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I~ Cat and Dog Test 
J !"lud&on Taylor said: "If your fath• 

md mother, your sister and brother, if tt 
rery cat and dog in the ~o~se, ~r~ not ha1 
Jier for your being Christian, 1t 1s a que 
tion whether you really are oneJ 

3100 Ingersoll's Aunt Sarah 
any a man or woman has borne ell 

1uent witness to his Christian faith by i: 

mobtrusive, inconspicious, consecrah 
ife. A relative of Robert Ingersoll, kno\\ 
n that family as Aunt Sarah, living on tl 
Pacific Coast, was a devout Bible stude1 
md a beautiful Christian. 

One day she received by mail 
package which, on opening, proved to be 
;opy of one of R.G.lngersoll's books, a 
1ttack on the Bible. On the flyleaf w 
written these words over Ingersoll's si: 

1ature: "If all Christians had lived Ii~ 
unt Sarah, perhaps this book woul 

11
ever have been written." The indispuh 
le fact of a consistent Christian life wa 
:iore disquieting to the great infidel 
nbelief than anything else. 



//-ff Ho1-y SPIRI,~ MIN:rS,RY 
To UNBELIEVERS? 

John 16:7-11 

-
The first thing we noticed as we focused on the Paraclete sayings in the Gospel of John 

was a description of the person of the Holy Spirit. However, one cannot go far in this 
passage without realizing another splendid truth about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not 
in our world just to be something. He is here to do something. The Holy Spirit has an 
exciting , unique, essential ministry to carry out in our world today. · 

We know the Holy Spirit has a ministry to believers. The Holy Spirit also has a ministry 
to unbelievers. One scholar calls this work among unbelievers the Holy Spirit's "reproving 
work." What does the Holy Spirit do for unbel ievers? 

iThe Fact of this Ministry- its B 

First, we need to confi rm the fact of 
:;:>- this ministry. The Holy Spirit does have a 

ministry among unbelievers. Some people 
are confused about that. 

The Bible makes it clear that the Holy 
Spirit does not indwell the unbeliever, for 
the Spirit comes only to those who 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Romans 8:9 says, "You are not in the 
flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the spirit of 
God dwells in you." 

The Holy Spirit does not indwell the 
unbeliever, but the Holy Spirit does make 
contact with and influence and affect 
unbelievers. In verse 8, Jesus did not say 
that the Holy Spirit convicts the saints of 
sin , righteousness, and judgment. Jesus 
said the Holy Spirit convicts the world of 
these things. 

The Holy Spirit is given not just to 
perform a ministry among us as believers 
but also to perform a ministry among 
unbelievers. That is a fact we must never 
lose sight of. 

The Function of this Ministry - V5, 8 

Notice, secondly, the function of this 
ministry. What does the Holy Spirit do for 
the unbeliever? The clearest answer in 
the New Testament i~ found .1}:verses ~ 
11 of our text. ~~ 

The key word~ the Greek word in 
verse 8, elegxei, (the future active of 
e/egcho). This word appears in the New 
Testament 17 times and is translated in 
eight different ways. It is translated: to 
reprove" in Luke 3: 19 (RSV); "to expose" 
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in John 3:20 (RSV); "to show him his 
fault" in Mt. 18:15 (KJV); "to convict" in 
John 8:46 (RSV); "to convince" in John 
16:8 (RSV); "to confute" in Titus 1 :9 
(RSV); "to rebuke" in Titus 1: 13 (RSV); 
and "to punish" in Hebrews 12:5 (RSV). 
All of these are translations of the same 
Greek word. 

What meaning can we assign to this 
enigmatic word to clearly understand 
what Jesus was saying about the Holy 
Spirit? Two basic ideas are involved. 

To elegxei means TO CONVICT. This 
is the way the New American Standard 
translates the word in verse 8. 

Convict is a Judicial term with forensic 
connotations. It is a word that finds its 
setting in the courtroom. 

A person is on trial. The evidence is 
presented. The jury withdraws to the jury 
room and 
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Convince is a persuasive term that 
has to do not with the facts but with our 
acceptance of those facts. 

The defendant hears the verdict of the 
jury, "Guilty." Something inside of him 
responds to that conviction with positive 
acceptance. "They are right," he cries out. 
"I am guilty." That is convincing. 

'7 In this case, elegxei means to awaken 
a sense of guilt, to bring the person who 
has been proven guilty to the point where 
he is ready to admit it. 

That is the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of the unbeliever, to point him to a 
fact and then to persuade him it is true. 

/, o convict an®>nvince! 

The Form of this Ministry vss, 'i-1/ 

About what does the Holy Spirit 
convict and convince the 

t h e n 
returns. The 
foreman of 
the jury 
hands the 
decision to 
the judge 
and he 

That is the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the ·life of the unbeliever, to point 
him to a fact and then to persuade 
him it is true. To convict and 

unbeliever? What is the form of 
this ministry? 

