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Introduction iv 

been there, but the criteria become increasingly more diverse as tuition 
escalates. In a speech given during HSU's Diamond Jubilee year by the Dean 
of the Chapel of William Jewell College, the graduating class was reminded 
to "Choose your ruts well. You may be in them for a long time." The graduating 
students who heard that speech are now in the prime of their professional 
lives. Many of them have chosen to support the school financially because 
they believe that all who have the dream and the ability should have an 
opportunity to go to college. Scholarships awarded, grants received, and 
reports on financial funding are recorded here because of their critical importance 
to the ongoing of the institution. 

This portrait centers primarily around the lives of people who have been 
connected with Hardin-Simmons University since their individual and col- 
lective actions have resulted in the physical plant one sees, the spirit on campus 
one feels, and the education one is offered. The central message the university 
attempts to convey may be stated as follows: 

We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breath: 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs, 
He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best. 
Life's but a means unto an end; that end 
Beginning, mean, and end to all things, — God. 

It is recognized that the Centennial year should be a time of celebrating 
past achievements—"Hitherto has the Lord led us." There is also an acute 
awareness that insightful planning for the future of the University and its 
students is imperative—"Long may your worth increase." 
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A, iter the Texas and Pacific Railroad laid 
its line through West Texas, the town of Abilene sprang up in 1881 in only 
a few days, and less than a decade later, enough citizens wanted higher 
education for their children that they were willing to put aside denominational 
differences and use money saved for material comforts in order to build a 
college, a college which became Hardin-Simmons University. 

Students attend a university for a variety of reasons. Most go to gain skills 
which they hope will prepare them for careers. Some go simply out of 
intellectual curiosity. And some go specifically to develop a basic, compre- 
hensive view of themselves and the world—to formulate a philosophy of life. 
Christian schools, like Hardin-Simmons University, attempt to meet all of 
these concerns, especially the last one, and they do so from an explicitly 
Christian perspective. They assert, as most modern educators do, that no 
education is completely "objective"; everyone has a point of view, everyone 
has preconceptions and limitations which restrict one's ability to see the whole 
truth, and it is naive at best and disingenuous at worst to claim otherwise. 
Even the public, "secular" university merely comprises a variety of points of 
view—there is no "neutral" learning. Christian schools, therefore, affirm that 
the Christian scholar can and should leam from a variety of other outlooks, 
and the best schools work hard to expose their students properly to such 
alternatives, but they maintain all the while that those other perspectives need 
to be scrutinized in a community committed to the Christian faith, the bedrock 
of truth as Christians understand it. Hardin-Simmons University, like similar 
institutions, has had varying success in this task which is basic to its phi- 
losophy. 
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Hardin-Simmons University has experienced dramatic events over its first 
one hundred years, but no full-scale work had recorded either a general outline 
of its history or the patterns of thought and programming which occurred 
and recurred during those years. Moreover, influences which affected all 
academic institutions throughout the United States changed Hardin-Simmons 
also, and each new administration was forced to deal with these influences. 
This history takes these influences into account. 

Chapters One, Two, and Three outline the history of the founding of 
the school, the biographies of its early administrators, its mission, the early 
physical plant, early curriculum requirements, and student lifestyles. Presi- 
dents Friley, Thatcher, Hairfield, and Pope spent much of their time just 
keeping the school solvent. In 1902, O. H. Cooper became the chief admin- 
istrator. A former president of Baylor University, Cooper had spent his life 
in the field of education. He worked successfully to shape a more scholarly 
faculty in the nine years he presided at Simmons College. 

Chapters Four, Five, and Six relate the thirty-one years of school history 
under the administration of Jefferson D. Sandefer, who stabilized the college 
despite huge cultural and financial upheavals caused by World War I and 
the Great Depression. Due to his fundraising abilities and his academic 
awareness, the college became Simmons University in 1925, and Hardin- 
Simmons University in 1934. 

From 1940 to 1953 there was a transition period under three presidents. 
Dr. Lucien Campbell acted for a two-month interim period after Sandefer's 
death. President William R. White was instrumental in a new affiliation for 
the college with the Baptist General Convention of Texas in November of 
1940. Dr. Rupert N. Richardson, first a student at Simmons College from 
1907 to 1912 and next a professor of history, became the chief administrator 
from 1943 to 1953. He kept the school going as problems of decreased 
enrollment and resulting decreases in funding troubled HSU during World 
War II. A surge in Gl enrollment after the war then prompted an emergency 
building program to provide sufficient classroom space and married student 
housing. Many more teachers were hired to provide courses for the greatly 
increased enrollment. 

Chapters Nine and Ten capture the ability of three men to bring the school 
into a more progressive era. Evan A. Reiff was a scholarly president who insisted 
on a more disciplined arrangement of the university's finances and higher 
academic standards. Through his efforts the school was brought into line with 
requirements demanded by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 
His vice-president, George Graham, did a remarkable job of continuing toward 
these goals after the untimely death of President Reiff in 1962. Graham's year 
in office was followed by three years under President James H. Landes, who 
enhanced the school's reputation immeasurably as he introduced HSU to his 
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many friends in the state and, indeed, throughout the national Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Sitting on the Board of Trustees during the Reiff and Landes adminis- 
trations was Elwin L. Skiles. Born in West Texas, a student at HSU for two 
years of undergraduate work, and pastor of several churches culminating at 
the First Baptist Church of Abilene, Skiles "moved across town" from the 
church he had led for thirteen years to the University he had been closely 
connected to from birth. Chapters Eleven and Twelve emphasize Skiles' role 
in leading the school through the turbulent sixties. He listened to and evaluated 
student concerns while keeping the spiritual mission of the school intact and 
responding successfully to pressing demands for academic improvement, 
particularly at the graduate level. Skiles was also an excellent fundraiser, and 
the results of his several abilities continued to benefit the school long after 
his presidency and chancellorship ended. 

Many longtime supporters of HSU have expressed their feelings that the 
most recent president, Jesse Fletcher, was their idea of a president who could 
view all aspects of administration. He continued to upgrade academic standards, 
convinced the trustees to raise faculty salaries for the first time to a level 
commensurate with many other small denominational schools, balanced the 
desire for an athletic program with the necessity of a sound budget, and 
considered the future as well as the past in his decision making. Chapters 
Thirteen and Fourteen illustrate these facets which have accelerated progress 
and have readied the University to meet the twenty-first century. 

The last five presidents, then, aimed at the modernization of facilities 
and equipment and the raising of academic standards at both student and 
faculty levels, while at the same time striving to maintain Baptist distinctives 
to prepare students desiring to live an integrated Christian life to do so. HSU 
celebrates one hundred years of achievement just ten years after the city of 
Abilene celebrated its own centennial year. The history of the school mirrors 
the history of the area; the emphasis given to intellectual and cultural excellence 
by the school and the city is disproportionately large when compared to others 
of similar size. In the summer of 1990, Abilene was voted one of the top 
ten Ail-American cities. Despite recession, the city has kept its Philharmonic 
Orchestra financially sound and is funding a cultural museum to rejuvenate 
its downtown area, and its three local universities receive a major portion 
of their support from the city and its surrounding areas. Year by year, HSU 
continues to graduate leaders—not only directed towards religious vocations 
as its founders had idealized, but going forward successfully in all manner 
of vocations. Almost all private schools face the challenge of retaining their 
students since education has become very expensive. The strange phenomenon 
of "education being the one thing people are willing to pay for without getting" 
may disappear very soon. The challenge to provide a good education has always 
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been there, but the criteria become increasingly more diverse as tuition 
escalates. In a speech given during HSU's Diamond Jubilee year by the Dean 
of the Chapel of William Jewell College, the graduating class was reminded 
to "Choose your ruts well. You may be in them for a long time." The graduating 
students who heard that speech are now in the prime of their professional 
lives. Many of them have chosen to support the school financially because 
they believe that all who have the dream and the ability should have an 
opportunity to go to college. Scholarships awarded, grants received, and 
reports on financial funding are recorded here because of their critical importance 
to the ongoing of the institution. 

This portrait centers primarily around the lives of people who have been 
connected with Hardin-Simmons University since their individual and col- 
lective actions have resulted in the physical plant one sees, the spirit on campus 
one feels, and the education one is offered. The central message the university 
attempts to convey may be stated as follows: 

We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breath: 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs, 
He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best. 
Life's but a means unto an end; that end 
Beginning, mean, and end to all things, — God. 

It is recognized that the Centennial year should be a time of celebrating 
past achievements—"Hitherto has the Lord led us." There is also an acute 
awareness that insightful planning for the future of the University and its 
students is imperative—"Long may your worth increase." 
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One 
Founding Simmons College 

G citizens of the new town of Abilene 
wanted their own college. A town meeting had been held and a "School 
Locating Committee" was appointed to secure bids from groups in the area 
which might wish to locate a school in their communities. When the school 
committee met on October 17, 1890, they voted to accept the proposition 
from Abilene on a motion by Judge H. C. Hord of Sweetwater.1 The twenty- 
two small Baptist churches located between Callahan County to the east and 
El Paso to the west had constituted themselves into what was known as the 
Sweetwater Baptist Association. When church representatives met for the 
annual session of the Association on August 2, 1890, they heard a recom- 
mendation from the committee from Abilene chaired by Judge K. K. Legett, 
a lay leader of the Abilene Baptist Church, calling for the establishment of 
a Baptist College within the district of the Association.2 R. C. Burleson, President 
of Baylor College and visitor at the meeting, vigorously objected to the idea 
since he felt all available support was needed to undergird Baylor. Despite 
his protest, the recommendation was adopted. This action was bold when 
one considers the primitive conditions of the time. It was proposed that the 
new school in Abilene be named The Abilene Baptist College.3 The total Baptist 
population from which the primary financial support would come was less 
than 3,000 people who were scattered over a five hundred mile area. Texas 
had become the twenty-eighth state of the American Union in 1845, but 
another fifty years passed before civilization settled across this huge and 
sparsely populated state. Some settlers stopped at Fort Worth, the "entrance 
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to the wild west," and some journeyed farther to the western half of Texas, 
living at first in tents, dugouts, and nondescript shacks. Bran sacks and roof 
shingles were used to cover window openings when needed, and newspapers 
often lined the inside walls of the primitive houses. If a settler were wealthy 
enough to own a carpet, it was laid on bran sacks on top of dirt floors.4 

In 1858, the seventh legislature of Texas had created Taylor County along 
with half a dozen other counties surrounding it, and adventurous souls 
continued to arrive. The thirty square mile county is bisected from east to 
west by a range of low, flat-topped hills called the Callahan Divide. Elm Creek 
leaves the hills at Buffalo Gap and runs through the area which became Abilene. 
There were no roads in West Texas—only the old military trail which 
connected the forts built to protect the country from hostile Indians. This 
trail began at the Red River and followed to Phantom Hill and on to the Mexican 
border. No bridges had been built at this time, and both men and animals 
had to swim to cross the creeks and streams when the rains were heavy.5 

Enthusiastic land developers used the climate of Taylor County and 
Southwest Texas to advertise the attractiveness of the area to newcomers. 
Settlers soon discovered that the usually moderate winters sometimes included 
treacherous blizzards. The low total rainfall allowed for the growth of only 
a few native trees along the watercourse and, except in rare wet years, few 
blooming plants flourished on the open grassy plains. Mesquite trees, looking 
at best like ornamental oriental trees but resembling mostly the scraggly ends 
of old peach orchards, gave little shade and proved difficult to remove. With 
few trees as windbreaks, dust storms were a constant problem. The wind 
was a relief during mercilessly hot summer nights, however, as the climate's 
only extreme was the heat of the long summers.6 Abundant wildlife in the 
area—buffalo, wolf, deer, antelope, opossum, quail, and turkey—enabled the 
earliest settlers to live "off the land." During the 1870s and early 1880s, the 
rich grassland supported huge herds of buffalo, attracting hunters and hide 
buyers. This era soon ended: 

During two months at the peak of their kill—December 1877 and 
January 1878—the hunters took at least 100,000 hides from the Texas 
range. During the following season, however, only a few small herds 
could be found, and by 1880, the buffalo were gone.7 

Settlers made money collecting bleached buffalo bones which were 
ground up and used for cattle feed and fertilizer, and were shipped overseas 
to make buttons for clothing.8 Stockmen were drawn to the open grassy plains 
to raise healthy cattle and herd them north to the railheads where they brought 
top prices. In 1885, however, there was a severe winter followed by a drought. 
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Many owners were forced to sell their animals, and the beef market collapsed 
for a few years.9 Meanwhile, ground water supplies were discovered, windmills 
made water available, and barbed wire was invented. The buying of land 
boomed and fencing increased rapidly. 

During these years, the Texas and Pacific Railroad system pushed across 
Texas. Eventually, towns sprang up wherever there were railroads to transport 
enterprising and cultivated citizens as well as wild and legendary characters 
who furnished the stereotypes for western movies. When asked if early Abilene 
had been a particularly wild town a century before, Dr. Rupert N. Richardson, 
who was born in West Texas before the turn of the century, implied that 
it was not the worst but it was plenty rough: 

I wouldn't say it was any worse than some cities like Dodge City. It 
wasn't a terminal railroad town very long. The toughest places were 
generally places such as Denison, Texas, where the railroad ended . 
. ..You'd get the focusing of business and people there all right, and 
you'd get the focusing of the toughs.10 

Good men began to prosper in this western half of Texas when they 
speculated well. Clairborne Walker Merchant and John Simpson were two 
such men. "Clabe" Merchant and Simpson, both in the cattle business, met 
at Simpson's Hashknife Ranch11 with some Texas & Pacific Railroad officials 
in August of 1880 to discuss the idea of locating a town on Milepost No. 
407, and signed papers to that effect in December.12 J. Stoddard Johnston 
came to Taylor County that year as an agent for the railroad. As their 
representative, all Texas and Pacific lands were deeded to him. "He platted 
the new town with ingenuity, drawing many streets on his plat that would 
not exist for years. He numbered the east/west streets, and gave names of 
trees, such as pine, oak, pecan, chestnut, poplar, to streets running north 
and south."13Johnston enthusiastically included a site for a courthouse, hoping 
that the Taylor County seat would eventually be moved from Buffalo Gap 
to Abilene. He wrote articles advertising the possibilities for a good life and 
promising that law would be upheld, churches and schools would be formed, 
and businesses would prosper.14 Many residents of Buffalo Gap, thirteen miles 
away, began moving to Abilene once they knew their town would not be 
on the new railroad route. 

By March 15, 1881, some 2,000 people had gathered for the sale of town 
lots, a colorful and historic event which went on for two days. Weeks before 
the sale, people had begun to camp on the townsite in small tents, in wagons, 
and even in a huge tent pitched by the railroad where cots were lined up 
to be rented to prospective buyers. March winds and rain made mud, but 
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despite the discomforts, people built campfires to keep warm and just waited. 
The sun shone the morning of the bidding and by the end of the second 
day, 317 lots had been sold to about 200 men at a total value of $51,360.15 

Colorful stories including gunfights surround the election which concerned 
the moving of the county seat from Buffalo Gap to Abilene in 1883. The city 
was incorporated that year, and the population grew from a few hundred 
to over 2,200. Laws were passed to prohibit the settling of arguments with 
guns, to keep rowdy cowboys from riding horses on the Texas and Pacific 
platform, and to outlaw gambling houses and houses of prostitution.16 Horse 
racing continued as a pastime as did the supposedly outlawed cock fights. 
(Gambling continued in back alleys). The streets were not paved, nor were 
the blocks clearly defined, although all streets were named. There were board 
sidewalks only as far as the houses extended, which meant only a few blocks 
on either side of the railroad tracks. 

The new property owners had lumber shipped by railroad from Fort 
Worth to build simple box-and-strip houses, although a few people like C. 
W. Merchant were wealthy enough to build homes of stone. All necessary 
businesses were erected: dry goods and grocery stores, bank, cotton mill and 
gin, restaurant, hotel, and a one-room schoolhouse. Shops, in many cases, 
began by trading their wares for goods produced by the settlers instead of 
exchanging money. Frontier settlements always included rough saloons and 
houses of prostitution, so it was good news when church buildings began 
to be built. Four or five denominations built churches during the first five 
years of settlement. The Baptist church was built at North Fourth and Cedar 
Streets in the fall of 1883.17 Fortunately, the majority of citizens in this new 
community were law abiding and wanted the new town to flourish. 

For the few hours of each week when people had time and energy to 
socialize, private clubs like the Odd Fellows and Masons were popular for 
men, while women began "study clubs" to research subjects that interested 
them, and held pre-wedding celebrations including showers and teas. As in 
other frontier areas, dancing was very popular, both formal and informal, 
and other social activities included theatrical productions, band concerts, 
touring groups, reading groups, and opera. The first opera house was located 
above a saloon and was the setting not only for opera but for other gatherings 
as well. In 1884, the Shakespearean Club was officially begun, making it the 
oldest reading club in the state of Texas.18 

A newspaper was needed for the new town. The Buffalo Gap Eagle was 
bought by young C. E. Gilbert and renamed the Abilene Reporter. The first 
issue was printed on June 17, 1881. W. L. Gibbs began a newspaper, the 
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Magnetic Quill, to fight for ranchers' rights, since Gibbs' competitor, Gilbert, 
believed the farmers of the area deserved a better chance than they were getting. 
By 1885, the arguing between the two newsmen had become so heated that 
one editor challenged the other to a duel, and although neither was seriously 
hurt physically, the Magnetic Quill stopped publishing and the Abilene 
Reporter continued to publish despite losing money for over a year because 
the public was so upset.19 Gilbert restored his reputation by encouraging the 
beginning of an annual Abilene Fair, and people flocked to enjoy the first 
Fair in 1884.20 

SCHOOLING IN WEST TEXAS 

Schooling was important, although it meant that some ranchers had to 
hire private tutors to teach their children right on the ranch, the nearest schools 
being many miles away. 

In the early one or two-room schools in Abilene, the children rarely had 
uniform textbooks until the late 1890s. They brought to school whatever their 
parents had procured by whatever means. Professor E. V. White, whose father 
taught the first school in nearby Merkel in 1882, laconically recounts his 
problems caused by interpretation: 

The plan [of bringing textbooks from home] seemed to work well 
at all times except when we studied the Civil War period of American 
History. I remember, particularly, that bad feeling was developed in 
one of such classes. One group had a book written by Alexander H. 
Stephens, formerly Vice-president of the Confederacy. Then some boys 
from the State of Kansas brought with them a copy of American History 
by Baines. The two books—one containing the prejudices of the 
Confederacy, the other, the prejudices of the Union—were irrecon- 
cilable as to the numbers engaged in battles of the Civil War, the 
victories or defeats of one side or the other, and the consequent 
importance of each engagement. This event seemed to open the eyes 
of the natives in two respects: first, it destroyed the idea which many 
of us held that a printed book could not contain untruthful statements: 
second, it impressed us with the home teaching that "damned yankee" 
was a reality and not a fantastic romance of the mind.21 

A school for blacks opened in Abilene in 1890 and continued in a variety 
of buildings until integration took place in the 1960s.22 There had been some 
slaves brought to live in western Texas until emancipation, but although they 
were denied the kind of opportunities for education and advancement the 
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Anglos had, there was not the hatred and extreme bigotry towards blacks 
that lasted so long in the South and some parts of eastern Texas. There was 
economic bigotry toward people of Spanish descent since most of these families 
had to have their children in and out of school to help farm. It took many 
years, therefore, for members of these groups to have the opportunity to assume 
academic and economic leadership. 

If a boy or girl went beyond the stage of the one-room schoolhouse, he 
or she could attend one of the several small colleges west of Fort Worth, 
including the Methodist Belle Plains College, the Buffalo Gap College spon- 
sored by the Cumberland Presbyterians, and Merkel College, also Presby- 
terian.23 

When the "Who's who" of the new town met one day around the wood 
stove at the back of Will Young's dry goods store to talk about building a 
local college, K. K. Legett was a prime mover. Of him and men like him, 
it was said, "Such American frontier prototypes as K. K. Legett were very 
often founding fathers before they became parents, and long before they were 
old men, they were old-timers."24 The syndicate of Otto W. Steffens and 
Associates gave the money and the original property on which the school 
was to be built, according to most records. Thomas Brunson Prescott, in his 
doctoral dissertation completed in 1933, quotes the resolution of the first 
Board of Trustees drawn up in October of 1890, as saying that the Steffens' 
bid plus $10,000 was accepted, subject to conditions, one of which was that 
the proposition be accepted by the following month of November 1890.25 

In a letter dated October 20,1890, the Sweetwater Association pledged $ 1,000, 
and the Baptist Church and citizens of Abilene pledged to raise $4,000. The 
Charter of the Abilene Baptist College was adopted on February 18, 1891. 

Steffens and his associates withdrew their offer before the Association, 
the First Baptist Church and other citizens of Abilene had time to raise the 
money required of them by terms of the original offer. According to a report 
of the Locating Committee in August 1891 to the Sweetwater Association, 
and a personal letter to author Prescott from H. D. Hord in 1930, Otto W. 
Steffens, Henry Sayles, and G. H. Connell retired from the original Board 
of Trustees unexpectedly. No reasons are recorded, and their contract was 
never consummated.26 According to the deed records of Taylor County, George 
P. Phillips and his associates, Theo. O. Vogel and E. T. Ambler, composed 
the syndicate which finally donated the original sixteen acres to the Abilene 
Baptist College plus $5,000 in April 1891 "subject to a building being erected 
within a reasonable time."27 According to Judge R. C. Crane, attorney and 
scholar, there was a further condition that an additional amount of at least 
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$5,000 should be raised by interested friends for the erection of the main 
college building. The offer was accepted. A fifteen member Board of Trustees 
was named, and an architect by the name of Archer was chosen to begin 
drawing up plans. 

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM JAMES B. SIMMONS 

As the appointed committee was gathering money to build the first 
building, architectural fees and other expenses grew more quickly than the 
contributions, and the committee feared they would not find enough resources. 
George W. Smith, pastor of the Baptist church of Abilene and first chairman 
of the Board of Trustees for the new school, wrote a letter to Dr. O. C. Pope, 
who had been Superintendent of Missions in West Texas. Smith asked if he 
knew of a source of financial help for this prospective school in Abilene. Pope 
had been living in New York City since 1885 and was working with the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society. Dr. James B. Simmons was connected 
with that work and was well-known for his philanthrophies, including 
fundraising for nine other schools. Pope turned Dr. Smith's letter over to Dr. 
Simmons and urged Simmons to consider the situation.29 

James B. Simmons became the rescuer of the school.30 With his means 
and that of his family and friends, plus an interest in the school which lasted 
the rest of his life, Simmons made possible the founding of the school. 

This giant in the life of Hardin-Simmons University was born in Dutchess 
County, New York, of Dutch and Scottish parentage. He became a Christian 
in his teens and was baptized before leaving home to attend a school at 
Sheffield, Massachusetts, where his older brother, Edward, was teaching. 
Simmons spent three years at Madison University in Hamilton, New York, 
preparing for college. He entered the freshman class there in 1847, but soon 
moved to Brown University, living in a garret and doing janitorial work while 
attending school. He graduated in 1851 and began three years of study in 
Theology which culminated at Newton Theological Institution, near Boston. 

Simmons married Mary Eliza Stevens, a young Quaker, from Providence, 
Rhode Island. She came from a home of some means and graduated with 
distinction at the Quaker college near Providence. When her husband entered 
seminary, she also began to study Hebrew, Greek, and other subjects at the 
seminary. In 1854, Robert Stevens was born to them. As a young man, Robert 
pursued a degree in Homeopathy from a medical college in New York, and 
throughout his life he contributed to Simmons College his time, prayer, and 
money. 
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While James B. Simmons studied at Newton, he acted as pastor of Third 
Baptist Church in Providence and quickly earned a fine reputation. In 1857, 
the family moved so that Simmons might take the pastorate at First Baptist 
Church in Indianapolis until 1861 when they moved to Philadelphia to work 
in the Fifth Baptist Church. While there, he led the congregation in building 
a beautiful church in Gothic English style. After he left Philadelphia, Simmons 
was awarded two honorary doctorates from universities which appreciated 
his ability in the ministry and his ability to motivate people to give funds 
to keep church schools open. In 1867, he was appointed corresponding 
secretary of the American Baptist Home Mission Society. He confronted the 
condition of the four million slaves who were freed at the war's end but living 
in poverty and needing education and other advantages. 

At Boston, in 1869, it was resolved to elect a secretary to have in special 
charge, the education and mission work in the South, and Dr. Simmons, 
who was unwilling to take charge of a work for one race only, was 
elected corresponding secretary for the Education and Southern De- 
partment, and soon began an active campaign for helping the South 
.... His first effort was to establish a Christian school for freedom 
in Richmond, Virginia .... Dr. Simmons wanted a good building and 
succeeded in obtaining an appropriation of $ 10,000 from the Freedmen's 
Bureau, then operated by the Government, and with the money, 
purchased the old United States Hotel. . . converting it into a school 
which he named "The Richmond Institute."31 

Simmons wished to build a school like this in every one of the southern 
states and managed to found seven schools "as the efficient secretary of the 
Home Mission Society, and at a time when sectional spirit was high and 
prejudices strong; yet he held the confidence of the brethren North and won 
the hearts of the brethren South."32 

In 1874, he retired from this position to pastor Trinity Baptist Church 
in New York City for the next eight years and then was elected as field secretary 
for the State of New York by the board of the American Baptist Publication 
Society. He spoke from dozens of pulpits to raise money for Bible and mission 
work. He had, over the years, involved himself in fund-raising campaigns 
for two other schools, one in Indiana which closed after a few years, and 
the other being what became eventually the University of Columbia in 
Washington, D.C.33 It was not at all strange, then, that he responded to the 
letter from George W. Smith calling for help for a Baptist College. In the 
biography of Simmons titled A Foundation Builder. Dr. O. C. Pope wrote: 

I gave him the address of Dr. Simmons and correspondence was begun 
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between them. Dr. Simmons and his son visited the field, and the 
result was that through the benefactions of himself and his family, 
Simmons College, at Abilene, Texas, has begun its career of blessing 
in the Southwest. Located in a fertile country with a field to draw 
from twice as large as the entire state of New York, and which is rapidly 
filling up with population, it is difficult to estimate the future pos- 
sibilities of Simmons College. As a name for this school, Dr. Simmons 
chose "Christlieb College," which translated from the German language 
to the "College of Christ's Love."34 

In 1891, Dr. Simmons was in New Orleans on business and came the 
extra six hundred miles to Abilene to view the property and to meet with 
the others interested in the fledgling college. Afterwards, in a letter to Reverend 
R. T. Hanks, then pastor at the Baptist church in Abilene, Simmons explained 
his particular concern that the primary purpose of a Christian school should 
be to train missionaries: 

How great the need of scholarly men to translate God's Word into 
all those 2,700 languages and of missionaries too, to carry that word 
to the millions of the lost race! Impress this upon your audience, I 
beg of you, till their hearts ache. Show particularly to your young men 
of wealth, both in public speech and private conversation, that this 
is what colleges and seminaries spring out of, and are required by 
the Great Commission. In no other way can we give this gospel to 
every creature except by means of learned men as translators and 
expounders, and at least by well-equipped men as preachers to those 
millions of our race who speak other tongues and dwell under other 
skies than ours. Just in proportion as you make men of wealth see 
this, just in that proportion will you get money from them to build 
and endow schools. Do not let them feel that a Christian college is 
a burden, any more than the church is a burden, or the Bible school, 
or the Bible Society, or the Bible itself. All are blessings; all are easy 
and light. Jesus says so. "My yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
The Great Commission, Matthew 28, requires Christians to tread every 
line of latitude and every line of longitude over this vast earth, and 
to preach the gospel at the crossing of all these lines if only one human 
being is found to dwell there. And as there are three generations in 
each century, we must cover the globe three times over with our 
preaching and teaching every hundred years in carrying the gospel 
into all the world—to every creature. This will keep us so busy that 
we need not stop over differences of trifling importance. That is what 
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the college is for, to raise up foreign missionaries as well as home 
missionaries. The greater includes the less. Foreign missions is the 
greater, and for every foreign missionary that you train and send out 
through this College, God will give to you through this College, ten 
home missionaries. Try it and see. Talk it up, pray for it, and work 
for it.35 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees in November of 1891, the Charter 
resolved that "The corporate name of The Abilene Baptist College' be changed 
to that of The Simmons College,' provided that Reverend J. B. Simmons, 
D.D., of New York contribute to said college the sum of $5,000."36 When 
Dr. Simmons gave his subscription of $5,000, he presented a "Foundation 
Agreement," a statement of his philosophical and spiritual viewpoints which 
was adopted by the Board37 on July 29, 1891. Three years later, at a meeting 
of the Board in February, 1894, the resolution was adopted to shorten the 
corporate name of The Simmons College to that of Simmons College.38 Dr. 
Simmons, who desired that all honor be given to Christ, continued to refer 
to the school as "Christlieb" all his life. 

Mrs. Simmons passed away two years after the college opened and was 
the first to be buried on its grounds. Dr. Simmons died at the age of seventy- 
eight on December 17, 1905, believing, according to his friends, "that a great 
institution of Christian learning is the most permanent memorial possible on 
this earth."39 After his death, his remains were conveyed from New York to 
Abilene, and funeral services were held with eulogies by Lee R. Scarborough 
of First Baptist Church, Judge K. K. Legett, R. T. Hanks, and Oscar H. Cooper. 
His body was laid to rest beside that of his wife in the small cemetery on 
his beloved campus. The inscription on the tomb of James B. Simmons in 
"The Quadrangle" on campus bears out his belief in the Great Commission 
and reads: "His constant plea was Tet us beseech Christ daily to use our 
schools for His world-wide conquests." 

CELEBRATING THE FOUNDING OF THE COLLEGE 

On May 1, 1891, the Abilene Reporter described the busy scene on 
the newly acquired grounds and mentioned that the main building was being 
constructed by the firm of Russell, Winter, and Miller. A month later the 
newspaper announced that trustees of the Baptist College had decided to have 
a "grand old fashioned basket picnic on the college grounds in North Park 
on the Fourth of July, at which time the cap stone of the main building will 
be laid .... In the afternoon a sale of the 60 lots donated by North Park 
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Company to the college, will take place."40 Many of the Baptists of the Sweetwater 
Association were expected to attend, as were others from outside Abilene who 
were interested in the building of educational institutions. A few days later, 
the newspaper announced that the school committee and supporting friends 
would add to the basket picnic a barbecue, and invited all of West Texas 
to come.41 Every few days there was another announcement reminding the 
public of the cornerstone laying. 

There was a parade up the length of Hickory Street made up of the Abilene 
Military Company, the Abilene Fire Department, the Abilene Light Infantry 
Band, and the Masonic Fraternity, followed by horse-drawn buggies, wagons, 
children on burros, and many citizens walking. Excursion trains brought many 
people to the barbecue including a special train from Cisco since so many 
from the Sweetwater Baptist Association wished to come. 

General John Sayles welcomed all visitors. General Sayles and his wife, 
the former Mary Elizabeth Gillespie, had moved to Abilene in 1886. He had 
helped begin Baylor Law School before moving to West Texas. His son, Henry 
Sayles, married to Hattie McAlpine, had begun practicing law in Galveston 
in 1876, but moved to Abilene in 1886 and set up a law practice with his 
father. Sayles Avenue, one of the thoroughfares in the city, is named for this 
family.42 

The total attending the barbecue, including prospective students, faculty, 
and townspeople, came to about 4,000. They consumed 6,500 pounds of 
barbecued meat, 150 pounds of coffee, an entire barrel of pickles, and 7,000 
pounds of ice in the lemonade.43 

The cornerstone was laid by the Masons, and it was such an auspicious 
moment that General Sayles called for a song. The only song the assembled 
Masons all knew was a funeral dirge, so they began to sing: 

Hark, from the tomb, a doleful sound 
Mine ears attend the cry; 
Ye living men come view the ground 
Where ye must shortly lie.44 

General Sayles quickly decided they should sing something more cheerful 
but on the spot could think only of "Auld Lange Syne." The huge crowd good- 
naturedly joined him nonetheless in this equally inappropriate, but more 
festive song. One visiting newspaper reporter recounted: 

The laying of the cornerstone was done rapidly owing to the immense 
heat, and the crowd soon adjourned to the splendid arbor which had 
been built for the occasion and which was large and commodious 
and a splendid protection from the hot rays of the sun. Here the crowd 
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was entertained with speeches until twelve o'clock when dinner was 
announced .... Taken as a whole, the barbecue was a great success 
and the whole- souled enterprising people of Abilene covered themselves 
with glory, and their guests of the day can always point with pride 
to their magnificent celebration of the ever glorious Fourth of July, 
satisfied that no city can excel her in hospitality to her invited guests.45 

Among those guests were the newly appointed United States Senator, 
the Honorable Horace Chilton, and Dr. B. H. Carroll, who delivered an address 
on Christian education. After the meal, Colonel J. T. Hurley of Fort Worth 
spoke on the great resources of Texas, and there were short speeches by Judge 
Webb of Baird and Colonel Fred Cockrell. Another news reporter commented 
that "the very best order was observed throughout, not a drunk man was 
seen on the grounds, which speaks volumes for West Texas."46 

According to the report of the trustees on August 1, 1891, to the 
Sweetwater Association, the total of $17,245 in cash subscriptions had been 
made toward the paying for the cost of the first building. This sum was made 
up by these subscriptions: Abilene $6,000, Colorado City $240, Anson $475, 
Rev. J. B. Simmons $5,000, Sweetwater $530, and Syndicate $5,000. About 
$9,000 was immediately available, but in order to finish and equip the first 
building, the Association instructed the Board of Trustees of the college to 
employ a financial agent as soon as possible to raise further money. 

FIRST PRESIDENT, W. C. FR1LEY: 1892-1894 

Strong leadership was crucial to the continuation of the struggling school 
and was ably manifested by the first president, W. C. Friley. William Chris- 
topher Friley was born in Yazoo County, Mississippi, to John J. and Mary 
F. Friley on July 12, 1845, eight days after Texas voted for annexation to 
the United States. Friley became a Baptist at fourteen years of age and began 
to preach in 1866.47 Friley entered Mississippi College in Clinton during the 
1868-69 year and graduated in 1871. He completed the Bachelor of Philosophy 
degree and became assistant instructor there for the next two sessions. Because 
the college was in financial trouble and a fund-raising campaign was in 
progress, Friley was one of twenty-seven Mississippi College teachers who 
offered to devote one year of his time to rescue the College from debt, taking 
no pay "save their actual expenses."48 During the time he was teaching, Friley 
acted as pastor of the Yazoo City Baptist Church and was involved in the 
Baptist Association. He was also pastor of a small Yazoo City Mission. 

One of Friley's granddaughters recalls the story that, in 1874, Friley came 



13 Founding Simmons College 

to preach in the town where her grandmother lived as a young girl.49 As he 
started his sermon, he noticed Susan Ellen Douglas sitting in one of the front 
rows, and was so impressed that he had to step down from the platform because 
he forgot the rest of his speech. After six weeks of courting, they were married, 
Ellen at age twenty and W. C. at age twenty-eight. 

Evidently the young couple were most courageous and willing to attempt 
some formidable tasks for they agreed to begin mission work in the Mississippi 
Bottoms in 1876. This area between the Yazoo and the Mississippi rivers was 
a most difficult environment in which to preach because of a rough class 
of men, an unhealthy climate, and the difficulty of getting from place to place 
due to the high water in winter and spring. Friley served for a few months 
and then moved his wife and baby daughter, Willie Hall, to Trenton, Louisiana, 
a hundred miles away. There he pastored the Hasley Baptist Church and four 
more children were born—Mary Augusta, 1876; Mittie Key, 1878; John 
Everett, 1880; and Henry Douglas, 1884. 

Next, he served at Monroe Church across the river until 1878, when 
he was elected state evangelist for Louisiana only two years after leaving 
Mississippi. "Brother Friley has canvassed a large portion of North Louisiana 
and has visited many churches and some communities where there are no 
churches and has done much good. He traveled as much as 150 miles from 
home by horse and buggy."50 

At the annual Louisiana Convention in 1879, Friley, as chairman of a 
committee, reported on the "Condition of Colored People." The gist of the 
report was that more should be done to improve the situation both socially 
and evangelistically and that a man would be hired for this work. At the 
convention meeting a year later, he reported that the committee had invited 
black ministers to sit with them and that three pastors had accepted the 
invitation. Apparently, Friley cared about the black population with an 
empathy similar to that of J. B. Simmons. He resigned as state evangelist after 
six years, after having averaged up to 3,500 miles of travel each year. 

The second Louisiana home for the Friley family was in Ruston. Once 
again he was involved in pioneer work. During the 1886 Convention, he was 
nominated to edit a new publication named "The Baptist Chronicle," which 
was to report the work in Louisiana. In 1885, Friley became president of 
a school which later became known as Ruston College. This service overlapped 
his tenure as pastor of the church. Charles E. was born in 1887, and the 
family lived in Ruston through 1889. The couple eventually had eight children.51 

In 1890, at the age of forty-five, Friley accepted a pastorate in Taylor, 
Texas, 350 miles west of Ruston. Texans appreciated Friley. He was appointed 
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to be a delegate at the Baptist General Convention's Annual Meeting. The 
next year, he preached the annual missionary sermon, was appointed to the 
committee on the Sabbath Schools, and gave a report on books and periodicals 
in which he encouraged every Baptist to read a Baptist paper. The following 
year Friley made several reports, preached the central sermon, and reported 
again on Sunday School work.52 He admonished the delegates to show "more 
interest in this department of Christian labor, and [we] recommend that the 
Association urge the pastors and delegates to greater efforts in Sunday School 
work." In 1891, he preached at the Baptist General Convention of Texas in 
Waco, and was named to a committee on "Colored Population" because of 
his longstanding concern for education, both academic and spiritual, for 
blacks.53 

By May of 1892, Friley had been welcomed by the Board of Trustees 
as the first president of the Simmons College of Abilene. The family had come 
280 miles west from Taylor and were more than five hundred miles from 
their roots in Mississippi. Another son, Oscar Park, had been born in 1891, 
and yet Mrs. Friley was willing to accept the challenge of working with her 
husband to establish this new Baptist school. Friley began to prepare for the 
first Fall term. 

The Abilene Reporter announced in July of 1892 that the company was 
offering ten scholarships of $50 each, to be distributed among students who 
would enroll in the school from the immediately surrounding counties. By 
the opening of school, eighty-nine students had enrolled. 

SIMMONS COLLEGE OPENS 

By February of 1892 the first building, a three-story, red brick structure, 
was completed at a cost of $13,000. It included housing for female boarders 
and the Friley family, an auditorium, an office, a library room, classrooms, 
and small recital rooms. All cooking was done in a kitchen separated from 
the main building. The first floor contained the president's office and the 
library, two classrooms, two stairways, and four bedrooms for the president, 
his family, and lady faculty members. On the second floor, also faced by a 
full-length front porch, was a large room used for chapel and study periods. 
On either side were small recitation and study rooms. The third floor housed 
the female boarding students. 

For the first few years, new professors coming from the railroad depot 
out to the new college in town were greeted by hundreds of prairie dogs 
popping out of their pasture land burrows between Seventh Street and the 
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school, located two miles further north. There was no electricity, running 
water, indoor plumbing, or telephone. When the underground cistern went 
dry, water was brought from town by a public water hauler, or the students 
carried water in buckets from a well about a half mile away. Since boys and 
girls were discouraged from having anything to do with one another, this 
provided a social diversion, so there was little grumbling. 

"Simmons College will begin its first collegiate year on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 13,1892," read the title page of the first school catalogue. The catalogue 
plainly stated that the college founders dedicated the college to the promotion 
of "Christian intelligence" among the people of Texas and other states. "The 
Faculty will be composed of none but Christian men and women, whose 
purpose will be not only to develop the body and the intellect, but the spirit 
as well; to lead to high conceptions of Christian life and duty . . . young 
men and women trained not only for time, but for eternity."55 The first faculty 
included W. C. Friley, president, who taught Mental and Moral Philosophy.56 

His young daughter, Willie, assisted Miss Hubbard in the Music Department 
as the first piano teacher, and his wife acted as Governess for the boarding 
school. "Governess" was a grand title for a woman whose tasks included 
nursing those who became ill or needed first aid, rearing her own large family, 
attending to much of the discipline and care of the boarding students, and 
procuring a cook or cooking for the huge crowd herself when there was no 
cook. She kept some chickens to stretch the food budget, but, often, wolves 
made off with the hens before they could fly to nearby trees. (One of the 
Friley sons, Douglas, was hero for the day one morning as he shot a wolf 
from at least a hundred yards away with his father's Winchester).57 

Many citizens, plus a number of people from neighboring towns, attended 
the official opening on the Tuesday morning of September 13, 1892. The 
exercises began with a song sung by four of the female students and a welcome 
from President Friley. "Jesus, Lover of My Soul" was sung by the congregation, 
followed by prayer from Dr. Blair of Merkel and sermon by the Reverend 
R. T. Hanks, pastor of First Baptist Church from 1892 until 1898. His text 
that morning came from Matthew 11:29, and his speech was entitled "Learn 
of Me." His remarks were followed by music, then a prayer by Reverend George 
W. Smith, the head of the committee and financial agent of the institution, 
who gave a five-minute history of the college thus far, and reasons why he 
predicted success for the enterprise. Dr. Blair and Attorney Hord of Sweetwater 
also gave short speeches. President Friley closed the exercises by stating that 
the children left in their charge would be cared for, if possible, with the same 
interest their parents would have for them, and a benediction dismissed the 
gathering.58 
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R. L. Paschal, B.A., taught Latin and higher mathematics at a salary of 
$65 per month plus room and board.59 Miss Oxsheer taught English, history, 
shorthand, and typing. Miss O'Neall taught mathematics and Latin, and Misses 
Brumby and Pugh presided over the Primary and Preparatory Departments.60 

President Friley employed Professor George Thatcher to teach Greek, Latin, 
and commercial science. According to the first catalogue, Latin was required 
at all levels of the Preparatory Department and continued throughout college. 
To be able to recite Latin poetry by age thirteen was no more remarkable 
at that time than the high level of computer literacy is among teenagers today. 
Professor Thatcher's wife, Delia, A.M., presumably spent the first year adjusting 
to the move to Abilene and began teaching art the next year. 

The male boarding students lived about a half mile from the college in 
a two-story home called the Gatlin House. With their young professor, R. 
L. Paschal, they walked from the house to the college for all meals the first 
year. The next year, a two-story wooden building was built on campus to 
house the male students and was christened "Valhalla" by Professor Paschal.54 

(Valhalla referred to the spiritual abode of the great warriors of Norse mythology). 
The building had no electricity or even clothes closets and stood near the 
current location of the southwest part of Moody Center. All boarding students 
provided linens and soap for themselves; expense for board and tuition totaled 
$ 180 for ten months, the standard length of the two semesters for many years. 
Tuition in music was $50 more. A two-day holiday at Christmas, a one-day 
holiday for Washington's birthday, a holiday on May 1, and one more day 
at Thanksgiving, totaled the days off until several years later when San Jacinto 
Day became a holiday for a few years. Young ladies, as well as small boys 
who came as day students, could come via a "hack," an open bus-like 
conveyance drawn by horses, which was free of charge. Students were expected 
to study in the evenings from 7-9 p.m. Classes were held six days a week. 
The students ranged from five to twenty or more years of age. All students 
attended a chapel service all six mornings of the regular school week and 
were expected to attend the church of their choice on Sunday. The majority 
of students went to the Baptist church, but several attended other churches 
in town. 

CURRICULUM 

Although Simmons was called a college, it included, also, junior and senior 
Primary Departments and an Academy, a name later replaced by "high school." 
Friley's five year old son, Oscar, was enrolled in the first grade. The Primary 
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Department included grades one through five and offered reading, grammar, 
geography, arithmetic, spelling, and penmanship. The Junior and Senior 
Preparatory Department included the equivalent of grades six through eight, 
and the Collegiate classes were based on the work of the former years. 

At first, the college curriculum was the equivalent of today's high school. 
It was organized into nine schools: Psychology and Ethics, Ancient Languages 
(Greek and Latin), Modern Languages (German and French), Mathematics, 
Natural Science, English and History, Music, Painting and Drawing, and a 
Commercial School. Instruction in these schools was sometimes divided into 
a four-year course of study and sometimes took five years, the first year 
beginning in the Senior Preparatory Department. Students could graduate 
from one or more "Schools" instead of graduating with a "college" degree, 
and were awarded a Certificate of Proficiency. In the School of Natural Science, 
for instance, subjects included were physiology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, 
botany, and zoology. Only one or two teachers were hired to manage the 
entire Primary Department, and often at Preparatory and Collegiate levels one 
teacher would have to teach several subjects. College degrees awarded were 
B.A. (Bachelor of Arts), B.S. (Bachelor of Science), and B.L. (Bachelor of 
Literature). 

COMMENCEMENT 

In June of 1893, the first Commencement exercises lasted a week. 
Examinations took place, the work of students in the Primary Department 
was exhibited, and an evening program on June 15 included recitations, vocal 
and instrumental solos, and a sermon by Pastor George W. Smith.61 After 
a few years, Smith left the pastorate to become the editor of the West Texas 
Baptist, which was published to promote Simmons College, and a few years 
later, he and his wife moved to live and work on the campus.62 

Smith spoke at Commencement on "Character Building." The sermon 
emphasized the importance of decisions made early in life as to one's character 
and preparation for a vocation. One section of the sermon which would be 
questioned today reads: 

I refer now to the decision of the question, as to what avocation 
you shall have in life. This may apply most forcibly to young men. 
And it may not. 

Formerly, almost only one hope was before young women. That was 
to prepare themselves to be the wife of some man; make him as happy 
as possible, keep his home for him; and rear his children. No higher 
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destiny can await a young woman than being happily married to a 
worthy man. It is evidently the place God intended her to fill. And 
1 have no sympathy with the plan to take woman out of the place 
in which God put her, and give her man's duties. But I am glad that 
men and women too have learned that it is not a woman's duty to 
sustain the relation of wife to some man regardless of what the character 
of the man may be. But she may qualify herself to meet the events 
of life alone, until, in the providence of God she finds the fitting and 
worthy mate for which heaven intended her. 

So 1 believe that in order to build such a character as will fit her 
to become the help mate of any man worthy to be the husband of 
such a woman, she should select such an avocation as will be suited 
to her, and by which she can support herself, and be enabled to do 
good, until such time as cupid shall claim her as his captive and place 
her in the care of one who will give her more congenial employment. 
And, if that time never comes she is fitted to walk life's paths alone. 
Therefore, I wish young ladies to seriously consider this second 
essential in character building. But I must be allowed to especially 
urge it upon the young men. I do pity from my heart the young man 
who has no settled purpose as to what he is going to do in the world. 
Who does not know whether he is to be a cowboy, a farmer, a 
blacksmith, a lawyer, a doctor, a preacher, or a politician: who does 
not know whether he is going to be something or nothing. Every young 
man should settle this question at as early a day as possible; and then 
bend all his energies toward becoming prepared for his life work.63 

Because the date of this sermon was June, 1895, it might be considered 
forward looking, at least in encouraging young women towards professional 
vocations if, as the speaker implied, they were so "unfortunate" as not to marry. 
The Commencement exercises concluded with the serving of ice cream and 
cake provided by the ladies of the Aid Society of the Baptist Church.64 

W. C. Friley continued as president of the institution for two years. He 
returned to the pastorate and served four additional Texas churches, including 
Bryan and Mexia. Ruth, their eighth child, was born in 1886, and their oldest 
child married that year. Other members of the family married and remained 
in Texas, one of them being Ellen Douglas Harper of Houston.65 Friley was 
sixty-four years old when he became the second president of Louisiana Baptist 
College in Pineville, Louisiana. He was adamant that this college also be co- 
educational and that special attention be given to music, a life-long interest 
to the Friley family. He died on April 13, 1911; funeral services were held 
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at the First Baptist Church in Bryan, Texas. 
Years later, a medal was offered by his son to the graduate at HSU who 

majored and minored in Natural Sciences and had the highest grades and 
the best attitude, an indication of the family's continued interest in the school. 
Inside President Friley's Bible was a handwritten notation based on Ephesians 
5:16,"... Making the most of every opportunity . . .," an accurate appraisal 
of the life of the first president of Simmons College.66 An institution had been 
launched under Friley's leadership which would remain viable and growing 
one hundred years later. 

E. V. White, who lived during this era and recorded something of the 
educational situation of pioneers in West Texas, concluded that for himself 
and many others at this time, "the purpose of education is to qualify one 
to fill a useful position in a work that limits one's presence to a maximum 
amount of shade and a minimum amount of sunshine," referring to the 
desirability of choices of vocation other than the physically demanding jobs 
of farming or ranching.67 The cultivation of this pioneer territory would occur 
through the cultivation of the intellect, spirit, and cultural values of the people 
who would develop this remote and challenging western part of Texas, 
generation by generation. 
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In 1870, the state of Texas had only 6.7 
percent of her population in incorporated urban areas of 2,500 or more. By 
the turn of the century, Abilene had a population of 3,500, thereby becoming 
part of the 17.1 percent of the total population which made up the incorporated 
areas of the state. The population increased largely through successful im- 
migration campaigns carried on by the newspapers, the Texas & Pacific 
Railroad, land agents, and groups of enthusiastic citizens. It would be 1950 
before half of the people of Texas lived in towns and cities. 

Key occupations around Abilene had had time to recover from the 
horrendous drought of 1885-86 during which fewer than twenty inches of 
rain fell. In 1890, over thirty-two inches of rainfall made field crops flourish 
and cotton prices rise. Regarding production in the Taylor County area, the 
annual report of the Texas & Pacific Railway stated: "The cotton crop . . . 
exceeded in volume of yield all expectations. The number of bales transported, 
compared with previous years, showed an increase of 333,476. This is the 
largest cotton traffic ever handled by the Texas and Pacific."1; In the downtown 
area, there were now four cotton gins to handle the increase. Three banks, 
a better hotel, multiple restaurant facilities, and many other new businesses 
downtown responded to the population growth of the new city. Citizens were 
proud of the burgeoning prosperity, and the townspeople were proud to have 
a "town school." Although many had hoped for the name "Abilene Baptist 
College," they understood why the school had been named after Dr. James 
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Simmons, who continued to show generous interest in the school by letters, 
visits, and financial help throughout his long life. 

SECOND PRESIDENT: GEORGE O. THATCHER - 1894-1898 

The college reported annually to the Sweetwater Baptist Association of 
churches and schools. In the spring of 1894, the Board of Trustees' report 
formally introduced the second president George O. Thatcher and his wife, 
Delia. They had been serving as faculty members at the invitation of the first 
president since the inception of the school. The report noted: 

Brother George Thatcher [is] a noble Christian gentleman,   highly 
cultured and deserving, meriting fully your highest esteem and 
most liberal patronage. His wife, Sister Thatcher, is a gentle, kind 
and sweet-spirited Christian lady, whose only purpose in life 
seems to be the elevating of human souls by higher intellectual 
training, whose influence for good is felt universally and whose 
memory will live long in the minds and hearts of those who are 
associated with her.2 

Mrs. Thatcher's many duties included rearing their two sons and acting 
as college "nurse," as the first president's wife had done. She was   likely 
responsible for the new rule that all girls were to have uniform dress to be 
worn on all public occasions, a common practice in those days.3 Mrs. Thatcher 
also taught art, and during the Commencement exercises of 1894, a gift of 
a Walks china kiln was given by the Sappho society to the college to aid 
her teaching. Painting exquisite floral designs on bone china appears to have 
been a popular artistic pastime for women who had the time. It was therefore, 
a natural course offering for the period. The delicate work continues to be 
enjoyed as a craft in West Texas. Mrs. Thatcher and her students exhibited 
drawings; portraits; and paintings on paper, cloth, bone china, and ceramics 
at each Town Fair. President Thatcher and his wife were deeply involved in 
the community and represented the school well. 

George O. Thatcher was born in Massachusetts and moved to Mansfield, 
Louisiana, as a child. During the Civil War, Thatcher attended school at the 
Gray Seminary in Townsend, Vermont. After the war, his father and a friend, 
Colonel George D. Alexander, founded the Thatcher-Alexander Institute in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. Delia, his wife, was the daughter of Colonel Alexander. 
George graduated with an A.B. from that school and then took a Master's 
degree at the Rochester Business College in New York.4 His first professional 
position was as principal of the Filmore Academy for one year, and for the 
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next three years he was president of the Minden Academy for boys. He became 
president of the Minden Female College for several years. There he met W. 
C. Friley. At Friley's invitation he moved to Abilene in time for the first 
academic session of Simmons College.5 R. L. Paschal, a young professor 
employed for that first session, also, described Thatcher some years later: 

He knew his subject well and was a good teacher: such were his 
strength of character, his poise, his courage, his excellent natural 
endowments that he was a fine disciplinarian. His influence for 
good in the school was great. I consider him to be one of the 
best influences that has come into my life. Mrs. Thatcher and the 
two sons were splendid people.6 

In the West Texas Baptist. President Thatcher reported that during the 
summer months he canvassed a large territory recruiting students, thus 
enlarging the attendance of boarding pupils. He also advertised that any family 
in Abilene might consider boarding a male student, who could work for the 
family morning and nights while going to school during the day. "There are 
several such young men seeking an education, and whoever would take one 
of them would get ^good' help and do a good deed besides."7 Thatcher was 
thought to be fair in his teaching and grading, but he was very firm with 
the students. He expected students to be more interested in scholastic ex- 
cellence than in social pursuits, pranks, or part-time work. 

John Pearce was a young boy when he came to Simmons College, and 
he recalled being spanked with a ruler by Professor Thatcher for going skating 
at recess and failing to get back in time for class.8 Perhaps other boys were 
also disciplined more severely than they thought they ought to be, since one 
Halloween night some of them decided to get even. They got out the president's 
buggy and managed somehow to place it on top of the barn. When Thatcher 
awoke the next morning to find his buggy astride the barn ridge, he must 
have puzzled over the logistics of getting the buggy back on solid ground— 
intact. A practical joke of that proportion was all the more outrageous since 
general rules of decorum were so strict. The rules were clearly outlined for 
both sexes in the 1895-96 Simmons College Catalogue: 

Aimless loitering about town on the part of male students does 
not speak well for the young men themselves nor for the school 
which they attend. Hence, frequent visits to town will not be 
encouraged and no student will be allowed to go to town 
without permission. 

No young lady will be allowed to visit the stores alone; when 
such, visits are necessary, she will be accompanied by a teacher. 
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The school is for both sexes but there is no promiscuous 
association of the young men and the young ladies. Young men, 
whether students or not, are not allowed to visit or escort the 
young ladies. Students are expected to be neat in their dress and 
to keep their rooms in such a condition that they might at any 
time be thrown open for inspection.9 

SCHOOL COLORS 

It was in the year 1896 that the question of selecting school colors first 
received consideration. As President of the college, Thatcher appointed a 
student committee of three members to decide upon a suitable combination: 
purple and gold or pink and white. These were the two combinations from 
which a final choice had to be made, according to W. E. Neil of Van Horn, 
Texas, who was a member of the student color committee. Mr. Neil attended 
Simmons for three years, from 1895 to 1898. Forty years later he recalled 
at an alumni reunion that "Pink and white was my choice at the time, but 
I have since decided that purple and gold are much more suitable for our 
school colors. I do not remember but one of the other members on the 
committee," he added, "and it was she who originated the purple and gold 
idea. Her name was Berta Green, and she was the mother of Mary Brian, the 
movie actress."10 No lofty thoughts were recorded, such as purple and gold 
being royal colors or being of any spiritual significance. 

CURRICULUM 

It was some years before "college" would equal any course offering better 
than a high school (academy) certificate,11 although four years of successful 
work earned a college degree. 

Graduates of one or more schools continued to be awarded a Certificate 
of Proficiency, and students who pursued courses of study leading to a college 
degree received one of the following: Bachelor or Maid of Arts, Master or 
Mistress of English Literature, Bachelor or Maid of Philosophy, and Bachelor 
or Maid of Science.12 The class of 1895 included the first graduates of the 
college: Miss Hinda A. Berry, A.B., Miss Flossie Logan, A.B., and Miss Maud 
P. Hill, B.L.13 By 1896, the degrees were changed again, and were titled A.B.— 
Classical Course, B.S.—Scientific Course, and B. Litt. Bachelor of Literature— 
Letters.14 
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Ministerial Education began formally as four young, already ordained 
preachers appeared to begin study.15 Many young men were ordained before 
they were out of their teens in this era, and were usually equal to the task. 
Basic Bible courses were included as part of all degree plans for the first time, 
and a course was offered titled "The History of U.S. Baptists." The 1897-98 
Catalogue identifies R. T. Hanks, the Abilene First Baptist pastor, as principal 
of the Bible Department. Hanks, J. C. Burkett, and other area pastors gave 
lectures at the college, and their names are listed in several later catalogues.16 

Greek was taught in the Foreign Language Department, and young preachers 
were encouraged to take the course. 

LIBRARY 

Books were few and precious on the western frontier, and many of the 
first settlers' children learned to read from the Bible, a classic or two which 
someone thought to tuck into a trunk, or a primer by which one of the parents 
themselves had been taught to read. A few people in the community donated 
books to the fledgling college, a few were bought, and James B. Simmons 
donated more than five hundred to make the nucleus of a library for the first 
groups of students.17 His son, Robert Simmons of New York City, had a 
personal library of over 3,000 books, and during the first few years he donated 
hundreds of volumes, some new and some of his own. By 1900, the holdings 
had grown to almost 4,000, almost half of which had been purchased and 
sent by him.18 Robert Simmons made a trip south and spent about a month 
alphabetizing the library books so that there would be some sort of order 
to them. A room thirty-four by twenty-four feet in the main building was 
made in 1898 by changing a wooden partition behind the old parlor to facilitate 
the library.19 Twenty-five volumes of the newest Encyclopedia Britannica 
were sent the following year, a gift in honor of Robert's young daughter, Sarah 
Anna Simmons. From New York City, a Jewish businessman named Strause 
gave the school a year's subscription to half a dozen magazines including 
Atlantic Monthly and Harpers, a gesture which seemed sheer luxury to the 
readers.20 A few months earlier, a new Remington typewriter and an antique 
oak cabinet had been donated in Sarah Anna's name, also, by the Simmons 
family.21 Each school president felt encouraged by the determination of the 
Simmons family as well as by the staunch supporters in Abilene and the faithful 
members of the Board of Trustees. 
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FUNDING 

In 1895, the Board authorized the purchase of an eighteen acre tract of 
land just west of the original sixteen acres costing $1,350.22 This purchase 
increased the total size of the campus to thirty-four acres. The money was 
again provided by friends in the northeast. In the fall of 1897, the Board 
of Trustees appointed a committee of five to launch a campaign for endowment. 
A total of $15,000 was raised throughout the following year toward this goal; 
this amount was all they had for endowment for several years.23 

When the school opened, the total cost to attend Simmons including 
board, room, heat, light, laundry, and tuition averaged $90 per student per 
semester. Tuition was not raised until 1898, and then, only slightly. 

It was not surprising, therefore, that in 1898 Thatcher resigned as 
president due to personal financial problems since all school debts, according 
to contract, had to be paid before the president could take a salary. Few people 
of the area had money to give toward education, and those who did had given 
generously to get the school going only six years before. Thatcher had no 
field agent helping raise money and, although he did his best, his talents lay 
in academic areas rather than in motivating support. He and his wife continued 
at Simmons in teaching positions until he received an appointment to teach 
at the Polytechnic Institute in Louisiana, where he remained until his death 
on April 5, 1923. The student body at Louisiana Tech established a loan for 
worthy students in his honor.24 John R. Hutto, a student at Simmons in the 
late eighteen hundreds, remembered many years later that Dr. O. C. Pope, 
who succeeded Thatcher as president, always spoke of Thatcher with great 
deference, and made sure he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in 1899. 

THIRD PRESIDENT: DR. OWEN CLINTON POPE - 1898-1901 

O. C. Pope, missionary, financier, and educator, was elected President 
in the spring of 1898. Pope had made numerous contacts with members of 
the denomination during his lifetime, had been instrumental in encouraging 
the beginning of the Sweetwater Association, and had used his expertise in 
securing financial aid desperately needed by the struggling institution in 
Abilene. 

Owen Clinton Pope was born February 15,1842 in Washington County, 
Georgia, of a Baptist family. He was converted at a revival meeting held in 
1858 at Sisters Church, Washington County. He immediately began to assist 
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in other revival meetings, an early indication of the intensity with which he 
tackled everything. He was licensed to preach that December. He began 
theological training in 1859 at Mercer University in Macon, Georgia, and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Divinity degree a year and a half later. In 1860, 
at barely eighteen years of age, he married Mollie W. Singuefield of Jefferson 
County, Georgia. Ordained to preach in 1861, he was also honored by being 
named principal of the Institute owned by the Mount Vernon Association. 
He soon resigned as pastor and teacher to fight in the Confederate Army and 
felt it was his duty to preach to the troops nightly. His tour was completed 
after the Tennessee and Kentucky campaigns, so he came home to teach school 
and preach in country churches until the war ended. Due to his service in 
the war, Pope suffered ill health throughout his life. 

He was called to his first full-time church at Morristown, Tennessee, in 
the summer of 1874, and had hardly settled when he considered establishing 
a religious paper. He founded the Baptist Reflector, and was soon elected 
secretary for the General Association of Baptists of East Tennessee. After only 
two years, he resigned from the Morristown church, sold the paper, and moved 
to Nashville, where he served for a time as pastor of the Central Baptist Church, 
next moving to Houston, Texas, to become managing editor of the Texas 
Baptist Herald in 1878. In his first editorial he wrote, 

Under the new management, we expect to work for every Baptist 
interest in Texas, irrespective of party or geographical lines. I am 
not identified with one section more than another and wherever I 
find a body of Baptists in the State endeavoring to build up an 
enterprise for the honor of God and the good of the cause, they 
shall have my hearty cooperation.25 

Pope was practical, imaginative, tenacious, interested in people as well 
as projects, and compassionate. He publicly advocated that white preachers 
of superior ability should visit the meetings of their black brethren and be 
anxious to help them. He wrote also about the spiritual and social needs of 
the Indians. He began to travel in the roles of preacher, editor, and teacher. 
Money was difficult to raise for the new Baptist churches springing up all 
over Texas, but Pope was not timid about discussing ways of raising money. 

In a report sponsored by R. C. Burleson and William Carey Crane for 
the State Teachers Convention in 1879, was a proposal that "every college 
or university in Texas having $ 100,000 in buildings, library, and endowments 
become a ^Branch' of the State University, with the provision that nothing 
sectarian in religion or skeptical should be taught in any of the branches."2 

Pope, in his role as editor, felt that this proposition would place all Baptist 
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schools under the domination of the state, and that even if it were a good 
idea, it would be unfair to schools that could not raise $100,000. He reminded 
the Baptist constituency that they had always been opposed to any amalgam- 
ation of church and state. The proposition failed, and the Baptist schools 
continued separately. Although Pope could be argumentative, he was also 
popular. In June, 1880, he was awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity from Baylor University despite his response to this award that a 
"Doctor of Divinity" referred to one who taught revealed truth, and since every 
preacher supposedly did that, every preacher should receive the degree. 

His interest in missions continued in Texas as it had been evidenced in 
Tennessee. He was the only man present at a meeting of women in Austin 
in 1880 where the first Woman's Missionary Union was formed. Mrs.O. C. 
Pope was elected Corresponding Secretary. Pope always attended the annual 
meetings of the Sunday School and Coiportage Union, and in 1881 he 
presented the idea that Texas should seek financial assistance for missions 
from the American Baptist Home Missions Society. He was nominated by the 
Baptist Convention of Texas to make a trip to New York to see whether an 
arrangement could be made for financial assistance. He returned with a positive 
answer and a gift of $3,000, and was immediately elected Superintendent 
of Missions for Texas. 

In December, 1881, during a trip to West Texas, he stopped in Abilene 
and organized the First Baptist Church with just seventeen members. The 
pastor at Buffalo Gap, Reverend R. T. Leggett, assisted in this project. In 1882, 
Pope made the thousand mile trip by rail to El Paso to encourage the founding 
of a Baptist church, an event which occurred only a few months later due 
largely to his endeavors. 

By convention time in October, 1882, he reported that "20 missionaries 
had been appointed, 13 churches organized, 151 persons baptized, and 249 
received by letter."27 Years later, Pope's policy of establishing a line of missions 
and missionaries along the western frontier from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
western boundaries of Texas was credited as being the reason for the successful 
establishment of Baptist work in Texas. He was becoming known by thousands 
of Texans through his writing and preaching. 

The policy of establishing churches along the railroad lines was effective 
since most of these towns grew into cities, and Pope encouraged each church 
to build its own building as soon as possible. Yet another effective policy 
was to get each church to give money systematically to the work of the Mission 
Board of Texas. In January of 1882 Pope had surveyed an area lying west 
and south of Fort Worth about two hundred miles wide and about four 
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hundred miles long. He was often alone, wet, cold, sometimes on foot after 
having lost his horses, and always in danger. Undismayed, he even traveled 
to Monterrey, Mexico, just before the Texas Baptist State Convention in 1883. 
He was successful in encouraging the erection of a church building there 
completed in 1885, in spite of difficulties from many quarters. Pope was 
thrilled with this success, because it was the only Baptist church in the Republic 
of Mexico. Pope covered 24,000 miles by rail, horseback, and buggy and 
raised thousands of dollars, speaking at least five times a week between 1881 
and 1885. 

Another of the great causes that Pope championed was the unification 
of all Baptists in Texas, and he wrote much about this as editor of the Texas 
Baptist Herald. He encountered considerable opposition to the idea of 
unification since individual Baptist congregations prided themselves on 
autonomy, but finally in 1886 the Convention's schools, mission efforts, and 
publications were united. 

Appointed by the American Baptist Home Mission Society in June, 1885, 
he moved to New York City to become general solicitor for the Church Edifice 
Fund for a twelve month period. Little is recorded about Pope's sojourn in 
New York. It is known that he was involved in some investigations concerning 
other personnel of the Society, thus making some enemies. Again, however, 
he was successful in raising thousands of dollars, at times becoming more 
emotionally involved than objective in decision making, particularly when 
raising money to build churches in the west. He made charges that funds 
had been misappropriated by the corresponding secretary, H. L. Morehouse, 
so a special committee was appointed to look into the matter, but to no avail. 
Later evidence, however, suggests that Pope may indeed have been right, and 
Pope resigned in 1891.28 Although he left New York having had a successful 
record in fund raising, it was not with the same amount of satisfaction and 
good feeling that he had felt upon leaving Texas. 

His resignation allowed him to take his wife on a trip to Europe that 
summer, the beginning of a fifteen-month trip around the world, which became 
a source of income when he returned to the United States and gave lectures 
on Europe and the Orient. 

Within six years of the opening of Simmons College, the Trustees and 
Dr. Simmons were searching for a man who was capable of directing the school 
and approached Pope, who was now fifty-five years of age. He agreed to accept 
the invitation to become the president and moved to Abilene to begin on 
May 15, 1898. Pope knew that he could deal with public relations and money 
raising but asked one of the faculty members, Dan R. Couch, to take charge 
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of the operation of the school. Couch said that he [Couch] was given much 
work and little authority.29 The following September, Couch married Miss 
Alice Pierson in Haskell on a Friday, honeymooned that weekend, and returned 
to teach Tuesday, bringing his bride to live at the college. It is interesting 
but sad that by March, the newspaper noted that they had moved off campus 
to board in a home in the city, but at the end of the next school year, the 
couple moved away. Alice Pierson Couch returned to Simmons to teach for 
several years in the twenties. Recorded in the catalogues many years later 
are the Couch Scholarships, endowed by Dan R. Couch, then residing in 
Lubbock, Texas, who gave three in memory of his wife and three in his own 
name.30 

Just as Pope had had personality clashes elsewhere, he was not popular 
with everyone at Simmons College. Six of the seven teachers presented to 
the Board of Trustees a letter demanding his resignation on September 17, 
1899. They further threatened that if their request was not favorably received, 
they would resign as a group five days later. One of the main reasons appears 
to have been the fact that a teacher and new vice president, W. L. Butler, 
had suggested that a new boys' dormitory be constructed with funds provided 
by an extended loan. On one hand, Pope was correct in refusing such a proposal 
since it directly contradicted terms of the school's charter, which stated that 
no debts of any kind were to be encumbered. From an opposite viewpoint, 
Pope was usually unyielding and confident that he was always right, and this 
seemed to the teachers to be just another instance. The teachers also declared 
that he frequently kissed the girls, and although Professor Couch verified that 
it was done "openly and in a fatherly fashion,"31 not all the teachers agreed. 
The trustees responded by declaring "unbounded confidence in the purity 
and integrity of Dr. Pope."32 The teachers were dismissed immediately, and 
Pope was able to find a full staff of new teachers from elsewhere in Texas, 
so classes were able to begin on Monday morning, only two days later. 
According to the next catalog, the teachers hired were H. E. Breneke, graduate 
of Southwestern University; Ernest D. Lotspiech, A.B. (Simmons College), 
to teach Mathematics; Miss Delia Triplett, Sam Houston Normal School 
graduate, to teach English; Miss Mary Kauffman, to teach in the Preparatory 
Department; and Miss Kathlene Norris, to teach piano and voice. Of the group, 
one was a Methodist, one a Presbyterian and three were Episcopalians. More 
importantly, the college remained open. 

This incident indicates that Pope was accustomed to immediate action, 
and that quality sometimes got him into embarrassing situations. Professor 
Couch related years afterward that he had been teaching a class one day during 
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bad weather and since the weather was too stormy for the students to go 
outside, he allowed them to stand up, talk, and relax for a few minutes. About 
that time, President Pope walked in and incorrectly presumed that this was 
an unruly group of students presided over by an incompetent teacher. Taking 
immediate command in a loud voice, he called "Sit down! Sit down, there!" 
and the students hurried to their seats. In front of the group, Couch explained 
the situation and the president quietly left the room, but the damage was 
done.33 Another day, Pope interrupted the mathematics class taught by former 
President George O. Thatcher, mild-mannered but most proficient in his field. 
In front of the students, Pope exclaimed that the mathematical exercise they 
had been assigned was not being done properly. Calmly, Professor Thatcher 
handed the president the instructor's book and sat down in one of the front 
desks. The president took one look at the book, handed it back to Thatcher, 
and left the room.34 

Yet another incident records his volatile temper. Each morning it was 
customary to have daily devotions for the whole school. It was usual for the 
piano teacher to strike a chord as a signal for all to rise for a song and prayer. 
One particular morning, when the piano teacher, Miss Hardwick, hit the keys, 
there was only a muffled rattle which brought a snicker from the students. 
President Pope realized in an instant that someone had stuffed the piano with 
paper. Pope "flew into a rage and called on the guilty student to stand up, 
but nobody moved. He repeated the challenge several times without results 
and later investigated the incident from every possible angle but never 
discovered who the culprit was."35 Evidently, although it is recorded that his 
wife thought him to be the wisest and most clever man in the world, he could 
be, to the rest of his world, difficult. He had done much for the school in 
keeping it solvent, however, by publicizing its whereabouts and widening 
its reputation for this important first decade. The Popes had no children, so 
they chose to leave most of their estate to the school which they cared about 
deeply. When Mrs. Pope died almost thirty years after her husband, she 
bequeathed to Simmons University more than $50,000. 

BUILDINGS 

Most buildings in the early days of Abilene were built of wood. In the 
middle of the night on March 1, 1895, the boys' boarding hall, "Valhalla," 
was destroyed by fire. Although the newspaper claimed that the boys lost 
some clothing and books, other accounts indicate that the cause of the fire 
was mysterious, that no one was hurt because no one was in the building 
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at the time, and that the boys rejoiced because they did not care much for 
the uncomfortable dormitory.36 By September of that year, a better two-story 
wooden building was erected to take its place, about one hundred feet east 
of the Main Building on the site of the present Caldwell Fine Arts Building. 
Its cost was about $1,800, and new furniture was provided for the twelve 
large rooms. Thus far, the College property was free of debt of any kind.37 

An iron fence was built around the main building, a barrier erected more 
to keep cattle and wildlife out than to present a neat appearance or to limit 
the primary students when they took recesses. Many years later, a speech 
teacher who was teaching at Simmons at the time, recalled that during one 
norther she was forced to go over the fence on hands and knees, holding 
on to keep from being blown to the ground. She commented on the difficulty 
of climbing up and over the stile, which all pedestrians had to do, although 
there was a gate in the fence which was opened for vehicles.38 Later, Dr. Pope 
had a wire fence put around the entire school property.39 

In the late summer of 1898, the dining room and kitchen were attached 
to the boys' dormitory, which was moved back in line with the Main Building.40 

Fourteen new rooms were added to the dormitory, and the female students 
moved into this dormitory while the boys were then moved to the third story 
of the Main Building. The name "Valhalla" was changed to "Toly Hall," after 
James A. Tolman, a popular professor who became president of Howard Payne 
College in 1917.41 For a few years, this dormitory next came to be known 
as the College Home. Those of the lady teachers who boarded also had rooms 
in that building.42 Reverend and Mrs. G. W. Smith moved in to be in charge 
of the boarding students. Mrs. Smith oversaw the dining room where all 
boarding students and faculty ate their meals. Although Smith no longer 
headed the Board of Trustees, he was concerned for the school's organization 
and maintenance. He taught Bible courses, helped with fundraising, and 
remained a member of the Board of Trustees. In 1899, the dining room was 
enlarged, and a porch was built on the west side of the Home. 

Over a period of several years five brick cottages were built west of the 
main building to accommodate the boys. The cottages were small and 
unsubstantial, cold in winter and hot in summer. Pope's idea was that people 
would be more inclined to donate $500 for one cottage than for part of a 
larger building. He also felt that insurance would be less costly and that 
discipline would be maintained more easily. The Nye Cottage, Weber Cottage, 
and Sarah Anna Simmons Cottage were built with moneys donated by these 
families. R. D. Hunter of Thurber donated the bricks that were used to build 
the three cottages.43 The fellows who lived in these "bachelor shacks" cooked 
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and cleaned for themselves. These were torn down as soon as possible, 
according to the late Dr. Rupert N. Richardson, who had the doubtful pleasure 
of living in one during his student days.44 

THE SCHOOL BELL 

Colonel G. E. Burnett, president of the Acme Pressed Brick Company 
at Millsap, Texas, donated the funds for President Pope to buy a first class 
bell to place in the bell tower. Dr. Pope ordered it through George Paxton, 
a local hardware merchant. When Pope and his assistant went to pick up 
the bell, Pope demanded the invoice from Paxton so that he could assure 
Colonel Burnett that no one had profiteered by the exchange. For unknown 
reasons, Paxton resented this request, and an argument heated to the point 
that Paxton said if it were not for Pope's gray hairs, he would slap the president's 
face. Pope was a man of action, a fighter, so he responded, "Don't stand behind 
my gray hairs, but slap."45 They didn't fight, however, and settled the matter 
to the point that they became loyal friends. George L. Paxton then served 
on the college board for over thirty years.46 

CHANGES IN FACULTY AND CURRICULUM 

From the time Abilene became a recognized settlement, music was an 
important part of the life of the community and, therefore, of the school. 
Building on the interest and musical abilities of the first presidential family, 
other presidents encouraged an emphasis on music. Early members of the 
music faculty often gave private lessons in town apart from their college 
teaching. Citizens who enjoyed culture brought performers to town, and the 
school worked with the community to attract performers of reputation. 
Without a doubt, the musicians who visited Abilene from all over the world 
helped to reinforce the importance of formal training in music. 

The very year the school opened, an operetta, Last Will and Testament, 
was performed at the downtown opera house with proceeds going to Simmons 
College. In the spring of 1893, an "Entertainment for the Benefit of Simmons 
College" was presented at the Opera House by students and faculty; Admission 
- 50 cents.47 The next session's faculty included Miss Ida St. J. Lee as principal 
of the Music Department.48 She organized a course of study, which was not 
changed for several years, teaching traditional piano studies and vocal in- 
struction which over a six-year period would allow a student to graduate with 
a Certificate of the School of Music. Colonel J. H. Parramore's two daughters, 



33 Continuing under Three Administrators 

Susie and Mary, received their certificates of proficiency in the commencement 
of June 4, 1896, making them "technically the first graduates in music at 
Simmons College, although their degrees were granted through the literary 
departments."49 In 1897, Miss Neally Stevens, an internationally known 
pianist, was a guest of Simmons College for several days. She gave a recital 
at the school, donating the proceeds for equipment for the music room, and 
gave another performance at the Opera House.50 In the same year a college 
orchestra was formed. 

The curriculum throughout Pope's administration had only two important 
changes; the Primary Department was discontinued, and the College Department 
stopped offering work leading to the Bachelor of Science degree. A student 
could choose to work toward Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Literature 
degrees.51 

COMMENCEMENT, ALUMNI FORMED, FIRST HONORARY DEGREES 
AWARDED 

The Seventh Annual Commencement week began one Sunday morning 
in early June, 1899. Its program followed the order set by previous com- 
mencement weeks. An out-of-town pastor preached the Sunday morning 
sermon to assembled students, faculty, parents, and guests. Not only was the 
assembly hall packed, but over a hundred people waited outside the hall and 
on the gallery to listen. On Monday, exercises were held for parents to see 
what the Preparatory students had learned, and to watch the medals being 
awarded at that level. Gold medals were also given at the college level for 
proficiency in music and in literature. The numbers of medals increased each 
year as supporters of the school chose to offer more of them. Tuesday saw 
recitations and more "prize declamations," one prize at college level being 
a twelve volume set of Shakespearean Plays.52 The evenings were reserved 
for a play acted by the school's Philomathian Men's Speech and Debating 
Society and the Mary E. Simmons Women's Speech Society, and the annual 
concert presented by the Music Department. Wednesday, each of the five 
graduating students read a final written dissertation to assembled students, 
parents, and faculty. This was followed by an address by a visiting scholar. 
During that week the alumni met for the first time, held their first annual 
reception, and elected officers. Also during the week of Commencement 
exercises, the first honorary degrees were awarded: 
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George O. Thatcher-President of Simmons for five years and 
Professor of Language-Ph.D. 

George W. Smith-Pastor of First Baptist Church, Abilene-D.D. 
W. W. Kirk-Superintendent of Public Schools in Taylor County- 

A.M. 
A. S. Bunting-Pastor First Baptist Church-Pecos, Texas,-D.D. 
W. R. Maxwell-Pastor First Baptist Church, Temple, Texas,-D.D. 
Frank Rogers Mars-Assistant Pastor Calvary Baptist Church, New 

York City.—D.D.53 

FUNDING 

O. C. Pope was extremely successful in enrolling financial support. In 
the fall of his first year as president, he had used his stereopticon to give, 
lectures and showed pictures of his "world tour" to the students and to the 
public. (The listing of the stereopticon as "a new feature" in the school catalogue 
of 1888-89 accentuates how few audio-visual aids the faculty and students 
enjoyed). He thus encouraged the people of Abilene and towns around to 
visit the campus, and made sure they continued to be invited to recitals, 
commencement, graduation—any event where he could involve them. 

Local people began giving medals and money as awards for various 
academic accomplishments: the highest average grade in all studies, excellence 
in English, best progress in music, best work in painting and drawing, and 
best drilled cadet. A handsome prize was given for excellence in housekeeping.54 

The Simmons family gave three endowed scholarships to allow free tuition. 
These included the Dr. Robert S. Simmons Scholarship and the Mary Anna 
Simmons Scholarship, each for ministerial students. The catalogue printed 
a plea for more such scholarships, the first mention in print of a need which 
would always continue. A friend of the Simmons family, August Buerman 
of Newark, New Jersey, offered a $500 dollar permanent scholarship with 
the interest derived allowing free tuition for one student. He stipulated that 
children of German parents be preferred since he had come from Germany 
as a young man, and had appreciated the opportunity afforded him for success 
in America. Pope had continuing correspondence with Dr. James Simmons, 
who encouraged a Mrs. Julia E. Nye of New York City to give $1,200, and 
H. J. Weber to give $500.55 Through Simmons' own giving and recruiting 
efforts, an endowment of $7,700 was given that year; however, only $500 
of it was available for immediate use by the college. An anonymous donor 
from New York sent a check for $300 in December of 1896, making a total 
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of $1,100 to be used annually wherever needed.56 

President Pope also canvassed the town raising $5 and $10 subscriptions 
to pay for some maintenance work.57 He used $1,400 of his own money for 
other improvements and was later able to solicit funds to recover $1,200 of 
this amount. 

Unfortunately, by the beginning of 1901, Dr. Pope's lifelong struggle with 
ill health showed, and he was not able to keep up this demanding pace. His 
resignation was submitted at the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees 
on June 26,1901. The trustees accepted it reluctantly and elected him President 
Emeritus and Financial Secretary of Simmons College. Before the meeting 
was over he raised $6,500 from board members and gave $1,000 personally. 
He was too ill to undertake his new responsibilities and was unable to travel. 
Dr. O. C. Pope died on November 18, 1901. He was buried on the campus 
next to the grave of Dr. James B. Simmons in evidence of the high esteem 
in which he was held. 

FOURTH PRESIDENT: CHARLES ROBERT HAIRFIELD - 1901-02 

C. R. Hairfield had been invited by the Board of Simmons to become 
the next president on the suggestion of Dr. Pope, who had known previously 
of Hairfield through his connections with the American Home Mission Society.58 

Hairfield was born on a plantation near Leatherwood, Henry County, Virginia, 
on July 30, 1869. He attended public schools before attending a preparatory 
school called Bethel Hill Institute in Bethel Hill, North Carolina. According 
to the Baptist Ministerial Directory of 1899, Hairfield was licensed to preach 
in October, 1891, by the Mount Vernon Church in Virginia and ordained 
on June 6, 1894, at the age of sixteen by Wake Forest Baptist Church in North 
Carolina. He graduated from Wake Forest College in 1896 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree. 

Hairfield returned to Bethel Hill Institute to teach for three years and 
to act as assistant principal. He then became president of the Normal College 
in Scottsburg, Virginia, where he taught and held administrative duties for 
two years. At age thirty-two, he arrived at Simmons College to preside. 

The new president evidenced, by his personal correspondence, a happy, 
optimistic personality. He wrote, 

I was to employ the faculty and pay them out of the income of 
the school, from tuition and board. I entered into partnership 
with Mr. H. E. Breneke, who had served the school several years 
prior. He and I were to share equally in the responsibilities of 
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the school and after all expenses were paid, share equally in the 
spoils. 1 was to serve as President and he, in the capacity of 
Secretary of the Faculty and Treasurer of the school, an arrange- 
ment which proved both satisfactory and pleasant to both of us.59 

He claimed that both men managed to make a living while teaching and 
administering the school. Hairfield taught Latin, mathematics, algebra, ge- 
ometry, trigonometry, and rhetoric while Breneke was responsible for literature 
and science. Mrs. Hairfield was in charge of the Art department and oversaw 
the boarding students, who comprised about half of the student body.60 A 
total of 135 students attended in 1901-02, and Hairfield admitted that the 
senior year of college then would be more like the freshman year of the present- 
day curriculum.61 After a decade, the school had not yet reached an enrollment 
of 200; in 1902-03, the enrollment was 189.62 

The number of elementary schools in Abilene was growing and the goal 
of the Board of Trustees had always been to provide education at college level 
only. Hairfield reorganized the Academy curriculum to include three years' 
work which were equal to ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades in the best high 
schools of the day, thus raising the Academy work four years. This made 
the curriculum equal in rank to most of the college department work of the 
previous administration. Only as necessity demanded was there any instruc- 
tion given below ninth grade level, and then only to a few individuals. 

