected members from
the different classes, is the coordinator of student life and
student interests. It shares importantly in freshman orienta257
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tion, arranges pep rallies and other all-student gatherings,
directs the "adopt a child" program at Christmas, plans for the
annual rodeo, arranges for and directs all-school trips, and
plans or shares in planning other university affairs. Most important of all, it represents the student body in administration
and faculty relationships. In recent years its president has
been invited to attend Board of Trustee meetings. Like their
predecessors, the heads of the student body have been outstanding students who took seriously the responsibilities of
their office and worked diligently in the interest of the university. I remember Terry DuBose, student body president
1965-66. His successor, Larry Bates would return later, as
assistant professor of military science. Jim Porter entered the
office in 1967 and his immediate successor was Charles
Chambless. Ralph Thornhill, elected in 1969, was later linked
with the university for a period, as field representative. Jane
Hix, elected president in 1970 demonstrated that a woman
could meet the responsibilities of the post as well as a man. I
recall a very pleasant trip to Austin with Nat Haas, student
president 1971-72. Nat was also commandant of the ROTC.
John Conlon had a successful year as student president
1972-73. Joe Mack Schmidt held the post of student leader very
creditably and was succeeded by Chris Carnohan, another
ROTC Commander.
During the last decade the grim spectre of war has hung over
the campus much of the time. The effects on the university
were, however, softened somewhat by the national policy of
deferring students from the draft and by extending the GI Bill
of Rights to veterans. Hardin-Simmons exes shared generously
in the fighting, especially because of the relatively large
number of men who had become officers through the ROTC
program. Like other wars, service in Vietnam was a trying
ordeal. Typical were the experiences of Gordon R. Lam, related
in a letter to Byron Bryant, written from a hospital after his
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company had been in a fire fight with a North Vietnamese
battalion:
Day after day the roar ofjets, the buzz of helicopters, the
thunder of artillery, and the sharp snap of rifle fire all
characterize my day here in Vietnam. Soon it becomes
routine, but yet, deep inside me is a feeling of fear,
concern, and loneliness. Reading the Range Rider sort
of gives the feeling of being in touch with reality again.
Fd like for you to tell all the readers of the Range Rider
that the American soldier needs their prayers. Fve had
almost 62 of my men killed or wounded in the past
month. . .
A roll of the Hardin-Simmons men and women who served in
the costly and unpopular war has never been made. Larry
Bates was thrice wounded. After months of gruelling service
Lieutenant Marvin Dean Ferguson wrote the Brand that he
left Vietnam reluctantly because he saw there so much pitiful
need for his services. "Buy a flag and fly it in front of the
house," he admonished in a letter to the Brand in 1969, adding
that it was time for people to show they loved their country.
Colonel Karl Bonneaux of the class of 1941, veteran of World
War II, was awarded the Legion of Merit at Pleika Air Base,
Vietnam, for exceptional service as commander of the 63rd
Combat Support Group, and Captain Hal G. Mann received the
Silver Star for bravery. The Rangers contributed books to the
memory of their former president Terry Hale, killed in action.
Major Paul E. Leary died in 1971 of wounds received in battle.
Others killed in actions were Major Tommy Ray Warren, Captain Jerry N. Phillips, Lieutenant Nelson T. Tuttle, John A.
Rickels, and John R. Neary II.
The Vietnam war left a campus shrine, a flagpole and small
campus complex, dedicated to the memory of Major Albert G.
Maroscher, who had served as assistant professor on the ROTC
faculty 1964-1967 and had become an alumnus, meanwhile by
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earning the Master's degree in history. Maroscher's life is a
great story of Americanism. He was born in Rumania, a descendant of sturdy farm people who had loved their land and
guarded it for centuries. But during World War II the family
had to flee before the advance of the mighty Russian armies,
walking 600 miles across Rumania, Hungary, Austria, and
into Bavaria, where they found life very difficult. Then came
the United States armies.