The Holy Spirit performs this 
convicting/convincing work in 
relationship to three specific 
ideas. convince! 

announces, 
"The jury has found the defendant guilty." 
That's conviction. 

The Holy Spirit convicts and 
convinces the unbeliever ' 
CONCERNING SIN (v. 9). 

That there is something wrong with 
mankind is a fact almost everyone 

In this case, elegxei means to expose, 
i7 to show a thing in its true colors, to prove 

guilty. 

accepts today. Gone is th 
optimism of the first part of nt ry 
which asserted that every day in every 
way, man is getting better and better. 
Instead, there is growing awareness that 
something is desperately wrong with us. 
We are not getting better and better every 
day. We are, instead, getting worse and 
worse. We have a problem. Almost 
everyone will agree with that statement. 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to 
expose the depravity of an unbeliever's 
life and to prove his guilt before God. To 
convict! 

To elegxei also means TO 
CONVINCE. This is the way the Revised 
Standard Version translates the word. 
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The disagreement arises when we seek 
to determine what the problem is. 

Some say it is the environment that is 
wrong and if we can improve our 
environment, everything will be all right. 

Some say it is the education that is 
wrong and if we can just teach people ~ 
adequately, everything will be all right. ~ 

Some say it is our physical condition 
that is wrong. People are sick. If we can 
just discover the right medicine and apply 
that medicine, then everything will be all 
right. 

Some say it is our psychological 
makeup that is wrong. If we can just give 
skilled psychotherapy and counseling , 
people will be all right. Hoyk ro1t,, 

In the midst of all of these confusing .2 
and conflicting descriptions, the Holy ' 
Spirit comes to the 
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When Jesus was here in the flesh, He 
made some incredible claims about His 
life. Among other things, He claimed to be 
the one and only answer for the problem 
of mankind, the perfect righteousness of 
God which could cover our sin. 

That's what He said when He was 
here. However, Jesus is gone now. We 
can no longer see Him in the flesh. We 
can no longer hear Him speaking directly 
to us. the Holy Spirit oints to the fact 
of Christ's righteousness and convinces 
us it is true. · 

The Holy Spirit not only shows~~,._ 
what e eally are, He also shows~~ 
for what He really is. 

J'"he Holy Spirit v. 11) convicts and 
convinces the unbeliever CONCERNING 
JUDGMENT. 

Because of 
who we are, unbeliever and says, "No! 

The problem is not 
environment or education 
or physical condition or 
psychological makeup. 
You are a sinner. That's 
the problem, and it is 

The Holy Spirit came into the world to convict 
and convince unbelievers of the need for a 
drastic change ln their understanding of sin, 
of righteousness, and of judgment. 

sinners, and 
because of who 
Jesus is, the 
righteousness of 
God, the Holy 

eating awR.y at , th~ )pn.~!- core 9 f . your , 
b • 11 ,~ ~,«;;,t~-P1Af_ emg. P-t/f---b 

The Holy Spirit points to the fact of our 
sin and convinces us it is true. He shows 
us what we really are. 

The Holy Spirit (~14~) convicts and 
convinces the unbeliever CONCERNING 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

What does this mean? The next 
phrase explains it "because I go to the 
Father and you no longer behold Me." 
The Holy Spirit convinces us of the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is His 
righteousness and not ours the Holy Spirit 
reveals. 

Spirit shows us 
that we cannot remain in our sin, we 
cannot reject Jesus, the Son of God, and 
escape the consequences. The Holy 
Spirit brings _ the unbeliever !9 ~ 
awareness of Judgment. ~ -~s-e ~ 

There are luminous moments in the 
lives of most unbelievers when they 
become aware of their sins and when 
they become aware of who Jesus Christ 
is, moments when they are suddenly filled 
with terror over the things they have 
done, experiences when they are shaken 
to the very core by the fact that, someday,· 
they must come before God. 
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Who reminds them of judgment? It is 
the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
came into the world to convict and 
convince unbelievers of the need for a 
drastic change in their understanding of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 

The Focus of this Ministry vs~, 7--8 

Notice also the focus of this ministry. 

Pages 

Because the world is wrapped in 
darkness and needs light, we must be 
transparent so that God's Holy Spirit can 
effectively carry out His reproving work 
through us. 

The Fruit of this Ministry 

One last thing: the fruit of this ministry. 
The Holy Spirit works on the hearts of 
unbelievers through us to convict and 
convince them of their sin and of the 
righteousness of Christ. What is the 

The Holy Spirit carries out this convicting 
and convincing ministry to unbelievers 
through us, through believers, through 
you and me. 