To maintain order in the everyday schedule, the favorite method of 
discipline for the President was to threaten the students that he would 
"introduce them to Dr. Pepper," a long black strap which stung as black pepper 
stings but on another part of the anatomy! The students, then as now, found 
ways to get even. One wintry day, Reverend Hairfield sent the class to the 
blackboard and then fell asleep in his chair. According to John Pearce, his 
older brother, Thomas West, and a student named Stuart Logan climbed 
outside, got a big snowball, climbed back through the window, and put it 
in President Hairfield's pocket. Leltie Logan then asked Hairfield to help her 
with a problem and maneuvered him close to the stove. Of course, water 
began trickling down to the floor, and Hairfield had quite an embarrassing 
time searching for the source. When he found the remnant of the snowball, 
he threw it out the window, and said nothing.63 

Hairfield continued the daily practice of previous administrators by having 
a morning chapel service for about thirty minutes each day, but he must have 
displayed a kinder demeanor, for no pranks were played during chapel as 
they had been on Dr. Pope. Hairfield and his wife enjoyed music, and they 
had three pianos of their own which they shared for the students' use. 
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Leaving Simmons in 1902 after only one year of service, Hairfield then 
devoted his time to pastoral ministry. He served for two years as pastor in 
the small Texas towns of Caps and Merkel before leaving Texas to take one 
year's training at the Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. He 
next led a church in Walters, Oklahoma, followed by a move to Hastings, 
Oklahoma, where he led in the founding of the Southwest Baptist Academy. 
His next pastorates included Pryor, Oklahoma; Plainview, Texas; Oklahoma 
City for eight years, and Los Angeles, California. The family returned to 
Oklahoma City since their son was enrolling in the A & M College (presently 
Oklahoma State University).64 

It is difficult to understand fully the challenges to a couple who felt 
responsible for the welfare of a group numbering over one hundred. As did 
the other chief administrators, the Hairfields had to teach, entertain visitors 
to the school, represent Simmons at community functions, administer the 
day-to-day running of the school, raise funds locally and through out-of-town 
visitation, correspond with donors, rear a family, and live in an exemplary 
manner in full view of all who came to campus. A strong faith was characteristic 
of all of these University leaders and their wives. A tough, frontier spirit of 
perseverance and the understanding that one was not expected to seek comfort 
above duty seems particularly characteristic of those early families. Many years 
after Hairfield was at the school, he wrote of the deep, continuing interest 
Dr. James Simmons had shown in the school by writing letters of encour- 
agement and sending further gifts of money. Hairfield said that Dr. and Mrs. 
Simmons had donated a "beautiful and massive marble-covered bedroom 
suite" which Hairfield and his wife used while at Simmons65 as did some of 
the later presidential families. Dr. Simmons had left an inscription on the 
back of the dresser, "Cost $250. Unwise, better to have kept this [money] 
and endow this college."66 

At that time, the working trustees included Judge Legett, M. H. Compere, 
John Spaulding, J. H. Parramore, C. W. Merchant, and Lee R. Scarborough. 
According to Hairfield, "Many of the [other] trustees were large cattlemen 
living in other towns. Good men, but not deeply interested in the college 
and its work."67 

C. R. Hairfield stood in the breach between the years when the well- 
known missionary, O. C. Pope, had presided and the year that the eminent 
educator, O. H. Cooper, arrived. He kept the school open amidst financial 
difficulty, graduated eight college students, and maintained the ideals, both 
academic and spiritual, which had been chartered a decade before. Not enough 
is recorded about Reverend C. R. Hairfield, but the poet Wordsworth's words 
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aptly apply: "The best portion of a good man's life [is] his little, nameless, 
unremembered acts of kindness and love."68 He bridged the beginning 
struggles of a frontier school, and brought it forward with a measure of 
equanimity for the next president to lead the march on the long road toward 
academic excellence. 



Three  
President Cooper's Administration 

B, between 1902 and 1909, enrollment 
quadrupled, academic standards rose, military training was installed, and 
annual Bible Institute training seminars were offered for both pastors and 
lay people, the only education in either Biblical study or church organization 
within a one hundred fifty mile radius. All of these changes were initiated 
by the brilliant and tenacious Oscar Henry Cooper, who arrived to serve as 
the fifth president. 

O. H. Cooper was descended from a long line of professionals, including 
physicians, authors, politicians, teachers, and clergymen. His father, a medical 
doctor, received his training in the northern states but began his first practice 
in Shreveport, Louisiana. He moved to Texas shortly thereafter and remained 
in Panola County, Texas, until his death in 1869. He was a pioneer of that 
county, and his son was born there in 1852, the oldest of five children, three 
of whom died in childhood. The doctor cleared the land, worked hard, and 
prospered. His son, therefore, grew up on a plantation surrounded by servants. 

Young Cooper walked a mile each day from the plantation to a one-room 
log schoolhouse. Cooper later said, "Others sat on rude benches, but 1 had 
a chair brought from home."1 As was common, he also brought textbooks 
from home for his studies. 

At age eight, he stayed with his grandfather in Carthage to attend school 
for a year, then moved to Ballview in Rusk County until the Civil War began. 
At home for a year, he read Greek history and mythology, the plays of 
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Shakespeare, most of the famous British essayists, and even parts of his father's 
medical books.2 His father brought home Davis' New School Arithmetic 
and told Oscar to learn arithmetic so well that if all the arithmetic books 
were burned, Oscar himself could write a new one. It was still wartime when 
he went to school in Marshall. After thorough preparation on his part and 
under his father's tutoring, he applied and was accepted at Yale University. 
Cooper had finished only his sophomore year at college when his beloved 
father and mentor died. He immediately returned home to find that his father's 
estate was bankrupt, and his mother had been diagnosed as having an incurable 
illness. During these years of childhood and adolescence, some sense of 
noblesse oblige seemed to have been instilled in Cooper. He had a disciplined 
way of working, which resulted in multiple accomplishments, as well as such 
a developed sense of personal duty that he cared for his invalid mother for 
over forty years while succeeding in each professional undertaking. After 
collecting what he could on his father's past due medical accounts, he 
eventually finished Yale a year behind his classmates, but did so well as to 
be elected into the national honor society, Phi Beta Kappa. Cooper traveled 
on borrowed money to study in Germany for a year, and returned to teach 
summer school in Panola County. 

At the age of twenty-one, he was invited to become president of Henderson 
Male and Female College in 1873 and accepted, although he felt overwhelmed 
by the responsibility. The school had an enrollment of about two hundred, 
the majority studying at high school level, and Cooper had the main teaching 
responsibilities.3 Naturally, some of his students were older than he. He taught 
from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., five days a week , and spent another five or 
six hours a day in preparation and grading. Cooper is quoted as saying: 

1 had one affair de coeur while I lived at Henderson ... a stately 
and beautiful maiden, who had graduated in the college after four 
years study, carrying away with her something more than her diploma. 
We cared a great deal for each other, but poverty and ambition stilled 
the story, and we drifted apart. It is fair to say that I had then the 
entire responsibility and care of my mother, an invalid for forty years, 
and a younger brother. My first duty was to them. I have had my 
full share of both riches and poverty, but I have not yielded or 
succumbed to either. I may say from my own experience that wealth 
and poverty are necessary ingredients in life, but the best things in 
my life have not depended on either.4 

While presiding at Henderson College, he was invited to several other 
institutions, but he refused the invitations and stayed for six years.5 



41 President Cooper's Administration 

In 1879, at a conference on education in Austin, Cooper began his fight 
for a university for the state. Opinions on the question of the establishment 
of a University of Texas were divided since some felt that all moneys available 
should be divided among existing institutions, and others felt that these 
institutions were inadequate to meet the need for higher education. Cooper 
became a member of the faculty of Sam Houston Normal Institute in Huntsville. 
During that time he remained actively involved in the fight for a state university. 
He was asked by the State Teachers Association to prepare the proposal for 
the governor which contained reasons for a university and to prepare an 
outlined plan for its organization. Frequent letters between the two men 
followed. The university was eventually established in 1891. Almost fifty years 
later Cooper returned to teach a course at this school, now known as the 
University of Texas. In one of his lectures on the history of education, he 
explained how two senators had invited him fifty years before to write up 
a bill introducing the organization of the university as well as a proposed 
location, which he did. He believed at that time that the university would 
eventually "be the greatest state university on the continent"6 and was excited 
to see that its reputation was growing. 

O. H. Cooper next became principal of the high school in Houston in 
1885.7 There he met Mary Bryan Stewart, daughter of a physician, who 
attended a summer normal school program in Marshall when Cooper was 
in charge. They were married in 1886.8 Cooper became State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for Texas from 1887 to 1890. He wrote volumes of official 
reports, delivered over one hundred addresses on various facets of the public 
school system, wrote a long prospectus entitled "The Conditions and Prospects 
of the Public School System of Texas," and later wrote a textbook entitled 
The History of Our Country, which was used for many years in the public 
schools.9 The degree of LL.D. was conferred on him by Peabody College in 
Nashville, Tennessee, in 1891. 

The Cooper family moved to Galveston, where Cooper became super- 
intendent of the city's public schools. This move not only increased his salary 
greatly but also gave him the opportunity to build up a system of schools 
second to none. In 1892, Dr. Cooper was placed in charge of a School of 
Methods established by the state for preparing of teachers—a perfect platform 
for him to expound his ideals.10 After six years in Galveston, Cooper resigned 
and moved back to his boyhood home of Carthage. 

Another three years passed before he assumed the presidency of Baylor 
University at Waco.11 Baylor was having difficulties of several kinds, but 
President Cooper had always enjoyed a challenge and gladly accepted the 
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new administrative post. His inaugural address included Hebrews 12:1-2: 
Wherefore seeing we also are encompassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which does 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us. 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith .... 

He brought to the Baylor faculty new members of high academic rank, 
initiated military drill, established a Department of Pedagogy, and further 
broadened the curriculum, all in three years. Despite all this, he resigned under 
a cloud of unresolved difficulties which were never made public.12 Although 
the Baylor trustees composed a glowing letter listing all the good he had done, 
Cooper could, at times, be severe, outspoken, and tactless, and the severance 
of this relationship may have come from both sides. He had hoped, earlier, 
to be the first president of the University of Texas, but had alienated too many 
powerful people there and was never invited. 

In 1902, Dr. Cooper accepted the presidency of Simmons College. He 
devoted almost twenty-six years of his life after that to the college and to 
the city of Abilene. Dr. Cooper quickly realized that the academic standard 
must be raised and the curriculum remodeled. Because of his wide influence 
and reputation, he was able to bring to the faculty scholars of high standing. 
Professors were paid about $1,000 a year, and instructors earned $600 
annually. Cooper continued the academy, which contained grades nine 
through eleven. Graduates of the academy and affiliated high schools were 
admitted without an entrance examination, and transfer students were granted 
credit with certain restrictions. At the end of his first year in administration, 
he instituted the giving of a diploma reading "Licentiate in Arts" to "graduating" 
college students, a practice which allowed them the equivalent of two years 
of college standing. 

Several students who began at the college level before Cooper's admin- 
istration and thought they would graduate with a standard college diploma 
were forced to take up to four more years as Cooper tightened the graduation 
requirements. Eventually, the curriculum standards allowed a student taking 
fifteen hours per week for four years to complete a Bachelor's degree. (Some 
took advantage of new summer school programs.) The curriculum was 
strengthened until the college level curriculum equalled the standing of most 
other small colleges in the country. The first people recognized for graduating 
Magna Cum Laude graduated in 1912. 
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FACULTY 

During Cooper's seven years of administration, he hired four faculty 
members who held Ph.D. degrees and eight who held either Bachelor's or 
Master's degrees.13 The professor who was to gain the largest reputation was 
a young man from Kansas. Julius N. Olsen was born May 5, 1873, in Chicago, 
and, at age five, moved with his parents to Kansas. He was one of the first 
three to graduate from the public schools of his home county in a small school 
near Norway, Kansas. He attended Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas, in 
both the academy and then the college, where he completed a Bachelor of 
Science degree. From Bethany, Olsen went to Yale University where he earned 
a Ph.D. degree with honors. After he taught mathematics at Simmons for three 
years, Olsen studied physics for a summer in Berlin, followed by a semester 
at Cambridge University under Sir J. J. Thomason, the world's foremost 
physicist at the time. He also did post-graduate work at the University of 
Kansas, the University of Colorado, and the University of Wisconsin. 

Upon finishing his Ph.D., he thought it would be an adventure to go 
to a newly developing part of the country, since he had not decided to make 
teaching his life's work..When the young man arrived in Abilene, he had to 
ask several people downtown before he could find anyone who knew where 
the school was—which was disconcerting, to say the least. He spent the night 
at the Windsor (Palm) Hotel at Second and Cypress. When he went out to 
Simmons College the next morning, those six brick buildings about which 
Dr. Cooper had written him looked very insignificant—five were the two- 
room boys' cottages.14 "Old Main," as the central building came to be called, 
was the only building of substantial size. Olsen, who had not only studied 
at one of the foremost universities in the United States, but had seen the 
continent and studied in England, had to convince his reluctant bride to leave 
her parents' comfortable home in Kansas and come to live in Abilene. 

Olsen married during his first Christmas holiday from Simmons College. 
Clara Anna Nelson was born of Norwegian parents who had migrated to 
Kansas. She was sent to a private girls' academy in Concordia, Kansas, where 
she studied languages, piano, and music from her twelfth year to her early 
twenties. Julius Olsen had been courting her as he finished his Ph.D. work. 
The couple stayed in Abilene at first on a year to year basis but were received 
so eagerly that they gradually put down roots in the little western community. 

Over the next several years, the Olsens had five children. Young Julius 
Nelson Olsen died at the age of five during an epidemic of measles in 1913. 
Simmons College dismissed classes the day of the funeral, and athletic teams 
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canceled their trips because the Olsens had earned that degree of regard among 
students as well as peers in only ten years. The couple established an 
endowment for the Julius Nelson Olsen Medal in 1914 in memory of their 
young son. The Olsen Medal, awarded to the student having the highest 
cumulative grade point average, was awarded for the first time at the 1916 
commencement to Mildred Paxton (Mrs. Dan Moody of Austin). Ollie Lena, 
one of the Olsen's daughters, won the medal in 1935. It continues to be 
awarded annually at spring commencement to the graduate who has the 
highest grade average, has exemplified the highest scholarly achievement, and 
has completed at least ninety semester hours of residence credit at HSU.15 

During his professional career, Dr. Julius N. Olsen was a member of several 
professional societies. He was one of those who established Alpha Chi Academic 
Societies in the South, acted as National President and established a local 
chapter at Simmons. He taught mathematics, physics, chemistry, geology, and 
botany with expertise and enthusiasm and headed the Department of Science 
for forty years. His family, his students, his colleagues, and indeed the city 
grieved at his death in 1942. 

In 1944, a Liberty ship used as a troop carrier in World War II was named 
in his honor and christened by Mrs. Olsen and Ollie Lena. Claudine, her 
older sister, and Ollie Lena, in 1990, still lived across the street from the 
campus in the family home. They established an endowment to enable the 
Olsen medal to continue to be awarded each spring. Regina (Mrs. Meredith 
Lewis) is deceased, and brother Julian Olsen was living in California and 
visiting Abilene from time to time. 

The late Rupert N. Richardson, himself a giant of scholarship, wrote that 
Olsen was uniformly recognized as a great teacher, a gentleman, and a 
sympathetic and understanding Christian. Tributes and messages poured in 
from all over the continent when he passed away as people recognized that 
Olsen could have chosen many places on the continent to build his career. 
In the Sid Richardson Science building is a plaque honoring this great teacher 
who chose to give himself to the students of West Texas, and a lecture hall 
which was built with a memorial fund in his honor. 

Along with Olsen, President Cooper hired James H. Coleman, A.M., from 
William Jewell College, who acted as registrar, taught commercial subjects, 
and introduced "Basket Ball" to Abilene. The game was played on any open 
field court, and only girls played at first. Coleman eventually became prominent 
in Baptist affairs in New Mexico. R. A. Kimbrough, a Mississippian who earned 
a Ph.D. from the University of Berlin, taught philosophy. John Martin Telleen, 
Ph.D. from the Sorbonne, was enticed to come as Professor of English language 
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and literature to strengthen an already good program. P. S. Hargrove, A.B. 
from Baylor and Yale, came to teach English and oratory. Lee R. Scarborough, 
A.B. was in charge of Bible instruction, homiletics, and missions. Scarborough 
had been ordained at First Baptist Church in Abilene in 1896. After serving 
for four years as pastor in Cameron, Texas, he returned to Abilene as pastor 
from 1901-08. Scarborough next moved to Fort Worth, where he became 
the professor of Evangelism at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
for twenty-seven years and president for twenty-one years. 

In 1903, Charles T. Ball, Th.M. from Southern Baptist Seminary, was 
added as Instructor of Bible and Professor of English. Later he became Dean 
of the Bible Department. His wife instructed in art with a B.L. from Salem 
Female College, North Carolina. C. H. Lewis, B.S. from Rochester University 
and former Director of Music at Stetson University, was Professor of Music. 
Miss Johnny Colbert of Anson, Texas, became "lady principal," head of the 
Academy. Miss R. M. Hazlehurst came to teach painting and drawing after 
studying with the Artists League in New York City. Another instructor in Art 
at this time was Miss Hobbs. An exhibit and reception for her students was 
given in 1908 and much acclaim was given to the excellent work of her class. 
The paintings revealed conscientious effort on the part of the pupils and artistic 
knowledge on the part of the teacher. Miss Hobbs was the recipient of many 
honors for her work at exhibits held in Georgia, New York City, and the West 
Texas Fair, where she showed her work after coming to Abilene.16 Captain 
Abell D. Hardin was Instructor in Military Tactics.17 Provisions at school, living 
conditions, academic standards, enrollment, and quality of life had all im- 
proved. 

The popular Professor J. A. Tolman of El Paso came with an M.A. from 
the University of Chicago, and later finished a Ph.D. there. While in Chicago, 
he acted as assistant editor in the compilation of Webster's Imperial Dic- 
tionary. He left Simmons to become President of Howard Payne University 
in Brown wood in 1918. 

Florence A. Price was instructor of Expression and Physical Culture. 
Trained at the famous Curry School of Expression in Boston, she taught for 
eight years in a co-educational school in Arkansas, moved for one year to 
a girls' school in Alabama, but wanted to go back to co-educational classrooms. 
In a letter written after retirement, she remarked that when she arrived in 
West Texas, she noticed the students had a freer and more aggressive spirit 
which made instruction difficult for her at first. She must have been an excellent 
teacher, for R. N. Richardson gave her entire credit for his ability in public 
speaking.18 
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Under President Cooper, the faculty members were divided into faculty 
committees for the first time. Most of these people stayed longer than teachers 
had in the early, more difficult days. Because of Cooper's academic reputation 
in Texas and beyond, he was able to entice a more scholarly group of faculty 
members to the college than most of those who had taught at Simmons up 
to his coming. 

CURRICULUM 

Courses in the junior and senior years were largely elective. Freshmen 
were required to choose five of ten courses offered which included Latin, 
Greek, French, German, Spanish, and English, as well as mathematics, chemistry, 
history, and Bible. To this list, the sophomore offerings added trigonomotry, 
physics, diction, and philosophy.19 Course offerings up until the 1930s were 
smaller in number than present curriculum offerings but arduous in content. 

A summer semester was begun in 1903 and opened the way for students 
who failed in their regular work to make up deficiencies or to complete work 
more quickly. Courses were offered in all the regular branches of instruction 
in the curriculum, and the teaching staff was composed of the regular university 
faculty members. 

Five courses in the Bible Department were offered in 1903-04. These 
courses were intended primarily for ministers and missionaries, but they were 
open to all students. They ranked as college electives according to the number 
of hours covered. During the following few years, several pastors served as 
visiting lecturers or adjunct professors.20 

Cooper organized the Simmons Bible Institute, which began in 1905 as 
a series of lectures spread over ten days. Over the next few years, the speakers 
included Cooper himself; R. M. Inlow of Kansas City, evidently a noted lecturer 
on Sunday Schools; R. T. Hanks, pastor of the First Baptist Church, where 
the lectures were held; W. O. Carver, D.D., a highly regarded professor from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; and J. B. Gambrell, D.D., of Dallas, 
then Secretary of the Baptist General Convention of Texas and its former 
president. This group of men were all important to Baptist work at the time. 
They included, also, B. H. Carroll teaching Systematic Theology; J. C. Burkett, 
Practical Theology; Joe English, leader of the Baptist Young People's Union; 
S. P. Brooks, Christian Education; George W. Baines, Hymnology; J. W. 
Gillion, New Testament Evangelism; J. M. Carroll, Christian Education; M. 
B. Hunt, Practical Theology; Robert Bruce Smith, Pastoral Theology; and the 
famous George W. Truett, Practical Theology. 21 
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Through newspaper announcements, all of Abilene was invited to attend, 
along with the ministerial and other interested students and many preachers 
from the surrounding towns. In 1909, J. Frank Norris, who was editor of 
the Baptist Standard in Dallas at that time, gave the opening address for 
that year's series. (Norris had not yet begun to separate himself from the 
mainstream of Southern Baptists). All who attended more than half the lectures 
were awarded a certificate. "Woman's Day" was held on the Friday for women 
interested in church development. The non-sectarian nature of most of the 
lectures is important. The Bible Institute grew in reputation and numbers, 
but held its last session in the fall of 1918 when the Bible Department expanded 
its full-time faculty, and new academic standards made it necessary to take 
semester-long courses for credit.22 

A new addition to the Music Department was C. H. Lewis, M.D. Frustrated 
by the keen disappointment and anguish he felt when he could not help 
patients due to the limitations of existing medical knowledge, Lewis left the 
profession of medicine and turned to music. After two years of study in piano 
and organ in New York City, he taught in several cities before coming to 
Abilene in 1902. During his first two years at Simmons, he expanded the 
University program to include piano, voice, organ, harmony, violin, mandolin, 
and guitar, and he created a college band. In the summer of 1903, the college 
furnished space in the chapel auditorium of the Main Building for Professor 
Lewis to build a pipe organ, "eighteen feet high, of two manuals, twenty- 
six stops, and five combination ventils."23 

Dr. Lewis left Simmons for two years and in his place James William 
Taylor was employed, following by Edward Holmes Fletcher. An A.B. from 
Harvard plus studies in Leipzig in piano and composition from 1903 to 1908 
made Fletcher an impressive addition. As Professor of Music and principal 
teacher of piano, he gave the annual Fall Faculty Recital of 1908 playing his 
own composition.24 He may have been the first music teacher at Simmons 
who engaged in music composition. Joseph Rosenfeld was admitted as a 
teacher of violin but remained only one semester before moving to teach at 
Polytechnic College in Fort Worth. He returned by invitation several times, 
however, to give concerts in Abilene in later years.25 After studying in New 
York City, John B. Ely was employed in 1905 to teach students of stringed 
instruments. One of his students, Brooks Morris, later served as the conductor 
of the Fort Worth Symphony and taught violin at Texas Christian University.26 

In the 1902-03 catalogue, a School of Oratory is listed for the first time, 
offering a two-year course of study. The junior year continued with elocution 
electives, and the senior year was designed to teach public address.27 Public 
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debate was the main activity of the student literary societies. Lofty subjects 
were debated by the orators: "The Old South and the New," "Should We 
Resist in the Philippines?" and "The Conquest of Righteousness." 

The Periclesian and Mary Simmons societies continued to promote 
debating as well as social fellowship. The Pope Literary Society for girls and 
the Cliosophic Oratorical Society for boys were formed during these years. 
The Simmons Oratorical Club (S.O.C.), a women's club of seven members, 
was formed in 1907, also, to promote oratory. The Philomathian Society had 
an enrollment of about eighty-five men by 1909. In the fall of 1909, a third 
group for men was organized exclusively for ministerial students and named 
"The Phano Literary Society." 

W. C. Reeves, a popular divinity student, won the Smith medal for oratory 
in 1908, with second place going to Elijah P. Hicks. Reeves was awarded 
a $50 gold medal offered by J. Frank Norris in 1909. John P. Hardesty, who 
became a well known preacher in West Texas, won the Norris medal in 1910. 
When Hardesty published his autobiography entitled John Pettigrew Hardesty: 
Pioneer Preacher of the Plains, in 1950, he mentioned that forty years ago 
he had won first place but never received the medal, nor did any winners 
for years after, although it continued to be awarded in Norris' name. Norris 
received an honorary LL.D. from Simmons at the 1910 commencement 
ceremonies, and even congratulated Hardesty —but didn't produce the 
"gold."28 

The Art Department was moved to more spacious quarters, and art exhibits 
were held frequently. Students continued to enter their work at the annual 
West Texas Fair. By 1908 some students received certificates of merit from 
the art department. 

The second school catalogue listed The School of Business as a new area 
of study. Although the School has undergone several name changes in its 
history, it has the same name in 1990 that it carried in 1893. This first 
curriculum included the following: 

Bookkeeping, Single and Double Entry, Commercial Law, Business 
Correspondence, Business Practice in the Forms and Use of Com- 
mercial Paper, Theory and Practice in the Science of Accounts as shown 
in all Forms of Business .... Instruction in Penmanship, Practical 
Grammar, Spelling, and Business Arithmetic. 

The catalogue also stated that "Stenography and Type Writing will be 
taught, if a class is formed."30 Students were given "preparation for the practical 
duties and requirements of business life."31 Classes were aimed at "the farmer, 
the professional man, the retail or wholesale merchant, the jobber, the 
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manufacturer, joint stock companies, the banker, etc."32 Students enrolled 
in the College were required to take courses from an area called History and 
Economics. 

The instructors still had to teach in several different academic disciplines. 
The 1907-08 catalogue, for instance, listed Albert Ross Abernathy, A.M., 
Th.M., as Professor of Biblical Interpretation and Instructor in History and 
Economics. The registrar, T. N. Carswell, offered instruction in shorthand, 
typewriting, or bookkeeping.33 

ATHLETICS 

Football, baseball, track, and tennis were already popular at this time. 
The Corral of 1908 states: 

Every student has, or should have, a certain amount of time for resting 
after hours of vigorous mental study. Some make use of this time by 
sitting quietly in their rooms, some by congregating together and 
smoking, and others in various other ways, many of which fail to give 
the desired rest. Again, boys in school must have some common 
pursuits, wherein they can mutually sympathize. Some seek this 
common pursuit in the streets; some in late hours; some in tobacco; 
some in unwholesome conversation; but of all the common interests 
in school life, the base ball diamond, the football and basket ball field, 
and the tennis courts are the healthiest and the most profitable base 
of association.34 

Karl A. Krause, A.M., from Eureka College, Illinois, Professor of Lan- 
guages, introduced the sport of football at Simmons, since he had played in 
his student days at the University of Chicago. In 1897 Simmons College became 
the first school in Abilene to play football.35 The first important game was 
played at the local fair in early September,  although the football uniforms 
did not arrive until December. Helmets were not used—the game was brutal. 

Football was just beginning in Texas so the "town and gown" teams asked 
the president of the Fair association to referee. He had never seen a game 
but, being a lawyer, he kept the rule book in his hand and referred to it for 
each decision with the same seriousness he would have used in a law court, 
which made for a long game. Simmons finally won 12-0. The next year, 
however, the "Town Kids" were the winners.36 

By the autumn of 1904, the Simmons football team, coached by Dallas 
Scarborough, played Midland, Fort Worth University, and Weatherford. 
Scarborough began coaching while in his senior year at Simmons. Substitutes 
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did not "count," so in photographs eleven men are shown to make up the 
football team. In early years, Simmons also played Howard Payne and Daniel 
Baker College in Brownwood, John Tarleton at Stephenville, and Scranton 
Academy in Scranton.37 In 1907, the West Texas College League was formed. 
By 1908, Scarborough coached the team to its first pennant, even though 
the players averaged only about 155 pounds each. 

The athletic field was improved during Cooper's administration, and a 
440-yard track was built around it. Track and field meets were held annually. 
The Men's tennis club had its court near Anna Hall. The few young women 
playing tennis were named the Anna Hall Tennis Club. Women tennis players 
dressed in long-sleeved white blouses and ankle-length white skirts. One can 
only imagine the fatigue of female competitors trying to play tennis in the 
hot weather of West Texas. Elegant photos of each group are in the 1922 
Bronco. 

Basket Ball began as a woman's sport and was spelled as two words. The 
girls played on a rough grass court. They wore black, baggy bloomers, white 
middy blouses, and long black stockings. The women's Dixie Basket Ball Team 
played matches wherever they could, beginning in 1908. The girls' teams 
of 1911, 1912, and 1913 did not lose a game. 

Men's Basket Ball began in 1908. The men wore sleeveless tops, shorts 
to the knees, and knee socks. 

MILITARY TRAINING 

Military science and tactics were introduced in 1901 to promote soldierly 
qualities of manliness, courtesy, accuracy, promptness, and devotion to duty. 
The 1901-02 catalogue explained, "The military drill strengthens the body, 
renders the joints supple, the muscles quick and accurate in action, throws 
back the head and shoulders, expands the chest and invigorates all the vital 
organs—in short, adds a new zest and a new lease on life."38 

President Cooper required all able-bodied young men at school to take 
part in military-type training three or more times per week. The weapons 
along with the uniforms of cadet gray similar to those worn by cadets in the 
U. S. Military and Naval Academies were provided by the government. 

COLLEGE PUBLICATIONS 

New school publications began in 1902 with The Baptist, a weekly paper, 
and the Simmons College Monthly. In 1902, Oscar Henry Cooper, Jr., eldest 
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son of Dr. O. H. Cooper, enrolled in the Academy and started The Simmons 
Corral as a bulletin to alert students to everything from Board of Trustees' 
decisions to community news to problems and joys of campus life.39 In 1907, 
the Western Evangel became the weekly college periodical, replaced by the 
Brand in 1917. 

Meanwhile, a college yearbook, the Bronco, was published for the first 
time in 1908. The Bronco was a slim volume, about one-eighth its present 
size. It included a list of all graduates beginning with the first three in 1895. 
Black and white oval-shaped portraits of each graduating senior were included 
in the first issue of 1908 along with a short character sketch of each student. 
There were written descriptions of the literary societies plus group photographs 
of each club with its motto, colors, and song. The black and white paperback 
annuals contained advertisements from local businesses. Each yearbook was 
dedicated to people chosen by the graduating class, including favorite faculty 
members, financial supporters, and friends of the school. During the war years 
the books were dedicated to the students serving in the Armed Forces.40 

BUILDINGS 

Several buildings were added during Cooper's tenure. When he arrived 
in 1902, the property valuation was $50,000.41 A beautiful three-story brick 
dormitory, Anna Hall, named after Sarah Anna Simmons, the granddaughter 
of James B. Simmons, opened in September of 1903. The first floor contained 
a dining room for one hundred girls, a parlor, and a suite of rooms for the 
chaperones and their family. The second and third floors had eighteen 
bedrooms, several bathrooms, electricity, and wood stoves for heating.42 The 
hall was remodelled in 1925 at a cost of $20,000 to be used as the campus 
library. In 1949, this building was converted into a student center but was 
razed in 1961 to make room for Moody Center.43 

In 1907, Billie Cowden Hall was built as a men's dormitory. It was named 
after "Uncle Billie" Cowden, a Midland rancher whose sons donated the first 
$5,000 toward construction. It was built on the site of the present Mabee 
Physical Education Building Complex across from Ferguson Hall, facing what 
is now the back of the Richardson Library. The building burned beyond repair 
in 1922. 

Charles T. Ball, in writing a promotional piece in The Examiner in 1911, 
suggested that only about ten percent of the young people in the country 
had the funds necessary to meet the required expenses of attending college. 
In this era, a young man could find part-time work, but there were almost 
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no positions open for young women.44 In September, 1908, a program for 
female students was begun by which they could receive an education at 
Simmons while cooking and housekeeping to pay for materials, tuition, and 
board. This program included instruction in Industrial Arts and Commercial 
Science; hence, it came to be known as the Industrial Home for Girls. The 
plan was successful enough to warrant building a home and dormitory 
containing sixty rooms at the cost of $40,000. It was opened in 1910 under 
the supervision of Dr. and Mrs. G. W. Smith. The girls were asked to pay 
$5 per month for room and board (the average salary of a working man was 
around $ 1,000 a year), and the young women did all the work of the home— 
cooking and cleaning for over one hundred people as the duties were assigned. 
This was a successful option for many young women. The name of the building 
was eventually changed to Smith Hall in honor of the couple. Dr. Smith died 
on December 28, 1914. He had been influential in the progress of the school 
for almost a quarter of a century.45 

With the successful completion of this third new building, Cooper was 
able to report by the end of 1908 that the value of the plant, including 
endowment, had reached $200,000. 

FOUNDERS DAY 

On April 17, 1907, the whole school honored the memory of James B. 
Simmons. "The services began at nine o'clock, the different societies marching 
in order to the chapel hall and after exchanging societies' yells, all joined 
in singing, 'Holy, Holy, Holy."46 Pastor Lee Scarborough gave a short bio- 
graphical sketch of the life and beneficence of the Simmons family. The first 
mention of the reading of I Corinthians 13 is in the account of this first 
Founder's Day. Subsequent convocation ceremonies have always included the 
reading of this scripture. From this first remembrance ceremony grew the 
annual Founders' Day, when graduates and exes of fifty years or more are 
honored annually by an invitation to a mid-week dinner meeting followed 
by a day of activities. These include a special chapel program where each 
member is awarded a medallion imprinted with the university seal, a memorial 
service at the cemetery led by student leaders enrolled at the school at the 
time, and informal reminiscing. 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE ON CAMPUS 

Much emphasis was placed on spiritual life, and a student who did not 
have an open mind and heart towards God and the Bible would have been 
unhappy at Simmons in those years. Cumpulsory instruction in Bible was 
given by Lee R. Scarborough. Attendance at chapel each weekday was required. 
Weekly prayer meetings in the dormitories were well attended. The Mission 
Board, comprised of students and teachers, met to study missions but also 
to do practical Christian work in the city and beyond. A Students' Christian 
Organization was popular. As well as being involved in these campus activities, 
all students routinely went to church each Sunday; about eighty percent of 
the student body claimed Baptist affiliation. 

For some years, the First Baptist Church held "College Night." One 
Saturday evening in 1905, Pastor Scarborough finished his message by 
announcing that he was declining an invitation to move to a San Antonio 
church and would remain in Abilene, much to the joy of both congregation 
and college administration. He was a highly regarded and longstanding 
member of the Board of Trustees. (A few years later, however, he left to become 
the president of the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary). That evening, 
also, Colonel J. H. Parramore gave an historical sketch of the school, and 
President Cooper spoke glowingly of the school.47 

ENROLLMENT AND FUNDING 

The college had supporters who gave financial gifts regularly, and Colonel 
James H. Parramore was one of the mainstays. In 1905, Parramore made a 
$5,000 gift toward a proposed endowment of $25,000, and his gift was 
matched by C. W. Merchant, his lifelong friend. Colonel Parramore was a 
colorful and valued citizen of Abilene. He was born in Early County, Georgia, 
in 1840. The family moved to Gonzales County when James was eight. He 
served for two years in the Civil War and was wounded in two separate battles. 
Although he retired from the army in 1864, he could not return to Gonzales, 
Texas, because of his wounds until 1865. He married Mary Jane Goodson 
in 1868, and they moved the next year to Runnels County, where he began 
ranching. The couple eventually had a family of seven children. 

In 1881, the Parramores moved to Abilene, where the family began living 
in a dugout, a one-room dwelling carved out of the side of a rise in the ground, 
literally "dug out" of the soil and then faced with timber posts with a crude 
door and, perhaps, a window. In a few months, a two-room house was built 
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of lumber with an adobe and rock chimney. Four years later, Parramore was 
able to build a large two-story home at 710 Orange Street, only the third 
such structure in Abilene. C. W. Merchant had a home north and west of 
Parramore's, built two years earlier. For many years, the two families staged 
annual barbecues, which hundreds of Abilenians enjoyed. By 1886, Parramore 
and a partner owned fifty-eight sections of land. After five years, he became 
the sole owner and restocked the ranch with Hereford cattle. Parramore was 
in partnership in several ventures. The Abilene Cotton Oil Company, one 
of his businesses, operated several gins. Parramore remained one of the largest 
cotton raisers in the state for many years. He and "Clabe" Merchant co-owned 
the San Simon Ranch in southeastern New Mexico. Parramore held mem- 
berships or executive positions in all professional associations connected with 
his occupations and still found time to be active politically, and serve as a 
deacon at the First Baptist Church. 

Parramore was an active member of the Simmons Board of Trustees from 
1894 to 1917. Nellie Sellers, his granddaughter and wife of the late Dr. Earl 
Sellers of Abilene, said that Parramore became upset by the brief uniforms 
the college boys wore while practicing track and field events. He built a high 
fence around the stadium grounds at the college so that no one could see 
the boys.48 The athletic stadium, Parramore Field, was named in his honor. 
In 1908, Colonel Parramore was asked to speak at the dedication of the new 
Billie Cowden Hall. During his remarks, he told the assembled boys not to 
use nails or tacks on the new walls. "Hearing afterwards that President Cooper 
felt he had been too hard on the boys, Parramore sent a custodian around 
to each room the next day with a handful of tacks. The boys got the message," 
Mrs. Sellers said.49 The college trustees, faculty, and staff came to depend 
on him as much for his sage advice as his continuing financial support.50 He 
died on July 4, 1917.51 His descendants continue to care for and support 
.the college to the present. 

By 1906, the value of the physical plant plus the endowment had reached 
$ 125,000.52 Over the next twelve months there were gifts of $50,000, part 
from the estate of Simmons, and part from the bequest of Mrs. Frank Morse 
of New York City. 

Tuition costs increased gradually, but did not increase enough to cover 
the cost of each student. Towards the end of Cooper's administration, cost 
of room and board ranged from $128 to $158 per year. Textbooks and 
stationery varied from $10 to $25 per year, as did laundry service. Miscel- 
laneous fees and tuition for the study of music, art, speech, and physical culture 
also constituted extra charges.53 The first mention of free tuition came in the' 
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catalogue of 1905-06. This help was offered to men training for the ministry 
and women preparing for mission work.54 Minor children of missionaries and 
ministers were to have half their tuition paid if they kept at least a seventy 
per cent average on the first three months' work. 

Scholarships for students majoring in the Bible Department included one 
given by the Honorable R. C. Crane of Sweetwater, Texas, in honor of his 
father, who had recently retired as president of Baylor University.55 (The HSU 
Library's Crane Collection of valuable papers was donated by Judge R. C. 
Crane). The G. W. Smith Scholarship, given by friends in honor of the Reverend 
and Mrs. G. W. Smith, and twenty other scholarships helped ministerial tuition 
greatly.56 Student club scholarships continued to help several students each 
year. A $50 scholarship available to women was begun in 1903 by Mr. and 
Mrs. H. C. Beal of Lubbock, in memory of Miss Mamie Beal, a student. The 
number of scholarships and awards had increased considerably by 1907: the 
W. R. Smith medal for English Oration, the Margaret H. Smith prize for highest 
general standing, the E. G. Schorsch medal given for oratory, the Ralph medal 
for improvement in art work as well as a prize for still-life art work, and several 
prizes for good housekeeping awarded to those who boarded in the Industrial 
Home. A Students' Aid Fund of $500 was begun in 1907 by Trustee J. B. 
Ashburn of Stamford to begin financial aid through low-interest, long-term 
loans. 

In 1907, Charles T. Ball, Dean of the Bible Department, was approached 
by the Board of Trustees to act as field agent to raise an endowment for Biblical 
instruction. One day, he was invited to speak during chapel to the students 
and teachers about his progress. At the conclusion, he asked those who had 
given money to share how they felt about what they had done. One student 
preacher said he had felt so good about giving the last time that he wanted 
to give $100 more now. This response began a chain reaction of spontaneous 
giving out of love and gratitude for the school. At the end of chapel, the 
accumulated contributions from teachers and students added up to $6,200 
toward the endowment. (The equivalent, today, would be close to $100,000). 
Doubtless, the experience of sacrificial giving brought a lasting spiritual benefit 
to many of the generous donors. 

By July, 1909, Ball had raised cash, notes, and pledges totalling $60,000, 
thus bringing the institution's endowment, actual and potential, to $120,000. 
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COOPER'S LEADERSHIP ENDS 

Enrollment grew to 340 by the 1907-08 school year. By the following 
year, enrollment reached 465. Simmons College was almost two decades old 
and was beginning to forge ahead. The Board of Trustees continued to be 
a strong group led by the Honorable K. K. Legett. Most members of the first 
several Boards of Trustees are still familiar names to people in Abilene today. 

President Cooper resigned in 1909 primarily because of the school's 
financial problems. The whole country was suffering a recession, and the 
trustees were not able to come to Cooper's rescue themselves. Not only was 
he lacking his own full salary, but he also could not pay the rest of the faculty, 
nor all the other debts. Although he had assumed the financial responsibility 
of the college and eventually paid all the debts personally, it was a severe 
disappointment to him that there was not a sufficient number of people who 
realized the necessity for generous endowment of colleges, Simmons College 
in particular. He stated his position in a paper entitled "Ten Years' Experience 
as a College President and Some Conclusions."57 

Although Dr. Cooper resigned the presidency at Simmons, he had no 
intention of leaving teaching. At the age of fifty-seven, in a decade when the 
average life-span for men was about that same age, he built a two-story brick 
building on South Ninth Street and began the Cooper School for Boys. It 
was an elite school which operated only six years but enj oyed a wide reputation, 
and produced many strong graduates. The building was sold to the Sisters 
of Divine Providence of San Angelo, who formed Saint Joseph's Academy. 
The Academy continued successfully until the 1960s.58 The Coopers were 
always involved in Bible teaching. For many years he taught a large Sunday 
School class for men, and his wife, Mary, organized the 17th District Baptist 
Women's Missionary Union. Cooper and his faculty had improved the school 
in every way. 

The next president, Dr. J. D. Sandefer, eventually invited Cooper back 
to Simmons as Professor of Philosophy and then as Chairman of the Faculty, 
which allowed him a continuing place in the profession he loved. In 1925, 
Cooper was awarded the degree of Litt.D. by Simmons College. Dr. Cooper's 
fortitude continued even at the end of his life. He began to lose weight in 
the summer of 1932 and seemed to realize that his ill health would be fatal. 
He asked that his son be called to come from New York, and Cooper managed 
to say a few words of welcome and concern before slipping into a coma. He 
died August 22, 1932. After a memorial service at First Baptist Church, his 
body was buried in Abilene. O. H. Cooper had lived out the scripture he 
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had quoted so many years earlier; he had run with patience the race that 
had been set before him and had set an example for others who might excel 
in the field of education. 

Mrs. Cooper passed away in 1946.59 Dr. Cooper's most important papers 
are housed at the University of Texas. The second high school built in Abilene 
was rightly named Cooper High School in his honor. 

Because of his years of involvement in public education and leadership 
at state level, because of his textbook and articles on education, and because 
of his reputation for improving the academic environment in every position 
he held, Oscar Henry Cooper is still considered by many educators in Texas 
to be the teacher's teacher. 



Four  
Biography of J.D. Sandefer 

T. he college presidency of Jefferson Davis 
Sandefer (1909-1940) was to extend through the first World War, the greatest 
financial depression developed countries had ever known, and the beginning 
of a second World War. His coming to Simmons College was under unusual 
circumstances. When President Cooper announced his resignation in 1909, 
the first vote of the trustees was to bring former First Baptist Church pastor 
Lee R. Scarborough back to Abilene, this time as president of the school. 
(Scarborough had been on the Board of Trustees when President C. R. Hairfield 
resigned in 1902 and was influential in convincing educator O. H. Cooper 
to come to Simmons College when Hairfield left.) Scarborough spent a day 
in Abilene with the trustees in the directors' room of the Citizens National 
Bank, praying and discussing the question. 

After much deliberation, Scarborough declined the invitation, feeling he 
should continue training ministerial students at SWBTS (Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary). He agreed to serve with C. C. Coleman, another Board 
member, as a Presidential Search Committee. When the committee submitted 
the list, Cooper drew a line through the dozen or so names one after another. 
Then he wrote the name of Jefferson Davis Sandefer at the bottom of the 
list and handed it back to the committee, with the comment "He is your man."1 

This man, named after a former President of the Confederacy, was born 
on a farm in Sharp County, Arkansas, on March 13, 1868, and moved as 
a child with his parents and siblings to Parker County, Texas. Of his early 
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years, he wrote, "I attended a country school on our farm two or three months 
a year ... on rainy days. On fair days, I worked on the farm. At the age 
of 18,1 could not work fractions in arithmetic. My education was not beyond 
the fourth or fifth grade."2 Sandefer entered Parker Institute at Whitt in Parker 
County and received his A.B. degree after six years because he had to work 
to pay his way through college. He then became president of Strawn College 
in Palo Pinto County, Texas (1893-1899), and from 1900 to 1901 he was 
Superintendent of Schools in Granbury. From 1901 to 1906 he was professor 
of Latin and history at John Tarleton College in Stephenville. During that 
time, he did special work at the University of Texas to receive his teaching 
certificate. In 1907, he earned a Bachelor of Philosophy degree from the 
University of Chicago and had enough credits to receive an M.A. but was 
never granted it. After one year as Superintendent of Schools in Stephenville, 
he became president of Tarleton College in 1908.3 

Jefferson Davis Sandefer, called "Dave" by his early friends, married Lucile 
Gilbert of Nashville, Tennessee, in 1893. Lucile attended Martin Female 
College at Pulaski, Tennessee; Howard Female College at Gallatin, Tennessee; 
Southern Female University at Birmingham, Alabama; and she studied art 
and music at the Nashville Conservatory.4 She served on the faculty when 
her young husband headed Strawn College. She was clever, loyal, and optimistic, 
and was an active partner throughout her husband's professional life. 

Sandefer was a strong advocate of prohibition. He had been impressed 
as a youngster by a Methodist circuit rider preacher who had spoken of the 
problems connected with alcohol. A far greater impression, however, was made 
on him by his mother, Lucretia, who "was intensely religious and brought 
her children up to respect God, the teacher, minister, and anyone else holding 
a position of trust or responsibility."5 His first speech on the subject was at 
Gordon, Texas, and included descriptions of homes and individuals ruined 
by strong drink. While he was preaching, a man drove his wagon past the 
assembled group, calling out in a drunken stupor a loud protest against 
prohibition. He drove on. As Sandefer was finishing, the local doctor asked 
him to accompany him two or three miles out of town to an accident. There 
lay the same drunken man at the partially opened gate to his small home. 
He had fallen in front of the team of mules and was crushed by the wheels 
of his wagon. When Sandefer saw the man's young wife run from her house 
with four little children, the tragic results of intoxication were impressed on 
him indelibly.6 He made many speeches against the use of alcohol and tobacco 
after that, and he saw many victories as county after county voted against 
the use and sale of alcohol. 
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Sandefer was a naturally gifted orator. From all accounts, he seemed 
unusually able to separate issues from the people who raised them, and could 
disagree strongly with people while respecting their views and enjoying their 
company, as well as allowing them to disagree with him without taking 
personal affront. 

He hosted two-time presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan in 
Stephenville at a time when Bryan was one of the best known citizens in the 
entire country. Sandefer was impressed with Bryan's inexpensive and 
unimpressive clothing and was convinced then that "clothes do not make 
the man."7 Sandefer may not have agreed with all of Bryan's political views, 
but in 1915 Sandefer hosted Bryan in Abilene where he addressed the Simmons 
College Commencement audience. 

Sandefer mentally outlined his own speeches carefully but almost never 
carried notes. Many times he was solicited to become a candidate for congress 
and for governor8 during his years with John Tarleton College, and he seriously 
considered doing so until he heard of a "smear" campaign being planned against 
him and decided against doing so since he did not want to risk his personal 
reputation. 

He had been reared in relatively simple, surroundings where his family 
and friends were transparent in their honesty, decided in their ideals, and 
uncompromising in their principles. Although there is no record, it is likely 
that Sandefer felt ill equipped for the complicated game of politics. Not only 
did he receive encouragement to enter politics, but he also received several 
invitations to preside over other colleges. He refused the invitations until the 
call came from Simmons College. 

After conferring with President Cooper that day in 1909, trustees 
Scarborough and Coleman took a train to Stephenville to discuss the offer 
with Sandefer. Following a telegrammed invitation from the board,9 the Sandefers 
agreed to visit Abilene and were taken to the home of George L. Paxton for 
dinner, after which the entire board joined them. Sandefer later wrote: "1 must 
confess when I looked over the plant and saw the generally rundown condition 
of the three little buildings, the almost worn-out furniture, and practically 
no library and scientific equipment, 1 was not in the least impressed."10 The 
contrast was discouraging because the Sandefers had been living in a new 
dormitory on the John Tarleton College campus in a lovely suite of rooms. 
Sandefer himself had "secured from a dear Methodist woman, money to build 
the dormitory. It was the first time a Baptist deacon had ever secured money 
from a Methodist to put a building on a state school campus."11 

The need for Sandefer's leadership was presented from every angle and 
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for several hours until, well after midnight, poor Sandefer suggested he would 
consider their proposal if they would only adjourn the meeting. "They seemed 
to think I had accepted it then and there and either Scarborough or Coleman 
said, 'Let us pray again' and several offered prayers. They then all shook hands 
with me, and told me how happy they were that I had agreed to accept the 
presidency here. Here and now, after thirty years, I am confessing that they 
misunderstood me that night," Sandefer later wrote.12 

The next morning, the Sandefers returned to Tarleton greatly worried 
over what arguments to present to the board to secure their release. The prayers 
of concerned Simmons College supporters plus the challenge of a Baptist school 
where they could make such a decided impact may have prompted their 
accepting this invitation. It was certainly a step of faith, but Sandefer had 
already proven that he thrived on challenges. What Sandefer found at Simmons 
was indeed a challenge. On Wednesday, September 8, 1909, President 
Sandefer made his opening speech to the assembled students, more than sixty 
percent of whom were at the high school level. His remarks included inspi- 
rational goals and some straightforward warnings that there was to be no 
cigarette smoking, drinking, or swearing on campus. It is not recorded whether 
he emphasized that such exemplary behavior might only be possible through 
the supernatural help of God's power, but the three hundred students did 
conclude the assembly by singing "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name."13 

President Sandefer had specified to the Board of Trustees that he did 
not expect to have to raise funds for the school. Each of the trustees promised 
that they would do some fundraising and would hire a field representative 
(forerunner to the present University Development officers). He soon realized, 
as have most university presidents, that the men meant well, but most did 
not do very much. He felt that he would have to secure individual gifts himself. 

With characteristic energy, he began introducing people to Simmons 
College and his aspirations for it. The school was still under the Sweetwater 
Association and was not a part of the Correlated School System of Baptist 
Colleges. One reason the Simmons Board had been against joining the 
Correlated System was that the System was paying off the debts of Baptist 
Colleges before allotting money to other causes. Since Simmons College had 
no debts, its trustees were concerned that the college would not receive any 
money from contributions of Abilene churches and other longstanding 
supporters if they contributed to the correlated program until all the other 
Baptist schools' debts were paid. The end result might be that Simmons College 
could be in dire financial need with no one to call on for several years. 

Dr. Sandefer pushed on, and with noticeably fine results. One sermon 
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in Dublin, Texas, brought about the first two financial gifts for the college. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Higginbotham and Mrs. B. H. Utterbeck gave $1,000 and 
$500 respectively to help with the Girls' Industrial Home. At the end of his 
first year, President and Mrs. Sandefer attended the National Education 
Association's annual convention, at which he was selected from forty Texas 
delegates to represent Texas on the Senate Council. Naturally, he met people 
from all over the country and spoke to each about the burgeoning college 
in West Texas and its good preparation of prospective teachers. In 1911, the 
school became a member of the Standard Colleges of Texas.14 

In 1912, the Texas State Department of Education recognized Simmons 
College as a teacher training agency; it was admitted to the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Schools in 1927, and the college became a member of the National 
Association of Music the same year.15 In the summer of 1912, President 
Sandefer was elected Summer Normal School Conductor by Abilene teachers, 
an event which resulted in three hundred teachers from the area attending 
Normal School on the college campus. 

In 1914, the school made application to and was admitted into the Texas 
Intercollegiate Association, a group which scheduled athletic as well as 
oratorical contests. In December of 1916, Sandefer went to New York to interest 
businessman Edgar L. Marston in the future of the athletic program. As a 
result, Marston donated about $12,000 plus the brick needed to build a 
gymnasium with indoor pool. Sandefer remarked that the brick had been 
invented by a former student of his, Arthur Miller. The newly patented hollow 
brick made it impossible for moisture to get through the walls and was much 
lighter in weight than earlier kinds.16 

As is the case with most powerful and aggressive personalities, Sandefer 
made enemies of those who became envious of the progress of the man and 
of the school. In spite of negative rumors regarding his competence, most 
people trusted Sandefer, and college enrollment continued to grow. He never 
once expelled a student, although he did encourage some to leave—suggesting 
they not return until they felt comfortable conforming to the school's standards. 
Sandefer soon outlined a program to build a constituency all over the United 
States who would have confidence enough to support the school financially, 
and over the next thirty-one years he did that in a highly successful manner. 

In 1917, President Sandefer was honored with an LL.D. from Baylor 
University.17 In November of 1920, after a year as Vice President, he was 
made president of the Baptist General Convention of Texas at the El Paso 
meeting. 

The Sandefers enjoyed traveling. Their first overseas visit came in 1921 
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when they sailed to England and then to the continent for two and one half 
months. Included in his letters of introduction (a common custom of the 
time) was a letter from George W. Truett, internationally known pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Dallas. The Sandefers visited both Cambridge and 
Oxford Universities to study their financial and academic systems. The couple 
gleaned information everywhere they went: Scotland, France, Switzerland, 
Italy, Belgium, Germany, and Holland. They were hungry for information 
and knowledge about how universities work and spent few hours simply for 
pleasure. In January of 1929, the Sandefers accompanied the Cowboy Band 
to Washington, D.C. to attend the inauguration of Herbert Hoover as President. 

The fall catalogue of 1919-20 announced a Medical Director's post. A 
doctor was to be on campus for at least an hour each day "where any students 
desiring his professional services may consult him without extra charge."18 

The brother of the president may have been the first medical director; G.W. 
Sandefer, M.D., served in the post for twelve years. Sometime during this 
period, "Dr. George" became seriously ill and went to Baylor Hospital in Dallas 
for treatment. Sandefer visited him by train as often as possible and stopped 
in towns along the way to report the progress of the college to people who 
regularly supported it. The president became so ill himself during this time 
that he underwent surgery, and on his birthday, which was shortly after the 
operation, he received nearly five hundred birthday cards, another sign of 
his popularity. 

After he had recuperated, his next project was to sell a lot which he 
personally owned to Judge C. M. Caldwell, who soon donated the $12,500 
lot for the location of a Baptist hospital to be named the West Texas Baptist 
Sanitarium. A gentleman named J. M. Radford had first inspired Sandefer 
to realize that the Simmons College administration should lead in the dream 
of building a hospital with the hope that one day there would be young people 
training for medicine and for law. The West Texas Baptist Sanitarium opened 
to receive patients September 15, 1924,19 and began a longstanding and 
mutually helpful relationship between two Baptist institutions in Abilene. 
Judge and Mrs. T. G. Hendrick gave $110,000 to support the hospital in 
the 1930s, so the name was changed in their honor to Hendrick Medical 
Hospital and later to Hendrick Medical Center. 

By 1925, the total assets of the school were valued at about $800,000, 
there was an income from a half million dollar endowment fund, and student 
enrollment stood at about 1,000. Sandefer was definitely the hub of the wheel 
as the school gained momentum. He spoke often at Chapel, he moralized, 
he cajoled, he enthused over things spiritual as well as material. He and his 
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wife hosted individuals, and small and large groups in their home. In 1927, 
the University was admitted to the Southern Association of Schools, and it 
became a member of the National Association of Music the same year. 

Despite this recognition, in the quiet hours late at night alone, Sandefer 
"walked the floor many hours and prayed fervently."20 Often there was in- 
sufficient money to meet the monthly payroll of the school, and there were 
many incidents recorded of financial gifts coming into his hands only hours 
before expenses had to be met.21 Having the school accepted into the American 
Association of Colleges at the Atlantic City meeting in 1928 was a great 
achievement, but membership carried accompanying responsibilities. Present 
faculty had to be encouraged to work on terminal degrees, new faculty with 
doctoral degrees had to be hired, and the current faculty salaries needed to 
be raised to a level commensurate with that of older and wealthier institutions. 

Other concerns arose. In May, well-known Baptist pastor J. Frank Norris, 
without consulting Sandefer, suggested that Sandefer be drafted as candidate 
for governor of Texas. Norris had a high profile but an increasingly turbulent 
effect on Baptist circles during his preaching career. He was as manipulating 
as Sandefer was guileless. He made friends with Sandefer and then suggested 
that Simmons University should be on Norris' side, although Norris had 
entangled himself in many negative controversies. Sandefer not only refused 
the endorsement of Norris to run for governor but eventually backed away 
from all public association with him. 

Sandefer's actions set a pattern. One of the reasons the University has 
continued to be strong for one hundred years may be that those who held 
administrative or advisory control have attempted, under God, to steer a 
middle course and to avoid the extremes which tempt institutions as well 
as individuals. 

Local civic clubs of Abilene and the Chamber of Commerce honored the 
twentieth anniversary of Sandefer's presidency on April 17, 1930, with an 
evening program filled with congratulatory remarks. Sandefer responded with 
a promise that he would dedicate the rest of his years to the school and to 
the city, and he challenged the audience to support all denominational schools. 

By this time the effects of what would become known as the Great 
Depression were being felt. Enrollment was dropping, and fewer students 
meant less income to keep the school going. 

• Surprisingly, in 1930 the school's Cowboy Band accepted a three months' 
tour of Europe with concert and theatrical engagements, and the Sandefers 
and a few other fortunate people sailed overseas with the band. During the 
first few years of the thirties, Sandefer also accepted invitations to preach in 
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many churches in and around Abilene. He continued making speeches on 
prohibition, administering the affairs of the school, and, most important, 
raising operating funds.22 For example, on one of his trips to New York, he 
visited Eugene Holman and Rupert Johnson, former students of Simmons. 
He scarcely could have foreseen that the school would be the fortunate 
beneficiary of over $2 million from Rupert Johnson toward the building of 
a new School of Business completed in 1990. Even as a young man Johnson 
pledged small gifts which were needful in those difficult years. Holman later 
helped the school significantly, also. 

In Philadelphia, the Sandefers were the guests of businessman H. C. 
Coleman and his devout Presbyterian family. A few years before, Coleman 
had stopped off in Abilene with the idea of purchasing some real estate. E. 
Truett Compere, son-in-law of the president, was asked to escort Coleman 
around the city to show him investment possibilities; Compere purposely made 
the University their last stop, and President Sandefer was invited to join them 
for a meal. Coleman queried Sandefer extensively on the reasons for the 
college's continuation and then asked for an explanation of the theological 
point of view. Colman seemed amazed that there was any school in the world 
which had such a strong Christian commitment and such a standard of personal 
piety as Sandefer explained. Beginning in 1928, the Coleman family sent 
varying amounts of money as business allowed. In spite of the disastrous effects 
of the depression which necessitated his curbing expenses, selling properties, 
and otherwise rearranging his finances, H. C. Coleman continued to make 
donations regularly until his death in 1936. The $71,500 in cash and $80,000 
in property were valued all the more because these gifts so encouraged the 
morale of the president, faculty, and staff. 

These and other gifts were substantial, but Sandefer received in addition 
a major and pivotal contribution for the school. In 1931, Sandefer heard of 
a gift to Baylor University from Mr. and Mrs. John G. Hardin. Sandefer and 
Solon R. Featherston, an alumnus of Simmons University, went to Burkburnett, 
Texas, to visit the Hardins in their home to alert the couple to the work going 
on at the school. After the visit, Sandefer followed up with a long letter stating 
that over one thousand ministers and missionaries had trained at the small 
college and were serving around the world, that its reputation was already 
disproportionately large for its size and location due in part to the Cowboy 
Band which traveled and represented the romance of the western frontier, 
and that the name of the college represented the families in the northern 
states who had believed in it enough to support it. 

A faculty member recalled that during the time that Sandefer was ne- 
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gotiating with the Hardins, he called the faculty to the front of the auditorium 
one morning after Chapel. He announced that John G. Hardin wanted his 
name to be included in the name of the school upon receipt of a gift. Sandefer 
wanted the opinion of the faculty on this idea. He asked an unmarried female 
professor her opinion. Since she had been single for many years, she threw 
up her hands in the air and said, "Why, for that amount I'd change my name 
to anything."23 Mr. and Mrs. Hardin also gave a substantial gift to the college's 
permanent endowment fund.24 The support of this couple was crucial to the 
survival of the school, so the name of the University was changed by vote 
of the Board of Trustees to its present form on May 10, 1934. 

JOHN GERHAM AND MARY C. HARDIN 

A donor of this proportion deserves some detailed attention in the history 
of the school. John Hardin was born in Tiffin County, Mississippi, in 1854,25 

but the family soon moved to Tennessee. Young Hardin was twelve when 
the Civil War ended, and the lack of a free public school system and family 
hard times allowed him only two or three months of schooling per year. When 
he was twenty-one, he attended a penmanship school and then set up one 
himself. From the proceeds, he and his father bought round- trip tickets to 
Texas on a new railroad to visit relatives in 1875. At Texarkana, the senior 
Hardin's wallet and train ticket were stolen, so the son agreed to work until 
he earned enough to buy a ticket home. He never returned home but settled 
in Johnson County, Texas, where he married Cordelia Adams, a cousin. She 
lived only a few years before she died, perhaps from grief caused by the loss 
of two children in infancy. 

In 1887, Hardin married a Virginia school teacher, Mary C. Funk. Their 
first home was a dugout, where they lived for several years.26 Mr. Hardin 
owned 1,500 acres of land on which he ranged cattle and grew wheat and 
corn. The Hardins began very early to lend money to neighbors to develop 
holdings and make investments, all of which greatly aided in the settling of 
the area of Burkburnett, Texas, just north of Wichita Falls. 

In 1907, construction began on a railroad to be built from Wichita Falls 
to Forgan, Oklahoma. There was an immediate sale of lots to develop the 
town, and Hardin bought some of the property. He later bought business 
property on which he built some brick buildings, and when the First National 
Bank was organized in 1907, he was a charter stockholder, and soon became 
president. He remained in banking until 1929. In the early part of 1919, 
oil exploration began on land he had leased to several parties and, within 
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one year, he had profited $734,000 from his one-eighth royalty. He continued 
to invest his money. As early as 1919, he was worth about $1 million, even 
before oil was discovered. 

Because of the oil rigs and numbers of people around their previous home, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hardin moved to a new but simple five-room frame home, but 
continued their frugal lifestyle. The couple reared three orphaned children 
named Egbert and Edna Hardin and O. L. Clark, all of whom received large 
inheritances. 

They had no living children of their own, so they enjoyed lending money 
to help many young people attend college. As more and more young people 
applied for money, the Hardins discussed the idea of giving to Christian schools 
instead, so that the schools could disperse the funds. They also gave to 
children's homes such as Buckner Orphans' Home in Fort Worth. Their 
philanthropy was widespread. In the city of Burkburnett, they gave to several 
denominations for church buildings, to the local high school, and to the city 
for the building of a municipal light plant. Baylor University in Waco received 
over a period of years an endowment totaling $850,000. For the benefit of 
Simmons College in April of 1934, Mr. and Mrs. Hardin 

set up an annuity agreement totalling $250,000. One month later, 
in May, cash, bonds, notes and securities were set up to be held in 
trust for certain institutions under which agreement Simmons Uni- 
versity would receive one-sixth of the total amount of this trust estate 
upon the death of the last survivor of Mr. and Mrs. Hardin. When 
this fund was distributed, Hardin-Simmons University received the 
sum of $305,296.15 as their portion of the Hardin Trust. In addition, 
thereto, Hardin-Simmons University received by will, three-eights of 
the personal estates of Mr. and Mrs. Hardin, the total amount being 
$350,212.77. In addition to the above, Mr. and Mrs. Hardin gave 
$30,000 to Hardin-Simmons University in order for them (the 
university) to qualify for a gift from one of their former benefactors.27 

Their gifts to Simmons University totaled almost $1 million. 
The Hardins gave generously, also, to Baylor College in Belton; hence 

the name Mary Hardin was added in her honor. Baylor University Hospital 
in Dallas received much from their estate. Abilene Christian College was also 
a benefactor since Hardin's first wife had been a faithful member of the Church 
of Christ, and Howard Payne College of Brown wood, Texas, received over 
$300,000 from the Hardin estate. 

Hardin was a canny, hard-working, Christian pioneer of West Texas. An 
autobiographical sketch of his life closes with his philosophy of unerring good 
sense: 
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Some people think I have been successful and in some respects 1 have 
been. 1 attribute what little success I have attained to a few things. 
The first is to economize and take care of what 1 have made and never 
let my expenses outrun my profits. The second, I married when 1 was 
a young man and got a good, industrious, economical girl for a wife. 
When my first wife died, 1 married another . . . who was always ready 
to help and take care of what we made. Third, there was a mule I 
bought that 1 named Balam [sic]. . . and he never did go back on 
me and always did what I told him to do . . .. And the fourth reason 
is, 1 have always been very careful not to sign my name in the wrong 
place .... I enjoy life and have a good time. My motto has always 
been: Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. July 
4, 192828 

Their crucial gift allowed Dr. Sandefer to remain in harness and allowed 
his beloved institution to remain open. In June of 1934, the city celebrated 
the 25th anniversary of Dr. Sandefer's presence in Abilene.30 His term of office 
as university president had been the longest in the State of Texas. In celebration, 
the Sandefers received a Wedge wood silver service, and a $500 check from 
the city. 

Despite the huge impact of his public career, Sandefer was a family man. 
He was helped immensely by his wife. They had four children: Jefferson Davis 
"Jake" Jr., Grace Lucile (Mrs. E. T. Compere), Mary Louise (Mrs. Stanley 
Walker), and Gilbert (Gib), who all attended Simmons College and maintained 
a loyal interest in the school after graduation. Their mother believed that 
"women should do something for society outside of home activities" and she 
certainly did.31 During her forty-one years in Abilene, Lucile Sandefer was 
as much concerned about the growth and success of the college as her husband 
was. As she walked across the rough prairie grass from building to building, 
ruining the heels of her shoes for lack of pavement, she must have felt her 
soul shriveling from the lack of beauty which, on other campuses, was provided 
by flowers, trees, and shrubs. To overcome this dearth, during her first year 
Mrs. Sandefer planted some flowers and shrubs by herself. "After looking over 
the campus of Simmons College and its needs and opportunities I thought 
a club might be the most helpful," she said later.32 In the winter of 1910, 
she invited the wives of the faculty to meet around the table in her dining 
room. This meeting was significant because it began a long-standing tradition, 
the Round Table Club. 

The original club name, "Simmons Round Table," came out of that first 
meeting. The first formal meeting was on September 20, 1910, and the five 
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who attended elected Mrs. Sandefer as president, Julius Olsen's wife, Clara 
Anna, as vice-president, Mrs. George Mullins as secretary, and Mrs. C. H. 
Lewis as treasurer. Mrs. Otto Watts, a member for many years beginning in 
the twenties, once stated that when the group was formed, it was only the 
second women's club to have begun in Abilene to that time. 

In those early days of meeting, one of the central purposes was social 
fellowship since the normal lifestyle for most women was to work hard inside 
the home. This routine resulted in much personal isolation from all but the 
immediate family. The members decided, therefore, that an important object 
of the club was to promote social life: welcoming wives of new faculty members, 
holding bridal and baby showers, sponsoring an annual couple's Valentine's 
dinner, and hosting an annual May "basket picnic" to entertain the trustees' 
wives. 

By the fifth meeting all of the faculty wives were there, and they discussed 
improving the appearance of the campus. They passed a resolution to ask 
the Board of Trustees to allow one male college student free tuition and another 
student free room and board in exchange for grounds maintenance under 
the direction of this club.33 The plan was approved. Thus began the long- 
standing concern for the appearance of the campus. In the fall of 1911, the 
club minutes record: "As our chief business is the beautifying of the college 
campus, that subject was the source of considerable discussion and it was 
decided to direct all our efforts at present to cleaning off the weeds." Each 
member was assigned to plant and be responsible for watering a flower bed. 

Later, water pipes were installed at a cost of $40.70. In 1912, the group 
contracted with the city to put lights on the campus. At a Christmas Bazaar, 
$100 was raised to help pay for the lights and to add some equipment in 
the Home Economics department. It was through Round Table that the first 
concert grand piano was purchased for the college.34 That year, also, they 
were instrumental in building a bandstand for the Cowboy Band. 

In 1913, the group contracted for sidewalks and for rock curbing around 
the dormitories, and in 1915 one hundred pecan trees were bought and 
planted. Mrs. Sandefer brought home ivy cuttings collected on visits to Mount 
Vernon, Monticello, the Hermitage, and other famous places and planted them 
in the area of the triangle in the center of campus. 

During World War I, members opened a work room in the Home 
Economics department so that they could work there on various projects for 
the Red Cross. For the college, they made by hand a lovely service flag with 
gold cloth stars representing each student who died while in service. This 
flag hung in Behrens Chapel but was lost when the building burned. In the 
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fall of 1919, with $75 in the treasury, the women began selling shares at 
$10 each to have a greenhouse built on campus and, in two years, they had 
the required $6,000. By 1934, it was being used to grow flowers for the school 
and for patrons of the school, and the club received rental money.35 In 1921, 
the State Federation of Women's Clubs met on campus for three days, hosted 
by Round Table members. This was the first time the Federation had ever 
been entertained by a college and the first time that women gave the invo- 
cations.36 When 1929 brought economic depression, most social affairs were 
cancelled. The following December the group decided to give $50 to the school 
in lieu of a Christmas party. The loyalty to the school which these faculty 
wives displayed was likely significant in the choice their husbands made to 
stay at the school during the next hard years. After Dr. Sandefer's death in 
1940, Mrs. Sandefer became an inactive member and, for the first time, club 
presidents began to be elected for a period of only two years. 

When America entered World War 11 after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
the club again voted to sponsor a Red Cross serving room for two afternoons 
a week where community women were invited to join in making pajamas, 
pillow cases, quilts, lap robes, and bed pan and hot water bottle covers. The 
club women sold war bonds and helped host the Soldiers' Center at First 
Baptist Church. They brought "victory garden" produce, books and magazines, 
and home baked goods for military men visiting the center.37 

Over the years annual dues were raised slightly, a few bylaws amended, 
and the meeting place changed from on-campus buildings to members' homes. 
The group has bought and donated to the school a sterling silver tea service 
and a fine china set for parties in the Student Center, and has given many 
individual contributions to the library. 

Round Table was not Mrs. Sandefer's only contribution. During all the 
years of her life, Mrs. Sandefer was active in local, state, and national women's 
organizations.38 She also graciously hosted innumerable visitors in their home 
on the campus. She received hundreds of Christmas cards each year from 
all over the world from students and faculty who had left Abilene. She was 
so well known and involved on campus that she was invited to lay the first 
brick for the girls' dormitory, Mary Frances Hall, and she broke ground for 
Smith Hall.39 

Under the direction of Mrs. Sandefer and her son J. D. Sandefer, Jr., a 
tower was built on the front green to hold the original school bell which 
had hung in the cupola of the old Main Building. For the first two decades 
the bell had been rung as a rising call each morning, and at the end of each 
class during the day. It could be heard all over the campus, and the community 
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for about a mile around depended on the bell for a timepiece. When Simmons 
Science Hall was built around the old building, the bell was placed on top 
of the roof, and students rang it to announce either a special happening or 
a prank. This became a nuisance, so the clapper was removed. One night 
some time later, some students rolled it off the top of the building. The bell 
cracked when it hit the ground, and its sound was gone forever. Fortunately, 
Mrs. Sandefer realized its historical value, and the tower now marks an 
important tradition.40 

The wife of the president enjoyed the affection of the whole campus: 
"Her heart and soul have been entwined in the building of this worthy 
institution .... Her loving personality, keen mentality, splendid character, 
and unusual faith exemplify all the virtues of a gracious and kindly wom- 
anhood."41 She responded: 

My service here has been one of love and devotion. To those who 
have had the privilege of passing the Hardin-Simmons way, and to 
those who may come, I extend every good wish. 1 believe that Hardin- 
Simmons University is in its embryonic stage and I sincerely trust that 
the service we have rendered here will be but the stepping stone for 
a brilliant future.42 

In 1938, her husband was showing signs of weariness and ill health. 
Sandefer eventually requested that Professor Rupert N. Richardson be made 
Executive Vice-President, a post Richardson accepted only out of love for 
Sandefer. By 1939, the President's fight against stomach cancer kept him at 
home much of the time.43 Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt came to speak on 
campus during that year and took time to visit him in his home before boarding 
her train to Dallas. 

J. D. Sandefer was always vocal in his praise for faculty members, 
cultivating friendships with many and loyalty from all. He rarely had a signed 
contract with faculty members, but the great majority stayed to teach for many 
years. One year before he died, he wrote concerning faculty: "These long years 
of sacrifice . . . have made possible what we have here in physical assets, 
in scholastic rating, and in denominational and Biblical integrity."44 Less than 
a week before his death, J. D. Sandefer called members of his family to his 
bedside and told them that they had been a blessing to him. He asked that 
if he had ever said or done anything to hurt any person or any one of them, 
he wanted them to know that he was sorry; no one else was to blame. He 
commented, also, on the loyalty and devotion of the faculty as if they were 
part of his extended family. 

A member of the Cowboy Band played taps to announce his death at 
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sunset on Good Friday, March 22,1940. His body lay in the University chapel 
attended by a student honor guard. Tributes were brought by the president 
of the student body, T. W. "Jack" Dean; the faculty representative, Dean L. 
Q. Campbell; Tom K. Eplen, an Abilene attorney speaking for alumni and 
ex-students; and C. M. Caldwell representing the trustees. Members of the 
student body sang several selections, and Rupert N. Richardson, who presided, 
closed the service with President Sandefer's favorite passage of scripture, 
Proverbs 22:1: "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches and 
loving favor rather than silver and gold," followed by a prayer by H. A. Moore, 
head of the Bible Department. 

The funeral was conducted Sunday afternoon by Dr. Millard A. Jenkins, 
pastor of First Baptist Church and the Sandefers' pastor for many years. Many 
speakers brought tributes again at this service.45 

Sir Christopher Wren is buried in London's St. Paul's Cathedral, which 
he designed. On his tombstone is the inscription: "If you would see the man's 
monument, look around." This inscription has been paraphrased on the 
gravestone of Dr. J. D. Sandefer, which stands in the ivy triangle at the center 
of campus. Sandefer attempted many great things and accomplished most 
of them, including the erection of many of the campus buildings of that day. 
More importantly, his influence was vivid in the memories of the many ex- 
students and faculty who were at Hardin-Simmons during his administration 
from 1909 through 1940, and it is still impressive to this day. 

Lucile Sandefer died on September 26, 1950. Friends suggested that 
memorials be made to the beautification of the campus, since that had been 
one of her life-long interests. A "resident" college has many of the characteristics 
of a large family. The love Mrs. Sandefer demonstrated was reflected by love 
that hundreds who were connected to the school returned to this lady whose 
influence equalled that of her husband. 

The Sandefer influence extended past that of Dr. Sandefer. J. D. Sandefer, 
Jr. ("Jake"), elder son of the Sandefer family, became important to the school 
his father had administered. In the midst of his studies at Simmons, he left 
to serve with the U. S. Army as a second lieutenant during World War I. 
He returned after the war, graduated, and began graduate work at Yale 
University. 

During a summer vacation in 1920, he got a job with the Walker-Caldwell 
Oil Producing Company in Breckenridge at a time when much activity was 
going on in oil drilling. He stayed, met and married Carrie Lynn Bates in 
1921, and worked in the oil field until 1928, part of the time as general manager 
of the company. He then struck out on his own as an independent producer, 
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which he remained for the rest of his life.46 At church, he conducted the 
"Roughneck Bible Class" for many years. He helped form the West Texas Oil 
and Gas Association in 1933 and was named its first president. To this day, 
this association represents all oil and gas producers from thirty-five counties 
plus membership far beyond the Big Country, and headquarters in Abilene. 
He also founded the National Stripper Well Association for small-quantity 
well producers, a group which continues to be headquartered in Abilene. 

In 1945, he was awarded the John J. Keeter Award from Hardin-Simmons 
as he had been an exceptional member of the Board of Trustees as well as 
its president. He contributed hundreds of hours of time as well as money. 
He was instrumental, for instance, in bringing Sam Baugh to coach football, 
which gave HSU some exceptional years of athletic victories.47 His children 
are J. D. Sandefer, III, "Jakie," of Houston; Marilyn (Mrs. William Arnot) of 
Breckenridge; and Patricia (Mrs. J. K. "Buck" Ridley) of Abilene, all of whom 
have supported the school all their lives. 

The administration of Jefferson Davis Sandefer was the longest presidential 
term in the history of the school. It allowed a stability which carried through 
the first World War, the lethal epidemic of influenza, and an economic 
depression which lasted an entire decade. How were faculty to be hired, salaries 
to be paid, curriculum kept up to standard, a relatively normal campus life 
maintained, and Christian principles to be followed so that the integrated 
Christian life could be lived out in front of some of the students to whom 
Jesus Christ was merely a historical personage? This was the original mission 
of the school, and the challenge was answered because many people con- 
tributed their best efforts, and supported the president and one another under 
particularly difficult circumstances. Loyalty to the University may have reached 
its zenith during these years. 
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iriends of the school, the president, and 
his loyal faculty managed not only to maintain what had already been 
accomplished, but also to improve the school greatly. The faculty pressed 
for higher academic standards for incoming students, and a growing percent- 
age of faculty worked to attain master's and doctoral degrees. The development 
of superior curricula and programs continued to be stressed during each 
presidency to enhance the image of the school to the present day, and President 
Sandefer was one of the more successful in this facet of administration. 

CURRICULUM 

The first important changes in the undergraduate college curriculum 
during the administration of Sandefer were made at the beginning of the school 
year 1911-12. The school session was divided into three terms of twelve weeks. 
Each term had formerly consisted of two eighteen-week semesters. A single 
college course was defined as five hours of work each week in one subject 
per term. A total of thirty-six courses and a thesis were required for graduation. 
By taking three courses at a time, or fifteen recitation hours per week, a student 
could complete the work in four years. Lectures, followed by the reciting 
of work completed by students, were classified as recitation hours as opposed 
to practical work in the laboratories. The courses formed four curricula which 
led to an A. B. Philosophical degree, an A. B. Classical degree, an A. B. Scientific 
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degree, or an A. B. Modern Language degree.1 An explanation of the course 
numbering in the catalogue shows "The first digit indicated the class (freshman, 
sophomore, junior, senior), the second digit indicated the order in which 
the course should generally be pursued, the third digit indicated the number 
of semester hours."2 The first mention of a grading system similar to that which 
is used now is in the 1916-17 Catalogue: A = 90-100, B = 80-90, C = 70- 
80, D = 60-70 (passing), F = failure, 59 and below.3 

In 1919, the degree requirements changed. A common core of twenty 
courses was declared mandatory for all students. After completing these 
courses, a student could choose a major and minor from Social Sciences, 
Foreign Languages, English, Science, and Mathematics. The Bachelor of Arts 
degree ceased to be designated as Classical, Scientific, Modern Language, or 
Philosophical.4 

A student was required to do two-thirds of the major work instead of 
only a majority of work in residence. For the first time course numbers such 
as History III were used instead of History A or B. By 1925, there was a choice 
of three college curricula depending on the emphasis—the Literary Arts, the 
Bible, and the Fine Arts.5 Course work gradually grew until it included the 
fields of History, Sociology, Natural Sciences, Business, Languages, Home 
Economics, Bible, Mathematics, Art, Physical Education, Nursing, Speech, 
and Teacher Education methods classes. Surprisingly, there were several major 
fields in which one could obtain a degree without taking a single course in 
history. 

During the thirties, Journalism offered a course called "The Country 
Newspaper," which focused on the needs and interests of the people living 
in small towns in Texas. This course was dropped later when the majority 
of students came from urban settings. Along with courses directly related to 
the Bible, there were courses in Religious Education including Organization 
and Administration of Churches, Methods of Teaching Religion, Story Telling 
and Church Efficiency, and Methods of Operating a Church, as well as the 
courses typically offered today. Chapel assemblies were reduced from daily 
meetings to five meetings per week, and the Bible was read at every chapel 
as J. B. Simmons, one of the founders, had requested, since "the study of 
the Bible is better than study about the Bible."6 

A new era in Biblical studies for lay people began when William Francis 
Fry arrived in 1909 and devoted his next twenty-one years to the college. 
A course in Bible was required of all senior Academy students and freshmen 
college students.7 The 1912-13 catalogue lists courses in the management, 
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teaching, history, and psychology of the Sunday School. After a few years 
"Sunday School Work" was given the more sophisticated title "Religious 
Education."8 

Effective, dedicated faculty and programs became a hallmark of the 
University. Several of the best faculty members were in religious studies. E. 
B. Atwood, Th.D., was president of Wayland Baptist College in Plainview 
before coming to head the Bible department in 1925. His influence is seen 
in the broadening of courses to include nine courses in Religious Education, 
and the department name changed to Bible and Religious Education. Atwood 
retired in 1950 after being in the classroom a total of thirty-three years, twenty- 
five of them at HSU. He died in 1957, leaving a bequest of $10,000 from 
his estate to establish a memorial scholarship for student tuition in honor 
of his wife, Mabel (Bagby) Atwood, who predeceased him. He had taught 
over five thousand students. The couple's two sons became highly successful 
in their fields. Dr. E. Bagby Atwood, a 1926 Simmons graduate and a Fulbright 
scholar, was a professor of English at the University of Texas at the time of 
his father's death. J. Leland Atwood, also a 1926 HSU graduate, was president 
of North American Aviation, Inc., of Inglewood, California. 

In 1927, W. T. Walton began to teach in the department, and, although 
he left in 1931, he returned in 1941 and continued to teach in the Bible 
and Philosophy areas until he retired in 1968. "Dean" Walton was also Vice 
President of the University and was named Vice President Emeritus upon 
his retirement. His reputation for caring for and about everyone who was 
associated with the University has become legendary. 

N. A. Moore came to Simmons College in 1931 after having received 
his Th.D. degree from SWBTS in 1923; and Sam Malone, B. A. class of '21 
and Th.M. degree from SWBTS in 1923, taught for several years in the 1930s. 
Mrs. Helen Dow Baker, Professor of Latin and Greek, taught first-year Greek 
for several years.9 

Mr. and Mrs. Hart Phillips of Big Spring, Texas, made a gift of $14,000 
in 1935 as the basis of a memorial endowment fund for the Bible department, 
in following years, the family added moneys to this fund and, in 1976, Lindell 
O. Harris was the first professor elected to the Phillips Chair of the English 
Bible.10 

The program in professional teacher education had five faculty members 
as well. Ethel Louise Hatchett, B.A. Simmons College and M.A., Columbia 
University, was a very significant member of the Education Department. She 
began teaching in 1926, and remained at HSU until her retirement in 1963. 
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Miss Hatchett endowed a scholarship in honor of her parents, to be awarded 
to a student majoring in Education. 

Robert A. Collins, born in Marble Falls, Texas in 1891, received a B.A. 
at Simmons in 1912, and did graduate work at several universities while serving 
as principal and superintendent of schools in several parts of Texas. Armed 
with a Ph.D. from the University of Texas in 1935, he became a Professor 
of Education, next the Dean of Students, then Dean of the University from 
1935-61, and continued teaching on a part-time basis until 1964. He was 
a speaker for student, church, and civic groups throughout West Texas. He 
held memberships in many of these clubs as well as a life membership 
beginning in 1928 in the Texas State Teachers Association. Dr. Collins died 
in 1971 after giving his life to teaching.11 

Standards for teaching at elementary and high school levels were gradually 
being raised from the era when anyone who had completed two or three years 
of high school was qualified to teach. The first time student teaching was 
required in Texas was in 1921.12 By the time the 1932-33 Simmons College 
Bulletin was published, the paths to State Teaching Certificates had multiplied. 
For a few years, eight different certificates could be earned by accumulating 
differing amounts of college work. These certificates validated differing levels 
of teaching and for differing lengths of time ranging from two years to a 
permanent high school teacher's lifetime certificate.13 The standards for cer- 
tification changed several times more, and varied from state to state.14 

The Simmons University Training School began in 1936 to give teachers 
practice in teaching under supervision. Previously, no part of the college 
curriculum included practice teaching in either city or rural elementary schools 
before graduation. The program was organized under the School of Education 
on a tutorship plan so that grade school students could enroll and obtain 
the necessary credits for entrance to the University while being taught by 
senior college students. Work equalling the last two years of a standard high 
school was offered, and students were allowed to progress at their own rates 
of achievement under the supervision of regular faculty.15 

Evening and Saturday courses were offered at the college level as were 
correspondence-study courses. Students were expected to complete a course 
within no more than one year, although the course was set up to be completed 
within ten weeks. Since the thrust was toward working people, including 
those in full-time teaching, no more than two courses could be taken at one 
time. 

The Music program, one of the greatest strengths of the University, came 
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into its own at this time. Miss Carolyn Williams, a violin teacher, introduced 
mandolin lessons to the curriculum in 1910.16 Professor C. H. Lewis had 
returned to Abilene in 1909, and the Baptist Church asked his advice in the 
purchase of a two-manual organ. By December of 1910, the organ was installed, 
and Professor Lewis gave a Christmas recital to dedicate the new instrument. 
Lewis contributed much to school, church, and community of Abilene in- 
cluding the installation of his own organ for use in the Main (and only) Building 
at the college, but gave his last recital in 1913 before retiring that year due 
to poor health.17 By that time, the music faculty numbered five. Although 
the school enrolled under two hundred pupils each year for the first ten years 
of its history, and less than five hundred for several more years, the strong 
emphasis in music is exemplified in the annual yearbook photographs of male 
quartets, men's and women's choral groups, the twenty-member college 
orchestra, the band, violin and mandolin clubs, and the Symphony Wind 
Quartet. 

