ChapterX

WARNING: GENIUS AT LARGE

In our research into the lives and achievements of exstudents of Hardin-Simmons University, we have been d~
lightfully surprised at the tremendous number of our people
who have done the unusual, accomplished the impossible,
and have lived, or are living, lives that challenge - for
service, romance and enthusiasm - the record of any institution in America, large or small.
It is still our plan to give you a short paragraph on a
good number of our exes who have distinguished themselves
by their ·areomplishments in one or more particular field.
This will be done in a later chapter, but we have discovered
one special "ex" who has given us a synopsis of his experiences on campus, and who has established such a thrilling
record of accomplishment in the business world, that he d~
serves a special chapter. His record would seem to prove
that he was probably the most mischievous student ever to
enroll on the ''Forty Acres'' at Abilene, Texas. Peculiarly .
enough, the professor who had the most responsibility in
disciplining this student is still, today, one of his best friends,
revered and loved by this student whose brain never '~enjoyed" an idle moment.
We are talking about C. V. Wood, Jr., now president of
the McCulloch Oil Corporation of Los Angeles, whose e p
rienc on the Hardin-Simmons campus was from 1937 to
1939, Ju t a few of his accomplishments:
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1) He laid out Disneyland, purchased the site for Walt
Disney, and managed the facility for the first year.
2) He designed a~d constructed "Six Flags Over Texas."

3) He now has four model cities under construction
throughout the nation.
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Dear Dr. Richardson:
I am sorry it has taken so long for me to answer your
letter regarding my fond memories of my student days
at H-S U, but here goes:
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And, can you beat this?: In 1969 and 1971 he was declared the ''World Champion Chile Cook" at Terlingua,
Texas, in the "Big Bend." For more, just read this letter:

,,·

1. The thing that stands out most in my mind is the
wonderful interest you always showed in me personally. I remember distinctly the last time they kicked
me out, your sitting down and explaining to me
how, by going to summer school at Oklahoma, I
could probably get in the fall semester and they
wouldn't know of all the disciplinary actions Dr.
Collins had found it necessary to take as a result of
a few of my pranks. If it hadn't been for you and
your tho,u ghtfulness that day, only the Lord knows
what might have happened to me in life.

2. Quite often I think back on the wonderful spirit that
existed on the old "40 acres." The football players,
the Cowboy Band, and good old Marion McClure
always striving to make the Band better and b tt
and more world known.

3. I'm sure that if I hadn't loved ·the school s · mu h
wouldn't have sp nt so much tim t yin . t fi u
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out how to get a little spirit into it, and I must say I
always felt there was a little twinkle in your eye
when l would do things like changing the lights on
top of the science building; turning loose the bats in
the chapel; taking the seats out of the chapel; digging
a hole that unfortunately Dr. Collins drove his car
into; and deciding that his office was a nice place for
a cow to spend the night. Maybe I carried it a little
too far in some cases, but really and truly our only
thought was just to make sure the school had a little
excitement and spirit.

4. I remember very well the wonderful little city of
Abilene and how thoughtful all the people were in
giving H-SU students rides from the campus to town
and back.
5. Also, I recall the time that we put a little spirit into
ACC and McMurry by moving ACC's concrete
letters to the base of McMurry's flagpole.
'

6. I remember the great night of the Junior/Senior
dinner when I locked everybody up that was supposed to be on the program in the storm cellar of
that old farmhouse out east of town. I remember I
had promised Dr. Collins that I would make certain
that the two class presidents made it to the dinner. I
never will understand why he got so upset because
the people on the program didn't get there.

You and all the faculty are certainly to be admired and
respected for the wonderful job you have done through
the years in keeping the school spirit going, along with
the marvelous building program. I am sorry I was out
of the cou _try and unable to make Homecoming this
y . ar, but c rta·nly bop - to be there ne ~t year and look