In verse 7, Jesus said the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, shall come to us, that is, to us 
believers. 

1- result? ew birth, changed lives. . 
' The Holy Spirit ministers to the hearts 

Because the world is wrapped in 
darkness and needs light, we 
must be transparent so that 
God's Holy Spirit can effectively 
carry out His reproving work 
through us. 

In erse 8, He added, "When He 
comes to us, to us believers, then He will 
convict the world concerning sin, 
righteousness, and judgment." 

The Holy Spirit does not come to the 
world. He comes to the Christian, to the 
church, to the believer. When the Holy 
Spirit operates in us as He intends, when 
He has freedom to work in us, He will 
have this threefold effect upon the world . 

Every believer needs to be 
transparent to the light of God's Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is like a light shining 
into a dark world. We are the lighthouse. 
We dare not block that light current by 
impurities and bitterness in our lives. 

of unbelievers for one reason and one 
reason only: to bring them to the point of 
conversion. 

The Holy Spirit shines into the life of 
unbelievers for one reason and one 
reason only: to show the way to salvation. 

A person needs t9risee two thi~ in 
order to be saved:u-nis sin an~he 
righteousness which God has provided 
for him in Christ. 

That's what the Holy Spirit reveals to 
the unbeliever. In the midst of the voices 
crying out, "Look what the world has 
come to!" the Holy Spirit points to Jesus 
and says, "Look Who has come to the 
world." 

When the unbeliever responds to the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit and accepts this 
Christ, he is saved and begins a new life. 

However, at this point, the Holy Spirit 
is not through with His work. In a sense, 
His work is only beginning. 

The Holy Spirit not only transforms 
unbelievers into believers. He also 

~, transforms believers intoiciples. In 
other words, the Holy Spirit lso has a 
ministry to the believer. e'II begin 
lookinQ at that in the next ssaae. 

_f0/1~ ~ ~ ~ 



BIBLE STUDY 

The Holy Spirit's 
Ministry to Unbelievers 

John 16:7-11 {NLT) 
7 But it is actually best for you that I go away, because 
if I don't, the Counselor won't come. If I do go away, he 
will come because I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convince the world of its sin, 
and of God's righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 
9 The world's sin is unbelief in me. 
JO Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, 
and you will see me no more. 
11 Judgment will come because the prince of this world 
has already been judged. 

I. THE FACT OF TIDS MINISTRY - vs 8 
> The Holy Spirit does have a ministry to unbelievers. 

Il. THE FUNCTION OF TIDS MINISTRY - vs 8 
1. To Convict - vs 8 

> To prove gu~lty 
2. To Convince - vs 8 

> To awaken a sense of guilt 

ID. THE FORM OF TIDS· MINISTRY - vss 8-11 
> The Holy Spirit convicts and convinces the 

unbeliever: ' 
. 1. Concerning Sin - vs 9 

2. _Concerning Righteousness-vs 10 
3. Concerning Judgment - vs 11 

Iv. THE FOCUS OF TIDS MINISTRY - vss 7-8 
> The Holy Spirit carries out His ministry through 

us as believers. 

V. THE FRUIT OF TIDS MINISTRY 
1. The result of the Holy Spirit's ministry through us 

to unbelievers is the New Birth-- changed lives! 
2. The result of the Holy Spirit's ministry is the 

transformation of believers into disciples. 

BIBLE STUDY I 
The Holy Spirit's 

Ministry to Unbelievers 

John 16:7-11 (NLT) 
7 But it is actually best for you that I go away, because 
if I don't, the Counselor won't come. If I do go away, he 
will come because I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convince the world of its sin, 
and of God's righteousness, and of the comingjudgment. 
9 The world's sin is unbelief in me. 
10 Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, 
and you will see me no more. 
11 Judgment will come because the prince of this world 
has already been judged. 

I. THE FACT OF THIS MINISTRY - vs 8 
> The Holy Spirit does have a ministry to unbelievers. 

II. THE FUNCTION OF THIS MINISTRY - vs 8 
1. To Convict - vs 8 

> To prove guilty 
2. To Convince - vs 8 

> To awaken a sense of guilt 

III. THE FORM OF THIS MINISTRY - vss 8-11 
> The Holy Spirit convicts and convinces the 

unbeliever: 
1. Concerning Sin - vs 9 
2. Concerning Righteousness - vs 10 
3. Concerning Judgment - vs 11 

IV. THE FOCUS OF THIS MINISTRY - vss 7-8 
> The Holy Spirit carries out His ministry through 

us as believers. 

V. THE FRUIT OF THIS MINISTRY 
1. The result of the Holy Spirit's ministry through us 

to unbelievers is the New Birth -- changed lives! 
2. The result of the Holy Spirit's ministry is the 

transformation of believers into disciples. 