In the fall of 1914, Stiles R. Anderson became head of the Music 
Department because of his excellent training and experience and abilities as 
an accomplished pianist and organist. Beulah Burkett, a student graduating 
in 1912, composed a Simmons "Purple and Gold" song which might have 
become the school anthem,18 had not Jesse W. Hodges, a student of the class 
of 1917, written some words and music about the school and took them to 
Professor Anderson to get help with the harmonic composition of the music. 
"Hardin-Simmons, Hail to Thee" was the result and became the anthem for 
the school. The anthem was first presented when the class of 1917 sang it 
as they paraded down the aisles of First Baptist Church one June morning. 
Graduation was held in the church so that the students could march to the 
strains of the magnificent organ played by Professor Anderson. The words 
and music were so well received that no words have been changed in the 
more than seventy years the anthem has been sung at all school assemblies.19 

In 1915, the senior class presented a $1050 Ivers and Pond concert grand 
piano to the faculty and trustees to be placed in the chapel-auditorium.20 

All music classes were held in an old wooden building that stood on 
the present site of Caldwell Hall. Students continued to study piano, voice, 
and strings. Emphasis was added in ensemble areas—these smaller groups 
coming from the orchestra, band, and large choral groups. One day a young 
female piano student began her afternoon lesson there and "found the ivories 
quite heavy and unresponsive. She called in a teacher to help locate the cause 
of such a poor keyboard action. Both were horrified when they took a peek 
inside the piano to find a snake."21 



79 Sandefer's Administration: 1909-1940 

During these years faculty recitals, student recitals, and student perfor- 
mances in Chapel were publicized so that community people might attend— 
as they continue to be. During World War 1 years, students gained a new 
awareness of other countries. A group was organized titled "Sangverein" ("Song 
Club"), for instance, for the purpose of singing German part-songs. A highlight 
of 1917 was the return of Miss Lillian Eubank, an opera singer of repute, 
to her native Abilene where she gave a concert at Simmons to which the public 
was invited. Her accompanist was faculty member, Kathleen Morris. 

Students enjoyed the Lyceum Course, a series of five or six annual concerts 
given by artists under contract from all over the world. Because artists traveled 
across the country by car or train, they could stop at a small community 
overnight, en route to larger centers, for a far more manageable fee than 
nowadays. Lecturers came as well as singers, ensemble groups, and instru- 
mentalists. 

The coming of Mme. Schumann-Heink, contralto, in May of 1920 was 
a highlight.22 One of Dean Truett Walton's favorite stories was about that 
evening in the Simmons Chapel-Auditorium. When interviewed seventy years 
later concerning the concert, he mentioned that the weather was hot and the 
auditorium filled to capacity. During the performance, a child near the front 
of the hall began to cry and Mme. Schumann-Heink left the stage. People 
were concerned that she might be upset by the disturbance, but she returned 
with a glass of water which she handed down to the child's mother. "1, too, 
am a Mutter," said she, and continued her performance.23 She returned to 
perform in Abilene in 1923 and again in 1929, using the First Baptist Church 
since it had the largest auditorium in the city at the time, and an appreciative 
audience filled the sanctuary to capacity. Ignace Jan Paderewski, a pianist 
of world renown, performed in the church auditorium in 1924 and again 
in 1931, although he gave no interviews nor would he allow radio broadcasts, 
since he was contracted under the Victor Recording Company.24 The name 
of Paderewski was a household word even for many years after his death. 

In 1927, the Artist Course, which had formerly been organized by an 
already busy faculty committee, was placed under the direction of Gilbert 
B. Sandefer, son of President Sandefer, who had also been managing the 
Cowboy Band. "Gib" Sandefer brought some of the best presentations during 
the depression years, when artists were grateful to receive a percentage "of 
the house," rather than the more typical guarantee of a certain fee.25 By this 
time the artists performed in the new auditorium behind the old science- 
administration building: 
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The walls were exposed brick, and the wood floors were set on a good 
incline that assisted in a good line ofvision, except for the intermittent 
steel columns supporting the roof which blocked the view of some 
seats. The remarkable feature of the building was its excellent acoustics. 
After Galli-Curci sang there, she was reported to have complimented 
the sound, which no doubt, affected any inclination to complete the 
structure for many years.26 

The well-knownjohn Philip Sousa's band, flutist Ewald Haun, Paul Whiteman's 
Orchestra, pianist Mischa Levitski, and tenor John McCormack were among 
those Gib Sandefer enticed to West Texas in the late 70s and '30s. The most 
renowned visitor was composer and pianist Sergei Rachmaninoff.27 

In 1927, Irl Leslie Allison became Chairman of Music. Allison was born 
in 1896 in Warren, Texas, and was educated at Bryan Baptist Academy and 
Baylor University, majoring in Mathematics, with minors in Music and English. 
After some graduate work in English and a brief stint of teaching in high 
school, he had a summer's study under Percy Grainger at the Chicago Musical 
College. He then held several appointments teaching music, he continued 
to study music, he wrote a novel entitled Through the Years, and after moving 
to Abilene, he wrote a series of articles entitled "Miniatures of the Mighty," 
which appeared in the local Sunday newspapers. Soon after he began teaching 
at Simmons, he began a Junior Piano School to stimulate larger enrollment 
of young students. When he became Dean of Fine Arts, he made application 
for Simmons College to gain membership in the National Association of 
Schools of Music, and membership was granted on May 30, 1930—a great 
accomplishment. 

Dean Allison and others triggered a surge in student interest and 
achievement during the Depression. He increased the number of formal and 
informal opportunities for performance and sent students of piano and voice 
to contest in the Texas Federation of Music Clubs each spring. He made out 
class plans for each level of study as goals for each semester, and expected 
teachers and students to follow them. A student told of being in chapel one 
day when another student was doing a spoof of the demanding professor 
while Allison was watching. The next thing the audience knew, Allison was 
being carried out in a dead faint! Or so they thought. As he was "reviving," 
he said, "I couldn't stand to see the way in which I was viewed by my students."28 

The school now owned approximately eighteen pianos, including 
two grand pianos. Allison, with Lyda Gresham, directed the first massed piano 
conceit on May 20, 1929. Eighteen pianos were used and forty-eight pianists 
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performed. The concert was so successful that, in 1930, a "Twenty Piano 
Concert" was given using one hundred players, and still another concert was 
given in 1931 before an audience numbering 1,500. By this time, the Depression 
so influenced Abilene that it was not possible to produce such a flamboyant 
evening again. 

For many years the British Royal Conservatory of Music had provided 
for British students, and later for Canadian students, a systemized program 
of piano exercises for technique and selections of differing levels of difficulty. 
Examinations were administered twice annually with rigorously controlled 
standards from grades one through ten. In the United States, however, piano 
teachers made up their individual programs of study, so demands upon their 
pupils varied enormously. That was true, at least, until Irl Allison conceived 
a similar idea to the British, an idea born out of the necessity to stimulate 
students to continue to be interested in pursuing music studies during the 
Depression. He announced a tournament in 1929 at which piano pupils would 
be judged according to the attainment of standards set by the judges, rather 
than competing against one another. Forty-six students competed that first 
year. Only four years later, over four hundred competed. John Thompson, 
who compiled such a popular teaching series that it was a standard teaching 
aid for fifty years, was the judge for the 1931 and 1932 tournaments. He 
urged Dean Allison to consider expanding the ideas of standardization and 
annual competitions in other areas of the country. In 1934, Allison resigned 
from Simmons and spent the next eight years promoting what eventually was 
called The National Guild of Piano Teachers.29 

There was an anecdote repeated all across campus which proved the 
reputation of Dean Allison's systemized plan of study: "After he had proved 
the value of the plan for his own class, he had a rather startling confirmation 
from a rancher who brought his daughter to be enrolled, desiring that she 
study at Simmons. He said, 'I don't know this classical music, but I know 
my girl don't know nothin. She ain't had no Bach.'"30 

The first Van Cliburn International Quadrennial Competition was begun 
by Professor Irl Allison. After agreeing in 1958 to lend his name for an 
international piano competition, Van Cliburn came to the first one held in 
Fort Worth in 1962, and supported it with his time, money, and expertise 
in helping prepare the repertoire for the contestants. Competitors from around 
the world came to contest for the $10,000 prize awarded by the Guild.31 The 
contest is still held every four years, and Cliburn remains involved. Irl Allison 
died in 1979 at the age of eighty-three. The national music program continues 
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to benefit in part because of the great legacy left by this one man.32 A plaque 
commemorating Allison's work was unveiled at the University's Centennial 
Celebration. Van Cliburn agreed to appear at the unveiling. 

In May of 1930, Joseph Evans was employed to teach piano. The next 
spring, Christian Thaulow joined as professor of violin. A graduate of the 
Paris Conservatoire, he later studied in St. Petersburg, Russia, under Leopold 
Auer, who was also teaching at the time Heifetz, the violinist who would gain 
worldwide reputation. Thaulow had performed in many European countries 
before coming to America, where he began with the New York Philharmonic 
Orchestra and with the staff orchestra of NBC. He was musical director with 
a touring company when it disbanded in Dallas in 1929 because of the 
Depression. He was employed by Simmons College, and offered himself as 
conductor of a new community musical group titled the Abilene Orchestra 
and Oratorio Society. Under Thaulow's leadership, Abilene enjoyed some fine 
programs, including the Messiah. Fritz Kreizler, another celebrated violinist, 
gave a concert in Abilene in 1933 as one of the guests of the Simmons Artist 
Course and kindly coached Thaulow in the Brahms' Concerto during his brief 
visit. The school enjoyed the talent of Thaulow for over three years, at which 
time he left to become conductor of the Amarillo Symphony.33 

The college faculty continued to produce good music. Under Professor 
William James Work, the University Choral Club gave programs in churches 
in town and in surrounding centers. Operettas, a popular choice of the time, 
were performed, including Gilbert and Sullivan's Mikado under the direction 
of Professor Clyde J. Garrett. He had studied at Simmons, at Baylor, and at 
the Chicago Conservatory where he received a Bachelor of Music degree in 
1929. In the summer of 1934, President Sandefer had to find new faculty 
members for all music positions as well as to encourage the revamping of 
various areas of study,34 since it happened that all the music faculty left after 
the spring term, primarily to find work which could offer better remuneration 
during this most difficult of economic times. 

Under the acting chairmanship of Professor Garrett, the music area was 
titled in the Catalogue of 1934-35 as "School of Music and Allied Arts," which 
included the Art Department under Miss A. M. Carpenter. The allied arts 
of Speech and Drama were entered, however, elsewhere in the Catalogue. 
In 1935, also, the new faculty suffered a setback when the music school was 
put on probation by the National Association of Schools of Music, but advances 
in theory and in performance skills afforded reinstatement just two years later 

E. Edwin Young was made the new dean of the School of Music in 1934 35 
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Sandefer was grateful to find a man so well trained who had not only traveled 
and worked with the internationally known evangelist, Gipsy Smith, but had 
edited six hymnals and recorded for Columbia Records in London for several 
years. Young remained at the school for twenty years. Along with his multiple 
administrative duties, he performed nineteen annual piano concerts, showing 
students by example the importance of continuing to perform. Young retired 
in 1956, and continued to reside in Abilene. 

The Hardin-Simmons University Chorus included the training of students 
who were not music majors as well as those who were majoring in music. 
According to the Catalogue, "Cantatas and oratorios in concert and dramatized 
from twilight musicals, light opera, student music theatricals" and other 
contributions to student life were included in the activities of the University 
Chorus.36 A series of annual West Texas Choral and Voice Contests was held 
from 1935 until 1942.37 

Many students who attended the University in this era made significant 
contributions later to their chosen field of music. Some became professors 
at HSU and at other schools. Raymond T. Bynum, who began the first marching 
band in Texas and spent his life in the music department of Abilene High 
School; Edna Marie Jones; Euell Porter, who began an excellent choral program 
before becoming the choral director at Baylor; and Marion McClure were a 
few. Josephine Gresham not only performed but also became a patron of the 
arts. Gideon Waldrop, brother of Abilenian Sam Waldrop, became a composer 
and dean of the Julliard School of Music in New York City. The Music Library, 
begun in 1974, was provided by the family of Ouida Shepherd Smith, a former 
student. 

In 1935, Thurman Morrison became a student assistant in piano and 
theory, and earned a B.Mus. in 1937; "Thus began one of the longest terms 
of ... service to Hardin-Simmons University and one of the University's most 
distinguished careers in teaching musical performance, music history, bib- 
liography, and in scholarly writing devoted almost exclusively to the history 
of American music."38 Morrison pursued postgraduate study at the American 
Conservatory in Chicago in the summers of 1938 and 1940. He earned a 
M.Mus. degree from the University of Texas in 1947, studied at the University 
of Southern California from 1951 to 1953, and at Indiana University in 1958 
while serving as Professor of Piano and Music History at HSU. 

Included in Morrison's publications are Music at Simmons, the First 
Fifty Years. 1892-1942, An Outline of Musical Style Analysis, co-authored 
with Macon Sumerlin, and "Music in Abilene in the 1880s"—a series of articles 
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for the Abilene Reporter-News in 19 7 5.39 Morrison served as organist in various 
churches and as pianist with the Abilene Philharmonic Orchestra, which he 
helped organize. Among many honors, Thurman Morrison was awarded the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Music from the University in 1976.40 

By the late thirties, a new local Civic Music Association brought great 
musicians to town, and the University felt the city's competition by the 
decreased attendance at its Artist Course series. Gib Sandefer, manager of 
the Lyceum series, helped change this by bringing speakers such as Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, the famous violinist Rubinoff, the Vienna Boys' Choir, the 
Don Cossack Chorus, the Salzburg Opera Guild, ballet groups, and other 
such performances to the University. By the fifties, Abilene Christian College, 
McMurry College, Hardin-Simmons University and civic organizations all 
offered cultural events for students and for the public. The total population 
of Abilene was still small, so these groups competed for audiences and dollars. 
The result was a rich cultural menu for those attending, but a struggle for 
organizers and fundraisers, a situation which continues to this day. 

Herbert M. Preston had been invited to teach earlier in the summer of 
1934. With an A.B. and a B.Mus. from Baylor University plus years of study 
in Chicago, he first accepted a teaching position in Chicago at the high school 
level. He moved from Chicago to teach Violin, Music Education, and Theory 
at Simmons, and within a year put forward the "Purple and Gold String 
Ensemble" to appear wherever invited. By 1936, the strings were combined 
with winds and percussion to form an orchestra. When Gideon Waldrop 
brought his Baylor University Symphony Orchestra to perform in Abilene, 
he applauded the work done by Preston in fostering the orchestral movement 
both at the college level and in West Texas. 

Many members of the orchestras of 1940 and 1942 became college faculty: 
W. R. Boehle, Bryce Jordan, S. E. Boyd Smith, Macon Sumerlin, Dexter Riddle, 
and Thurman Morrison. Evelyn Edmonds, B. Mus. 1940, M. Mus. 1957, 
remained at HSU from 1947 to 1982—a dedicated teaching career of thirty- 
five years in piano and music education. Many others through the years joined 
symphony orchestras in other cities or became solo performers or church- 
related musicians.41 A significant indication of the importance placed on music 
in the late teens and early twenties is the twenty pages of course offerings 
in each Catalogue of those years. 

In addition to music, art received much attention in the Sandefer years. 
Miss A.-M. Carpenter received a diploma in Art at Hardin College,42 and then 
graduated in 1918 from the Art Institute of Chicago. She pursued special 
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studies in New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles before coming to Simmons 
in 1922 to become the art instructor. In the spring of 1928, A. M. Carpenter 
collaborated with the music faculty to present the First Annual Music and 
Allied Arts Festival of the Conservatory of Fine Arts.43 Art pieces were often 
displayed on stage during solo recitals to add interest for the audience, and 
to show the work of art students. Miss Carpenter often supervised the set- 
making for drama productions. She was also keenly interested in international 
students and helped to sponsor Baptist Student Union (BSU) groups. She 
was listed in "Who's Who in America" because of her art and multiple 
contributions over a thirty-two year teaching career. Professor Carpenter 
retired in 1958. 

Courses in Art slowly changed but continued to be indicative of the era; 
Cartooning, Basketry, Window Decoration, and even a Lecturer's Illustration 
("Chalk Talk") course were offered along with those which would normally 
be considered core courses.44 

Miss Suella Lacy became assistant in Art in 1922, taught in the department 
for forty-seven years, and headed the department for two of those years. 
Generations of students remember her instruction appreciatively. She died 
in Abilene in 1989 at the age of ninety-one. 

There were normally only one or two full-time faculty members in the 
department, but it was usual for the department to invite artists from the 
city to teach part-time. One of the more unusual personalities who came to 
Abilene was Peter Plotkin, a Russian-American portrait and figure painter. 
Plotkin received a Ph.D. from the Royal Academy of Petrograd in 1903, but 
was driven from Russia because of his opposition to the first Communist 
government. By the time he arrived in 1927, he was already internationally 
known for his 1921 painting titled "Never Alone," which pictured an American 
soldier lying dead while a halo of light showed Christ hovering nearby. The 
painting was exhibited at the National Convention of the American Legion 
in 1921. Plotkin exhibited this painting in Abilene, along with several other 
very large canvasses of historical and religious subjects. He taught courses 
in painting and portraiture for one year, 1929-30, at Simmons College and 
did a large portrait of President J. D. Sandefer. Two or three of his paintings 
are on display at McMurry University and Abilene High School.45 

The literary societies had assumed most of the responsibility for public 
drama presentations until the Simmons Dramatic Club presented three 
performances in 1909-10: "Six to One," a farce; scenes from "A Midsummer's 
Night's Dream"; and "As You Like It," the latter being performed at the Lyceum 
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Opera House during the summer.46 The drama club included faculty who 
helped or acted in the plays. Professors in the English department often 
involved themselves in the literary societies. In 1911, the English department 
added a course entitled English H - Argumentation, as a part of its regular 
curriculum.47 In 1922, Miss Olivia Hobgood arrived to lead the Speech and 
Drama department and directed three major productions her first year: "The 
Adventures of Grandpa," "Selections from Shakespeare," and "Hamlet's Brides." 
The Dramatic Club voted to change its name to University Players in the fall 
of 1925. 

The years between 1900 and 1925 saw very strong student participation 
in speech oriented extra-curricular activities. One former president of the 
school, Rupert N. Richardson, related: "It was in this era that the Literary 
"S" was authorized as a standard token of the achievement in contests other 
than athletics."48 A debate team from as far away as Mississippi College in 
Clinton, Mississippi, visited Abilene in 1912. "Resolved, That the Present Moral 
Condition of our People in Public and Private Life Is a Menace to Free 
Institutions" was the debate title, according to the local newspaper, but the 
winner was not recorded.49 Moral standards were evidently problematical even 
then. The art of debate continued strongly into the twenties. Inter-class debate 
contests were as fierce as contests between schools. 

Debate topics paralleled contemporary topics of general interest to 
society; during the war, the subjects were connected with America's involve- 
ment, and between the wars subjects ranged from current events to subjects 
of cultural interest. A sampling from 1913 include these: "Resolved, That the 
United States Should Open the Panama Canal as an International Highway, 
Without Showing Preferential Treatment to Her Own Citizens," and in 1919: 
"Resolved, That the Institutions of Higher Learning in Texas Should Be Unified 
in Control and Supported by Constitutional Tax, Present Permanent Sources 
of Support Being Continued."50 The Junior-Senior Class Debate in 1928 was 
on the subject, "Resolved, That the Entrance of Women Into the Industrial 
World Is a Detriment to Society." Juniors, Negative: Seniors, Affirmative. 
Decision for the Negative. As was the rule at the time, all competitors in these 
debates were males, even though this particular subject was of prime interest 
to women.51 W. A. Stephenson, Truett Walton, Zollie Steakley, George Mahon, 
Truett Compere, T. N. Carswell, Otto Watts, H. E. Campbell, Alton Chapman, 
and Lawrence Fitzgerald were among the notable male debaters 

By the twenties, many women across the country were finally entering 
the official debating contests between schools. The Women's Oratorical and 
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Debating Association was formed at Simmons during the winter term of 1923 
and was designed to correspond to the longstanding Men's Oratorical and 
Debating Council. Women had to "try out" for membership. There were six 
charter members that year, and the next year the young women participated 
in three intercollegiate debates. The women continued to make a good 
showing, and a few found platforms of leadership which required this skill 
in oratory and debate after they graduated. Another seventy years would pass 
before society would encourage as many women as men to speak before large 
public audiences. 

A member of one of the men's debate teams and an original member 
of the Cowboy Band was Wiley Aubrey Stephenson, who was associated with 
the college for thirty years. Stephenson graduated from Simmons in 1923, 
pursued an M.A. degree from George Washington University in Washington, 
D.C., and then studied three years at the University of Texas towards his Ph.D. 
degree. For twenty-five years beginning in 1926, he was debate coach. He 
taught Political Science and became the Assistant Dean of the University in 
1940, helping in the difficult administrative decisions which were made 
throughout and immediately following the war years. He was so regarded 
as to be commemorated in 1960 in an official resolution adopted by the faculty 
after his death. A humble and modest man, the resolution referred to him 
as a "hero of the highest order and one of the most loyal men on faculty."52 

By 1925-26, a student could graduate with a major in Speech.53 The 
textbooks by S. S. Curry had been the standard texts for many years: Spoken 
English. Foundation for Vocal Expression. Imagination and Dramatic 
Instinct. Little Classics, and Browning and the Dramatic Monologue. In 
1927, the department was referred to as the Department of Speech Arts.54 

Willie Ray McDonald came in 1928 to share teaching responsibilities with 
Miss Hobgood, marking the first time more than one faculty member had 
been hired to teach the Speech curriculum. 

Herschel Schooley, graduate of the University of Missouri, came to HSU 
to teach journalism and to work as sports director in 1937. He was at school 
at the time when he could write about "Bulldog" Turner, "Doc" Mobley, and 
many of the other sports "Greats." When World War II began, he got 
assignment after assignment until he finished as director of information for 
the Defense Department, and later did the same job for the Department of 
the Interior. 

Courses in English have been mandatory since the inception of the school, 
but the number of compulsory courses depended on what degree the student 
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was aiming for. In the academic year 1911-12, a course was formally offered 
in public speaking and oratory in the English department. Two years later, 
Practical Elements of Rhetoric was added as well as a course in journalism. 
When Lucien Campbell came to the English Department in 1917, he began 
the study of English Drama and eventually offered three courses including 
"modern" drama (English K). In 1920, the major and minor system of courses 
was   installed.55 

American literature was recognized for the first time as worthy of study 
when in 1920 Professor William D. Bond offered American Poetry and Prose— 
a survey course, and The Chief American Poets. He also included a course 
in the Bible as Literature in 1921. Bond was a professor of English, but his 
interest in angling was contagious to students, who finally convinced him 
to offer a course in angling at Simmons. Many professors gain a community 
reputation through abilities they have apart from teaching. "Prof Bond had 
graduated from Simmons in 1917, and earned an M.A. in 1925 from the 
University of Texas. He published a weekly column in the local newspaper 
for many years; "Hook, Line and "56 was enjoyed by hundreds of sportsmen. 
Bond had a radio program for several years on the "World of the Great 
Outdoors," and, in the early fifties, he had a weekly television program on 
hunting and fishing. 

In 1986, "Prof Bond's sister-in-law, Mrs. Hollis R. Bond of Floydada, 
Texas, willed nearly $1,000,000 to HSU. At the time she died in 1990, 
$750,000 was forwarded to establish the W. D. and Hollis R. Bond Chair 
of English as a memorial to honor her husband and Professor Bond. A second 
endowed fund was given for missions in memory of Mrs. W. D. Bond, and 
an endowed scholarship fund for philosophy students was contributed in 
honor of Truett W. Walton, Vice President Emeritus.57 

Religious Poetry was offered in 1922-23.58 Old English was taught in 
1921, and Middle English began to be taught in 1923. By then, requirements 
were raised in English and those majoring in the subject took eight semester- 
long courses, five for a minor concentration. These requirements were equiva- 
lent to twenty-four hours or fifteen hours, concentrations in 1990. 

By 1928, graduate courses were offered and by that year also, the State 
Department of Education in Austin made a rule requiring methods courses 
for permanent high school teaching certificates. To meet one of the require- 
ments, a course in the Teaching of English in High Schools was added to 
the English program.59 A preliminary test to determine ability in English 
composition and grammar was given for the first time that year, and those 
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who did not pass were required to take a non-credit course. Because many 
of the incoming freshmen were still arriving from non-accredited high schools, 
that first year had as many as seventy-five students enrolled in the non-credit 
course.60 Graduate students in English were required to write a thesis. 

This fall semester of 1928 was a landmark time for another reason. The 
University of Texas changed its curriculum from a four-quarter year to the 
semester plan, and Simmons University followed the plan. Courses were cut 
from five-hours each week per quarter to three-hours each week for the 
duration of a single semester.61 

Irma Campbell, B.A. University of Oklahoma, taught in the English 
Department in the early twenties. She was the sister of Lucien Q. Campbell, 
who became Head of the English Department, and later served as Acting 
President of the school.62 

By the late thirties, Professors Bond, Irma Campbell, Eva Rudd, and Earl 
Harrison were offering British and American Contemporary Literature, 
Representative British and American Plays, Literary Criticism, and courses 
in Old English and Middle English.63 

Judge William H. Atwell began offering a gold medal in 1917 to be awarded 
as long as he lived for the best essay on the subject "Lights That Never Fail." 
He addressed members of the YMCA at a meeting on the campus to explain 
that truth, honor, and integrity of purpose were examples of these "lights."64 

Beginning in the 1960s, the Abilene Reporter-News took over the sponsoring 
of this award plus $50, offering it to the junior or senior English student 
writing the best essay.65 Students each year still compete to illustrate "Lights 
which never fail." 

Latin and Greek were taught for forty years by Mrs. Helen K. Dow Baker. 
Although she received an A.B. degree from Smith College, Northampton, 
Massachusetts, in 1907 and an M.A. from the University of Chicago in 1914, 
she was never promoted above assistant professor. Records are strangely 
lacking as to why most of the women in those years were never promoted 
to a full professorship while most men were promoted without a doctoral 
degree.66 / 

Professors Julius Olsen, Hiram R. Arrant, Otto Watts, and D. W. Arnette 
carried the teaching load for all the sciences during most of the Sandefer years. 
The faculty must have had premonitions about prohibition because in the 
1914 Catalogue a sentence indicated that alcoholism was a topic discussed 
under general Biology. In the 1932-33 Catalogue, a course titled "Infectious 
Diseases and Sanitation" was recommended for teachers in training. Since 
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penicillin was not discovered until 1940, it is understandable that people 
whose vocations involved working with children needed to emphasize good 
personal hygiene in the classroom and had to be able to recognize symptoms 
of common diseases in order to alert parents. There was another course titled 
"Sanitary Water Analysis: Advantage is taken of the fact that all analyses of 
water, milk, and other products of the City of Abilene are done in this 
laboratory."67 

Hiram R. Arrant, M.A. Vanderbilt University, became a professor of 
Chemistry in 1922 and taught generations of students over a forty-year career. 
Otto O. Watts, Ph.D. from Stanford University in 1932, began to teach at 
Simmons in 1920. He later headed the Division of Science until 1963. He 
held offices in numerous professional associations but felt special pleasure 
in his association with the HSU Chapter of Alpha Chi, the National Academic 
Honor Society. He also sponsored the Science Club. The members became 
so appreciative of their sponsor that they raised enough money to have his 
portrait painted in oils. 

D. W. Arnette, M.A. from Wake Forest University, was the first Biology 
teacher at Simmons College. He taught from 1914-1953, giving his entire 
professional life to HSU. He died in 1957. A scholarship was established in 
his memory in 1975 by his wife and son, to be used by students going into 
a Christian vocation ministry. Continuity in the Science Department was 
manifested in the longevity of these four men and their service to Simmons. 

Through the cooperation of HSU with the Federal Government, a course 
in Civil Aeronautics was offered through the years 1939-1942. The course 
in ground school instruction counted for four hours credit, provided the 
student passed his test in flying. The course could be used as an elective, 
or be substituted for certain of the Natural Sciences. 

Joseph Edward Burnam, B.A. from Simmons in 1913, taught Mathematics 
while pursuing an M.A. at the University of Texas (1920). He became Chairman 
of the Department in 1928. His two sons, Joseph Edwin and Paul Wayne,' 
graduated in 1934 from the University. He and his wife, Opha, sponsored 
the Senior Class about thirty times upon request of the students. "Prof Burnam 
retired in 1954 and died in Abilene in 1961. In 1969, family and friends 
established a Mathematics Award in honor of the Burnams. In the Burnam 
Mathematics Seminar Room in the Sid Richardson Science Center are photograph 
portraits of Professor and Mrs. Burnam, and information about the family. 

Dossie M. Wiggins, graduate of HSU, taught Mathematics beginning in 
1926 and received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1930. Wiggins married 
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Winnie Kinard in 1917. Mrs. Wiggins, B.A. 1929, taught first in several areas 
of the Training School and later at the college level. Dr. Wiggins became a 
dean of HSU, but resigned in 1936 to move to the Texas College of Mines 
in El Paso. In 1948, Wiggins was named President of Texas Tech University, 
a post he held until 1952. He became associated with Citizens National Bank 
in Lubbock, serving as its president in 1960-61. Wiggins remained interested 
in his alma mater in many ways including serving on the Board of Trustees. 
He died on September 2, 1978. 

Under the general heading of Business, a course in political science was 
added to history and economics in 1914. Economics was divided into three 
courses: Principles of Economics, Public Finance, and Railway Economics. 
One year later, the subject of Sociology was included in the department but 
in 1919, the social sciences were separated, and Economics and Sociology 
were listed together as a separate area. The Commercial Department enrollment 
was just beginning to burgeon, both in course offerings and in student 
enrollment. The next year prerequisites were included in the catalogue to 
ensure the proper sequencing of courses. 

O. E. Baker, M.A. from the University of Chicago in 1913, was Professor 
of Economics and Sociology. After a quarter of a century of distinguished 
service to Hardin-Simmons University as Chairman of the Department of 
Business and Economics, he retired in 1946.68 The name of the department 
was changed to Business Administration when marketing, advertising, math- 
ematical theory of investment, and business forecasting were added to the 
curriculum in 1925. A student could now pursue a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree. Two faculty members in Business and two in Eco- 
nomics provided instruction, and the department experienced little further 
change until 1938 when several new courses and two new degrees were added. 
The following year, Sociology and Economics were added to the business 
area and the department functioned until 1955 under that arrangement. 

H. D. Martin was the first full-time coach and physical education director 
hired by the school, and was an assistant professor in Mathematics. He came 
to HSU in 1912 from William Jewell College.69 Unfortunately for Simmons 
College, Martin left to coach high school sports in 1919, but he influenced 
generations of students across Texas during his coaching career. The sports 
of swimming, diving, boxing, and wrestling were added to the already fairly 
extensive physical education curriculum of the college around that time. 

The study of Home Economics was offered to young women beginning 
before the turn of the century. During the Sandefer era, fifteen hours of Home 
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Economics were required for all women students. Among the course offerings 
were the study of textiles, sewing, food preparation and serving, design 
(including dress and interior design), millinery, meal planning and table 
service, sanitation, home management, and the history of costume. Course 
offerings in something as basic as meal preparation may seem quaint since 
modern college students feel they can cope, if only in an elementary way, 
with cooking and housekeeping. A well-managed home, however, requires 
diverse skills. By the early seventies, Home Economics was squeezed out by 
the proliferation of other courses offered to prepare women for work outside 
the home. 

In the Department of Psychology, Dr. and Mrs. Hoyt Ford made equally 
valuable contributions. Lena B. Ford received both the B.A. (magna cum laude) 
and M.A. degrees from HSU and pursued advanced study at the University 
of Chicago, Texas Tech, and Oregon State University. She taught at HSU for 
many years. Because of her war contribution as a teacher in the Cadet Nurses 
Corps, and as a participant in the Federal Education Agency of the United 
States Public Health Service, she received an award for meritorious service. 
Mrs. Ford received professional recognition from many areas including Delta 
Kappa Gamma, an honorary teachers organization. Although she believed that 
students needed to understand experimental research, since few of them would 
continue in experimental psychology she "concentrated on ^people psychol- 
ogy.'"70 Mrs. Ford received an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from 
HSU in 1982, and was named a Pathfinder in 1989 by the city of Abilene 
in recognition of her work in education. This woman of stately bearing has 
continued her involvement in the school and in her church and community 
long after her retirement. Lena Ford's philosophy of living is "I'm not here 
[on earth] to do what I want to do but what I need to do."71 

Her husband, Hoyt Ford, entered Simmons Academy in 1918 to prepare 
for college courses and graduated with a B.A. in 1923 after winning the Minter 
Award in his sophomore year and the Olsen Award in his senior year (These 
continue to be the top academic awards at HSU). The Bronco of 1923, which 
he edited in his senior year, is said to be the only edition of the yearbook 
to contain no errors. Ford began his distinguished teaching career by teaching 
English in the Simmons Academy, and then Education in the College. Over 
the next few years, he majored in Psychology at the University of Texas, 
finishing in 1940 with an M. A. and a Ph.D. 

After World War II, Ford was one of the founders of the Abilene 
Association for Mental Health, chartered in 1946; he later served as a member 
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of the professional advisory board for several years. Mrs. Ford served as 
president of the same association for 1947-48. The couple received awards 
for their service and initiative from this association in 1964. Dr. Ford was 
a member of many professional associations. He incorporated into the program 
at HSU the explosion of knowledge as it grew in the field of Psychology. The 
Fords retired in 1971 after teaching a total of seventy-four years. During the 
Founders Day ceremonies of 1973, Hoyt Ford was made the first Professor 
Emeritus of the University.72 

Most faculty members-, beginning with O.H. Cooper's group in 1902, 
have been people who were loyal to the cause of education and the Christian 
integration of life and learning, so their students often emulated the lifestyles 
of their favorite teachers, many of whom stayed to teach several generations 
of students. 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

As early as the 1920s hundreds of college graduates in Texas were leaving 
the state because of the limited facilities for graduate study. President Sandefer 
and others at Simmons realized that Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, 
the University of Texas, and the University of New Mexico were the closest 
schools to Simmons offering programs of graduate studies.73 

The school, therefore, began graduate studies in 1925-26 and, simul- 
taneously, discontinued the Academy since state-supported secondary education 
was now in place. The Board of Trustees met in Abilene on February 3, 1925, 
to vote for the change of name of the institution from "Simmons College" 
to "Simmons University," which among other changes would imply graduate 
course offerings. 

The formal transition to the new name was announced on Commencement 
Day, Thursday, June 4, 1925. O. H. Cooper served as chairman of the 
committee whose task it was to propose standards and requirements for 
graduate work. Other committee members included Julius Olsen, W. F. Fry, 
O. E. Baker, L. Q. Campbell, and Rupert Richardson.74 

There was not a separate catalogue printed to explain the requirements 
for graduate degrees until decades later. The principal basis for admission 
was the record of performance of a student at the undergraduate level. The 
student had to be a graduate of either Simmons or a school of at least equal 
standing or accreditation. Students entered under the approval of the Faculty 
Graduate Committee. During the first year in 1925, only sixteen of the 
applicants were admitted. On June 3, 1926, Mrs. P. E. Shotwell of Abilene 



Five 94 

received the first Master of Arts degree granted by the University.76 Twelve 
departments offered graduate courses, but only five new courses were available 
solely to graduate students.77 

In 1929, an oral comprehensive examination began to be required for 
entrance to graduate school. Graduate students were required to have a good 
reading knowledge of at least one language other than English, usually French 
or German. Although Texas had many Spanish-speaking people, the inference 
was that most texts which students at the graduate level would study would 
have been authored by French or German scholars in whatever discipline 
was followed. A thesis was required of all candidates, but unlike the present 
degrees, most students were required to spend only one year of study to earn 
an M.A.75 Fees were $15 per course, $10 for matriculation and $10 for the 
diploma. Since a total of nine courses was typical, the degree might cost the 
lowly sum of $155, exclusive of textbooks, room, and board. 

Surprisingly, despite the intervention of World War I, total school 
enrollment increased from a total of 514 in 1914 to a total of 829 in the 
school year of 1918-19. By 1924, there were 1,263 students enrolled.78 School 
enrollment increased dramatically to over 1,400 between 1927-38.79 The Annual 
Report of 1939 indicated that church-related schools were now struggling 
to maintain enrollment. Increasing numbers of students were attending the 
more affordable and less restrictive state-supported schools. From the 1940 
Catalogue report on Christian Education is this revealing statement: 

Toward the close of the past century, seventy-five percent of college 
students were enrolled in denominational schools. Today the situation 
is reversed and seventy-five percent of the college students are enrolled 
in tax-supported institutions. This means that the higher education 
of our youth, so far as three out of every four students are concerned, 
has passed out from under the control of the church and direct religious 
influences.80 

The school on the western plains of Texas had changed its curriculum 
drastically over the fifty-year period. Neither elementary classes or high school 
classes were now offered except to the few students who enrolled in the 
Training School. The fledgling graduate department was growing, and more 
faculty continued to be hired as the curriculum expanded. The enrollment 
had grown to ten times its original size and would double again by the end 
of the next decade. A college degree from Simmons University and then from 
Hardin-Simmons University had become equal to most in the country. 
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THE COWBOY BAND 

The Cowboy Band gained its informal title "World Famous" largely 
through the efforts of Gilbert B. Sandefer. Youngest child of Lucile Gilbert 
and Jefferson Davis Sandefer, Gib grew up on the "Forty Acres," received a 
B.A. in 1927, married Inez Woodward, B.A. and M.A. also from the University, 
and had one daughter, Diana (Mrs. Don Dolen). As manager of the school's 
Cowboy Band, Gib came to know people all over the world. Not only did 
he make a point of contacting alumni and other supporters of the college 
wherever he was, but he spoke at Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, and introduced 
himself to managers of music halls and musicians everywhere he went. 

Gib remained at HSU until he joined the armed forces for World War 
II and was in charge of entertainment for the American Red Cross in the Burma- 
India-China theater. In 1948, the family moved to Washington, D.C. Gib 
became tour director of the U. S. Air Force Band for fifteen years, the only 
civilian tour director the band had ever had. He was a tour director of the 
U. S. Navy Band at the time of his death in February of 1969.81 Gib was 
a true promoter and was often referred to as the champion of world fellowship. 
His wife, Inez, died in 1977. 

The Cowboy Band was founded by Dewey O. Wiley, who was employed 
by the Music Department in 1920 to teach violin. In 1921, he also took over 
the school band, adopted a cowboy motif for the group, and scheduled the 
band for the first time for appearances outside of Abilene. He became 
concertmaster as well of the first Abilene symphony group, a development 
which gave string players of the three colleges of the area a larger opportunity 
for performance. (Abilene Christian College had begun in 1906 and McMurry 
College had opened in 1922). Wiley retained the leadership of the Cowboy 
Band until 1934. 

The band was made the official United Confederate Band of the South 
early after its formation. From the beginning, with their western medleys, 
conventional marches, and popular tunes of the times, they were invited to 
rodeos and soon gained fame as a top rodeo band. 

Under Wiley's leadership, the Cowboy Band performed in San Angelo 
in 1923 for the West Texas Chamber of Commerce Convention. The bandsmen 
wore their makeshift western attire again to play for the Confederate Veterans 
Reunion in Dallas in 1925 and in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1926 where Will 
Rogers, the humorist, was made an honorary member of the group by Gib 
Sandefer. Rogers gave Sandefer $ 100 to buy new music for the band members, 
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and Rogers' association with the Cowboy Band continued until he died in 
1935. 

The Cowboy Band advertised the annual "Kollege Sirkus" by marching 
in a two-mile parade throughout the business district of Abilene. The band 
furnished music to accompany the acrobatic acts, the donkey polo game, 
Indian dances, and other circus events in the parade.82 

A photograph in the 1928-29 Bronco shows the members "in uniform" 
at last—jeans, chaps, boots, gold-colored shirts and over-sized ten gallon hats. 
That year, also, they went to the National Democratic Convention in Houston, 
and made a 2,500 mile journey by automobile with West Texas Chamber 
of Commerce officials through Southwestern Texas, Mexico, and to El Paso 
for the Chamber's annual convention. 

In 1929, they represented Simmons and its graduate, Mildred Paxton 
Moody, at the inauguration of her husband, Dan, as governor of Texas. Over 
the years the band played in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden, Cheyenne, 
Colorado Springs, Phoenix, Little Rock, Alexandria, cities in the state of 
Louisiana and all over Texas, including the annual Stamford Cowboy Reunion, 
where they have played every year but one since 1930. The band's first overseas 
trip was to England, France, Belgium, and Holland on a professionally- 
sponsored tour in 1930. 

Rex Felker made his initial appearance with the Cowboy Band on a hot 
summer day in July, 1932. Johnny Regan, the English Australian roper and 
whip artist who traveled with the Cowboys, was working elsewhere for the 
summer, and Gib Sandefer invited Felker to make a tour of East Texas and 
Louisiana. He later recalls, 

Now 1 was used to swinging my loops in the wide open spaces where 
there wasn't anything to hamper you other than just plain awkwardness 
and lack of know how. The stage is an entirely different situation from 
the rodeo arena as here you are definitely in the 'Twilight Zone' with 
about forty band members behind you, some with very expensive 
instruments, the footlights in front of you and the orchestra pit 
underneath where just one slip could cause you to plunge into its 
depths. Add to this the fact that above your head, the draperies were 
hanging low and on more than one occasion, expensive chandeliers, 
just daring you to make the least bobble with your lariat rope. The 
stage floor was as slick as glass and that was before I learned that 
you had to put rubber soles on your boots to be able to stand up 
successfully. Anyway, 1 forthwith left with the Band on the tour and 
must say that it was indeed an experience never to forget.83 
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The name Marion McClure became synonomous with the Cowboy Band 
beginning in 1934. After graduation from Simmons University in 1933, 
McClure taught in the public schools for one year. He spent summers in the 
Chicago Conservatory and the Vandercook School of Music in Chicago where 
he received a master's degree in Music. He was hired by Simmons as Professor 
of Percussion and Music Education in 1934. During the years 1935-43 he 
organized band clinics throughout West Texas to help raise the standard of 
band instruction. McClure devoted the rest of his life to the organization except 
for a leave for military service as a reserve Lieutenant Colonel for four years 
during World War II. For the academic year 1942-43 Merle Evans, who became 
the famed band director of the Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Circus, 
filled in while "Prof McClure was away at war. 

A Cowgirl Band, organized by Harry Hayes in 1938, joined the few boys 
who were in school during the war to keep the tradition alive. The young 
female instrumentalists were much appreciated. The band reverted to an all- 
male group again after the war. In 1941, the Cowboy Band played for Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's inauguration, as they did for Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower 
in 1953, Richard M. Nixon in 1969, and Jimmy Carter in 1977. 

The band was becoming world famous and only once in awhile were 
there any mistakes. One day during a parade through downtown Chicago, 
Miss June Frost carried the Texas state flag to lead the Cowboy Band and 
a procession of Texans, but the flag was fastened to its staff upside down. 
When newspaper readers saw pictures "back home," they discovered the 
mistake, but in Chicago there had been no Texas by-standers to point out 
the mistake—all Texans were marching behind it.84 

In 1947, when Abilene Hall suffered a devastating fire, McClure started 
to rush back into the building to rescue the Cowboy Band's harp which had 
been donated by members of the Cowgirl Band only a few years before. 
President Rupert N. Richardson warned, "If you go into the building to get 
the harp you might get both a harp and a crown."85 McClure watched helplessly 
as thousands of dollars worth of instruments and music were lost in the flames. 
Three members of the band went into the burning building and retrieved 
three thick envelopes containing about $3,000 worth of musical arrangements 
that were to be used for the Military Air Transport Service tour in December. 
Without this bravery, the tour would have been cancelled. Incidentally, under 
McClure's exceptional direction, the Cowboy musicians were among the first 
in the South to play symphonic band music.86 

In 1950, the band invited all ex-band members to join them in giving 
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a concert to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of their charter.87 In 
December-January of 1952-53, the band toured under the auspices of the 
United Services Organization. They travelled 22,000 miles and played for 
military personnel in Iceland, England, France, Germany, Austria, and Italy. 
Again in 1957-58, the Military Air Transport Service took them to Iceland, 
Scotland, the Azores, and Bermuda. In 1963, sponsored by the Texas Baptist 
General Convention, the band took part in the New Life Crusade in Japan. 
Travelling by bus around the country, they attracted people to the evangelistic 
meetings where they sang and played.88 

In 19 70, Professor McClure was chosen from among the Texas Bandmaster's 
Association's 2,800 members for the honor of being Bandmaster of the Year. 
In 1971, he received the college's coveted John J. Keeter Award. 

In 1972, McClure saw the culmination of his dream with the dedication 
of a Cowboy Band Hall, the cost having been underwritten by the Cowboy 
Band Foundation, a group of dedicated ex-Bandsmen.89 The facility is located 
at the comer of Cedar and Vogel Streets northeast of Caldwell Hall, which 
houses HSU's School of Music. It contains some 10,000 square feet of floor 
space with a large rehearsal room, practice rooms, studios, a student lounge, 
a memorial lounge, library, office, storage facilities, loading dock, and a 
reception room. The total cost of the building was about $225,000. Professor 
Marion McClure died in 1973. In 1977, at the annual Founders Day cel- 
ebration, a marble bust of him, fashioned by Italian sculptor Giovanni Lovison, 
was given and presented by Army Captains Kenneth W. Barnes and Dan 
Brittain, both of whom had been students of McClure in the sixties. The 
sculpture is housed in the Band Hall. His wife, Dorothy May (Lewis) McClure, 
was popular with the student band members, often traveled with them, and 
authored a book titled The World Famous Cowboy Band. 1923-1973: A 
History of the First Fifty Years of the Cowboy Band. Hardin-Simmons 
University. Abilene. Texas. She and their son, Bill, a graduate of Hardin- 
Simmons University, survive him. 

In 1973, Lawson Hager, a former bandsman, became director. Hager tells 
the story of the invitation to play in Arlington at the opening baseball game 
of the Texas Rangers in 1976. Upon arriving home at midnight from another 
band performance, Hager received the message that the band would be 
expected to play "Hail to the Chief because President Gerald Ford had been 
invited to throw out the opening ball. Hager found a single manuscript of 
the music, made copies before the band boarded the bus the next morning, 
and asked those who played horns to bring their instruments on the bus with 
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them. Between Abilene and Arlington, they all learned their parts. "I guess 
they were all so nervous, they concentrated extra hard. I know I was."90 Hager 
had another story about the parade in San Antonio where the bass drummer 
fainted. Hager alternately carried and dragged him nearly two miles in the 
stifling heat to the nearest hospital along the parade route. Cold, not heat, 
was a problem when they participated in the International Lions' Club Parade 
in Montreal, Quebec, under his direction. In 1977, the band participated in 
the Cotton Bowl parade. Celebrities who have appeared with the band include 
Bob Hope, Gene Autry, Bing Crosby, Paul Whiteman, Gary Cooper, Dale 
Robertson, and John Wayne. 

When Hager retired from directing the Band to begin Ph.D. studies, 
William E. (Bill) Woods led the band for three years. A noted and popular 
high school band director across Texas, Woods then returned to teach high 
school instrumental music in Merkel. 

W. Scott Mather was named director of bands and assistant professor 
of instrumental music in 1984. A native of the state of Washington, he earned 
a B.A. in music and an M.A. in trumpet and conducting from Washington 
State University and has completed a year toward the DMA in conducting 
at the University of Michigan. He is responsible for the University Concert 
Band as well as the Cowboy Band. Mather encourages barbershop quartets, 
solos, and all-band singing while instrumental music continues to include 
classics, semi-classics, sacred music, marches, popular, and western selec- 
tions.91 In 1986, the group participated in the Coca-Cola centennial celebra- 
tions in Atlanta. That year they also flew to Nice, France, to help celebrate 
the annual Winter Carnival, a tour they repeated in 1989, adding a rendition 
of "Amazing Grace" sung in French to their stage performance repertoire. 
Goodnatured humor, excellent musicianship, energetic marching at a cadence 
of 200-220 beats per minute interspersed with the "Cowstep"—six or eight 
giant scissor kicks which crisscross each other, are all trademarks of this 
celebrated group. When asked why this particular band has continued to be 
popular, Mather said, "Perhaps it is the fact that the band believes in celebrating 
with people .... This characteristic, coupled with the world's fascination with 
the free-spirited cowboy of the American West, may account for the Cowboy 
Band's overwhelming popularity wherever it goes."92 
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COWHAND STATUE 

Inside the Cowboy Band Hall stands a statue with an interesting story. 
Bob Rogers, a Californian, received a scholarship in 1940 to Hardin-Simmons 
University to perform rope tricks with the Cowboy Band, to teach horseman- 
ship, and to sculpt art pieces for the campus. Brooks Middleton, a teenage 
cow puncher working for the Matthews Ranch at Albany, agreed to pose for 
Rogers while he chiseled out a statue of a young cowhand. Rogers worked 
many nights between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. when Middleton was not working 
on the ranch and was free to pose. A freshman on a full football scholarship, 
his name now lost in the past, had previously posed for a clay model to be 
used by the artist while carving the stone, but the clay model broke and could 
not be used. The third man to pose was Raymond Hailey, who was a student 
during the 1941-42 school year. Rogers, the sculptor, met Hailey while Hailey 
was instructing at the college Riding School and helping care for the Six White 
Horses. Together they hauled a two-ton block of limestone back to the campus 
on a flatbed truck. For over a year, Hailey acted as the model for the statue 
but dropped out of school to work as a shipyard welder in Portland, Oregon, 
before joining the Navy in World War II. Brooks Middleton, the ranch hand, 
was then asked back to act as model during the final stages of the piece. The 
sculpture was finished and placed in front of the original Abilene Hall. After 
fire destroyed the building and a new one opened in 1948, the statue was 
moved inside Abilene Hall for protection from the weather. 

For years the story of who had acted as the model was a mystery until 
the histories of these three men were traced. After the Cowboy Band Hall 
was built, the "Cowhand" was moved to a place of honor in the Band Hall 
foyer where it stands as representative of the students, families, and forebears 
of West Texas who have attachments to the school.93 

THE SIX WHITE HORSES 

Often appearing with the Band and many times by themselves as a unique 
parade unit, the Six White Horses or albino horses with Quarter Horse 
conformation are ridden by six HSU young women carrying the six flags that 
have flown over Texas. Their founding is an interesting story. A town per- 
sonality named Will "Sheriff Watson, born in 1884, loved Simmons College, 
and on one parade occasion in the late twenties, Watson decided to ride his 
white hbrse, Silver, in front of the band. He wore full western dress and carried 
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an American flag. In the next parade, Abilene student Forrest "Pete" Tippen 
rode another white horse carrying the flag of Texas, and then from this, the 
idea grew that carrying the six flags which have flown over Texas sometime 
in the last four hundred years would be a fine addition—finer if carried by 
six female students. The rider on the right always carries Old Glory, and the 
rider on the left carries the Lone Star flag of Texas. In between wave the flags 
of Spain, France, Mexico, and the Confederate States. "Sheriff Watson was 
a constant companion on all band trips until 1962, when his health failed. 
He died in 1963.94 

Beginning in the 1930s, the unit first performed only in parades in Texas, 
but in the last thirty years, they have performed in forty states by marching 
in the inaugural parades, the Hollywood Christmas parade in 1981, three 
Cotton Bowl Parades, as well as rodeo and town fair parades around Texas. 
Since 1962, they have been under the guidance of W. O. "Doc" Beazley, Vice- 
President Emeritus of the University. He watches bookings carefully so that 
the coursework of the riders is not jeopardized. The girls wear western shirts, 
blue jeans, white western hats, and boots. The riders are chosen after con- 
sideration of their horsemanship, academic standing, appearance, and general 
enthusiasm.95 

The years the University enjoyed under Sandefer's leadership were 
formative but productive years. The school struggled to improve its academic 
program, faculty, and Christian witness. Some of the years were very difficult 
financially, but the faith of administrators, faculty, students, staff, and other 
supporters kept Hardin-Simmons University on the road of service in an 
exemplary way. 



Six 
Sandefer's Administration Continues 

Th .hroughout President Sandefer's ad- 
ministration, student life was carefully controlled. The catalogues continued 
to remind students that church attendance was expected. Misconduct of any 
kind, both on and off campus, resulted in demerits. "Upon receipt of fifteen 
demerits, the student will be called in for a conference with the Discipline 
Committee; upon receipt of thirty demerits, the committee will advise the 
student's parents of his derelictions; upon receipt of fifty demerits, the student 
will be subj ect to suspension by the faculty."1 At various times student pranksters 
showed how they chafed under his strict code by taping a cigarette and a 
picture of a whiskey glass on the large portrait of Sandefer which hung in 
the Chapel. Boarding students were not allowed to have automobiles, and 
it was not until the twenties that one cafeteria served both men and women 
together. Women students were expected to room in the dormitories unless 
parents requested they live with relatives in Abilene or the women asked to 
live off campus because they were defraying expenses by working in town.2 

Another important part of college life was, of course, student politics. 
There were student associations elected to act as liaisons between the student 
body and the administration as early as the turn of the century. Typically, 
there were the usual problems of students wanting power without shouldering 
the accompanying responsibility. Clashes between groups of students often 
went far beyond practical joking. Through most of the Sandefer years, under 
classmen were usually pitted against upper classmen, and on too many 
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occasions, fun turned into fighting. Students sometimes behaved in ways that 
would be unthinkable today. One such example was recounted by R. N. 
Richardson, who wrote about a 1921 ruling by class officers that there be 
no interference with social functions: "Upper classmen broke into Smith Hall 
during a reception, dashed three gallons of kerosene about, spoiled food, 
ruined dresses of co-eds, broke furniture, and did damage to the building 
estimated at not less than one hundred dollars. One man was sent to the 
hospital, and there were lesser injuries."3 (One hundred dollars then would 
be about seven hundred dollars in 1991). 

Student government was formally instituted in 1920 as an experiment. 
It was divided into Executive, Legislative, and Judicial areas. The Judicial 
committee met with the president of the University to examine violations of 
rules and assess punishment. This process continued to the early seventies. 
Legislatively, the committee had power over all matters of general student 
activity, interest, and discipline in accordance with the Student Constitution 
and the faculty.4 Sadly, student government was not able to manage certain 
serious problems, although there were good student officers chosen each year. 
Class disturbances came more often and with more intensity, and President 
Sandefer often had to assert leadership because the students would not listen 
to their own elected officers. 

When the group of students arrived on campus in 1946, matured by 
their war experiences, a new tone was set, and student government became 
much more successful. The majority of the student body became more 
concerned with student elections, and student government became a better 
advocate for the students with the administration. 

The first college "Homecoming Weekend" was celebrated in 1923. The 
football team from Howard Payne College in Brownwood came to play, a 
tradition which carried on for many years. The main pep song for athletic 
events in the Sandefer years was as follows: 

Out in Western Texas where the spirit free 
Of loyalty 
Sweeps breezily, 
There the Simmons U. colors beckon me 
To come and fall in line. 
Simmons is the school we are cheering for, 
O'er and o'er 
More and more. 
All her students love her, 
There is none above her, 
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She's the queen of West Texas, Hooray! 
Chorus 

Simmons U. with her grand old "rep!" 
Simmons U. with a world of "pep!" 
Everybody's cheering for the Purple and Gold: 
Come and join with all your vim 
And root and boost for dear old Sim. 
All of the good things—the better, the best 
Belong to us all through the Simmons' bequest; 
Claim them and keep them forever and aye; 
Be loyal to Simmons, both now and alway; 
Always and always be ready to say: 
"I am cheering for the Purple and Gold!"6 

"DAM-IT," THE DOG 

A white bulldog, owned by Gib Sandefer from 1916-1920, became the 
college mascot of the class of 1920 and was even allowed by professors to 
walk into the classrooms during lectures. He had likely been named by the 
Sandefers, but when he caused an employee to trip in the cafeteria while 
carrying a tray of food to some students, he took on the name of "Dam-It." 
(He was called Fritz on Sundays.)7 Much to the chagrin of later presidents, 
the story of the dog has remained one of the campus favorites. The dog regularly 
carried a rock around in his mouth, and when he dozed during a class lecture, 
the rock would drop to the floor with a thud, reminding the presiding professor 
to liven up his lecture. In March, 1920, Dam-It contracted pneumonia and 
died. Someone fashioned a wooden casket, and the entire senior class marched 
behind the green and white coffin to a flower bed, where he was buried. 
Ministerial student Ira Harrison preached a funeral oration entitled "Every 
Dog Has His Day." The Associated Press wired the story all over the nation, 
and President Sandefer received many wires and letters of sympathy. Typical 
is this verse: 

Dam-It, old dog, we bid you fond farewell. 
'We loved you much and you loved us,' tis said. 
We're sad that you no longer with us dwell. 
We all say, 'dam-it, Dam-It's dead.'8 

A plain marble slab marked the canine's grave, but souvenir hunters and 
vandals chipped away pieces until it was unreadable. Around 1950, an 
alumnus who had attended the mascot's funeral paid for a metallic plate that 
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was firmly fastened to a large limestone rock sunk flush with the earth. The 
dog's third resting place is near the reflecting pool on the front campus marked 
by a painted water hydrant with a plaque reading "Dam-it, He is dead. College 
Mascot, 1916-20." Each year some students carry on a satirical but sedate 
memorial service to continue the tradition. 

CLUBS 

There was a proliferation of clubs in these three decades as each year 
brought new ideas. There were clubs to represent almost every discipline as 
well as social groups. Debating clubs continued but with fewer members than 
in earlier years. One success occurred in 1927, however, when 1,100 people 
from the school and community bought tickets to hear three young men debate 
a team visiting from Cambridge, England; Resolved: "That in the Opinion 
of this House, Compulsory Military Training Should Form a Part of the 
Education in All Schools and Universities."9 According to the judges, Hardin- 
Simmons won the debate. The Archaeological and Paleontological Club was 
formed in 1936 to preserve artifacts and fossils, to sponsor field trips, to 
organize and further a University museum, and to study related subjects. Listed 
under GIFTS in the 1914-15 Catalogue was a microscope, a mineralogical 
collection, Indian relics, crystals, books, two sectional bookcases with a desk 
between, and a pair of rattlesnake fangs, all given by the class of 1914. 
Rattlesnake fangs do not seem too strange a keepsake since the nearby town 
of Sweetwater was still having an annual Rattlesnake Festival as late as 1990. 
The 1931 class presented two glass museum cases.10 

In the spring of 1922, some Philomathian Club members suddenly 
appeared one evening on campus, but no one would have guessed who they 
were. A band of masked males, apparently Ku Klux Klan, carried a blazing 
cross slowly across campus while students, coming out of a recital in Abilene 
Hall, gathered on the steps to watch. There was a bonfire a few yards around 
the corner of Abilene Hall, and after the supposed Klan members disorganized 
around the corner, a couple of dozen students approached the bonfire. There, 
several members of the Philo Society gave speeches to the captive audience 
on why they were the best society in the country and how they would win 
against the opposing Cliosophic Men's Society in a forthcoming oratorical 
debate. There does not seem to be a written record of any repercussions of 
this charade. Many loyal Baptists in those years were also loyal members of 
the Klan, and there did not appear to be a dichotomy in the minds of the 
citizenry. 
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The Drama Club began as the Simmons Expression Class. It changed 
its name in 1926 to the "Shakespearean Revelers" before becoming the 
"University Players" in 1926. By 1936, a small advanced group of drama 
members from the University Players became the Zeta Theta chapter of Alpha 
Psi Omega, the largest national honorary dramatic fraternity in the United 
States.11 

A Business Administration Club was formed in 1936 to invite leading 
professional and business men to speak to business "majors." The Jefferson 
Davis Sandefer Chapter of the Future Teachers of America was organized in 
1938, an outgrowth of the Elementary Education Club, a division of the 
National Educational Association. The Writers Club began in 1939 for those 
interested in writing prose and poetry. There was a Priscilla Helpers group 
consisting of wives of the preachers enrolled in school. One of the more erudite 
groups was the New Testament Greek Club, which shared manuscript readings 
and reports on articles dealing with the Greek Language; by 1940, six women 
joined in this group. The Women's Athletic Association was renamed the 
Women's Recreation Club in 1938 with the purpose of improving the abilities, 
techniques, and skills of girls interested in sports. Soccer, basketball, and other 
sports played extramurally were organized for women as well as badminton, 
hiking, and riding. 

THE COWGIRLS 

The Cowgirl organization was founded in 1925 by Willie Ray McDonald, 
although Glenna (Grant) Frame has kept the group going for many years. 
As an enthusiastic young women's social group, they supported athletic events, 
often joined the Cowboy Band marching in parades, acted as hostesses at 
city events, and ushered for the campus Artist Course programs. In their 
western hats and boots, purple satin neckerchiefs, gold shirts, and skirts, they 
complimented the spirit of the romantic west—some were even proficient 
at rope twirling. Most football and basketball contests, including out-of-town 
games, were cheered on by the Cowgirls. The present Associate Dean for 
Student Development, Dr. Paula Windham, comes from an old ranching family 
of West Texas and is a staunch former member of the Cowgirls. She remembers 
having worn out a pair of her mother's boots during a five mile parade in 
El Paso, in 1951. The group did not disband until the late seventies when 
many other groups for young women had been formed. 

The ex-Cowgirls have an annual reunion during Homecoming each year, 
and Glenna Frame still leads the group in a "Cowgirl Stomp."   When the 
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sixteen-piece dining room suite of the C. M. Caldwell family was presented 
for use on the second floor of the Moody Student Center in the fall of 1963, 
the Ex-Cowgirls purchased accessory items for it.12 In 1969, the exes donated 
an engraved silver punchbowl and more than a dozen engraved silver cups 
to be used by the school for official entertaining. The group also awards an 
annual scholarship to a female undergraduate to help with tuition costs.13 

STUDENT ARMY TRAINING CORPS—WWI 

On April 6, 1917, war was declared between Germany and the United 
States. Immediately, Congress began a selective draft which included young 
men at Simmons College, to be sent in a ratio of one man per twenty-five 
male students. Eleven students, including the University president's son, were 
sent to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, accompanied by young professor Rupert Norval 
Richardson, to become part of the Student Army Training Corps. Most of 
this group were commissioned second lieutenants after training and sent off 
as instructors. Truett Walton, a young professor, at that time, was sent to 
set up the program at the University of Wisconsin. In July, 1918, Simmons 
was chosen as a college where a Students' Army Training Corps would be 
established, and Richardson was assigned to return to Simmons as instructor. 
After the war, these men formed a Fort Sheridan Club in hopes of retaining 
the feeling of comradeship from their training days at Fort Sheridan, but only 
two or three reunions were ever held, and W. T. Walton is now the only 
living member. 

A memorial to World War I military men on campus is a cannon named 
"Arizona Bill," the nickname of Kenneth Burns, a student who was killed in 
that war.H Mounted on a base named "Fort Babe Shaw" is a list of names 
of the thirteen Simmons students who died in that war.15 Clyde "Babe" Shaw 
died while cutting the barbed wire in front of his trench, a service for which 
he had volunteered in order that his comrades might "go over the top" at 
a little less peril.16 Near the campus flag pole is a tree planted in 1951 in 
honor of all students who gave their lives while serving in any war. 

STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

The college newspaper was expanded in 1916 and titled the Brand under 
the direction of students Mildred Paxton, Raymond Foy, and Horace Blackwell.17 

Nelson Hutto, nephew of Homer Hutto, West Texas editor and journalist, 
became a teacher of journalism in 1927. New courses were offered, and the 
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winning of Texas Intercollegiate Press awards became a habit with the Simmons 
publications. In 1932, out of ten entries, they won five first and three second 
place awards. Despite the Depression, The Brand continued to grow until, 
by 1934, it was a seven-column sheet. In the years 1931 through 1934, it 
won first place over several college weeklies.18 

There was no yearbook published in 1918; "Because of the many unusual 
financial obligations which the American people were called upon to meet 
at that time, the Class of 1918 deemed it a patriotic duty to forego the 
publication of a Bronco."19 The Class of 1919 voted to include a section in 
their yearbook which contained the photographs and descriptions of the 
graduates of 1918 as well as their own class photographs. 

Student underground newspapers included The Cutthroat, which ap- 
peared in a single issue published for some years around April Fool's Day. 
No doubt, the student journalists had great fun assembling these witty, ironic, 
and in several cases, scandalous journals. The sense of humor of President 
Sandefer and his faculty is displayed by their allowing these annual "shockers." 
The student newspaper continued to be published weekly and usually carried 
serious news articles of interest primarily to students. The November 22,1924, 
Brand, however, carried a short article mentioning that female students were 
gaining weight so rapidly that the dietician had begun serving skimmed milk 
and skimmed soup. "No one has gained more than 19 pounds this fall," said 
Mrs. Jennie Blackburn, girls' dormitory hostess and sister of Lucille Sandefer, 
"the old record of 35 pounds has not yet been reached this year." 

The alumni Bulletin, forerunner of the Range Rider, was sent out monthly. 
In 1940, an invitation to hear Dale Carnegie, author of How to Win Friends 
and Influence People, was one of the announcements included, with an 
admission price of 75 cents.10 

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION 

As early as 1903, student-led groups were banding together for devotional 
meetings and community outreach, and the Mission Band was the largest and 
strongest of these. Students benefited when the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas was held on campus in 1914 as delegates and visitors to the convention 
who had not visited the college before could familiarize themselves with the 
school. It was hoped they would be impressed enough to encourage pro- 
spective students to enroll, as well as to consider supporting the school 
financially.21 By the early twenties, a Baptist Student Union (BSU) group was 
formed by.J.P. Boone. In October of that first year the State Convention of 
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BSU met on campus, bringing five hundred students from all over the state.22 

BSU and the HSU Office of Religious Activities is currently affiliated with 
the Baptist General Convention of Texas through the Division of Student Work, 
which employs a Director for each campus and an Associate Director for the 
more active campuses. 

For many years on the campus, the group had a faculty sponsor rather 
than a full-time salaried director. These sponsors included Mrs. MJ. Booth, 
W. Truett Walton, W.C. Ribble, Misses A.M. Carpenter, Eva Rudd, and Aileen 
Culpepper; In 1950, Truett Sheriff was appointed as the first Director of 
Religious Activities and served until 1957, after which John Petry directed 
for seven years. Byron Bryant, previous HSU Director of Public Relations, 
was then assigned and worked with John Petry administering Chapel pro- 
grams, supervising special religious events and special emphasis weeks, 
encouraging denominationally related scholarships, and doing all of the former 
duties of BSU directors. 

An annual International Student Weekend, organized by the division of 
Student Work of the BGCT, has been held each spring since 1959.23 HSU 
has been represented every year. The Christian message is articulated in ways 
that will be understood by such a varied assembly. 

From 1965 to 1978, Marshall Walker came to serve and was a very popular 
and innovative director. Walker's goal was to create a program which would 
"strike the imagination" of as many students as possible. Walker purposely 
agreed to be a sponsor of Tau Alpha Phi, a club founded in 1960 and composed 
of spirited young men, many of whom took positions of leadership after 
graduation. He acted as rodeo parade director, attended drama presentations, 
and did everything he could to indicate that the Christian life was not 
compartmentalized but a part of all areas of life. He began drama teams which 
went to churches and church camps to perform, particularly with puppets. 
He created the Celebration Singers—groups of students who answered in- 
vitations to both sacred and secular programs. At one time, had over three 
hundred students involved in representing the school. After-game fellowships 
were held for students to gather after basketball games. 

Two very different kinds of mission trips were begun during his years 
and have been continued by later directors. 

During the Christmas break, a mission team was sent to work under Jerry 
Johnson, class of'29 and Director of Missions in the tri-town area of Weslaco, 
Mission, and McAllen, Texas. Faculty, including Dr. Julian Bridges and Dr. 
B.W. Aston, joined to help the students. Spring Break mission projects 
included, and continue to include, revival teams, children's outreach min- 
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istries, construction jobs such as church building and repair work, and general 
missions. Gene Lake, Director of Missions in Indiana at the time his daughter 
attended school, cooperated with Walker to bring several teams of students 
to Indiana each year. By the 1970s, the total number of students going on 
these missions annually had grown from 25 to 150. Some have gone on to 
full-time Christian vocations after serving on these teams.24 Walker also 
conceived the idea of "Adopt-a-Child" at Christmas. Principals from two 
schools near campus provide a list of children who are brought to campus, 
and students each "adopt" a child who is given a present, brought to dinner 
in the cafeteria, and accompanied to a program put on by BSU performers. 

From the time the college opened, the worship time of daily half hour 
"prayers and praises" was led by each president and was usually thirty minutes 
long. In 1937, chapel assemblies were reduced to four times weekly. During 
the 1970s, chapel periods changed to a fifty-minute Tuesday program of 
spiritual emphasis and a Thursday program when a variety of programs took 
place. By the eighties, students had to earn chapel credits equal to half of 
the number of semesters of work done at the University. 

Over twenty-five years ago, Dr. Lee Hemphill of Abilene and his late wife, 
Lunelle, established an endowment to fund the Cornerstone Series. This 
sequence of Bible lectures is given annually to emphasize the basic cornerstones 
of the Christian faith as set out by early benefactor James B. Simmons in his 
Foundation Agreement. 

The Thomas F. Staley Foundation, which funds lecture series on small 
private campuses across the United States, made a gift to the University in 
the early 1970s which has made possible the Staley lectures. Speakers over 
the years such as Gordon Kingsley, Chester Swor, John Newport, T. B. Maston, 
Hardy Clemons, Robert Campbell, James Dunn, Esther Burroughs, ana Bill 
O'Brien25 have visited the campus. In 1975, the endowment fund was doubled 
by the foundation. 

Deann Styles moved to Abilene in 1978 when her husband, Richard, 
was appointed by President Jesse Fletcher as Vice President of Development. 
She served as interim director of BSU for the 1978-79 year. During that year, 
the Buske Memorial Religious Activities Center, a suite of offices in Moody 
Center, was given by her mother and family in honor of her father, G.B. "Pete" 
Buske of Friona, Texas. Buske had been a pioneer in the development of the 
multi-million dollar cattle feeding industry on the Texas High Plains, and 
a member of the Board of Development until his death in 1976. 

At the same ceremony, the Raulee Ribble Memorial Prayer Room was 
dedicated in honor of the freshman daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman C. 
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Ribble, Jr. Raulee had been killed in a car accident on the way home to 
Albuquerque at Thanksgiving. Funds were provided by the family, friends, 
and fellow students. "Adopt-a-Grandparent" was begun by Deann Styles; 
guests living in retirement centers are invited to come to the campus for an 
evening of activity each year. Students learn relationship skills with the elderly, 
and the visitors enjoy a Thanksgiving evening on campus.26 

Palmer McCown came to HSU in the fall of 1979, after serving as BSU 
Director at the University of Mary-Hardin Baylor in Belton. Beginning in 1980, 
McCown shifted the Spring Mission trips to Colorado, based out of the Pueblo 
area. These trips continued for five years. Mrs. Lunelle (Nix) Hemphill, died 
in Abilene while students were away on the 1987 Spring Mission trip. Shortly 
after, her family honored her memory when they established an endowment 
which is administered by the Director of Religious Activities. This endowment 
has enabled students to be involved in the mission outreach projects. Outreach 
trips have gone to Port Aransas, Eagle Pass, San Antonio, El Paso, and Salt 
Lake City. As a result of the emphasis on missions, there have been between 
one and four students serving as Journeymen or "US-Two missionaries" each 
year for at least the last twelve years. HSU also continues to be in the top 
five schools in numbers of student missionaries serving through the BSU of 
Texas; the program has sent from six to fifteen summer missionaries annually 
to serve both in the United States and abroad. Students make up ministry 
teams to serve all over Abilene every year as well. 

For several years, the University has wisely invited a furloughing missionary 
couple as missionaries-in-residence for the academic year. They enjoy a house 
provided by the generosity of Dr. Virginia Boyd, a retired physician who lives 
in an adjacent home on Sayles Avenue. The missionaries act as a "home-away- 
from-home" to children of other missionary families. Charles and Mary Love, 
who have served over twenty-five years in Guyana, are representative of 
missionairies-in-residence. Both are graduates of HSU as are four of their five 
children. 

A special time of revival emphasis is directed by BSU each fall. These 
campus revivals have been led by outstanding speakers such as Dan Yeary, 
Buckner Fanning, Bob Tremaine, Doug Tipps, Charlie Baker, James Flamming, 
Frank Pollard, Kenneth Chafin, Cecil Sherman, S. M. Lockeridge, Neal Jones, 
and Browning Ware. 
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ATHLETICS 

College students did not have nearly the choices of leisure time activities 
as they would have half a century later, so college athletics appealed to a 
large percentage of the student population. Track events were of great interest 
and involved quite a few students even though the records that were made 
did not compare with later days. 

W.A. "Pa" Daniel was the star jumper for Simmons. Daniel also managed 
the track meets as to the prizes to be awarded. He went to the local merchants 
to secure prizes for various events. "Pa" had an eye to business. The merchants 
usually asked him to suggest the prizes to be offered, and since he knew what 
events he would likely win, he suggested the awards he would prefer himself. 
As a result he kept himself supplied in shirts, sweaters, razors, shoes, hats 
and whatever else he needed to keep his wardrobe replenished.27 

In 1925, track was approved across Texas as an intercollegiate sport. The 
HSU track team carried off honors in the West Texas College League for several 
years. In state competition at Waco, Simmons gained two firsts and one second 
at the Cotton Palace Meet in 1913. The track team won its first dual meet 
with Howard Payne in 1927. Alton Terry joined the team as a freshman in 
1935 and set the Gulf Association Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) record for 
throwing the javelin 210 feet. He broke the record at the Drake Relays and 
set the National Intercollegiate record at 226'2". He qualified for the 1936 
Olympics and placed sixth in the javelin competition, the highest finish for 
the United States. Student interest in track and field events continued for 
many years but was gradually overshadowed by other sports. 

Gymnastics grew in importance when Otho Polk came to Simmons 
University. Polk captained the first gymnastics team in 1929. Born in Santa 
Anna, Polk attended Simmons from 1926 to 1930. Although he majored in 
mathematics, he had become an assistant instructor in physical education 
by his senior year and was so outstanding that President Sandefer named 
him instructor in physical education and in mechanical drawing upon his 
graduation. 

He earned an M.A. degree from Peabody College in 1935 while employed 
by HSU.28 Polk served on the Physical Education and Health Education faculty 
for an amazing fifty-one years, serving as Chairman of the Department for 
forty years. Polk retired in 1981 and died only a few years later. 

A plaque with a bronze likeness of Polk was placed in the foyer of the 
Mabee Physical Education Complex after his death. It was unveiled just before 
one of the annual high school tournaments for girls which he had begun in 
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1952 as an effort to offer laboratory experiences for Physical Education majors 
at the University. In 1985, he was posthumously inducted into the Athletic 
Hall of Fame, formed in 1979. Moneys given by admirers of Dr. Polk have 
been used to establish a scholarship fund to help worthy students majoring 
in Physical Education.29 

Basketball was popular with both men and women. Posture and costume 
were proper and portrayed an elegance long lost in favor of informality and 
comfortable clothing. Girls began playing the game of basketball right after 
the turn of the century. The women, six to a team, wore skirts and long tops. 
The women's teams of 1911, 1912, and 1913 did not lose a game. The first 
time an athletic "S" was ever awarded to a woman at Simmons was after the 
1916-17 season. The first year of women's intercollegiate basketball was in 
1921. For a few years in the twenties, the women's teams were weak, but 
they had a winning season in 1925. 

Men's basketball began in 1908. The men wore sleeveless tops, shorts 
to the knees, and knee socks. In 1915, the men's team finished with a record 
of 9-0 under Coach H. D. Martin. Although Martin stayed only seven years, 
three of his teams were undefeated; in both 1918 and 1919, the Cowpokes 
went 5-0.30 In 1918, Marston Gymnasium was dedicated. The Texas A&M 
University basketball team came to play and was ahead 17-16 just before 
the end of the game. Virgil M. Bradley, star of the Simmons team, had been 
knocked to the floor but he shot desperately, and just as the final whistle 
blew, he made a basket while lying flat on his back. The timekeeper decided 
that the last shot had left Bradley's hands before the clock ran out, so Simmons 
won the game by one point. Bradley, class of 1919, was the first man inducted 
into the Athletic Hall of Fame in the new Mabee Athletic Complex. In his 
four years he won twelve varsity letters. 

The men's team did well again by winning the Texas Intercollegiate 
Basketball Championship in 1920 and 1921, and their record in 1923 was 
13-1. Coach Arthur Bell Hays came from John Tarleton College to mold athletic 
teams that would challenge any in the state. Simmons was a close contender 
for Texas Intercollegiate Athletic Association honors, the school having gained 
membership in 1914. Hays raised the level of athletics, and teams won the 
majority of games in football, basketball, and baseball. 

In 1926, the men won their first game in the new Cowboy Corral against 
Texas Tech. In 1929, the basketball team was the only team in the country 
to go through the conference season undefeated.31 Johnny H. Gregg attended 
Simmons University from 1926-30. He lettered in five sports and was named 
to the all-conference basketball team all four years. He was captain of the 
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team in 1929. The game was different in some ways in those days: 
Playing in the old Corral, the Cowboys became famous for their Delay 
Game. Under prevailing rules, there was no time limit in advancing 
the ball across the stripe, and the Cowboys set a ball-holding record 
that probably still stands. In one game, when the opposing players 
refused to force the action, the Cowboy team sat at the opposite end 
playing 'jacks'.32 

In 1929, "Jo-Jo" Gregg set a record for holding the ball eight seconds 
without moving. In 1930, he was named an All-American basketball player. 
He was honored by an athletic scholarship begun by Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Brown 
of Abilene after his death in 1960. 

By 1932, the Cowboys were Texas Conference champions for the fourth 
year in a row and were the highest scoring team of the area with an average 
of 48 points per game. The record was 7-1 in the Conference, and 10-7 overall. 
By 1935, Simmons had won the sixth title in seven years in the Texas 
Conference. The team was invited to play at the National Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) Basketball Tournament in Denver. In 1937, their record was 
16-1, losing only once at a state AAU meet in Dallas. 

As a sophomore in 1907, John A. Airhart had participated in track events 
and represented the school well by winning the mile race in Brownwood. 
In 1908, he was elected captain of the track team, and Simmons won the 
annual West Texas Track and Field competition. According to the Bronco 
of 1910, Airhart was "unquestionably the most popular athlete that has ever 
played on a Simmons team." 

Airhart also played football, and was team captain in 1909 although his 
father, Reverend G. B. Airhart of Merkel, was conscientiously opposed to the 
rough sport. In late October, 1909, during a game against Howard Payne 
College, he was tackled, hit his bare head on the ground, and suffered a 
concussion. The whole student body was concerned since another promising 
student, Andrew Z. Morgan, had died that fall of peritonitis following a 
ruptured appendix.33 The football team had won all seven games of the season. 
On November 17, however, they were to play Baylor on the Simmons' field. 
Airhart was not fully recovered and, while he kicked a field goal which became 
the only score the team made in the game, he suffered vertigo and was taken 
out of the game because of obvious difficulty in coordinating his movements. 
He went into a coma a few hours later. His mother and the hostess of Anna 
Hall, as well as fellow students, took turns caring for him since hospital facilities 
in the area were meager. After a few weeks he was transferred to Baylor Hospital, 
where he died on March 15, 1910. 
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Even after losing Airhart, the team won the league championship with 
the help of players like Ollie Wooten and Robert Collins. While playing on 
the 1909 team, Collins was the first man in the nation to develop the use 
of the spiral pass from center. Simmons won the West Texas football Loving 
Cup in 1910, losing only one game that season, but John Airhart's death caused 
Simmons to discontinue football for seven years. Football had already been 
under severe scrutiny across the nation, and even President Theodore Roosevelt 
entered discussions on the sport. Rule changes were made "to eliminate the 
practice where twenty-two men would form a stack, the very weight of which 
could kill a player caught near the bottom."34 

The Simmons College teams were named "Cowboys" beginning in 1913, 
for no apparent reason other than their western heritage.35 Each dormitory 
had its own special yell besides the cheers for the sports teams. In fact, Rupert 
Richardson remembered a teacher of modern languages and hostess of Anna 
Hall who was so distraught by the unladylike behavior that she suggested 
her girls instead should buy little horns and blow the horns when the men 
made a good play; the idea was ignored.36 

On December 15, 1916, the school newspaper, the Brand proclaimed: 
"Football Likely To Be Reinstated." The city newspaper wrote: "Football Will 
be Permitted at Simmons with Limitations."37 The student body was elated 
even though Simmons lost first to North Texas State Normal school and then 
to the Howard Payne Yellow Jackets.38 Victor Payne captained the squad. A 
popular student, he was elected in 1919 as President of the Student Council. 
H.A. Easterday was coach, and in 1919 the Cowboys set a scoring record 
with an 89-19 victory over the Dallas Athletic Club. The first time football 
players had numbers on their uniforms was during the 1922 season. Johnnie 
"Bullet" Camp played his first year of football at Tarleton before coming to 
Simmons in 1921. He played his last year with the Cowboys in 1923. P.E. 
Shotwell was the new coach. 

P. E. Shotwell, class of 1926, married Ura V. Crawford who was the first 
recipient of an M.A. degree from Simmons. Shotwell was a prominent football 
coach in West Texas for over fifty years, during which time he coached at 
Simmons College from 1923 to 1926. 

Shotwell was the first man to organize elementary school athletics in the 
Abilene School system.39 In 1966, a Pete Shotwell Appreciation Day was held 
in Abilene and the announcement was made that the Abilene Public Schools 
Stadium would be renamed in his honor.40 He was inducted into the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1972. He died August 2, 1978.41 

Dr. and Mrs. J.M. Estes were great supporters of Simmons. The school 
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social event of the fall season was the annual football banquet hosted for several 
years by Dr. and Mrs. Estes at the downtown Grace Hotel. Two hundred 
guests including members of the football teams, coaches, the Cowboy Band, 
the pep leaders and squad, and some longstanding supporters of the com- 
munity attended. In 1926, the Simmons Cowboys won their first Texas 
Conference championship. They were coached by P. E. Shotwell with Victor 
Payne assisting. The team won the championship again in 1927. The Texas 
Conference for Football became the Texas Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
in the late twenties. In 1928, Frank Bridges was named Athletic Director, 
and the football team finished second in the Conference. That year the team 
barely lost to SMU and scored a 3-0 victory over the University of Texas team 
at Fair Park Stadium in Abilene. Bridges stayed only one year, although the 
school finished second in the Conference. 

Les Cranfill began his coaching career as a backfield coach in 1926, and 
three years later, he was named Athletic Director and head football and 
basketball coach. He then led the Cowboys to five Texas Conference cham- 
pionships in basketball and one in football. To attract larger crowds, he had 
lights installed on the field in the summer of 1929, making Simmons one 
of the first schools in Texas equipped for night games. In 1967, he was inducted 
into the Texas High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame.42 

The first football player to focus national attention on the school was 
Carl Peay, a three-sport letterman. In 1933, he was named to the United Press 
International All-American Honorable Mention football team, putting Simmons 
University beside such names as Pittsburgh, Notre Dame, and Stanford. 

Frank Kimbrough was a four-sport letterman and All Texas Conference 
quarterback during his playing days at Simmons College from 1922-25. He 
returned as head coach to lead the Cowboys in the most success the team 
had enjoyed in the history of the University. His teams played the toughest 
opponents he could schedule. During his six-year tenure, the Cowboys won 
84 percent of their games, compiled 2 undefeated seasons, and had undefeated 
strings of 12 and 19 contests. 

In 1935, the Cowboys earned a trip to the inaugural Sun Bowl in El Paso, 
and went again in 1937, when they beat Texas College of Mines 34-6 before 
a crowd of several thousand. The 1937 team became the first HSU squad 
in the "modern era" of football to go undefeated with an 8-0-1 record.43 

Kimbrough coached T. Burns McKinney, who was selected for the Little All- 
American first team as a senior, the first athlete so honored in the history 
of the school. After college, McKinney was an outstanding referee in the 
Southwest Conference. 
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Kimbrough also coached Eddie Sprinkle and Clyde "Bulldog" Turner, 
who made the Associated Press Little Ail-American and the New York Sun's 
All American teams in 1939. Turner played in the Shrine East-West game 
and was the first small college player to gain a starting berth in the College 
All-Star game. He played twelve years for the Chicago Bears in the National 
Football League. He was inducted into the Helms NAIA Hall of Fame in 1951, 
the National Football Foundations Hall of Fame in 1961, and the NFL Hall 
of Fame in 1966. Turner was inducted into the HSU Hall of Fame in 1979.44 

Having made quite a name for himself at HSU, Frank Kimbrough was hired 
away by Baylor University in 1940. 

