
Chapter VI 
AN ENVIABLE ATHLETIC RECORD 

· You would expect the athletic program at little "Abilene 
Baptist College" to have had its beginning in a very modest 
way. According to Dr. R. N. Richardson, whose accuracy 
for history is unchallenged, in his best book, Famous Are 
Thy Halls, the first athletic contest with the purple and gold 
was in the fall of 1897. 

Heretofore, we have mentioned how many great scholars, 
urged by the spirit of ·adventure, many times both physical 
and spiritual, came to the West. At the above date, the total 
enrollment at Simmons College was little if any more than 
one hundred. 

One of these adventurous eastern scholars was Professor 
Krause, who had played football under the nationally fa
mous Amos Alonzo Stagg, coach at the University of Chi
cago. Stagg's coach at Yale was equally famous and is still 
remembered. He was Walter Camp. So, with football in his 
bones, Professor Krause began to "talk up the game." He 
was able to enlist twelve or fifteen boys from ages 15 to 25 
who were willing to "present their bodies a living sacrifice" 
to initiate football in Simmons College. 

Th.e downtown boys soon got together a team and the 
first athletic contest at Simmons was staged. Due to Prof. 
Krause's ingenuity and knowledge of the game, Simmons 
defeated the downtown boys 12-0. Since that time, whether 
playing for Simmons College, Simmons University, or Har-
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din-Simmons University, the "Cowboys" have been a cred
itable foe of the big schools as well as small throughout 
much of the nation. In many such contests there have been 
bruises and breaks, thrills and spills, and even one death. 

In a few years there were sufficient interest and a sufficient 
number of willing participants to create a school spirit and 
contestants worthy of competing with other schools in Cen
tral and West Texas. Baylor University, Howard Payne 
College, T.C. U., Decatur College (now Dallas Baptist) and 
John Tarleton College were the competitors who have sur
vived to this day. There were for a time some "normal" 

. . 

schools in the Strawn-Thurber area that furnished some 
competition in sports, but they have gone off the scene. 
Transportation was not an insurmountable problem, since 
the T. & P. Railroad ran nearby. 

Over the years Hardin-Simmons, under the present name 
or under its previous cognomens, has defeated every major 
college in Texas at least once, in football, basketball, track, 
and baseball. In those early days money was scarce, and 
few people would pay much, if any, to see an intercollegiate 
athletic contest. Even Darrell Royal's little school down at 
Austin collected such poor gate receipts at home that they 
were willing to come to Abilene to play football. After spring 
training in the year 1930, the ''Texas Longhorns'' proposed 
to play the Simm·ons University "Cowboys" in Abilene. 
Maurice Crawford, today one of the main wheels in the 
Merrill- Lynch of Wichita Falls office, was playing right end 
in this game for Simmons. He delights in telling how it 

ended: 

With less than a minute to go, Simmons was 
backed up on her ten-yard line, with the score 3-0 
in favor of Simmons. Her quarterback, named 
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Sanders, could make any S. W. Conference team 
were he playing today. Our coach told him to call 
the signals, receive the ball, and let the Long
horns throw him for a safety. That and the proce
dure following would consume the remaining time 
without the Longhorns having an offensive play, 
thus the game would end 3-2 in favor of Sim
mons. Either by design or lack of diligence, the 
Longhorns failed to charge. Then Sanders decid
ed he must do something, and he punted the long
est ball of his career - 82 yards. 

Maurice says that was the longest run he ever made fol
lowing a punt. He and a Texas boy got there at about the 
same time, and after a few skirmishes with no ground gained 
by Texas, the game was over, and Simmons University had 
won 3-0. 

The saddest and most tragic game ever played on what 
later came to be known as Parramore Field was between 
Baylor and Simmons College, in the fall of 1909. Captain 
John Airhart, the most popular player and student on the 
Cowboy squad, had received a head injury a few weeks 
before in the roughest game of the season with Daniel Baker 
College at Brownwood. In spite of this he continued to play. 

' ' 

The severety of the injury came to light when the team met 
Baylor at Abilene on November 17, 1909 .. He was taken out 
of the game when he showed lack of coordination, and soon 
went into a coma. After a few weeks he died. As a result of 
this tragedy the game of football was deactivated in Sim
mons College for a period of approximately six years. It 
was several years before we fielded a formidable team, but 
our record since that date would be the envy of many schools 
much larger. 
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During the absence off ootball we became very competitive 
in basketball. We acquired a 160-pound coach, H. D. Mar
tin, who came from Virginia's William Jewell College. Even 
though light, he was a tremendous player in his undergrad
uate days. He was the first, so far as we know, to bring the 
five-man defense in basketball to the Southwest. Other schools 
immediately took it up. Prior to that, each player had his 
own opponent to guard· when the other side had the ball. 
With the five-man defense, when the opponents got the ball, 
all five players surrounded his goal. After this, we won our 
share of the basketball games with the big schools. 