Albert Maroscher related an episode that affected him profoundly, his first contact with Americans. He was rummaging
through the GI dump looking for something that he could use
or sell. The family had no money for a child to spend. As he
looked up and saw a big black sergeant approaching, his impulse was to run; but since he was not doing anything dishonorable, he stood his ground. That big black unnamed American
soldier never knew it, but on that day he shared in the making
of a great American. His quizzical severe look melted into a
smile, and he took a piece of chocolate from his pocket and
handed it to the boy. This happy introduction to an American
sharpened in the lad his eagerness to become an American
citizen.
The Maroscher family managed to stay together, later made
their way to America, and all became worthy American citizens. Albert was an honor ROTC graduate of the University of
Ohio. While a member of the Hardin-Simmons faculty he frequently spoke to groups, relating his life story. Major
Maroscher's military career was marked by herioc daring. He
was killed in action in Vietnam in April 1968. In compliance
with the request of his wife, Betty Jean (Boggs) Maroscher, an
alumna, his funeral service was held in Behrens Chapel. An
award in his memory is given annually by the ROTC and the
flag pole, paid for and installed by the cadet corps, is a daily
reminder of the courage and patriotism of an American who
game himself for his country.
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The problem of securing adequate funds for HardinSimmons has ever loomed large and it will continue so, but in
recent years encouraging progress has been made. Lee
Hemphill's first step after becoming Vice President for Development in 1959 was to visit other universities and learn all
he could about their methods of financing. No doubt he got
useful ideas from these visits, but it appears that the changes
that followed resulted more from his own thought and imagination and that of friends of the university than from the
people in other localities.
He observed that the H-SU trustees, then numbering
thirty-six (now forty-two) were doing approximately half of the
giving. The need for broadening the base was imperative. He
brought before the trustees a proposal that they establish
another agency to be named The Board of Development. The
new board would be limited by its constitution to planning and
promotional activities and would have no executive power. The
trustees accepted the recommendation and the new board was
launched, its members elected by the Board of Trustees. On the
new board there were no church membership restrictions or
geographical residential requirements such as applied to the
trustees. Truly we can join Dr. Hemphill in his statement that
"the board is a body of very capable men and women . . ."
In 1975 the Board of Development numbered some seventy
members, several of them former trustees. And from The Board
of Development into the Board of Trustees have come some
staunch supporters of the University, among them Dr. Stanton
J. Barron, G. R. Crawley, Fred M. Lange, Mrs. George B.
Mathers, Jr., Lester Morton, Dr. William F. McCord, Robert E.
Steakley, Jack Huddleston, and Sam Waldrop.
Hemphill also observed a trend that has troubled us through
the years: too often capable, loyal young men and women leave
the campus after graduation, go in many cases to distant communities, get involved in other affairs, cultivate new friends,
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get out of touch with their alma mater, and are lost to it in so far
as their support and influence go. He credits Solon Feathers ton
and Hal Haralson with the idea of a board that would enlist and
involve young graduates, wherever they may be and whatever
their profession, trade, or business. The group would serve the
university somewhat as the Jaycees serve chambers of commerce. The idea was accepted by the trustees and the constitution of the new body approved. Members must be H-SU
graduates under forty years of age. Now numbering nearly
seventy members, this group of young men and women called
the Young Associates adds a large measure of strength to the
university establishment. In 1975 five women were numbered
among the Young Associates: Jane Hix, Donivee Roden, and
Mesdames Vangie Newman, Betsy Pierce, and Rosa Lee
Prichard. "These two boards/' states Hemphill, "are making a
tremendous contribution to the school, both in the area of
student recruitment and finance."
It was not just good fortune that for the fourth year in
succession the university, in 1974, reported the year's operation without a deficit and that the outlook for the year
1974-1975 was favorable. The results of benefactions during
the last decade and a half are being realized more and more,
and additional bequests and gifts continue. At the Board of
Trustees meeting February 21, 1975, $850,000 in recent contributions was reported. For the year 1974 income from endowment aggregated $589,099, by far the largest amount ever
thus earned.