Otis Crowell played football from 1934-36 as a tackle and was known 
as "Giant Tackle" and "Mountain Proportioned Tackle." Crowell was inducted 
into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990 along with one of his teammates, 
Carrol Benson. Benson played football and basketball, and for many years 
was a coach in Merkel.45 

Truett Rattan was a member of the 1940 undefeated and untied Cowboy 
football team. He played one year at New Mexico Junior College before 
transferring to Hardin-Simmons. He was named All-Border Conference and 
honorable mention Associated Press All- American in 1940 and Little All 
American in 1941. He was vice president of the Hardin-Simmons Club and 
played forward on the basketball team. He was posthumously inducted into 
the HSU Hall of Fame in 1986. Coach Warren Woodson called Rattan the 
best college tackle he had ever coached.46 Another member of the 1940 team 
was H.C. Burris, a three-year starter in football, who won three letters in 
basketball and tennis. He was named to the Small College Ail-American team 
in 1941. He was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985.47 

Baseball was played from the time the school opened. The college team 
of 1909 won the West Texas Baseball Championship by defeating Howard 
Payne 6-1. In 1914, Roy Bradley batted .477. Bradley began coaching bas- 
ketball and baseball in 1917 when Coach H. D. Martin went to war and 
remained after Martin returned in 1919. As coach for 1916-17, Bradley won 
11 of 14 basketball games and 13 of 16 baseball games. Bradley and Martin 
were required to teach physical education classes as well as attend to their 
coaching duties. Cran Hardin became the first renowned relief pitcher and 
Jesse F. "T-Bone" Winters played his first year of baseball. He was a pitcher 
and utility fielder. After leaving college, Winters played professional baseball 
with the New York Giants. He was a former mayor of Abilene in the middle 
1950s and the large loop around Abilene was named Winters Freeway in 
his honor. Winters was inducted into the HSU Hall of Fame in 1990.48 
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Irvin Compere, who later played professional baseball, Argo Davis, and 
Carl Coke Rister were other outstanding ball players.49 Rister worked his way 
through school by tailoring men's clothes in a little shop he called "Simmons 
Corner" just off campus.50 He became such a fine baseball player that he 
considered making baseball a career, but after graduating with honors, he 
became an instructor in history at Simmons. He studied to earn an M.A. and 
continued to teach at Simmons at the same time. He pursued a Ph.D. degree 
at George Washington University in 1925. He was soon acknowledged as 
an academic scholar for his several books concerning history of the south- 
western United States including The Greater Southwest, which he co-authored 
with Rupert N. Richardson.51 It was a loss to the school when Dr. Rister left 
to head the History Department at the University of Oklahoma, where he 
enjoyed a brilliant career. 

In 1921, Wayne "Lefty" Middleton was chosen as one of the two best 
pitchers in Texas and was given a tryout with the Cleveland Indians. In 1926, 
the first "no hitter" was thrown by Bob Potter of Roscoe, Texas, in defeating 
Dallas University 4-0.52 

In 1924, the question arose whether tennis should become a major sport 
at HSU. Gib Sandefer, Arthur Holt, and Guy Caldwell all played in 1925; 
the tennis team won its first conference title in 1926. Raymond De Berry won 
the second consecutive Texas Conference Singles Championship in 1929, and 
the tennis team record of games was 5-1. In dual matches in 1933, the school 
record was 4-1, losing the conference meet to Austin College. M. M. Ballard 
was one of the champions of the thirties. Willard Foster won the Texas 
Conference Singles Crown in 1936. 

Golf was adopted as an official sport in the Texas Conference in 1932. 
Twelve golfers came out to practice on the Crescent golf course under the 
direction of Professor D.W. Arnette. 

In 1938, Archery was added to the sports schedule on campus. Athletics 
at Simmons certainly brought glory to the name of the school, and many 
of the student athletes went on to bring further honor to themselves and to 
the University. 

BUILDINGS 

Sandefer's term progressed solidly and three buildings grew to twelve, 
representing an investment of ^ over $1 million and an endowment growth 
from $30,000 to $500,000. 

In 1911, the buildings on campus were connected by 2,000 feet of cement 
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walks and a Macadam driveway of 3,000 feet circling in front of the buildings. 
The 1916 class donated a concrete walk to stretch from the new administration 
building all the way across to the Simmons Supply store. Years later, the class 
of 1930 gave money to build more sidewalks.53 

By 1913, Abilene Hall, a new administrative building with a chapel to 
seat 600, classroom space, and a bookstore was erected at a cost of $40,000. 
The architects for the building were Hughes and Olds Architectural Firm. 
The photos indicate an attractive building with several pillars at the wide 
entrance.64 A fire ruined the building on February 10, 1947. 

In 1916, Mary Frances Hall, a beautiful red brick structure finished with 
white stone, and large white pillars at the entrance, was built at a cost of 
$50,000. It was named after the wives of Colonel C. W. Merchant and Colonel 
J. H. Parramore, who each gave a few thousand dollars to encourage the 
community to get behind the project. Although the Parramore gift was 
significantly larger, the gesture was just one of several gifts which indicated 
the strong friendship the Merchants and Parramores felt for each other as 
well as for the school. The large reception area had shining oak floors and 
twin fireplaces. The high ceilings hovered over a wide stairway—used in the 
photographs of many brides. This building was converted from use as a 
women's dormitory to office use in the summer of 1954.54 Twenty-six years 
later, after every attempt was made to restore the building, it was razed because 
of severe structural damage. Only the towering oak trees around it remain 
to shade the newly built Johnson Building erected on the same site in 1990. 

In 1918, Edgar L. Marston of New York City became the largest donor 
for a desperately needed gymnasium, later named for him. Marston Gym- 
nasium was built on the pattern of the YMCA gyms of the day (1918) with 
bleacher seats on the second floor and balcony which surrounded the bas- 
ketball court. When not used for games, it could ,seat four hundred people. 
The first floor had offices and dressing rooms on one half with a swimming 
pool taking up the other half. New floors were installed, but it was still usable 
in the sixties with physical education activity going on twelve months of the 
year.55 Remodelling was done in 1977 and again in 1985 because the building 
was worth saving. Architects for the remodeling were Tittle, Luther and Loving. 
It is now the oldest building on campus, though it is refaced with new brick 
and connected with the new Mabee Physical Education Complex. 

In the fall of 1918, Smith Hall was taken over as a government barracks 
and used to house male students. The young women rooming there moved 
to Cowden Hall.56 Smith Hall was condemned by city inspectors in April, 
1952, so it was evacuated and demolished that summer.57 
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In 1918-19 Simmons Science Hall was built around the walls and 
foundation of the original "Old Main" building of 1892. It was a large, well- 
equipped building constructed at a cost of $181,000. The building contained 
physical, chemical, and biological laboratories, professors' offices and lecture 
rooms, and the offices of the President, Dean, and Secretary-Treasurer.58 

Ferguson Hall, dedicated to Mrs. W. P. Ferguson, was erected in 1926 
at a cost of $175,000. It was three stories, 25,800 square feet, built on the 
"Oxford plan" with separate entries to different suites, and able to accom- 
modate about 125 men. A lobby was added in 1940 and remodeling in 1953 
cost $150,000. Closed for three or four years prior to 1969, it was reopened 
after being equipped with heating and air conditioning. Ferguson Hall, located 
on the west side of campus across from Mabee Athletic Center, is now a 
women's dormitory. In the eighties, the exterior was restyled and new carpet 
and new furnishings were installed.59 Architects for Ferguson Hall were F. 
C. Olds, Landes, and Campbell. 

In 1924, a president's home was constructed at the entrance of the campus, 
built at a cost of $18,000. The architect for this building was David Castle.60 

Dr. and Mrs. J.D. Sandefer were the first residents. It was eventually named 
Grace Sandefer Compere Hall, honoring the eldest daughter of J.D. Sandefer. 
Truett and Grace (Sandefer) Compere were the first couple of many to be 
married there. With each incoming president, there were slight renovations. 
When a new president's home was built on the opposite side of the campus, 
Compere Hall was remodeled with a gift from the W. A. Streich family of 
Wichita Falls. It was the Development Center until 1977. In 1978, the building 
housed the offices of the Abilene Baptist Association and the International 
Language Institute. Mr. Ed Compere (son of Grace Sandefer Compere and 
the grandson of President Sandefer) funded a modernization and remodeling 
again. The building was then used by the Division of Religion and Philosophy, 
next by News and Information and Campus Security, and in 1990 as the 
office of University Relations and Alumni Relations. 

Two other buildings from this period are now razed. The "Cowboy Corral," 
a gymnasium, was a wooden structure built in 1926 at a cost of $8,000. It 
stood where the present ROTC building now stands. The Senior Class 
attempted to sponsor the cost, but because the class was never able to secure 
sufficient funds, CM. Caldwell finally assumed the debt. With a seating 
capacity of 1,600 and a floor space of 80 by 110 feet, Simmons had one of 
the best covered basketball courts in Texas.61 

Parramore Field, built in 1916, became Parramore Stadium in 1928 after 
the addition of more bleachers.62 Because of the elimination of football, the 
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bleachers were dismantled and eventually removed. When football was reinstated 
in 1990, plans were announced to build another stadium on the site. 

The first cafeteria, nicknamed "The Beanery," was built in 1927 and a 
large kitchen was added in 1947.63 

A temporary wooden, tabernacle-like structure was erected between Anna 
Hall and Old Main in 1911 to be used for chapel assemblies. Seating seven 
hundred people, it was used until a chapel building was completed in 1928. 
Mrs. W. J. Behrens contributed to improvements to the building in 1946 that 
increased the seating to 1,800. The ceiling over the stage was raised, the exterior 
was finished with limestone, and a tower for chimes was constructed over 
the front entrance.64 The building was renamed Behrens Chapel. W. J. Behrens, 
a pioneer life insurance man, served for many years on the Board of Trustees. 
When he died in 1940, his wife, Grace, became a trustee because of the couple's 
longstanding interest in the school. 

The CM. Caldwell family has been important to the University for 
generations, supporting it with their time, prayers, and money. Born in 1880 
in Palo Pinto County, Clifton Mott Caldwell dropped out of school at age 
thirteen to help his parents on the farm. He soon was sent to Colorado City 
to live with an uncle so that he could re-enter school. The Caldwell family 
moved from Gordon to Breckenridge when he was sixteen. On their first 
Sunday in Breckenridge "the word got around that four boys from the country 
were going to join the church, and the girls came to look us over," said Caldwell. 
One of those girls, a Presbyterian, Cora Belle Keathley, became his wife in 
1901 and became a Southern Baptist in 1904. They soon had three children 
named Guy, Mildred, and Agnes. 

The family moved to Austin in 1908 with their three children so that 
CM. could obtain his law degree at the University of Texas. He received 
his degree in 1911. Cora worked hard, looking after the children and caring 
for the boarders they took in to their rented home near the campus. 

In 1911, they returned to Breckenridge, where Caldwell began to practice 
law. At thirty-one, he became the Stephens County attorney, a post he held 
for four years. In 1915, he made his first oil investment, and by 1917, as 
the oil boom in nearby Ranger grew, he and a close friend, Breck S. Walker, 
formed an oil company with a capitalization of $1,500,000 with offices in 
Breckenridge and Fort Worth. After the Ranger boom, there was an oil boom 
in Breckenridge. Caldwell and his partner were so successful they were able 
to diversify, principally into farm and ranch operations.65 

In 1922, the family moved to Abilene and the city soon benefited in many 
ways. The Caldwells donated land they owned on which Hendrick Hospital 
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was built. They paid the entire $105,000, the largest gift to that date, for 
the building of the music hall at Simmons College, which was completed 
in 1924. Designed by architect David Castle, the building provided lecture 
rooms, studios for music and art, and a college museum. When the building 
was finished, CM. would not allow it to be called by the family name, because 
he wished to avoid publicity for charitable deeds. Twenty-three years later, 
in 1943, Rupert Richardson, then acting President of HSU, named the titleless 
building the "Caldwell Fine Arts Building." In the late fifties, "Judge" Caldwell 
also paid for the building renovations, which unfortunately concealed the 
original interior design on the second floor. A north two-story wing was added. 
The lower floor became the band hall and the upper floor was used as a recital 
hall. 

Caldwell was active in civic affairs during both World Wars. While in 
Stephens County, he chaired the War Loan Drive in WWI, and he was 
appointed to the same post for Taylor County during WWII. He helped raise 
over $40 million in war bonds and stamps. Caldwell was first appointed to 
the Board of Trustees of the College in 1919. He served for fifteen years as 
its chairman. For over forty years, he served on the boards of Citizens National 
Bank in Abilene and the Abilene Savings Association.66 As a founding director 
of the Brazos River Authority, he set guidelines and practices which were 
responsible for the series of dams and lakes on the Brazos River, including 
Lake Possum Kingdom.67 Caldwell received many honors from varied sources. 
He served on the Board of Regents at the University of Texas as well as the 
Board of Directors of the Texas and Pacific Railroad. 

The couple were not only outstanding citizens, but were also distinguished 
by their genuinely Christian behavior and respected for their work in First 
Baptist Church. Mrs. Caldwell financed the education of many girls at Hardin- 
Simmons University and of students attending Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. She also served as President of District 17 Women's Missionary 
Union of Texas. Mrs. Caldwell died in 1950 in Abilene. 

The Boy Scouts of America, Texas Heritage Foundation, West Texas 
Chamber of Commerce, State Fair of Texas, Hendrick Hospital, and the Abilene 
Fat Stock Show all honored Judge Caldwell. He was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree from Hardin-Simmons University and remained a 
member of the Board of Trustees of both the university and Hendrick Memorial 
Hospital until 1965, when he chose to retire at age eighty-five. He remained 
as a senior advisory trustee until his death on August 10, 1968.68 His son, 
the late Guy Caldwell, and daughter-in-law, Jeanette (Tippit) Caldwell, were 
graduates of Simmons. After a lifetime of service to the University they were 
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presented the Distinguished Alumni Award in 1981, the first couple ever to 
receive the award jointly. Daughter Mildred (Caldwell) Touchstone is de- 
ceased. Agnes (Caldwell) Beckham, another daughter, resides in Abilene, is 
active in First Baptist Church, volunteers at Hendrick Medical Center, and 
has served several terms on the University Board of Trustees and the Board 
of Development. The legacy of this family has been memorialized in the brick 
and mortar they helped fund to make the campus an attractive and functional 
one. 

ENROLLMENT AND FUNDING 

The University teetered on the brink of bankruptcy many times through 
these three decades and was sustained only by faith in God's promises and 
the dedication of hundreds of individuals. The annual giving from churches 
of the city and area has been vital to the University budget through the years. 
Millard A. Jenkens, pastor of First Baptist Church of Abilene for thirty-two 
years, was highly revered for many reasons, including his concern for the 
University and its financial needs. Jenkens was nationally known as the author 
of many books published by the Broadman Press of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, he was well loved by his congregation, and he gave guidance 
to countless ministerial and lay students of the College. At the very first church 
meeting held after Jenkens assumed leadership, he included in the agenda 
a proposal for regular support for the College: 

The first business conference held by the church after Millard came 
to Abilene was on December 1, 1915. In this conference the matter 
of giving a definite part of the annual church budget to Simmons 
College for its operating expense was presented. The church began 
a pattern in that meeting which has continued throughout the years. 
The recommendation was accepted and this has been done every year 
since.69 

The school has depended greatly on gifts from many churches, individu- 
als, and foundations to balance its annual budget. These funds were never 
taken for granted and were gratefully received. 

In 1919, the Southern Baptist Convention organized a $75,000,000 
campaign at the annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia. The idea was to raise 
money to help all denominational causes, but to help the schools in the South 
in particular. At the executive meeting of the State Convention in 1920 in 
Dallas, it was reported that $16 million of this money would be handled by 
Texas Baptists when it was raised. Simmons College was urged to come into 



Six 124 

the campaign with the promise that they would receive $500,000, the sum 
to be paid in amounts of $ 100,000 annually. The State Board assured President 
Sandefer and the Board that it would be safe to go ahead and spend $250,000 
to pay off a small indebtedness carried on the newly completed Science 
Building, and to carry on with further building. From the outset, it was against 
the better judgment of the local board and of President Sandefer to associate 
with the campaign, since no one connected with it was supposed to solicit 
money for his own school for a period of five years. When the campaign 
ran its course, Simmons received less than $140,000, only a small amount 
more than the First Baptist Church of Abilene itself gave to the Campaign. 
Meanwhile, the trustees had borrowed money at eight percent interest on 
their $250,000 promise; when they were eventually awarded less than half 
that amount, the school was left heavily in debt.70 

The Education Board of New York had promised $100,000 if the school 
would raise $200,000 by January 1, 1925. Professor Lucien Campbell, head 
of the Department of English, gave an excellent speech to faculty and students 
in December of 1924 titled "College Loyalty." At the close of this chapel period, 
President Sandefer mentioned that he was hoping to raise a few large gifts 
and begin the student drive later in the week. To everyone's surprise, pledges 
began immediately, and the assembly time continued for over two and one 
half hours. More than $37,000 in pledges were received. As the day went 
on, other faculty and absent students gave a total of $40,000. "This is the 
greatest day in the history of Simmons," said Sandefer.71 

When the title "Simmons College" was changed to "Simmons University" 
in 1925, the Catalogue gave some promotional statistics: 

This university [meaning as of the time of title change] began its history 
with property in grounds, buildings, laboratories, libraries, and other 
equipment valued at above $800,000, income from half a million 
dollars endowment, more than a thousand students and many thousands 
of graduates, exstudents [sic], and friends at home and abroad - 
inherited from Simmons College. 

That year there were 1,263 students enrolled.72 Church-related schools 
were struggling to maintain enrollment since more and more students were 
attending the more recently opened state-supported schools, which were more 
affordable and less restrictive. Enrollment in the late thirties was holding at 
slightly over 1,100 students.73 This pattern continued, as indicated in the 
statement from the 1940 Catalogue report on Christian Education. 

The need for endowed scholarships and loans became critical. By 1930, 
several loan funds had been set up by individuals, or in honor of individuals. 
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Money was loaned to students at five percent per year with the severe restriction 
that the note must be co-signed by two other people whose moral and financial 
status could be verified.74 Tuition had to continue to increase although it had 
always remained lower than at many other private schools, and Simmons 
provided more scholarship help than most. 

The school always struggled financially due to relatively small enroll- 
ments, private rather than government funding, and the commitment to 
educating students who intended to serve as pastors and missionaries. The 
children of these preachers and missionaries were welcomed at a lower cost 
than for other students, but the result was that the school fell further and 
further behind financially. In October of 1931, a motion was made that the 
President, along with CM. Caldwell, Judge T. M. Wagstaff, and the college 
business manager J. T. Haney, send a petition to the Secretary of State. Sandefer 
and the trustees realized that the Charter of the University needed to be 
amended so that these men who had the legal responsibility of the school 
would be able to execute a mortgage and create a lien on the property of 
the institution or any part thereof, to secure any indebtedness due by Simmons 
University, or to borrow money for the benefit of the University.76 

The November 21,1931, minutes show that board members were carrying 
$140,191 in notes, and George S. Anderson made the motion that the trustees 
ask the alumni to raise one-half of the total indebtedness or approximately 
$157,000, and that the trustees do their best to raise the other half. For the 
first fifty years of the school's history, there were never more than twenty- 
six members of the Board of Trustees. (In 1990 there were forty-two appointed 
members.) Most, if not all, of these men felt a personal responsibility to 
underwrite any school debts which could not be paid otherwise, to promote 
the school by letter and speech, to encourage financial interest from their 
friends, and to encourage prospective students to consider HSU. A "Dollar- 
a-Month" club was begun by alumni and ex-students who agreed to give at 
least a dollar per month indefinitely to help decrease the school's financial 
deficit. 

As the University became affected by a nationwide depression, faculty 
salaries were reduced by ten percent for the year 1931-32, and the next year 
by thirty percent. Even with that reduction the University was able to pay 
salaries only five of the nine months that year. By 1933, t^e school was in 
desperate financial straits. On August 31, 1933, despite their own individual 
financial struggles, forty-three faculty and staff members donated all back 
salaries owed to them.77 In 1990 dollars, the total amount would be worth 
approximately $300,000. In an unusually Christ-like action, the forty-three 
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people signed a statement which declared the following: 
Realizing the nature of the financial difficulties under which Simmons 
University has labored for the past few years and realizing further that 
the University will not be able to meet the amount of salaries to 
employees and faculty which is past due, we, the members of the faculty 
and the employees of Simmons University, hereby relinquish and 
contribute to the University all salaries up until August 31, 1933. 

President Sandefer was the first to sign. Following his example, virtually 
all the key staff and faculty members signed the statement.78 The original signed 
statement is framed and on display in Ellis Center. 

Not everyone suffered during the economic downturn of the time, 
however. T. G. Hendrick was a rancher and a businessman who amassed 
eight huge ranches in West Texas and New Mexico between 1890 and 1935. 
Tom and his wife, Ida, had one son born early in the 1890s on their ranch 
in New Mexico, but he lived only three or four years. Biographers differ on 
whether the boy died of dysentery or diptheria. Sadly, the couple had no 
other children. Hendrick organized three successful banks in Odessa, in 1907, 
1908 and 1932, serving as president of each. According to his biographer, 
Oscar Kimsey Bowen,79 Judge Hendrick was facing possible bankruptcy in 
-the mid-twenties. As early as 1919, he had leased a large portion of his ranch 
for oil and gas production, but his drilling efforts turned out to be a poor 
risk until November 6, 1926 when the No. 1 T.G. Hendrick brought in the 
first oil. From then on, the Hendricks were on their way to riches, which 
they shared for the benefit of many in West Texas. 

In 1939, the Hendrick Home for Children was formally opened in Abilene, 
supported by a foundation the Hendricks established. When the West Texas 
Sanitarium had been in financial trouble in 1935 the Hendricks had rescued 
it, and the Sanitarium trustees renamed it Hendrick Medical Center in 1937.80 

The couple had agreed to donate in cash the sum of $100,000 to Hardin- 
Simmons University to pay its outstanding debt.81 Their larger contribution 
to the University, however, came from the many children who grew up at 
Hendrick Home and enrolled in the University, and from the great convenience 
all HSU students have enjoyed by having a hospital nearby when medical 
emergencies arise. 

The very first President's Annual Report was written in 1938 by Professor 
Richardson since Sandefer's health was declining, and it is evident that the 
school was beginning to recover from the depression. A high amount of student 
aid was given to ministers, including minister's wives. Allowances given to 
honor graduates showed a substantial increase. Many members of the Cowboy 
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Band had gone through college on scholarships, but the funds for them had 
decreased as had service scholarships, so alumni began helping in these areas. 
More than one hundred students benefited from federal aid in amounts ranging 
from $67.50 to $135 per year, a small help, at least.82 

Because the school maintained a very broad curriculum for a school its 
size, and because there were small numbers of students in each class, the 
cost of instruction was always correspondingly greater than in many schools. 
Although the school had been in operation for nearly fifty years, a full schedule 
was taught by most administrative officers including the president, executive 
vice-president, dean of the University, assistant dean, dean of student life, 
dean of the school of fine arts, and dean of women. Salaries for both staff 
and faculty at this time were only about two-thirds of salaries at the state 
schools. The average salary for faculty in 1937 was $ 1,800, equivalent to about 
$19,000 nowadays.83 

A teachers' retirement plan was adopted by the faculty for the first time 
in 1939 but was not approved by the Board of Trustees. Rupert N. Richardson, 
Executive Vice-President, made known that national and state legislation had 
been enacted in most industries and professions, and the people of Texas 
had voted in a system of retirement benefits for teachers in state colleges and 
public schools. Richardson could always be counted on to urge Board members 
to give serious thought to salary raises and other benefits for those working 
at the college, and he suggested on this occasion that they give serious thought 
to some adequate and satisfactory form of retirement. 

The athletic record of the school was generally quite satisfactory, but the 
auditor's report on the athletic program revealed heavy losses. Most schools 
subsidized athletics, but in state schools contributions of outside supporters 
sustained the athletic program. "Unfortunately, in Hardin-Simmons the burden 
of sustaining the athletic program is thrown back on the school almost 
wholly."84 This accumulating deficit continued without sufficient response 
for twenty years longer, until football had to be dropped in 1964.85 

The economy of the country and Hardin-Simmons University improved 
dramatically at the onset of World War II. New money was generated, more 
jobs were created, and standards of living improved. New and larger student 
scholarships were funded, beginning in 1939. The Women's Missionary 
Unions of the district contributed nearly $1,000 toward scholarships for 
students planning to work in some sort of religious service after graduation. 
Several other friends of the school added $2,000, and altogether the University 
gave $8,000 toward scholarships of this kind.86 Catalogues of the period 
indicate that scholarships were expanded to aid students in most of the major 
study areas. 
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CONCLUSION 

The fiftieth anniversary was properly celebrated during the academic year 
of 1940-41. A Semi-Centennial committee was formed and a plan discussed 
for suitable programs to be held, "fitting tribute and recognition of those dead 
and to those living whose services and money contributed to the founding 
and on-going of Hardin-Simmons University."87 A Symposium on Education 
and Evangelism was held on Founders Day weekend in April. Benefactors 
Day was held in May in honor of John G. and Mary C. Hardin. 

The one lone wooden building standing on acres of prairie grass some 
miles from the rest of the tiny railroad town had expanded to a landscaped 
campus which included tennis courts, a track, a graveled driveway, concrete 
walks, and twelve sturdy brick buildings. 

In 1891, the fledgling institution and its tiny faculty had fewer than 
one hundred students attending classes from grade one to middle high school. 
Fifty years later, the University offered both undergraduate and graduate 
degrees, correspondence and special course offerings. The faculty had grown 
from five to forty-seven, and the student enrollment had multiplied tenfold. 
The population of West Texas was still small, but college students enrolled 
from several states and from overseas. The strict Baptist roots were still very 
much in evidence, but the restrictions were more than compensated for by 
the spiritual stability, the personal interest given to students by an immea- 
surably loyal faculty, and the campus activities, which included visitors from 
all over the world who gave the best of performances in music and lecture. 
"Town and gown" mixed well, and the two newer denominational schools 
enjoyed the good relationship with the community which Hardin-Simmons 
had begun. By 1940, the city had become the home of three solid academic 
institutions including Abilene Christian College (supported by the Church 
of Christ congregations), and McMurry (Methodist) College; the townspeople 
supported the schools well, and enjoyed the benefits the colleges brought 
to Abilene. 



Seven  
Changes Under Three New Presidents 

T, he year 1940, which marked the 
passing of President J. D. Sandefer, also saw Franklin D. Roosevelt elected 
as President of the United States for a third term. Sir Winston Churchill became 
Prime Minister of Britain and by his wise decisions established himself as 
one of the world's great leaders beginning with the Battle of Britain. The 
bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, brought America into the 
war. By the next year the Holocaust had begun. "V.E. Day" on May 8, 1945, 
marked the end of the war in Europe, but the frightful atomic bombs were 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on August 6 and 9. Japan was forced 
to surrender, and World War II finally ended on August 14, 1945. 

The following year one of many peace-keeping attempts was made when 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., donated $8.5 million to the United Nations for the 
site of the permanent headquarters in New York City. The country of India 
gained independence from Britain in 1947. In 1948, Queen Wilhelmina 
abdicated the throne to allow her daughter, Juliana, to be crowned Queen 
of the Netherlands. The first World Health Assembly met in Geneva, and 
the State of Israel was born that year and admitted to the United Nations 
in 1949. 

For the first time penicillin was being used successfully to treat chronic 
disease, thirty million families owned radios in the United States, and more 
than one million war veterans enrolled in colleges across the country under 
the "GI Bill of Rights." 
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During the decade of the fifties, the fear of Communism spread across 
America like the worst of wildfires. Senator Joseph McCarthy increased this 
fear by telling President Truman that the State Department was riddled with 
Communists and their sympathizers, and for a few years many Americans 
of high profile lost their jobs and reputations. Before the world had had time 
to regain stability, the Korean War began in 1950 and some of America's 
young men were drafted to fight again. On the positive side, illiteracy in 
America was at an all-time low of 3.2 percent, streptomycin and other 
antibiotics were being produced and made available to the public, and the 
Nobel Peace Prize was won in 1952 by the renowned philanthropist, Albert 
Schweitzer. The Korean armistice was signed in 1953 and Americans again 
aimed toward peace and prosperity.1 

Encircled by these events of worldwide proportion were the events which 
shaped West Texas and Abilene. W. P. "Dub" Wright, president of the local 
Chamber of Commerce in 1940, along with his excellent committee, continued 
with the same zeal as their predecessors to convince officials in Washington 
that Abilene would make a good site for a military camp, an obvious economic 
benefit to the city and surrounding area. 

William Parker Wright was born in 1905 and moved from Houston to 
Abilene in 1935. While studying at Baylor University as a young man, Wright 
married Lillian Bruyere and the couple had three children, W. P. (Bill) Jr., 
Gayle W. (Gray), and Linda W. (Abel). After working for the Gulf Oil Refinery 
Company for twenty-six years, he joined Conoco Incorporated. W. P. Wright, 
Jr., upon graduation from the University of Texas, joined the company and 
together in 1955, he and his father formed Western Marketing, Incorporated. 
Not only were W. P. and Bill the only father and son to hold the position 
of President of the Abilene Chamber of Commerce, but they were the first 
father and son to receive the award of Outstanding Citizen of Abilene. 

In 1941, "Dub" Wright joined the Board of Trustees of Citizens Bank 
where he remained a board member for thirty-five years. In 1945, he became 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of HSU. Although Wright never attended 
HSU as a student, he served the school longer than anyone else as Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees. The U. S. Air Force awarded their highest civilian 
award to Wright in 1963 after twenty-three years of service; he had been 
instrumental in the establishment and development of three major military 
installations in the central West Texas region including Abilene's Dyess Air 
Force Base, and in maintaining harmonious relations between the bases and 
their communities. Voted as one of the "Movers and Shakers of Abilene," W.P. 
Wright made an essential difference to the life of the city and of HSU.2 
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On November 16, 1940, the Chamber announced that the city had taken 
an option on 2,000 acres of land about ten miles southwest of Abilene. Two 
weeks later, the local headlines announced that Congress would locate a 
military base on the acreage if Abilenians could raise $125,000 over the next 
seven days to buy the land. The whole town rallied around the project. Every 
time a sizeable amount was donated that week, a city fire engine clanged 
down the street towards a huge wooden thermometer posted on a downtown 
street corner. Firemen climbed up ladders with a bucket of red paint to draw 
a new red line each day, and in one week the donations had more than topped 
the thermometer to the cheers of the city fathers and most citizens. On 
December 7, 1940, the next announcement was that the 45th Infantry, a 
National Guard Division, would train on the property the city had purchased. 
Men, women, and boys went to work to prepare the camp for the troops 
to arrive in three months. The soldiers lived in tents until barracks were built 
in 1941. "Camp Barkeley, built to house 20,000 soldiers, had as many as 
60,000 in training at one time or other during World War II."3 The impact 
on Abilene was felt by everyone. Rents doubled and tripled; new buildings 
and businesses thrived; theaters, restaurants, and dance halls prospered. By 
the time the war ended, many of the men who trained at Camp Barkeley 
married Abilene girls and returned to the city to live, making the town's 
investment worthwhile. 

When HSU's President Sandefer died in the spring of 1940, the trustees 
of the school urged Dean L. Q. Campbell to serve as interim president. 
Campbell was a highly trusted Christian gentleman and convincing orator, 
as well as a fine professor and a respected dean who had been at the school 
for many years. 

LUCIEN QUITMAN CAMPBELL: ACTING PRESIDENT, 1940. 

An alumnus of Tulane University, L. Q. Campbell had received the 
Master's degree at the University of Texas and came to teach English at 
Simmons College in 1917. He was an important addition to those interested 
in speech and debate because he had served as Acting Head of the Department 
of Public Speaking at the University of Oklahoma and as Director of the State 
High School Debating League of Oklahoma.4 In 1920, he married a native 
of Cheneyville, Louisiana, who was a graduate of Louisiana State Normal (now 
Northwestern State College) at Natchitoches, Louisiana. His wife, Mary, joined 
him at Simmons and taught freshman history for several months. Lucien's 
sister, Irma Campbell, taught English for many years at Hardin-Simmons; 
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therefore, many students in this era benefited from this one family. In 1926, 
the couple moved from Abilene for Professor Campbell to become Dean of 
Mississippi Women's College for ten years. They returned to Abilene in 1936, 
and Campbell was appointed Dean of Liberal Arts. The couple had one child, 
Maryanna, a member of the 1940 graduating class. Maryanna (Mark) taught 
for many years at Abilene High School and continues to reside in Abilene. 

Dean Campbell was often called on to speak both at Chapel assemblies 
and in the community because of his ability to communicate succinctly and 
to inspire his listeners. He believed in Christian education as an ideal and 
defended it at every opportunity. Many former students still remember his 
admonishing them during the last Chapel assembly before every Christmas 
to integrate their Christian principles with their lifestyle by behaving like adults 
when they went home. They were to help their parents with chores, resist 
the temptation to sleep late, and show appreciation for and consideration 
to other family members.5 

When Dr. J. D. Sandefer became more and more confined to his home 
through illness, the trustees spoke to Rupert N. Richardson, Professor of 
History at HSU, about becoming the next president. When he declined, they 
had approached W. R. White, a pastor in Oklahoma City. After Sandefer's 
death, White vacillated for some months between his pastoral concerns and 
the prospective challenge of academic administration. Dean Campbell agreed 
to the post as acting president, after receiving assurances that a committee 
would continue to search for the best successor for the position. In accepting 
the short-term responsibility he responded: 

Needless to say, I am conscious of the heavy responsibilities that 
devolve on the acting president. My major objectives will be to make 
as light as possible the burdens of the president who is to be elected, 
and to maintain the high level of Christian education which is the 
heritage of our institution. I urge every member of the Board of 
Trustees, every member of the faculty, and all alumni and exes to work 
with me for these objectives.6 

Campbell served in this interim position only slightly over two months 
before W. R. White came as president but continued for years after as Dean 
of Liberal Arts. The late Nena Kate (Ramsey) Lewis of Abilene, was a student 
in Campbell's class and admired him so much in her student days that she 
took nine courses under his tutelage. The funeral eulogy for Campbell when 
he died in 1945 included these comments: 

In his classes he provoked thought. He spent no time in vain argument, 
and ventilated no doubts as to his faith in God. He expounded great 
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universals. He propounded fundamentals. We remember him for his 
precision in discharging matters of business; his brisk walk; his 
extreme courtesy; his keen eyes; his firm convictions and his living 
faith in a Risen Lord. For him each minute was filled with sixty seconds 
worth of distance run. His life was as eloquent as a poem and a song.7 

His wife, Mary, joined the HSU library staff in a full-time capacity shortly 
after her husband's death. She served as serials and circulation librarian for 
almost twenty-two years and eventually became the bride of retired HSU Dean 
Robert A. Collins. Tragically, she suffered a heart attack during their hon- 
eymoon and died in the home of her new husband's daughter.8 The University 
staff and students felt keenly the loss of the contributions of Lucien and Mary 
Campbell. 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON WHITE: 
SEVENTH PRESIDENT, 1940-43 

W. R. "Billy" White was a completely different personality from Campbell— 
so informal that he identified with his new life and friends by wearing a 
freshman student beanie to all Chapel times for the first few weeks since he 
was "a freshman president," he said. White was appreciated for accepting the 
administrative reins despite his knowing that University Board members 
differed in their opinions as to who should have assumed the important post. 
He was gracious in coming in August of 1940. The trustees, led by J. D. 
Sandefer, Jr., then supported him unanimously. Enrollment was decreasing 
and continued to fall dramatically when the country was brought into war 
in 1941. White accepted the academic program presently in place when he 
arrived. He held the school together despite the depressing atmosphere in 
the country, the numbers of male students and faculty leaving for war, and 
the resulting vacancies in the classrooms. The football team lost many good 
players, the dwindling Cowboy Band reluctantly included female instrumen- 
talists, and the mostly female student population complained that "campus 
life was dull without the boys." 

White's father, Gipson White, was born in Texas. He was a member of 
a small active Baptist church and married a woman of French and Indian 
ancestry who was also a strong Christian. Their son, Billy, was born in 1892 
near Brownsboro, Texas in a little community called Leagueville.9 Gipson 
White died at the age of twenty-four, shortly after the birth of his son, and 
his wife died when Billy was only eight. When White was prodded about 
his early foundation, he remembered, 
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My first deep religious impression was made by my mother a few 
months before she died. She was sewing and making clothes and I 
came and sat on the floor and started a conversation with her . . . 
about God . . .so, she stopped her machine and talked to me . . .. 
1 was profoundly impressed by it. I can remember it very distinctly, 
even now.10 

At age nine, Billy was converted on the way home from a revival service 
at the Frankston church, and was baptized at age eleven (1903) in Caddo 
Creek, near Frankston.11 

White attended public school in Leagueville, and then attended a two- 
room school at Frankston. He gave credit for his love of learning to his early 
teachers. Miss Emma Reeves, who taught at both schools, took a great interest 
in him.12 Another teacher, Miss Vera Rutherford, took him aside, he recounts, 
and told him that he was capable of doing much better than he was doing: 

'Your grandma's rearing you and you're fortunate to have her,   but 
she's poor and what she does for you while she lives is  all she can 
leave you. You need to get ready to take care of yourself and to make 
something out of yourself and if you'll get down to study,    I'll 
recommend your promotion faster than you're being promoted at the 
present time . . ..'I took it seriously and it seemed to spark me. I 
admired her greatly.13 

In an interview many years later, White gave tribute to his grandmother 
to whom he felt a tremendous debt.14 Miss Mary Brown, another of White's 
teachers, followed her pupil's progress for many years, and when White became 
president of Baylor University, she came to Waco to attend his inauguration. 

After grade nine, White transferred to the Academy in Rusk, Texas, for 
tenth grade.15 Billy was very devout, a quality which caused him trouble with 
the other boys since the girls would compare the behaviors of their dates 
to White's manner of living and then remonstrate the other boys. While 
attending the academy, Billy suffered severe bronchial trouble. He was out 
of school six weeks, and the illness caused him to lose weight, which he could 
ill afford to do. He moved to the home of the principal of the academy where 
Principal Thompson and his wife cared for Billy so well that he gained fifteen 
pounds. 

When he regained his health, he began to preach in various churches 
and was ordained in 1910 in the Frankston Baptist Church on his eighteenth 
birthday. After completing the requirements of the academy, he enrolled at 
Baylor University, but in a few months he transferred to Howard Payne 
University since his health was poor again. He lived with Archie Taylor, a 
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cousin, in Brownwood for very little money so he would not have to expend 
his limited energies on extracurricular jobs to be able to afford to go to school. 
He was elected president of the student body at Howard Payne in his 
sophomore year and was on the debate team of the Erisophian Debating Society 
there. He won the coveted honor of being chosen as San Jacinto Day orator. 
On June 17, 1916, he married his cousin's stepdaughter, Edna V. Woods. 
She was a beautiful young woman who, at age sixteen, had seen much of 
Europe while studying piano. Edna had also earned a B.A. degree in Arts 
and Music at Mary Hardin-Baylor University in Belton.16 Despite all that had 
gone on in his life, White graduated in 1917 within the customary four years. 
World War I was going on when he graduated, so he enlisted and served 
as a chaplain.17 

In September, 1919, the Whites moved to Fort Worth where he earned 
a Master's degree in Theology at SWBTS, and eventually earned a Doctor of 
Theology degree (Th.D). In 1924, he became Head of the Missions Department. 
The Whites had no children but blessed the lives of many young people 
through pastoral and academic positions which brought them into close 
contact with literally hundreds of young adults. White made himself a wide 
reputation after he took the pastorate of First Baptist Church in Lubbock. 
His twenty minute "rapid fire" sermons drew crowds, and the congregation 
quickly outgrew the church.18 In 1929, he became executive secretary of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas and over the next few months he travelled 
over 90,000 miles.19 He pastored four years at Broadway Baptist Church in 
Fort Worth beginning in 1931. His next pastorate was at First Church in 
Oklahoma City for five years. 

W. R. White was not particularly enthusiastic about considering a more 
settled existence when the Board of Trustees of HSU extended their invitation 
to him. He was very pragmatic when he recalled the circumstances of his 
appointment. "So Hardin-Simmons was without a president and they had 
a younger group and an older group on the board. They could unite on me, 
but they'd get divided on anybody else, and Dr. J. D. Sandefer's two sons 
. . . were very interested in the ongoing of Hardin-Simmons and they were 
interested in me."20 

The Whites enjoyed people and were content in the ministry. While 
Lucien Campbell graciously accepted an interim appointment to the top 
administrative responsibilities, "Billy" White struggled with the idea of going 
into administrative academic life. Dr. and Mrs. White moved to Abilene in 
the late summer of 1940, but even after he took on the responsibilities of 
president, he kept returning to Oklahoma City to preach until they called 
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another pastor. Those months from August to December were exhausting for 
all concerned. 

Over a number of years the Board and the late President Sandefer had 
discussed the significant idea of affiliating the school with the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas. In 1940, the Board initiated discussions with the 
Sweetwater Association and the BGCT regarding a broadened association.21 

The mission of the University was expanding beyond its immediate envi- 
ronment and developing beyond its regional nature. The Sweetwater Association 
developed a resolution in response to the Board's action that the Convention 
take over the election of trustees while the Sweetwater Association reserved 
the process of nominating trustees to be considered. The University would 
maintain ownership and control of the school. On November 9, 1940, at 
the annual meeting of the BGCT, Dr. George Truett recommended that the 
BGCT approve a resolution that the affiliation with HSU be accepted with 
these conditions. The University officially joined the BGCT in 1941.22 

After the periodic visitation of the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools in 1974, the committee included in its report a declaration of the 
organization and administration of the University. 

The institution initiated a basic change in its charter in 1941 as it 
petitioned the Baptist General Convention of Texas to assume a 
parental relationship and to elect the members of its board of trustees. 

It is through the process of election of board members that the church 
exercises its control of the   university. The university is a private 
nonprofit corporation chartered under the laws of the State of Texas 
and is held as a legal entity by its board. The relationship between 
the university and the Baptist convention seems well-defined and 
appropriate. It is clear that the university is controlled by its board 
and not, technically, by the convention. The trustees, while elected 
by the convention, have been free from undue pressure from it. The 
only instance in recent years that had the appearance of undue 
influence was related to the convention nominating committee which 
sought to broaden the influence of ordained pastors on the board. 
This incident was passed without major issue as the membership of 
the board was increased from 36 to 42. In 1973-74, the clergy made 
up only one-sixth of the membership of the board.23 

To be a member of the HSU Board of Trustees presently, one must be 
a member of a church cooperating with the BGCT. Previous to this ruling, 
members represented several denominations, although all were professed 
Christians. All members must live in Texas. There are positive and negative 
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aspects to these regulations. The financial aid to the school which comes via 
the BGCT each year is beneficial, and bears strong testimony to the importance 
which has always been placed on Christian education by the Southern Baptist 
community of believers.24 

There is very little record of White's short tenure. After three years, White 
resigned as president of the University and accepted a position as Editorial 
Secretary to the Baptist National Sunday School Board. In his written notice 
of resignation, he commented on the opportunities for travel and writing in 
this new position. After only two years, however, he returned to Texas to 
pastor First Church, Austin and in 1948, he became the president of Baylor 
University where his tenure lasted until 1961.25 

During the course of his life, White married three times; his first two 
wives passed away. They were outstanding women who contributed much 
to his ministry. He continued to write and preach until his death in 1977 
at the age of eighty-four. He is survived by his third wife, Odera, who resides 
in Dallas, as well as his two half-brothers. 

The HSU Research Center holds one drawer of dozens and dozens of 
sermons White preached up until 1943, bearing vivid testimony to the spiritual 
energy of our seventh president. In a speech given at HSU, he used the 
scriptural metaphor "The salt of education is the Christian spirit, motive, and 
dynamic .... It takes Christian education to make all education safe for the 
world. Let us give ourselves unstintingly to the campaign of Christian edu- 
cation before us. Let us teach it, stress it, and preach it." 

RUPERT NORVAL RICHARDSON: EIGHTH PRESIDENT, 1943-53 

A leave of absence from Hardin-Simmons had provided Professor Rupert 
N. Richardson with the opportunity to teach at the University of Texas and 
to resume the research he loved. Richardson returned to Abilene in the autumn 
of 1941 and to his teaching duties in the Department of History. In 1942, 
he refused a dean's position offered at Baylor University. In 1943, when 
President White resigned, however, the Board pressed Richardson, even 
though he had refused the presidency in 1940, to put aside his dislike for 
administrative responsibilities and to accept the presidency of Hardin-Simmons 
for what he thought would be a temporary position. He was a highly respected 
academician with a wide community and church reputation. 

The biography of Rupert Richardson's life almost parallels the history 
of the life of his alma mater. He was born on April 28, 1891, approximately 
two months after Simmons College was founded. His parents, W. B. and 
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Nannie, moved to Stephens County in West Central Texas in 1879 in covered 
wagons. Rupert was born in a log cabin, one of six children.26 He came from 
a rural background to Simmons College at a tender age and "grew up" with 
the school. By the time he had reached retirement age, he was being called 
"Mr. Hardin-Simmons," and he maintained the closest of associations with 
HSU for almost a century. 

Rupert's mother had studied for two years at Henderson College under 
Drs. Cooper and Olsen.27 By the time her son was old enough to pursue studies 
at high school level, she had sent him to various elementary schools and 
intended him to go to Simmons College to study under President O. H. 
Cooper's supervision. His father must have enjoyed a sound relationship with 
Rupert also, for farm and ranch work was Richardson's hobby until he was 
in his eighties and no longer physically able to look after his cattle and his 
small tract of ranch land. In early years he had learned a great deal about 
beekeeping, and his famous "Bee Speech" became such a tradition that it was 
put on tape and in print, and many alumni have a copy. 

The young man of sixteen quickly endeared himself to everyone after 
he enrolled at the academy level of Simmons College in 1907. He enjoyed 
extracurricular activities including football—"I made the substitute list," but 
he was not outstanding; and in track and field activity, "I threw the hammer 
and discus indifferently."28 Referring to music and drama, he commented in 
mock seriousness: "As a bandsman, my reputation was not even as high as 
it was as a singer," and mentioned his stage career: "As Orlando 1 was no 
sensation, but 1 probably did a better job than 1 did playing Shylock."29 From 
the time Richardson's mother taught him to read, he had practiced remem- 
bering facts, researching new facts carefully, and polishing his writing skills. 
Later, he could afford that bit of self-deprecation as he looked back on his 
youth, since he had made for himself a reputation which was "larger than 
life" as one of the last great West Texas pioneers and as a renowned Texas 
historian. 

From all accounts Richardson enjoyed every minute of his years on the 
"Forty Acres," despite the nervousness he felt for a while at first at having 
so much academic material to catch up on before he could begin his college 
work. After two years of academy work, he pursued a B.A. degree and graduated 
from the college in 1912. After one year as principal of the elementary school 
at Ivan, six miles from his Stephens County home, Richardson headed north 
to the University of Chicago. He completed a Bachelor of Philosophy degree 
in March of 1914. He began graduate work there before returning to Texas 
in the fall of 1914 to teach a year at Caddo, followed by a year as high school 
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principal at Cisco. He had met Pauline Mayes of Hamlin when they were 
both attending Simmons. Pauline had received a B.A. in Modern Languages 
from Simmons and had earned a Diploma in Piano.30 They married in 1915 
and had one son, Rupert Norval Richardson, Jr. While teaching at Sweetwater, 
the following year, he was offered a position at Simmons College by President 
J. D. Sandefer. Pauline finished his teaching contract so that he could begin 
at Simmons in March, 1917. He began as a professor of history, government, 
sociology, and economics.31 

Almost immediately World War I impinged on academic life. Students 
and younger faculty became involved one way or another in the war effort, 
and Richardson left for Fort Sheridan, Illinois, to receive training from the 
Student Army Training Corps (SATC). He then returned to serve as an 
instructor.32 

In 1921, the Richardsons left Simmons College for Austin where Rupert 
completed a master's degree in 1922. From the time he was a boy he had 
been interested in the Comanche Indians. "Years later I was to learn that there 
was an Indian side to the story of their contest with the Caucasians," he 
remarked, and he chose to do his doctoral dissertation on "The Comanche 
Indians, 1830-1860. "33 Having attended the University of Texas in the summers 
and for one long term, he completed a Ph.D. there by 1928. 

In 1926, Richardson was appointed Dean of Students at Simmons and 
two years later he was made Vice-President, an administrative post he held 
for ten years. Richardson felt it was the duty of each faculty member to "lead 
. . . not weed." The strength of a small school should be in a stronger teacher- 
student relationship, and Richardson was adamant that it was a teacher's 
responsibility to encourage individual students to handle college level work 
rather than to "weed them out" as being incapable. Meanwhile, his wife, 
Pauline, taught French to hundreds of students over a long term of service 
at her beloved alma mater. As President J.D. Sandefer was ill most of the 
time beginning in 1938, he had been wise enough to make Richardson 
Executive Vice-President so that he could shoulder most of the administrative 
responsibilities in place of the ailing president.34 (He had been invited to lead 
the Department of Government and History at Oklahoma A&M College, now 
Oklahoma State University, but had chosen to remain at Simmons.) Richardson 
accepted the heavy tasks although he knew he would have little time for his 
own scholarly writing. 

After Sandefer's death, Richardson left to teach history at the University 
of Texas, but returned in the autumn of 1941 to teach at HSU. He was awarded 
an honorary L.L.D. degree in 1942 from Hardin-Simmons.35 He agreed to 
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become acting president in 1943 and then "just stayed on since the Board 
made no effort to replace me."36 

The presidency was filled with challenges. Both male and female students 
were withdrawing from the University to join the war effort, and a number 
of faculty members were drafted or had volunteered to serve.37 During the 
war Richardson had to shift the remaining faculty and the curricula to fulfill 
the course requirements. Wartime shortages of foods and building materials, 
emotional traumas of students and faculty which resulted from the casualties 
and deaths of family members and friends, curtailment of many campus 
extracurricular activities due to the absence of so many male students—all 
of these factors made these first few years very difficult. 

All over the United States university administrators began to realize that 
when the war was over, campuses would need to be ready to receive a huge 
influx of students. Many would pursue a college education paid for by the 
U.S. Government in the form of the G.I. Bill. Some of the men who had trained 
at Camp Barkeley had married Abilene girls and had returned to the city to 
live. Richardson, plus a committee he had appointed to study the problem, 
welcomed the hundreds of GIs and young women who returned, beginning 
in 1946. Temporary housing off campus was arranged in the form of surplus 
army camp buildings. New buildings were erected on campus, but still the 
classrooms and dormitories overflowed. 

Rupert Richardson led the school through other challenges. The fire which 
burned Abilene Hall and the tripling of enrollment resulted in a critical shortage 
of classrooms, the heyday of football was in the forties with accompanying 
laurels but with mounting financial complications, and the oldest, most 
sophisticated and travelled group of students ever to enroll in the history 
of the school required a flexible and different sort of administration. His ability 
to rise to these challenges was recognized when Richardson was awarded the 
school's prestigious Keeter Alumni Award in 1950, in the midst of his 
presidential term.38 

A year-long study by a committee which included President Richardson 
printed a booklet titled "Looking Ahead." The study was considered a major 
accomplishment since many of the ideas and recommendations are still 
referred to when committees suggest changes for the future.39 The college 
was debt-free from 1945 through 1950. From 1951 until the end of his 
presidency, the only debts were due to annual operating costs.40 Under 
Richardson's leadership, the college improved in several other areas so that 
the standards of the Southern Association of Schools and Colleges could 
continue to be met.41 
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In a letter to W. P. Wright, dated January 7, 1953, Richardson stated 
that he wished to resign the presidency by July 1, 1953 and to return to 
teaching. Wright reluctantly appointed a committee to find a new president 
before the news was released, and the Board moved that R. N. Richardson 
be elected President Emeritus after July 1 and remain with the University 
as Professor of History. 

Over a long lifetime Richardson received many honors. He was a member 
for many years and served one term as president of the Philosophical Society 
of Texas. The Texas State Historical Association is the oldest learned society 
in Texas; Richardson became a member of this group in the 1920s and was 
president in 1969-70.42 He helped found the West Texas Historical Association 
in 1924 on the proposal of R. C. Crane, lawyer-historian of Sweetwater, who 
became the first president of the Association.43 Richardson and Dr. Carl Coke 
Rister, another history professor at Simmons, co-edited a yearbook for the 
Association until Rister left to join the University of Oklahoma; Richardson 
continued to edit the journal for many years afterward. 

His first published book came out in 1933, titled The Comanche Barrier 
to South Plains Settlement, one of the first complete histories of an Indian 
tribe ever written.44 The next year he joined Rister to collaborate on The Greater 
Southwest. In 1943, the first of five editions of his Texas: The Lone Star 
State was published and became a standard college textbook for many years; 
the fifth edition was published with additions by other authors in 1988. 

In the 1950s an eighteen member panel which included Richardson was 
named by Governor Allen Shivers to a State Commission to study the 
preservation of Texas history. One decision of the panel was to identify places 
of historical interest and to erect historical markers at appropriate sites: public 
buildings, pioneer residences, scenes of tragedy and high human achievement, 
and some of the unmarked graves of veterans of the Texas revolution. A sub- 
committee helped select sites, write the narrative for the markers, and procure 
the money, most of which was raised by interested local citizens. Richardson 
wrote the copy for many of the markers, particularly of those in West Texas. 
Tom Guimarin, an Abilenian who held several positions at the University, 
told of the time he was chauffeuring the aging professor across the state and 
was astonished to hear Richardson rhyme off the words on the historical 
markers as they drove by. Guimarin remarked, "Dr. Richardson, how can 
you read those so fast?" to which he replied, "Read 'em?" I wrote 'em."45 In 
recognition, the Texas Historical Commission presented Richardson the Ruth 
Lester award for meritorious service in 1972.46 

In 1951, while he was serving as president of the school, Richardson 
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published one book, Adventuring With a Purpose: Life of Arthur L. Wasson. 
He also served as the Texas representative on the Education Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention from 1952 to 1955. His Frontier of Northwest 
Texas was published in 1963, and Famous Are Thy Halls, his memories 
of Hardin-Simmons University, was published the following year. 

His wife and son assisted him on a huge project entitled Colonel House: 
The Texas Years, published in 1964. Students and faculty of HSU were 
dismayed when their friend, Pauline Richardson, became ill that year. She 
remained ill a long time and passed away on April 28,1965,47 Perhaps nostalgia 
drove him to write a biography of his family's community in Caddo. Texas 
a year after his wife's death. 

"Dr. Rupe" was well received in all kinds of company. He was tolerant, 
unassuming, witty, and as concerned about other people's projects as he was 
his own. One example of his popularity was when he was presented cowboy 
boots by the faculty during a University Chapel session in 1947. Professor 
H. R. Arrant of the Chemistry Department represented the faculty, saying 
that "Richardson now became a member in good standing of the Faculty 
Association of Curbstone Cattlemen."48 The West Texas Chamber of 
Commerce named him to an honorary life membership in the Texas Cowboy 
Reunion "Old Timers" Association. In 1962, he was named Elder Statesman 
by Texas Baptists. He was a two-time winner of the American Association 
for State and Local History's Award of Merit. He received an award of 
achievement from the Texas Library Association, and an Austin College's 
Founders medal. He was named as one of the ten Texas "Piper Professors" 
for 1963. Richardson prized this award more highly than others because it 
recognized his excellence in teaching despite the interruption of administrative 
responsibilities.49 

A lifetime friend of Richardson's, the late Mrs. Percy Jones, explained, 
Teacher never seems to strain. I've never heard a strident note in his 
conversation. Loud yes, but never strident. He just does what he thinks 
has to be done. He runs roughshod over no one ... and he's absolutely 
without pretention.50 

Others who were close to him agreed. In 1966, the Abilene Lions Club honored 
him with the "Leader of Men Award." He was a Lions Club member for over 
fifty years as well as a longstanding member of the Masonic Lodge. He received 
a fifty-year service pin at the 1967 HSU Faculty/Staff appreciation dinner, 
and the University's Distinguished Alumni Award three years later.51 

For his eightieth birthday, he was invited to speak before a joint session 
of the Texas Legislature on San Jacinto Day, April 21, one week before his 
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birthday, and on his big day over six hundred people honored him with a 
birthday celebration in the Abilene Civic Center.52 By that time Richardson 
was considered to be the foremost living authority on Texas history and had 
received nearly every major award relating to that field. 

On his eighty-fifth birthday, Frank Junell, a prominent banker in San 
Angelo and alumnus of HSU, acted as master of ceremonies at a party in 
Rose Field House. Junell claimed that as far as Hardin-Simmons was con- 
cerned, Richardson was the "man of the century." It was appropriate that 
the party moved across the street later in the evening to tour the new library 
building which was in the final stages of construction: the Rupert N. and 
Pauline Richardson Memorial Library. The official birthday tribute was given 
by Joe B. Frantz, Professor of History at the University of Texas at Austin, 
one of the state's most reputed historians, and a former student of "Dr. Rupe's." 
As part of the school's centennial celebrations in 1990, the library published 
Frantz' speech and an essay on the importance of rural life written by a very 
young Rupert Richardson to attain his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1912.53 

Until he was over ninety years old, the stately professor came to his office 
in the University library for at least a few hours each day. He felt the same 
responsibility each Sunday to attend First Baptist Church, where he had been 
a deacon for over sixty years. On his ninety-fourth birthday the school 
announced the creation of the Rupert Richardson Chair of History in his 
honor.54 One of a long string of anecdotes about his abilities concerns a woman, 
anxious over a relative who was desperately ill who pleaded, "Will you please 
ask Dr. Richardson to say a prayer? I feel that God might listen to him more 
carefully than to me."55 

Dr. Richardson's appearance on every important occasion at college 
became as much of a tradition as the traditions he had begun, or the ones 
he cherished, such as the hourly carillon chimes which reminded him of happy 
days marked by the bells at the University of Chicago. When he finally became 
so ill that hospitalization was required, people on campus were confronted 
with the sad fact that R. N. Richardson was mortal. Most had felt he might 
find some quiet way of going on as long as the school went on. 

When he died at 11 a.m. on Thursday, April 14, 1988, he was only 
two weeks away from his ninety-seventh birthday. Funeral services were led 
by Jesse C. Fletcher, President of HSU; Elwin Skiles, President Emeritus; and 
Bill Bruster, pastor of the First Baptist Church.56 All who knew this man would 
"second" the birthday tribute of Joe Frantz, 

He is that sort of servant of the Lord who takes his obligation seriously; 
he must surely feel that he was put here to do good, and the fact that 
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he receives enthusiastic applause seems to strike him with wonder 
.... Even if there were no life after death, Dr. Richardson has achieved 
a sort of earthly immortality. So long as there is a Hardin-Simmons, 
so long as there are church-related colleges and universities . . . and 
so long as men study history, Dr. Richardson will live on.57 

UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC LIFE 

Regular course work was greatly affected by the war. A short school term 
was added to the summer school term during the war so that students could 
complete degree requirements in three calendar years.58 By 1943, eight hundred 
to twelve hundred students, staff, faculty, and ex-students were serving in 
the war, and by the end of the war, over fourteen hundred had served.59 

The number of courses exploded after World War II. In most fields, there 
were more than twice the number of courses as those which were offered 
in 1990. The student population was the highest in the school's one hundred 
year history for those few years when the veterans returned to college. 

It was sufficiently challenging just to keep the school running during 
the war, so it was not until 1946 that several significant changes in the 
curriculum were made. A program of studies was arranged to prepare students 
to become medical doctors. This pre-med program, although small in num- 
bers, has continued with a high degree of success in placing its graduates 
in medical schools. In 1947, a new Bachelor's degree replaced the B.S. degree 
for students majoring in Business Administration. A Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Applied Music was initiated in 1949. The Department of Education grew 
rapidly in the late forties and early fifties due to the returning veterans and 
the changing regulations governing the preparation of public school teachers. 
There was also an increase in graduate enrollment. In the 1950-51 catalogue, 
preparation for medical technology was first mentioned. 

By 1950, almost one-third of all those enrolled in summer school were 
graduate students. Of the 590 degrees granted that year, 149 were for the 
Master's degree, largely because of the action brought about by the Gilmer- 
Aiken Bill passed by the Texas Legislature the year before to encourage teachers 
to pursue graduate studies by offering considerable salary increases. By 1953, 
a cooperative Engineering program with Texas Technological College, now 
Texas Tech, had begun, whereby a student could take three years in a course 
of study at HSU and then transfer to Texas Tech for two years for an engineering 
degree in one of seven major fields.60 He or she would then receive a B.Sc. 
in Engineering from Texas Tech and a B.A. from HSU. 
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"Before World War II, the highest number [of degrees] ever granted in 
one year had been 152 in 1941. In 1950 the number reached the peak of 
592 .... Before the war, the highest number of master's degrees granted in 
any one year was 19; in 1952 it was 179."61 

The post-war enrollment of approximately 2,000 students plus extension 
students required an increase of faculty of approximately forty percent. The 
University attempted to increase faculty to about 160 members to satisfy that 
need. 

As rapidly as finances permit and such personnel is available, the faculty 
should be strengthened by the employment of better trained teachers, 
with less use of relatively inexperienced teachers, and of those with 
only the bachelor's degree. Two specific recommendations may be 
made, subject to the limitations mentioned: (1) only those with the 
doctor's degree should head major departments and schools; (2) the 
number of student assistants having teaching duties should be reduced.62 

Each academic discipline experienced change after the war. The burgeon- 
ing years of Bible studies and Religious Education began in 1946. Professors 
E. B. Atwood, N. A. Moore, and W. T. Walton continued to teach in that 
department. New professors included Fred Fisher, Th.M. and Th.D. from 
SWBTS. The Chairman of the Department was N. A. Moore.63 Fisher replaced 
him about 1948 and stayed until 1952 when he assumed the post of Professor 
of New Testament at the new Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Mill Valley, California. Dr. Arthur Travis taught from 1947 to 1950. 

Clyde Hurst came in 1950 with a Th.D. from SWBTS. Hurst was a valuable 
addition and taught Bible, Theology, and an occasional course in Philosophy 
as well as publishing some good work. He was made acting Head of the 
Department for the academic year of 1952-53. He retired in 1976, but has 
remained an interested supporter of the University. 

In Religious Education were several fine professors who taught for 
relatively short periods including Frank Royal, who later became pastor of 
South Side Baptist Church in Abilene; and Leon Marsh, who taught for five 
years before joining the faculty of SWBTS.64 Before President Richardson 
resigned, he hired Lindell O. Harris to head the department, and Harris 
remained for many years. 

The School of Music continued strongly. Seminars were held in the 
summers for choral directors of the area, and often had as many as fifty to 
sixty directors in attendance. There had been no organ instruction for many 
years until the school acquired an electro-mechanical instrument in 1938 or 
1939—a Hammond Model E. 
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From 1940 through 1943, the school orchestra grew to about sixty 
players.65 Harry Hayes formed the Cowgirl Band to include young women 
who played band instruments, partly because the Cowboy Band was missing 
so many members to the war. The group continued until post-war years when 
young men were added, and it became a symphonic band directed by Professor 
H. M. Preston.66 

Talmage W. "Jack" Dean became part of the Music Faculty from 1941- 
43, the beginning of a lifelong association with the school. Dean received 
B.A. and B.M. degrees from HSU in 1940, the M.M. degree from Eastman 
School of Music in Rochester, New York in 1941, and, in 1960, a Ph.D. from 
the University of Southern California with studies at Princeton and Stanford 
University. "Jack" Dean married Frances Sibley, class of 1940, in 1938 while 
both were students. Born to the couple between 1942-52 were Thomas Dean, 
Linda, Diana, and Katrina.67 T. W. Dean left for military service in the Navy 
from 1944-46. He had taught at the University of Texas in 1943-44 in the 
aviation cadet program in aeronautical engineering, and during World War 
11 worked as head of the National Weather Bureau in Korea. 

He returned to HSU to teach Music Theory and Organ, and became 
Administrative Dean from 1946-52. He served as the Minister of Music at 
University Baptist Church while carrying on full duties as professor until 1952. 
The couple moved to Fort Worth, where Dean served as Chairman of Graduate 
Studies in Music at SWBTS. In the late 1950s and early sixties, Dean also 
arranged music for weekly Baptist radio and televised programs. 

In 1967, he returned to Hardin-Simmons to head the School of Music. 
During his long career, he received such awards as a special award in 
composition by Broadman Press for "Behold the Glory and the Lamb," and 
second prize from the Texas Federation of Music Club for the composition 
"Pax Vobis," a cantata written intentionally in Latin. His compositions include 
several cantatas, two oratorios, more than fifty anthems, orchestral music, 
magazine articles, and a book of course readings in church music history. 
Dean was elected president of the Texas Musicological Society, the Southern 
Baptist Convention Church Music Conference, and the Association of Southern 
Baptist Schools of Music, and he served as director of the Texas Association 
of Schools of Music.68 Dr. Dean and his wife, Frances, completed a book 
together entitled A Survey of Twentieth Century Protestant Church Music 
in America in 1988.69 Throughout his career, he taught more than 5,000 
music majors including Francis McBeth, a composer whose compositions for 
band are probably the most played of any contemporary band music and 
are performed in many countries around the world. In 1987, Dean donated 



147 Changes Under Three Presidents 

all copies of his published and unpublished manuscript works to the music 
library and assigned all rights to these works to HSU.70 

All HSU gatherings which included music were influenced by T. W. Dean 
for a quarter of a century. The School of Music has continued its reputation 
as one of the strongest areas of the curriculum in great part due to him and 
the superior teachers of music who remained in the music school under his 
direction and long after. 

Professors in other departments gave many years of service, also. William 
Carnace Ribble, who became Dean of the School of Business, graduated magna 
cum laude from Simmons University in 1927, earned an M.A. degree from 
the University of Texas in 1931, and did post-graduate work there. "Prof 
Ribble involved himself in the Abilene community and consistently recruited 
many new students for the school. His work in the University Baptist Church 
and the Southern Baptist Convention, his twenty-five years of service to 
Hardin-Simmons University, and his work in development for the school in 
the state of New Mexico was recognized by HSU when he was awarded an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities in 1975.71 He died in 1988. 

Eva Rudd, Associate Professor of English, received her A.B. degree from 
Simmons College and her M.A. degree from the University of California. She 
began teaching at the high school level and moved to Simmons University 
in 1928. Returning alumni continue to mention the excellent teaching received 
under this English professor although by 1990 she had been retired over twenty 
years.72 

Maude Emma King finished an A.B. degree from Simmons College in 
1923. Her first teaching post was at View Elementary School where she earned 
$55 for five months teaching and gave her father $40 of her salary for feed 
for his horses, since there had been such a drought that summer. She laughingly 
remembers having paid $35 for an Easter hat the next year when she made 
only $75 for teaching the whole year at Fort Phantom Hill. She received an 
M.A. degree from the University of Texas in 1929 and taught English at 
Mississippi Woman's College, went to Syracuse, New York, on a scholarship 
to study "Deaning," after which she was employed at John B. Stetson University 
in Florida as Dean of Women. She returned home to Abilene and began to 
teach at HSU in 1941, later becoming Dean of Women as well as an English 
professor. 

Miss King worked hard with the American Association of University 
Women to convince the national executive to allow a chapter in Abilene; this 
came to fruition in 1932 under the direction of Mrs. Dallas Scarborough, 
a prominent citizen of Abilene. The chapter was called the Oscar A. Cooper 
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branch. As one of the chief supporters of the Abilene Branch, Miss King wrote 
its history.73 She retired after many years of good service to HSU and resides 
in Abilene. 

The Theatre Department was an integral part of both the academic and 
the extra-curricular offerings. Scrapbooks of clippings dating back to the forties 
are housed in the Theater department. An early record states: "The University 
Theater's function in the liberal arts program is to provide a repertoire of 
dramatic literature in productions which reflect the thinking of man in all 
periods of history. Plays are selected from every language and every era so 
that in a student generation, the University Theater will have afforded a broad 
perspective of man's heritage." Two of the school presidents, Rupert N. 
Richardson and Elwin L. Skiles, were active in the theater program as students. 
Some plays such as "Everyman," "The Glass Menagerie," and the more popular 
Shakespearean plays have been performed several times during the century. 

Students had the opportunity to participate in live dramatic performances 
from the time the school opened and often took their plays to auditoriums 
in towns around Abilene. Performances were held in downtown Abilene before 
there was a stage or platform and curtains appropriate to performance on 
campus. 

An anonymous donor established an Artists of Dionysus Award for 
students majoring or minoring in theater. For some years, two one hundred 
dollar awards were given. Presently a student is still recognized with this honor 
but without the monetary award.74 

The criteria for choosing appropriate material to be performed at a Baptist 
college has long caused debate and remains unresolved to the present, since 
artistic accuracy and high standards of morality often do not coincide. People 
also debate whether a good academic education should always include samples 
of theater, music, and literature that are illustrative of recognized creative 
genius but whose subjects may be inappropriate, or, whether there is a 
sufficient range of choice to offer a good educational experience without 
including the "dark" side of human nature illustrated in the more extreme 
pieces. 

Two plays done in 1941 were "Our Town" and "Green Grow the Lilacs," 
which starred Martha Pender. In 1945, during Thanksgiving season, two 
religious plays were done called "Mrs. Noah Gives the Sign" and "The Traveling 
Man." During this time, Dr. Katherine Boyd, head of the Speech Department, 
coached a group of Hardin-Simmons University players in portrayals of past 
presidents of HSU during a Founder's Day Program.75 

In 1950, the Religious Drama group under the direction of Dr. "Bill" 
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Beazley toured Fort Worth-area churches in a four-day successive presentation 
of the Christian legend "And Myrrh." The University theater intended to train 
students for church drama and wanted to instill within the churches a desire 
to incorporate church drama into their programs.76 

Dr. Katherine Boyd had joined the faculty in 1937. When she took a 
study leave of absence in 1942, Nena Kate Ramsey, M.A. from the University 
of London and Ph.D. work in New York City, headed the department. (When 
Nena Kate and her brother were students at Simmons, they came together 
in the family car to school. One morning Nena Kate came in to Professor 
Campbell's class with the steering wheel in her hand so that she could guarantee 
the car would still be parked after class. Her action was to no avail, as her 
brother drove off after his class, guiding the car with pliers!) Boyd returned 
in 1945 as instructor in Speech and Director of Play Production after receiving 
an M.A. degree from Columbia University. Within another three years she 
had earned her Ph.D. In 1951, Boyd directed the play "Alive in Wonderland" 
and apparently invited local children from the area schools to attend. She 
was Chairman of the Department for 1953-54.78 

Dr. Ella P. Levett came to HSU as a professor in 1943 after study in 
Columbia, South Carolina. She left after a year to teach at Hunter College 
in New York City but returned in 1945 to teach Spanish and Latin. By 1950, 
Dr. Levett was responsible for the Foreign Language Department and was 
a demanding language professor. After teaching twenty-one years at HSU, 
she resigned to teach at Baptist College in Charleston. She received consid- 
erable recognition by professional associations and her colleagues, and brought 
to her classrooms the personal enrichment gained from extensive travel in 
Spain and other parts of Europe.79 

The most sensitive change in curriculum offerings may have been in 
Mathematics. Now retired, Professor Euna Rudd recalled in 1990: "In 1946 
I introduced a course on the history of mathematics and one on basic 
transactions in banking because I felt the boys returning from the war had 
been through so much that they shouldn't be required to do difficult math 
problems."80 How the students must have applauded those changes even 
though they would not have pleased faculty members who held more rigorous 
standards. Miss Rudd, B.A. from Simmons College in 1921, taught Math- 
ematics for forty-one years. Her retirement in 1962 ended the longest career 
of any woman on either the faculty or staff of HSU.81 The Rudd sisters continue 
to reside in Abilene. 

A new Chemistry laboratory was equipped and instruments added to 
the Physics laboratory. The city benefited by the findings and regular check- 
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ups of the Chemistry Department, and the students received practical field 
study. 

One graduate, representative of many who went forward to make significant 
contributions in Science, is Dr. Willis Whitfield. He received a B.S. degree 
in physics from HSU in 1952, did graduate work at the University of New 
Mexico and Georgetown University, and became known internationally for 
developing a laminar flow system to produce an ultra-clean environment for 
manufacturing and assembly operations. The system circulates air through 
a bank of filters and removes any contamination which may be there; electronic 
equipment, heart pacemakers, components for spacecraft, and drugs are 
among those items produced in laminar flow environments.82 

Geology had been first taught by Professor Julius Olsen at the freshman 
level as early as 1902 as a course in the Science Department. From 1923 
to 1926, Professor Otto Watts also offered freshman and sophomore classes 
in Geology. In the 1935-36 catalogue, the subject was described as a year's 
course in General Geology which would be given in alternate years. Geology 
was not mentioned as being taught from 1939-1948 but began to be offered 
again in 1949-50. In 1951, Kenneth Patterson joined the school to teach a 
full load of Geology courses, and the first B.A. degree in Geology was started. 
There were several instructors in the department for short periods. 

Albert Lunday, Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, was a popular 
professor who headed the Department of Sociology for over twenty years. 
Twenty-two courses were offered under the heading of Sociology, including 
Penology (study in the origin of punishment, past and present theories on 
incarceration of the criminal) and Criminology.83 Courses which are now 
considered Social Work were taught under the heading of Sociology in the 
forties. 

In 1912, the Texas State Department of Education had recognized Simmons 
College as a worthy teacher training institution. State teachers' certificates 
changed again in 1943, and that year's catalogue lists seven categories by which 
certificates could be issued. Depending on the amount of course work, some 
teachers could teach at secondary school level for only one year without further 
training, some could teach for a few years, and others attained permanent 
certificates. 

Perhaps the most unusual course was listed in the department of Physical 
Education in the year 1942-43. The department offered "Elementary Clogging: 
Fundamentals of clogging, simple tap clogging, character and soft shoe 
routines."84 

The University has fortunately retained Billie.(Shirley) Martin, Associate 
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Professor of Physical Education, who began teaching at HSU in 1952. She 
earned a B.A. degree at HSU in 1948, and taught in Lamesa for the next four 
years. When she returned to teach at HSU, she worked on a Master's degree 
which she earned in 1954 (M.S.). After teaching for eleven years, she taught 
for a year at the American School in Tokyo. She has seen women's athletics 
progress from the years in which she paid all expenses other than gasoline 
to take women's teams to compete all over the state, to the year 1974 when 
the first official budget was finally approved for Women's Athletics, to the 
success of the late eighties when the Women's Soccer Team was rated second 
in the nation. Martin has done graduate work in several states, and at the 
University of Oslo, and has studied in China and Greece. She led a summer 
group of students to Russia in 1987. 

She has coached volleyball, tennis, directed intramural sports, taught 
physical education methods, recreation methods, and a variety of activity 
courses. In 1977, she received an honor award from the Texas Association 
of Health, Physical Education, and Dance, an association in which she has 
held many offices. Professor Billie Martin is married to Dr. J. G. Martin, a 
longstanding faculty member who directs the Music Education and Church 
Music Department. 

The Department of Extension conducted evening classes in neighboring 
communities beginning around 1930, and a few evening classes were held 
on the campus. By the forties, Continuing Education was expanded: 

The service and scope of the university were greatly enlarged by this 
year through the Federal Government's opening of Engineering, Science, 
Management, and Defense Training Courses. These were offered free 
to the citizens of Abilene and the surrounding territory. They were 
taught by the regular members of the university faculty, and the salaries 
and teaching expenses were paid by the government.85 

In 1949 for the first time, extension instruction in Bible and related 
subjects was offered in Albuquerque and Las Cruces, at the request of the 
Baptist General Convention of New Mexico, who bore all expenses.86 

The graduate programs were organized in 1950 into a Division of Graduate 
Studies. The title given to the chief administrative officer, Otto O. Watts, was 
Chairman of the Graduate Council. The title for this position was changed 
to Dean of the Division of Graduate Studies in 1961. 

A Master of Music degree was begun in 1948 meeting requirements set 
down by the National Association of Schools of Music, and the first degree 
was awarded in 1950. Non-thesis M.Ed, degrees were offered, beginning in 
the fifties, since some faculty felt that practicing teachers could profit more 
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by twelve additional hours of subject matter than by fulfilling a thesis 
requirement. It was replaced by a Master of Science degree, but this degree 
was dropped in 1955 in accordance with the Southern Association of Colleges 
requirements, and the Master of Education degree was resumed.87 In other 
disciplines, a thesis degree required a minimum of twenty-four class hours 
plus six hours for thesis guidance. The non-thesis degree involved a minimum 
of thirty-six hours each, normally taking two years to complete. 

There were too many courses in these post-war years to be economically 
feasible, and the burden of extension courses taught in surrounding areas, 
the financial costs, and the need for qualified faculty presented problems which 
took the next three administrations to overcome. Many students, of course, 
benefited greatly from the wide choice of subject matter. Gradually, as the 
second half of the century began, the requirements for college degrees, both 
undergraduate and graduate, were being strengthened—not only at HSU but 
all over the state. Academic standards were beginning to resemble those which 
would still be in place fifty years later. Increased formal education was required 
for most people to live successfully in an increasingly urban society. Tech- 
nological advances, in fact, forced formal study on both urban and rural 
populations alike, and the universities were expected to provide leadership. 
This was a role HSU took seriously and responded to productively. 



Eight 
Richardson's Administration Continues 

Wi hen Rupert N. Richardson became 
the chief administrator in 1943, fewer than one thousand students were 
enrolled and by the last year of World War II (1944-45), that number had 
decreased even more.1 In the fall of the academic year 1945-46, enrollment 
increased significantly and by the next year the fall enrollment reached about 
1,400.2 In 1948-49, the fall enrollment was around 2,000, the highest 
enrollment in the history of the school for full-time students, both undergraduate 
and graduate. G.I. veterans made up the largest part of this increase. In the 
fall semester of 1949, the number had dropped slightly and enrollment of 
full-time students continued to decrease for several years. Some statistics show 
extremely high figures for the years 1948 through 1951, brought about 
primarily by veterans and teachers returning during summer semesters for 
further certification and for master's degrees to qualify for increased salaries 
under the Gilmer-Aiken bill.3 Among the sixty Baptist colleges and universities 
in the Southern Baptist Convention, Hardin-Simmons was third in size, behind 
Baylor University and the University of Richmond during these post-war years. 

There were waiting lists for every dormitory, and Ferguson Hall added 
beds in the study rooms. Many students were forced to board in town. 
Fortunately, they could safely hitch-hike to and from school, and townspeople 
freely offered rides to students.4 

In 1947, tuition and fees increased approximately twenty-five percent,5 

and faculty salaries were raised. Commencement exercises were held for the 
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first time that year in August as well as in May. Of the many resident students, 
211 were ministerial students, and 86 were missionary students. In 1948, 
309 students graduated, a number far exceeding any preceeding year.6 "Up 
until about 1946 the number of Master of Arts degrees granted annually 
generally was from about eight to twenty. During 1948 the number was twenty- 
nine, and in 1949 it more than doubled by reaching a total of sixty-one."7 

The religious affiliation of students during this postwar era is noteworthy. 
In 1948, although there were 1,330 of Baptist affiliation and 145 Methodists, 
the school served forty-three Presbyterians, forty Church of Christ, thirty- 
four First Christian, twenty-three Catholics, and a few from the Episcopal, 
Lutheran, and Church of God congregations. More unusual, three students 
came from Greek Orthodox backgrounds, five claimed Christian Science 
affiliation, one student was Jewish, one was a Mormon, and sixty-one claimed 
no religious affiliation.8 There had been a lower birth rate during the years 
of the Great Depression, and babies who were born at that time were now 
entering college, but the lesser numbers were augmented by students returning 
from the war. Teachers returned for graduate work during the summer 
semester because of the promises made by the Gilmer-Aiken Bill. This group, 
coupled with a greater number of extension students, accounts for the 
extremely high numbers recorded.9 Of the 590 degrees granted that year, 
149 were Master's degrees.10 By 1950, more than 1,500 preachers and 150 
missionaries who had received training at HSU were ministering around the 
globe. Over 4,500 academic degrees had been granted since 1895, of which 
over 600 were Masters of Arts.11 By 1950-51, the enrollment began to decline. 
Fewer veterans were attending school. Although graduating classes were large, 
1951-52 showed another substantial decline. By 1952-53, the enrollment had 
declined to about 1,300.12 

Some later administrators have expressed the thought that the enrollment 
level could have been maintained and perhaps increased as the fifties continued 
if President Richardson had been more able in the art of fundraising and more 
available to travel for the purpose of recruiting. His hands were more than 
full trying to add buildings for housing and other purposes, however. The 
burning of the building which contained forty percent of all classroom space 
at the very time in which twice the space was needed might have overwhelmed 
a man of lesser stature. The largest number of classes in the school's history 
had to be rescheduled so that students were placed in every available classroom, 
in the University Baptist Church nearby, and even in the President's own home. 
A new Abilene Hall had to be completed in record time. The huge student 
population required him to interview and hire many more faculty, and the 
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unusual maturity of the student population demanded curriculum additions 
and improvements. Experienced veterans were prepared to work hard. They 
questioned the lecturers more than younger students normally had, and most 
demanded a rigorous curriculum. The great spurt of growth brought about 
by veterans returning to the athletic program brought him separate challenges. 
They were seasoned, tough athletes ready to take on any level of competition. 

After these first few years of crisis management, the next challenge was 
to raise sufficient funds to cover the payment of the new Sandefer Memorial 
Administration Building as well as the indebtedness of other buildings now 
constructed. A major building repair program was launched. Improved quantity 
and quality of equipment was sorely needed by faculty.13 At long last it was 
proposed that the University hire a full-time field man to concentrate solely 
on endowment development, but this was not implemented until 1959 when 
Lee Hemphill came at the invitation of the next president, Evan A. Reiff. Being 
first a teacher himself, Richardson went to the Board several times during 
his tenure to ask permission to raise faculty and staff salaries14 and was somewhat 
successful, but salaries continued to lag behind salaries offered at private 
colleges and were a long way behind state school salaries. 

In 1949, the Board purchased ten acres of land on Grape Street. This 
purchase was one of many procurements of land around the University, which 
have taken place when the real estate was given or sold to the school, allowing 
much more acreage than the favorite HSU slogan "Life on the Forty Acres" 
implies. 

The amount of funding for scholarships grew steadily year by year. In 
the early forties, scholarships totalling around $20,000 were granted; of this 
amount, $ 12,000 was granted to ministers, their wives and children, and those 
training to be missionaries or going into other special Christian service. The 
remainder was used for service scholarships, grants to students with financial 
needs, and rewards for academic excellence. The BGCT contributed approxi- 
mately $ 10,000 annually to the maintenance of the University.15 The Women's 
Missionary Union groups of the area often gave a few hundred dollars for 
women preparing to go into mission work of any kind. Several churches in 
Abilene and the surrounding area made annual donations towards the work 
of the school above their regular financial gifts to the Cooperative Program 
of the BGCT. This generosity allowed the school to educate some students 
almost free of charge. These provisions have continued. 

In the mid-forties, the school was being directed by a strong group of 
trustees including J. D. Sandefer, Jr., George S. Anderson, C. M. Caldwell, 
J. C. Hunter, W. P. Wright, O. D. Dillingham, andT. T. Harris. The endowment 
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in 1945 was over $ 1,250,000. The trustees reported an income of over $63,000 
from endowment moneys for a return of slightly more than five percent, which 
was excellent in those years.16 About $30,000 of the endowment funds were 
handled by the Baptist Foundation annually in these years.17 The Baptist 
Foundation of Texas had been established in 1930 as an incorporated agency 
of the BGCT. The Foundation was created to receive and manage gifts for 
the benefit of institutions, agencies and ministries supported by Texans and 
Southern Baptists. From the time the school began reporting to the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, the Baptist Foundation started to handle a 
percentage of the endowment funds. The Board of Trustees is in charge of 
the remainder. The endowment idea voiced earlier by George Anderson was 
becoming reality: 

At about the turn of the century the suggestion was made to George 
S. Anderson, now senior member of the Board of Trustees, that a 
campaign be launched for $25,000 to endow Simmons College. The 
little school then consisted of one building, four or five teachers, and 
less than one hundred students on a grassburr- infested hill two miles 
from Abilene. Tou don't build a barrel around a bung hole,' he said, 
'you have to have the barrel before you've the bung hole. First, let 
us get something out there to endow . . . Hardin- Simmons University 
now has something to endow. It has fifteen or twenty thousand ex- 
students; its plant of more than a dozen buildings is filled to capacity.'18 

By 1945, the physical plant of the University was valued at $963,537.69. 
There was no indebtedness against the University. Rarely are individual donors 
mentioned in annual reports, but in 1944, and again in 1947, it was mentioned 
that Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Wasson of Big Spring created trusts which benefited 
HSU to the value of approximately a quarter of a million dollars.19 There has 
often been a campaign for help in funding from among the students, staff, 
and faculty. The Campus Campaign for finances in 1945-46 was led by John 
Earl Seelig, a senior from Fredericksburg, and the final amount of pledges 
made by students and faculty amounted to over $23,000, thereby topping 
a goal set at $21,000.20 Seelig later married his college sweetheart, Virginia, 
and in the midst of busy professional lives, they have been ardent supporters 
of HSU during all the intervening years by service on the Boards, donations, 
and informal recruitment of new students. 