forward to seeing you, because without you and your
wonderful guidance and understanding through those
tough depression years, I seriously question whether
there would even be a Hardin-Simmons University
today.
Sincerely,
C. V. Wood, Jr.
Following is a brief biography of Mr. Wood taken from
a news release of Laurence Laurie and Associates of Los
Angeles and New York City:
C. V. Wood, Jr. is president of McCulloch Oil Corporation, a petroleum exploration and production company listed on the American and Pacific Coast stock
exchanges and through its wholly o~ned subsidiary,
McCulloch Properties, Inc., a national leader in the
creation and development of fully planned new communities.
He is a member of the Board of Governors of the
American Stock Exchange, one of ten outstanding business and civic leaders representing the American public
on the Exchange's 21-member Board of Governors,
and the first city-builder to be honored. Wood previously served as vice-chairman of the Exchange's Advisory Committee.
His achievements can be fairly measured only by the
grand scale of the challenges he has accepted In an
age when specialization has increasingly given way to
diversity, Wood has aptly been described as a div r ified genius. As financier and economist, as engin r
architect, designer, and builder, as mana m t onsultant and as land-use expert, he ha est blish d an
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enviable record of accomplishment.
Foremost among his successes is his international
reputation as a community builder, acquired by enlightened pioneering in the planning, creation and
development of new American cities. Wood has squared
off against one of the nation's greatest challenges accommodation of our booming population - by
setting basic design trends for the development of new
master-planned cities, vitally needed to cope with a
projected U. S. population growth of 100,000,000 to
140,000,000 within the next three decades.
Wood's master plan for Lake Havasu City, Arizona, ·n ine-year-old light industrial-resort city being
developed by McCulloch Properties, Inc., on the lower
Colorado River, is regarded as a classic of its kind,
combining a broad variety of policies and principles
with wealth of detail. Growing on schedule in accordance with Wood's master plan, Lake Havasu City is
generally considered to be a prototype of self-supporting new cities of the future.
Wood also directed the master planning of Pueblo
West, an equestrian-oriented new city being built by
McCulloch Properties for a projected 60,000 residents
in South Central Colorado; Fountain Hills, a planned
city for 70,000 people 19 miles northeast of Scottsdale,
Arizona, and site of the world's tallest fountain; and
two recreation-oriented resort and second-home communities: Holiday Island, on Table Rock Lake in the
Oz ark M o u n ta ins of northwestern Arkansas, and
Spring Creek, three miles south of Elko in the Ruby
Mountain country of Nevada, .

***
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Wood hails from Amarillo, Texas, where he attended elementary and high school. He won a scholarship
to Hardin-Simmons University as a champion trick
roper in the Cowboy Band; after two years there, he
switched to the University of Oklahoma, where he
received a bachelor's degree in petroleum engineering.
During World War II and the postwar period,
Wood was with Convair Corporation where, as chief
industrial engineer, he directed the layout of new plants,
systems, and procedures. In 1950 he became Director
of Southern California activities for the famed Stanford
Research Institute, supervising techno-economic projects for industry and the federal government.
Wood was the first employee of Disneyland, Inc.
As vice-president and general manager under the late
Walt Disney, he supervised selection and purchase of
the land for the now world-famous facility. He was in
charge · of planning, financing, and construction of
Disneyland, and he directed its first year of operation.
After leaving Disneyland, Wood formed his own
company, Marco Engineering, to provide the services
of market research and analysis, design, land and
facility utilization, management services, economic
planning, engineering, and construction coordination.
The company built Six Flags Over Texas, Cedar Point
in suburban Cleveland, the New York City Aquarium
and Freedomland, and other leisure-time facilities.
In 1968 Wood joined McCulloch in the purchase of
London Bridge. The h istoric span was dismantled in
London, shipped to this country, and rebuilt in i
original form at Lake Havasu City, wher a th
center-piece of a planned int rnational resort co1npl
it ·s de tined to make I"ake H v u City on
f th

nation's foremost all-year vacation and tourist centers.

***
Wood was a founder of the Mind Science Foundation, a charitable, scientific and educational institution
chartered in 1958 to coordinate, support, and extend
the study of the human mind. He is presently Secretary
of the Foundation as well as a member of both the
Board of Directors and the Board of Trustees.
Wood personally believes that his greatest natural
talent is the preparation of genuine Texas Chili. He
retired as the undefeated two-time World Champion
Chili Cook after taking top honors in 1969 and 1971
at the International Chili Society's annual cook-off at
Terlingua, Texas, with his own secret formula for
green chili.
Would you expect one with a business career so bold,
venturesome and very unusual to have been a calm, conservative "model" student in his college days? No, his fertile brain was working then just as it has in the years since,
in his business ventures.
With just a little mistake by the pedagogues at HardinSimmons University in 1937-39, C. V. Wood, Jr. might
have been just an ordinary businessman. This Dr. Richardson, professor, dean, acting president, president, and now
president emeritus, was big enough and wise enough to look
below the surface and realize what a tremendous career this
fertile brain might generate if his efforts should be turned in
the right direction; and this professor never lost an opportunity to remind C. V. of what he could accomplish if he
would marshal his thinking in the right direction.
In 1972, Mr. Wood was the largest donor to th Cowboy
Band Foundat· on for the erection of a qll:arter•million-dollar
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Band Hall, which was done without a penny of expense to
the University. As of this writing, payments on pledges to
this project are coming in every month, and soon there will
be a burning of the note and mortgage. It should be added,
however, that the Cowboy Band Foundation needs many
more millions of dollars so that the income will pay the
tuition for outstanding band men and trips for service to
communities as well as to the University.
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