The game with A & M in 1918 has been described in 
print more than any other Simmons College basketball game. 
We did not go in for tall men in that day. We wanted them 
quick, tall or short. Uncle Joe Smith, Clinton Adams, Grover 
Dick and Virgil Bradley were four typicals. In the last few 
seconds of the A & M game, with the score tied, Virgil Brad
ley was flat on his back fifteen or twenty feet from his goal, 
but no one had been fouled. He looked up and saw the ball 

. . 

right above his head, and caught it, instinctively threw it at 
. . 

the basket, and it went through. The timekeeper said the 
whistle blew after the ball had left Bradley's hands, and the 
officials counted the score. The A & M players and coaches 
contended that the whistle blew before the ball left his hands. 
They were rather unhappy and left for home on the mid
night train, without completing their schedule. 

In the 30s, 40s, and 50s, Simmons had regained stature 
as a football power, and during this time had three coaches, 
two of whom are still living, who attracted national attention. 
In the mid-thirties Frank Kimbrough, an older brother of 
''Jarring John" of Haskell and A & M fame had been 
coaching at Amarillo Junior College for some three or four 
years, and consistently had the champion Junior College 
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team in Texas. In 1933 Amarillo Junior College abandoned 
football, largely because they could not find worthy oppo
nents. Of course, these players were all eligible in any other 
school. It is not hard to see why Frank Kimbrough got a 
better job at his old alma mater, and brought with him thir
teen of his best players. There were only four or five first 
stringers in the Cowboy squad after the merger. During the 
next few years the Cowboys met A & M and SMU in Wichi
ta Falls. A & M won their game 3-0 in the last thirty sec
onds. We played SMU's Rose Bowl team, and were the first 
team to score against them that season, even though we lost 
the game 20-6. Dick Todd of Crowell was on the A & M 
team and Burns McKinney, who last season retired as a 
Southwest Conference referee, was a fullback for the Cow
boys. These two players were probably the most popular 
college players in the state, due to the publicity they received 
as high school players. 

A later coach, Warren Woodson, and Kimbrough each 
had unbeaten and untied seasons; and both had some play
ers who were champion groundgainers. Schools the size of 
Simmons had only one or two assistant coaches. Woodson 
was openly accused of being a little weak on defense. His 
reply was, '' The best defense is a vicious and effective of
fense." We can also point with pride to a number of out
standing Cowboys who went on to reflect great credit on 
the purple and gold, particularly Clyde (Bulldog) Turner 
and Eddie Sprinkle. 

The description of a number of other historic games 
brings thrills to the heart of the old graduates, but we do not 
want to burden you cold-blooded business men with too 
many details; but please let us tell you that in 1942 our 
beloved Cowboys defeated Baylor 14-13 in Waco. A f w 
weeks later they met SMU in San Antonio. The Cowboys 

32 



scored early and kicked for the extra point. Toward the clos
ing minutes SM U went over for a touchdown. The Cowboys 
were determined not to let SMU make an extra point. We 
had a little 150-pounder, ''Doc'' Mobley, who was the fastest 
man on any gridiron in Texas. He was so fast, and ran so 
close to the ground, he was often gone before the big tacklers 
reached where he had been. He sprinted by SMU's defense 
so fast that he blocked the kick completely. The officials de
clared he must have been offside he could not have reached 
there so quickly. They moved the Mustangs five yards closer 
and gave them another chance. Again '' Little Doc'' deprived 
the ball of a chance to go through the uprights, and the 
game ended right there, 7-6 in favor of the Cowboys. 

Under formidable coaches like Kimbrough, Woodson, 
and later Sammy Baugh, we won our share of a number of 
minor league bowl games; however, in the early 60s attend
ance at small college athletic contests became so light, with 

. . 

expenses so heavy, that the trustees in 1963 unanimously 
voted to abandon football as an athletic intercollegiate sport. 

The Physical Education program at Hardin-Simmons 
today is just as important in the minds of the deans in turn
ing out a well-educated individual as is English, · history, 
Latin, or any other academic subject. There are a number of 
faculty members whose main responsibility is to encourage 
intramural athletic contests. These contests have a purpose 
in the overall program to make a strong body as well as a 
sharp mind. To obtain maximum results in this department, 
however, a one-million-dollar physical education complex is 
needed. We have outgrown Marston Gymnasium; Rose Field 
House, at one time one of the largest assembly halls in West 
Texas, needs repairs-preferably replacement-with a coli
seum that can accommodate five thousand or more. 

This offers an opportunity for someone to memorialize a 
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loved one with such a facility. The service which the physical 
education depattment will render to its students will be limit
ed by_ the facilities and equipment that can be provided and 
maintained. With such ample facilities, we will turn out 
graduates with brawn as well as brain. A strong, healthy 
body generates a fertile, active brain. 

-»_.;.:. 
.,.. ::: ···:.: . 

. ":: 

❖• 

-:•' 
. ;: 

. .... , /~ 

•:. · .. · 

The Hardin-Simmons University "School Bus" of yester 
Will Watson year, used for publicity and parades - Sheriff 

in driver's seat. 
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