Financial progress has been made through team work. Lee
Hemphill has given especial effort to encouraging bequests;
Clyde Childers has applied to the university financial program
his energy, talent, and the experience of years; Executive Vice
President W. O. Beazley and Vice President for Financial Affairs Joe Powell have contributed greatly to sound financial
operations. Meanwhile, notwithstanding a dozen other time262
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consuming responsibilities, President Skiles has worked at
money-getting in season and out. The results of his appeal to
the different foundations have been especially rewarding.
The report of the Registrar in January 1975 also was encouraging. For the first time since the G I years after World
War II, enrollment for the spring semester exceeded that for
the preceding fall. Also, it must be added that enrollment on
September 15,1975 was slightly higher than of the corresponding date in 1974.
In 1969, at the behest of President Skiles, the trustees
launched "Profile for Progress," a comprehensive program for
raising some ten million dollars for campus building needs and
faculty benefits. Priorities were set up for an adequate modern
library building, for the modernizing of some good buildings
that had been in service for some years, and for an athleticphysical education building complex. A million additional was
included to provide an endowment fund for faculty enrichment.
An organization was perfected with Byron Bryant as coordinator and soon more than two hundred students, faculty,
alumni, trustees, and other friends were at work on the program. Bill Wright, Charles Brinkley, J. E. Johnson, and Fred
Pool of the trustees and Byron Bryant for the University administration led in the first phase of the movement. A list of
those who worked in it would fill pages, and the names of
contributors thus far would require a greater number of pages.
The Mabee Foundation offered a challenge gift of $500,000.
(Joe Mabee is a member of the Board of Development). Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Wilkins and Mrs. Wilkins' mother, Mrs. B. A.
Duffy responded to the challenge with large gifts. Inspired by
this magnificient start, other contributions great and small
came in numbers.
In 1974 funds on hand and pledges warranted starting the
library building. The work of modernizing some old buildings
263

Famous Are Thy Halls
has been started and plans for the athletic-physical education
complex are underway. Meanwhile the Cowboy Band Foundation saw the Band Hall through to completion and the
Woodward-Dellis Recital Hall was realized through bequests
from Lloyd and Oraleanor (Woodward) Dellis.
A challenge gift by the Mabee Foundation (the third by those
stalwart friends) called for raising of $1,250,000 by July 31,
1975 for the completion of the physical education-athletic complex. President Skiles, Clyde Childers, Lee Hemphill, Frank
Lawson, and David Ray gave themselves to the task of meeting
this challenge with an undivided and dedicated effort that I
have never seen surpassed. They located and secured some
substantial gifts from former students who had been out of
touch with the university for decades; they enlisted the aid of
hundreds of the alumni and other friends; and through their
united efforts the Mabee challenge was more than met. They
made a substantial start on the million dedicated to faculty
enrichment.
Through his knowledge of building and the purchase of
building supplies, Don Bridges, Superintendent of Buildings
and Grounds has saved the university many thousands of dollars. Contributions for buildings bring maximum benefits.
Famous are Thy Halls begins with my own early life, an
account of my experiences that have been interwoven with that
of the university — a strange arrangement which may at times
seem awkward, but the sort of book that I wanted to write.
During the last decade I have been permitted to continue as a
faculty member, even though I have long since passed retirement age, a privilege for which I am deeply grateful. Since,
however, my place in the stream of university life has diminished, I shall now touch only briefly upon my own experiences.
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On April 28, 1965, my birthday, I suffered the greatest loss I
have ever known when Pauline was claimed by death. Before
illness ended her teaching career in 1961, she had taught
thirty-seven years in H-SU. Her students pronounced her a
skilled and inspiring teacher. She joined with me loyally in
every undertaking. Without her aid and encouragement I
never could have finished my graduate studies or qualified as a
college teacher and administrator.
On April 19,1967,1 was awarded a fifty-year service pin, and
in 1972 the award was a fifty-five year token. The pin-makers
reported that they had to produce a new die; they had no
pattern for recognizing service to a university for more than
fifty-years! In this connection I must in gratitude say that
these spans of years include some spent away in graduate
school or in teaching at the University of Texas. I must repeat
that through the years the institution has been generous with
me in leaves of absence.