Even though a greatly increased enrollment was bringing increased 
income from student tuition, in 1950, for instance, it was determined that 
approximately half a million dollars a year more was needed. This money 
would have to come from other sources such as gifts for operational purposes 
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and income from endowments.23 

Expenditures for a more highly trained faculty, better library, and laboratory 
facilities to offer adequate graduate work, coupled with declining enrollment 
and rising prices, made it difficult to avoid a deficit in operations in 1951, 
after five years of being debt free.24 The endowment at the end of Richardson's 
term as president in 1953 totalled over a million and a half dollars, at least 
$250,000 less than was needed to balance the budget.25 

BUILDINGS 

Cowden-Paxton Hall, built in 1941 for $87,000, was used as a men's 
dormitory. The building was named after the Cowden family since Cowden 
Hall had burned down in 1922. The name of George Paxton was used by 
school administrators to honor contributions by him and his family. The same 
Paxton who had owned the hardware store and had known the late President 
Pope, had become president of Citizens National Bank of Abilene, longtime 
supporter of HSU, and President of the Board of Trustees for many years. 
He died in 1935. The building has been converted in recent years for use 
as the Family Counseling Center and classrooms for graduate studies in the 
Family Ministries program. In 1980 the building was renovated, and within 
five years, its replacement cost had risen to nearly $400,000. For a while, 
some upstairs rooms were made into bedrooms for overnight visitors to the 
campus. 

The Endowment and Building Campaign of the early 1940s lengthened 
because of the obvious, immediate need for classroom space and housing 
created by returning war veterans. In 1945, the section of Hickory Street which 
passed through the campus was closed off.26 There were perhaps as many 
as a dozen temporary buildings placed on campus following World War II, 
at least five of these donated by the federal government. The Federal Works 
Administration moved the structures from Camp Barkeley and put them in 
proper order for use free of charge. One of these buildings was completed 
by the school at a cost of $20,000 and used as the bookstore, replacing the 
bookstore in the basement of old Abilene Hall. Another building, named G.I. 
Hall, was used as temporary classroom space after fire destroyed Abilene Hall. 
One building, named the Veterans Guidance Center, was converted in 1952 
into an office building for the military science staff.27 

Additional housing was desperately needed. In 1947, HSU and the federal 
government provided sixty-four family units and forty units for single veterans 
in the Grape Street vicinity. Twenty-five trailer houses were located along 
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Pine and Ambler Streets. The school later embraced the Baptist principle of 
declining all. federal aid except for that going directly to students. 

One of the major building projects of the forties was Hunter Hall, built 
at a cost of $225,000 to accommodate 120 girls. Architect F. C. Olds guided 
the construction of this building to its opening in January of 1947. Men in 
the oil industry contributed most of the cost of the building as a memorial 
to their former associate, Texas oilman J. C. Hunter, who had been successful 
as a county official, banker, and rancher before he went into the oil business 
in 1926. Over a lifetime of success in oil and service to the community, he 
had been the recipient of many awards and honors from the city of Abilene 
and from the oil industry.29 The master of ceremonies at the dedication of 
Hunter Hall was Eugene Holman, President of Standard Oil Company and 
a graduate of HSU. The idea of such a memorial apparently originated with 
J. D. Sandefer, Jr., oilman and President of the School Trustees at the time. 
W. P. Wright, Wallace Pratt, George Hill, Jack Frost, W. B. Murray Jr., Millard 
A. Waters, Clay Allen, Emmett Boyd, B. L. Temple ton, Ben F. Allen, and other 
outstanding men contributed to this project.29 In 1990 overnight guest 
accommodations were made available on one side of the Hunter Hall dormitory, 
with bed linens donated by the Round Table Club. 

Rose Field House became over the years a house of dreams and precious 
memories. Due to the imagination of University business manager E. W. 
Ledbetter and the financial and physical assistance of builder Oscar Rose and 
his wife, the building was brought piece by piece from Camp Barkeley and 
reassembled on a 100 x 200 foot foundation laid by Rose Construction 
Company. Its most unusual feature was the Lamella roof constructed of wood 
and covering 18,000 square feet—the only other lamella roof in Texas is 
constructed of steel and covers Houston's Astrodome.30 

The building contained a vanishing stage using hydraulic jacks and 
motors; the floor was finished to be used as a gymnasium. Sliding bleachers 
plus chairs provided by an alumni fund-raising campaign were all in place 
in less than six months, beginning in May of 1947.31 The first big event was 
the West Texas High School Basketball Tournament held in November. The 
floor housed three regulation-sized basketball courts. Dedicating the field 
house on December 18, 1947, the Cowboys, under the coaching of Wes 
Bradshaw, won the first game they played there. The structure was for many 
years the largest field house and convention building between Fort Worth 
and El Paso, and it was generously shared by HSU with the general public 
for many events.32 One of hundreds of memories of special events in Rose 
Field House was the premier showing of "Mr. Texas"—the first film by the 
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Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Parts of the movie were filmed at the 
Corral and on the C. M. Caldwell ranch. Graham and his entire staff enjoyed 
riding some of the school's horses. Cindy Walker and Red Harper, the two 
stars of the film, were there to sing for the special service, and Billy Graham 
preached.33 During the regular school day the building was used for physical 
education classes. Sports events, concerts, exhibitions, revival services, and 
many other activities took place there for thirty years. It was rumored that 
while Behrens Chapel was burning down in 1957, Dean W. A. Stephenson 
was in Rose Field House counting the seats to see if there were enough seats 
to continue compulsory chapel attendance. In 1966, new bleachers, able to 
seat 3,000, were purchased for Rose Field House. Little wonder many former 
students felt nostalgic when the Field House was razed in 1976 to make room 
for the new Mabee Athletic Complex.34 

Most students attended their classes in old Abilene Hall. One morning 
in February of 1947, Miss Eva Rudd was teaching an English class and noticed 
student Lavoy Owens indicating a tiny flame licking through a hole at the 
base of a wall near the back of the classroom. The beloved English teacher 
hated interruptions of her well-prepared lectures, so Owens thought long and 
hard before raising her hand and saying in a small voice, "Fire." "Fire Marshall 
Turner later said he was virtually certain that the blaze had originated in a 
fuse box near the main door. Behind the box, he explained, was an open 
column which carried the flames through the walls to the second floor, and 
on to the attic, the column acting as a flue."35 Because the walls of Abilene 
Hall were wood lathe covered with plaster, flames burned through the framing 
of all floors, beginning at 11:00 a.m. when about three hundred students 
were in class. The loss was devastating: 

Gone are most of the mementos of the Cowboy Band. Gone is Sheriff 
Watson's Elk which the sheriff had taken on many band trips. Gone 
are many of the records of the band in England, textbooks which are 
out of print, and countless Brands and Broncos. 

Gone are new compositions written by Director McClure for the band 
concerts this spring. 

Gone from the journalism department are many scrap books which 
told of the accomplishments of the school, many of them of the 
successes of the athletic teams. 

Gone from the art department are the puppets, Snow White and 
Seven Dwarfs, Jack in the Beanstalk. Destroyed was the float which 
had won third place in the Sun Bowl tournament several years ago.36 

The fire fighters were hampered by too few water mains, as was the case 
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with fires anywhere in Abilene and in most towns in Texas. Loss of equipment 
and supplies in the basement bookstore amounted to $15,000. The idea of 
insurance was not nearly as encompassing as it is these days, so the building 
had less than $50,000 in coverage. It was a total loss, happening just at a 
time when classroom space was crucial. 

The band was moved to Behrens Chapel, and athletic offices were crowded 
into Cowden-Paxton dormitory. The record enrollment that year compelled 
the trustees to authorize the immediate construction of a new Abilene Hall 
on the same site. Roscoe Blankenship and Ed Stewart led the program of 
fundraising. Friends of the school pledged $200,000, the Abilene community 
pledged another $100,000, and, on March 3, 1947, ministers of local Baptist 
churches requested more pledges and offerings. Building began immediately, 
and a new Abilene Hall opened the next September at a total cost of $262,132.59. 
The building measured 212 by 53 feet, and held 27 classrooms and 17 offices 
for teaching staff. A large lounge was planned on the first floor, but the need 
for classroom and office space took precedence. The former building was only 
34 years old when it burned to the ground; the present Abilene Hall has 
continued in use since that fall of 1947. 

Sandefer Memorial Hall was erected in 1949 at a cost of more than 
$300,000.37 President J.D. Sandefer's portrait hangs in the main foyer. Mr. 
and Mrs. O. D. Dillingham and Mr. and Mrs. Barney Carter gave generous 
contributions for this building.38 Wyatt C. Hedrick, the architect, designed 
the first floor to house administrative offices. The upper two floors housed 
the school library until 1976. Because of the semi-open office arrangement, 
faculty have been resistant to using it as office space in later years, and heating 
and cooling have been a problem. In 1990, Sandefer Memorial Hall housed 
the offices of the President and other administrative offices including reg- 
istration, admissions, and financial aid. 

In 1952, by action of the Board, a three-story dormitory completed by 
Rose Construction Company using plans drawn up by Hughes and Olds 
Architectural firm, was named the W. J. and Grace E. Behrens Dormitory 
for Women. The school gratefully announced a $500,000 bequest from the 
Behrens' estate in November 1955, a month after the death of Grace E. 
Behrens.39 Due to this couple's generosity, the school continues to enjoy the 
Behrens "dorm" and Behrens Chapel. 

STUDENT LIFE 

President White made a speech in the spring of 1941 pledging one 
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hundred percent cooperation with the national defense program. He promised 
to strengthen all professional and technical courses offered at HSU and to 
increase scholastic requirements. He expanded the program of religious as 
well as general activities, all of this to make campus life as interesting as 
possible.40 Student writers, influenced by the mood of the country, attempted 
to remain optimistic to give their readers hope for the future just as national 
magazines, popular songs, dances, and fashions all tried to portray hope. 

It had been customary to select a Bronco Sweetheart from the class which 
had the best record of photographs made, in order to encourage students 
to take time to sit for a portrait and to buy a yearbook containing their own 
photograph. In 1945, many men and a few women students had gone to 
war, so that year the Annual Sweetheart award was given to all those who 
were in love and separated by war, with the hope they would soon be reunited. 
This dream was fulfilled when many of those couples later married.41 Throughout 
the war years, the college newspaper attempted to liven everyone's spirits, 
and once in a while a spoof entitled The Cowboy's Tale was printed. Usually 
it included satirical letters from the Cowboy Band to the Cowgirl pep squad. 
An example from 1943 reads: 

Dear Cowgirls: 
In the hope of improvement (which you need badly) in future years, 
we are making some criticisms of your organization. 

You are operating under a false name! There are a lot of things clothes 
won't cover up, and in your case it has not covered up the fact that 
probably only a few of you have seen cows, horses, or a ranch. You 
are offended to be called what you really are—a pep squad—except 
you don't even yell. Perhaps you should reorganize under the name 
of "a city-ish, yell-less group." 
Sincerely, The Cowboy Band. 

In reply, the young women wrote the following: 
Deer Cowboy Band: 
Now we didn't spell the Salutation that way just because we are so 
dumb—but because male deer are distinguished by long branching 
horns that are shed and that is just what we believe you did in your 
letter. You tried to shed your horns and place them on us. 

It is only our broad imagination that allows us to call you Cowboys— 
and a still broader one to add the Band to your title. We are a bit 
too dignified to call you some things that you could be called. (Things 
other than deer have horns.) 

But (even though we do have trouble getting you to march correctly 
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for our acts between halves) we have come to the conclusion that you 
do at least represent the "boys" part of your title. 
Sincerely, The Cowgirls.42 

Although the creative writing vehicle titled The Corral was discontinued 
in 1933 and, for financial savings perhaps, not reinstituted until 1948, student 
creativity found other routes. April Fool's Day special editions, nostalgic letters 
in the alumni bulletins, and mass mailings of letters overseas all helped to 
pass the time until victory brought a return to some semblance of normal 
campus living. One letter excerpted from the Range Rider told of an ex-student 
named Harry Dyck, who was born in Russia and fled with his family to Canada 
in 1924. A few years later he left for the United States under a student's visa. 
After attending a college in Kansas for a year and a half he said: 

I ran out of classes unless I wanted to become a minister, and I didn't 
even attend church so how was I going to live as a minister? I wrote 
to many schools telling them of my circumstances and that I must 
have a place to work nearby. Only one school answered my letters 
and that was Hardin-Simmons. I threw my few belongings into a 
suitcase and 1 hitched to Abilene. It was great!! Then the war progressed 
rapidly and I volunteered with the rest of the fellows. .. .My only regret 
is that 1 could not have stayed the entire four years. I have had a 
wonderful life and I still am so happy and thankful that Hardin- 
Simmons at one time 'took me in.'43 

Students had fun in the forties—much of it "homemade." There was an 
annual "Queen" contest. There was also a "Beauty and the Beast" contest, and 
the beastliest (always a male) was presented with a bouquet of onions and 
other vegetables along with a pacifying box of candy.44 

The Ex-Students Bulletin changed its name in September, 1947. Pastor 
Vernon Yearby of Midland had hoped that one day the Bulletin would have 
such an attractive heading that it would make a stranger want to pick it up 
and read it in order to learn more about the University. His desire was expressed 
to HSU staff member Mary (Nesbitt) Shaw via Ewell Bone, Alumni President. 
Freshman art student Walter Johnson of Brownwood designed the new 
heading which included a cowboy on horseback and the name was changed 
to Range Rider.43 The quarterly Range Rider continues as a vehicle for news 
to alumni. 

School spirit was one of the few commodities in good supply during 
the war, but sometimes the pranks caused problems. Charles Pond, later 
Professor Emeritus of the University of Illinois, admitted in 1989 that he had 
been one of the football squad members over fifty years ago who had captured 
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Texas Tech bandsmen in order to brand HSU on their foreheads with silver 
nitrate. When the rival musicians were leaving Abilene the next day, their 
bus was pelted with eggs, and a fight broke out on South First Street involving 
most of the fifty bandsmen and an equal number of HSU students. President 
Sandefer apologized to the other school and launched an investigation. 

Charlie Pond could not remember the outcome other than that he received 
forty-nine and one half demerits as punishment. Since the late President 
Sandefer had settled on a fifty-demerit ruling, when miscreants reached that 
total, they were suspended for the rest of the semester. Pond remembers that 
he was grateful to have avoided suspension. During depression years the school 
needed to retain all students, so the half demerit was begun by R. N. 
Richardson, attempting to avoid having to suspend any offenders and thereby 
losing tuition income for the school. 

Several new clubs were formed during the forties. For those students 
taking horseback riding or those interested in it as a hobby, the Riding Club 
for games and races was organized in 1941. The Beta Mu Kappa Music Club 
was organized in 1942 to give student musicians the opportunity to perform, 
to familiarize music majors with different fields of music literature, to sponsor 
musical activities on campus, and to provide a record room where all the 
music library facilities would be available to all students. The Naval Reserve 
Club was organized along with the Marine and Army Reserve in 1943. The 
purpose was to study the subjects most essential to the making of excellent 
Naval Officers. This group was formed partly to recognize that the Naval 
Reserve was the first of the reserve programs that enabled male students to 
stay in college to get a degree before going to war.46 Service men's wives, 
numbering about a dozen women, formed a club for two or three years. The 
clubs which had begun in the previous decade all continued.47 Organized 
at the beginning of the school year 1944-45 was the Los Hispanofilos to interest 
students in speaking Spanish, and to study the culture of Spanish-speaking 
countries. 

Sigma Tau Delta, a national literary fraternity, organized the Xi Epsilon 
chapter on campus in 1951. Membership was opened to English and Jour- 
nalism maj ors of junior or senior rank who had exceptional scholastic records.48 

President Richardson dedicated the recently started campus radio station, 
KHSU, on January 17, 1949. The playing of the school anthem began the 
3-9 p.m. programming that included news of school events and personalities, 
national news, sportscasts, student dramas, and music. The station provided 
a medium for instruction for the speech and theater majors. The technical 
apparatus under the supervision of the physics department was built by 
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students Scott Smith and Raymond Roberts.49 Winston Moore, "Slim Willet," 
was station manager. He made the public aware of HSU, although the 
administration may have been reluctant to claim his lively banter and western 
music. He launched into a career in radio, and was perhaps best known for 
the song "Don't Let the Stars Get in Your Eyes." The station's operation stopped 
at some point but was revived for a time in 1959 by Dr. D. T. Holland. That 
year HSU and ACU formed the first joint chapter of Alpha Epsilon Rho, a 
national radio and TV honorary fraternity.50 

Senior Day, organized mostly by the students, was an annual event to 
recruit area high school seniors. Usually about 2,000 students came to the 
campus for tours, a barbecue, and a rodeo.51 In 1949, senior student Glen 
Burroughs was master of ceremonies. Burroughs received a Master of Arts 
degree from HSU in 1950. He married Virginia Randel, class of 1950. Over 
a lifetime of service to HSU, he has received the Distinguished Alumni Award 
(1978) and thejohnj. Keeter Award (1983). Burroughs retired as the President 
of Sun Exploration and Production Company and in 1989, he and his wife 
gave an endowment fund that is projected to generate more than $1,000,000 
to be used solely for student scholarships.52 

In 1950, three of the twelve speakers during the annual Religious Focus 
Week were Hardin-Simmons exes: T. A. Patterson, then pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Beaumont; Fred Swank, then pastor of the Sagamore Hills Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth; and Wayne Evans, a retail merchant of agricultural 
equipment and University trustee from Hereford, Texas.53 

The University had to reckon with war again in 1950 when the nation 
became involved in the Korean conflict. About 150 men were listed on the 
Korean service roll. When the war was over, there was a new group of G.I.'s, 
which increased enrollment slightly for a year or two.54 

RODEO 

The first college rodeo in the country took place at HSU in 1946. The 
next year the campus began Western Week, sometimes called Fracas week, 
when most wore western clothes, participated in contests, ate barbecue, and 
learned about ranching. Four rodeo performances highlighted the week with 
bareback bronco riding, bull riding, calf roping, team tying, cutting horse 
contests, wild cow milking, and, for girl contestants, goat tying. Up to twenty 
schools entered contestants each year. The Cowboy Band supplied western 
music, and the Cowgirls Club ushered. Concession stands were handled by 
members of the Cowgirl Band. 
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Bill Ledbetter, Business Manager, and Carl Myers, a young man just out 
of his teens, were the mainstays of the first rodeos. Most of Carl's life had 
been spent ranching and doing rodeo work. In the spring of 1949, he was 
elected president of the HSU Rodeo Association and, through his efforts, helped 
found the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association (NIRA). Only a few 
months later he died in Big Spring, on an August afternoon. At his funeral, 
his father led Carl's horse, saddled but riderless, in honor of his clean-cut, 
quiet-spoken, Christian son.55 The HSU rodeo arena and grounds were named 
in his honor, and the rodeo which he began has taken place each spring for 
over forty years. In 1953, the HSU team won the world championship of 
NIRA Rodeo. During the fifties they were team champions at several rodeos 
in Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico. As the school concentrated 
more heavily on other sports, fewer students showed an interest in rodeo. 
The only prize won in the sixties was third place at the HSU Rodeo in 1967. 
Women riders took the honors in later years. In 1971 the women won first 
place at the NIRA Rodeo, in 1972 were Rodeo Champions at Oklahoma State 
University, and in 1973 were Girls Champions at Sul Ross State University. 
Rodeos are popular in Texas and the HSU Annual Rodeo continues to be 
held each spring. 

ROTC 

In June 1952, the college established an Army ROTC program, one of 
the first general Military Science units in the United States. Omar Burleson, 
a 1926 graduate and member of the U.S. House of Representatives, made 
the announcement that HSU was one of only nineteen schools chosen from 
thousands of applications. The Abilene community had worked hard to get 
Camp Dyess56 a decade before, and Burleson cited the cooperative attitude 
of both the community and the college faculty, adequate school facilities, the 
type of student attending HSU, and its academic standing as reasons for HSU's 
selection. The students were able to be officers in any branch of the service. 
Colonel Howard P. Rice, Professor of Military Science and Tactics, headed 
the nine man staff. The Corral gymnasium was converted into an armory; 
and during the program's first year, 275 male students enrolled for military 
training.57 In 1965, the ROTC program was made optional. All ROTC students 
at HSU train now for the Army.58 

The Military Science Department at HSU currently presents general 
military subjects for both the two-year and four-year programs, with strong 
encouragement for prior service veterans to take advantage of the benefits 
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offered through the Army ROTC Program. Any student of Hardin-Simmons 
University may take basic Military Science courses, and credits earned may 
be used to meet either physical education or elective requirements for gradu- 
ation. The unit has trained and been the source of commission for over 650 
Second Lieutenants. A few years ago, members of the cadet corps named 
themselves The "Roughriders" Battalion, following the name of the group of 
brave soldiers that Teddy Roosevelt had once commanded.59 The basic course 
includes four one-hour courses for freshmen and sophomores. The advanced 
course contains four three-hour courses for juniors and seniors. Students from 
Abilene Christian University, McMurry University, and Howard Payne University 
in Brownwood are allowed to participate under an ROTC Cross-Enrollment 
Agreement. Summer camps have provided training and experience for the 
officers of the future. In the summer of 1953, five men attended camps at 
Ft. Benning, Georgia; Ft. Sill, Oklahoma; Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland; 
and Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. The Pershing Rifle Unit was a member of 
the Pershing Rifles National Honorary Military Society which encouraged, 
developed, and preserved the highest ideals of the military profession. In 1970, 
Cadet P/R Captain Gordon R. Lam received the "P.R. Commander's Award," 
the highest individual award available to a Pershing Rifleman. Only five were 
presented throughout the nation that year. 

In 1969, a flag pole was erected in front of the old ROTC building as 
a memorial to Major Albert G. Maroscher, killed in action in Vietnam April 
15,1968.60 Major Maroscher had been an assistant professor of military science 
at HSU from 1964-67.61 In 1971, a well-equipped building was funded by 
the Mabee Foundation. It was dedicated by General William C. Westmoreland, 
then Chief of Staff for the U.S. Army, in September, 1972. It is the only ROTC 
building in the nation built specifically for Military Science instruction, and 
was built when such buildings were being burned by protesting students on 
other campuses. The facility has three classrooms, offices for the Army ROTC 
cadre and cadet organizations, a small-bore ten lane rifle range, and supply 
and storage rooms. Located in the foyer of Mabee Hall is a twenty-four inch 
bronze casting of the figure of General Douglas MacArthur, presented in 1970 
by Zenon C. R. Hansen of Allentown, Pennsylvania, President of Mack Trucks. 
Hansen was a member of the Board of Development for some years and served 
as Chairman of that Board. There is also a mounted bronze plaque in the 
foyer, awarded in 1978 in honor of the Air Assault and Airborne Wings with 
the inscription "Breeding will tell . . . Talent will out." 

The lawns fronting the building have been planted with trees on which 
are located plaques with names going back to the first active duty Sergeant- 
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Major. These trees have been named the W. T. Walton grove in honor of 
Dean Walton's involvement in training the first Student Army Training Corps 
(SATC) group for World War I. For some years there was a Rifle Team 
sponsored by the Athletic Department and coached by the Department of 
Military Science. It was open to all students who wished to participate in 
a varsity marksmanship program. Rifle practice and matches were conducted 
in the Mabee Hall indoor range.62 Riflery was discontinued under the Athletic 
program beginning in 1990. The Ranger Challenge Team program, begun 
in 1986, is an intercollegiate competition between all Army ROTC programs 
and is prospering. 

During these almost forty years of the unit's active training, the ROTC 
members have been actively involved in many campus activities including 
commencement and Founder's Day activities as well as local church congre- 
gations and other community endeavors. They add solemnity to all the official 
school assemblies by their representation in uniform. The senior military men 
assigned to administer the ROTC program have added positively to the life 
of the school, and the program continues to be a valued part of all that the 
University offers. 

ATHLETICS 

The sport of football grew in importance each decade. By the late forties, 
boys, turned into men by the war, returned to school, and football soon reached 
its zenith. In the forties, football was not a platoon system, so schools carried 
only 22 or 23 players to games away from home.63 At the start of the 1941 
season, Frank Kimbrough was replaced as head coach by Warren Woodson, 
the inventor of the Winged-T offense, and the Cowboys' climb to national 
fame continued. That year was also Hardin-Simmons' first year in the Border 
Conference, and the Cowboys tied Arizona for first place in the league. The 
following season the Cowboys were undefeated at the end of a back-breaking 
schedule with major universities. The team averaged 307 yards per game 
rushing, led by R. H. "Doc" Mobley. He won the national rushing championship 
with a total of 1,281 yards, and, with his teammate Camp Wilson, turned 
in a combined nine-game rushing total of 2,262 yards. Mobley was named 
Little All-American in 1942 and 1946, and was selected to the first team All- 
Border Conference squad. The Cowboys became the first team to go through 
an entire season without throwing an interception.64 War had broken out, 
and so many of the Cowboys went to serve that football was stopped from 
1943 to the fall of 1946.65 Mobley left to serve until 1946, when he again 
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led the nation's rushers. 
Al Johnson played on the 1942 Sun Bowl team. He fought at Iwo Jima 

and other Pacific battles from 1943-46 and returned to school in 1946 when 
he was named Honorable Mention AU-American as the star quarterback of 
the team. That undefeated season saw the Cowboys win a Border Conference 
title and finish eighteenth in the nation, giving the team a chance to play 
in the Alamo Bowl on New Year's Day in San Antonio and gain a victory 
there against the University of Denver. The Alamo Bowl was postponed until 
the fourth of January due to a heavy snow storm. The sponsors lost money 
because of the delay, and the Alamo Bowl was never attempted again. Johnson 
also played third baseman and outfielder for the 1946 and 1947 baseball teams. 
In 1948, he was selected to play in the College All Star game against the "world 
champion" Chicago Cardinals, and was drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Murray Evans, a student from 1938-42, was named Honorable Mention 
Little All-American by the Associated Press. He returned to HSU in 1946 as 
assistant coach and served as head coach from 1952-54. He was inducted 
into HSU's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1982.66 Al Milch, another outstanding 
player, was named to the All Border Conference team in 1942 and in 1946, 
and named to the Associated Press Little All-American team that same year. 
In 1948, he returned to the University as coach of the freshmen team, and 
in 1950 was the varsity line coach. Milch was included in the Hall of Fame 
inductees in 1989. 

In 1942, John N. "Red" Cleveland lettered on the undefeated team that 
played in the New Year's Day Sun Bowl game in El Paso. He served in the 
armed forces from 1942-46 but returned to school as co-captain of the 1946 
football team, played in the Alamo Bowl 1947, and in the Harbor Bowl 1948. 
Graduating magna cum laude in 1948, he remained as assistant football coach 
and scout from 1948-50. The only freshman named to the All-Border Conference 
team in 1946 was Early "Strawberry" Rowan, and he was named again in 
1947. He received honorable mention in the 1949 Little All-American team. 
Rowan was honored with induction into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1989. 

The Cowboys had compiled the seventh best record in the nation from 
1940-43 under Warren Woodson's guidance. He was named five times Border 
Conference Coach of the Year, twice while at HSU. He continued his sports 
career and won many honors along the way, including induction into HSU's 
Athletic Hall of Fame.67 

By the end of the 1947 season, a student from HSU named Wilton O. 
"Hook" Davis was the nation's top ball carrier. His feats were amazing: 
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He set records for most points scored, most career touchdowns, most 
total net yards rushed, most times carried, and 5,515 yards in total 
yards, including rushes, kick returns, and pass receptions. He was 
named to the Little Ail-American team for three years and was honorable 
mention All-American in 1948. He was selected All-Border Conference 
in 1947, '48, and '49 and was honored by Colliers Magazine as All- 
Southwest halfback in 1948.68 

Davis was an inductee into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1980, and has 
served on the Board of Trustees in recent years. He and his wife, Eddye, have 
committed generous gifts totaling much beyond $1,000,000, and continue 
to be involved with all that happens at the school. 

Davis' teammate, Bob McChesney, ranked fourteenth in the nation in 
pass receptions in 1947. He was named All-Border Conference in 1947, '48, 
and '49, and was a Little All-American in 1949. He was also a member of 
the Colliers All-Star Team Southwest Squad that same year. He played in the 
1950 College All Star game when they defeated the Football League Champion 
Philadelphia Eagles 17-7. He also lettered one year in basketball and three 
years in baseball. After graduating, he played professional football with the 
New York Giants 1950-52. The school named him to the Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1986. 

Perhaps HSU's finest hour came in 1948 when the team finished sixth 
in the nation offensively, led by Hook Davis (fifth in rushing), quarterback 
John "Model-T" Ford (eighth in passing) and receiver Bob McChesney (third 
in receiving).69 With these top individual stars, the "Cowpokes" were the only 
team ever to play in four Bowls. They opened at the Harbor Bowl in San 
Diego, then tied Pacific in the Grape Bowl at Lodi, California, then topped 
Ouachita in the Shrine Bowl in Little Rock, Arkansas, before beating Wichita 
State in the Camellia Bowl in Lafayette, Louisiana. After that spectacular season, 
the NCAA passed a ruling that no one team could play in more than one 
bowl game a year.70 

In 1949, Ford's 26 touchdown passes set a new national record. He played 
in the North-South Shrine All-Star game in Miami in 1950 and was named 
the game's Most Valuable Player as well as the South's outstanding player. 
The school chose to induct Ford into the Hall of Fame in 1984. 

HSU was to play Arizona State College of Tempe in 1948. Since the Arizona 
team had two black players, President Richardson went before the trustees 
to ask their opinion on the possible volatility of the situation. The trustees 
"felt it would not be best...to bring colored players for games to be played 
in Abilene," indicating the sad reality that discrimination in "the buckle of 
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the Bible belt" continued until integration was forced on the whole country 
an entire generation later.71 The Christian Church has had a mixed record 
over two thousand years, sometimes in the vanguard of positive social change, 
but sometimes reluctantly pulled ahead by the larger culture. Although Dr. 
James Simmons had clearly stated in the College Foundation Agreement, "No 
religious test shall ever hinder any person, even though he be an idol 
worshiping Hindoo [sic] or a heathen Chinaman from entering an receiving 
instruction in said Simmons College,"72 HSU in this regard only represented 
its constituency in their attitude toward non-whites. The statement of Dr. 
Simmons may seem racist today, but one hundred years ago it was meant 
as a specific, non-sectarian declaration. Hardin-Simmons was, at least, one 
of the first two Southern Baptist schools to integrate in the early sixties. 

Another member of the undefeated 1946 football team and the 1947 
squad which won in the Alamo Bowl was Bill Scott. He received a B.S. degree 
at HSU in 1947 and the Master of Arts degree in 1949. He captained the 
college basketball team in 1949, and as basketball coach in 1953 gave the 
school its first 20-win season and its first trip to the NCAA basketball playoffs, 
where they defeated Texas Tech 86-84. During his eleven years at HSU he 
coached thirteen players who were selected All Conference a total of eighteen 
times. He was selected by the Border Conference in 1953 and again in 1957 
as Coach of the Year. While at HSU, he coached football, basketball, and 
golf. He was the head basketball coach, golf coach, and assistant athletic 
director when he resigned in 1962. Scott then began his Air Defense Career 
with the National Guard and over the next twenty years he rose to the rank 
of Major General. Texas Governor Bill Clements appointed Scott as Adjutant 
General—Commander of Army and Air Command in 1979. He served for 
six years. (He was elected to the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1982.) Scott 
and his attractive wife, Billie Sue, have continued to support the school; Billie 
served on the Board of Trustees for two terms beginning in 1984 as one of 
their several contributions.. 

By 1950, the school had become tenth in the nation in football among 
major colleges for the ten-year period beginning in 1941—an outstanding 
accomplishment for a small school. Dunny Goode and McChesney each 
established new Border Conference records by catching eleven touchdown 
passes each. The 1951 All-Border Conference football team included four 
Cowboys—Bob Hart, Clinton Holder, Frank (Dunny) Goode, and Bill Cagle.73 

Goode was the nation's second-best rusher and was also given honorable 
mention for All-American.74 In 1951, HSU beat Texas Tech 28-13 in the Border 
Conference football championship and gained a trip to the Sun Bowl, where 
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they played before a crowd of approximately 17,500. D. C. Andrews played 
football from 1950-54. He was a member of the All Border Conference Team 
in 1954 and was team captain that same year. He was selected to Who's Who 
in American Colleges and Universities in 1954 and coached for many years 
in Hamlin, Texas. He presently serves as Superintendent of Schools in Sydney, 
Texas. Andrews was a 1990 inductee into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame.75 

These men and many others gave Cowboy football fans much to enjoy and 
remember. 

Basketball was becoming a stronger and more popular sport by the end 
of the forties when the Cowboys played in their first NCAA tournament. The 
team starred Larry Roberts, a three-year letterman who helped the team to 
win the Border Conference championship against the Texas Tech Raiders (86- 
84) in 1953.76 Roberts was inducted into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1989 as was Bill "Hank" Green, one of the all-time greats of Cowboy basketball, 
scoring 1067 career points from 1951-1953. He was the leading scorer in 
the Cowboys' post-season NCAA appearance and was selected to play in the 
National AAU Tournament in his junior and senior years. He also lettered 
in track. Doyle Brunson was named All Conference and was voted the Most 
Valuable Player of the Conference in 1953. 

Robert L. "Bob" Tremaine attended HSU between 1952-57. He was the 
first Cowboy basketball player to score 500 points in one season. For years 
Tremaine held the HSU record for most points in one season, most points 
in one game, most career points, and the most free throws made in one season. 
He was named Most Valuable Player on the school's squad, and for three 
years he was elected to the All-Border Conference team. Before the 1955 season 
began Bob broke his ankle and had to miss the whole season to allow his 
ankle to heal. Because of his injury he missed the opportunity to try out for 
the 1956 U.S. Olympic Basketball Team. Though he was an outstanding 
athlete, he chose to attend Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary and has 
spent his life serving in several states with the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1980. 
Both his son and daughter graduated from HSU in recent years. 

Jack Martin, a 1949 graduate, was a top scorer and placed on the team 
of the All-Border Conference. In 1948, he scored two hundred points in the 
twenty-four games played that season. He became bead coach upon gradu- 
ating, and produced the All-Border Conference player Julius "Slats" Stagner.77 

Athletes excelled in other sports as well. Apparently, there was an 
organized HSU Boxing Team from about 1947 to 1951. Murray Evans and 
Tom Proctor directed and coached the team. It was difficult to arrange matches 
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with other colleges because there were so few that had boxing programs. HSU 
competed against Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma which had an excellent 
program and against Texas Tech University. Tom Adams, a student from 1947 
to 1951, was winner of five state boxing championships, three as a light- 
heavyweight and two as a heavyweight. He won five Golden Gloves cham- 
pionships and was the only man to win them in consecutive years. He lost 
only eight fights in over one hundred contests. In 1948, he was the light- 
heavyweight Olympic champion of the 13th District of the U.S. Army, and 
in 1949, he was named a member of the International Boxing Team. He was 
inducted into the HSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 1987. Fred Morales was the 
lightweight champion in the State Golden Glove contests during these years.78 

Other boxers during these years were Bill Burkhart, Howard McCranie, and 
James "Cotton" Fowler. 

Track, tennis, badminton, archery, and golf rounded out the sports 
program. The golf team of the early fifties was led to national prominence 
by Joe Ed Black, George Smith, Billy Phillips, and Tommy Hale. In Hale's 
freshman year he won medalist honors in the Border Conference golf tour- 
nament, leading his team to win the title. He was second in the medalist race 
at the NCAA national tournament, and in 1953 he won the NAIA individual 
title and the team became the NAIA national champions for the only time 
in the history of the college. The next year HSU finished second in the national 
team standings, and in 1955 Hale led the team to a runner-up finish for the 
NAIA title, winning him a place in the college Hall of Fame in 1982. E. W. 
"Bill" Ledbetter played a vital part in the athletic program as Athletic Director 
during the fifties. 

Since there was no budget for women's sports and since it was thought 
by some that women did not have the emotional stability to cope with 
competitive sports, needless to say, there are few records other than recounts 
of female pep squads, which was typical of most colleges at the time. Pat 
McChesney, nonetheless, was such an outstanding athlete as an undergraduate 
that she was invited to instruct in badminton, and after graduation, she taught 
tennis and methods courses in the physical education department. During 
her long career in athletics, she planned and initiated the first Texas Volleyball 
Coaching School and All-Star Match in 1969 for Texas high schools. The 
next year the U.S. Volleyball Association named her Leader in Volleyball for 
the nation. McChesney was the convention director for the national cham- 
pionships of the USVBA in 1980 and served on the USVBA Rules Committee 
for fifteen years. She also served eight years on the Board of Directors for 
the USVBA. McChesney has been a member of the Board of Directors for 
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the U.S. Volleyball Educational Foundation for several years. As a member, 
and captain of the national All-Star Olympic Volleyball team (for ages fifty- 
five plus), she has won seven gold medals. She has co-ordinated many of 
the senior women's volleyball Olympic competitions. Her husband, Howard 
McChesney, lettered two years in baseball and four years in football, and was 
captain of the 1949 team. He coached football, track, and freshman basketball 
through the late fifties and early sixties. The couple have two sons and reside 
in Dallas.79 

The men's athletic program was held in high regard and enjoyed much 
success in the 1940s and early fifties in intramural sports. Many records in 
varsity play were set during this illustrious period of the University's sports' 
history. 

FACULTY 

Impossible though it is to record the lives of all the outstanding faculty, 
the following two men are representative of many others by their length of 
tenure and their variety of contribution. They added to the fabric of University 
life in very different ways, and would be quick to mention others who might, 
from their perspective, be more representative of traits which are most desirable 
in Christian academics. "Dean" Truett Walton was one of the most popular 
teachers ever to work on campus. At ninety-two years old, he is an outgoing, 
congenial man with an endearing sense of humor. 

William Truett Walton was born in 1898 in Mansfield, Texas. His 
education included a B.A. from Simmons College, 1920, and studies in the 
University of Texas Law School and Southwestern Seminary before earning 
a B.D. from Yale University in 1927. 

His career began as Assistant Professor and then Associate Professor in 
Religion at Simmons from 1927 to 1931. In the midst of the depression years 
he became Superintendent of Schools first at Kirkland near Albuquerque, and 
later as the President of Ranger Junior College. He returned to the University 
to act as Business Manager in 1941. Approximately five hundred people 
participated in an historical pageant presented on the University grounds as 
part of the semi-centennial celebrations that year, and Walton acted as narrator, 
dressed in complete western dress. Walton was always ready to fit into any 
role, so he became prominent in speaking circles in the community, at service 
clubs, and in churches. Since his real interest lay in teaching, he became 
Professor of Bible and Acting Dean of Students in 1943.80 During his long 
tenure he also acted as Vice President and Associate Dean of Academic Affairs. 
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In the summer of 1964, Dean Walton was invited to give the Commencement 
address. His thesis was as follows: 

You are charged with oversimplification: You have made molehills out 
of mountains. Build your lives on the first and second Command- 
ments... and you will not be guilty of trivializing other human beings 
and their attempts — or yourself and your attempts. It is a far greater 
sin to downgrade an act or a person than to exaggerate the good he 
has done. Don't ever be accused of making "a molehill out of a 
mountain."81 

Walton was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from HSU 
and retired officially in 1968, after receiving a forty-year service pin—an 
unusual length of service to the school. As Vice President Emeritus, he then 
worked in alumni and development areas. Walton was an enthusiastic member 
of many clubs, President of the Texas Council of Church Related Colleges 
in 1963, a deacon of First Baptist Church, and one of those listed in "Who's 
Who in America" for over thirty years.82 A low but hearty chuckle is 
characteristic in his conversation and proves true Walton's favorite scripture 
verse, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine but a broken spirit drieth 
the bones." 

A man of varied talents, W. O. "Bill" Beazley, son of a Baptist minister, 
was born in Lexington, Virginia; graduated from Pineville-Edom High School, 
Edom, in 1932; and earned fourteen athletic letters before graduating with 
a B.A. from Bridgewater College, Virginia. He first worked as a coach at a 
high school in Rockingham County, Virginia, and then from 1939 to 1942 
was employed as religious director for the Staunton Baptist Church. He next 
held the post of assistant pastor at the Orcutt Avenue Baptist Church in 
Newport News. In 1944, Beazley left Virginia to enter SWBTS in Fort Worth, 
where he received an M.R.E. degree in 1946, a D.R.E. degree in 1949, and 
completed his D.Ed, degree in 1970.84 

Meanwhile, W. O. Beazley had arrived at HSU in 1948 to teach Religious 
Education, Speech, and Bible for a period of twelve years. During that time, 
he directed performances of religious dramas as well. He became Assistant 
to President Richardson with specific assignments in development and public 
relations. In 1956, Beazley returned to Virginia to serve as Secretary of the 
Department of Assemblies of the Virginia Baptist Board of Mission and 
Education in Richmond. President Evan Reiff invited him back in 1960 as 
Chairman of the Department of Religious Education and as Director of 
Institutional Services. During the next seven years he was highly successful 
in orchestrating the Artist Series, which brought performers from all over the 
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world to the Abilene community and to the student body. 
"Doc" Beazley has given the rest of his life to the University in one capacity 

or another. From 1963-71 he was Director of Admissions, three years of that 
time acting as Coordinator of University Relations as well. From 1969-71 
he was Administrative Assistant to President Skiles, who promoted him to 
Executive Vice President in 1971. His interests have included the annual Rodeo 
week, which he has managed from 1962 to the present. He retired officially 
in 1985. 

As Vice-President Emeritus he plays several roles, but in the eyes of the 
children of Abilene he is primarily "Cotton's Daddy." Cotton is a favorite of 
school children because he is the subject of one of Beazley's several children's 
books. Beazley accepts invitations to visit elementary schools with one of the 
horses to educate classes about animal care. He has served under six presidents 
and embodies the resilient western spirit of those who began the institution 
he has served for over thirty-five years. 

Dr. Beazley adapted to the sweeping changes brought about by a new 
administration when President Rupert Richardson chose to relinquish his post 
and return to teaching in 1953. The next few years would see three very 
different administrative styles on campus as each succeeding president at- 
tempted to bring the University closer to his ideals of excellence. 



Nine  
Presidents Reiff, Graham, and Landes 

L .n 1950, the "cowboy" town with a 
population of 45,000 was "going modern," and within fifteen years freeways 
were sprawling in all four directions from the city. These highways were used 
not only by cars but by trucks coming to the city from other cattle and oil 
centers of West Texas, and from large cities such as Dallas, Los Angeles, and 
Chicago. U.S. Highway 80, "America's broadway," was flanked by modern 
motels and steak houses on both east and west ends of the city. Downtown 
renovation had included widening of all the main streets and removal of the 
high curbs. Abilene was now considered the center of a thirty-five county 
oil-producing area and contained five hundred businesses directly connected 
with the oil industry. By 1965, the city's population was said to have reached 
100,000;* that figure likely included those who came from outlying towns 
each day to work, since the census was closer to 90,000.2 

HSU's longstanding reputation built on faith in God and commitment 
to service attracted the type of student who flourished in that climate. The 
University administration was very little affected by the problems which 
occurred on many state campuses during the sixties. 

Evan A. Reiff presided from 1953 to 1962. He faced with courage a 
diminishing enrollment, the need for curriculum restructuring coupled with 
a need for improvement of faculty credentials, and mounting financial prob- 
lems. After Reiffs untimely death in 1962, George Graham gave strong 
leadership as interim president for almost two years. When he took the reins 
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of administration in 1963, James H. Landes encouraged financial restructuring. 
He used his connections in the Southern Baptist Convention to help the school 
gain further enrollment and financial support, as well as to spark interest 
from new quarters. 

In the fall of 1961, the school trustees decided that the institution would 
accept qualified students without regard to race—one of the first private 
institutions to do so. Two black students enrolled for the spring semester 
of 1962 and fourteen enrolled the next fall. The students had full rights in 
the cafeteria, lived in residence halls, and participated in intercollegiate sports. 
Previously, there had been limited enrollment of blacks involved in ministerial 
study, primarily men from overseas. 

Although data were never completed regarding vocational choice of 
graduating classes, it appears that the greatest percentage of graduates were 
employed by the public school systems of Texas, and the second largest 
percentage of graduates became Baptist ministers in Texas. It was roughly 
estimated that in the early sixties, one in every fifteen Baptist ministers in 
Texas was an alumnus of HSU.3 There were also many graduates engaged 
in other church-related vocations. 

Every summer was used to prepare the campus for students. It was a 
time to build or renovate buildings, add air conditioning, improve heating, 
add paving or sidewalks, move entire departments to other buildings as 
classroom space was enlarged, and by the sixties, to make such improvements 
as having phone lines available to every dormitory room, a radical and probably 
unnecessary move in the minds of some of the older alumni. When Dr. and 
Mrs. Reiff arrived, the campus appearance was quite a shock after South 
Dakota's green lawns and tall trees. Red ant hills and grass burrs were 
everywhere. Paved roadways were scarce. Flowers and shrubbery were almost 
nonexistent. The Reiffs felt a burden to press for improvement in every 
direction. 

NINTH PRESIDENT: EVAN ALLARD REIFF, 1953-1962. 

Evan Allard Reiff was born in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, on December 4, 
1907. Son of Fred Leighton and Sarah L. Reiff, he attended high school in 
Newport, Arkansas, and graduated magna cum laude from Oklahoma Baptist 
University in 1930. Reiff had been licensed and ordained at First Baptist 
Church, Newport, Arkansas, in 1929. At Iowa University he received the M.A. 
in 1931. He received the Ph.D. from the same school in 1937, his major work 
being in English Literature and Philosophy. He taught English at the University 
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of Iowa from 1930-35. He married Velma Bennett on June 5, 1934 and the 
couple had three children: Evangeline (Mrs. Nathan Newman), Fred, and John 
David. "Vangie" was a Cowgirl, White Horse Rider, and editor of the yearbook 
in 1956. She earned both the B.A. and M.Ed, at HSU.4 In 1990, she was teaching 
art at Jefferson Middle School in Abilene and brother, Fred, also an HSU 
graduate, was a geologist living in Abilene. John, B.A. and M.A., University 
of Texas, earned his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. In 1990, John 
was teaching in the writing program of the University of California at Santa 
Barbara. 

E. A. Reiff returned to Oklahoma Baptist University as associate professor 
of English and director of debate for the year 1935-36. For the next seven 
years he was employed at Ottawa University in Ottawa, Kansas, where he 
served as professor and head of the English and Speech Department. During 
his student days he pastored churches in Oklahoma and Iowa. Later he served 
as pastor in Kansas and as interim pastor in churches in Pennsylvania. At 
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, he was professor of 
English from 1946-50 and chairman of the College Division during his last 
two years there.5 The family moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where Reiff 
became president of Sioux Falls College from 1950 to 1953. During each 
of these years he travelled about 40,000 miles through the upper midwestem 
United States on behalf of the college, and was very successful in fundraising. 

The next move was to Abilene where Reiff became President of HSU in 
1953. Along with his many administrative responsibilities as president, he 
served on the Education Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention from 
1954-60, and was its chairman during 1957-58. In 1960, Reiff was honored 
with the first annual Alumni Achievement Award from his alma mater, 
Oklahoma Baptist University. He was Chairman in 1960-61 of the Southern 
Association of Baptist Colleges and Schools, President of the Texas Council 
of Church-related Colleges, and President of the Texas Baptist Schools 
Administrators Association, 1961-62.6 

After one year in office, President Reiff was even more acutely aware of 
the problems and challenges confronting him. In 1954, he closed a challenging 
report he made to the trustees by reminding them of how seriously he took 
Christian stewardship: 

He [God] has not been far from my thoughts in every sentence. If 
He wants HSU to be a greater university, and His people want the 
same, no power on earth can prevent this institution from rising in 
quiet dignity to cast the benediction of its shadow over our whole 
beloved Southwest and over into the uttermost parts of this, our Lord's 
earth.7 
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Along with much that was positive, the new president inherited a large 
financial deficit and problems in academic areas. He worked hard and gave 
every ounce of energy he had to the school to reduce the school's financial 
deficit and to raise the academic standards. Reiff agonized over ways to improve 
the faculty and faculty salaries. One way to do this was by employing new 
people who had doctoral degrees and by encouraging more of those members 
already employed to pursue higher degrees, but these means of improvement 
took money. Reiff also felt strongly about instituting desegregation, but many 
others were not in favor of this in the fifties.8 He wanted to be able to raise 
entrance requirements so that the institution would enjoy a higher academic 
standard; this finally happened about fifteen years later. He also focused his 
attention on both library personnel and holdings. During Reiffs presidency, 
the University's cultural contributions to Abilene and West Texas included 
the successful Artist Series, as well as numerous conferences and other special 
events. 

President Reiff required most students to live in dormitories on campus. 
He believed that "the process of education is the understanding of rules and 
submitting to them .... Uncontrolled liberty is like a bomb. It explodes and 
destroys itself and everything around it. Liberty, under law, is like the power 
of a locomotive. It is harnessed and used to advantage."9 The students did 
not always understand his goals, and some of them chafed under the rules. 
Consequently, a few unpleasant incidents occurred. After a few students placed 
a crude effigy of President Reiff on the flagpole, the student body president, 
Hal Haralson, commented that this small incident had been played up before 
the public. Haralson then added, 

It is an unfortunate situation when constructive action on the part 
of the entire student body is practically ignored .... I refer to a recent 
small article on one of the back pages of the Abilene Reporter-News 
that told of Hardin-Simmons students having been notified that their 
contribution through World University Service to aid Hungarian 
refugee students was the largest of all college contributions in Texas.10 

In a chapel assembly immediately after the prank, Board Chairman W. 
P. Wright told students that the Board was unanimously behind Dr. Reiff. 
Haralson and his Vice-President, James Tidenburg, then circulated mimeo- 
graphed sheets explaining a number of steps taken by the administration and 
faculty: the reason for tuition increases, the balancing of the budget (which 
Reiff and his associates had managed in 1956), the clearing of the school's 
standing with the Southern Association which had been under censure because 
of a too-greatly expanded graduate program, and the reason for physical 
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changes which created inconveniences on campus but were part of a long- 
range plan for campus improvement. 

Because Dr. and Mrs. Reiff had been associated with a number of different 
colleges and universities before coming to Abilene, they strongly desired to 
improve the physical appearance of the campus. They could visualize the 
possibilities of a beautiful institution in the future. Don D. Bridges, through 
a contact made by Board Chairman W. P. Wright, was hired to undertake 
this project. 

Bridges had served in the Korean War and married to Lou (Crockett) 
in 1958. He received a BS degree from Texas Tech University in 1961 and 
came to Hardin-Simmons that same year. The couple have three sons. Bridges 
was eventually made the Director of Physical Properties; he is a member of 
the Association of Physical Plant Administrators of Universities and Colleges. 
Bridges has acted as general contractor for several of the campus buildings. 
His enthusiasm, knowledge, and hard work have brought about outstanding 
changes year by year as funds allowed. Built on the front campus, the reflecting 
pond with masses of water lilies probably has the most visual impact. His 
crew even built a concrete winter home for the ducks (called the "Duck-Inn"), 
at the end of the pond. 

President Reiff formally resigned his post in January of 1962, to be effective 
in July of that year. Longtime Chairman of the Board, W. B. Irvin of Dallas, 
received the resignation with regret and added, "I think he [Reiff] is a wonderful 
Christian gentleman in every respect, and I have enjoyed working with him. 
He is an excellent academic man who has done a great deal for the quality 
of instruction Hardin-Simmons University offers . . .."n President Reiff said 
that he was resigning because "the University is at a place where it must have 
strong, aggressive leadership, and I'm just dead tired."12 Evan Reiff entered 
Hendrick Hospital on January 31,1962, for treatment of a hemorrhaging ulcer. 
He died on March 11, 1962, three days after his fourth operation. 

As the flag on campus flew at half-staff, his funeral services at First Baptist 
Church were conducted by the pastor, Elwin Skiles. Assisting Dr. Skiles were 
George Graham, interim President of the University; Rupert N. Richardson, 
past President; and James Landes, who would become President just over 
a year later. George Graham said, "Christian education has lost an outstanding 
scholar, a dynamic personality, and most of all, a wonderful Christian gentle- 
man who had rare insight into the needs of our day." J. C. Hunter, Jr., Vice- 
President of the Trustees, mourned, "I've lost a good friend. Abilene has lost 
a fine citizen. Hardin-Simmons has lost an outstanding educator. The Baptist 
denomination has lost a strong leader."13 
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Velma (Bennett) Reiff might have had "Gracious" as her second name. 
Dedicated to her Lord, her husband's career, and their children, she made 
the University better because of her presence there from 1953 to 1977. After 
her husband's premature death, Mrs. Reiff was left with the task of finishing 
the rearing of her youngest child, John, and providing for him and herself. 
She and her son stayed in the President's home until she could redecorate 
the house which she and her husband had started buying four years before 
his death. Having already obtained a B.A. degree from Oklahoma Baptist 
University, she completed a Master's degree at HSU in 1964. She had begun 
the degree twenty-eight years earlier at Iowa University. She had been a Sunday 
School teacher for many years, was WMU president, and was active in all 
affairs of the universities where her husband had served. Velma became not 
only exceedingly popular with the students over her fifteen-year career as 
an English professor at HSU, but was highly esteemed by her peers; in 1974, 
she was recognized as a Piper Professor in acknowledgement of her excellent 
teaching. Using slides taken on her trips to Europe, she cultivated in her 
students an appreciation of art, of architecture, and of other cultures as she 
dovetailed her photographs with works of literature she was teaching.14 

After retiring in 1977, she served a voluntary nine months of teaching 
English at the Beirut Baptist High School, in Lebanon. Going to a country 
so different from the United States to teach is sufficiently impressive, but Velma 
went in the fall of 1977, just after the civil war between the Arabs and Christians 
was "supposed" to be over. At age sixty-nine, she lived alone in a high-rise 
apartment in Beirut. She "rewrote" Shakespeare's "Macbeth" so that the 
students could understand the 17th century language in the play well enough 
to pass their difficult national examinations.15 Upon return home, her many 
contributions were acknowledged by an honorary doctorate bestowed by the 
University in 1979. In 1990, she was named recipient of a "Profile in 
Excellence" award from Oklahoma Baptist University from which she had 
received her B.A. degree. Velma B. Reiff is a role model as a quietly spiritual 
and spirited Christian lady and talented teacher. 

ARTIST'S SERIES 

Though the school had enjoyed on-campus performances of some of the 
greatest artists in the world, the quality of the programs and the interest and 
support of the University family and the general public lessened to such an 
extent that the programs were not scheduled in the late forties and early fifties.16 

President Reiff felt that a university should provide leadership and cultural 
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activities for its community and give students exposure to professional per- 
formances, so he brought W.O. Beazley back to HSU in 1959 as Director 
of Institutional Services and as Chairman of the Religious Education Depart- 
ment. Beazley insisted on variety in programming, and included at least one 
international program per year in a successful series which lasted for seven 
years. 

People from all over the Big Country came to enjoy Van Cliburn, Helen 
Hayes, Maurice Evans, Isaac Stern, Gianna de Angelo, and Jerome Hines. 
Groups including the Robert Wagner Chorale, The Norman Luboff Choir, 
Fred Waring and his Orchestra, Mantovani, The Helsinki Chorus, The Little 
Angels of Korea, The Kingston Trio, The Brothers Four, The Womenfolk, 
and Wrightson and Hunt performed. Roger Williams, Mary Arden, Mary Costa 
(who was awarded an honorary Doctor of Music degree from HSU), and Bob 
Hope all gave stunning performances to appreciative audiences. For many, 
the Artist's Series gave the only opportunity to see these artists in person. 
Many performers stopped in Abilene as they made their way between larger 
centers by train or automobile. The situation made the bookings affordable 
to the community. 

Until the sixties, Abilene did not have the strong community theater the 
city enjoys today, a civic auditorium, a symphony concert series,17 or strong 
theater offerings at the other two universities. Television sets were in relatively 
few homes, so competition for viewers was slight. Audiences were not nearly 
so sophisticated as they are now, generally speaking, so if a "prop" fell, or 
a spot-light did not quite follow the actor, people did not compare the 
performance with a spectacular program they might have seen on television 
in their living rooms the night before. 

The Artist's Series was a high point in the cultural life of the University 
and bound the school and community together. The series was also successful 
financially. It paid its way each year, and the goodwill it promoted in the 
community was of special help to the development program. The student 
body had the cultural advantage of having world-famous artists on campus; 
some of the students and faculty looked after all aspects of "central staging," 
some had the benefit of acting as ushers, and some gained experience in 
publicizing and reviewing the events. 

INTERIM PRESIDENT: GEORGE L. GRAHAM, 1962-63. 

As Executive Vice-President of the University, George L. Graham was 
well equipped to serve as interim President after Evan Reiffs untimely death. 
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Born on March 22, 1911, in Rush Springs, Oklahoma, Graham received his 
B.S. and M.Ed, degrees from West Texas State Teachers College between 1930 
and 1940. He taught for twenty-five years in the public schools in the 
Panhandle of Texas and was Superintendent of Schools in Hereford from 1946 
to 1956. He and his wife, the former Mildred King, had two children: Ray 
Logan and Peggy June (Mrs. Wally Sherertz, residing in New York City). Active 
in educational, religious, and community affairs before coming to Abilene, 
the Grahams were welcomed when they joined the administration of HSU. 
During their years in Abilene, Graham also served as a city councilman and 
as a deacon in the First Baptist Church.18 

When Graham took over the chief administrative task, he continued to 
implement the goals of the previous administration. "We have to see better 
trained faculty members .... We have to keep our instructional plant up 
to date to meet changing needs of students," he said.19 New buildings were 
begun, budget operation was streamlined, and the school continued to move 
forward. One of the many lasting improvements which occurred during his 
short tenure was the awarding of eight scholarships to students from foreign 
countries. Without exception these students became good representatives of 
the school upon graduation.20 A warm and optimistic man, Graham worked 
hard and was appreciated by students, faculty, and trustees. After James Landes 
became president in April, 1963, Graham was awarded an honorary Doctor 
of Laws Degree at the Spring Commencement in acknowledgment of his 
excellent service. The Grahams moved in 1967 to Boone, North Carolina, 
where he became a member of the faculty of Appalachian State University. 
While serving there, he directed the pilot Lighthouse School Project in which 
college students learned to team-teach pupils with innovative teaching methods.21 

Graham retired in 1976 after having spent forty-five years in education. 

TENTH PRESIDENT: JAMES H. LANDES, 1963-66. 

James H. Landes was familiar with the HSU campus. Years before, he 
had given the main messages during a Religious Focus week. One year he 
had preached the baccalaureate service. He was an attractive candidate for 
the highest administrative post since he had helped establish the BGCT 
Commission on Higher Education, and, as president of the BGCT, had become 
well known throughout the state and beyond. 

Letters inviting Landes to become the next president were exchanged 
between himself and members of the Board which included Elwin L. Skiles, 
then pastor of First Baptist Church of Abilene. Landes declined the invitation 
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to become president several times, but Board members urged him to recon- 
sider. In a letter to the Board dated November 29, 1962, Landes commented 
on the school's low bank balance, the extremely low salary scale for all 
personnel, and the continuing financial losses in athletics. He pointed out 
that changes would have to be made in the outlook of some of the influential 
people involved with the school if it were ever to regain a sound financial 
footing, an oblique reference primarily to the athletic deficit.22 He agreed, 
somewhat reluctantly, to assume the presidency in April, 1963, leaving a highly 
successful pastorate in Wichita Falls where he had served for more than 
seventeen years. During that time the church had prospered under his ministry, 
the city had grown to love and depend on him, and he had become more 
and more involved in both Texas Baptist life and national Southern Baptist 
affairs—no one was a stranger for long to James Landes. 

Among the many offices he held in the community in Wichita Falls and 
in denominational life was one as Chairman of the Educational Commission 
of the BGCT.23 Many people of the First Baptist Church openly wept when 
he announced his resignation to go to HSU. The city observed "James H. 
Landes Day" on the last Sunday he preached there.24 

Landes was born on August 24, 1912, in Lewisville, Arkansas, one of 
five children of a country lawyer. Although he always thought he should 
become a preacher, he decided to be a chemical engineer. He studied at three 
universities before receiving a B.S. in Chemistry from Ouachita Baptist College 
in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, and won a fellowship to do graduate study at the 
University of Arkansas. There he met Irene Pearson, who was working on 
a master's degree in English, and they were married in December of 1937. 
Landes eventually left the University of Arkansas, and the couple moved to 
Fort Worth where he studied to attain a Master of Theology degree from SWBTS 
in 1940. Although Landes was offered a teaching post at the Seminary, he 
was interested in the pastorate. He moved with his wife and young daughter, 
Ruth, born in 1939, to Eagle Lake Baptist Church between Houston and San 
Antonio. After fourteen months he accepted the pastorate of the First Baptist 
Church of Bryan for over three years before moving to Wichita Falls.25 

After Landes became President of HSU, he replaced the Administrative 
Cabinet with an Advisory Council of Directors of the various divisons of 
University life. The Advisory Council consisted of Director of Student Life 
and Admissions - William O. Beazley; Director of Religious Activities - Byron 
Bryant; Director of Publications and News Service - Wayland Yates; Vice- 
President and Director of Summer School - "Dean" T. W. Walton; and Vice- 
President for Development - Lee Hemphill. 



185 Presidents Reiff, Graham, and Landes 

During his administration, the Board inaugurated a program whereby 
University funds that had not been given specifically as endowment were used 
to pay off debts, which reduced the indebtedness from nearly $1,000,000 
down to about $150,000.26 President Landes' connections with the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas and three major gifts received through his 
instigation helped the school immeasurably.27 

After three years, however, he moved to First Baptist Church, Birmingham, 
Alabama, returning to the pastoral work he loved. Dr. and Mrs. Landes moved 
next to First Baptist Church, Richmond, Texas. He next served as Executive 
Secretary of the BGCT from 1973 to 1982. Baylor University then welcomed 
him as an adjunct faculty member in the Department of Religion. 

When he spoke to the HSU Board to give his formal resignation, Landes 
remarked that many of the goals had been completed, "but the real business 
of any educational institution is never finished."28 After Landes resigned, Vice- 
President Walton paid tribute to Landes' administration: "He worked inde- 
fatigably for an education of excellence without becoming a slave to the 
technical structure of such an ideal."29 Landes was awarded the degree of 
Doctor of Humanities from HSU in 1974 in appreciation of his service and 
in recognition of his capabilities. 

ENROLLMENT AND FUNDING 

The years between 1953 and 1966 saw good progress under the three 
administrators. HSU had no consistent policy governing the appointment of 
faculty, or the assignment of rank, tenure, promotions, and salary. The average 
age of the faculty was unusually high. Estimates of income and expenditures 
had not been accurate in the previous administration, so projection of annual 
budgets had suffered. Funds were misapplied due to chaotic bookkeeping 
methods; money earmarked for certain areas was sometimes allotted to 
others.30 Football was going to have to be dropped due to cost, and other 
changes were needed to take care of financial problems which had been 
growing steadily for over a decade. Housing for married students was sub- 
standard and needed improvement. Several buildings needed air conditioning, 
improved electrical systems, and other updating. Parramore Stadium required 
renovation. The disastrous loss of Behrens Chapel by fire in 1952 prompted 
the appropriate committees of the Baptist State Convention to vote $100,000 
in emergency funds for the school. Insurance moneys, cash donations, and 
pledges added another $500,000. The Chapel required immediate rebuilding. 
A new Science building and new library facility were necessary. Property value 
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in 1955 stood at almost $4,500,000, but endowment, totalling less than $2 
million, desperately needed to be increased to $5 million.31 Endowment had 
topped $2 million by 1957, but even with tuition and general fees at a new 
maximum of $ 15 per hour, there was still a substantial deficit. The Continental 
Oil Company's financial aid program was a small source of help beginning 
in 1955. 

Lee Hemphill became Vice-President for Development at the request of 
President Reiff in 1959, having already been related to HSU as a student and 
alumnus. Hemphill instigated much of the financial improvement. Holding 
a Master of Theology degree from SWBTS, Hemphill had pastored the First 
Baptist Church of Littlefield, Texas, and held earlier pastorates before coming 
to HSU. He had been awarded Honorary Doctor of Divinity degrees from 
Howard Payne College in 1952 and from HSU in 1958. Those in charge of 
nominations at HSU happily awarded him the HSU Keeter Award in 1968. 

He accumulated wide business interests, primarily in land holdings in 
Texas over the years, and used his assets for the betterment of the school. 
Hemphill is a quietly determined, fully Christian man in his ideals and in 
the realization of his goals. The first man hired by HSU to officially oversee 
all fundraising, Hemphill realized that more than the members of the Board 
of Trustees needed to be involved. He instigated the Board of Development 
in 1960. This Board strengthens planned giving by working with development 
staff of the University to secure financial support through wills, trusts, 
annuities, other deferred giving instruments, and current gifts. Similarly, the 
Board makes a special effort to increase the number of endowed scholarships 
to benefit students. The Board also serves a public relations purpose by keeping 
constituent groups such as churches, alumni, and other individuals, foun- 
dations, and corporations informed about the University. As individuals, some 
members of the Board assist the University in recruiting students. 

Hal Haralson, alumnus, was instrumental in initiating the idea of a Young 
Associates group of men and women under forty years of age to act similarly 
to the Board of Development. (Haralson, a lawyer, served on the Board of 
Trustees in the 1980s as well as the Search Committee for a new president 
in 1990-91). Another new group, the HSU Academic Foundation, was begun 
in 1965 and made its first grant of $16,800 towards faculty salaries and 
improvements. This small group of supporters raises funds which are presently 
used for faculty members to conduct research projects not otherwise funded 
by other means. The Cowboy Band Foundation and the School of Music 
Foundation formed in 1990 were all begun at Hemphill's instigation. 

When Hemphill officially retired from formal association with the school 
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at his own request in 1976, Bill Tippen, beginning his fourth term as Chairman 
of the University Trustees, commented, "I think that during the past sixteen 
years Lee Hemphill has had more to do with the sustained progress of the 
University than any other individual."32 In January of 1989, Hemphill married 
Koreen Logsdon, the widow of Charles W. Logsdon, who was responsible 
for the building of the Logsdon School of Theology building in 1988. The 
Hemphills are a welcome sight as they grace most events on the campus they 
love and support with great and continuing generosity. 

Increases in enrollment during President Reiff s administration were not 
as important to the President as increases in academic standards. After a few 
months in office, President Reiff announced that quality of education was 
going to be stressed above the thrust to increase numbers.33 In the year following, 
Reiff added eighteen people to the administrative and teaching staff. The school 
attracted 376 students preparing for full-time Christian service. By 1957, a 
total of more than 25,000 students had attended the school throughout its 
history. The total number of college degrees awarded in the history of the 
school, however, numbered only 7,279, of which 1,121 were at the master's 
level. One of the main reasons was that enrollment during the first twenty 
years at Simmons had included many young people studying at elementary 
and high school levels. At college level, many families were willing to give 
their daughters only one year of college experience up until the fifties, so 
the number of degrees awarded by 1990 was yet under 18,000, despite the 
exponential increase in enrollment. 

In 1958, an increase in enrollment of eleven percent included 613 
freshmen, making the largest freshmen class recorded in the history of the 
school up to that time.36 Enrollment in 1961 included students from Argentina, 
Canada, China, Germany, Israel, Japan, Mexico, and Puerto Rico as well as 
the majority from the United States. For about fifty years the school has enrolled 
international students, and for many years children of missionaries have 
attended. Its geographic location is too remote from major cities and major 
airports to make it as attractive to the numbers of internationals the school 
would like to include. Students from other countries provide an enriched 
experience for the rest of the students on campus. Minutes of Trustee meetings 
have consistently indicated the strong concern of each consecutive Board and 
Administration to keep student costs as low as possible to allow as many 
people as possible the opportunity of study. 

During 1953, the administration, with the aid of business manager Frank 
Junell, increased tuition charges from $8 to $ 11 per semester hour, the greatest 
percentage increase at one time in the history of the institution. Reiffs 
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administration almost broke even for the year 1953-54 because that increase 
brought over $80,000 of badly needed income.34 The net worth of the University 
when Dr. Reiff came was $6,000,000 and by the end of his nine-year 
administration, it had risen to slightly over $11,000,000.35 

Dr. E. W. Bailey, holder of five academic degrees including a Th.D. from 
SWBTS, was the equivalent of Financial Vice-President during the Landes' 
years. There was an increase of giving of twenty-one percent in 1963-64, the 
first year Landes was here, and alumni giving rose forty-eight percent.37 The 
total debt of the school was reduced by some $700,000 during the fiscal year 
1963-64 due to this increase in gifts, along with a readjustment of capital 
assets largely by selling unrestricted assets worth $760,000.38 

In 1963, Dr. Doak Campbell of Educational Associates was asked to make 
a year-long study toward improvement of the college. One of his recom- 
mendations was that the University aim at a full-time equivalent enrollment 
of fifteen hundred students. (That year the number stood at thirteen hundred). 
The report further suggested that recruitment of more faculty members holding 
doctorates was necessary, and that the school must implement a consistent 
policy concerning appointment of faculty, assignment of rank, tenure, pro- 
motions, and salary.39 In 1966, the trustees approved a record budget, including 
faculty and staff salary increases ranging from 3.8 to 10 percent.40 HSU had 
always had separate administrations for the summer sessions, but Campbell 
urged that "consideration be given to the possibility of incorporating the 
summer session completely in the year-round operation of the University."41 

He also felt that $25,000 annually was needed for financial aid for graduate 
study programs and that more undergraduate aid was essential. More staff 
in the library, and teaching and research equipment totalling $300,000 over 
the next ten years was required. Campbell suggested that a sustaining fund 
for cultural activities should be one of the goals of the college. (In these years, 
approximately ten percent of the annual school budget came from the BGCT, 
thirty-plus percent was covered by student fees and charges, gifts from private 
areas were third in percentage, and endowment, which produced money for 
the University to work with, was fourth in percentage).42 Endowment by the 
Diamond Jubilee year of 1966 should be set at $8,000,000 from $3,000,000, 
$10,000,000 by 1970, and $25,000,000 by 1975 to maintain a successful 
school of this size.43 Loans, opportunity grants similar to scholarships but 
based primarily on financial need, and employment opportunities made up 
the "student aid package" which was offered to students by the school. The 
student wage rate was increased to $1.25 an hour, obviously low compared 
to off-campus work, and by 1990 had been raised to $3.80 an hour, still 



189 Presidents Reiff, Graham, and Landes 

less than off-campus but gave opportunity for many, including international 
students prohibited by law to work in the community.44 Students, too, who 
do not own their own cars, and students who find campus work hours to 
fit class schedules are greatly benefited. 

Every tuition increase creates a financial problem for many students. The 
Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees made an important decision 
in 1965 to authorize the University to participate in a newly enlarged Federal 
student aid program. The program included funds for National Defense 
Student Loans, College Opportunity Grants for students from low-income 
families, and a college work-study student employment program. The Uni- 
versity applied for and received $450,000 for student use, which more than 
doubled the amount received the year before.47 

Beginning in the 1966 summer session, tuition was increased from $ 18.50 
to $23.00 per semester hour with a slight increase in the cost of private music 
lessons.48 Board and room charges remained unchanged. The stated aim was 
to respond adequately to the needs uncovered by the Campbell report and 
the other examining bodies. The inauguration of an IBM data processing 
institutional program in the Business Division was one significant step allowed 
through this increase. The annual report was even more optimistic in 1965 
beginning with the $300,000 awarded by the Moody Foundation. 

While President Landes was on school business in Dallas on one occasion, 
he received a call in his hotel room from Carr P. Collins, founder of Fidelity 
Union Life Insurance Company of Dallas. Mr. Collins had decided on his 
own initiative to make a financial contribution to Hardin-Simmons. Later, 
Collins confirmed that he had contributed the money because of his love 
and respect for Dr. Landes.49 In September of 1965, at the joint meeting of 
the Boards of Trustees, Development, Young Associates, and Academic 
Foundation, Collins announced a challenge offer of $500,000. He asked that 
$1,500,000 be raised, and within six months, the first million had been 
reached. Members of the Board of Development and Young Associates voted 
to assume responsibility for raising half the additional funds, and the Board 
of Trustees undertook to secure the other half. Carr Collins was presented 
a medal of honor and citation for his interest in HSU and in Christian education 
on September 28, 1965.50 

A. Sam Waldrop, second generation owner of an Abilene furniture 
business, directed the successful $2,000,000 Endowment Campaign. Waldrop's 
grandmother had moved many years before to the corner of Ambler and 
Swenson Streets to be close to Simmons College so that her younger children 
could go to college. Both of his parents attended Simmons. He chose to attend 
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Baylor University and then spent four years in the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation. Since that time, he has always been interested in politics and in civic 
service while operating his furniture store in downtown Abilene. Waldrop 
has many times literally furnished many of the dormitory lobbies and other 
rooms, often donating extra pieces of furniture. He has quietly helped furnish 
several accommodations for international students, particularly those coming 
with families to study with the intent of returning to their countries in vocations 
of church ministry. Waldrop has served on the Board of Trustees and the 
Board of Development for several terms and continues, with his wife, Lenore 
(Cain), his lifelong optimism about HSU and its future. The couple are 
mainstays of First Baptist Church in Abilene. 

Another small help to funding was the first annual Business Alliance for 
Intercollegiate Development Campaign which was held in 1966. Business and 
professional people joined together to provide support for the three institutions 
of higher learning by contributing nearly $ 100,000 toward the annual operating 
funds. This Business Alliance group was a great encouragement but unfor- 
tunately became defunct in 1-989. 

BUILDINGS 

A new women's dormitory was erected on the site of the old Smith Hall 
across from Behrens Hall in 1954 at a cost of $350,000, following plans drawn 
up by F. C. Olds Architectural Firm. The residence was named for Blanche 
Lange of Dallas in appreciation of her interest in Christian education. Over 
twenty years later, Mrs. Lange received an unusual honor for interest in young 
people overseas. The highest decoration bestowed by the government of Laos, 
the coveted "Knight of the Million Elephants and the White Parasol," was 
given in recognition of her work to insure better health care for disabled 
children throughout the world. She helped establish facilities for children in 
many countries and was honored in 1969 by the naming of the "Blanche 
Lange School for Orthopedic Children" in Vientiane, Laos.52 Her husband, 
Fred Lange, had served as public trustee representing HSU on the Texas 
Foundation of Voluntary Supported Colleges and Universities for several years. 
In 1956, he received an honorary L.L.D. from HSU and was a member of 
the first Board of Development. Lange Hall has been "home" to hundreds 
of young women. It was renovated in 1981 with a new heating and air- 
conditioning system, and remains in use as a women's residence.53 

In the same year, a new dormitory for men was built, using the same 
architectural firm, and named after the late George S. Anderson, trustee of 
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the school for almost sixty years.54 The dormitory named after Anderson was 
built to house at least 250 men at a cost of $800,000. As a young man, George 
Anderson moved to Abilene from Roby in 1893. He was part owner of a church 
publication, West Texas Baptist, and he took a job with the new city newspaper 
in Abilene. Shortly after, the paper went into bankruptcy. Anderson soon 
revived the paper, and by the end of the century he was the owner. He took 
a strong stand on moral issues, and despite frontier ebullience, he campaigned 
against open saloons. He involved himself in Abilene's business and civic 
projects and openly supported cultural and educational causes. Anderson was 
a liberal donor to all three colleges.55 He also gave Hendrick Hospital money 
to build a building, later named after his wife, Minnie L. Anderson. His 
philosophy concerning money was that he had earned most of his fortune 
in Abilene and wanted to return it to the city. 

Renovation continued as always; in 1954, Ferguson Hall's remodeling 
costs were about $150,000. The sign over the main entrance of the college 
was removed that year, evidently, because it obstructed the view of the new 
Sandefer Memorial Building and the sign's neon lights created a traffic hazard.56 

A dressing room for the football teams was built in 1955. Since there 
was no use for it after 1964, the small facility was eventually converted to 
a Computer Center in 1969. 

Behrens Chapel-Auditorium was serving well until one November morning 
in 1957. Earl Spicer, a New York ballad singer, presented a program in Behrens 
Chapel-Auditorium, and several times during the presentation he remarked 
how warm he was on stage. Seven students who had been backing him as 
a chorus noticed resin oozing out of the boards above them as they sat 
backstage. President Reiff had the heaters turned off midway in the program 
and had the maintenance crew check the heaters afterwards.57 Fire fighters 
were called in one hour after the performance and fought a terrible blaze 
until well into the night. The Baldwin concert grand piano, the $7,000 organ 
and speaker, scenery, flats, props, and lights were all destroyed as well as 
some music instruments and music manuscripts, although courageous students 
saved $3,000 worth of musical arrangements and some of the instruments. 
The portraits of Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Behrens, Mr. and Mrs. J.G. Hardin, and 
Col. J.H. Parramore were all lost in the fire. A large painting of former president, 
J.D. Sandefer, was saved by longtime chemistry teacher Otto O. Watts and 
young professor Charles Robinson, the same Professor Robinson who has 
served the school for over thirty-seven years. The stair handrails were saved 
and used in "The Beanery." They are now on the bandstand of the present 
rodeo grounds.58 
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The "Greater Hardin-Simmons University Expansion Program" was initiated 
to raise funds for the building of the new chapel, one or more of the dormitories, 
and a student union facility. The sum of $750,000 was given in contributions 
and bequests, and, in 1961, more than $1,000,000 more was borrowed 
through a federal loan program.59 

The almost total rebuilding of Behrens Chapel-Auditorium and Theater 
cost over $750,000 in 1961.60 F. C. Olds oversaw the construction once again. 
The Jenkens Memorial Organ, which had served First Baptist Church of 
Abilene for nearly fifty years, was donated for use in the new chapel. The 
organ was completely rebuilt and enlarged into a three manual organ by Otto 
Hofmann. Hofmann, who held doctoral degrees in both physics and music, 
rebuilt the instrument and elevated its worth to $65,000.61 During the years 
1985-87 the old organ began to fail, resulting in inoperable notes. This, 
coupled with the heavy demands on use of Behrens Chapel which made it 
difficult to gain access to the organ for practice or teaching, led to a decision 
to replace the instrument. A new Allen Electronic organ was purchased in 
1988. Since graduation had been moved to Mabee Gymnasium a few seasons 
before, it was necessary to have an instrument that could be moved around 
campus for different activities.62 

Nix Hall, a new men's dormitory, was made possible by the E. C. Nix 
family of Lamesa. Nix, former teacher and insurance agent, was a shrewd 
business man who had acquired large land holdings in Texas. The building 
was designed by F. C. Olds as a memorial to Nix and to his son, E. C. Nix, 
Jr. The leading contributors were Mrs. E. C. Nix; her daughter-in-law, Mrs. 
E. C. Nix, Jr.; and her son-in-law and daughter, Lee and Lunelle Hemphill.63 

The late Lunelle Nix Hemphill was a magna cum laude graduate of 1929. 
In 1980, the school presented her with the coveted Keeter Award. The 
Hemphills had two children, Rosa Lee (Mrs. Milford Pritchard) and Hilton 
Hemphill. The couple and their children were well known for their loyal 
support. Nix Hall continues to be the most modern looking dormitory on 
campus.64 

The $1,000,000 Student Center was erected in 1962 at the site of old 
Anna Hall. The entrance doors were given in memory of W. Irwin Compere 
by his wife. The building houses the student cafeteria, snack bar, the main 
student lounge, a second floor lounge attractively furnished by the Jim Jennings 
family of Abilene, the faculty lounge, offices, and a large banquet room and 
small dining room, both furnished by the ex-Cowgirls Association. A part 
of the first floor was converted into the Buske Memorial Religious Activities 
Center after some years of service as the Bookstore. The adjacent lounge has 
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furnishings provided in 1963 in memory of Mr. Lacy Beckham, husband of 
Agnes (Caldwell) Beckham. 

In 1965, the Moody Foundation gave $300,000 for capital improvements. 
This Foundation had been established in 1942 from the estates of the late 
William Lewis Moody, Jr., of Galveston and his wife, the late Libbie Shearn 
Moody.65 Seven years after the student center opened, the building was 
renamed Moody Center. Mary Moody Northen attended the ceremonies 
conducted by President Skiles in her parents' honor.66 Later, a liberal gift from 
the Moody Foundation was offered toward the Richardson Library, the ROTC 
building was built by Foundation money, and a challenge gift led to the 
building of the Physical Education Complex which opened in 1979. For almost 
thirty years Moody Center has stood without major revision, but plans for 
modernization in comfort and utility are forthcoming.67 

Without the diverse constituency made up of many individuals, groups, 
and organizations, the increasingly beautiful plant would be impossible. 
Included in the HSU constituency are men and women of all faiths, parents 
who wish for their children the atmosphere which the school offers, church 
congregations, private foundations dedicated to the preservation of private 
education, businessmen who have a natural financial interest in the school— 
among these, alumni, and most important, the students who choose to attend. 
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College Life: 1953-1966 

r resident Reiff brought in a scholarly 
Dean of Faculty named Dr. H. B. Smith, who insisted that the faculty measure 
up to University requirements of scholarship. In the mid-fifties, a faculty 
committee's recommendation resulted in the formation of divisions within 
the University. There was already a School of Music. Now there would be 
the Division of Social Sciences, Division of Natural Sciences, Division of 
Humanities, and Division of Religion. The latter was changed again to Division 
of Bible, Religious Education, and Philosophy. Regional and national accredi- 
tations were maintained with the Southern Association, National Association 
of Schools of Music, Association of Colleges, as well as full membership in 
the National Council of Accrediting, the Association of American Colleges, 
and the American Council on Education.1 

Each department received its own budget and was expected to keep 
expenses within that budget. For the first time, the President made sure the 
departments obtained necessary secretarial help, along with filing cabinets 
and other practical items, and Department Heads were given greater respon- 
sibility to make sure their departments functioned well.2 In 1960, the University 
began operating on a five day work week instead of the five and one half 
day week which had prevailed for many years. 

In the mid-sixties, a movement began regarding the idea of a medical 
school for Abilene. The idea was thoroughly discussed by the senior admin- 
istration of Hendrick Hospital in conjunction with the school's Trustees, plus 
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an advisory committee from HSU. The group realized that the project should 
encompass all three colleges, and a large part of West Texas. Roger O. Egeberg, 
dean of the Medical School of the University of Southern California and 
personal physician of General Douglas MacArthur, came as a guest of Ed and 
Virginia (Dr. Boyd) Connally, to discuss a change in the curriculum at Hardin- 
Simmons University in order to provide two years of medical school. Although 
it was realized that a four-year school was not feasible, the large committee 
met on August 5, 1965, and elected Trustees to the proposed medical 
foundation, and in September of that year, the Secretary of State granted a 
charter as a non-profit corporation to the West Texas Research and Medical 
Foundation. Unfortunately for Abilene, the medical school was later established 
at Texas Tech University.3 

In the spring of 1965, Dr. Landes wrote, "A number of years ago Woodrow 
Wilson said, "The development of the capacity to change directions without 
losing momentum must be illustrated at our colleges."4 After discussing the 
Campbell Report and studying the results of the examination of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools, President Landes and his staff and faculty 
reduced the number of courses at both undergraduate and graduate levels. 
Because of the resurgence of students after the war, more faculty members 
had been hired and many more courses had been offered. Now the number 
of courses was reduced from 319 to 265, in spite of having 170 more students 
enrolled. The highest resident enrollment (1,693) in the history of the school 
came in 1966, although that year did not have the highest total enrollment.5 

Throughout the thirteen years beginning with the presidency of E. A. Reiff, 
the administration worked to recruit and retain better faculty. Salaries never 
seemed to reach levels which could compare favorably with similar schools, 
so it was a continuing challenge to attract more professors holding Ph.D. 
degrees to join the faculty. Examining bodies had criticized HSU, also, for 
a lack of approved statements of academic freedom and a lack of responsibility 
regarding tenure. Little by little, these problems were dealt with during these 
years. Finally, after three stong administrations, there was successful com- 
pliance with examining boards and a better record within the real essence 
of the University—the faculty, students, and curriculum.6 

UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC LIFE 

President Reiff decided that individual departments should be responsible 
for the degree plans of all students majoring in their areas. Lindell O. Harris 
became Chairman of the Division of Religion in 1953. Harris remembered, 
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"There were placed on my desk 253 copies of the academic records of all 
those who planned to major in Bible or Religious Education."7 The large number 
of majors required Harris to hire sufficient faculty and to arrange ample 
classroom space; yet five years later, there were only about half that number 
majoring in this area.8 The pattern of having faculty members advise students 
who are concentrating in their specific areas has continued. This idea allows 
the departments to estimate expected enrollment and to plan their courses 
accordingly. Theoretically, professors take a more personal interest in the 
students they advise since these students are majoring in the professor's area 
of expertise. 

A graduate of Baylor in 1939, Lindell Harris had enrolled at SWBTS, 
earning a Th.M. in 1942 and a Th.D. in 1949. During this time he pastored 
churches in Texas, Louisiana, and Missouri. His wife, Connie (McElyea), 
earned the degree of M.R.Ed, from SWBTS. From 1946-1952, they were 
missionaries in Honolulu, Hawaii, during which time their children, David 
and Linda, were born. In the midst of his administrative duties at HSU in 
the sixties, Dr. Harris completed 150 articles for the Wycliffe Bible Ency- 
clopedia and his colleague, Dr. Clyde Hurst, contributed 100. Harris also 
contributed to the local newspaper some informative articles on the doctrine 
of salvation in world religions including Confucianism, Taoism, 
Mohammedanism, Shintoism, and Judaism. Harris became the Phillips Pro- 
fessor of Bible in 1976. He received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from 
Southwest Baptist College in Bolivar, Missouri, in 1978 and an honorary L.L.D. 
from HSU in 1984. He earned other honors and recognitions, traveled 
extensively, and increased his writing and publishing when the school made 
provision for sabbatical study beginning in 1976. Harris retired in 1980. He 
continues to preach and support campus projects, and he enjoys an esteemed 
position in the Baptist community throughout Texas and beyond. 

