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Chapter VIII
JOHN G. HARDIN,
THE PHILANTHROPIST

The one man who generated the greatest economic stimulus in the life of Hardin-Simmons University was that man,
John G. Hardin, of Burkburnett, Texas, who contributed
nearly one million dollars to H-SU in 1934 and 1935.
Therefore, we have elected to write a resume of the life of
John G. Hardin, who overcame the hardships of frontier
days to become the wealthiest man in Wichita County in his
day. Of course, we can only hit the high spots. To tell only
the important events would require a whole book.
To look at the picture of John G. Hardin, and see the
firmness of character reflected in the slant of his jaw and in
his penetrating eyes, one would conclude immediately that
he had the courage of a lion, the vision of an Isaiah, and
the faith of an Abraham. It was nearly one hundred years
ago that John G. Hardin answered the "call of the West"
and decided to leave Tennessee and to reconnoiter in Texas.
His first stop, for some unknown reason, was in Johnson
County, near Cleburne, which territory was difficult to beat,
but there was a stronger call to the Northwest that had come
to Hardin's ears from a friend who told him of the marvelous plateau ''between the rivers," principally west and northwest of the present town of Burkburnett. He left Johnson
County seeking this plateau, and nearly lost his directions
several times, since road markings were very limited. Wh n
he fmally reached the above area he recognized that h had
found his "Land of Canaan."
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You old-timers who have read about and experienced the
frontier history of our country have only to close your eyes
and visualize the situation into which Hardin and his party
moved: here were the fmest grasses, waist high, full of wild
turkey, quail, prairie chicken, and many varieties of fleetfooted animals! Occasionally there was a cowboy camp, but
the inhabitants of these did not think a few "squatters" would
prevent their boss from having all the free grass he needed.
Of course, the earlier settlers constructed their homes from 80
to 90 percent underground. Fort Worth was the nearest station where lumber could be purchased, and terms were cash.
A round trip in a wagon required from ten days to two
weeks, and longer if a rain storm intervened. In spite of all
these inconveniences, or lack of conveniences, the population
of the white man increased each year, and John G. Hardin
became more and more from year to year the leader among
his fellowmen.
Due to his frugality, he soon had cash on hand to take
care of any emergency and to help neighbors who were in
distress. In his youth he had made a Christian profession,
from which, to his death, he never wavered.
When there were children, and schools were needed, teachers, both men and women, came to the frontier with both a
missionary spirit and the spirit of adventure. One of such
married John G. and moved with him into his ''dugout"
home.
John G. Hardin was not a typical frontiersman, yet he
possessed every high quality that the true, genuine frontiersman did possess. He was extremely energetic, frugal, and
helpful to any neighbor in distress, though that neighbor
might have been thirty to fifty miles away.
He had substantial funds, for that day, in his possession
when he arrived in Texas (Johnson County), and more yet
.
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when he arrived in the Burkburnett area. In assessing the
land which today sells for $200 to $300 per acre, he was
not slow to see that it was a bargain at one dollar an acre.
His first purchase was 1,000 acres at that price. Later, 2,500
acres cost him a little more per acre. He was known for a
number of years as the biggest wheat farmer in this whole
area. His land and cattle investments, with the income from
crops and calves, made him a millionaire before he obtained
his first dollar of profit from oil.
When oil did come, he added to his wealth approximately
$5,000,000, most of which came from oil transactions. He
had a multiplicity of invitations to get in "on the ground
floor" of get-rich-quick schemes, but he was strong enough
to resist all of these. Occasionally he succumbed to sending
a small donation to some who said they were hungry and
poorly sheltered. Then, too, not all his investments were perfect. He lost $40,000 on a refinery investment, and $150,000
when he helped to sponsor a new bank.
In one decision especially, he showed the greatest sagacity
of any man we have known: he resolved to give his wealth
away while living, to the causes in which he believed. He
recognized that he could not live always, and surely enough
at the age of 83, on Thursday evening, December 16, 1937,
the Lord took him home.
John and Mary Hardin left no descendants. His brothers
had died many years before, and his two sisters produced
some nieces and nephews. He took care of these in a very
modest way. After making substantial gifts in cash, stocks,
and bonds, and unencumbered real estate, he placed all the
remainder of his estate in a trust to go, according to his
wishes, in defmitely specified proportions, to three colleges,
one medical school, one hospital, and one orphanage.
We have heard a number of wealthy people say they
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thought that the way Mr. Hardin terminated his estate was
the smartest thing they had ever known any individual to
do. A number of you who are reading this will likely wish,
after it is too late, that you had followed his example. It is
difficult for us to recognize that our days are rapidly drawing to a close, and that we cannot take it with us, nor can
we rely upon our spouses to bring it when they come. Mr.
Hardin was a very quiet, modest, unassuming man, but he
took a great deal of pride in the fact that he had probably
saved the economic life of several schools. Many times a
year during his later days, before his mobility was impaired,
he would have Jack Chatham to take him to one of "his
schools'' to spend a few hours.
Should one of these institutions total the amount received
in income from the Hardin gifts since 1934, it would be surprised at the total amount of the benefaction. Our little school,
now Hardin-Simmons University, received a little less than
one million dollars in 1934 and 1935. From 1934 till 1964
these funds were handled by the executive committee of the
Board of Trustees of the University, and the school received
therefrom a little in excess of one and a half million dollars.
In 1964 these funds were transferred to the Baptist Foundation at Dallas. They have yielded to Hardin-Simmons,
since then, $356,121.00 to help defray the operating expenses
of the University. The book value of the endowment today is
$1,028,681.00, but we are advised that the market value is
considerably in excess of that figure. Therefore, HardinSimmons University has received $1,856,121 from this gift,
and there remains a $1,028,681 endowment continuing to
earn. If you would like to consider giving now to HardinSimmons, or putting the school in your will-or setting up
a trust fund which you could continue to manage if you
wished- you would be surprised at what your CPA or attor45

ney would tell you your gift would amount to in ten, twenty,
thirty, or fifty years. With just a few of our friends responding to this suggestion we can build a larger and better
school than we have today. The students there are not all
"angels"; some of the boys have hair too long and some of
the girls have skirts too short, but the moral and spiritual
atmosphere on such campuses as Hardin-Simmons is much
more welcome than that on the campuses of most of the
larger schools.
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