An experience I had in April 1968, seems worth relating. For
the Sid Richardson Science Center dedication. Former President Dwight David Eisenhower had, in response to President
Skiles' visit to his home in Pennsylvania, promised to make the
dedicatory address. The former President and the late Texas
oilman and capitalist were friends of many years standing. It is
reported that their friendship began one night on a passenger
train when Sid shared his stateroom with Eisenhower, then an
obscure Army major.
His health made it necessary that Eisenhower cancel the
engagement. Governor John Connally, who was an employee
of Sid Richardson's for many years, then assented to speak at
the occasion. But as the hour neared, weather conditions prevented his attending. Since I had known Sid as a schoolmate, I
was on the program for a few words of a personal nature. An
hour before the program, President Skiles told me that mine
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would be the main address, television and all! I am sure my
impromptu speech on "Science in the Years to Come" would not
have won a prize, but I got some satisfaction out of the thought
that I was substituting for a former President of the United
States and for the current Governor of Texas. On that occasion
Perry Bass, Sid Richardson's nephew, in a short speech said:
"This was the institution that our uncle, Sid Richardson, felt
closest to of any," adding that Sid "gathered together at H-SU
the moral values and code of conduct that guided him."
Among the satisfying experiences I have had away from
home in recent years, those having to do with the Texas State
Historical Survey Committee, now the Texas Historical Commission, stand out in my memory. The agency is the official
state establishment for the preservation of history and for
promoting its study and recording it. I was a member of the
committee from its beginning in 1953 until the autumn of
1967, serving as president two years. It was inspiring to work
with such dynamic people as John Ben Shepperd, a former
attorney general of Texas, Lee Lawrence, an able Tyler lawyer,
Truett Latimer, a former Texas legislator and former H-SU
director of alumni affairs, Colonel Charles Tips of Dallas, business man and philanthropist, and Mrs. L. E. Dudley, widely
known as a Texas club woman. Working with the county historical survey committees, we launched the program of the
historical medallion with marker to be placed at such historical sites as may be recommended by the county committees and
approved by a researcher of the state organization. The markers, now number thousands, and may be seen in almost any
Texas county.
We were often invited to attend and to share in the dedication of markers, and occasionally we took notice of important
events in history by programs and displays at historic sites in
Texas. We joined with the historical society of Galveston in
"retaking" that city from the Federals on the evening of
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January 1,1963, just a hundred years after John B. Magruder's
troops and a few confederate boats had actually done that job. It
was inspiring to have a part in a marker dedication at the home
of Sam Rayburn, near Bohnam, and at the birthplace of Dwight
David Eisenhower at Denison. An experience even richer was
to visit and have a chat with John Nance Garner at his home in
Uvalde on the occasion of the unveiling of the marker at the
Garner Museum.
In humility and gratitude I list some recognitions accorded
me, in part at least because I have lived to be relatively old and
am fortunate enough to continue to be active: Baptist Elder
Statesman, accorded by the Independence Baptist Association;
Cultural Attainment in Literature, by the West Texas
Chamber of Commerce; special recognition for work in historical preservation by the Texas Historical Commission; and distinguished alumnus, along with Leland Atwood and Byron E.
Pollock, by the H-SU Alumni Association. In 1970, when I
made the Founders Day Address at Austin College, I was
presented with the Founders Medal. The trustees of H-SU
voted to name the library now under construction in honor of
Mrs. Richardson and me.
Katharyn Duff, loyal alumna and assistant editor of the
Abilene Reporter News, led in promoting a series of programs
commemorating my eightieth birthday in 1971. Joined by Mrs.
Carl Gatlin and Calvin Turpin, she wrote and the university
published a comprehensive bibliography and sketch,RupertN.
Richardson, The Man and His Works. Abilene lawmakers
Grant Jones and Frank Calhoun put through a joint resolution
inviting me to address the legislature on San Jacinto Day,
April 21; Mayor J. C. Hunter made April 28, my birthday,
Rupert N. Richardson Day in Abilene; and in order to address a
dinner group in my honor John Ben Shepperd, Joe B. Frantz,
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and Frank Junell traveled in the aggregate many hundreds of
miles. Indeed for all this consideration accorded me I am deeply
grateful.
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