For a number of years only two courses were required in Bible; both 
were studies in the New Testament. Religious Education offered a course 
entitled "Leadership for the Laity," open only to lay students. In the late fifties, 
Harris instituted a Survey of the Old Testament and a Survey of the New 
Testament. In 1953-54, R. Keith Parks, who was completing his doctorate 
at SWBTS, came to HSU as a visiting lecturer. Parks and his wife, Helen Jean, 
class of '48 and daughter of the legendary Professor Bond, together became 
missionaries to Indonesia for several years. They eventually moved to Virginia, 
where he has served as an outstanding President of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board for over ten years beginning in 1980. Four of their children 
attended HSU. 
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William O. Beazley left the Religious Education department in 1956 to 
become manager of Eagle Eyrie Encampment for Virginia Baptists, and J. B. 
Adair, a Professor of Education, headed the department until Beazley returned 
in 1959. Other good faculty came and went, but in 1957, Professors Ray 
Ellis, Billy P. Smith, and Norman Weaver were hired, all of whom served 
the school for many years. Professor Smith taught Bible survey courses and 
helped in the teaching of advanced Old Testament courses. According to 
Harris, at a 1960 faculty meeting Smith's sardonic humor was illustrated when 
the faculty was told not to expect a salary raise. President Reiff then called 
on Professor Smith to pray. He said only, "Oh Lord, have mercy on us, Amen."9 

Dr. Smith taught at HSU until 1970. 
Professor of Religious Education and Applied Christianity, G. Norman 

Weaver received his B.S. degree in 1947 from Southwest Missouri State 
College; the M.Ed, in 1950 from the University of Missouri, and his Ed.D. 
in 1976 (D.R.E. 1960) from SWBTS. Weaver was born near Enon, Missouri, 
in 1921, married Garnet Elizabeth (Newton) in 1942, and fathered three 
children: Ann Elizabeth (Kronk), who became a biologist; Marcia Sue (Wood), 
a geologist; and David Norman Weaver, a physicist. Ordained to the Gospel 
ministry, Weaver held several college teaching posts before coming in 1960 
to teach courses in the Division of Religion. During his long tenure, he was 
the first director of the Tri-College program in Abilene in 1981, a continuing 
education community service program jointly sponsored by the three uni- 
versities. During his sabbatical year in 1983-84, he and his wife worked as 
missionaries/teachers at the Ghana Baptist Seminary. By 1990, Dr. Weaver 
had served the school for thirty years. 

Other academic and artistic areas prospered. In addition to numerous 
concerts and recitals during these years, the School of Music offered three 
outstanding seminars in music: the Leo Podolsky Piano Seminar for piano 
teachers, the Talent and Education Seminar on the Suzuki methods of teaching 
string instruments conducted by the internationally known Theodore Brunson, 
and the Festival of Music in Our Time, consisting of four concerts of music 
and lectures by Paul Pisk, guest composer, lecturer, and teacher. 

Male quartets were popular for special church music, particularly in the 
fifties. The 1954 Bronco alludes to three main male vocal quartets: varsity, 
university, and campus quartets. An a cappella chorus, a chapel choir, and 
several small vocal groups of students performed on and off campus. Music 
students continued to perform in the area as well as on campus, and there 
were student or faculty recitals almost weekly. 

Until the mid-fifties, the emphasis had been in the applied music field, 
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with a conservatory-type of curriculum. In 1956, partly because of the change 
in music requirements by the Texas Education Agency, the emphasis was 
altered to public school teacher training. Church music courses first appeared 
in the curriculum in 1945, but a major in church music did not evolve until 
about 1956 when the department was improved and augmented with the 
appointment of William S. Ma this. 

William S. Mathis, Ph.D. from Florida State University, was the Dean 
of Music from 1956-1962. An academician in the highest sense, Dr. Mathis 
served as Dean of the Faculty at HSU from 1963-67. He had a keen sense 
of humor and was enjoyed by students and colleagues alike. Mathis and his 
wife, Virginia, had two children, Nancy and Stephan. Mrs. Mathis taught in 
the English department for eight of the ten years the family was in Abilene. 
Dr. Mathis published a book titled The Pianist and Church Music. The Mathis 
family moved to Holland, Michigan, where he served at Hope College. 

Carl Jones Best was another music faculty member. He earned an M. 
Mus.Ed. degree in 1951 from North Texas State College, and studied in several 
other places including Italy, where he studied the Italian language. He had 
become Associate Professor in voice and Music Education in the School of 
Music. Best was dean of the Abilene Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists, served as Province Governor for Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, the National 
Male Music Fraternity, and was active in several other professional associations. 
Best's conducting and teaching career at HSU lasted from 1963 to 1982, 
interrupted only by coronary by-pass surgery in 1972. He also worked with 
music for several Abilene churches. He died in January, 1990, leaving his 
wife, Gladys, three sons, and several grandchildren. 

One of several outstanding musicians who spent a short time at HSU 
was Dr. Morris J. Beachy. He joined the faculty of the University of Texas 
in 1957 and became recognized as a leading figure in choral conducting on 
an international level. 

A. J. Patterson became responsible in great part for the strength of the 
Music School. He has taken the title of "teacher" as a title of honor for over 
forty years. Born into a family of vaudeville entertainers, Patterson is proficient 
in the trumpet, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, viola, violin, bass violin, bassoon, 
and piano. He received his bachelor's degree in music from Texas Christian 
University in 1948 and his master's degree in 1951. He worked as a graduate 
teaching assistant at Florida State University while he began doctoral studies. 
In 1959, Andy Patterson came to teach at HSU and finished his D. Mus. degree 
in 1969. He married Jane Shaw in 1963, and the couple have three sons, 

•Andy J. Jr., Michael, and Philip, all of whom are musically gifted. 
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Over the years Patterson attended workshops, seminars, and lectures with 
masters like Igor Stravinsky, Hector Villa Lobos, and Carlos Chavez. Patterson 
toured as a bassoonist with the Roger Wagner Chorale throughout the Middle 
East and several European cities. His awards for music composition and for 
teaching are too numerous to list, and the list of his compositions is several 
pages long and lengthens each year. He has over 150 printed publications 
for keyboard, organ, symphonies, concertos, band, and vocal performances. 
A thirty-volume compilation of Dr. Patterson's compositions are in the library, 
and the HSU Sigma Alpha Iota chapter is continuing to compile them. He 
is listed in Who's Who in the World, International Who's Who in Music, 
American Composers-Classical, Contemporary American Composers, Directory 
of New Music, and Who's Who in American Music. 

Grace Kline Morrow was instrumental in initiating the first All-School 
Sing, in developing the Annual Abilene Composers' Concert, and in estab- 
lishing three college music scholarships. Mrs. Morrow was a faculty member 
from 1959-76. During her tenure she organized the college chapter of Sigma 
Alpha Iota and served as its president for two years. Professor Morrow received 
numerous awards including the Orpheus Award, the highest honor bestowed 
by the men's professional music fraternity, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, for con- 
tribution to the cause of music in America. She established the Grace Kline 
Morrow Sigma Alpha Iota Endowed Scholarship in 1985.10 Shortly thereafter, 
Mrs. Morrow and her husband, Garland A. Morrow, funded an $850,000 
deferred annuity for Music Education scholarships. 

The first Annual All-School Sing was held at Hardin-Simmons in 1961. 
Dr. Andy Patterson had attended a similar program at the University of Florida. 
With the approval of William Mathis, who was then Dean of the School of 
Music, Professors Patterson and Grace Kline Morrow sought to begin one 
at HSU. Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia (PMA), the women's 
and men's music fraternities agreed to sponsor the Sing. Entries for All-School 
Sing come from clubs, dorms, ROTC units, and classes. The rules were very 
strict in the early years—especially about choreography. They still remain 
stringent. As the event has become more and more sophisticated, better 
costuming and scenery have been added each year. Each entry chooses a theme, 
generally American in nature, and incorporates music and choreography for 
their twelve-minute presentation. Many hours of practice go into making Sing 
one of the most exciting events on campus each year. 

Prize money is given, plus trophies and plaques. All profits go to various 
projects of the music clubs, SAI and PMA, such as scholarships, sound 
equipments for both the School of Music and the Theater Department, 
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recording equipment, and a micro-film reader. Because of the popularity of 
the program, the practice of reserving seats began in 1975 and each night 
of the three-night series is generally filled to capacity. 

Martha Daniel Boggs, B. Mus. 1948, M. Mus. 1961 from Hardin-Simmons 
University, came to the faculty in 1961 and has remained as Assistant Professor 
of Woodwinds and Music Literature for thirty years. She is a principal 
clarinetist for the Abilene Philharmonic Orchestra and writes the program 
notes for each program, along with other community contributions she makes 
each year. 

The young Peggy Pattillo (Mrs. Don Pattillo) interviewed in 1960 for the 
position of secretary to Dean Mathis, who claimed he hired her because she 
knew enough to use a dictionary. In 1985, the coordinators of the All-School 
Sing dedicated the program to Pattillo and she was named Staff Person of 
the Year by popular vote of staff and faculty. After thirty years of conscientious 
and good-humored service, the School of Music gave a reception and a gift 
of money to show their appreciation for her assistance as the Administrative 
Secretary to the Dean—and to the the faculty and students also. 

One outstanding student in these years was Bryce Jordan, who majored 
in music under Professor T. W. Dean. His father owned a grocery story in 
Abilene, where Jordan attended high school. He studied at HSU until he 
entered the war. He finished two degrees at the University of Texas before 
returning to HSU as part of the music faculty. He left after two years to pursue 
a doctorate at the University of North Carolina. Armed with a Ph.D., Jordan 
accepted a position at the University of Maryland. After ten years there and 
two years at the University of Kentucky, he returned to the University of Texas, 
where he eventually became a vice-president, then acting president. In 1982, 
Dr. Bryce Jordan was elected President of Pennsylvania State University, where 
he served until his retirement in 1989. During that time, HSU awarded him 
an honorary doctorate, illustrative of the many honors he received during 
his extraordinary career. 

In the department of Drama and Speech, Department Head Dr. Katherine 
Boyd, who came to HSU in 1937, hired Miss Emogene Emery in July of 1954.n 

Emery came to HSU from the University of Texas. Miss Emery recalls that 
in those days it was customary to "call the roll" and to preface each name 
with Mr., Mrs., or Miss. At the beginning of one semester, when she got to 
a certain name, she asked if the young woman was single or married. The 
whole class giggled. Miss Emery looked up and realized that the young woman 
appeared almost ready to deliver her first baby. Despite her embarrassment, 
Emery continued to teach and eventually became Head of the Department. 
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In 1958, Miss Emery served on the National Debate committee of the women's 
speech tournament at the National Pi Kappa Delta Speech Convention at the 
University of Redlands in California. Beginning in 1959, she oversaw an annual 
on-campus speech contest which awarded the top three speakers a small cash 
prize funded by E. P. Mead; after his death in 1962, his son, Ed. V. Mead, 
continued the contribution for several more years.12 

In the early sixties, the Sinclair Oil Company began sponsoring a debate 
contest for colleges in the Southwest Conference of Schools. For several years 
the final contests were televised on "Young America Speaks," and HSU was 
runner-up in 1961. With the $5,000 won by the debate teams coached by 
Professor DeWitte Holland in 1961-62, an endowed grant was begun, and 
the Sinclair Scholarship continues to be awarded annually to students majoring 
in Communication. Professor Emogene Emery gave an Emery Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship in honor of her parents, resulting in $250 awarded 
each semester to a worthy student majoring in Communication.13 

Theatre students performed plays primarily on campus, but they oc- 
casionally performed elsewhere. Dramatists gave a choral drama called "Christ 
in the Concrete City" at the Baptist Student Union Convention in 1957. In 
January of 1958, HSU sponsored the Dublin Players from Ireland, a fourteen- 
member dramatic touring group who presented two three-act plays on campus. 
In 1960, Hollywood actor Greg Walcott, who was sometimes called "The Billy 
Graham of Hollywood," spoke during Religious Focus Week. Clu Gulager, 
T.V.'s "Billy the Kid," visited HSU in September of 1961. He lauded the facility 
as "probably the finest set-up in the world." He had been a classmate of Harry 
Thompson, director of the Theatre Department and an assistant professor of 
speech. In 1961, drama students helped First Baptist Church in San Antonio 
celebrate its centennial year by staging a specially written play, "The Length- 
ening Shadow," based on the tenures of the fourteen pastors who had served 
the church to that date. Gene McKinney, author of "A Different Drummer," 
gave a personal critique of HSU's production of his play, which they performed 
in 1962, complimenting the department on a delightful rendition of his work. 

The study of world history is essential to the person who is truly educated. 
Zane Allen Mason was not only a professor of history for twenty-nine years 
but, also, one of the most popular professors ever employed at HSU. He 
graduated from Hillsborough High School in Tampa, Florida, in 1937, and 
received a B.A. in 1942 from Carson-Newman College. Mason earned a Master 
of Divinity degree at Grace Theological Seminary in Winona Lake, Indiana, 
an M.A. degree at Stephen F. Austin State University, and a Ph.D. at Texas 
Tech in 1954. His strong theological background was evidenced by his 
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approach to his own life and thought, and his concern that students know 
"there is a life to live which has needs morally, ethically, and spiritually."14 

Mason served under five presidents, was honored with several professional 
awards, and acted as Dean of Faculties for the academic year 1966-67. He 
published a book based on his doctoral dissertation: Frontiersmen of the 
Faith: A History of Baptist Work in Texas. 1865-1885. He occupied the 
Rupert N. Richardson Chair of American History from 1985 until he chose 
retirement in December of 1988 and moved with his wife, Bobbie, to East 
Texas. 

Anne B. Bentley joined the Department of Mathematics in 1961 and earned 
her M.A. at HSU in 1965. Married to Ben C. Bentley, with one son, Ian, Mrs. 
Bentley taught for twenty-two years. During that long service to HSU, she 
received several summer study grants, served as a president of the Big Country 
Council of Mathematics Teachers, and is a past-president of the local chapter 
of Delta Kappa Gamma. The Bentley family endowed the Conn Bentley 
Memorial Grant in 1974 to furnish an award to be made annually to a student 
preparing to teach in the field of gifted and talented. Professor Bentley resides 
in Abilene and continues to be involved with the school. 

Charles D. Robinson, Professor of Mathematics, has headed the Math- 
ematics department for twenty-three years. Robinson was such, a promising 
young graduate of HSU that President Reiff announced his employment as 
Special Instructor in Mathematics when Robinson walked across the stage 
during his graduation ceremonies in 19 5 6. After completion of doctoral studies 
at the University of Texas, and following appointments to the faculty at Arizona 
State University and the University of Mississippi, he returned to HSU in 1968 
to head the department. The next year he was made Chairman of the Division 
of Science, a position he held for eleven years. 

His long association with the National Science Foundation benefited 
twelve Student Science Training Programs which were funded by the National 
Science Foundation in the amount of $ 150,000, and involved more than three 
hundred outstanding high school mathematics students from across the United 
States. He was also helpful in bringing about the rooms in the Sid Richardson 
Science Center which memorialize such great teachers as Julius Olsen, Otto 
Watts, and Joseph Burnam. 

During the late seventies, Dr. Robinson earned an M.A. in liberal arts 
at St. John's College in Santa Fe, so that the liberal arts experience would 
contribute to his effectiveness as a professor. "Mathematics is an ideal, a model 
in which to think clearly. Anyone who is to function effectively must be able 
to think clearly," he states.15 Appointed as Director of Institutional Research 
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for HSU in 1980, and Director of Information Systems in 1984, Robinson 
has been of inestimable help in the functioning of the institution in recent 
years. 

The English Department has usually retained some outstanding faculty. 
Mrs. Billie Lacy, a popular professor, taught in the English department from 
1945-71—over a quarter of a century.16 Dr. Philip Graham, who had served 
on the faculty of the University of Texas for almost forty years, was invited 
to head the department in 1966. He was exceptionally gifted in administrative 
areas and was a Faulkner scholar. His unfortunate death one year later left 
the department headship vacant. Dr. Lloyd Huff of McMurry College had 
been employed in 1967 and stepped in to lead the department. In 1968, two 
special assistance, non-credit programs in English were tried; an Early Bird 
English class met for one month in the fall and one month in the spring, 
and an Instant English course routinely offered individual assistance for 
students with -particular deficiencies. These two programs were the brain- 
children of Professor Huff. 

In Texas, early education is not often rigorous. When freshmen arrived 
at college, Dr. Huff required the correct use of English in the same way as 
they had routinely worked toward correct answers in Mathematics. During 
each autumn of those years a few freshmen in his classes were close to tears 
because of the F grades on their composition papers. He insisted they pay 
attention to detail. After the freshman year, he became "an old softie," one 
of the most amiable, tolerant, and all-around interesting teachers the students 
had. Although he held M.A. degrees from both Baylor University and HSU, 
and a Ph.D. from the University of Indiana, he preferred teaching and the 
hobbies of repairing old clocks and old cars to any further scholarly research. 
After forty-one years of teaching, twenty-one of these at HSU, he was what 
he had always aspired to be: a Christian gentleman and a profoundly inspiring 
teacher (Huff was recognized for one of the Cullen Awards for teaching 
excellence). His wife, Naoma Louise (McCarley), M.A. 71, taught English 
for one year at HSU before teaching English and Speech in the nearby small 
town of Clyde, Texas, where her high school drama groups won state awards. 
The couple, who have two daughters, have been active in church work as 
well. Huff retired in 1988. Teachers like Lacy, Graham, and Huff belie essayist, 
Thomas Carlyle's statement: "After all manner of professors have done their 
best for us, the place to get knowledge is in books." They were role models 
whose examples made lasting imprints. 

To most people who live outside of Texas, the state is synonomous with 
the development of oil and its resources, yet, consideration was given to 
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discontinuing the Geology degree in the fifties and sixties because of low 
enrollment. The numbers of students majoring in Geology have risen and 
fallen depending on the "booms and busts" of the oil business. In 1957, Earl 
Harrison was appointed to the department, where he taught for the next twenty 
years. During the late fifties and early sixties, in response to a declining 
enrollment across the nation, the National Science Foundation instituted a 
variety of programs to help smaller colleges and universities strengthen 
academic programs. One program was that of Distinguished Lectures. HSU 
requested and received speakers from the University of Michigan, University 
of Cincinnati, and the University of Houston in the fields of petroleum geology, 
paleontology, and structural geology. The speakers came for two days each 
and addressed Geology students, visited with the administration, reviewed 
the curriculum, and made suggestions to strengthen the department. 

In 1958-59, Harrison and Neal Bates, a new professor, began a field trip 
for students each fall and spring semester. These campouts included visits 
to the Big Bend, Palo Duro Canyon, Wichita Mountains, Padre Island, Guadalupe 
Mountains, and the Central Mineral Region of Texas. In 1960, HSU joined 
the newly organized Southwestern Association of Student Geological Societies 
formed by Baylor University. In 1963 and 1969, the University hosted the 
society and conducted two-day field trips to areas near Abilene as well as 
publishing a field guide book for each trip. The HSU students participated 
in this Association through 1976, visiting other states for field trips.17 In 1966, 
Harrison took a leave of absence to pursue doctoral studies at Texas Tech, 
and Richard Bloomer was appointed to teach in his absence. Harrison returned 
in the spring of 1968 as Department Head, and Bloomer returned to his 
independent oil business. Other teachers taught for a few years at a time, 
and student assistants often helped to teach in the laboratories through this 
era. 

From 1969 through the early eighties, there was a steady increase in 
enrollment in Geology. Dr. A. Ray Jennings, an HSU alumnus, joined HSU 
in 1974. When Jennings became head of the department a few years later, 
Texas was enjoying an oil boom. He successfully proposed a development 
campaign for the Geology Department, and $176,000 was raised from promi- 
nent oil men in the area.18 The money given through the development campaign 
was used for more scholarships for students, for supplies, and for equipment 
for work and mineral preparation, specimen storage trays, maps, and student 
workers' salaries to catalog specimens found on field trips or donated to the 
school.19 "Jakie" Sandefer, grandson of the late president, gave $100,000 
toward the endowment of a Chair in Geology at that time. Although Earl 
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Harrison resigned in 1976 to devote full-time to his own independent oil 
business, he returned to teach part-time in 1977 for another four years. Others 
taught for short periods, particularly when enrollment was high. In the fall 
of 1980, ninety-one majors were enrolled in the department, reflecting the 
success of the oil industry at the time. By 1982, the department had 120 
majors. About one-third of those came from the other two undergraduate 
Geology programs in Abilene through a cooperative enrollment agreement. 

The department has offered Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
degree programs in recent years and a teacher education program leading 
to certification for earth science teachers. 

The Geological Society is very active. The students present a display at 
the city's Career Fair most years, many times they represent the school at 
meetings of the West Texas Geological Society in Abilene and in Midland, 
and the Society holds social events to which exes are invited. In 1978, a chapter 
of the national geological honor society, Sigma Gamma Epsilon, was estab- 
lished on campus. Guest speakers have often been invited to campus to expose 
students to varying viewpoints on the profession and the variety of careers 
available to Geology graduates. 

Professor Ed Hughes came in 1980 and now heads the department. 
Beginning that year, the Desk and Derrick Club of Abilene, in conjunction 
with HSU, gave a seven-session course to acquaint the laymen with the energy 
industry. A chapter of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists was 
formed in 1982, so the University Geology Club disbanded. Hughes welcomed 
Professor Charles Lane in 1988 when Ray Jennings took early retirement in 
1988 to pursue his own oil interests, and the department continues to be 
strong, in part because its alumni have recognized the good basic training 
they received and have supported the program and the professors who convey 
their lifelong fascination with the earth's mysteries. 

The Biology department was led by D. Warren Craik, Ph.D., University 
of Kansas, from 1953 to 1962. Professor Craik had previously taught at the 
University of Corpus Christi and Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. 
Craik also served as the president of the Texas Academy of Sciences. Through 
his efforts at HSU, the Cyclop tic, a machine similar to a microscope for 
dissection purposes, was added. Three biological science labs were kept busy. 

Dr. Warren Craik and his wife, Eva Lee, had four sons.21 Mrs. Craik 
believed Churchill's admonition: "Never give up." She received her B.S. degree 
from Texas Women's University. Her M.Ed, degree was earned at HSU in 
1960, and she began teaching in the Biology department in 1962. After being 
widowed in 1963, she worked with the help of a scholarship from the Baptist 
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Foundation to earn a Ed.D. degree from North Texas State University in 1966. 
She was later named a fellow in the Texas Academy of Science. Her teaching 
strengths were in science education, genetics, embryology, and general bi- 
ology. Craik helped prepare hundreds of elementary and secondary science 
teachers and was for many years sponsor of Delta Psi Chapter of Beta Beta 
Beta, National Biological Honor Society. Upon retirement in 1984, she went 
to Liberia, West Africa, as a volunteer in the Mission Service Corps to teach 
Biology at Ricks Institute, replacing a missionary on furlough. She demonstrated 
her quiet perseverance in another country by going for a hot and dusty five 
weeks on an archeological "dig" to Israel led by HSU Professor George Knight 
in 1982. In 1989, she was voted President of a group of retired faculty and 
staff members who continue to meet on campus to keep informed about school, 
and to offer themselves as resource people to the University.22 

Instruction in Art has been offered since the school opened, and for many 
years was listed under the Division of Communicative and Expressive Arts. 
The department was able to support only one or two teachers until the fifties 
when a total of four full-time teachers were hired to handle the large enrollment 
of G.I.'s. Dr. J. B. Smith headed the department from 1954-61. Fortunately, 
part-time instructors from the Abilene area have always been willing to share 
their expertise in particular media as areas of interest changed. Many Art 
professors came for a short time and left to pursue their own careers as artists.23 

Carl Richard Neidhardt headed the department when Smith left in 1961 and 
brought an unusual background of experience with him. A former pilot for 
Pan American Airways, he had also worked for an advertising agency and 
had been Art Director for the University of Florida Press. He had just earned 
a Ph.D. degree from Ohio State University when he came to HSU. As well 
as teaching Art courses, he also designed book jackets and provided illustrations 
for many books. It was a loss to the program when he moved in 1966. Through 
the years, the department offered typical introductory courses plus advanced 
courses which leaned toward the particular expertise of the instructors em- 
ployed at the time. 

In 1962, the "Beanery" or old cafeteria building, was remodeled for use 
by the Art Department. A sculpture studio was added in the late sixties to 
the north side of the Art Building. Suella Lacy, who remained in the department 
for many years, was editor of Texas Trends during these years, a publication 
acclaimed for its excellence among art periodicals. 

Political Science courses were conditioned by a liberal arts perspective; 
therefore, no professionally oriented courses were offered other than a course 
in state and local government and a case-studies constitutional law course.24 
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In 1965, the department was headed by Richard C. C. Kim, Ph.D., who was 
invited to attend the Foreign Policy briefing by Secretary of State Dean Rusk 
that year under the auspices of the U.S. State Department in Washington, 
D.C. The Political Science Department began an honors section in the study 
of American National Government in the fall of 1966 and an advanced seminar 
for the purpose of studying the many different fields of Political Science. 

The study of professional education continued to develop. The Standards 
for Teacher Education in Texas outline was implemented by the state in 
1955. HSU served as one of the first three institutions in Texas to be examined 
after the revisions to the teacher education program, and received distinctive 
recognition for its program and the high morale of its staff.25 The University 
joined the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education in 1961- 
62 and, in 1964, the programs were accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).26 In 1961, a Speech and Hearing 
Therapy Department was approved by the State Department of Education.27 

A program was begun to prepare teachers for instructing mentally retarded 
children in 1964. Another program, begun in Science Education, included 
intensive training in physics and mathematics as well as education courses.28 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

Clyde T. Jetton became the Dean of Graduate Studies in 1965. Jetton 
had begun teaching Psychology at HSU in 1956 after receiving the first doctoral 
degree ever given from Texas Tech University's Psychology Department. In 
the late fifties, he was one of several professors involved in teaching extension 
courses in the small towns around the area. His wife, Dorothy, recollects: 
"I drove him to these towns as he had suffered an amputation during World 
War II and could not drive, and I enrolled in the courses ... it was one 
way of seeing him."29 In 1957, he established the Counselor Preparation 
Program and served as its director until becoming Dean of Graduate Studies. 
Under Dean Jetton, the school began to offer graduate courses at Dyess Air 
Force Base in 1966. The first two courses taught were Comparative Economic 
Systems and Industrial Management.30 Jetton returned to teaching in 1974 
and taught until he retired in 1980. His wife and son, Ron, have retained 
their connection with HSU, although Dr. Jetton died in 1987. 

In 1974, W. Ray Ellis was made Dean of the Division of Graduate Studies. 
Ellis, who served in India and China during the second World War, earned 
his B.A. at Howard Payne University in 1950 and his graduate degrees at 
SWBTS by 1956. Beginning as Assistant Professor in Greek and Bible at HSU 
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in 1957, he became a full professor, then the Head of the Foreign Languages 
Department, next the Chairman of the Division of Humanities, and to date, 
the Dean of the Graduate School. His marriage to the former Nancy N. Greer 
produced three children: Bill, Bob, and Nancy Ruth, all of whom have earned 
doctoral degrees.31 In 1987, in honor of their father's thirty years of com- 
mitment to HSU, the children established a fund to be awarded to an 
outstanding student in Greek. "The Ray and Nancy Ellis New Testament Greek 
Scholarship" is most appropriate; Ellis not only established the first Greek 
laboratory where his tapes are available to help students learn the difficult 
language, but he also wrote An Elementary Greek Grammar and Vocabulary 
Study published by HSU in 1969. 

ATHLETICS 

For a school of modest means, the recruitment of top athletes to play 
football in the fifties was becoming too much of a financial burden. The expense 
of a single game against a big school such as the University of Arizona or 
New Mexico in these years often reached as much as $6,000. If a crowd of 
2,500 or even 3,000 people attended the game, the gate receipts totalled only 
about $5,000, resulting in a deficit which continued to grow. Under Coach 
Murray Evans, the Cowboys went just 4-6 in 1954 for their worst record 
in more than two decades. Deciding a change was needed, the school released 
Evans and hired Sammy Baugh.32 

Baugh became assistant coach in 1953 and was named head coach in 
1955. He had played professional football with the Washington Redskins and 
had set various records which stood for years. When he retired from pro- 
fessional ball, he returned to live in Texas and currently ranches near Rotan. 
Baugh led the HSU teams to many victories over the few years, and the losses 
were primarily against outstanding teams in the nation such as Louisiana State 
University, Arkansas, Mississippi, Baylor, and George Washington Univer- 
sity.33 

In 1958, an unusually bright young man, Sammy Oates, enrolled as a 
freshman, and Baugh recruited him to play on the varsity team. While attending 
the Texas School for the Deaf, Oates had been an outstanding end and a 
tremendous punter. He was over six feet tall and weighed over two hundred 
pounds. He understood sign language, and at HSU, with the help of his fellow 
student and tutor, Patsy Rivers, he learned to lip read. One former faculty 
member recalls: 

He got the game play calls from the quarterback and the other players 
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in the huddle. He could not hear the whistle to end the plays and 
sometimes drew penalties against his team because he did not stop 
when the action stopped. However, he did add much to the positive 
side of the game. Often his kicks caused the opponents to field the 
ball far back in their own territory. In one of the home games, Sammy 
caught a long pass and then ran it into the end zone for the winning 
score.34 

The team played in the 1958 Sun Bowl against Wyoming and lost. Baugh 
is quoted, however, as saying that "the most exciting game he witnessed with 
the Cowboys was when they challenged New Mexico A & M for the 1958 
Border Conference title, a game which HSU won 26-20.35 Baugh retired before 
the 1960 season. 

Between the end of the 1958 season and the 1962 season, the Pokes 
could manage only six wins, forty-two losses, and one tie. The winless seasons 
of 1960 and 1961 resulted in twenty-seven losses in a row.36 During these 
lean years a few players like Pat Batten and Harold "Hayseed" Stephens 
continued to do well.37 Stephens finished a season as the nation's number 
one passer. He completed 145 of 256 passes for a total of 1,254 yards and 
a completion percentage of over 56 percent.38 The Border Conference was 
dissolved in 1961, and HSU continued independently in the NCAA University 
Division I. 

Something had to be done. A committee appointed by the Board of 
Trustees in 1961 was headed by Leroy Jennings, and this group considered 
the problem of a failing football program. The committee presented a proposal 
that scholarships be awarded only to the extent that funds were contributed 
by alumni and other friends for that purpose. Only $10,000 was given the 
following year.39 "Even championship football teams and games with schools 
of considerable stature brought out only small crowds of spectators," former 
president R. N. Richardson had declared to Dr. James Landes. Richardson 
added that football had cost about as much as the total faculty salary schedule, 
a shocking comparison.40 By 1963, the total deficit caused by the athletic 
program had reached nearly $1,000,000.41 For two years, a football pro- 
bationary action was passed against HSU by the NCAA for two rules' violations. 
Officials within the University had learned that: 

(1) The Cowboys had invited 32 prospective student athletes to participate 
in competitive football tryouts to determine whether they were qualified for 
scholarships and (2) Hardin-Simmons left to the discretion of the athletic 
department, not the scholarship department, the decision of whether to award 
a student athlete a 'scholarship.'42 
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When Acting-President George Graham heard of the infractions, he 
immediately took action to correct the conditions. Dean of the Faculty, William 
S. Mathis, is quoted as saying that these illegal decisions on the part of a 
few were humiliating to all and the embarrassment came from the necessity 
of outside censorship on a campus dedicated to Christian ideals.43 

By 1963, the committee had tried many methods to achieve the desired 
results, but to no avail. The Board had voted that efforts should be made 
in the athletic program to limit scholarships to tuition, general fees, and books, 
but it was too little, too late. "We have tried various programs; we have tried 
nationally known coaches; we have tried using exes on our coaching staff; 
we have tried small staffs and large staffs; we have tried to raise funds for 
athletics; we have tried to play schedules that would increase attendance," 
said Leroy Jennings, athletic committee chairman.44 The decision was un- 
avoidable. Football was discontinued. HSU had won 240 games and tied 35 
in 466 outings. Their record was 11-44-6 all-time against .the Southwest 
Conference.45 

According to a videotaped interview of President Landes: 
The Board had voted to drop football although it didn't want to. When 
1 went to the chapel the morning after the Board had voted to drop 
football, 1 saw a full body (of students and faculty). Irene and I had 
the team over the afternoon before to explain. The players were on 
the front seats while I explained what had taken place, that no one 
was more heartbroken than I, and that we would take care of the 
scholarships and so on. It was an emotional experience when the team 
stood up and cheered, so the other students stood and cheered.46 

In 1964, the Abilene Reporter-News reported that "Memories of sixty- 
seven years of football were all that were left of the sport." In an interview 
with Landes three years after he left office, he commented, "The majority of 
our alumni are in the Southwest, and the opinion makers of the Hardin- 
Simmons alumni are by and large preachers .... These men all sang my praises 
because football was dropped. They thought it was wrong to spend mission 
dollars to play in the big leagues."47 HSU had gained national attention with 
the undefeated and untied 1946 team, however, and the 1948 team had been 
the first and only squad in the country to play in four bowl games during 
the same year. The school had trained some outstanding players, some of 
whom went on to play professionally or to coach as a vocation. 

Other sports continued to attract student athletes. In both Basketball and 
Track, Delnor Poss was outstanding by winning a total of seven varsity letters 
in the two sports. In 1953, he won fifth place in the NAIA National Track 
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Meet in the long jump and was a national AAU qualifier in the triple jump 
in 1954. Named to the first team All Border Conference in 1956, he was 
also voted Most Valuable Player. The school inducted Poss into the Hall of 
Fame in 1988. 

In 1957, HSU played in NCAA basketball playoffs for the second time 
in their history. Doyle Edmiston, 1956-59, established rebounding records 
which stood for decades. He had the most rebounds in one game: (31), the 
most rebounds in one season: (341), and the most career rebounds: (1,052) 
in the school's history to that time. He was named to the All Border Conference 
in both 1957-58 and 1958-59 and was drafted by the NBA's Detroit Pistons. 
Edmiston was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1984.48 Milton Martin 
was a student in the same years and held offensive records that stood for 
twenty-five years. A prolific scorer, he was named second team All Border 
Conference in 1961 and inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1986.49 Senior 
Forward Nate Madkins of Bruce, Mississippi, was one of the greatest players 
of the era. He established five school records and led the basketball team 
in 1963 to its finest record, finishing 20-6 and winning the city collegiate 
title.50 He was named to the Associated Press Little All-American third team 
and to the All-Texas Colleges squad. Madkins scored 547 points in one season 
and 54 in one game. 

The head coach in 1963 was Louis Henson, who produced two 20-6 
seasons. Henson moved to New Mexico State in 1966 and in later years he 
was among the NCAA career leaders in victories at the University of Illinois. 
Paul Lambert came as coach from Howard Payne University, where he had 
produced nationally ranked small college teams for a number of years. He 
coached some of the best basketball HSU ever had, including the 1966 team 
with Sylvester Neal, Clarence "Pee-Wee" Henry, Dick Nagy, and others who 
augmented the strong team. In 1966-67, the Cowboys ranked fourth among 
the state's best major college basketball teams behind Houston, Texas Western, 
and Southern Methodist. Lambert produced the highest scoring team in the 
University's history; his 1968-69 team ranked second only to Purdue in 
scoring. 

Tennis teams had strong leadership under Otho Polk and Phil Tinsworth 
and finished in first or second place in the Conference throughout the fifties. 
Twice the team won the Border title. In 1956, the men's team won the Border 
Conference Doubles tournament and a trophy in the B. Herring Singles 
tournament. In 1966, the men's tennis team had a 17-7 record.51 Some of 
the outstanding tennis players during this time were Max Brownlee, Larry 
Bates, Gary McBrayer, and Terry Treadwell. 
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Cowboy golfers won the Border Conference championship three times 
during the fifties.52 In 1953, the golf team won its third straight Border 
Conference crown under Coach E. W. "Bill" Ledbetter. Tommy Hale, Joe Ed 
Black, Josh Clark, and Arlyn Scott were among the star golfers. Joe Ed Black 
went on the professional tour after he graduated and served as tournament 
director for the PGA from 1958-64.53 A championship trophy was brought 
home from the William Tucker Invitational Tournament in 1956, and in 1960, 
the team placed fifth in the same tournament. Phil Tinsworth was the next 
coach to produce good golf teams, with a 16-2 record in 1966.54 

Baseball had been discontinued in 1953 but was reactivated in 1956, 
the same year that varsity track and field competition was discontinued.55 

One of the school's top pitchers, Carlos Berry, graduated in 1957 and became 
the coach in 1958. A new baseball diamond was constructed on the football 
practice field. Berry also coached the freshmen football team, which was 
undefeated in six games in 1958.56 

HSU had several good runners in area track meets. The men placed first 
in the West Texas Relays in 1957 and 1958. They won a first place in the 
Mile Relay at the All College Meet. In 1965, the team placed first in the 
Midwestern State University Invitational Meet and in 1966 won second place 
in the Jal, New Mexico College Track Meet. 

The women's basketball team of 1966 placed first in the North Texas 
State University Invitational Tournament. Women's sports generally were 
given little attention and had no official budget from the school until 1974. 

STAFF MEMBERS 

The position of registrar did not always exist, but when the importance 
of this position became apparent, the people who filled the position became 
essential to the University because of their personal concern for students as 
much as for their professional skills. Included in this list are Mabel Beard, 
who worked for many of the early years as registrar; Alton B. Lee, who took 
her place in the late forties; and Dr. Freeman Beets, who followed Lee as 
registrar. 

Mrs. Madge Grba was next. She had been closely connected with students 
from the time she had helped at her own graduation ceremony in 1928 after 
being hired by President J.D. Sandefer. Married to Emmett M. Landers, a 
history professor who died in 1942, she became assistant to four of the 
University's presidents. Her second marriage to Joe Grba, physiotherapist and 
trainer for the school's athletic program, helped keep her at HSU until her 
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resignation in 1967 after almost forty years. Grba was unusually well regarded 
by both faculty and students. Among the changes she managed was the 
installation of an IBM data processor to replace much of the hand-work of 
the registrar's office with the automatic handling of punch cards.57 Mrs. Dorothy 
Maupin took her place, having been Assistant Registrar since 1963. Mrs. 
Charlene Archer followed Maupin in 1976. Archer had been the administrative 
assistant to the Dean of Academic Affairs for eleven years before assuming 
the position. Her two degrees from HSU included an M.B.A. in General 
Business in 1974. She served as Registrar until 1987, and was responsible 
for completing the computerization of the registration process. Mrs. Dorothy 
Kiser, class of '65, then assumed the position. Kiser, a member of and active 
participant in College Registrars and Admissions Officers Associations at 
regional, state, and national levels in 1990, and heads a staff of four full- 
time people plus student workers. 

House mothers, dormitory hostesses, resident hall directors—whatever 
the title, these staff members are crucial. Miss Mary Head, who joined the 
staff of Simmons College in 1920, worked first as house mother for the girls' 
dormitory, and from 1928 until her retirement in 1946, as Dean of Women 
and as counselor to many dozens of girls.58 Miss Head called a meeting several 
times a year in the dormitory parlor of Mary Frances Hall. She would often 
repeat the same observation: 

Now girls, Prexy (Sandefer) has called me over to his office again. 
He said he has had reports that some of you have been holding hands 
with boys as you walk across the campus or sit on a park bench. I 
always tell him that as far as I can see, you are just a fine group of 
girls.(She was very near sighted and couldn't see across the room!) 

Miss Head died in 1953. 
Aileen Culpepper came to HSU in the fall of 1938 as a dormitory hostess— 

the name given to resident assistants in those days. As the majority of young 
women did, Aileen worked hard for very little salary through her early years. 
The country had just been through ten years of depression. "The closets in 
Mary Frances Hall were very small because the girls did not have many clothes," 
Culpepper remembers. In 1943, after graduate work and a year of teaching 
English at Spur, Texas, she worked in an airplane plant in Fort Worth to 
help the war effort. In 1946, President R. N. Richardson offered her the job 
as Assistant Dean of women with "small salary, some fringe benefits, and free 
room and board." Coming "only temporarily," she became Residence Hall 
Director for Mary Frances Hall for the next eleven years and Director of Behrens 
Hall for the following thirty-one years. "Ms. Cul" chaperoned overseas Cowboy 
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Band trips, attended countless student weddings, acted as surrogate mother 
to hundreds of girls, and became an integral part of this institution to which 
she gave her life until her retirement in 1986. The sixties brought much 
freedom to the female students as far as dormitory restrictions and other on- 
campus rules. "Once eighteen-year-olds were considered adults by the law," 
she said, "most restrictions were taken out of my hands."59 

Competence in residence hall directors is imperative, and HSU has been 
blessed with an unusual number of people who felt committed to caring about 
the well-being of the students living under their care. The responsibility of 
enforcing dormitory regulations and supervising the maintenance of the 
buildings has often been a large part of the job description but not the most 
valuable service. Many have been role models in their personal manner of 
life, many have been motivators, and most have been called on to solve student 
problems. Their reward is usually in watching the maturation of those under 
their care and the developing of lifelong friendships with some. In 1954, 
"Cactus Jack" Collins was acting Dean of Women as well as Dean of Men. 
Alice Berkshire followed him as Dean of Women. 

T. W. Walton recounts his student memory of President Sandefer's 
wisdom in dealing with a faculty member who was a dormitory director in 
the second decade of the century and was the opposite of a hero to the young 
male students. He soon left the campus after the students made his life 
unbearable. Walton's "Professor Horse feathers" as he chose to nickname him, 
was constantly after them to be absolutely quiet each evening "so that studious 
boys could take advantage of that time." They got so tired of his walking 
into bedrooms without knocking in order to admonish them that they planned 
a cure. Workmen had been replacing many windows on campus, and had 
happened to leave a large pile of glass outside the dormitory. One boy was 
stationed at a top window above the glass to drop bricks down on to the 
pile at the same moment as some others were stationed at each hall light 
bulb. On a signal, all the bulbs were unscrewed as the bricks dropped on 
to the glass making a huge clatter. 

"Horsefeathers" raced out of his room but the halls were darkened and 
the boys had disappeared. When he found them, he accused them of shooting 
out the light bulbs—which they stoutly denied. (He kept his own shotgun 
in the dormitory in those days). Next day, instead of thinking of a better 
way to get cooperation, he reported to President Sandefer who, naturally, 
called the boys to his office. Fortunately, he believed their story even to the 
point that he did not insist they apologize. Chagrined, "Horsefeathers" found 
another school and moved at the end of the semester.60 
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Mrs. Lucille Kelley was among the many valuable staff members employed 
to further the work of the administration. She was employed as secretary by 
George Graham in 1962 and remained at the school until her retirement from 
the office of Clyde Childers in March, 1980. While working in Dr. Graham's 
office, Kelley had the responsibility of working with foreign students including 
Anchali Chitrithiang from Bangkok, Thailand, who wanted to return to her 
home country and join her uncle in police work; Maria Griffith from Germany, 
who remained to teach German first at the University and later in the Abilene 
Independent School District; and Philip Kung from Hong Kong, who returned 
to his home and ran a large store there. Philip married and then sent his 
wife to Hardin-Simmons University. HSU exes have often commented that 
it is very typical to meet former students of the school while travelling, and 
that the school has had an effect on the world much beyond what one would 
expect of a school this size. 

STUDENT LIFE 

The fifties would be the last decade in which most females went to college 
with the idea of preparing for some professional career which would allow 
them to earn a living only until they married. Almost none of them expected 
to work outside the home—almost none of their mothers had done so. A 
short insert in the Range Rider demonstrates the careful delineation of roles 
of males and females: 

For female students, office work, general house work, and baby sitting 
are the positions most regularly filled by Hardin-Simmons students. 
Men students of Hardin-Simmons University can be found holding 
down jobs in many fields of Abilene business ranging from television 
and radio station work to attendance at service stations.61 

"Mixed bathing" was not allowed—meaning that both sexes could not 
use the swimming pool at the same time. To walk across campus to the pool, 
girls had to wear clothing over their bathing suits; some wore raincoats many 
times when it was not raining to cover gym clothing or shorts for recreation 
since these were not to be seen on campus. Even when mini-skirts became 
fashionable in the sixties and the girls followed the fashion, the "no shorts" 
rule persisted. 

One of the recommendations of the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools in 1964 was that counseling assistance for students in the form 
of full-time trained personnel was badly needed. There had always been 
concerned faculty who gave informal guidance, but there was now a growing 
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pool of professionally-trained psychologists and counselors who also felt a 
genuine Christian calling. Recommendations were made to that effect and 
in the next administration, Dr. Ray Johnson was hired as a full-time student 
counselor. 

The Lee and Lois Davis Lectures for students were sponsored three times 
in the sixties by Earl Glen Rose and his wife, Charlotte, who was their daughter 
and an alumnus. Mr. and Mrs. Rose have been on several HSU Boards and 
support the school loyally. The yearbook in 1963 contained a photograph 
of one of the speakers at these lectures, Dr. George E. Schweitzer, director 
of research in Nuclear Chemistry at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Students in the 
sixties questioned and synthesized answers to questions before agreeing with 
the ideas, no matter who presented them. The copy beside the Dr. Schweitzer's 
photograph read: 

His series of three forty-five minute lectures were on the general subject 
of science and religion. If he stirred some controversy, he at least 
provided some stimulation for students caught in rigid modes of 
religious thinking to broaden their opinions somewhat and consider 
. . . and thus, mature their own Christianity and beliefs.63 

Another visitor to the campus on a different occasion was Texas Governor 
John Connally, who delivered a speech in Rose Field House prior to attending 
the Dyess Air Force Base B-52 Day in 1964. Every year, speakers of varying 
expertise are brought to the campus. It is impossible to list every notable 
commencement speaker, "chapel period" speaker, visiting missionary, and 
distinguished alumnus who has ever visited the "Forty Acres." The vast number 
emphasizes again how unusual a heritage this "out-of-the-way" institution 
has enjoyed. 

The old tradition of freshman "hazing" was first disputed publicly on 
campus in a lengthy editorial of a 1926 issue of the college paper: 

One of the greatest breeders of bad manners ... is the utterly 
inexcusable brutality and boorishness displayed in initiations and class 
hazing programs .... It is hardly conceivable that a whole group of 
prominent upperclassmen can inflict such brutal indignities much less 
submit to them. . . . There was not a spark of good humor or dignity 
in the whole performance. It seemed to be pure brutality, recklessness, 
and childishness.64 

Adolescents and adults have always differed on their opinions regarding hazing 
which probably began with "practical jokes," popular from the turn of the 
century through the forties. Fortunately, over the years, hazing occurred less 
and less, and in 1987, the state government made the practice illegal.65 
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Although the choosing of the first University Queen, Myra Jane Barnes, 
in 1917 was an accepted tradition and a highlight of campus life in that era, 
having a University Queen and other female students as Princesses poses 
another moral dilemma for the decade of the 1990s. Should a school ad- 
vertising Christian ideals continue a tradition based on including a very few 
while excluding most women? There has never been, up to this time, a 
sufficiently vociferous student group against it, so the practice has continued. 

Student clubs proliferated, and most students belonged to one or more 
since many were not exclusive. Throughout the past forty years there have 
been those interested in promoting an International Club. The first mention 
of an International Club was in 1956. Mrs. Billie Martin, professor of Physical 
Education, took an active sponsorship role for many years. Numbers of 
members have varied greatly, usually in proportion to the number of foreign 
students on campus—but not always. Some of the goals of the club have 
been to get acquainted with people from different areas of the world having 
different customs and to get help to understand and enjoy life on an American 
college campus. Some years the club has included students from missionary 
families who have spent much of their lives overseas, and this group provides 
a strong core of leadership. All of these students enrich campus life. The goal 
of ten percent of the total enrollment of the school being made up of students 
from other countries is a dream yet to be realized. 

The Colt Club was begun purely as a social gathering made up of students 
whose parents or grandparents had attended the school. The Press Club was 
comprised of the staffs of the Brand and the Bronco. It has been active for 
many years for Mass Communication majors and others interested in writing 
for the public.66 The club presented the campus with the Golden Edition of 
the Bronco—the 50th edition—in 1957. A "Cowboys for Christ" club was 
open to men on athletic scholarship who wished to get together on a regular 
basis. The group led "revival" efforts, gave testimonies at formal gatherings, 
and assisted in Chapel. In 1954, this group was led by Peter James Flamming, 
class of '55. Flamming returned to Abilene in 1966 with his wife, Shirley, 
class of '54, and three sons to become pastor of First Baptist Church until 
1983. A strong and gifted communicator, Dr. Flamming has been invited back 
from Richmond, Virginia, to speak on campus on several occasions and was 
presented with a Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1984. 

Clubs connected with academic areas of study also were popular. HSU 
continued a local chapter of Alpha Chi, the national scholarship society 
designed to encourage a high quality of scholarship. Membership continued 
to be open to the top five percent of junior, senior, and graduate classes. 
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In 1951, Charles Robinson, professor in Mathematics, along with Miss Pauline 
Lowman formed a Mathematics Club. The University Business Association, 
open to all business majors and minors, was formed in 1958. A Woman's 
Business Club, composed of women who were business majors, was organized 
in 1963. In 1961, Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI), a women's national music sorority, 
established a chapter at HSU. Phi Mu Alpha, the active men's chapter of the 
national men's music fraternity, recorded eighty hymns which Dr. T. W. Dean 
had arranged for U. S. Navy Hymnals as a project to provide religious music 
on submarines. 

Alpha Phi Omega, a national men's service fraternity, was founded in 
1949. The Rangers, a cheering organization for men similar to the Cowgirls 
organization for women, was founded in 1950. The men participated at half- 
time shows, served as ushers, and led "spirit" yells at sports events. The HSU 
Rifle Team, formed in 1954, indicated the contrasts in interests and aptitudes 
on campus. A rifle range was built and participants competed in two types 
of matches; in one, shoulder to shoulder opposing teams compete on the 
same range; in the other, a postal match, each team fires on its own range 
on a given day, and the certified results are exchanged by mail. 

Social Clubs were created on campus in the spring of 1960. For women, 
Beta Gamma Epsilon, Delta and Tri Phi, and for men, Tau Alpha Phi, Sigma 
Delta Sigma, and Kappa Phi Omega began. Clubs expanded to include a Rodeo 
Club, Future Teachers of America, and the Evangelaires Singing Group. 
Friendships which mature and extend long after graduation are the raison 
d'etre for all these clubs. 

Extra-curricular student life and administrative reaction to it has changed 
over the years but human nature remains the same. In the late fifties the school 
was proud of the new Moody student center. Claude Hicks was acting Director 
of Moody Center on the night when Carl Trusler, as a student, burst into 
the building with a young lady in his arms and carried her around the lobby. 
Hicks attempted to restore the decorum of the Center by asking Carl to please 
leave the building and to refrain from this kind of activity in the future. Trusler, 
now a well-known Abilene physician married to a valuable music faculty 
member, Dr. Jaynne Middleton, laughs about the formality and innocence 
which prevailed in the fifties, but from Hicks' viewpoint, the students' 
misdemeanors kept him busy. 

Before his position at the student center, Hicks was dormitory director 
of Ferguson Hall. One evening he heard a commotion upstairs. As he opened 
the door to one of the boy's bedrooms, he saw the boy jump over a desk 
sitting out in the middle of the floor because a football player had just entered 
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ahead of Hicks wearing a bullsnake around his waist. As he opened his coat 
the snake stuck its head out, and the boy feared the worst. Hicks suggested 
that both the football player and the snake needed to leave the building, and 
Claude went back to his own apartment. In a little while Alton Smith, assistant 
advisor, knocked on his door to say, "I don't believe we have all the snakes 
out of the building." Upon investigation of the room belonging to the football 
player, they found not only a gunnysack inside the closet with a very large 
snake thrashing around making all kinds of noise, but, also, a mesh-covered 
box under the fellow's bed containing at least fifteen more snakes. As a collector 
of rattlesnakes who killed and skinned them for sale, he had not wanted to 
leave the snakes in his car that night as he was afraid the first cold spell of 
the season would cause the snakes to go into hibernation. "It was agreed that 
no more snakes should be kept in Ferguson Hall." Twenty-five years later 
Hicks still owns a belt made from one of those snake skins.67 

Hicks has been for many years the director of Hendrick Home for 
Children, founded by the same T. G. Hendrick after whom one of the local 
hospitals is named. Forty-two children were living in the $300,000 townhouse 
within six months of its opening in June of 1939. Currently, approximately 
eighty children enjoy the facility worth more than four times its original cost. 
A staunch Baptist, Hendrick left the request that the children be taken to 
one of the four downtown churches, that they be taught to give a portion 
of their monthly allowance to the church, that they be reared to become 
responsible adults, and that they be given the opportunity to attend a 
university. The interrelationship between Hendrick Memorial Hospital, the 
Hendrick Home for Children, and Hardin-Simmons has, therefore, continued 
to be a beneficial and harmonious relationship for over fifty years.68 

Campus life continued to adapt to outside cultural influences and would 
make even more radical changes as the end of the sixties approached. The 
top administrators had led the school towards improvement in every area 
and their differing administrative styles had been crucial through the years 
from 1953 to 1966. The University now looked forward to two of the three 
longest tenures in its history and would enjoy two of the strongest presidents 
ever to serve the Baptist Schools of Texas. 



Eleven  
President Skiles Begins 

D, r. Skiles brought the school into the 
final quarter of the twentieth century. He braved the social turmoil of the 
sixties with equanimity as a pastor and as a University president, in a decade 
when more people questioned the role of the church and the goals of higher 
education with more vocal criticism than at any other time in the century. 
Over an eleven-year period, with his friend and former college roommate, 
Clyde Childers, Skiles raised millions of dollars on behalf of the institution. 
He "believed in the cause of HSU, was willing to support the school himself, 
and thus was always good in development work."1 Both Dr. and Mrs. Skiles 
displayed indefatigable commitment and loyalty to the school and to God's 
divine providence. Under their leadership, HSU improved in quality and 
reputation from 1966 through the spring of 1977. 

ELEVENTH PRESIDENT: ELW1N L. SKILES, 1966-77. 

Elwin L. Skiles was born in a two-room house on a rented farm in Scranton, 
a village in Callahan County, a few miles from the small town of Cisco, Texas. 
His grandfather, George W. Parks, was well known in the ministry among 
Baptist settlers in West Texas. G. W. Parks was born in Whitley County, 
Kentucky. He received a teacher's certificate and moved to Arkansas to teach. 
Shortly after, Parks and his wife moved to Callahan County in Texas. The 
rest of his life was divided between farming, teaching, and preaching. He later 
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studied at Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville and was awarded a diploma 
in Theology, rather than a bachelor's degree, because he had not previously 
attended high school. Parks served a number of churches in Texas including 
Eastland, Scranton, Putnam, Baird, and Clyde. Dr. Sandefer invited Parks to 
become a member of the HSU faculty, but he declined since he did not have 
a baccalaureate degree. All eight of his children attended Simmons. Parks 
was a fine expository preacher, and was invited to give the BGCT sermon 
in San Antonio in the fifties. 

Asa Irwin Skiles, father of Elwin, worked as principal and coach in Clyde, 
and his mother, Oma, taught "Expression," the forerunner of speech courses. 
In the fall of 1912, Dr. Skiles' parents moved to Abilene so that his father 
could attend Simmons College. Elwin Skiles was only a baby when his parents 
took him to the convocation ceremony which was held in an old, rough, 
tabemacle-like structure in the middle of the campus. The young President, 
J. D. Sandefer, began the program with the reading of I Corinthians 13 (still 
an occurrence at each HSU convocation). Baby Elwin stayed fast asleep until 
Colonel John Parramore rose to his feet in the middle of the ceremony and 
called out from the audience, "I'm sure we're going to have a good year. But 
I'll tell you something. I'm ashamed for Simmons College to be meeting here 
in a cowshed! I'll give you $10,000 to start a new building." Clabe Merchant 
jumped to his feet to call out a matching gift, and when the crowd cheered— 
the baby cried. Others began loudly volunteering money, and Baby Elwin 
had to be taken outside to get him quieted. As Elwin's mother told the story 
years later, she said she had remarked to her son at the time of his election 
to the presidency, "You know, Elwin, I venture you will never cry again at 
the applause for any gift to Hardin-Simmons."2 

After Elwin had graduated from nearby Cisco High School, he attended 
Simmons College from 1930-32, received a B:A. from Baylor in 1934, and 
an M.A. the following year. As a college man, he was active in theater, in 
the Oratorical and Debating Council, in the Ministerial Council, and as 
president of his sophomore class. At Baylor he was president of the Baylor 
Little Theater. Skiles studied for a second master's degree, a Th.M. from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky in 1938. The 
same year he married Ruth Kinder of Homer, Louisiana. Ruth had earned 
a B.A. in English and Business from Baylor in 1937. 

Skiles had been ordained by his home church in Cisco in 1933, served 
his first pastorate at Pleasant Hill, and had served other small churches while 
attending school. Pressing on, he completed a Ph.D. at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 1941 at the age of twenty-nine. 
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He then served the Russelville Baptist Church in Kentucky, and Bainbridge 
Street Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia, before becoming a Navy chaplain 
in World War II. After his discharge from the Naval Reserve, the family moved 
to Georgetown, Kentucky, where they led the Georgetown Baptist Church 
from 1946-49. They moved to Pensacola, Florida, to pastor First Baptist 
Church from 1949-53, then accepted a call to Abilene where he served as 
pastor of the First Baptist Church from 1953 to 1966. The three children— 
Elwin Jr., Ann Collier (McGinty), and Sarah Parks (Zachry)—grew up in 
Abilene. The family did not anticipate moving from the parsonage to the 
president's home on campus. 

Elwin L. Skiles became President in early April of 1966. He was formally 
inducted at an historic inaugural ceremony on November 7, 1966, during 
the school's celebration of its seventy-fifth year. Dr. George L. Graham 
presided, and former president, R. N. Richardson, participated. After the 
processional, "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name," the invocation was given 
by former President W. R. White. The Concert Choir, directed by Edward 
H. Hamilton, sang, and I Corinthians 13 was read by T. A. Patterson, Executive 
Secretary of the Executive Board of the BGCT. The address was given by Dr. 
Harry Huntt Ransom, Chancellor of the University of Texas System. The 
installation of the President included a charge of responsibility, investiture, 
a prayer, and a speech of acceptance. The anthem "Hardin-Simmons, Hail 
to Thee" was sung, and the benediction was followed by the recessional. The 
names of dignitaries, representatives of learned societies and organizations, 
and HSU academic personnel who were in attendance required an entire page 
in the Range Rider; over 2,000 people attended the great occasion. 

President Skiles received a unique letter on the occasion of his inaugu- 
ration. The late Sarah Anna (Simmons) Crane, only granddaughter of J. B. 
Simmons, was his only living descendant but was unable to make the journey 
from her home in New York City, so she conveyed her good wishes by mail.3 

Skiles held a variety of high denominational posts. He was a member 
of the Foreign Mission Board of the SBC, on the Board for fifteen years and 
Chairman of the Board at Golden Gate Seminary, former Trustee of several 
hospitals and university boards, a Vice-President of the BGCT, and Trustee 
of HSU from 1953 to 1966 along with holding many local civic positions. 
In the sixties, Skiles helped spearhead the opposition of Abilene citizens to 
the creation of "Impact," an area on the city limits where liquor could be 
bought and served.4 

During the sixties, regarding protest demonstrations, Skiles had much 
to say. In answering the question from a visitor to Abilene about whether 
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HSU was having demonstrations on its campus, Skiles said: 
We have had many demonstrations in the past and our students are 
demonstrating today ... by attending classes and by maintaining the 
normal schedule of campus activities. They are concerned, but they 
choose to express their concern in dialogue and prayer rather than 
in riots, strikes, and moratoriums Every week scores of our students 
demonstrate concern and share love as they serve in mission points 
and tutoring activities. At one time they demonstrated all over the 
city as they raised several thousands of dollars for relief work in Biafra 
and Nigeria. 

He continued to describe spring vacation mission trips, building buildings, 
serving meals, cleaning and painting as well as singing and speaking the gospel 
message.5 

This answer may have been one of the finest examples of his oratory 
and his belief that attitudes count and good attitudes count the most. "During 
the days of the strongest feelings of revolt on many campuses, i.e., the sixties, 
I was called to the platform one day in chapel. Some of the students presented 
me with a pair of black western boots with purple and gold stitching to indicate 
that they were happy with HSU." Not all of the students were happy all of 
the time. Some students in 1969 felt that the administration was not giving 
enough of the decision making to the elected representatives of the student 
body. Since there were such violent disruptions occurring on many campuses, 
President Skiles chose to speak to the entire assembled body on the morning 
of May 9, 1969: 

The legal responsibility for the operation of a university is inescapably 
in the hands of the trustees .... In considering changes of any nature 
at a university, it must be remembered that the student body of any 
given year makes up only a fraction of what might be 'the university.' 
There are thousands of alumni of other years. There are the friends 
and benefactors who have provided the buildings and endowment. 
Of some importance is the fact that there are those yet unborn who 
will some day attend the institution. Any administrator worthy of his 
salt is concerned as much about the university ten years from now 
as of today. It is unthinkable that the whims of a particular student 
body in any given year should adversely reflect on seventy-eight years 
of experience of this university or should put in jeopardy the progress 
or contribution that the university will be making in the 1970s and 
1980s. . .. The changes which are always taking place should come 
about as the result of conferences and not by a confrontation. If 
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education is good for anything, it ought to make people reasonable 
in what they do.6 

Skiles was a handsome, dignified man possessed of a dry humor. He 
displayed deep convictions, and almost constant optimism. 

At the last commencement over which President Skiles presided, he was 
awarded an honorary degree by the Board of Trustees. His only son, Elwin 
Jr., gave the commencement challenge. During the same ceremony, John 
Samwel Malecela, Minister of Agriculture for the United Republic of Tanzania, 
also received an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree. Douglas Waruta, one 
of HSU's most serious international students, returned to Tanzania after his 
graduation and became a seminary professor there. It was he who suggested 
honoring this Christian man, the first foreign diplomat to be so recognized 
by the school.7 

President Skiles served until November 8, 1977, after having submitted 
his resignation in December of 1976. The Board voted to name him Chancellor, 
a post which he held for six years. In 1983, the Trustees honored him with 
the title of President Emeritus. 

Lavonia Ruth (Kinder), Elwin's wife, was named Mother of the Year in 
1958 by the Women's Missionary Union of First Baptist Church. She could 
as easily have won President's wife-of-the-year, hostess-of-the-year, or friend- 
of-the-year had there been such recognitions. Poised, strong, unflagging in 
her duties, both in public and in private, "she was one of those persons from 
whom others drew solace and strength."8 She served as pastor's wife for many 
years, executing a heavy schedule of church-related duties that included many 
speaking engagements. When her husband assumed administrative duties at 
HSU, she chose to identify closely with campus. She hosted literally hundreds 
of students, faculty, friends, and official visitors to the campus and took 
personal interest in the programs, most particularly as a patron of the School 
of Music. In his convocation speech of 1975, Dr. Skiles mentioned one small 
illustration of the ways Ruth inspired him: "My wife placed a small placard 
on our mirror which cannot be evaded. The cartoon is of a man on horseback 
at the edge of a vast chasm with the enemy in hot pursuit. The message is 
simple but penetrating: "Don't hesitate to take the big leap if one is indicated— 
you can't cross a chasm in two small jumps." Ruth Skiles had the rare capacity 
to be fearless in her actions, while maintaining, at the same time, her southern 
graciousness to those who occasionally disagreed with those actions. 

When Ruth learned that she had a brain tumor in 1982, her response 
to the fatal illness was witness to her strong faith in the God she so well served. 
She died on February 6, 1983. Her pastor, Dr. James Flamming, mused "It 
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is as if a light has gone out from among us."9 Few people leave a void in 
their community for long after their deaths, but Ruth Skiles was one of those 
few. The endowment for the music scholarship in her memory continues to 
grow as people remember her joy at seeing the University flourish; the couple 
complemented each other unusually well. 

DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR 

"The University in the Midst of Change" was the theme of the 75th 
Anniversary observance in 1966-67. Programs of interest to certain students 
were arranged during this special year.10 To crown the Diamond Jubilee Year 
activities, Dean Rusk, Secretary of State under the late President John F. 
Kennedy, came to receive an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters on January 
27, 1967.11 

When Skiles took charge, he composed a council to carry out admin- 
istrative duties: George L. Graham, executive Vice-President; Lee Hemphill, 
Vice-President for Development and Promotion; E. W. Bailey, Controller and 
Business Manager; William O. Beazley, Coordinator of University Relations; 
Orville Cunningham, Director of Student Life; Zane A. Mason, acting Dean 
of Faculty; Charles R. Richardson, Director of Publications and News Service; 
William Truett Walton, Vice-President and Director of Summer Sessions; 
Marshall Walker, Director of Student Religious Activies; C. Kenneth Hill, 
Director of Student Aid and Recruitment; and Byron Bryant, Alumni Director. 
In February of 1975, the Board of Trustees established the offices of the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and the Vice President for Student Life, 
replacing the offices of Dean of Faculties and the Dean of Student Life, 
respectively.12 

THE CARDEN REPORT 

An efficiency analysis survey was originally designed to evaluate and make 
recommendations concerning nine Texas Baptist Colleges because of the cost 
squeeze caused by inflation and the larger governmental appropriations 
granted to state schools, which allowed their tuition costs to remain low. W. 
R. Carden, an interim staff member of the Christian Education Commission, 
was asked to head the study in 1969 and make recommendations for changes.13 

After a year of study, he issued a report that brought much attention and 
reaction. The Carden Report suggested, among other things, 

that Howard Payne College in Brownwood, and Way land College in 
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Plainview should be sold to local tax districts; that East Texas Baptist 
College in Marshall, become a special purpose junior college; that the 
University of Corpus Christi have an independent, self-perpetuating 
board which would determine its own future as a private or state- 
supported institution, and that a Texas Baptist university system, 
directed by a chancellor and 13-member coordinating board, be 
created to include operations of Baylor University, Waco, Hardin- 
Simmons University, Abilene and Houston and Dallas Baptist Col- 
leges.14 

The report explained that although annual dollar gifts from the BGCT 
to the colleges had increased, percentages had declined. Twenty-six percent 
of the Convention income in 1959 went to the schools, but in the next decade 
the percentage had dropped by five percent. Fewer people were donating 
to private Christian education and the resultant squeeze meant that the time 
appeared to be near when the longstanding policy against taking government 
moneys would have to be dropped. The report recommended allowing Baptist 
schools to receive government loans for buildings and to receive grants for 
equipment and programs. 

After a public furor which lasted for about nine months, the Christian 
Education Commission retreated from most of the recommendations. Regard- 
ing HSU, they said that "further expansion of the graduate program would 
be unwise and the HSU Board and administration had already decided to 
maintain Master's programs in the existing fields of education, English, history, 
economics and music."15 An editorial piece from the Abilene newspaper 
encouraged citizens to realize the need for "huge infusions of endowment 
giving. This truth relates with equal force to Abilene Christian College, 
McMurry College, Howard Payne, and every other church-related institution 
that adheres to its Christian purpose."16 The problem of financial need, however, 
remained a constant spectre on the horizon with which the administration 
and trustees wrestled continually. 

IMPROVEMENTS REGARDING FACULTY 

In 1964, twenty-one members of the faculty did not yet have a master's 
degree although they were all experienced in their fields: by 1968, there were 
still eight faculty members without master's degrees. In 1969, only thirty- 
six percent of the faculty held a doctorate. Skiles continued to work on the 
recruitment of more faculty holding doctorates so that by 1973, that figure 
had been raised to fifty percent and other faculty were being encouraged to 
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work toward a terminal degree. By the end of his tenure, the percent of faculty 
having terminal degrees had risen from twenty-five percent to over sixty 
percent.17 A Faculty-Staff Appreciation Dinner began in 1968 as an idea of 
James Cassle, a trustee who, with his wife, Mickey, have maintained active 
interest in HSU. Each year since that time, service pins and retirement plaques 
are presented in appreciation of service to the University.18 

Faculty life took a decided turn for the better with The Roy H. Cullen 
Fund for Faculty Enrichment, which became available in 1976. This was the 
first time there was an ongoing fund established to support faculty in routine 
development. The Cullen Foundation had been established in 1947 by Hugh 
Roy Cullen, oilman-philanthropist, and his wife, Lillie. Cullen turned to oil 
in 1918 after having successfully operated cotton and real estate businesses. 
It has been estimated that Cullen, known as "The King of the Texas Wild- 
catters," gave away about ninety-three percent of his fortune, which during 
his lifetime reportedly amounted to as much as $500,000,000. The Foundation, 
controlled by the Cullen family, was established for education, medical, and 
charitable purposes.19 HSU Trustees cheered an announcement made on 
November 5, 1976, that the Cullen Foundation of Houston had given the 
school $ 1,000,000. The Trustees approved a recommendation from the Cullen 
Board that half the million dollars be applied to the faculty endowment fund 
which was the final phase of the Profile for Progress campaign, and half to 
the current building projects, which were to include the new Athletic-Physical 
Education Complex. 

At the same time, Frank M. Wood and his wife, Patti, gave over $300,000 
toward faculty enrichment which was added to the Cullen Fund to fund 
sabbatical leaves for faculty and to support attendance at conferences and 
professional meetings, and summer studies, and to pay for special speakers. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wood also gave a gift of $75,000 in 1978 to be used for campus 
beautification and it was used to build the reflecting pool on the front campus. 
Former president of Pride Oil Refinery, neither Wood, nor his wife, ever 
attended HSU, but have maintained interest in the University for about twenty 
years by giving numerous gifts to cover a multitude of needs including student 
scholarships. 

UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC LIFE 

Changes in curriculum seemed to be constant.20 During the cultural unrest 
in America in the late sixties and early seventies, professors of theology and 
philosophy, in particular, were questioned by students about the basic issues 
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of life: What about the problem of evil and suffering? Is eternal life offered 
to those who have not heard the Gospel? Why do Southern Baptists have 
strong feelings against alcohol, abortion, and social dancing? Evidently, these 
controversies were handled so that there were very few problematic situations. 
During this time, T. A. Patterson, Executive Director of the BGCT, requested 
that two courses in doctrine be offered, but the Division of Religion chose 
to leave the course structure as it was.21 The Division began to sponsor an 
Annual Seminary Day in 1967. Each year since, representatives from all 
Southern Baptist Seminaries are invited to visit the campus and counsel 
ministerial students and other interested church-related vocational volunteers.22 

Professor Gordon Clinard accepted a position as "Distinguished Professor" 
at HSU in 1972. Clinard had resigned as a professor at SWBTS to take a 
pastorate at the First Baptist Church of San Angelo, where he had remained 
for five years. (During that time he served as President of the BGCT). He 
next took the Billy Graham Chair of Evangelism at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary but developed a health problem which precluded his maintaining 
such heavy responsibilities. At HSU he taught Homiletics, The Work of the 
Minister, Evangelism, and a Bible Survey course plus serving as Director of 
In-Service Training. President Skiles had pinned his hopes to Clinard's 
personal magnetism since Skiles longed to see young men and women take 
more than the minimum training related to scriptures that was required by 
the school, and he knew students would be attracted to Clinard. It was shocking 
when Dr. Clinard was killed in an automobile accident after only two years 
in Abilene. He was respected for his scholarly writings, his teaching, and his 
masterful ability to disciple others. His wife, Chris, and two daughters continue 
to reside in the city.23 After his death, friends established the Gordon Clinard 
Endowed Memorial Scholarship in his honor, to be awarded annually to a 
junior-level ministerial student for two years upon recommendation by the 
theology faculty.24 

In 1977, Jack L. Weir was employed to teach advanced courses in Old 
Testament and survey courses at HSU. Professor Weir received a Ph.D. in 
1978 from SWBTS. A second M.A. in Philosophy in 1984 from the University 
of Chicago prepared him to shift to the field of Philosophy, where he continued 
to teach until he took a sabbatical leave in 1990-91. 

George W. Knight came to HSU in 1976 with a Ph.D. received in 1973, 
from Southern Baptist Theology Seminary. He became the Cook-Derrick 
Professor of New Testament and Greek in 1981. This Chair in Bible had been 
established in 1969 by Ena Mae Derrick-Warren to honor John W. and Millie 
M. Cook and Henry L. Derrick. Knight became involved in archaeology in 
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Israel in 1981, and over the next few years led several groups of HSU students 
on archaeological "digs" beginning on the site of the Biblical city of Capernaum. 
The most exciting discovery occurred in 1982 when some 22-carat gold Arab 
coinage was found, estimated at $500,000, and dating back to between A.D. 
684 and A.D. 724. All finds become the property of the Israeli government, 
so these coins are now displayed in a museum in Israel. The site was closed 
after the summer of 1987. Professor Knight and others of the consortium 
moved to Caesarea Philippi, now known as Banias. Since HSU, along with 
Pepperdine University and Averette College in Virginia, are the original 
members doing the dig, other schools who join will work under the aegis 
of these three primary members—an unusually fine opportunity for HSU.25 

Dr. Donny Auvenshine, another member of the theology faculty, led the group 
to Banias in the summers of 1988 and 1989. 

J. G. Martin came to the School of Music in 1967. He earned a D. M. 
A. degree from the University of Texas in 1973. He organized "Singers Ho!" 
a song and dance group, in 1967. Over the next fifteen years the group 
performed on hundreds of occasions, including three overseas tours to 
entertain U.S. servicemen. Martin continues at HSU as Head of the Department 
of Music Education and Church Music. He prepares students for leadership 
roles in Christian ministry and demands rigorous professional preparation. 
In 1987, Martin published Sharing Music—An Introductory Guide to Music 
Education. 

In 1968, James D. Cram came to the School of Music as Professor of 
Voice and Choral Director and Head of the Department of Applied Music. 
While teaching, he received a Ph.D. at North Texas State University in 1970. 
That year he won the top award in the Texas Composer's League with "Three 
Nativity Poems of Richard Cranshaw" for soloists, chorus, and orchestra. Cram 
received seven annual cash awards from the America Society of Authors, 
Composers, and Publishers and won several other competitions. He was 
commissioned to write the anthem for the annual SBC Church Music Con- 
ference of June, 1974. At HSU he gained a reputation as an exemplary teacher 
who taught his students ethical values as well as choral skills. In October 
of 1971, his Concert Choir was invited to sing at the dedication of the new 
Abilene Civic Center. 

Over one hundred of James Cram's compositions were published before 
his death in 1974 after a long illness. His wife, Nancy, a trained musician, 
and three daughters call Abilene home, although their second daughter, Beth, 
is a vocalist who performs internationally. Professor of Music History and 
Literature, Larry Wolz, wrote later of Dr. Cram: "Thank God for His promise: 
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Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.'"26 

Twenty-five percent of music majors in the late sixties planned to enter 
the church music field. John C. Campbell was hired to become the University 
organist and to teach others to master the instrument. Many of these would 
later serve in the church music field. 

He graduated in 1957 with a B.A., and in 1964 received an M.Mus. in 
organ performance from the University of Oklahoma. Campbell then studied 
toward his D.M.A. in Church Music and Organ Performance at the Eastman 
School of Music. In 1971, he began to teach at HSU and completed his doctoral 
program in 1975. He and his wife, Lillie, have two children, Russell and 
Matthew. Campbell has toured much of Europe during his years with the 
school, both to study and to accompany groups from the school and church.28 

Responding to the need for an adequate instrument for teaching organ 
lessons on campus, President Skiles obtained funds for the purchase of such 
an organ through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Patterson of Carthage, 
Texas, who were long-standing friends of the University. T. W. (Jack) Dean, 
Dean of the School of Music, led in the selection of a builder. A standard, 
seven-stop, ten-rank design from the Houston firm of Visser-Rowland As- 
sociates was chosen. The organ was installed and dedicated in 1982 in honor 
of Dr. and Mrs. Vernon McKee, Pastor Emeritus of the Central Baptist Church 
in Carthage.29 

Undergraduates who have been part of any of the several choral groups 
trained by Loyd Hawthorne, D.M.A. in Choral Conducting from the University 
of Texas, 1974, sooner or later realize they have received the best training 
possible. Hawthorne began at HSU in 1974 and was given the Cullen Professor 
Award for excellence in teaching in 1986. Hawthorne was the conductor of 
the Texas Baptist All-State Youth Choir from its inception in 1976 to 1986. 
The world recognizes the tiny country of Wales as having an unsurpassed 
standard of vocal music; Hawthorne took his concert choir there in March 
of 1985 to perform at the Cardiff International Festival of Choirs, where they 
were highly acclaimed. His groups have toured all of Texas and have been 
the featured choir four times at the meeting of the Texas Music Educators 
Association (TMEA). He has taken groups to the Soviet Union, Canada, Mexico, 
and many of the states. Because of this exposure, many new students have 
been recruited to the school. He is married to a teacher in the Abilene school 
system, Brenda (Cascio), and the couple have two children.30 

More students were graduating from high school in the middle seventies 
and more were choosing a major in music, resulting in a record enrollment 
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of 175 students. Faculty was expanded to seventeen. 
Undergraduate programs and curriculum development in other areas have 

been important to the University. One of these involved the Department of 
Mathematics, which received grants almost every year from 1970-80 to allow 
talented high school students to conduct Student Science Training Projects. 
A six-week residential program in advanced mathematics was offered. In 1970 
and 1971 the projects were conducted in cooperation with the Biology faculty. 
Dr. George Newman participated in the biometrics project, Dr. John Peslak 
taught in 1979 and 1980, and Drs. Edwin Hewett and Charles Robinson, 
director, were the principal professors. During the eighties, Robinson, along 
with Hewett and Dr. Mary Wagner-Krankel, wrote a textbook entitled Experience 
in Mathematics, for use in liberal arts mathematics courses. 

Students interested in Art could not yet pursue a bachelors degree in 
Fine Arts. They could, however, pursue courses to improve their artistic skills 
as well as their knowledge of art history, and they could study the required 
courses leading to certification as an art teacher in elementary or secondary 
education. 

Ira M. Taylor came to head the department in 1970 having received an 
M.A. that year from Arkansas Tech University. Taylor earned an M.F.A. in 
1973 from Louisiana State University. He became the first studio artist to 
hold the position since Miss A. M. Carpenter, who came in 1922. He pursued 
advanced study in Italy in the summers of 1978,1987, and 1990. As Professor 
of Printmaking and Sculpture, he established the first printmaking workshop 
in the department. Taylor has a non-traditional approach to image making, 
and his philosophy is simply, "I am devoted to making prints and sculpture 
that people can enjoy. I believe art is to be enjoyed by the person who makes 
it as well as to the public who view it."33 

Joe H. Alcorta, Ph.D. from Texas Tech University, arrived in 1971 to 
teach Spanish. Alcorta has become the role model in Abilene for many 
Hispanics seeking higher education since he was the first of his family even 
to finish elementary schooling. He has taken several groups of students to 
Mexico during vacation breaks, and occasionally, a mature student from his 
Conversational Spanish for the Professions course accompanies the group. 
Alcorta is the Head of the Language Department. 

A cooperative program of the Division of Education and the Department 
of Foreign Languages began to offer a Spanish-English area of specialization 
for elementary education majors. This program led to a major in Bilingual 
Communication, beginning in 1975. Manfred E. Schubert, Ph.D. from Stanford 
University in 1965, began to teach German and French at HSU in 1980. He 
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came to the U.S. from Germany and excelled as a student. He received two 
separate fellowships for his academic ability during his student days. Other 
than the first Dean of the school, Julius Olsen, Schubert is the only faculty 
member to have received a Phi Beta Kappa key. He taught at Rice University 
for seven years before coming to HSU.34 

The "computer age" began in the mid-sixties: "If we couple man's 
ingenuity and purpose with the computer, we arrive at a manmade system 
that far exceeds the capability of either of its components," said Dr. Samuel 
D. Conte, head of the Computer Science Department of Purdue University 
in the sixties.35 In 1967, HSU acquired an IBM 1401 data processing system. 
The students, the faculty, and the staff had to be convinced of the usefulness 
of computer science so that it could be incorporated into the curriculum. 
A special class in programming was given so that graduates of that class would 
constitute a pool of programmers to expedite the work of computerizing 
various areas of the University. When Professors William and Susan Helms 
arrived on campus in 1970, there were no computer courses for students. 
In the early seventies, they developed a programming course to be taken 
by physics and chemistry students. The course was in Fortran and used 
punched cards for input into an IBM mainframe. 

William R. Helms, physics professor, received the Ph.D. from Purdue 
University; and his wife, Susan Helms, chemistry professor, was awarded the 
Ph.D. from the University of Texas in 1979. She worked in the Chemistry 
Department until 1983, when she moved to the School of Business to develop 
the first university-wide undergraduate computer literacy program. In May 
of 1984, her work was recognized when she received the Cullen Professor 
for excellency in teaching. The following year, her husband won the same 
award. 

In 1969, accounting and all other areas of business were organized under 
a new name, The Division of Economics and Business Administration. It was 
traditional to use the title "The Economics of . . ."in front of course offerings 
such as Accounting, Finance, Business Management, and so on. The division 
became an associate member of the American Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Business. By 1970, the division experienced an increase in enrollment due 
to the change to the Master of Business Administration degree from the Master 
of Arts degree.36 

A Bureau of Economics and Business Research was established under 
the direction of Dr. James R. Vinson. It was the mission of the Bureau to 
involve the academic and professional community of Abilene in business 
research that would benefit this part of Texas. The Bureau intended to use 
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faculty from all three institutions of higher learning in Abilene to collect data 
on the labor force, to construct a business index, and to make population 
estimates. With these and other projects, the Bureau hoped to expand the 
capabilities and stock of information available to Abilene and its neighbors. 
The Research Bureau became defunct in the summer of 1973. 

The next several years were again characterized by relative stability in 
the Business and Finance Division. Minor changes of course offerings took 
place nearly every year, but the one fairly substantial change was the estab- 
lishment of departments within the Division. Five departments were formed: 
the Department of Accounting and Quantitative Science, the Department of 
Economics and Finance, the Department of Management and Marketing, the 
Department of Business Administration, and the Department of Business 
Education. 

The business area kept pace with the rapidly changing trends that 
prevailed nationally in the area of business education. A two-year Secretarial 
Science certificate began to be offered in 1974 under Mrs. Gena Foster, B.A. 
and M.A. degrees from HSU. Foster began to work at the University as an 
associate in the area of Development, and after two years, she was asked to 
teach Business Education and Office Management, beginning in 1967. She 
served HSU for over twenty-two years, upgrading herself in all areas of business 
office management as technological changes brought in electronic typewriters, 
dictating machines, data processing, and computerization. Foster resigned 
in 1989 but remained in Abilene with her husband, former director of adult 
education for the Abilene Independent School District. The couple have three 
children and several grandchildren.37 

The R. C. Johnson Chair of Business was established in 1974 by a bequest 
from the late R. C. Johnson, and a cash contribution from R. C. Johnson, 
Jr., of Lubbock. The first Johnson Professor was Dr. Walter C. Austin, Jr., 
who came to HSU in the fall of 1974 as the Head of the Department of 
Quantitative Sciences.38 

The English Department gained two professors in 1968. Lawrence R. 
Clayton earned a Ph.D. degree from Texas Tech University in 1974 and became 
Head of the English Department at HSU. He served as President of the Faculty 
in 1979, and was named Dean of Arts and Sciences in 1980. He received 
a Distinguished Alumni Award from the English Department of Texas Tech 
in 1988 and from the University of North Texas in 1989. He has edited six 
books and is author of five books, dozens of articles, and scores of book reviews. 
He also edited the literary criticism for Cross Timber Review. Clayton's premier 
interest lies in western literature, though he has published research material 
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on Nathaniel Hawthorne and Jack London as well. He has received many 
professional honors and has served as president of several professional as- 
sociations including the Texas Folklore Society and the Western Literature 
Association. His students are challenged to write and to publish; in this 
competitive era his attitude as a dean and mentor is exemplary since it is 
tempting for professors to become enmeshed with their own professional 
advancement. 

Dean Clayton also served as Chairman of the Centennial Planning Com- 
mittee, a group charged with determining what events and what amount of 
capital outlay was to constitute the celebration of HSU's first one hundred 
years. Clayton and his wife, Sonja (Irwin), have two daughters, Lea, and De 
Lys (Mitchell), who serves as Assistant Registrar. 

Delores (Martin) Washbum was a young widow with two small daughters 
to raise when she began preparing for a professional career in academe. At 
West Texas State University, she completed B.A. and M.A. degrees in English 
before moving to Abilene to join HSU in 1968. She used graduate leave from 
HSU to complete the course work for her Ph.D. at Texas Tech University. 
She returned to HSU in 1977, married an Abilene businessman, and received 
the doctoral degree in 1978. Washbum has a reputation in the English 
department as a carefully prepared, thorough, and caring professor. She was 
awarded the Cullen Teaching Prize in 1983 and served as President of the 
Faculty for 1984-86. One of Dr. Washburn's community contributions is 
editing an annual journal titled "Mesquite," which she initiated in 1989. It 
is filled with carefully chosen essays, photographs, and stories, and is the 
only literary publication of its kind in the area. 

Robert D. Hamner, with a Ph.D. from the University of Texas, came to 
teach English in 1971, the same year he earned the doctoral degree. His main 
teaching interest was in contemporary literature, but his research has been 
concentrated on third-world authors. Dr. Hamner received a Fulbright grant 
to teach American literature at the University of Guyana in 1975-76. He is 
a recognized authority on the writings of V. S. Naipaul, a novelist from 
Trinidad, and the poet/novelist Derek Wolcott, of St. Lucia.39 By 1990, he 
had produced four books, the latest titled Joseph Conrad: Third World 
Perspectives, an anthology of essays on Joseph Conrad.40 

In the Division of Education, which was separated in 1968 from Social 
Studies, four departments were named: Elementary and Secondary Education, 
Special Education and Guidance, Home Economics, and Physical Education.42 

Dr. E. L. Bowden, Head of the Department of Education since 1957, was 
appointed Head of the new Division. The Division had received certification 
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for Teaching for Language Disabilities and for Physically Handicapped in 1957, 
but the program was phased out by 1973. In 1968, the Teacher Education 
Council, which had begun in the fifties, reorganized to include a faculty 
member from each approved certification area so that standards of curriculum 
and any suggested improvements could be decided on with equal represen- 
tation. 

In 1964, Dr. Lois Martin joined the faculty and initiated a graduate 
program in Counseling. Martin also established undergraduate and graduate 
programs in Special Education. A new Guidance Associate program was begun 
in 1973 and could be studied as a teaching field.44 When Martin received 
the approval for this program from the Texas Education Agency, it was the 
first TEA- approved program in the state for an undergraduate major in 
Guidance. Dr. Martin received the coveted Texas Piper Professor Award in 
1974. HSU graduated 120 Guidance Associates under the leadership of Dr. 
Robert C. Barnes before TEA phased out that program across the state of Texas 
in 1986.45 

During the summer of 1970 the University was notified that it had been 
accorded full membership in the National Council for the Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE). This gave additional status to the teacher 
education program and provided reciprocity for HSU students seeking to enter 
the teaching profession in other states. By 1990, the School of Education had 
gained such a fine reputation on its own that HSU did not seek to renew 
the membership with NCATE.46 

Professor Jack H. Longbotham, Ph.D. from Texas A 6a: M University in 
1968, came to the Education Department in 1971. Over the next twenty years, 
he served as a Professor of Education, Director of University Teacher Education 
Program, Director of Student Teaching, Chairman of the Division of Education, 
and Chairman of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.47 

All Education Administration courses were deleted in 1971, but a Special 
Education and Language and/or Learning Disabilities program was installed, 
as was a program in Early Childhood Education.48 The Division enjoyed 
reaccreditation by Teacher Education Agency (TEA) in 1971 and again in 
1975.49 In 1973-74, education programs were added at the secondary level 
in music, physical science, psychology, and sociology. The success of the 
program is suggested by a catalogue statement for 1974-75: 

The preparation of teachers for the public schools has been one of 
the major objectives of the university for many years, and approxi- 
mately sixty percent of the graduates from each year's graduating class 
enter the teaching profession.50 
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In the fall of 1974, the Master of Arts degree with a major in elementary 
or secondary education was dropped.51 A Student Development course was 
organized by Dr. Lois Martin as a study skills course to help students adjust 
to college life. Several faculty members in the department have taught the 
course since it began in 1975. Following the completion of her master's degree 
in Counseling and Human Development in 1982, Mrs. Dorothy Glen Harper 
became responsible for the Student Development program. Harper broadened 
the emphasis from a study skills course to include facets such as test-taking 
skills, time management, stress management, improvement in self-concept 
and interpersonal skills, and personal and career counseling.52 

In 1976, a new program leading to an all-level Reading Specialist Certificate 
was instituted. Another new program called Competency Based Generic 
Special Education was approved by the State Board of Education in 1977. 
The program taught methods to be used in helping exceptional learners 
although this labelling was not emphasized.53 A Bachelor of Science degree 
in general special education was awarded on the completion of this program. 
Special Education classes were stopped in the summer of 1989. Students can 
graduate from HSU having taken twelve hours of special education classes 
at Abilene Christian University nearby, if that is their area of interest. 

In the Speech Department, the area of Journalism was headed by Abilenian 
Sherwyn McNair, who came to HSU in 1967 after eighteen years of news 
reporting for the Abilene newspaper. He directed student publications, taught 
courses, and began making the Brand a semi-weekly paper. Students in 
communication and journalism were required to complete an internship with 
the Abilene Reporter-News or with local advertising firms. McNair remained 
at HSU for ten years, the last two years serving also as Information Director. 

In other curricular developments, the Speech and Hearing Therapy Clinic 
was expanded and the curriculum revised. A Xerox Corporation program 
designed to double the listening skills of the average person was made available 
to faculty members and students.54 An honors colloquium in speech was 
offered for the first time as a special advanced course for selected students 
having at least a 2.5 grade point average. Instead of a textbook, the students 
heard guest speakers and used extensive reading lists and resource materials. 

In the area of drama, Ramon Delgado was the director of HSU's Van 
Ellis Theatre in the early seventies: He wrote the historical drama titled 
"Brothers of Dragons" in 1973 as his MFA thesis at Yale University School 
of Drama. The play was later to be performed on campus. In 1974, Professor 
Jim Panowski became the theater director. While he worked and taught at 
HSU during the school year, he continued to act professionally during the 



237 Skiles Begins 

summers with the Millbrook Playhouse Company of Millbrook, Pennsylvania. 
Home Economics was last taught in 1973. In February, 1968, the 

Homemaking Department had moved from the old Science Building to one 
of the apartments owned by the University on Ambler Street across from the 
main campus. When Home Economics was discontinued, all of the equipment, 
including everything from pots and pans to sewing machines and major 
kitchen appliances, was absorbed by other departments or disposed of at a 
"garage sale."55 

The Sociology Department was chaired from 1947-68 by Dr. Albert 
Lunday, Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. Courses dealing with urban 
rather than rural problems updated the curriculum in Sociology since popu- 
lation statistics in West Texas warranted this change. In the mid-sixties, the 
department sponsored semi-annual Black Studies Conference using as its 
theme "The Black Student Revolution," with exploration of the topic through 
panels, speakers, and group discussion.56 

HSU was the first Baptist school in Texas to offer a "major" in Social 
Work leading to a B.S. degree beginning in the 1969-70 school year. The 
program featured a combination of Social Work, taught by J. D. Osborne, 
associate professor in Sociology for many years, and Sociology, taught by Dr. 
Guy Greenfield, Chairman of the Department. Greenfield, a brilliant sociolo- 
gist, received his doctoral degree from SWBTS. When the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools arrived for their ten year examination in 1974, one 
of the examiners questioned the validity of Greenfield's degree since it had 
come from a seminary, even though the Association itself had validated the 
SWBTS program. A disappointed Dr. Greenfield chose to resign from the 
school even though the administration was very satisfied with his work. He 
left to teach at Palm Beach Baptist College in Florida, and his reputation has 
continued to grow in the field of Sociology.58 

The first full-time social work faculty member was employed in the 
summer of 1971. Dan Cooper, who had graduated from HSU in 1967 with 
a B.A. in Sociology and had earned his Master's in Social Work at Our Lady 
of the Lake University in San Antonio, returned to teach the social work 
curriculum. In 1971, the name of the department was changed to Department 
of Sociology and Social Work, and was initially housed on the third floor 
of Mary Frances Hall. Dr. Julian Bridges, Ph.D. from the University of Florida, 
arrived in 1973 and has remained through 1990 as Head of the Department. 
Bridges earned the Cullen Award for Research in 1985. He has served as 
President of the Texas Council on Family Relations, as a member of the local 
City Council, and as editor and senior author of one of the more popular 
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textbooks in Sociology. 
The Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice has been strong 

at the University for a long time. Virginia Crounse Armstrong began to teach 
at HSU in 1968. Over the next twelve years, she taught while pursuing a 
Ph.D. at Texas Tech University in Political Science and Public Law, which 
she received in 1979. Armstrong has published numerous articles relating 
to law. From 1982-84, she served as editor of the Texas Roundtable Report. 
As Professor of Political Science and Legal Studies and as pre-law Advisor, 
she offers courses in American Government and Politics, Public Law, Political 
Theory, Public Administration, and Political Research and Analysis, as well 
as special topic courses. She speaks at seminars and meetings, acts as visiting 
lecturer, and serves on panels across the country. Her publications include 
a book titled American Court Systems, published in 1989. 

In 1969, the first Law Enforcement Program at HSU began under the 
direction of Jess L. Cariker, former police chief from Odessa. Impetus for 
this development came from the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968, which was a federal law providing government reimbursement 
of tuition to university students majoring in Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement 
programs. Criminal Justice programs sprang up everywhere as a result of this 
law. Courses in International Law and International Organization were added 
in the late sixties. Government funding continued throughout the late 1970s 
but was stopped, and enrollment suffered for awhile. Noel Callaway, a member 
of the Texas Department for Public Safety for many years, joined Cariker in 
1971 and became director in 1975.59 

Charles W. Garraway, Ph.D. from the University of Southern Mississippi, 
joined the faculty in 1971 as Professor of Political Science and Chairman of 
the Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice. Garraway offers 
courses in government to satisfy teacher certification plus advanced courses 
and pre-law courses. Each spring, beginning in 1986, Garraway has taken 
students to New York City to participate in the National Model United Nations. 
HSU is one of about 120 colleges and universities from the United States 
and other countries which participate in this exercise. Each school requests 
the opportunity to represent the nation of its choice. Prior to their week- 
long visit, the students study the vital statistics of the country including its 
history, geography, economy, and politics, and prepare to debate issues that 
are in the best interest of the nation they represent. The number of students 
who represent HSU has grown from five in 1986 to twenty-two in 1990.60 

B. W. Aston arrived in 1967 to teach in the Department of History after 
completing class work for the Ph.D. at Texas Tech University. He graduated 
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in 1972. His main area of study was twentieth century Latin American history.61 

Aston became Chairman of the History Department in 1972. In 1981, Dr. 
Aston and Dr. Fane Downs, former history professor at McMurry College, 
acquired the necessary grants to begin the Abilene Historic Photographic 
Collection, which is housed in the Richardson Research Center. The fully 
computerized collection has over 7,000 photographs of Abilene and the Big 
Country area, and is accessible to research scholars and the general public 
through a computerized index. Aston has traveled and researched in the 
Dominican Republic, Guyana, and Cuba. He has also been active in the 
University's International Education Program, taking groups of students to 
study in Great Britain during the summers of 1984, 1985, 1988, and 1990. 
Aston has been influential in the West Texas Historical Association and in 
the publication of its Year Book, serving as Secretary-Treasurer since 1972 
and as Associate Editor since 1976. He and his wife, Lillie Mae (Fields), are 
active members at University Baptist Church, two blocks from campus. 

In 1970, Ray Johnson, Ph.D. in Psychology from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, was named Assistant Professor and Counselor to 
Students. He and Patricia (Tomlinson) have three daughters. Johnson con- 
tinued to teach, to give psychological tests for vocational advising, and to 
work for the school placement service in helping students and alumni to find 
career positions. He has been a full-time professor in the Department of 
Psychology since 1988. 

Science classes began in the new Sid Richardson Science Center in 1968. 
A B.S. degree had been instituted in addition to the B.A. degree inl965 and 
required a strong background in the allied sciences of physics, chemistry, 
biology, and mathematics. 

The Biology Department offered course work in preparation for elemen- 
tary and secondary education, medicine, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy, veterinary 
medicine, medical technology, respiratory technology, and physical therapy. 
In 1970, the Sid Richardson Foundation granted over $100,000 to the Science 
Division; of that, the Biology department received approximately $52,000, 
which was used to purchase equipment. A second grant of over $200,000 
came from the Sid Richardson Foundation in 1982; Biology's portion was 
$44,000. In the Biology department, seven full-time faculty members have 
served during the twenty-one years from 1964 to 1990, among them, George 
A. Newman, who came in 1967. He completed the Ph.D. degree in 1975 
from Texas A & M University. In the seventies, he undertook a bird population 
study for the Guadalupe Mountains National Park, and served as president 
of the Texas Ornithological Society, 1971-73. In the summers of 1970 and 
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1971, both Newman and R. K. Chi were involved in the National Science 
Foundation Institute at HSU in the teaching of high-ability high school 
students. In 1974, Newman was able to purchase a collection of forty-five 
Ethiopian specimens of birds from an Air Force family which had been 
stationed in Ethiopia. The country had experienced severe droughts which 
endangered some of the species represented in this collection, one of which 
is the Emerald Cuckoo—a rare bird, and the Turaco, which contains a water 
soluble pigment in its feathers. (When it rains, the purple color runs off the 
bird's feathers as if it were bleeding). Ethiopia now enforces very strict wildlife 
laws that make it almost impossible for such a collection to be exported. 

Dr. Newman was the tennis coach for five years beginning in 1974. He 
was one of the originators of the annual Western Heritage Day, which began 
in 1979. He has served as president of the faculty and has received both the 
Cullen Professor and Cullen Research Awards. Newman has taught ecology, 
environmental studies, and vertebrate zoology.62 

Taylor Rankin, Ph.D., Auburn University, has been a member of the faculty 
since 1969. Rankin teaches botany, human ecology, and general biology, and 
serves as pre-med and pre-dental advisor in his role as Department Head. 
He served as President of the Faculty in 1982-83 and also in 1983-84, and 
was awarded the Cullen Award for excellence in teaching in 1982. 

The science faculty has encouraged students for many years to present 
research papers at scientific meetings. Graduate work in science was dropped 
in the early seventies, but unusual undergraduate programs include The 
Environmental Studies Program (1971-74), Respiratory Therapy Program 
(1973-1987), and the Medical Technology Degree (1950-Present). Each year 
the department recognizes an outstanding freshman biology student by awarding 
the Craik Memorial Gift, and biology students are often selected for the Brewer 
Medal for excellence in Science. Departmental scholarships, begun in 1980, 
are awarded to deserving students from funds made available by the Rube 
M. and Mary Kate Evans Scholarship fund.63 

Richard Garner, Ph.D. in Chemistry from Texas Tech University, began 
to teach at HSU in 1968. A dedicated scientist, Garner was successful in 
obtaining grants from the Robert A. Welch Foundation totaling approximately 
$150,000 between 1971 and 1982. The Natural Science Foundation extended 
a grant from 1968 through 1970. Garner also received the Danforth Association 
Grant in the 1968-69 school year. Professor Garner has attracted students 
from a large area around Abilene by going to local high schools to give chemical 
laboratory seminars and demonstrations. Because children in other countries 
have forged ahead of the United States in studies concerning science and 
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technology, there is a renewed interest by the public in educating students 
in the sciences. During Garner's twenty-two years at HSU, he has encouraged 
chemistry majors to consider working for government, industry, and bio- 
chemical laboratories. They are prepared to become teachers, doctors, phar- 
macists, nurses, and molecular biologists.64 

In 1989, Garner was one of a group consisting of Drs. Lawrence Clayton, 
Charles Lane, Jack Barnes, and Barbara Breier to set up a Natural Resource 
Institute as an interdisciplinary organization to study problems relating to 
West Texas. In 1990, Garner, along with Drs. Gary Stanlake, Michael Jones, 
and Charles Lane established Anviron, Incorporated, an environmental testing 
laboratory. Dr. Garner became Anviron's vice-president and director of 
operations in 1991 and Dr. John Peslak became Head of the Department of 
Chemistry and Physics.65 

John Hanna Brewer was an HSU graduate who went on to have an 
illustrious career as a scientist. He received an A.B. from HSU in 1930, an 
M.A. in 1931, and the Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine with 
a specialization in medical bacteriology in 1938. Brewer was one of the world's 
foremost anaerobic microbiologists. He has many patents on laboratory 
equipment. He also developed the RPR card test for syphilis, which is used 
at most hospitals and state medical facilities.66 Brewer was a member of the 
International Atomic Energy Committee in Vienna on the Sterilization of 
Medical Equipment at the time NASA appointed him to the Planetary Quarantine 
Committee. HSU recognized his work by awarding him an honorary doctorate 
in 1986. When he retired from his career with two pharmaceutical firms, 
he came to HSU in 1969 to conduct research involving prevention of con- 
tamination of the planet Mars by earth organisms; he also served as part- 
time professor. In 1974, Brewer received a certificate of appreciation for "major 
contributions to the space program for the past ten years" from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).67 By 1975, Brewer was heading 
the full-time research center established as a separate entity at HSU. 

Through the Biology department, Dr. Brewer had received several significant 
grants from outside groups. NASA had sponsored research at the University, 
giving $148,000 in grants by 1976. The research team displayed in Moody 
Center in 1976 a scale model of the Viking I spacecraft, along with a series 
of photographs of Mars.68 

In 1978 research grants in excess of $150,000 were awarded to HSU 
from NASA, and a total of $60,000 was given by two pharmaceutical firms 
and an anonymous donor. A pharmaceutical firm gave $30,000 to further 
studies related to Brewer's patented card test, widely used for the detection 
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of brucellosis in cattle. 
In 1975-76, the HSU Science Research Center was organized by University 

officials in the Sid Richardson Building. Luther Winans was assistant research 
professor in the Research Center, and he supervised certain parts of the research 
sub-contracted to ACU. The research center was funded privately for bio- 
medical research to produce and test market several biomedical products 
developed by HSU faculty scientists and other organizations in which Fairleigh 
Dickinson had interests. The research center cost the school very little other 
than physical space, but HSU became more widely known because of the 
interaction resulting from the interest the center generated. 

Edgar M. Jackson joined the HSU staff as a speech instructor and debate 
coach in 1968. He was born in Crossett, Arkansas, in 1920. Jackson received 
a B.A. from Howard Payne University, a B.Div. from SWBTS, and an M.A. 
from Texas Tech University. He held several pastoral as well as secular posts 
before coming to HSU. Jackson became the Director of Recruitment, later 
was in charge of Continuing Education and Extension work, and acted as 
Special Consultant to the President for a few years before he retired on 
December 3, 1988. Jackson was truly "a jack of all trades" and was known 
throughout the Southwest for his abilities to preach, to teach, and to recruit 
students and friends by means of his enthusiasm for the school. He covered 
thousands of miles and spoke to every sort of group imaginable. Jackson 
organized successful courses off-campus for several companies including 
Texas Instruments and U.S. Brass, and was always willing to arrange a new 
kind of seminar in an attempt to give more students the opportunity of learning 
new skills.69 

Continuing Education courses and seminars had to be reduced due to 
cost. In 1973, HSU joined with Abilene Christian University and McMurry 
College in a Tri-College Continuing Education Program designed to provide 
non-credit courses. The first offerings consisted of eight courses, and by the 
late 1970s over seventy courses were being offered in this program before 
it was discontinued in 1981. 

A ten-week seminar in Human Relations in Management in the late 
seventies was successful at Nucorp, a large company located in Abilene for 
several years. The number of extension courses continued to be reduced. Very 
few courses were offered outside the city. 



243 Skiles Begins 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

James E. Tanner, Ph.D. in English from the University of Oklahoma, 
functioned as Dean of Faculties for six years, beginning in 1971. The first 
week after he was employed, he received a letter asking why the University 
should not be placed on probation by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools. Although the main problem was the cumulative financial deficit 
dating back well over ten years, another lingering problem was in the academic 
area, where graduate courses numbered too many and those teaching were 
not always sufficiently qualified. 

Dr. Tanner asked Dr. Ray Ellis to accept the position of Graduate Dean 
to rein in the programs and to stiffen the requirements for entrance into 
graduate work.70 Bill Tippen was chairing the Board of Trustees at the time. 
(He eventually served four terms). A senior attorney of Abilene, he and his 
two siblings had been identified with the school for most of their lives and 
were all graduates of HSU. In 1946, Bill married his sweetheart of college 
years, Elsie, a graduate in 1944, who serves on the board presently. Tippen 
was first elected as a Trustee in 1957. As years went on, Tippen served as 
attorney for Taylor County, district attorney, state representative, and state 
senator for district 24. His service at HSU included being president of the 
University Alumni Association. Tippen, Skiles, Tanner, and sometimes W. 
O. Beazley, met several times with representatives of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools to assure them that the school would comply with 
their recommendations in all areas, particularly reguarding the graduate 
division. 

By 1975, the graduate program was still an area of concern. President 
Skiles even discussed elimination of the program since the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Colleges and Schools said that several institutions within a two- 
hundred mile radius of Abilene offered graduate work. In December of 1976, 
the graduate program was strengthened by more strictly enforcing admissions 
requirements to recruit better prepared students, and twenty-five graduate 
assistantships were made available in business, education, English, history, 
and music. These paid full tuition plus $1,800 a year. The quality of graduate 
students improved once the financial aid began to be offered. 

The resignation of Dr. James Tanner, after only six years, was unfortunate 
for the school. He had been an organized administrator who carried out some 
crucial decisions. Tanner left in 1977 to become Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs at Louisiana College. He soon left there to assume the same position 
at William Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri, where he still serves. 
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FUNDING 

President Skiles used to say that one of his mottoes was, "I give people 
the opportunity to invest." There were very few of those opportunities which 
Skiles missed. 

In 1966, the average cost to teach, house, and feed a full-time student 
was approximately $2,150. Student payments covered about $1,400 each, 
leaving a gap of about 33.3 percent to be filled by grants, gifts, scholarship 
funds, and funds from endowment. Tuition in 1966 was $23 per semester 
hour and over a ten year period tuition increased to $42 per hour. Room 
and board in 1966 ranged from $300 to $335, and a decade later, room and 
board was still less than $500 per semester.73 Although the Board voted to 
keep tuition low purposely to allow as many students as possible to attend, 
the decision left areas such as faculty salaries and equipment constantly short 
of funds. There was very little government-based aid available to students 
so much emphasis was placed on encouraging gifts for scholarship help. 

Clyde J. Childers arrived at HSU to assist Lee Hemphill in 1967 and 
became Vice-President of Development the next year. He and his wife, Lois 
(Draper), had been living in Wichita Falls and serving as missionaries over 
a thirteen county area. His pastor had been James H. Landes, who left Wichita 
Falls' First Baptist Church to serve as president of HSU. Landes had suggested 
that Childers consider working for the school. Childers and Skiles had been 
roommates at Baylor University, where both men had completed B.A. degrees 
many years before. Childers headed up a productive fundraising effort, 
climaxed by the Profile for Progress. The President's Club was developed 
during his tenure. 

Friends of the school who are willing to donate $ 1,000 or more annually 
to be used as unrestricted funding are included in this group. (In 1989, the 
Simmons Society—donors giving $5,000 or more each year—was begun in 
1989. Childers was honored with a Doctor of Divinity degree by Howard 
Payne University, and HSU recognized his Christian character and multiple 
talents with an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree in 1985. After ten years 
of successful fundraising efforts for the University, Childers was invited— 
not to retire—but, at the age of sixty-seven, to be the first full-time development 
officer for the Baptist Memorial Hospital System of San Antonio, where he 
remained on staff for over ten years.74 Childers was made Vice-President 
Emeritus of HSU in 1979, only the third man so honored in the school's 
one-hundred year history, joining W. T. Walton (1968) and Lee Hemphill 
(1975).75 
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In 1967, the total endowment was under $3,500,000.76 By the end of 
Skiles' administration in 1977, it was $8,000,000. The value of the entire 
University plant in 1967 was just over $7,000,000, but a decade later it was 
approaching $16,000,000.77 

In 1970, an increase of eighteen percent in enrollment was seen over 
the year before.78 A state-wide scholarship program for every student was 
being discussed in 1970. State Tuition Equalization Grants were begun in 
the early seventies. These grants are based on the extent of each individual 
student's need to help make up the difference between the cost of tuition 
at public colleges and universities compared to the cost of independent 
institutions.79 

Approximately 1,200 students enrolled at HSU in the fall of 1971. There 
was a trend away from on-campus living; only 630 lived in residence halls 
that year. About 71 percent of the student population claimed Southern Baptist 
affiliation, close to the more typical 80 percent Baptist student population 
each year. 

In 1973, two new government aid programs helped approximately 250 
students receive a total of $100,000. In a report issued in October of 1973, 
the Carnegie Commission on Higher Education concluded that higher edu- 
cation was "in the process of recovering from a period of depression."80 The 
Basic Educational Opportunity Grant (BEOG) and the Supplemental Edu- 
cational Opportunity Grant (SEOG) did much to further that recovery. By 
1990, it is possible that between $200 and $900 per semester per student 
may be available, based on need. By 1974, tuition had been raised from $35 
to $39 per hour. By 1976, eighty-five percent of students received some type 
of financial aid.81 

PROFILE FOR PROGRESS CAMPAIGN 

In July, 1969, President Skiles had called for a detailed projection of the 
school's capital and financial needs for the next decade. More than two years 
of planning went into the development campaign which was named the Profile 
for Progress. 

Phase I was completed in 1973, making possible the construction of a 
new library. Thousands of alumni and other friends, plus foundations and 
corporations contributed to the Campaign. 

Early in 1975, Phase II was begun to complete other building programs. 
This phase was called the "Ninety-day Wonder." On April 7, the trustees of 
the J. E. and L. E. Mabee Foundation pledged $1,000,000 as a challenge gift 



Eleven 246 

if the school could raise $1,350,000 in new money to meet their pledge in 
a short period of about three months. When the challenge gift was brought 
to the Board of Trustees in 1976, Dr. William B. Irvin, who had already given 
much to the University over the years, said that he was not able to give a 
large amount but that he would gladly give 1 percent of that amount—$ 13,500. 
This creative idea caught fire. Vice-President Childers, David Ray, and others 
put together an attractive challenge which they delivered personally to many 
people and were very successful in raising the funding. The campaign climaxed 
with a gift of $100,000 from the Kresge Foundation. S. S. Kresge wrote on 
the back of the last check, "In the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ." 
The total in gifts and pledges from that effort was $2,631,063.82 Within ninety 
days, the total exceeded $2,500,000. 

Phase III, the People Phase, raised over $1,000,000 for faculty salaries 
and equipment. A major emphasis was then begun to achieve a special 
endowment fund to be used particularly for the faculty.83 By December of 
1976, $5,530,000 had been given or pledged, and faculty salaries were 
increased between ten and thirteen percent. 

Mrs. Lucille Kelley, who was working for Clyde Childers during this 
Campaign, remembers a poignant story about one of the givers. She records 
receipting one gift, accompanied by a letter, in the amount of fifty cents from 
an elderly lady living in a nursing home who spoke of her love for Hardin- 
Simmons and her desire to be a part of the Campaign. The goal of the Campaign 
had been to raise $5.5 million84 and $6,397,347.15 was raised in the ten- 
year period.85 By 1977, the school had completed seven years in a row without 
a deficit.86 The increasingly good financial picture at the University reflected 
the generosity of University friends, the expertise of the chief fundraisers, 
and the beginning of a financial boom across all of Texas. 
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Twelve 
Skiles' Administration Continues 

S, 'tudent government had been organized 
since the Sandefer years, but its executive officers and its role had changed 
over the years. In President Reiff s time, the Student Association had executive, 
legislative, and judicial departments. The Senate and House of Representatives, 
consisting of representatives of various phases of campus life, made up the 
legislative department.1 The form of government was altered little by little 
over the years until the three divisions joined to make one Student Congress. 
After discussion with those governing the student body, President Skiles had 
agreed to obtain a full-time counselor for students, and to involve more 
students in decision-making affecting the Artist's Series, student recruitment, 
and dress codes affecting female students.2 

Some rules for conduct remained very much the same for decades, but 
some sexist rules were eliminated in the seventies. All women students were 
previously required to sign out in their own handwriting if leaving campus 
during the day or if leaving their residence hall after 6 p.m. Female students 
were asked in the student handbook not to smoke in public: "It is considered 
to be against the traditionally high standards of the university."3 As recently 
as 1970, pants and shorts for women were not to be worn in campus buildings 
including the cafeteria and the rest of the student center, or in downtown 
Abilene. In 1974, Title IX, a new state law was enacted concerning equality 
of the sexes which affected women's athletics and dormitory hours. There 
had been no restrictions on the young men's hours for some years. The young 
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women voted whether or not to continue restricted hours and chose to 
continue these rules into the early eighties even though Title IX had given 
them equal freedoms. Rules had been imposed until the seventies, so the idea 
of voting on rule changes was significant. (Freshmen girls had to be in residence 
by 11 p.m. on weeknights and at midnight on weekends. Other dormitories 
had a 2 a.m. weekend curfew). Dormitories were sparsely furnished. Army 
surplus green metal desks, night stands, and dressers were the norm. Students 
were limited as to the appliances they could bring to college. Few owned 
a typewriter—almost none owned an electric typewriter, let alone a computer. 

Most students had very little extra money, and many had part-time or 
full-time jobs while attending school In the sixties, most students did not 
own cars and even in the seventies, very few owned new automobiles. 
Registration and purchase of books was an all-day process before computerized 
registration was in place. The cost of a book ranged from $7 to $30, a large 
sum when a three-hour course cost approximately $225. Lucky students 
received about $100 a month from home—a few received as much as $250 
to pay for laundry, expenses, telephone bills, and all leisure activities.4 

Chapel was held four mornings each week for many years. All students 
were required to attend at least one designated chapel program together each 
week. On that day, all offices and the library were closed, and everyone on 
campus was expected to attend. The Skiles administration bowed to the wishes 
of the majority on campus and reduced chapel requirements to twice weekly 
programs. Attendance was required for two years only. Many who were 
involved with the University at this time felt that a spirit of unity and 
congregational contact largely disappeared when the student body stopped 
congregating as a whole. 

Each year, however, several students considered full-time Christian service 
and followed through with this commitment as others had done in all the 
years before them. In 1973, for instance, five graduates were appointed as 
foreign missionaries. HSU has always had some ties overseas. Pastor Ralph 
Grant of Lubbock had traveled several times in the Orient, each time visiting 
Hong Kong Baptist College. Grant approached President Skiles to suggest that 
he would raise funds to enable graduates from Hong Kong to do graduate 
work at HSU. Dr. Lam, the president of Hong Kong Baptist College, and 
President Skiles corresponded, and a prospective program was arranged 
whereby many students were to come to Abilene and representatives of the 
HSU faculty were to go to Hong Kong to teach. Peter Chan and Florence 
Hui were the first students to come from Hong Kong Baptist College in the 
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late sixties. Phillip Koong also came as a student. Sadly, Mr. Grant became 
ill and without his help and vision the program lost momentum. 

During the Founder's Day ceremony in Behrens Chapel in the Spring 
of 1967, President Skiles presented medallions to those who had graduated 
at least fifty years before. Mrs. Margaret A. Lewis of Austin, Texas, was the 
oldest graduate at the ceremony. Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. S. L. McCracken of 
Marfa, Texas, (both of the class of 1899) received standing ovations, each 
having been students over sixty years previously. When Mrs. Lewis received 
her medallion, she reached into a bag and pulled out her diploma, which 
she presented to the school; it read Maid of Literature.5 

"Abilene Day" was observed on campus on October 11, 1968, to pay 
tribute to the city and its leaders for the assistance given to the school over 
the first seventy-seven years. A number of Abilene civic and business leaders, 
including Mayor Ralph Hooks, were invited to an all-school assembly in 
Behrens Chapel, a reception, and a tour of the campus.6 

Beginning in the fall of 1974, an annual "HSU Day at Six Flags" gave 
over a thousand students, faculty, and staff a day of fun in Ft. Worth for 
several consecutive years.7 

Ex-students often talk about belonging to the "University Family." During 
the Viet Nam war years, a letter written on May 10, 1968, was received by 
Byron Bryant, Associate Vice-President of Development, from Gordon Lam, 
an alumnus. Lam was recuperating from injuries received in Viet Nam and 
wrote the letter requesting that it be printed in the next issue of the Range 
Rider to explain how the war affected HSU: 

It's a real war. It's a conflict involving the HSU family because many 
HSU students are here. No matter what their jobs are, they're fighting 
a war. The people on campus must realize that they can contribute 
by praying for us. 

Through all the horrible sounds and experience of war, my soul 
searches for the peace of God. I hear the agony of dying men; I hold 
the hands of my men as life slips away; I try to forget the faces of 
the wounded as they cry out for God's help. But when it's all over 
for a while, I go somewhere alone and try to remember how peaceful 
it would be to sit in a church and listen to the words of the hymn, 
"Jesus is Tenderly calling Thee Home!" 

Sentimental? No, I just want to say that my being at HSU brought 
peace to my heart and to my mind. I long to someday return and 
say thank you "Fair Daughter of the West" for teaching me that God 
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is our strength and our shepherd. After the horror of a battle and the 
smoke clears from the battle area, I can look into the heavens and 
thank God for his watchful hand. Hardin-Simmons gave me an 
academic foundation, a military future, but most important of all it 
gave me an experience of knowing that God will be with me no matter 
where 1 am. I'll always remember the scripture which says, "Be still 
and know that 1 am God." Today my radio operator died while saving 
me yesterday. My heart aches because of his loss, but out there 
somewhere a soul will go to be with God.8 

STAFF 

Virtually all employees who stay a long time feel a strong sense of Christian 
ministry as their reason for service. Many staff members have served the school 
long and well. The Dean of Women through the sixties was Miss Alice 
Berkshire. Mrs. Claude (Tid) McAden, class of 1941, came to the school first 
as Assistant Director of Student Life and Counselor to Women in 1968. (Her 
mother was Grace Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the late President J. D. 
Sandefer). McAden soon became Dean of Women and remained until 1985. 
She was a beloved friend and informal counselor to hundreds of students 
and was sorely missed after she chose to retire. The title of Dean of Women 
was replaced in favor of Associate Dean of Student Development in the early 
eighties. 

William (Bill) Johnson began to work in the Business Office in 1961 as 
the purchasing agent and off-campus housing director. One of his jobs was 
to have school stationery printed off campus: the school printing shop was 
not set up until 1966 when Joseph Powell came to work as a Vice-President 
for Business Affairs. The "bookstore" was in an old wood barracks after being 
in the basement of the old Abilene Hall, and was moved to Moody Student 
Center in 1962. Johnson worked elsewhere for four years but returned to 
HSU in 1969 to become the bookstore manager. He became Business Manager 
in 1974, setting up the University's budget under the direction of Joe Powell. 
Powell resigned in 1977, and accepted a one-year appointment by the Foreign 
Mission Board to go with his wife, Frances, as a volunteer missionary to the 
Taiwan Mission. Johnson continues to be in charge of student housing, the 
campus carpool for staff and faculty business, the cafeteria, the bookstore, 
and the post office, which space is rented to the U.S. Post Office, also, so 
that the public as well as students may be served.9 
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Some staff members who are listed in Appendix II gave most of their 
vocational lives to HSU. Mrs. Sandy Graham, for instance, held several 
positions before becoming the executive secretary to the Vice President for 
Finance and Management. When there is a question which needs an answer 
and no one is quite sure who to ask, Graham usually gets the call and responds 
with the correct answer. Staff members engineer the daily running of academic 
institutions, and their attitudes usually determine the atmosphere which 
pervades the campus. 

BUILDINGS 

Several facilities were torn down during the Skiles years: Rose Field House, 
the old Science building, the old ROTC building, the small wooden ROTC 
officers' office building at Hickory and Vogel, the small brick building where 
the Woodward-Dellis Recital Hall now stands, the old tennis courts west of 
Sandefer Memorial Building, and the wooden houses where Ellis Center now 
stands. In their place, several buildings were constructed, including the Sid 
Richardson Science Center, the Mabee Military Science Building, the President's 
Home, the Cowboy Band Hall, the Woodward-Dellis Recital Hall, the Rupert 
and Pauline Richardson Library, and the Central Heating and Air Conditioning 
Plant. The Streich Tennis Center, the Brand Swimming and Recreation Area 
and a new baseball diamond were completed, and six of the main buildings 
had major renovations.10 

One of the most impressive additions to the campus was the Sid Richardson 
Science Building. The Sandefer family had worked for many years to initiate 
interest from the Sid Richardson Foundation for some sort of financial aid 
to the University. No gift had materialized. President James H. Landes called 
friends in the oil business, Frank and Bea Wood, who knew Perry Bass, a 
nephew and business partner of the late Sid W. Richardson. Through their 
introduction, President Landes had several meetings with Bass, who knew 
that Richardson had wanted to "do something for Hardin-Simmons."11 

Sid W. Richardson had attended Simmons College just for the academic 
sessions of 1911-12, and was forced to leave school for lack of funds. He 
always claimed he had enjoyed that year better than any others. Between 1912 
and 1933, he lost his savings three times and began in business for the fourth 
time when he borrowed four $10 bills from his sister in 1933. He became 
a highly successful oilman and businessman. The first time the public knew 
of his quiet philanthropic activity was in an announcement that he had given 
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$100,000 for construction of a new auditorium for the Baptist Church in 
Athens, Texas, as a memorial to his mother, Nannie Richardson, a member 
of the church for forty years. At the time of his death by heart attack in 1959 
at the age of sixty-eight, Richardson was CEO of several companies and 
operated cattle ranches in several counties in Texas.12 Richardson had 
committed the bulk of his estate to the Sid W. Richardson Foundation and 
wanted it to benefit the people of Texas because he felt they had made it 
possible for him to succeed. 

Construction of the $1.4 million Sid Richardson Science Building began 
in the fall of 1966 under the guidance of Boone and Pope architects.13 Although 
classes began that fall, the building was officially dedicated in the spring of 
1968 by President Elwin Skiles. Skiles had arranged only the week before 
for Texas Governor John Connally to be the main speaker at the occasion 
in the place of President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who had agreed to come 
before suffering a heart attack. One hour before Connally was to arrive, Dr. 
Skiles was informed that his flight had been cancelled because of bad weather. 
Former President of the University, Rupert N. Richardson, a friend of the 
late Sid Richardson, was asked to speak. In early days, the two Richardsons 
had referred to each other as cousins, although they were unrelated. The large 
audience which gathered for the dedication gave the popular Dr. Richardson 
a standing ovation when Skiles announced that Richardson was speaking in 
place of the other two men. He did an able job of recounting the history 
of the Science Department beginning with the first dean, Dr. Julius Olsen, 
and then describing to the audience the man who had been his friend and 
was the benefactor of the new building. 

The center is built on three levels and houses a lecture room dedicated 
to Julius Olsen which seats almost two hundred, offices, and laboratories as 
necessary for the departments of physics, biology, chemistry, mathematics, 
and geology. The newest materials of the era were used: table and counter 
tops of chemically-resistant synthetic stone, pyrex glass sewage system to slow 
corrosion of the pipes, emergency safety equipment in the laboratories, and 
distilled water available from the taps.14 On the first floor of the building is 
a portrait of Sid W. Richardson by Victor Lallier. Lallier, who resides in Dallas, 
is included in "Art in the United-States Capitol." His portraits of Dr. J. B. 
Sandefer, Dr. Julius Olsen, Dr. and Mrs. Fred Lange, Dr. and Mrs. Rupert 
Richardson, Dr. Elwin Skiles, and Dr. Jesse Fletcher are displayed in several 
buildings on campus.' 

Throughout the science building are plaques denoting the winners of 
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various scholarships and grants in Biology, Geology and Mathematics. One 
display case shows large and valuable samples of malachite and quartz- 
amethyst geodes from South America donated by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wood, 
Jr., in 1976. Information about geology field trips to Palo Duro Canyon, Texas; 
Central Mineral Region, Texas; Cisco Area, Texas; Tularosa Basin, New Mexico; 
Wichita Mountains, Oklahoma; Ouachita Mountains, Arkansas; and Callahan 
Divide, Texas, is enclosed in a case with several mineral samples. Many other 
mineral samples are displayed throughout the building. Geological data valued 
at more than $67,000 was given to the University in December of 1974 by 
John H. Chalmers, long-respected independent oil man of Abilene.15 

An Environmental Laboratory consisting of plant and animal labs, a 
greenhouse, and Geology work rooms was built in 1971. The Laboratory 
was designed and built by Don Bridges and is located behind the Sid 
Richardson Building. 

The Van Ellis Theatre fronting on Cedar Street was designated in honor 
of Van and Lou Ellis, who donated $100,000 to the school in 1967.16 Mrs. 
Ellis' maiden name is Morton: she and her husband have both served as 
executives of Morton Food, Incorporated. All dramatic performances take 
place in this theatre to the present. 

Three years later, the couple donated a second $100,000 to fund the 
building of a new residence for the school's chief executive. A new two-story 
home, designed by architects Boone and Pope, was finished and occupied 
by Dr. and Mrs. Elwin Skiles and family in 1970. For six years it served as 
home for the Skiles and for three years was home for the family of Dr. and 
Mrs. Jesse C. Fletcher. In 1979, the structure was designated the Lou Morton 
Ellis Center in honor of Mrs. Van C. Ellis and her parents, the G. C Mortons 
of Dallas. The wall around the yard was built of brick from the old Science 
Building. Many hundreds of people have enjoyed the hospitality of both 
families in the home. After the Fletchers chose to reside off campus, Ellis 
Center was converted to a center to be used by development and alumni staff, 
and for small group conferences. The Fletchers have continued to use the 
facility for entertaining and hospitality connected with the University. The 
Vice President for University Relations and Development, Richard M. Styles, 
and his staff moved into the newly renovated offices. By moving this group, 
space was freed in Sandefer Memorial Building to house the faculty and 
administrative offices of two divisions of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
and to expand the space of the School of Business.17 

Woodward-Dellis Recital Hall, located to the immediate north of the 
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Caldwell Music Building, was made possible by Ora Lena (Woodward) Dellis. 
She was the widow of J. L. Dellis, chief engineer of the project which gave 
Los Angeles, California, its main water supply. Mrs. Dellis was preceded in 
death by her husband and two children. Her daughter, Mrs. Orleanor Kinsey, 
earned from HSU a degree which enabled her to teach music. (Mrs. Kinsey 
died in 1965 in Odessa.) Mrs. Dellis, who lived in Abilene, bequeathed most 
of her estate to HSU due to this connection.18 The Recital Hall was constructed 
by the Tittle, Luther, and Loving Architectural Firm in 1974. 

When the University began, the entire library occupied one room in the 
main—and only—building. After being in various locations, as discussed 
earlier, in 1949 the library was moved to the top two floors of Sandefer 
Memorial Building. 

Miss Mabel Willoughby served as librarian from 1956 until 1967, and 
Hugh A. Brown was librarian from 1967-1969. Dr. Calvin C. Turpin, a 
professor in the Bible Department, served as librarian from 1971 until 1977. 
His interests reached to co-authoring a short book titled Rupert N. Richardson: 
The Man and His Work, a bibliography of Dr. Rupert Richardson, and he 
helped form the Cowboy Aerc Club to provide inexpensive flying instruction 
and flying opportunities. After retirement, Turpin moved to Hollister, Cali- 
fornia, with his wife, Eudell. In 1990, he was made the new deputy chief 
of chaplains for the National Civil Air Patrol, the auxiliary of the United States 
Air Force, and will normally be promoted to chief of chaplains.19 Dr. Kenneth 
W. Jones was librarian from 1977-1981 followed by Dr. Joe F. Dahlstrom 
who served from 1981 until 1988. Active in the Abilene Philharmonic 
Orchestra and on the Abilene Public Library Board, Dahlstrom added to the 
school's reputation for contributing to community affairs. Alice W. Specht, 
M.L.S. from Emory University and M.B.A. from HSU, was appointed Director 
of University Libraries in 1988. Her husband, Joe Specht, is the library director 
for McMurry University. 

Finally, a three-story, 48,632 square foot building designed by Tittle, 
Luther and Loving, was constructed at a cost of $2,000,000. The building 
was named in honor of Rupert and Pauline Richardson and was dedicated 
on November 6, 1976. Plans for the library had been completed after Phase 
One of HSU's Profile for Progress Campaign. Building Fund gifts came from 
HSU supporters including faculty and staff. The Mabee Foundation provided 
a challenge grant to hasten the fund raising for the building. 

The library now contains approximately 406,370 volumes in its main 
collection. The library subscribes to more than 1,000 periodicals, and total 
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holdings come to well over 350,000 items. 
The entire first floor is named thej. E. and L. E. Mabee floor in appreciation 

for the Mabee Foundation funding. Also on the first floor is the Duffy 
Auditorium, a small auditorium designed for large-class, multi-media instruction, 
or meetings or social occasions. It was named in memory of Mrs. B. A. Duffy 
of Abilene, whose family, including Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wilkins, has 
faithfully supported the school for many years. 

The Smith Music Library in Caldwell Hall contains study scores, collected 
works of various composers, recordings, basic music books, and reference 
materials. The library was given by Dr. Clyde E. Smith in memory of his wife, 
Ovida Shepherd Smith, who was devoted to music. The library was dedicated 
on April 18, 1974. 

In 1964, the personal library of the late Edna Marie Jones, a nationally 
known music educator, was given to the Hardin-Simmons University library 
by Miss Jones' mother, Mrs. Ann Marie Jones of Austin. The collection in 
this library included approximately 275 books on music and art, more than 
1,000 items of sheet music and music scores, and some 50 miscellaneous 
items, including recordings and Miss Jones' personal files. 

The newly formed Hardin-Simmons University School of Music Foun- 
dation purchased an outstanding library of approximately nine hundred 
volumes of early American hymnody from Dr. Thurman Morrison, retired 
professor of HSU's School of Music, in 1990. The collection is called the 
Thurman Lee and Lucialis Jones Morrison Collection. The collection, to be 
housed in the Smith Music Library, contains a number of rare books including 
a copy of the 1647 Sternhold and Hopkins Whole Book of Psalmes and 
a 1736 publication of Poems on Several Occasions (a first edition) by Samuel 
Wesley.20 

James B. Simmons, Dr. Robert S. Simmons, and Sarah Anna Simmons 
donated their private libraries to the college as a foundation for the school's 
library. For seventy-five years these volumes circulated and were studied by 
hundreds of students. The Simmons Collection, numbering over 3,000 titles, 
is strong in theology, history and literature; the nineteenth century classics 
are available upon request but were withdrawn from circulation in order to 
preserve this special gift. 

Honoring the memory of HSU President and Professor Oscar H. Cooper, 
the Cooper Education Library, housed on the third floor of the Richardson 
Library, contains books on education, state-adopted textbooks, standardized 
tests, and teaching aids. Dr. Cooper's education collection came to the library 
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in 1934. Added to this collection are over 20,000 catalogued items. More 
recent textbooks, teaching units and aids, children's literature, and books 
relating the theory and practice of education are housed there as well as 
children's encyclopedias, teaching machines, and other audio-visual aids.21 

In 1981, Mrs. Hoyt Ford sponsored a special library collection in memory 
of her husband, Dr. Hoyt Ford, Professor of Psychology . The Ford Memorial 
Collection for Life Adjustment—Counseling—Psychotherapy is housed on 
the library's second floor. 

Michael R. Bennett donated to the Richardson Library in 1985 an extensive 
collection of Thomas Wolfe materials. Included are 94 books by Wolfe 
including first editions, 105 books about Wolfe, and various other items related 
to this American author. 

In 1986, Lee and Lunelle Hemphill furnished the Business Reading Room 
which is set aside on the third floor of the library. Current business and finance 
journals and newly acquired books are housed in this special study area. 

Clee Woods, in memory of his wife Betty, made donations throughout 
the 1980s to support the acquisition of rare books for the University. Mr. 
Woods also donated to the collection many rare titles from his private 
collection. Housed in the Betty Woods Fine and Rare Book Room are ap- 
proximately 350 titles printed or designed by Carl Hertzog of El Paso. Hertzog 
was one of Texas's major fine printers for over 60 years. Mr. Clifton Caldwell 
of Albany, grandson of C. M. Caldwell, donated this major collection to the 
Richardson Library in 1976 and 1977. 

In 1975, Mrs. Ray F. Downing of Fort Worth donated the painting of 
El Capitan by Audley Dean Nicols. Mrs. Downing was the daughter of J. L. 
Lancaster, President of the Texas and Pacific Railroad. Mr. Lancaster com- 
missioned the painting in the 1920s, and it hung in his office for almost fifty 
years. El Capitan, the picturesque mountain landmark adjacent to Guadalupe 
Peak in far West Texas, became the symbol of the Texas and Pacific Railroad. 

The library houses three oil portraits completed in 1976: the portraits 
of Dr. and Mrs. Rupert Richardson memorialize the building being named 
in their honor, Mrs. B.A. Duffy's portrait hangs in Duffy Auditorium, and 
"The Longhom Steer" lithograph by Ronald Thomason was presented in 1978 
honoring Mr. and Mrs. Guy Caldwell's fiftieth anniversary. Twenty-two pieces 
of Steuben glass were presented to the library by Dossie and Winnie Wiggins 
in 1977. In 1988, Dr. H.W. Mclntyre presented HSU with two pairs of Royal 
Worcester Dorothy Doughty Birds in memory of his wife, Alma. Dr. Richardson's 
bronze bust, sculpted by Robert Berks in 1980, is housed in the Research 
Center.22 
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In 1983, an endowment in the amount of $92,796 was given to the library 
from the estate of Mrs. Melvia Poteet Campbell. In 1986, a gift of $242,217 
was made from the estate of Mrs. Campbell's sister, Mrs. Elta Campbell Roberts. 
This endowment for library materials was made in memory of Willie Beatrice 
Campbell of Abilene. The following year the Texas Library Association recognized 
Campbell posthumously as a Benefactor of Texas Libraries. 

The Rupert N. Richardson Research Center of the Southwest initially was 
planned to be a regional archive repository developed and maintained jointly 
by the three Abilene Colleges. The Research Center was to be staffed by an 
archivist and three staff members to collect, preserve, and disseminate historically 
relevant materials of the region including monographs, theses, dissertations, 
manuscripts, periodicals, academic and religious archives, newspapers, 
photographs, maps, films, recordings, tapes, ephemeral and works of art. The 
3,000 square foot area in the Richardson Library was to be leased by the 
college consortium. Programs were to include repository functions, cataloging 
and registering materials, indexing, microfilming, reproduction and exchange 
of materials, research publication, support of academic programs, support 
for historical societies, service to the archival profession, and archival training. 

Early supporters of the Research Center included Dr. John Estes who 
launched the idea, Clifton Caldwell, John Ben Shepperd, and Maurice Brooks. 
Congressmen Omar Burleson and George Mahon served on the advisory 
committee with John Matthews and several other key supporters. The ex- 
ecutive committee was made up of the three college presidents: Dr. Thomas 
Kim of McMurry, Dr. John Stevens of ACU, and Dr. E. L. Skiles. The center 
opened in 1976 with minimal funding as a tri-college program. In May 1979, 
the College Consortium formally conveyed the Center and all assets to HSU. 
There has not been adequate funding to run the center; initial funding provided 
one part-time archivist the first year the center was open. 

Richardson and later B.W. Aston, as Director of the Research Center, 
carried out many of the center's plans, but on a smaller scale than originally 
envisioned. With the assistance of HSU graduate assistants, Aston imple- 
mented microfilming and indexing of the archival material. The Richardson 
Library staff provided much of the acquisition and cataloging work of the 
center for monographs and maps. The West Texas Historical Association 
headquarters is maintained in the Research Center. Books, newspapers, local 
records, theses, maps, photographs, audio and video tapes, and archives have 
been added to the collection. The video history program was started in 1985 
by Dr. Joe Dahlstrom and B.W. Aston with the support of McMurry College 
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and Abilene Christian University to record interviews with prominent Big 
Country residents. 

The National, Texas, and Abilene Committees for the Humanities made 
a grant to start the Abilene photograph Collection in 1981. Dr. Fane Downs 
of McMurry and Aston instituted a computer-indexed, copy photograph 
collection. Over 7,000 negative and contact prints are indexed by computer 
in the Research Center. In addition to the West Texas Historical Association 
Yearbook, the Research Center publications have included This I Remember 
by Dr. Richardson, The Future Great City of West Texas Abilene: 1881- 
1981. edited by Fane Downs, and Abilene, an American Centennial. 

Several special collections have been added to the Research Center. The 
Crane Collection, composed of 5,000 items from Judge R.C. Crane of Sweetwater, 
includes business papers, correspondence, and maps. Part of the collection 
was given in the late twenties, and Crane added to it several times. Louise 
Kelly willed her extensive collection of Texana, valued at $20,000, to the 
Research Center in 1976 in honor of Dr. Richardson. The endowment for 
the Center was greatly enhanced in 1988 at the closing of her estate. Selected 
University records and correspondence, the personal history collection of the 
late historian Walter Prescott Webb purchased in 1965, and regional papers 
of interest including those of Truett Latimer, Walter Grubbs, Rupert N. 
Richardson, San Simon Cattle Company, J.D. Sandefer, and the Simmons 
family are housed in the Research Center. 

Dr. and Mrs. Othal Brand of McAllen, Texas, were responsible for the 
building of an outdoor junior olympic-sized pool which meets NCAA speci- 
fications. Their son was interested in swimming and desired to attend HSU. 
Othal E. Brand, Jr. transferred to Texas Christian University after three years 
since HSU was not involved in competitive swimming. The pool facility, 
dedicated April 15, 1977, includes an equipment room, the pool inside 
Marston Gymnasium, and a practice area for tennis.23 

In 1968, the tennis complex was resurfaced, both on the courts and the 
adjacent areas, and lights were installed for night play. Bleachers were built 
on the west side and windbreakers were erected around the perimeter of the 
courts.24 

A new, eight-court, lighted tennis center was completed in 1975 and 
named the W. A. Streich Tennis Center in honor of Streich and his wife, 
Belle. Streich was president of the Streich group of ten franchised Gibson's 
Discount stores in North Texas and Southern Oklahoma. Since his death in 
June 1979, his family has continued their longstanding support to HSU.25 
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ATHLETICS 

The 1966 Basketball team holds the school record for most points scored 
in a single game: 124, against Idaho State University. The Cowboys were the 
basketball champions at the Dyess Air Force Base Invitational Tournament 
in 1968. In a 1969 basketball tournament run by HSU, the Cowboys won. 
Glen Whitis and Russell Berry were hired as basketball coaches from Howard 
Payne College in 1970.26 Coach Whitis had served at HPU for fifteen years 
and had established a successful reputation coaching. His wife, Wanda, came 
to work for him in September 1970 when his secretary chose to begin teaching 
for the public school system. By November, 1971, the United Athletic Alliance 
of which HSU was a part, was moving toward the formation of a conference 
with major NCAA affiliations. In 1972, the school team came in first in the 
HSU Cowboy Classic Tournament. The following year they were co-cham- 
pions in the United Athletic Conference. Berry became the head coach when 
Coach Whitis died in a car accident in 1974. Whitis' premature death was 
a shock; the school had high hopes for future winning seasons. Mrs. Whitis 
remained at the University for twenty years. She was voted Staff Person of 
the Year in 1989 for her careful attention to the work of the Athletic Office. 

Star players Harvey Catchings and Gary Crowthers were both drafted 
to play professional basketball by the Philadelphia 76'ers in 1974. 

Women's basketball came to the fore as the women began to win 
tournaments in the mid-sixties. In 1966, they won first place at a North Texas 
State University Tournament and second at another North Texas State University 
Invitational Tournament. In 1968, they were first at the Dyess Air Force Base 
Invitational. Ten years passed before they placed third in the Texas Association 
for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (TAIAW) Zone championship. 

Women's Volleyball began to move in the sixties. In 1964 the team placed 
second at North Texas, and the next year they won first place at the North 
Texas tournament. 

In tennis, Randy McDonald of San Antonio and Terry Treadwell advanced 
to the quarter finals in singles play in the NCAA meet in Chicago in 1967, 
coached by Phil Tinsworth. Terry Treadwell, '69, was an outstanding tennis 
player. His four year record was 63-17, allowing him to win the Outstanding 
Tennis Player Award four times. He played in the NCAA Championships in 
1967, 1968, and 1969, even advancing to quarter finals in 1967. Treadwell 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1987. Another notable tennis star of 
this era was Fred Kniffen, who became a tennis pro for the city of Abilene 
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and directed the Texas Open two years in a row. 
George Newman, who was a former tennis star at New Mexico State 

University, joined the HSU Biology faculty in 1967. He had been the top- 
ranked high school player in New Mexico during his junior and senior years 
and represented the state in the national tournaments in the summers of 1958- 
59. He played on the NMSU varsity team two years, then transferred to Baylor, 
where he played his final year of eligibility. Newman guided the teams to 
a 57-35 record between May of 1975 and Spring of 1979. The team won 
the North Texas State University Team Tennis Tournament in 1977, the 
Midwestern State University Team Tennis Tournament in 1978, the Wildcat 
Invitational Team Tennis Tournament in 1979, and first place in the Pender- 
HSU Spring Invitational Team Tennis Tournament that same year. Newman 
resigned from coaching in .1980 but continued teaching, researching, and 
ranching interests. 

The HSU women's tennis team brought home a second place prize in 
the West Texas Tournament and were Runners Up in the HSU Dr. Pepper- 
Pepsi Tournament in the late sixties. In 1968, the team placed second at the 
Wayland Baptist College Invitational Tournament. 

Golf teams did well in the fifties, and then had sporadic successes in 
later years. Teams placed first, second and third in Abilene Intercollegiage 
tournaments in the seventies. In 1973, they came first in the New Mexico 
Intercollegiate Tourney. There were at least two tournaments each year in 
which they placed in the top three. In 1973, the golf team, coached by Dr. 
George Housewright, had a great record in dual matches, 14-1, as well as 
recording a first place and three third places in tournament play.27 

Men's soccer was approved as an intercollegiate non-scholarship sport 
in 1977. 

New freedoms for women included not.only sports involvement, but a 
relaxation of rules of conduct, both on the athletic field and in society. New 
opportunities for careers previously offered almost entirely to men, and new 
responsibilities accompanying the freedoms followed. It would take two 
generations for society to feel comfortable with the new mores of behavior. 
The universities, including HSU, helped lead the way. 

After an eleven-year term, Dr. Skiles announced his resignation to be 
effective in the summer of 1977 after his sixty-fifth birthday. President and 
Mrs. Skiles had evidenced a prevailing spirit of optimism and confidence 
regarding the present and future of the school which was recognized by a 
plaque given to them by the faculty at the faculty and staff appreciation dinner 
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held in the spring of 1977. It read "Of love shared and dedication to the 
growth of Hardin-Simmons University."28 Skiles believed with all his heart 
in the worth of HSU.29 Both in the years he served on the Board of Trustees 
and in the years he served as president, he sang the praises of the school 
wherever he went: "Waitresses, bell boys, children of friends, trick or treaters, 
paper boys—they all knew about HSU." The University constituency and the 
city of Abilene were happy that Ruth and Elwin Skiles were remaining in 
Abilene despite his chosen retirement. He was a gracious support to the 
incoming president who would face a financial challenge which included the 
best of times and the worst of times, all in a space of less than fifteen years. 
The prayers and encouragement of the Skiles family would undergird the 
new administrator, Jesse C. Fletcher. 



Thirteen  
President Fletcher Begins 

O il prices started to climb in the late 
seventies, and the economy of Texas rose with oil. Real estate boomed, and 
Abilene gained the magnificent Fairway Oaks Golf and Country Club, around 
which hundreds of new homes were built. By the mid-eighties, however, the 
oil prices had dropped, causing many to lose jobs, investments, and real estate. 
Ranching was no longer prospering. President Ronald Reagan decreased public 
policy incentives, thereby cutting college scholarship moneys. A "merger 
mania" in businesses caused many small investors fear and brought about 
a stock market crash in October of 1987. 

In the fall of 1977, the twelfth president, Jesse Conrad Fletcher, came 
with enthusiasm and in full agreement with the philosophy and purpose of 
the University. Born April 9, 1931, in San Antonio to Ruby (Arnold) and 
Jesse N. Fletcher, who retired as an insurance executive, Jesse Fletcher was 
a distinguished student, and a distinguished military student, as well as a 
two-year letterman in golf before receiving a B.B.A. degree from Texas A & 
M University in 1952. 

Fletcher met Dorothy (Jordan) the summer following his graduation. 
Dorothy transferred from Blue Mountain College in Mississippi to Howard 
Payne College to be near her fiance. He began attending SWBTS in 1952, 
and they were married in February of 1953. Fletcher earned an M.Div. degree 
in January 1956, and a Ph.D. (originally aTh.D.)inl958. Due to difficult 
pregnancies, the young couple had suffered the bereavement of losing two 
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children, the first child at birth, and the second child during the first week. 
Jordan Scott was born in 1958, and Melissa Dupree was born four years later. 
A variety of part-time employments, including rural pastorates, supported 
the Fletcher family. Fletcher had been licensed to preach at age twenty and 
ordained to the ministry a year later (1952) by Manor Baptist Church in San 
Antonio. 

His first position after completing his doctorate was at the University 
of Texas as professor, holding the John G Townes Chair of Bible, from 1958- 
60, and during his second year he also directed the Baptist student work there. 
The family moved to Richmond, Virginia, in 1960 for Dr. Fletcher to join 
the staff of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The Fletchers had volunteered for foreign mission service in 1959 but were 
not appointed by the SBC Foreign Mission Board because of Dorothy's health. 
Instead, the Board asked him to join the stateside staff to enlist and process 
others. He served as Associate and, later, Secretary of Missionary Personnel 
before assuming the position of Director of the Mission Support Division in 
1968. His job was to supervise the departments of missionary personnel, 
education, and promotion and furlough ministries. During these years, he 
traveled extensively to many of the countries where Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries served in order that he could gain insight into personnel needs and 
problems as well as help through lectures and preaching. He also wrote seven 
books, primarily missionary biographies, including Bill Wallace of China 
which was made into a movie (1963), Wimpy Harper of Africa (1967), and 
The Search for Blonnye Foreman (1971). 

In 1975, Dr. and Mrs. Fletcher moved with their children to serve the 
First Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee, where Dorothy accepted the 
busy role as pastor's wife, mother, counselor, hostess, and friend to the 
congregation of nearly five thousand. Dr. Fletcher researched and wrote 
another book during this period: Baker Tames Cauthen: A Man for All 
Nations (1977). The church grew dramatically in this period in attendance, 
baptisms, and giving. 

Fletcher's denominational service reflects the use of his multiple talents. 
From 1952-62, he served as a chaplain in the United States Army Reserve, 
after having been commissioned upon graduation from Texas A & M. He 
has been on several advisory committees including the Commission on Radio 
and Television from 1972-75 and the Student Work Advisory Group from 
1970-75. He was Chief of the International Bureau of the Baptist Press and 
a member of the Writing Team of the Mission Support Challenge Committee 
in 1975. He has served on the Boards of Trustees and as a member of the 
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executive committee for both the Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy from 1975-77. 

After becoming President of HSU, Fletcher was invited to preach the 
Convention sermon at the Atlanta meeting of the SBC in June 1978. He was 
awarded the status of distinguished alumnus of SWBTS in that year, also. 
He was awarded the Litt.D. from the Rio Grande College of Ohio in 1979 
as a result of the impact of his ministry at Knoxville. He served on the General 
Council of the Baptist World Alliance for five years beginning in 1980, one 
of ten Southern Baptists elected to that committee. 

In business pursuits, he has served as a bank director and a board member 
on a variety of community enterprises. He was a director and served for a 
time as Chairman of the Board of Ministers Life of Minneapolis from 1977 
to 1989. He was the main initiator of the Trans-America Athletic Conference, 
organized in 1978, and served as its president twice. Fletcher was presented 
with a sterling silver tray in honor of his leadership in July 1990.l In community 
affairs, Fletcher has headed the United Way Campaign and a year later served 
as its president. He was a founding director of the Community Foundation 
and served as its vice-chairman, a position he also held in Abilene's ACT- 
Now (Abilene Choosing Tomorrow-Now) task force. 

President Fletcher has taught one course each semester in the School 
of Theology since beginning his term as chief administrator. He became 
Connally Professor of Missions at HSU in 1980, and will continue to teach 
in the Logsdon School of Theology during his Chancellorship. He could return 
to full-time preaching at his choosing. His deep consciousness of God, 
redemptive and empathetic outlook on his fellow human beings, and descrip- 
tive, concise story-telling ability are attractive and fresh. It is evident that he 
reads extensively, and draws upon his extensive travels over much of the world. 

The prayers and goodwill of his wife have allowed him to accomplish 
much and to benefit the thousands of people he has affected by his ministry 
and his daily decision-making as chief administrator. Dorothy has worked 
behind the scenes to befriend individual students, children of missionaries, 
and people she feels a kinship with who need her particular concerns. She 
has planned and helped host countless Presidential events and Trustee Meetings. 
Each December for the past fourteen years, Mrs. Fletcher sent several dozens 
of cookies to the Maintenance staff members to remind them that the Fletchers 
notice and appreciate their dependable work. 

Fletcher is an avid hunter and golfer, and maintains a commercial aviation 
license. It is not surprising that his attractive wife has learned to share his 
interests as much as possible, even to the extent of hunting with him, so that 
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she may enjoy the company of this man of varied interests and limitless energy. 
Dorothy's description of her husband is that "He is, indeed, a most interesting 
man with enviable qualities—energy, health, creative talent, intelligence, wit, 
sense of humor, and sensitive wisdom." Two granddaughters and one grandson 
are her other great joys. 

Fletcher is recognized as a sophisticated man of thought in a world of 
action as well as being a godly missionary with a charitable spirit. Fletcher 
has written a total often books, the last two of which were Practical Discipleship 
(1980) and The Mission of the Church (1988). He has been asked to write 
the Sesquicentennial history of the Southern Baptist Convention, and is the 
Baptist preacher for the historic Bloy's Cowboy Camp Meeting in the Davis 
Mountains each summer. Their son, Scott, and his wife, Lynne, live in Fort 
Worth with their daughters Jessica and Natalie. The Fletchers' daughter, 
Melissa, lives in Abilene with her husband, Leonard Johnson, and son, 
Matthew. 

Fletcher's coming to HSU resembled that of others the University sought 
out for earlier administrations. When Dr. Elwin Skiles announced his retire- 
ment, a search committee for a new president was formed. 

Charles Brinkley, chairman of the University Presidential Search Com- 
mittee, approached Dr. Fletcher early in the spring of 1977 concerning a move 
to Abilene from Knoxville which would involve a move from pastor to college 
president. Fletcher declined. He was approached several times more, once 
in June of 1977, by Dr. Skiles. Each time Fletcher replied in the negative 
since his pastoral ministry in Knoxville was not quite three years old, the 
church had grown by several hundred, and, humanly speaking, the family 
did not look forward to the idea of another major move. In July, three more 
members of the Search Committee, led by Board Chairman Bill Tippen, visited 
Fletcher in Knoxville. The committee persuaded the Fletchers to visit the 
campus late in August, but the couple returned to Knoxville undetermined 
as to what their response should be. Early in September, Fletcher drove to 
the Great Smoky Mountains east of Knoxville. He recalled: 

I went to the top of Mt. Le Conte on a rainy day and settled in under 
a half-cave overlooking the Great Smokies to pray the matter out. 
Coming off the mountain, I decided that if God continued to open 
the door, I would accept the position.2 

Fletcher began his work in late October of 1977, and was inaugurated 
as the twelfth president of HSU on April 24, 1978. Three former presidents 
participated in the ceremony: Rupert N. Richardson, James H. Landes, and 
Elwin L. Skiles. Hundreds of visitors who arrived for the occasion included 
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representatives from state government, the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
BGCT, colleges, universities, and learned societies throughout the United 
States as well as from the city of Abilene. 

On this occasion he presented several questions he had pondered con- 
cerning the worth and the future of private institutions of higher learning. 
He then suggested some answers. In wondering what young people wanted 
of a university, he decided that they desire community. If they are Christians, 
they want Christian community. He put in apposition the concept that "hostile 
environments can teach one how to cope, but they are not places to chart 
clear-cut goals. The growth that results in the first is scar tissue, in the latter— 
healthy tissue."3 His next answer was that instead of waiting "for government 
to reverse its bureaucratic momentum," Fletcher believed "we would do better 
to educate the next generation ... in the freedom-cherishing principles of 
private enterprise, the nobility of personal endeavor, the right of every 
individual to have an equal opportunity... without undue resort to legislative 
constraints and the loss of individual freedom."4 

One month after Dr. Fletcher arrived, the Board of Trustees approved 
replacing the position of Director of Public Relations and Information which 
had been vacant since December, 1976. Richard M. Styles was invited by 
President Fletcher to fill the position, and the Styles family moved to Abilene 
from Richmond, Virginia, where he had served as Public Relations consultant 
at the Foreign Mission Board since 1970. The position was enlarged in 
responsibility and renamed Vice-President for University Relations and 
Development. During the first year of his presidency, also, Fletcher began 
to reorganize the major units of the school. Over the next two years, the 
reorganization took the form of the College of Arts and Sciences; School of 
Business and Finance; School of Education; School of Music, School of 
Nursing; Graduate School, and Division of Evening, Weekend, and Extension 
Programs. The Division of Graduate Studies was named the Graduate School, 
and the Evening and Weekend Division was changed to the Division of 
Evening, Weekend, and Extension Program.5 To lead this major restructuring 
Fletcher hired a new Academic Dean, Dr. Ronald A. Smith, now Provost of 
the University as well. 

By 1980, the teaching faculty included 87 full-time teachers, 68 percent 
holding doctoral degrees, and 32 part-time faculty members for a total of 
119.6 A decade later, over 80 percent of the full-time professors held doctoral 
degrees, and the total faculty, including instructors for AISN, numbered about 
125 in 1990. 
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FUNDING 

At the time President Fletcher took over the administration of the school, 
he faced a number of unbudgeted expenditures, items already in significant 
overage, and insufficient funds to complete the new Mabee Athletic Complex. 
He outlined this situation for the Trustees at his first meeting with them in 
November of 1977. Trustee William Wright, Jr., suggested that the trustees 
must raise their sights in development in order to respond to this financial 
dilemma.7 This shortfall was finally covered in a large Bond program which 
also allowed a host of campus improvements and renovations. Giving valuable 
leadership was Wiley Dugger, whom Dr. Fletcher had brought on as Vice- 
President for Financial Affairs in 1978. 

The Board of Trustees approved a $15 million fund-raising campaign 
to be called "Forging the Future" to be conducted over the three-year period, 
March 1, 1982, through March 31, 1985. Priorities to be funded by the 
campaign included: 

(1) Faculty salary endowment 
(2) Endowed chairs for professors and programs 
(3) Scholarships 
(4) Campus renovation and energy management 
(5) A new art building 
(6) Debt retirement 
(7) An athletic endowment 

The campaign was launched with the initiation of the faculty/staff phase 
on September 9, 1982.8 Later phases included the Board of Trustees, Board 
of Development, Alumni, Foundations, and various city campaigns in Texas. 
The successful campaign resulted in a total of more than $21,000,000. Two 
major needs in this campaign were the endowment and buildings for the 
Logsdon School of Theology provided by the widow of Charles Logsdon, and 
the Irvin Chair of Education, funded by Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Irvin.9 

Faculty salaries were increased modestly between June 1978 and September 
1981. Inflation, however, rose 12.8 percent in the year 1979, alone, and over 
35 percent in three years in Texas, so the struggle to bring salary schedules 
up to par continued. A bolder salary increase of 30 percent was given over 
a two-year period beginning in 1985.10 

The University now stands in the top fourth in terms of headcount, 
graduates, endowment, and budget in ICUT, made up of the forty Independent 
Colleges and Universities of Texas, and in the forty-eight colleges and uni- 
versities within the SBC.11 Endowment income increased exponentially during 
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the boom years beginning in 1980, until it provided about 16 percent of the 
annual budget instead of the approximately 10 percent of a decade before.12 

The school was fortunate in receiving a deferred gift of over $1,000,000 
in real estate in the mid-seventies from Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Hagerton of 
Lubbock. Another deferred real estate gift of $1,000,000 was received from 
Dr. and Mrs. A. H. Bergen of Southern California in the mid-eighties.13 

When Dr. Wesley S. Coffman became Dean of the School of Music in 
1981, there were two or three endowed music scholarships worth only a few 
thousand dollars. Within two years he had encouraged fourteen such funds 
with a total endowment worth $58,000 as a part of the Forging the Future 
goal. By 1985, the fund totaled over $250,000. By the centennial year, 1991, 
a fund including an endowment capital of $470,000 and budget funding 
allowed the distribution of twenty-two scholarships adding up to about 
$90,000.14 

In 1990, the HSU School of Music Foundation was established through 
the generosity and participation of Dr. and Mrs. Lee Hemphill to promote 
the growth and excellence of the School of Music. The Foundation is ad- 
ministered by a Board of Directors composed of alumni and friends of the 
School of Music. 

Each year the undergraduate Catalogue describes the majority of available 
student scholarships. As is typical of all universities, some scholarships are 
awarded according to academic merit, some according to several abilities, and 
some according to financial need. There are well over 200 scholarships and 
grants available. Several scholarships are awarded by groups on campus 
including student fraternities. The women of HSU—staff and faculty—give 
an annual scholarship worth several hundreds of dollars to a student who 
holds at least a 3.0 G.P.A. and is in need of financial assistance. The University 
Women's Club began this scholarship to honor retired faculty-staff women. 

Endowed grants and loans also continue and grow in numbers awarded 
and in dollar amounts. Ministerial students receive an allowance per semester 
hour by the BGCT upon fulfilling certain criteria, and dependents of denomi- 
national workers are allowed financial help. In 1968-69, about 56 percent 
of the students at HSU received financial aid. By 1980-81, the percentage 
had risen to 85 percent.15 By that time, aid programs and financial awards 
came from the following sources: Institutional Scholarships and Grants, 
Institutional Work Program, Pell Grant (Basic Educational Opportunity Grant), 
Supplemental Grant (Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant), College 
Work Study, Guaranteed Student Loan (Stafford Loan based on need since 
1988), National Direct Student Loan, -and TEG/SSIG (Texas Equalization 
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Grant/State Student Incentive Grant).14 Two other loan programs which went 
into effect in recent years are the PLUS (Parent Loan for Undergraduate 
Students), and the SLS Loan (Supplement Loan program for independent 
Students). Since 1988 the CAL (College Access Loan) program has benefitted 
those families who no longer qualify for the Stafford Loan. Other aid is available 
through outside programs such as foundations, corporations, and Baptist 
churches which set up scholarships for their member-students. 

The major Foundations which have been donating moneys for the last 
several years include the Mabee Foundation, the Bridwell Foundation, the 
Andersen Foundation, the Meadows Foundation, the Houston Endowment, 
the Sid Richardson Foundation, and the Rockwell Fund. 

A campaign was launched by the Cowboy Band Foundation in February, 
1987, to assist the small band in travel and with scholarships. Cowboy Band 
exes learned at their 65th annual reunion that its "Banding Together Forever" 
endowment campaign had surpassed its challenge goal with $ 1 million plus 
in cash, pledges, and deferred gifts, according to Abilene attorney Robert H. 
Alvis, class of 1950.17 Another fundraising group, "The Cowboys," meets 
regularly to back the athletic program. 

Two annual fund-raising events are the Fall Annual Fund mailout to all 
alumni and other friends of the school which began in 1979, and the Spring 
Phonathon. Former President Richardson made the first telephone call for 
the first Rupert N. Richardson Phonathon in 1980. Students, faculty, and 
staff volunteers telephoned thousands of people in an effort to raise the number 
of thousands of dollars which corresponded each year to the age of Dr. Rupert 
Richardson. He was celebrating his eighty-ninth birthday that year and over 
$97,000 was pledged.18 

An ambitious Centennial Fund Raising Campaign with a goal of $ 15,000,000 
was launched in October of 1988. Despite difficult economic times, campaign 
leadership announced in February, 1989, gifts and pledges of $5,132,118 
from members and former members of the Board of Trustees to underwrite 
over a third of the $15,000,000 goal. By mid 1990, the Board of Development 
had pledged over $3,000,000. The campaign money will be used to endow 
scholarships, to renovate several older buildings on campus, to purchase 
equipment, to endow faculty chairs, to provide current student scholarships, 
and to meet many other needs. The goal for the alumni phase is $4,000,000. 
Included in the Campaign is an ambitious $1,000,000 annual giving goal 
for 1991. A total sum of $13,500,000 was reached by the end of 1990. The 
Campaign is to be concluded by the end of the centennial year of 1991.19 

Both the total budget and instructional budget had increased by approxi- 
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mately three hundred percent between 1968-69 and 1978-79.20 By 1990, it 
had increased threefold again. Operating deficits toward the end reflected 
the tough times even though assets continued to grow. The 1990 school budget 
of $16,500,000 was aided greatly by the $1.4 million that the Baptist General 
Convention gave through the Cooperative Program.21 Endowment grew from 
just over $8,000,000 in 1977 to approximately $33,000,000 by May 31,1991. 
This endowment increase in the midst of recessionary years has been a most 
encouraging improvement. Physical assets, in the form of buildings, reno- 
vations, and landscaping added up to approximately $38,000,000.22 

ENROLLMENT 

By 1980, thirteen percent of the student population came from states 
other than Texas. Ninety-three percent of the student population were white, 
four percent, Hispanic; three percent, black; perhaps the most interesting 
statistic was that twenty percent of the students were above twenty-five years 
of age.23 

As Dr. Fletcher's tenure began, the enrollment totaled 1,649. In 1980, 
fall enrollment increased dramatically to over 1,900, in 1981, it jumped to 
2,049—an all-time high, and in 1982, enrollment was 1,948, making this 
the third consecutive year that enrollment exceeded 1,900. During the eighties, 
enrollment averaged over 1,900 compared to 1,700 in the seventies, and 
demonstrated a new emphasis on recruitment despite the economic recession 
in Texas. In 1990, that trend resumed with a fall enrollment of 1,938, largest 
since 1982. 

HSU has always enrolled many students from other countries. Some have 
been influenced by pastors or missionaries in their home countries, particularly 
those students who have wanted to major in theology. For the past three 
years, some have come as a result of the American College Locator International 
program. There is no federal or state aid for international students, and 
prerequisites must be met prior to their coming as to payment of tuition and 
other college costs. International students are able to qualify for departmental 
scholarships or presidential awards.24 The first two Soviet students came for 
the fall semester of 1990. Primarily through the Margaret Fund, established 
by the Southern Baptist Convention, children of foreign and home missionaries 
have the opportunity of attending HSU at little or no cost.25 Because of this, 
HSU is usually "home" to more "MK's" than any other college or university.26 
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CURRICULUM 

For at least twenty-five years, all faculty members have been ranked. 
Beginning with instructor, who must have at least a master's degree, the next 
rank is assistant professor must possess a master's degree and be actively 
working on the terminal degree in the chosen field of teaching, plus three 
to five years of college-level teaching. An associate professor must have an 
earned doctor's degree and several years of teaching experience, plus con- 
tinuing evidence of professional growth. A professor has the same qualifi- 
cations as an associate professor plus at least ten years of college teaching 
experience. Tenure, while not insuring permanent employment, does guar- 
antee tenured academic personnel the assurance that they will not be removed 
from their position by arbitrary or uninformed action.27 This ranking is 
representative of the process in most recognized institutions of higher learning. 

Students are, also, recognized for superior work as they pass through 
undergradute years. Depending on the grade point average and the number 
of semester hours completed, students are eligible for inclusion on the 
President's List, the Dean's List, the Honor Roll, and the Honorable Mention 
Roll. 

Entering freshman are sometimes able to get a head start by taking CLEP 
tests. The College Level Examination Program (CLEP) began nationwide about 
twenty years ago. HSU has cooperated in the CLEP program for the last 
seventeen years. Credit for satisfactory scores on CLEP examinations is given 
for certain courses (as listed in the annual Catalogue-Bulletin). The advantages 
in taking these tests include the saving of much valuable time and money 
as long as the student has prepared properly and is knowledgeable enough 
to pass the tests attempted. 

In 1981, admission standards were upgraded. To gain full admission, 
students are now required to have an ACT score of 18 or an SAT of 800 
or be in the top fifty percent of their graduating classes with an ACT score 
of 16 or SAT of 700. Students with limited load and opportunity admissions 
are allowed to begin with slightly lower scores.28 

Courses under the heading of "Bible" have been part of the required core 
of courses since the turn of the century. In 1980, a new dean was appointed 
for the School of Theology. H. K. Neely received a B.A. degree in 1954 from 
Baylor University; B.D., 1958, and Th.D., 1963, SWBTS. Dr. Neely holds the 
Phillips Chair in Bible and Religion. Neely had been one of the early founders 
of In-Service Guidance in Baptist institutions, so he began an In-Service 
Training Program at HSU and employed Dr. Omer Hancock as Director. This 
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program offers field experience for students training for the ministry. By the 
use of apprenticeships, students are placed under pastors and other church 
staff members. Neely has built a good team including Drs. Donny Auvenshine, 
Omer Hancock, George Knight, James Shields, Norman Weaver, and Larry 
McGraw, who quickly became one of the most popular teachers on campus. 
Administrators including Drs. Fletcher, Smith, and Ellis also teach courses 
in the School of Theology. 

The Lay Academy, a new Christian training center, was created in 1984. 
Courses are sometimes offered on campus and sometimes conducted in area 
churches. Twelve hours of study are given per course for people who desire 
to learn more about the Christian faith. A wide choice of Bible classes is 
available.29 

The Connally Chair of Missions, held by President Fletcher, was funded 
by Dr. Virginia Boyd Connally. Connally was recognized as a Distinguished 
Alumnus for many reasons, including her contributions to the School of 
Theology. Ada Virginia Hawkins graduated from HSU in 1933. She lived with 
her aunt and uncle, Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Snow, who sent as many as ten of 
their nieces and nephews to HSU to give them college education. She next 
attended Louisiana State University School of Medicine in New Orleans and 
did her internship and residency at Charity Hospital in New Orleans. She 
was the first woman doctor to practice in Abilene, and maintained a busy 
practice for forty-two years as an eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist. 

Her husband, Ed Connally, in whose honor a part of Mabee Physical 
Education Complex is named, was a longtime trustee until his death in 1975. 
Their two daughters, Genna Johnson and Edwina Roberts attended HSU, as 
did her granddaughter, Sunday. Virginia Boyd Connally served as a trustee 
of HSU from 1977 to 1988, then became a member of the Board of Devel- 
opment, and has remained a longtime member of the President's Club. Dr. 
Boyd has served on the National Board of the Medical College of Pennsylvania, 
the University of Texas School of Nursing Board, and numerous civic boards. 

Her interest in missions led her to purchase the house next to her own 
home to provide quarters for the HSU missionary family on furlough each 
year. The first gift for the Connally Chair of Missions was made in December, 
1979. It insures a missionary emphasis for the school. A portion of the earnings 
is designated to bring in a key missionary or missiologist for a lectureship 
or seminar on missions in the semester in which Dr. Fletcher does not teach. 

Her greatest gift to the school is loyalty to its past and enthusiasm for 
its future. Not only was she awarded the John J. Keeter, Jr., Alumni Award 
in 1981, but she was recognized again with an honorary degree from HSU 
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that same year. Abilene women acknowledged Dr. Boyd's many contributions 
by electing her a part of their first group of city Pathfinders in 1988. There 
are few endeavors in the city of Abilene in which Virginia Boyd has not at 
some time played a strategic role.30 

For several years the Logsdon faculty had realized that there was a need 
for a Guest Professor Program in order to better acquaint students with scholars 
from other institutions. In the spring of 1990, Dr. Harry Hunt from SWBTS 
served as Guest Professor. The faculty has a continuing commitment to train 
students in many areas of ministry along with the traditional preparation to 
become pastors.31 

In keeping with the excellent leadership of the deans in the School of 
Music, Wesley S. Coffman, Ph.D. 1968, from Florida State University, came 
to HSU in 1981 from the University of Texas at Arlington. Several outstanding 
faculty members have remained to work under his administration, and, almost 
without exception, others whom Dean Coffman has hired have professional 
reputations far beyond Abilene. Most of the present music faculty also 
participate in local community performances as well as lending leadership. 
The city churches benefit greatly from their musical contributions as virtually 
all participate actively. Under his leadership, an annual newsletter has been 
sent to describe the progress of the School of Music, the performances, 
research, publications, workshops given by the faculty, and recent news about 
alumni. 

Each year a multitude of recitals are given. One of these features students 
from the School of Music who give a Student Composers Concert, performing 
premiere performances of their original works in Woodward-Dellis Recital 
Hall. Each summer, the Music Education Department offers workshops, 
usually bringing specialists from across the United States to conduct these 
weeklong training sessions. Every year for the last decade, a group of HSU 
music majors has been invited to perform at the annual meeting of the Texas 
Music Educators Association. 

The women of Sigma Alpha Iota and the men of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, 
the two music fraternities, purchased two Kawai studio pianos with proceeds 
from the 1983 All School Sing. In 1989, the two music fraternities purchased 
and donated to the University 560 copies of the The Hymnal for Worship 
and Celebration, purchased with proceeds from the 1988 All School Sing 
and given in memory of Dr. Rupert N. Richardson. 

Music alumni, the present administration of the school, and the Abilene 
community believe that the School of Music has demonstrated the objectives 
stated in the latest Catalogue: 
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The School of Music is to prepare well-educated musicians for pro- 
fessions in music education, music ministry, music-related business, 
performance, and theory/composition. In addition, the School of Music 
provides opportunity for creative, culturally-enriching experiences for 
the University community.32 

The Division of Education was changed to the School of Education in 
1979 and was reaccredited by the Texas Education Agency. That same year 
the first floor of Abilene Hall was renovated to provide offices for the education 
faculty and staff. The School of Education benefited in 1979 when Peter J. 
Gilman, Ed.D. in 1973 from the University of Arizona, joined the University 
as Dean. He holds the Irvin Chair of Education, made possible in 1979 by 
funds from the estate of the late Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Irvin, formerly of Dallas.33 

Provost Ronald A. Smith said, "Since Dr. Gilman's arrival, the School of 
Education has steadily increased in stature and is today [1989] recognized 
as one of the better schools of education in Texas. A man of obvious character 
and integrity, Dr. Gilman possesses the personal and professional qualities 
which are crucial to the success of [this] institution . . ,."34 

A major leading to a B.A. in Speech Pathology began in 1977, the same 
year that Dr. Carol Haire assumed her current position as Director of Speech- 
Language Pathology and Audiology. Professor Haire, Ed.D., 1976, from Texas 
Tech University, has served also as a consultant at various local agencies, and 
owns a private practice where she provides diagnostic and treatment services 
to patients in the city and area.35 In the early 1980s, Speech Pathology was 
relocated to the School of Education to enhance its relationship to teacher 
certification programs and to special education. In 1989, Haire was named 
to the Texas Professional Educational Diagnosticians Board of Registry. In 
the mid-eighties, Mrs. Sibyl Cholson, an alumnus and former faculty member 
of the Speech Department, donated a complete set of professional journals 
to the Speech-Langage Pathology Department. 

Robert C. Barnes, Ph.D. in 1974 from the University of Georgia, came 
to HSU in 1977 as Professor of Counseling and Human Development and 
became Head of the Department in 1981. Barnes has researched and published 
in several areas, and one of his several interests is Logotherapy. He has studied 
and admired the theories of Viktor Frankl, M.D., Ph.D.. of Vienna, Austria, 
a world-renowned psychologist and the author of Man's Search for Meaning. 
Barnes has spoken at several professional conferences and published his 
research in the International Forum for Logotherapy. Frankl read Barnes' 
findings and wrote him a congratulatory letter.36 

Dr. Bertie Kingore, Ph.D. from North Texas State University, joined the 
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faculty in 1980 and was named Head of the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education seven years later. Kingore has received both teaching 
and research awards from the Cullen Foundation by vote of her peers. 
According to Dean Peter Gilman, "She is one of the most creative people I 
have had the privilege of working with. Her apparent boundless energy, 
coupled with genuine enthusiasm, has resulted in creative endeavors ranging 
from innovative classroom presentations to published textbooks."37 She has 
also developed a Kingore Observation Inventory (KOI) for determining traits 
of gifted and talented young children. Kingore has served a term as president 
of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented because of her special 
interest in education for gifted children. She developed HSU's Threshold 
Program for Gifted and Talented Children in 1980, and administers as well 
as teaches in it each summer. The program is offered to children of Abilene 
and the area to provide enrichment experiences for children ages seven to 
sixteen. 

In 1981, an endowment was begun through the estate of Dr. William 
Buel Irvin and his wife, Ollie (Camp), both graduates of Simmons College 
in 1921, and the School of Education was named the Irvin School of Education 
in their honor. Both Dr. and Mrs. Irvin qualified for teaching certificates in 
1924, and W. B. Irvin earned an M.A. in 1927. For a third of a century, 
Irvin was Superintendent of Schools in Pampa, Perryton, Lubbock, and 
Highland Park in Dallas. During summer sessions he taught at several leading 
universities in Texas. He was elected president of most of the teachers' 
associations he had joined. In the middle 1950s he went into business with 
the National Educators Life Insurance Company of Fort Worth and was 
president for some years. 

Throughout their lives, the Irvins each served as active Baptist church 
lay people, took part in many civic affairs, and supported HSU in several 
ways. The couple were life members of the President's Club. Dr. Irvin served 
on the Board of Trustees and was the Chairman from 1962 until 1969, and 
Ollie Irvin won the school's Keeter Award in 1978. The Irvins contributed 
a Missionary Grant Fund of over $100,000, a general endowment of more 
than $1,000,000, and another $2,000,000 for the School of Education. 

Dean Gilman responded to new state Standards for Teacher Preparation, 
and implemented them in 1984. A voluntary decision was made not to seek 
reaccreditation by NCATE in 1985. The A. B. and Patty Shelton Endowed 
Chair in Special Education was fully funded in 1987, and was awarded to 
Dr. Bertie Kingore. During the 1988-89 academic year, the special education 
program was phased out. New state Standards for Teacher Education were 
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mandated in 1989. For several years, annual follow-up studies show that 
evaluations completed by school principals on HSU's first-year teachers rated 
the graduates 4-plus on a scale of 1 through 5. This strong rating affirms 
the quality of the students and the programs within the Irvin School of 
Education.38 

Majors have been offered in Speech and Theatre from the early sixties. 
In 1978, Rosanna Herndon, Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University in 1973, 
became professor and head of the Department of Communication. Among 
Dr. Herndon's publications are three books, and a series of six instructional 
video tapes in oral interpretation. Herndon was named a Piper Professor in 
1988, one of many honors she has received during her professional career. 
She served two terms as president of the HSU faculty. Her husband, the late 
Doyle Herndon, served as University Comptroller for ten years before his death 
in 1987. 

A series of curriculum changes occurred in the Department of Commu- 
nication. The fields of speech and mass communication in the early 1980s, 
and Theatre became a separate department. 

A broad, vocationally flexible major was developed in Public Commu- 
nication by connecting speech communication and media.39 By 1989, a new 
program in Public Relations was offered in the combined fields of Mass 
Communication, Speech Communication, Art, and Business. Professor Herndon 
continued to oversee the annual West Texas High School Speech Tournament, 
one of the largest and most highly regarded practice tournaments in Texas, 
held at HSU through 1989. Dr. Mary Evelyn Collins became the Head of 
the Department in 1990. 

Randy Armstrong, Assistant Professor of Mass Communication since 
1976, teaches all journalism courses. Professor Armstrong and William Curtis, 
Assistant Professor of Finance, were placed on the first editorial committee 
of the 4-0 Imprint, a branch of the Hardin-Simmons University Press, when 
it began in 1988. The purpose of this area was to concentrate primarily on 
fine books, which are normally purchased by book collectors. Up to the 
present, there have been four books printed; the last being R. N. Richardson's 
The Commanche Barrier to South Plains Settlement. The 4-0 Imprint has 
an editorial board which consists of a screening committee composed of faculty 
and students who are responsible for the decision about whether or not a 
manuscript will be accepted for publication. President Fletcher makes a final 
ruling after the committee votes. 

Dr. Patrica McAdams came to HSU in 1985 when the Department of 
Theater was made a separate department from that of Speech and Commu- 
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nication. Theater has only been recognized as an academic discipline at HSU 
for the past twenty-five years or so. Previously, people majored in Speech 
Communication and got their acting experience extra-curricularly. Most 
theater majors have also been secondary education majors because students 
had not known what kind of career opportunities existed in theater. McAdams 
has worked diligently to help her students become more aware of all the 
opportunities which abound for graduates of theater arts. One of the first 
things students learn when taking theater courses is the dependence on people, 
subject, and audience. During 1988-89, the theater department began an 
annual children's show which audiences have received enthusiastically. 

The HSU Theatre Department has professional memberships in ATHE 
(Association for Theatre in Higher Education, TETA (Texas Educational 
Theatre Association), and SWTA (Southwest Theatre Association). 

Of the more than one hundred English faculty members who have served 
the University during its history, eighteen have served more than ten years 
each. Since 1975, the department has shown much stability; there have been 
three retirements and one promotion, when L. R. Clayton became Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences. During the last decade all but two professors 
held earned doctorates. The English curriculum has depended partly on the 
particular background of the professors teaching in each decade, although 
basic composition, grammar, and literature were always taught. Many special 
topics courses are offered, usually in rotation over a two-year period. 

In the spring of 1976, a non-thesis M.A. in English was approved. Students 
take other courses to make up thirty-six hours including research methods 
but are not required to write a thesis. A Creative Thesis option was added 
in the eighties. The first Creative Writing Workshop was held in the spring 
of 1978 as a special studies offering. In 1981, the school approved the two 
courses as Creative Writing and Advanced Creative Writing and they have 
been taught each year by Professor Robert A. Fink, one of several professors 
who have received the Cullen Research Award.41 The beginning course is 
offered to any undergraduate or post graduate who is serious about improving 
his or her poetry and fiction writing. The workshop focuses on technique; 
students are asked to bring in weekly pieces of work weekly which are 
discussed in the group before being critiqued privately by the professor. One 
of Dr. Fink's goals is to improve the appreciation of good poetry and fiction, 
and some students learn sufficiently well to later publish their material. Dr. 
Fink is invited to give readings of his own poetry across the United States 
and is the only professor other than Rupert N. Richardson to have been invited 
to be a member of the Texas Institute of Letters (1989).42 
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Faculty in English have usually stayed longer than in most other areas. 
Between 1977-90, Professors Larry Fink and Jeffrey Schonberg were hired; 
Mrs. Ellen Turner and Dr. Lloyd Huff retired. All others have remained 
throughout Dr. Fletcher's administration, which allows good continuity and 
cooperation under Larry G. Brunner. 

Dr. Brunner, Ph.D. 1973 from Duke University, has acted as Head of 
the department since 1980. Brunner has published Tragic Victory: The 
Doctrine of Subjective Salvation in the Poetry of W. B. Yeats and has 
Quest and Questioning in Byron's Cain pending. During his term, the Writing 
Lab has become a viable aid to the teaching of remedial English, although 
it was started in the mid-seventies by Lawrence Clayton. One unusual student 
who studied under Dr. Brunner was Mrs. Dorris (Yates) Tull, who graduated 
in 1987. The widow of a medical doctor in Abilene, Mrs. Tull received an 
M.A. in English just five days before her seventy-sixth birthday, and worked 
in the Writing Lab even after graduation. 

The English Department has membership in the national organization— 
The Association of Departments of English, headquartered in New York City, 
as well as being active in the regional body—the South Central Association 
of Departments of English. 

An International Studies Program open to all students was initiated by 
HSU faculty in 1984. Several special scholarships are made available each 
year to aid in underwriting the costs of these sessions abroad. An enriched 
cultural experience is the result as the students participate in the life and 
culture which make up the basis of the courses they pursue over a five or 
six week period. The goal has been to offer three courses in subjects which 
fulfill core curriculum requirements for most majors. The groups have studied 
in Britain under professors in various fields. 

The status of the Social Work program was enhanced by the decision 
by the President to pursue accreditation in 1983. In that year, the Social Work 
Program was officially designated, and Dan Cooper was named as its first 
director. In January 1984, Doris Thornton, M.S.W. degree from the University 
of Maryland, was employed as the Field Coordinator when the Social Work 
Program was formally established within the department. She remained and 
is pursuing her doctorate while teaching full-time. 

In 1985, the program became accredited by the Council on Social Work 
Accreditation, and HSU at the time was only the second Baptist school in 
the nation so accredited. In 1985, also, Everett E. Woods, a local social worker 
and President of Woods Pyschiatric Institute and his wife, gave some schol- 
arship money to aid minority students and gave a second scholarship for honor 
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students. He served for several years as an adjunct faculty member teaching 
the practice courses. In October 1986, full accreditation of the program was 
achieved from the Council on Social Work Education. This accreditation 
allowed a fourth area on campus to be independently accredited, following 
music, education, and nursing. Between 1978 and 1989, approximately 175 
students have graduated with this degree. In 1990, the department was 
reaccredited for the next seven years. 

By 1977, a Bachelor of Fine Arts was adopted by the Faculty and quickly 
became the most popular degree offered by the Art department. Students could 
still take art courses as electives in other programs. 

Ira Taylor, head of the Art Department, designed a new University seal 
in 1978 consisting of an outer circle imprinted with Hardin-Simmons University: 
Abilene, Texas; and the founding date, 1891. An inner circle consists of an 
open Bible with a torch in the center and a cross lying across the Bible and 
torch. Since 1982, the department has held a juried and judged student art 
competition. This competition, using judges from all over the nation, has been 
popular with students since their work is evaluated by a person outside the 
University. For several years prior to that time and continuing to the present, 
every senior has been required to submit a public exhibition of work. Since 
the senior exhibit is not required in all art schools, this has been beneficial 
to those who choose to pursue a graduate degree. In 1986, the addition of 
an advertising art concentration rounded out the art curriculum. 

Professor Bob Howell, a specialist in ceramics, joined the department 
in 1980. Howell uses clay to get the viewer's attention, often in a humorous 
way but with a seriousness of purpose under the superficial impression: 

It is important to me to try to promote awareness through my art, 
whether making one aware of world events, or merely the person next 
door. I feel that this sensitivity to others may in some way promote 
better relationships.43 

Howell was recognized with a Cullen Research and Creativity Award in 1983. 
Linda D. Fawcett joined one year later as professor of painting and 

drawing. Rather than straight-forward representational art, Fawcett prefers 
ambiguity and paradox, using as her subjects themes from myths, folklore, 
and pyschology. Fawcett is also a Cullen Professor. 

All students earning the BFA degree who have chosen to attend another 
school for graduate work have been accepted for the advanced work.44 The 
strength of the art program has been validated by graduates who have gone 
on to become professors of art, art curators at various museums, and pro- 
fessional artists.45 
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Many exhibits have been held in the attractive gallery in the Frost Center, 
but its full potential as a bridge between the University and community has 
still to be realized, awaiting additional operating funds. Courses presently 
being taught in the art department include drawing, design, painting, ceramics, 
printmaking, sculpture, fundamentals of photography, advertising art, public 
school art, introduction to the visual arts, and art history survey courses. 

The School of Business proposed during the centennial year the offer 
of four scholarships, one to each high school in Abilene, to seniors who chose 
to enter the business program in 1990. At $500 per semester, a student could 
earn $4,000 by maintaining a cumulative GPA of 3.20. A new Center for 
Economic Education was initiated in 1989 under Busines School Dean Ronald 
W. Presley, who came to HSU in 1988. The aim is to offer courses and seminars 
primarily to elementary and secondary school teachers to give a basic un- 
derstanding of economic principles and concepts so that the teachers might, 
in turn, teach their students. The Center, one of thirteen in Texas, works 
in conjunction with the Texas Council on Economic Education at the state 
level and with the Joint Council on Economic Education at the national level. 

Currently, 25 to 30 percent of the entire student population are declared 
business majors. Up until the eighties, experience in business life was often 
considered of most importance for teaching in the Business Division of most 
schools. In the last decade, terminal degrees have become more significant. 
By 1990, over 75 percent of the School of Business faculty held earned 
doctorates. 

One of the highlights in the Science Department during the eighties was 
the 29th annual Conference for the Advancement of Science Teaching (the 
annual meeting of the Science Teachers Association of Texas) which was held 
on the campus in October of 1982. Dr. Charles D. Robinson, Head of the 
Department of Mathematics and Director of Institutional Research, served as 
General Chairman.46 More than eight hundred science teachers registered for 
the conference. Noted scientists from across the nation including six HSU 
professors presented major papers. 

In 1980, the name of the Law Enforcement major was changed to Police 
Science and Administration, and a new major in Probation and Parole was 
added to the Bachelor of Behavioral Science degree.47 By 1986, the law en- 
forcement program was led by Alan Stafford, Ed.D. from the University of 
Southern Mississippi. He was selected in 1989 to received a Sears-Roebuck 
Foundation "Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership Award." His se- 
lection garnered a $1,000 award for him and a grant to HSU of $1,500. 
According to Academic Vice-President Ronald A. Smith, "The impressive 
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growth in the size and stature of HSU's criminal justice program is considered 
to be the direct result of his outstanding classroom teaching, innovative course 
development, and effectiveness as a role model."48 Stafford is past president 
of The Society for Police and Criminal Psychology and is often invited to 
participate in national forums relating to criminal justice. By 1990, there were 
over sixty majors, and the program was growing. The major emphasis on 
the war on crime and the war on drugs has created many jobs; there are more 
inquiries from agencies about graduates than HSU has students to fill the 
positions. 

Legal Studies is a new program which began with twenty-four students 
in 1988. Those pursuing legal studies may follow a "professional" track before 
going into law, judicial administration, paralegal work, or other directly- 
related professions. The second track is a broader, liberal arts understanding 
of the law and includes more political science, criminal justice, and business 
courses. Graduates can go on to teach, serve as public administrators in 
government, and pursue international business, foreign service, and many 
other positions which require this background. A Legal Studies Minor is now 
offered by the Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice.49 

In 1983, Dr. Joe W. Darnall, Head of the Department of Psychology, 
hired J. Paul Sorrels, Ph.D. in 1978 from Texas Woman's University, from 
Wayland Baptist University. Sorrels also did post-doctoral study in Advanced 
Statistical Analysis and the Use of Microcomputers in Psychology through 
a Carnegie-Mellon Fellowship at Rice University in Houston.50 In 1985, Sorrels 
began to offer a master's degree in Family Ministry, a sixty semester hour 
program, designed to meet the academic requirements for Clinical Member- 
ship in the American Association for Marital and Family Therapy and to give 
training in Religion/Theology. The aim was to prepare persons to work with 
local churches and church-related services to families. Training in skills dealing 
with marital and family problems, prevention of problems, and growth and 
enrichment in marriage along with a base in Theology and Bible knowledge 
are given in this program. 

Sorrels also is director of the Family Psychology Center housed in 
Cowden-Paxton Hall. He began the Center to help the children of divorced 
parents. Over a very few years, it has expanded both in faculty and in services. 
The center serves several hundred families each year through its programs. 
The latest offering in the Department of Psychology is a Master of Arts degree 
in Family Psychology begun in the late eighties. Graduates of the programs 
are now working in over seven states in a variety of clinical and church settings. 

In 1986, a major in Philosophy began to be offered through a consortium 
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arrangement with McMurry College. Dr. Joseph Stamey of McMurry and Dr. 
Jack Weir of HSU teach the major subjects. 

Dr. Merlin Morrow was named Head of the Department of Physical 
Education and Recreation in 1981 because of his expertise in the area of 
recreation. He came to HSU from Howard Payne University, where he held 
the same position. Morrow received the Ed.D. in 1972 from Baylor University 
after having taught and coached in Belton and Waco Public schools from 
1958 to 1971 and having served as a graduate teaching fellow at Baylor. During 
the ten years he has directed the department, the number of faculty holding 
the Ph.D. degree has risen from one to six. 

Dr. Morrow spent the summer of 1980 in Greece and was invited to 
the International Olympic Academy in Olympia and to the Lighting Ceremo- 
nies for the Olympics to be held in Moscow. In 1984, he was one of one 
hundred people invited to a pre-Olympic symposium in Los Angeles. 

Dr. Morrow was responsible for initiating a "pure" recreation degree, 
separate from other physical education degrees. Graduates of this degree are 
equipped to work for churches (See page 145 of the 1990-91 Catalogue for 
description of Church Recreation) and communities as recreation directors 
for the YMCA and YWCA associations, for Scouting groups, and in many 
areas of camp work. The Physical Education Department offers, also, a Trainer's 
Certification Program for students wishing a career related to Sports Medicine. 
The program titled Exercise Science is more science oriented and leads again 
to corporate fitness programs, Sports Medicine, or training in Physical Therapy. 
Those who major in Exercise Science study kinesiology—the physiology of 
human movement, the proper methods of testing and measurement for all 
kinds of human performance, performance rehabilitations, and the teaching 
of sports for the handicapped. 

The study of preventive medicine, including the Fitness Lab, is under 
the direction of Dr. Tony Grice, Ed.D in Physical Education from Northwestern 
State University of Louisiana in 1980, who came to direct the program in 
1983. In 1987, he went with the United States Badminton team on tour to 
China. In the summer of 1989, Grice was named physiologist and one of 
the national coaches for the United States Olympic Badminton Team which 
was participating in the Sports Festival in Oklahoma City.51 Grice is one of 
only eight Level III coaches in the country. He was ranked number one in 
Senior Men's singles in the Southern United States in 1989 and number five 
nationally. He serves as a member of the National Board of Directors of the 
United States Badminton Association and as National Team Exercise Physi- 
ologist. He wrote the fourth edition of Badminton, published by the American 
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Press in 1990. Previously, he had co-authored editions of books titled Tennis 
and Racquetball. The level of competence in his chosen field makes Grice 
an interesting and valuable addition to the faculty. 

Dr. Ronald L. Rainwater, Ed.D. from Texas A & M University in 1985, 
has been teaching at HSU in the Physical Education Department since that 
year. After only three years at HSU, he was chosen by the student body as 
Professor of the Year. His peers also awarded him Cullen Teaching Award. 
Sponsor of the University chapter of Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Rain- 
water is an active church and community worker. In 1988, he traveled to 
the Seoul Olympic Congress to give research data on designing sports programs 
at a conference on "New Horizons of Human Movement." In 1989-90, he 
served on the United States Congressional Educational Advisory Committee. 

ABILENE INTERCOLLEGIATE SCHOOL OF NURSING 

The establishment of the first school of nursing at West Texas Baptist 
Sanitarium, which later became Hendrick Hospital, allowed young women 
who wished to pursue the career of nursing to enroll beginning in 1924. The 
first two students graduated in 1927. To become a Registered Nurse, a State 
Board Examination was mandatory. All training took place at Hendrick until 
1931 when the Simmons University Board of Trustees made an agreement 
with the hospital that nursing students would take classes at the University 
and then finish their clinical training at the hospital. Courses included 
Psychology, Sociology, Chemistry, Anatomy, and Physiology offered at a flat 
rate of $10 per course; Chemistry, for instance, had a tuition of $10, a 
laboratory fee of $4, and a laboratory deposit of $2 in 1931.52 

Ruth Scarbrough was affiliated with Hendrick from 1943 to 1981, first 
as a student and, eventually, as head nurse. She then taught at the school 
of nursing and was eventually Director of Nursing Education from 1966-69 
and from 1975-81. Her opinion was that in the early years the profession 
was considered to be "woman's work, a bedside profession which did not 
require many mental skills." Nursing has always required a great many 
divergent skills. Physicians with various areas of specialization gave lectures 
to student nurses from the very beginning of the program.53 

Hardin-Simmons faculty became more involved with the program be- 
ginning in 1945. Beginning in 1945, Professor Lena Ford taught classes in 
Psychology to each entering class for over twenty years. Ford also administered 
the pre-tests which were an important element for acceptance into the R.N. 
program. From 1965 until the closing of the R. N. program in 1981, one 
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year of successfully completed college work was required before gaining 
admittance to the School of Nursing. Hardin-Simmons provided a thirty-hour 
schedule which satisfied this prerequisite. An average of eighteen to twenty 
students enrolled in the nursing program each year. Across the nation all 
nursing graduates took the same examination but did not have reciprocity 
from state to state until the early 1970s. 

The names of the nursing school followed the hospital's name until 1971, 
when it was re-named the Mary Meek School of Nursing following a gift 
from Abilene philanthropists Malcolm and Mary Meek. Plans for a four-year 
academic nursing program were announced February 1, 1979, in a joint 
statement issued by Hardin-Simmons University, McMurry College, Abilene 
Christian University and Hendrick Medical Center. After the decision was 
made to form the consortium, the hospital began to phase out its school. 
Dr. Elaine Forrest, Ph.D. University of Texas, was appointed as the first dean 
to begin program development in collaboration with Ms. Scarbrough. All of 
the teaching equipment from the hospital school was designated for use by 
the Abilene Independent School of Nursing. Injanuary, 1980, HSU was named 
the co-ordinating institution for the School of Nursing with Dr. Jesse Fletcher 
as the first president of its Board of Trustees. Students began their first two 
years of lower division work in 1979 in any of the three universities. 

In 1981, the Abilene Intercollegiate School of Nursing replaced the 
Hendrick Mary Meek School for the training of nurses. Prior to 1981 there 
was no baccalaureate nursing education available in the Abilene area. In March, 
1981, the school was accredited by the Board of Nurse Examiners for the 
State of Texas. Six students from Hardin-Simmons graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing with the first graduating class in 1983. Due to the 
increased demand and resulting shortage of nurses, the community requested 
an associate nursing program. In 1985, an Associate of Science in Nursing 
Degree was implemented by AISN. Its first graduates received their associate 
degrees in 1987. 

In June, 1987, Dr. Corine Bonnet, Ph.D. from the University of Texas, 
became dean of AISN to replace Dr. Forrest, who had resigned to take a position 
in Houston. Dr. Bonnet came from Midwestern State University in Wichita 
Falls, where she had been associate professor and co-ordinator of the BSN 
program. Funds from the Mary Meek School, a $30,000 grant from the 
Richardson Foundation and a $10,000 grant from Humana Hospital Cor- 
poration provided the financial base for the school to begin operation. Parker 
Hall, located at 1242 North 21st street and formerly used by the hospital 
school of nursing, was leased by the consortium and converted into classrooms 
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and administrative offices. 
In December, 1987, Abilene Reporter-News publisher, A. B. "Stormy" 

Shelton issued a $ 1 million challenge grant to initiate the "Touch of Life" 
Campaign to raise $6 million which would permanently endow the consortium's 
school of nursing. Half of this goal has been reached with two years yet 
remaining on the campaign agenda. As the number of applicants for nursing 
grew, classroom space in Parker Hall became inadequate to accommodate 
the growing numbers of students. A grant of $340,000 waS received in 
November, 1989, from the Meadows Foundation of Dallas. This, along with 
$283,000 from the Parker Estate, provided funds for a new building which 
will be joined with the existing Parker Hall. Construction began in July, 1990, 
with completion scheduled for the spring of 1991. Fifty-five to sixty students 
enrolled in the AISN program for the first few years, taking one of two routes: 
Associate Degree, or Bachelor of Science in Nursing. The number of students 
enrolled has doubled to about one hundred. The AISN has its own quarterly 
news review and a nursing alumni association. Several endowed loan funds 
and scholarship programs are available to nursing students. 

In the last few years, the profession of nursing has taken on a career 
image, and the variety of positions has increased. Five percent of the nursing 
population of the United States command salaries of $100,000 or more when 
they have attained Master's degrees and doctorates leading to various admin- 
istrative positions. More and more men are entering the profession. In Abilene, 
Humana and Hendrick hospitals, the West Texas Rehabilitation Center which 
serves many counties, and public health services of all kinds are served by 
graduates of the Abilene Intercollegiate School of Nursing.54 

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON LABORATORIES 

In 1981, Fairleigh Dickinson, Jr., constructed a modern, red brick 
building of 10,000 square feet on rented University property on Ambler Street, 
across from the main campus.55 The laboratories were equipped with micro- 
biology and chemistry equipment, instrumentation, and necessary apparatus 
in a modern laboratory with adjacent offices for six staff members led by chief 
scientist John H. Brewer. Eventually a staff of fourteen scientists worked there. 
The laboratories served as a place for part-time and full-time employment 
for students of HSU and as a potential source of employment for graduates. 

In the early 1980s, an ambitious project was begun in immunodiagnostic 
testing. The scientists completed tests for ten different allergies which could 
be discovered through one blood sample from a patient. Successful tests to 
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detect the herpes simplex virus and the Brewer Gel for anaerobes were 
developed. The Center had a total of eight patents issued and several more 
pending. Brewer oversaw these programs in medical and industrial micro- 
biological research. He retired from this work in 1984 and moved with his 
wife, Evelyn, to reside on Gibson Island, Maryland. 

Brewer was assisted by Terry Foster, who received his Ph.D. from Texas 
A & M University in 1973. He was a member of the HSU faculty from 1967- 
1978 and was Research Professor in the Science Research Center from 1978- 
1989. He taught microbiology and invertebrate zoology. He worked with Dr. 
Brewer on research to aid the Viking spacecraft missions to Mars. Foster 
continued under Brewer and moved to the Fairleigh Dickinson facilities, where 
he became chief of the Microbiology and Immunnology Division until he left 
in 1989. Additional grants have been procured and much research in applied 
areas has been carried out in this laboratory, all of which have benefited HSU. 

Jeannette W. King, Chief of the Energy Microbiology Division from 1982 
through 1990, has worked with the bioremediation of wastes and wastewaters 
from synthetic fuel processes and microbial enhanced oil recovery (MEOR). 

Algernon G. Swan, Ph.D., former director of The Becton Dickinson 
Research Center (Lincoln Park, New Jersey), came to Abilene in 1981 to 
become vice-president and general manager. Dr. Swan, among other business 
responsibilities, became CEO of Fairleigh Dickinson Laboratory when Brewer 
resigned in 1984.56 By 1986, the laboratory researchers were developing rapid 
diagnostic tests for genital herpes, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and the major 
secondary infections that kill most AIDS patients. The company had an 
additional seven tests being prepared for the market. In the spring of 1990, 
Mr. Fairleigh Dickinson sold Fairleigh Dickinson Laboratories, Inc. to V-Tech, 
Inc. Laboratories, and Dr. Swan was made Director of the Sonodyne Group 
in Morisville, North Carolina. 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

Following the institutional self-study in 1974, the Trustees and the 
University Administration decided to reaffirm its commitment to sound 
graduate-level studies. As a part of this commitment, a number of budgeted 
Graduate Assistantships and Tuition Grants were established. These enabled 
graduate advisors and the Graduate Dean to make awards on an annual basis. 
More money was made available for the professional development activities 
of graduate faculty members and for library acquisitions in the various fields 
in which graduate study is offered. During the period between 1968 and 1980, 
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three new major fields were introduced at the Master's level. A major in 
Marketing was added to the Master of Business Administration degree. Reading 
Specialist Education was added as an area of professional concentration on 
the Master of Education degree. During the same time frame, Elementary 
Education and Secondary Education have been'deleted as areas of major 
concentration on the Master of Arts degree, and the primary concentration 
in Economics and Finance was reduced to a concentration solely in Finance 
on the Master of Business Administration degree. A new major in Religion 
under the Master of Arts degree was approved in 1980 for implementation 
in 1981-82.57 

At the present time the Graduate Faculty is responsible for establishing 
the over-all standards for the Graduate School. The Dean of the Graduate 
School along with the Graduate Council is responsible for administering and 
interpreting those standards. Within these guidelines the degree requirements 
vary from major to major. All degree programs require the graduate student 
to maintain a graduate grade point average of 3.0 to be admitted to candidacy 
after completion of a specified number of hours and to pass a final compre- 
hensive examination.58 Up to and including December, 1990, graduate students 
can complete a Master of Arts degree a Master of Business Administration 
degree, a Master of Education degree, and a Master of Music degree. 

Students from Abilene and area must still commute at least 150 miles 
to pursue a doctoral program, and some do that. Perhaps in the future, the 
earning of a Ph.D. degree will be possible from one of the three city institutions 
or a consortium developed for that purpose. 



Fourteen 
Celebrating Centennial 

1 resident Fletcher was keenly interested 
in the athletic program of the University during his tenure. He recognized 
early in his administration that an athletic conference was of major importance 
to the NCAA Division 1 athletic program of HSU and schools in similar 
situations. Fletcher took the lead in forming a multi-state conference. The 
first annual meeting of the Trans America Athletic Conference was held in 
Monroe, Louisiana, October 11, 1978, at which time Jesse C. Fletcher was 
elected president of TAAC. He received word by the end of the month that 
the conference had been approved as a voting member in the NCAA Division 
I. By 1988, the University Athletic Conference reported the following: 

With the Trans America Athletic Conference came the opportunity 
for HSU athletic teams to compete for conference titles in basketball, 
tennis, golf, baseball, rifle, and soccer. The athletes also had the 
opportunity to vie for all-conference recognition. 

The Cowboys have won several division and conference crowns in 
the TAAC, including two TAAC championships and three western 
division crowns in men's soccer and three western championships and 
one TAAC title in baseball. HSU also dominated the conference in 
men's volleyball, winning conference titles two of the three years the 
TAAC offered volleyball as a varsity sport. 

One of only 29 conferences in the country with an automatic bid 
to the NCAA Division I basketball tournament, the TAAC continues 
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to grow. The University of Texas-San Antonio and Stetson University 
joined the league prior to the 1985-86 season and became eligible 
for TAAC championships in 1987. The addition of these schools 
enhances the TAAC's reputation as a major conference. 

Great strides have also been made in the women's program, especially 
in women's soccer, where the Cowgirls have become a national power 
in just four years of existence.1 

The Sports Hall of Fame was begun in 1979 to honor outstanding athletes 
who have distinguished themselves in the annals of HSU athletic history. 

In 1984, Dr. Fletcher had asked a committee under the leadership of 
Faculty Athletic Committee chairman, Dr. Ed Hughes, to study a possible 
non-scholarship football program. When the recommendation urged that 
scholarship football should begin when funds were available, it was dropped. 
In the fall of 1989, Dr. Fletcher asked Athletic Director Dr. Merlin Morrow 
to work with a special committee including members of the Board of Trustees, 
who were studying the financial picture of the school. They asked Morrow 
what it would cost to bring football and women's basketball back into the 
athletic program at non-scholarship level. Secondly, what was the feasibility 
of moving all athletics to non-scholarship level? The escalating cost of athletics 
coupled with the need to attract more students to the campus precipitated 
these questions. If the number of students involved in intercollegiate athletics 
could be doubled for approximately the same cost, both problems would 
disappear. 

The final recommendation included bringing back football and women's 
basketball programs, making these sports and most other sports non-schol- 
arship, and keeping baseball at the Division I (NCAA) level while moving 
to a full complement of scholarships, under NCAA rules, within three years 
of this decision. A substantial academic scholarship package available to all 
students with high SAT and ACT scores provided incentive for many scholar- 
athletes to attend HSU as it began its new program. All athletic scholarships 
which were in place at the time were honored at the same amount until the 
athletes completed their eligibility or schooling. Texas Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association sponsored non-scholarship programs which included both men's 
and women's sports. Dr. Donald Newberry, President of Howard Payne 
University, was president of TIAA and recommended HSU to the league for 
full membership on the school's request in the late fall of 1989. The school 
was voted into the TIAA conference on November 21, 1989, and Jimmie 
Keeling of Tyler, Texas, a man with thirty-five years of coaching experience, 
was hired as the Head Football Coach. Heavy recruitment resulted in 119 
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football players enrolling for the 1990 fall season. 
Austin College came to play against the Cowboys at Shotwell Stadium 

(Parramore Field was still being readied and bleachers were needed), and 
although Austin College won the game 38-19, Danny Esqueda broke three 
school records including a state record and a national record for kickoff 
returns.2 Before this first season was over, HSU had won three games, signaling 
that its program was to be competitive. The T1AA conference included Tarleton 
State University, Howard-Payne University, McMurry University, Sul Ross 
University, Hardin-Simmons University, Midwestern State University, and The 
University of Dallas. 

John J. Hunter has been the chief supporter of the Baseball program for 
many years. Two of his sons-in-law played baseball at HSU. Over the years 
Hunter has contributed funds and helped make the baseball field second only 
to the field at the University of Texas. In 1984, the Salta Pipe Company owned 
by Hunter built new bleachers and erected a new and superior lighting system. 
The school administration recommended the facilities be named the John J. 
Hunter Baseball Field, a name which the Trustees approved. 

Larry Martindale was a member of the baseball pitching staff from 1977- 
79. He joined the coaching staff in 1980 and was named head coach in 1981. 
At that time, Martindale was the youngest Division I head coach in the nation. 
He guided HSU to Trans America Athletic Conference Western Division titles 
in 1981 and 1982. In 1982, his team won the conference tournament and 
entered the NCAA playoffs, a "first" for HSU. Martindale was honored by 
fellow TAAC coaches by being named the conference Coach of the Year.3 

Steve Arias was selected an NAIA All-American shortstop during this 
period, and other strong players who made the All-Tournament team were 
Shane Gravens, John Bradshaw, and Rich Klemke.4 The baseball team won 
the TAAC Western Division in both 1985 and 1986. 

The men's tennis teams began winning in 1976 and have continued to 
show good representation to the present. In 1979, the tennis team placed 
third in the TAAC Tournament, and took second place in the Midwestern 
State University Invitational Tournament. The team took one first and two 
second place wins in the annual HSU Tournament of 1978 and 1979. In 1983, 
they placed first in NAIA District 8, and were NAIA National Champions. 
The next year they brought home a second place trophy from Laredo, where 
they competed in the Border Olympics. The team placed in NAIA in 1985 
and 1986, won first place in the Border Olympics in 1988, and were first 
place winners in NAIA District 8 in 1989. In 1979, the women's tennis team 
placed second in the Midwestern State University Invitational Tournament 
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and won the Wildcat Invitational meet. In 1983, they were the champions 
in the same tourney, but the highlight of that year was placing first in the 
Border Olympics, as did the men's team. The women were champions in 
Laredo again in 1988, and the same year they placed second in the NAIA 
District Tournament. They maintain strong entries to the present. 

HSU experienced the best women's volleyball year ever in 1978, having 
a 25-17 season. The team participated in the TAIA for Women, and placed 
fourth, and advanced to the regional tournament. Kim Vinson came to HSU 
on a volleyball scholarship and was part of this strong team, winning several 
awards during her college years. Basketball for women was dropped in 1978 
but volleyball continued and the team had a 21-19 season. They won a 
tournament at Tarleton State University in 1979-80 and finished third at St. 
Mary's in San Antonio. 

Vinson became the assistant coach in 1982-83 while completing her 
student teaching. The team had a 23-10 season and went to the NAIA 
tournaments, where they finished fifth. In 1983-84, the team participated 
in a new Oil County Athletic Conference for women's sports. They played 
such teams as Oral Roberts University, University of Texas at San Antonio, 
University of Texas at El Paso, and three other schools. They won the NAIA 
district tournament in 1984-85 under Coach Vinson and won the Division 
I conference tournament as well as finishing fourth in the Oil County Athletic 
Conference tournament. Ann Lyn McElroy and Shelley Heath were voted the 
Most Outstanding Players. 

In 1986-87, the women's volleyball team had a 20-18 record and Karen 
Peck won the Most Valuable Player award. Coach Vinson and the team were 
involved in a bad highway accident returning from San Antonio, and Vinson 
sustained serious injuries. Vinson's final year of coaching was in 1987-88, 
and the team finished with a 23-16 record. As of 1989, Karen Peck had been 
selected to the NAIA All-District Volleyball team three years in a row. Peck, 
a senior from Garber, Oklahoma, was also named the Most Valuable Player 
for HSU and was nominated for the Honda Inspirational Award, given by 
NCAA and Honda. Jennifer Smith was another player selected to the NAIA 
All-District team for 1988 and again for 1989. 

In 1983, the Women's Basketball team joined five other universities in 
forming a new NCAA Division I athletic conference.5 The 1984-85 team had 
a 4-24 record and the program was dropped at the end of the year. Five years 
later, however, Women's Basketball has returned to the campus as a non- 
scholarship sport. 

In 1984, the men's volleyball team won the first TAAC Championship 
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and repeated as champions in 1985. Cliff McAtee and Ricky Wade were chosen 
Co-Most Valuable Players, and Kenny Bruggemann and Stan Parks were 
selected all-tournament players. They had a 20-3 record, and Stan Parks was 
voted Most Valuable Player. Men's Volleyball had a 14-9 record and finished 
second in 1986. They played in the NCAA playoffs at Ohio State, but did 
not advance. Men's Volleyball was stopped at the end of the season from NCAA 
competition as the NCAA's Division 1 required only six sports instead of the 
previous eight. 

Women's soccer began in 1985. For the first time, the Women's Soccer 
team of 1987 was one of the final four teams in the NALA, and the team 
placed second in the entire nation in 1988. The team had three members 
who were selected to the All-America Squad for the NA1A First Team: Peggy 
Sifford, who was selected twice; Christy Ferguson; and Tonya Hyman.6 HSU 
hosted the 1988 NALA National Tournament on campus. 

Men's soccer began as a club team at HSU in 1975. In the fall of 1977, 
HSU joined the Texas Collegiate Soccer League, and in 1978, the team finished 
second in TCSL Division II. In the fall of 1979, they won the TCSL cham- 
pionship and the TAAC Tournament for the first time. In the fall of 1980, 
the men's team ranked sixth in the Midwest Region and won the TAAC 
championship again. In the 1984-85 season, Charles Okoye, Lin Powell, and 
Owen Chong were named to the All-TAAC team. Okoye, Powell, and Billy 
Griffiths were included in Soccer America as players with the potential to 
play professional soccer.7 In 1986, the men's soccer team won the TAAC 
Western Division Championship. Stan Levrets, who had been named MVP 
of the HSU men's soccer team in 1978, was hired as head coach in 1990. 

The golf teams during this administration placed among the top three 
teams in many intercollegiate and invitational tournaments. In 1981, they 
were the champions of the Bentwood Country Club Collegiate Invitational 
Tournament. In 1989, the team won first place in the Mary Hardin-Baylor 
Intercollegiate Tournament and placed second the following year. In the fall 
of 1990, the Cowboys won the Sugartree Collegiate Invitational Tournament 
by defeating thirteen Division I and Division II schools. The team lost first 
place by only one stroke in the Trans America Athletic Conference Tournament 
of 1990. Two All-Conference players were named: Drew Pounds and Scott 
Harris. Scott Harris was also named a 1990 NCAA Division I Academic Ail- 
American, one of only thirty-one in the nation.8 

The decision to move all sports except baseball to a non-scholarship 
program forced the dropping of riflery and cross-country running. Riflery 
had begun in 1982, and was very competitive with HSU's ROTC base.9 The 
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main reason for this decision was the realization that 50 to 75 percent more 
students could be involved in intercollegiate athletics for the same amount 
of money being spent already. Over Fletcher's tenure, more sports had been 
required by the NCAA to remain in Division I, and travel costs had escalated. 
Scholarship commitments for existing students were honored but the focus 
was on recruiting students who simply wanted to play intercollegiate sports 
as part of their collegiate experience. 

BUILDINGS 

In the Spring of 1975, the J. E. and L. E. Mabee Foundation of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma made a challenge grant of $1,000,000 for a new Athletic Complex 
to be built on the site of the old Rose Field House. J. E. Mabee and Lottie 
E. Boren who established the Foundation were born in Missouri. Because 
of circumstances during their growing up years, they had almost no formal 
education. They married in 1900 and moved to Oklahoma seven years later. 
The couple had no children. "Their material successes resulted from hard 
and constant labor and a faith and belief that such labor would bear its 
reward."10 

In 1948, the Mabees established this foundation and dedicated it to aiding 
Christian charitable education, health research, and hospital organizations. 
Upon their deaths in the early sixties, the bulk of their estates was left to 
the foundation. There are many buildings throughout the southwestern United 
States which bear the Mabee name. 

The gift from the Mabee Foundation was to be consummated if the 
University could raise a matching amount of $ 1,350,000. The total was pledged 
by July 1, 1975. Tittle, Luther, and Loving Architectural firm designed the 
53,500 square foot facility which includes a 2,700 seat basketball arena, 
classrooms, offices, racquet ball courts, a workout area which houses Nautilus 
equipment, a human performance laboratory, and the Athletic Hall of Fame.11 

It took another four years to obtain enough funding to complete the complex 
at a cost of over $2,500,000 plus furnishings. Well-known aerobics specialist 
Dr. Kenneth Cooper of Dallas was the featured speaker at the September 1979 
dedication. 

The campus "Corner Bookstore" is located in the building that formerly 
housed the Atkinson Drug Company and was dedicated in 1978. "The Corner" 
was a drug store owned and operated by the late druggist, J. D. "Doc" Atkinson. 
The store began to be operated by a corporation called Follett College Stores 
in the late eighties, but continues to serve the campus. The floorspace of about 
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7,000 square feet was formed from three different buildings remodeled at 
a cost of $215,000. 

A new observatory on campus was designed and built under the super- 
vision of Don Bridges, Director of Physical Properties, in 1982. Funds for 
the telescope, building, and dome were part of a science equipment grant 
from the Sid Richardson Foundation of Fort Worth. For optimum perfor- 
mance, the observatory should have been located outside the city of Abilene 
where light pollution would have been minimal. This would have been 
inconvenient for student use, hence the location in front of Sid Richardson 
Science Building. 

The telescope is a Celestron 14" Cassegrainian, one of the finest small 
telescopes made. It has the necessary accessories for astrophotography. Objects 
which may typically be viewed include Sun (sunspots), Moon (craters, rilles, 
scarps), stars (red giants, star clusters), galaxies (Andromeda), planets (Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn), and many nebulae. Classes in astronomy led by 
Dr. Bill Helms and Dr. John Peslak, winner of the Cullen Teaching Award 
in 1987, and classes in physical science and science education all use the 
facility. At least fifteen hundred individual students have made observation 
through the telescope since it was built. The Summer Threshold Program 
also uses the observatory, and local school groups are regularly allowed access 
to the facility.16 

In September of 1986, funds came to HSU from the estate of Jack Frost 
and his wife, Adele. Their gifts totaled over six million dollars in value and 
the cash gift of $2,051,000, given a few years earlier, was the largest cash 
gift ever given to HSU to that time. Part of the sum was used to construct 
a new Art Center, and much of the rest eventually ended up in the endowment 
fund. "Jack" Frost was a geologist, independent oil producer, and cattleman 
who had graduated from Simmons College in 1919. Frost was a member of 
the Board of Development, and was an active friend and supporter until his 
death in 1970. Adele Frost was a friend and patron of the arts in San Antonio. 
She died in 1986. Their gift made a crucial contribution at a time when West 
Texas was in recession and many people who would like to have supported 
the school were unable to do so. By action of the Board of Trustees on April 
19, 1984, the facility was named in their honor,12 and opened in September 
of 1984. 

The J. E. and L. E. Mabee Foundation also provided a $750,000 challenge 
grant for this building. Tittle, Luther and Loving Architects designed the 
building with advice from Professor Ira Taylor, who had definite ideas about 
creating an academically sound art program and an informal climate for 
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students and faculty where creative ideas could be exchanged freely. 
The Jack and Adele Frost Center for the Visual Arts was built by Mike 

Klein General Contractors of Lubbock, Texas. It has 25,000 square feet and 
contains the facilities and equipment for sculpturing, commercial design, 
painting, printmaking, photography, and art education. An attractive, tiered 
classroom has video capabilities, as does a seminar room. Six private studios 
are available to those who have particular projects which require privacy. 
To the left of the main entrance is a gallery area equipped with special lighting 
to enchance the art shows; a senior art show is required for all fine arts majors, 
an annual student art sale is held every Christmas, and faculty shows are among 
the regular exhibits. The work court is a patio enclosure housing kilns designed 
and built by Professor Bob Ho well. 

As early as the late sixties, the administration conceived of a separate 
building including a chapel, offices, and classrooms for the Division of Religion. 
The family of Judge Otis Deall Kent owned the property bordered by Ambler 
and Pine Streets. Judge Kent and his mother had promised they would donate 
the land eventually to the University, so the school paid the annual taxes 
on the land for many years. HSU's Dr. W. O. Beazley realized the importance 
of this particular property for the future of the school and feared that the 
property might be sold for commercial use. Beazley made thirteen trips to 
Judge Kent's home in Rockport, Maryland, to negotiate a settlement. In 1962, 
Kent gave to the University sixty feet out of Lot 10, Lot 4, North Park Addition, 
and in 1964 he gave the remainder of Lot 10 and Lots 9 and ll.13 

The 27,200 square foot Logsdon School of Theology was designed by 
Tittle, Luther, and Loving Architects under the supervision of Dr. H. K. Neely, 
Dean of the School of Theology, and built in 1988. The building was named 
for Charles and Koreen (Willcox) Logsdon of Abilene, former students, 
longtime friends, and benefactors of the school. Mr. Logsdon graduated in 
1928 and Koreen in 1932. Charles Logsdon served as a trustee for fifteen 
years and won the Keeter Award in 1972. He was serving on the Board's 
Executive Committee when he died in October, 1981. In fulfillment of her 
late husband's wishes, and as an expression of her love for the school, Koreen 
Logsdon promised the largest gift in HSU history to that date.14 Six years 
later, Koreen married vice president emeritus and longtime friend of the 
Logsdons, Lee Hemphill. Dr. Fletcher performed the ceremony in the newly 
completed Logsdon Chapel. 

The chapel has seating for 350. The magnificent, multi-hued 30 X 41 
foot stained glass window incorporates a dove, a cross, and an open Bible. 
In addition to offices for the Theology faculty, the complex also includes six 
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classrooms, a seminar room, a conference room, library, a faculty lounge, 
and a recording studio where future pastors are able to view videotapes of 
their preaching efforts. Rose & Sons, Inc. completed the building in 1988. 

A pipe organ is to be installed in 1991. The $300,000 instrument, built 
by the Houston firm Visser-Roland Associates, Inc., will be located in the 
rear gallery. Katherine Grace (Logsdon) White, who earned a teacher's diploma 
in piano in 1929 from Simmons University, provided funds to purchase this 
instrument. Mrs. White, sister to Charles Logsdon, has served on the HSU 
Academic Foundation and is a member of the University's Founder's Society.15 

In the summer of 1987, a million dollar challenge grant was issued from 
the Mabee Foundation. To receive this grant, the University had to raise $3.5 
million within six months to build a new facility for the School of Business. 

The main contribution was made by Rupert Harris Johnson, who pledged 
$2.25 million. Johnson had attended Simmons College at age fifteen but left 
his studies to serve in World War I. While he was in Europe, he received 
an appointment to West Point Academy where he graduated in 1921. The 
following year, Johnson earned a B.A. from Simmons College. Five of his 
siblings also considered Simmons their alma mater. 

Johnson had supported the University with financial gifts, beginning 
during the late Dr. Sandefer's administration. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson lived 
in New York City where he was a Wall Street broker and successful financier. 
His gift for the building was given in memory of his parents, Albert W. and 
Mary E. Johnson of Jones County and it was named in their honor. 

Over one hundred other friends and alumni contributed to build this 
beautiful addition to the campus. Rupert Johnson and many of the Johnson 
family were present for the groundbreaking ceremony in 1989, but Johnson 
died later that year before the School of Business building was opened in 
October of 1990. 

The 41,000 square foot, three-story brick structure was designed by Tittle, 
Luther, and Loving architects. The plans purposely incorporated the huge 
white columns at the entrances and the double staircase which were reminiscent 
of Mary Frances Hall. The first floor houses two completely outfitted computer 
laboratories, the dean's office, and a large multi-purpose room seating up to 
350 people. On the second floor there are four seminar rooms and ten 
classrooms, and faculty offices are.on the third floor.17 

On September 21, 1990, the members of the Trustees and Board of 
Development of Hardin-Simmons University dedicated the new Jake Sandefer 
Athletic Field House, which includes sections for both the football and baseball 
teams. The building honors the son of the late President Sandefer, J. D. "Jake" 
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Sandefer II, who died in 1975. "Jake" was a four-sport letterman at Simmons 
College and a lifelong supporter of the school and its sports teams. His son, 
J. D. "Jakie" Sandefer of Houston gave the largest gift for the $550,000 
fieldhouse. Other major gifts were added by Mr. and Mrs. A. B. "Stormy" 
Shelton and Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Taylor, all of Abilene. Shelton, publisher of 
the Abilene Reporter-News, is an HSU alumnus and a member of the De- 
velopment Board. Shelton has given several important financial gifts to the 
school. The Taylors are life members of the HSU President's Club, and Taylor 
is a former member of the Development Board.18 

A historical marker stands near the sidewalk in front of the Sandefer 
Memorial Building. The marker, placed there in 1968, commemorates the 
founding of the school in 1891, recounts that 44,000 students had been 
enrolled to that time, and gives an abbreviated outline of the school's history. 
The text was written by former President Rupert N. Richardson and graduate 
and successful Abilene newswoman, historian, and author, Katharyn Duff. 

The fountain in the middle of campus, the clock on the outside of Moody 
Student Center, the granite signs at the entrances, some of the actual sidewalk 
pavings, the white gazebo by the reflecting pool, the magnificent Carillon 
Bells, paintings, busts, and other accessory pieces of value, and many of the 
endowed scholarships have been individual Class Gifts donated through the 
years. Every single addition is enjoyed by those who work at the school and 
by each group of students who attend. 

Although the campus continues to be referred to affectionately as "The 
Forty Acres," the main campus now comprises fifty-four acres, and the campus 
Annex which includes the rodeo grounds and the married student housing 
area has 143 acres making a total of 197 acres. 

A Western Heritage Center is being planned on the twenty acres of land 
which are part of the HSU Annex adjacent to Grape Street. It is projected 
to be a multi-faceted facility which will be patterned after a working ranch 
headquarters. The acreage was dedicated in 1989 when the family of the late 
Guy Caldwell pledged a major gift to HSU. The Caldwell gift will fund the 
Headquarters Building, the administrative office for the complex.19 

ALUMNI DIRECTOR 

Because there are thousands of alumni scattered all over the world, a 
Director of Alumni Affairs was needed who would work with both graduates 
and ex-students. Truett Latimer was the first to direct activities for this group 
both on and off campus, beginning in the fifties. (Latimer was, simultaneously, 
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the Representative from the 84th District of Texas). For many years the Range 
Rider mailout has kept this group informed about the important news of the 
college. Information is gathered and distilled by the alumni director so that 
readers can learn of changes in personnel, highlights in athletics, new academic 
programs, new buildings, and new co-curricular activities, as well as news 
from the alumni to be shared with former classmates. Kenneth Hill, one of 
the school's most ardent supporters ever, was Alumni Director during most 
of the 1950s and 1960s. "Ken's Kolum" was popular reading in the Range 
Rider. 

The alumni director is responsible for having a booth advertising HSU 
at both the annual Southern Baptist Convention and the BGCT Convention. 
In 1970, the Baptist Public Relations Association presented the HSU booth 
with an Award of Merit for its design and advertising publications. 

The director arranges receptions all over the continent to allow alumni 
an opportunity to be together and to meet some of the present administration. 
The director, also, works with about forty students each year who make up 
the Student Foundation, young people chosen because of good academic 
standing, interest in recruiting other potential students, and ability to represent 
the school well at public receptions and in presentations to individual donors. 

The forerunner of the Student Foundation Organization may have been 
the group of student representatives chosen in 1970 by a steering committee 
composed of representatives of the Student Congress and the Administrative 
Staff, and named the SPURS (Students Promoting University Relations) in 
1971. Three years later the organization expanded its purpose to include 
raising money for scholarships, and the name was changed to Student 
Foundation. This group goes to McAllen, Texas, each February to harvest 
oranges and grapefruit in groves which were donated to the school by Dr. 
and Mrs. H. W. Mclntyre of Sweetwater. In 1968, the Mclntyres gave Hardin- 
Simmons thirty acres of land in the Rio Grande Valley near Mission. Ten acres 
of the land were covered by the citrus grove, and the remainder was in 
cultivation. In 1972, some of the students decided to organize a weekend 
caravan to go to the valley and harvest as much of the orange crop as possible. 
A total of 23,000 pounds were picked. The fruit was taken to the processing 
shed where a friend and generous benefactor of the school, Othal Brand, made 
possible the washing, drying, waxing, grading, and boxing—free of charge. 
The first day's work produced 540 boxes of oranges. All those on campus 
who made a contribution of $1.00 or more were given a sack of oranges, 
and a large box of oranges was given to larger donors. 

Every year since, the thousand mile round trip is taken, weather per- 
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mitting. The fruit is now sold to raise student scholarship money. In 1989, 
some $ 12,000 in profit was translated into at least a dozen $ 1,000 scholarships 
for deserving students. 

One of the traditions that ex-students have enjoyed is returning to campus 
for Homecoming weekends each fall. Athletic events, the Keeter Award 
Luncheon, and the Annual All-School Sing make up the major portion of 
this special weekend. 

Each spring, a function of the director is to involve the graduates of fifty 
years before in a meeting on campus to celebrate Founders Day. Those who 
return have the opportunity of seeing the changes in the physical appearance 
of the campus, enjoy reminiscing together, and attend a ceremony held beside 
the small cemetery triangle in the center of campus in memory of the University 
founders. As the number of alumni grow and interested alumni suggest new 
ideas, the job description of the alumni director grows in proportion. During 
the Centennial year, the school was fortunate in having a young alumnus, 
Laura (Warren) Moore, as Alumni Director and Coordinator of Alumni 
Relations. Her creativity resulted in the Centennial Plaza as well as the 
expedition of several other centennial celebrations. 

MEDIA RELATIONS 

The University's media relations office strives to keep various constitu- 
encies informed about the University, its students, faculty, staff, alumni, and 
various actions of boards. 

Charles R. Richardson, veteran journalist and public relations specialist, 
rejoined the HSU administrative staff in August, 1982, after a nine-year 
absence, and has directed the news and information program since that time. 
He was in his sixteenth year of service with the University during the 1990- 
91 school year, as he worked for the third presidential administration (Landes, 
Skiles, and Fletcher). 

Richardson's orientation is clear: 
We strive to put Hardin-Simmons University forward by the means 
of legitimate news. Our intent is to always advance the cause of 
Christian education .... Our experience has taught us to tell the truth 
because the University's credibility is important.20 

Richardson was given membership in the "Hall Of Fame" of the Texas Baptist 
Public Relations Association in February of 1990. 

The media relations office offers an aggressive program of coverage to 
the local media: the Abilene Reporter-News newspaper, KTAB-TV, KRBC- 
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TV, KTXS-TV, and local radio stations. The office is also interested in serving 
the Baptist constituency in Texas and the nation—one example comes from 
a 1990 story on two Soviet exchange students at HSU whose story and 
photograph later appeared in a newspaper in the USSR. 

STUDENT LIFE 

Shortly after taking office, President Fletcher, in order to allow interaction 
between himself and the students, began to meet with presidents of the various 
organizations on the campus for mutual sharing each month. This innovation 
became a popular time for students to meet personally with Dr. Fletcher and 
has continued throughout his presidency.21 Fletcher has depended on Dr. 
Ross Johnson, Vice-President for Student Affairs, who began his service at 
HSU in 1975. 

Students of the eighties appeared to have more disposable income than 
earlier generations did. Traditionally, relatively few even then had money to 
dress fashionably, to own cars, computers, and receive monthly spending 
allowances, while the majority not only worked part-time, but often took five 
or six years to complete "a four-year program" because they had to work twenty 
hours or more each week to pay for college expenses. 

Students are required to live in dormitories until they have completed 
60 hours of study or have become 21 years of age. Exemptions are made 
for those students living at home with immediate family. All students living 
on campus must purchase a meal plan. 

The student dilemma regarding social dancing has come up for discussion 
many times. Should it or should it not be sponsored by the University? Every 
discussion ends with the decision to allow off-campus dances to be sponsored 
by faculty who volunteer, but dances are not held officially on campus. Many 
Christians do not think social dancing encourages appropriate behavior and 
want a continuing commitment from the school to encourage personal piety. 
Other Christians disagree, so the debate regarding on-campus dances recurs 
often.22 

One other small but significant change in campus rules was the "no 
smoking" policy adopted in September of 1990. Medical research conducted 
over many years had proven that cigarette smoking causes lung cancer. All 
over America, there were new rules passed against smoking in public places.23 

Reata was a campus news magazine begun in the 1980s under Professor 
Randy Armstrong in the Department of Communications and Theatre. It served 
as a laboratory project and, to some extent, a forum for student views. 
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Published annually, this slick magazine using color generally honored a 
permanent staff or faculty person each year by including a story about them 
and photographs of them. One of the most interesting articles was published 
in 1985 about Royston Campbell Crane, the only son of Judge R. C. and 
Mamie Crane of Sweetwater. As a student attending Simmons College in 1919, 
he did all the illustrations for both the Brand and the 1919 Bronco.24 Most 
of the art in the Bronco depicts both the collegiate and militaristic atmosphere 
which prevailed during 1918-1919. Roy Crane, as he would be known to 
millions of readers worldwide, left Simmons College for the University of 
Texas. He then worked for both the Fort Worth Record and the Austin 
American as a cartoonist before joining the staff of the New York World 
in 1922. From 1924 to 1943, his daily cartoon titled Wash Tubbs. later to 
be called Captain Easy, became popular with thousands of readers. In 1943, 
he was invited to join the New York American newspaper, one of William 
Randolph Hearst's papers. Crane developed his second major cartoon strip 
called Buz Sawyer. The Sawyer character was a handsome, young Navy pilot 
with a loyal sidekick named Roscoe Sweeny. The two characters became 
fictional heroes stemming from World War II, and in a few short years, Buz 
Sawyer was carried by 550 newspapers in ten countries and was read by an 
estimated forty million people daily. Crane took an active part in the daily 
production of this famous strip until his death in 1977 at the age of seventy- 
six. After seventy-nine years, HSU enjoys a legacy from Roy Crane forever 
captured on the pages of the 1919 Bronco. 

New clubs formed to meet the needs of the students. In the early 1980s, 
a group called Young Republicans was active. Members were concerned with 
becoming well-informed about political issues. For a few years, the club 
became inactive, but new interest was formed in the 1990-91 school year 
to reactivate the Young Republicans Club and to form a Young Democrats 
Club as well. 

Epsilon Pi Alpha and Alpha Phi Omega, two service organizations for 
women and men respectively, encouraged students to participate in service 
projects on campus and throughout the community. Alpha Iota Omega, a 
social club for women, encourages involvement in all HSU-related activities 
and student affairs and sponsors social functions and service projects. Theta 
Alpha Zeta, a men's social club, began in 1988. Sigma Alpha Women's Social 
Club was founded in 1988 as the dream of three young women living in 
Behrens Hall to promote Christian fellowship and a close sisterhood among 
women on campus. 

To encourage involvement by older students on campus, Alpha Epsilon 
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Omega was formed in 1989. This service club involves itself in community 
projects such as Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Abilene, the Noah Project, 
Abilene State School, and Hospice of Abilene. The purposes of the club include 
sharing information, giving mutual support, and taking part in social and 
intramural activities. The Black Student Fellowship is sponsored by the 
Religious Activities Office, and Collegians for Racial Harmony was formed 
in 1989. 

Various departmental organizations abound. In 1988, the Physical Science 
Club was formed as a joint organization of the Physics and Chemistry 
Departments. The club invites speakers on science topics to campus and 
provides exhibitions at area public schools. 

The International Education Committee fostered, emphasized, and 
developed a distinctive Studies Abroad Program in 1985. The Committee 
cooperates with the Education Commission of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion in its program of foreign studies and encourages participation abroad 
and in exchange programs for students and faculty. The programs involve 
the earning of academic credit. The annual undergraduate catalogue describes 
the opportunities offered: "While the Studies Abroad Program has been 
especially appealing to language, art, history, and political science majors, 
there are many other programs available."25 

Early each December, the Christmas season is officially ushered on to 
campus by a Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony. Two or three hundred gather 
in the cool darkness around a huge evergreen tree brought usually from New 
Mexico and decorated with multicolored lights. The group sings Christmas 
carols accompanied by brass instruments, President Fletcher reads a Gospel 
excerpt of the birth of Christ, people exchange greetings, and as the group 
counts aloud "one, two, three," the University Queen switches on the lights. 
The crowd moves to the student center for cookies and hot punch, made 
by members of the Round Table. 

Madrigal dinners, based on medieval celebrations, have been held for 
three consecutive years each December. Students dressed in seventeenth 
century costume, serve a Christmas meal, and sing and play madrigals for 
the guests. 

Adopt-A-School program was begun by the Abilene Independent School 
District in 1986, and HSU chose to join the program. Faculty and students 
go to speak each year at a nearby elementary school, members of the band 
have gone to show and play instruments, art students have directed art 
activities, and the six white horses have been brought to the schoolchildren. 
Students from the elementary school have participated in activities on campus 
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in the hope that they will set personal goals which include college studies. 
The other two universities in the city and several businesses have become 
involved in this creative program.26 

Contemporary Christian soloists or groups popular at the time have been 
brought to campus each year. There have been outstanding speakers on 
campus, also, including the Christian Senator Mark Hatfield, Jean-Michelle 
Cousteau, son of world-famous underwater explorer Jacques Cousteau,27 

movie star Charlton Heston,28 intellectual author and commentator William 
F. Buckley,29 Henry Cisneros, former mayor of San Antonio, and Dr. Vladimir 
Sakharov, once described by the CIA's Chief of the Soviet Russia Division 
as "the most knowledgeable defector on record." Sakharov came in 1989 before 
the Berlin Wall was torn down to speak on the problems the Soviet Union 
was having with minorities, with youth, and with the immediate necessity 
of the overhauling of the Soviet economy, as well as their foreign diplomacy.30 

Summer non-academic programs on campus are arranged for by Mrs. 
Linda (Rob) Carleton, Associate Dean for Student Development. The schedule 
includes cheerleading camps, youth groups, adult retreats, athletic camps, 
and various workshops. During the week before school officially begins, she 
works with the Admissions area to provide annual New Student Orientation. 
Incoming students are divided into small groups for informational lectures 
and question/answer periods, and join together for events such as sports, 
evening music and theatre performances, campfires, and a tour of Abilene. 

A Volunteer Fair was held for the first time in 1990 to heighten awareness 
about opportunities for community service. Mrs. Carleton, Dr. Paula Windham, 
and Dr. Ross Johnson, Vice-President for Student Development, offered a 
video-based program on improved communication to staff and faculty to 
enhance inter-office procedures and public relations. In 1989, Student 
Development faculty members also coordinated an All-School Christmas Party, 
which has become an annual event.31 Another enriching experience in extra- 
curricula life was the Missionsfest held in April of 1990. Foreign Missions 
Board President R. Keith Parks and missionaries from around the world came 
for two days to bring information and exhibits about the countries where 
they serve and the results they observe as God changes people and attitudes. 

Elderhostel, a special summer program of non-credit courses for people 
sixty years or older, was held on campus for two summers during the eighties. 
This is a nationwide program which allows older citizens to study, to reside 
in the dormitories at minimal cost, and to experience the geography and culture 
of the area.32 

Among the many class gifts generously appropriated to the school over 
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the years was the purchase of a Schulmerich "Campanile Bells" instrument 
reintroducing the ringing of bells as part of campus life. The Class of 1930 
donated the money for this in honor of their fiftieth reunion in 1980. The 
system consists of miniature bell units of bronze metal which are struck by 
metal hammers to produce the tonal equivalent of 10,712 pounds of cast 
bells. The bells strike hourly from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. daily, and pre-recorded 
tape cartridges often play a pre-determined number of music selections at 
chosen times of the day.33 

Western Heritage Day is celebrated annually on the first day of the HSU 
Rodeo. The first celebration of Western Heritage Day was held in 1981 in 
front of the Sid Richardson Science Center. The campus family plus a few 
invited guests participated in that first festival. Drs. Lawrence Clayton and 
B. W. Aston cooked over mesquite coals for the enjoyment of the crowd. 
Drs. George Newman, B. W. Aston and Lawrence R. Clayton, who had 
conceived the idea of a western celebration, decided to expand it the next 
year and to invite some elementary school children to the campus. A chuck 
wagon, farrier, blue-grass band, hat maker, and branding exhibit, and "Nubbin," 
a ranch horse from Newman's Bullhead Ranch in Andrews County, provided 
fun for the spectators. His last appearance was during the Spring of 1988 
before he died at the age of 30 years. At the second festival, the tradition 
was begun of giving star-shaped badges stamped "H-SU Sheriffs Posse" to 
each child in attendance. Approximately 600 children attended in 1982. By 
1989, this number had burgeoned to 5,000. Two to three weeks prior to 
each annual Western Heritage Day, several faculty and staff get together at 
Newman's farm and enjoy a barbecue while they brand boards with HSU 
branding irons. The branded boards are given to teachers who accompany 
their classes so that they have a memento to hang in their classrooms. Exhibits 
expanded to include melodramas, livestock, roping exhibits, musical groups, 
quilters, and storytellers, also. 

This annual celebration of a part of the University heritage has deeper 
meaning than the obvious good time enjoyed by all who participate. Great 
strength, fortitude, and faith in God helped most of the pioneers to strike 
out in a covered wagon and head into unknown country. Many of these wagons 
were driven by pioneer women, while their husbands rode horseback herding 
cattle to new destinations. Courage, perseverance, integrity, and commitment 
to a cause were attributes shared by these early West Texans. Lee and Lou 
C. Evans, the great uncle and great aunt of Professor Newman, established 
an endowment through their wills to help ensure the future of Western Heritage 
Day at HSU. 
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Western emphasis has extended to annual Western Art Shows and 
receptions which have brought up to fifty artists together with lovers of western 
themes portrayed in several media. In 1983, one of the visiting artists, Bill 
Chappell, was commissioned to create an official HSU Cowboy bronze sculpture 
and a limited edition of one hundred were sold. The sculpture has been 
photographed and used as the official University logo. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Prior to 1974, a student security patrol under the director of the Main- 
tenance Department secured the campus as well as possible. A former sheriffs 
deputy, David Hodges, was hired in 1974 as their director, but it was not 
until President Fletcher arrived that a campus-wide committee was formed 
to study security operations. Hodges died in 1980, and Clifford Wheeler, 
a certified police officer, fireman, firearms instructor, and security officer 
instructor, expanded the services. 

In 1980, a training program for private security officers began to be offered 
at HSU. The next year, the Board passed a resolution to create a state- 
commissioned law enforcement agency under Wheeler. Budget cuts in 1987 
reduced the number of staff to Wheeler, one assistant, and a secretary, plus 
contracted security guards from Supreme Alarm Company. Wheeler resigned 
shortly after, and the next year, the school returned to the use of HSU personnel 
only. In June of 1990, the Police Department became responsible for the 
telephone switchboard in the evenings in order to have constant telephone 
security coverage for the students. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 

In September, 1990, the celebration of the one hundred years of history 
began. The following events deserve listing because they are fairly typical of 
a year's events on campus, and some of these will remind exes of memories 
of similar occasions enjoyed in years past. Highlights in September included 
Convocation with Dr. Lauro Cavazos, U.S. Secretary of Education, giving the 
challenge address; the first football game, played between HSU and Austin 
College at Shotwell Stadium (HSU lost); the dedication of the Jake Sandefer 
Field House; an All University Volunteer Fair held for the first time to encourage 
students to give some time to community needs; and a photographic slide 
presentation given by B. W. Aston, Head of the Department of History, entitled 
"100 Years of Memories." 
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For three evenings in early October, the faculty of the School of Theology 
held an old-fashioned Brush Arbor Revival. The speaker was Dr. Peter James 
Flamming, former pastor of First Baptist Church, Abilene, coming from the 
First Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. During the autumn also, the 
Johnson Building for the School of Business was dedicated and officially 
opened; the English Department sponsored a Poetry Reading with nationally- 
recognized author Elizabeth Adcock; a two-day symposium on "The Future 
of Private and Denominational Colleges" attracted over 150 scholars from 
across the United States and Canada with the keynote speaker being Dr. Martin 
E. Marty of The University of Chicago, author of forty books, and the most 
widely-quoted church historian on the continent; the Music Department 
scheduled dozens of recitals including a concert of works by Dr. T. W. "Jack" 
Dean, performed by the Chorale, the Concert Choir, and the "Simmons 
Classic," a small group of some of the best vocal musicians in the school; 
and theatre students gave performances of Federico Garcia Lorca's "The House 
of Bemarda Alba" to begin the 1990-91 theatre season. 

In November, Homecoming 1990 was held, and a highlight was an Art 
Show of works by alumni from many years; HSU played football against 
Howard Payne University and lost after a hard-fought game; and late in 
November, A. C. Greene, popular Texas writer and newspaper journalist, was 
brought to campus to speak by the Friends of the Richardson Library group. 

At the time of this writing, the University looks forward to the 
groundbreaking for the Guy Caldwell Visitor's Center (planned as the initial 
building of the Western Heritage Center); the annual Faculty/Staff Appre- 
ciation Dinner; a special centennial tribute to Dr. Irl Allison by the School 
of Music which will include a visit to campus by world-renowned pianist 
Van Cliburn; the annual Western Heritage Day, and graduates of 1940 will 
celebrate their fiftieth reunion on Founder's Day and the annual Rodeo in 
April. The celebrations are expected to culminate with the prospective gradu- 
ates of 1990 burying a time capsule in the center of the new Centennial Square. 
This square will be made of granite blocks on which are engraved the names 
of people associated with the school. The new plaza is planned with the hope 
that it will be the central meeting place—the heart of the campus—even as 
it is the physical center of campus. The names will remind each new group 
of students that they also are becoming a part of the history of HSU. 

Hardin-Simmons University has long been an accredited institution of 
higher learning. HSU is presently accredited by The Commission on Colleges 
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award Associate, 
Bachelor's and Master's degrees, Council on Social Work Education, National 
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Association of Schools of Music, National League for Nursing, Texas Education 
Agency, and the Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas. The school 
has memberships in the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Edu- 
cation, the Association of Collegiate Business Schools and Programs, the 
American Mathematic Society, the Association of Southern Baptist Colleges 
and Schools, the Association of Texas Colleges and Universities, the Math- 
ematical Association of America, and the Texas Association of Schools of Art. 
Alumnae of the University are approved for membership in the American 
Association of University Women.34 

President Fletcher announced his plans to retire in July of 1990 to become 
effective June 1, 1991. A mixture of regret over his leaving is mingled with 
guarded anticipation over the coming of a new chief administrator. Will he/ 
she be able to guide this great institution into the twenty-first century as well 
as the twelve presidents have directed it through its first one-hundred years? 

President Fletcher once said, "Christians have sometimes argued over 
which is more important, the gift or the giver. It is a moot point. They are 
part of the same cloth: God at work in our midst through his servants."35 

This twelfth president has given the school the gift of his presence for nearly 
fourteen years, and by acting as giver, has benefited the institution beyond 
measure with his multiple talents and extraordinary number of spiritual gifts. 
One of his repeated themes is that HSU acts as a mission point, explaining 
that a mission point is located in some strategic area in the name of a church 
for a particular missionary endeavor: 

James B. Simmons, a New York clergyman with a great missionary 
vision, invested in Hardin-Simmons as a mission point. The Sweetwater 
Baptist Association founded it as an extension of their work .... Men 
and women for a century have given themselves in Christian labor 
and its cause believing it to be a mission point. The key is, do we 
try to share with [all who attend] the faith that has made a difference 
in our lives and is at the heart of the University's mission?36 

Another of Fletcher's repeated themes concerns "the other classroom"; 
The other classroom at Hardin-Simmons University is any place where 
a student and a member of the University community have an op- 
portunity to learn together what it means to be a Christian in this 
world and how Christians react to problems and adversity and personal 
challenges. The other classroom is convened in discipline actions, and 
response to illness or accident or tragedy. The other classroom often 
convenes when word comes of the loss of a loved one. And it meets 
regularly around conflict or disagreement. We take the other classroom 
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seriously at Hardin-Simmons University.37 

President Fletcher believes that conveying a sense of community is 
everyone's business and must come from everybody, including the President 
and the custodians. His availability to students, his personal charisma, and 
his unfailing response to individuals have proven that he believes in the sense 
of community and desires that it continue when he becomes Chancellor in 
the summer of 1991. 



Conclusion 

T. he first student to register at Simmons 
College is said to have been Dora Kelly, who registered in the Primary 
Department at ten years of age. As she sat on the president's knee and printed 
her name on the enrollment card, he said to her, "You may be glad some 
day, little girl, that you were the first to enroll in this school. Who knows 
but that some day it may be a great school."1 

Sixty-five years later, the school was flourishing and its president, E. A. 
Reiff, maintained that "Hardin-Simmons University believed itself entitled to 
the designation 'a distinctive Baptist University'. . . small enough to maintain 
a unity of spirit and large enough to offer varied and special services to its 
students."2 

Over the last century, shifting population, the rise of state-funded in- 
stitutions for higher education, economic depressions, decreasing numbers 
of college-age students, wars, increasing costs of education—all of these have 
affected private colleges and universities and have caused many to close. One 
point, nonetheless, is quite definite. No great Christian movement has suc- 
ceeded unless it has had strong teaching to train workers to carry on its ideas 
and ideals. Training, whether formal or informal, is necessary for distinctive 
traditions to have lasting effect. The story of Baptist education in the state 
and in the nation includes both triumphant success and dismal failure. Former 
President James H. Landes felt it was naive to expect missionaries, preachers, 
and Sunday school workers to come from public schools or from other 
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denominational institutions without the appropriate background to serve the 
denomination well, even though it is a wonderful truth that God allows human 
beings to worship Him in different denominational settings, and to pursue 
knowledge in different academic institutions. 

The mission of HSU has remained remarkably constant. In the original 
Foundation Agreement, James B. Simmons wrote that the mission 

is not likely to be accomplished except through the instrumentality 
of Christian Schools and Colleges, in which Christianity shall be the 
confessed and formative principles of their whole organization, method 
and life, and in which it shall be the constant aim of teachers by a 
truly liberal and Christian culture, (1) To bring young men and women 
to Christ, (2) To teach them of Christ, and (3) To train them for Christ; 
And Whereas, such truly Christian College must give actual Christian 
instruction, not only in other departments of Science, Literature, and 
Liberal Culture, but especially in the Word of God, the greatest classic, 
in the story of the Church, the greatest history, in the doctrines of 
the Bible, the greatest science, and in Christian Ethics, the noblest 
morality.3 

Every few years the aims, philosophy, and purpose of the University are 
revised and stated in the annual catalogues. After one hundred years the 1990- 
91 Catalogue states very similar aims: "the need for interaction between faith 
and reason" and a commitment to "search for truth wherever it may be found." 
The University "affirms the dignity of the individual based on the belief that 
each person is created in the image of God." Jesus Christ is believed to be 
"the revealer of God," "the redeemer of mankind," and "the model for 
humanity." The purpose has not changed significantly and states that the 
University exists to provide "higher education in selected liberal arts, pro- 
fessional, and pre-professional programs."4 

Hundreds of trees and well-kept lawns reflect the development of the 
beautiful campus which began with a three-story building erected on a few 
acres of rough, burr-infested prairie grassland. The present atmosphere of 
permanence, however, obscures the inauspicious beginnings, the exhausting 
fund-raising campaigns that consumed the time and health of many of the 
administrators, the difficulty in attracting worthy faculty to a relatively remote 
area, and the struggle to improve curriculum standards. Despite all this, the 
school has managed to meet the stringent standards of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools when their committees have examined the University 
every ten years. It has collected glory through its fine missionary alumni at 
home and abroad, as well as through alumni who have excelled in many other 
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professions. It has known prosperous times of incredible growth, both in 
enrollment and in funding. It has enjoyed triumphs on the athletic fields, 
excelled in preparing well-educated musicians, produced thousands of teach- 
ers for public elementary and high schools, and for the last fifteen years placed 
almost one-third of each graduating class in the business arena. 

To truly know Hardin-Simmons, one must look beyond the buildings, 
the landscaping, the classrooms, and computerization, into the lives and times 
of the students, staff, faculty, and administration. The people and the times 
turned the institution from a tiny group of less than one hundred who required 
education from primary through junior college level into an institution of 
higher learning which trains about 2,000 undergraduate and graduate students 
each year. Jesse C. Fletcher, Centennial President, said: 

Hardin-Simmons is an unusual experience for the uninitiated. On one 
hand, it boasts one of the finest classical Schools of Music to be found 
in the whole country, an outstanding Research Center in Microbiology, 
and a reputation for academic excellence. On the other hand, it keeps 
alive with sincere pride its frontier traditions and its western heritage.5 

The treatment of blacks at HSU has been better than average, and attention 
to blacks, along with Hispanics has increased each year. Southern Baptists 
had their minds opened by the civil rights movement and began to respond 
in the sixties. An empirical report in early 1990 stated that Southern Baptists 
had improved to the point where it was the most racially inclusive religious 
body in America.6 

The present administration opened a new initiative in 1990 to recruit 
minority students, and increased scholarships for them. In the spring of 1990, 
senior high school students in Abilene's public high schools were offered a 
Challenge Scholarship guarantee for as many as eight semesters if they took 
fifteen hours each semester and maintained a cumulative GPA of at least 2.5. 
This scholarship program guaranteed that HSU would add the amount 
necessary to cover the students' full costs of tuition after they receive other 
scholarships and'grants from federal, state, and private sources. The Challenge 
Scholarship students had to agree to work ten hours a week at a campus 
work/study job but could apply their earnings to personal expenses and 
educational costs such as books. President Fletcher said the program is a 
"commitment to Abilene" to express confidence in the potential of these 
students.7 

Karl Marx rebuked the scholars of his day by declaring, "The historians 
have interpreted the world; the thing, however, is to change it."8 It is at once 
both frightening and exciting that those presently involved in Baptist uni- 
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versities have the challenge of seeking again the will of God for His direction 
regarding the future of these particular institutions. Values, in the form of 
knowledge of world history and its lessons to mankind plus the fundamentals 
of Christian faith, must be transferred to students at these schools before 
education is complete. 

The year 1990 was a milestone in political ideological change throughout 
much of the world. The decade from 1980 to 1990 was an exceedingly 
tumultuous one for Southern Baptists. As the school has been affected by 
each generation thus far, so it will continue to be molded. Present leaders 
of the denomination and of its institutions have had considerably more 
academic education personally, more opportunity for travel, more psycho- 
logical insight, and more specialized expertise to help them than any previous 
group. These leaders are now inquiring, listening, praying, sifting through 
information, and weighing all their conclusions in order to lead their institution 
into a new century of challenges. 

A Second Century Task Force at HSU composed of alumni, faculty, and 
students has included in its planning the hope that students will be able to 
study under increasingly fine faculty in a school where the endowments will 
have tripled between 1990 and the year 2000. Scholarship endowment funds 
alone were over $19,000,000 for the 1990-91 year, up from $6,000,000 a 
decade before. Students and parents complain of increased costs for tuition 
and other fees, but few are aware that about 88 percent of the freshmen in 
1988-89 received some financial help from the school to meet these amounts, 
and 85 percent of all the students received some form of aid. During the 
1989-90 school year, 93 percent of freshmen who applied for aid received 
it.9 These statistics have been typical of several years, but it cannot be taken 
for granted that financial help will always continue at the necessary level. 
The administration constantly aims at conceiving new ways in which the 
buildings and grounds can be used during summer months, evenings, and 
weekends to help defray the mammoth annual costs of operation. There is 
a nationwide trend toward year-round schooling from primary school through 
college. This trend is not entirely to encourage a higher standard of education 
which is badly needed to compete on world markets, but to make better 
economic use of existing physical facilities to offset the cost of buildings, 
upkeep of grounds, and salaries for full-time staff. 

New consortiums are planned among the three local universities to do 
research, a possible graduate school consortium, and a computerized library 
to lessen duplication of facilities and resources. More students will learn 
through televised lectures, and most students will be able to access data from 
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libraries across the country directly from their personal computers in their 
dormitory rooms. More programs involving exchanges of students between 
HSU and overseas will allow better preparation for all students to live in a 
shrinking world, as well as for international business dealings and worldwide 
church-related ministries. 

For the first twenty years of the school's existence, higher learning was 
viewed askance by many well-meaning individuals. It had to be socially useful, 
they thought, with the learners aiming to serve the church and their fellows, 
or else the motive was sinful—monetary profit or a selfish sense of superiority. 
In spite of the prevailing conservatism, the vision exemplified by the first 
President, W. C. Friley, was evidenced in the strong faith that his original 
core of supporters passed on to the next generation: faith that the school would 
grow greater and that it would maintain a strong Christian faculty. 

Practically speaking, faculty salaries were raised dramatically by the 
present administration so that HSU ranks second only to Baylor in average 
salary for faculty members among Baptist schools in Texas.10 Staff salaries 
compare less well with the marketplace. Staff and faculty advantages, however, 
include a reduction in tuition costs for themselves and family members, 
insurance and retirement benefits, several of the school holidays, use of school 
recreational facilities, and free admission to everything in sports, music, and 
theatre. Each faculty member justifies in writing his reasons for applying for 
more or better equipment, yet most departments need equipment, and support 
for research and writing is better but is still not adequate. Many feel the 
profession of college professor has lost the status it enjoyed years ago. In a 
positive way, the question of which professions are important in service to 
God has changed in the minds of most people. All Christian professionals 
are expected to serve God with heart, mind, and soul. Professors, therefore, 
should receive salaries more indicative of this viewpoint, which is almost 
entirely opposite from the viewpoint held one hundred years ago. A large 
percentage of the general population must involve itself more in the educational 
system. Being informed almost always results in more concern. 

Far more biographies than could be included were compiled for this 
account. The choice about which alumni to include after 70,000 students 
have attended HSU, and almost 20,000 have graduated, was virtually im- 
possible. Here is one example of the dilemma: a medical doctor, O. W. "Babe" 
English, practiced family medicine and surgery for over fifty years in Lubbock. 
He was the honorary chairman of the "Forging the Future" fund raising 
campaign in 1984.11 Was his contribution to patients more or less important 
than that of Conrad Ramsey Lam, a contemporary who graduated magna cum 
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laude in 1927, and for many years served on the Thoracic Surgery staff at 
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit? In 1950, Lam made medical history by 
performing one of the first transplants of the heart's main artery from one 
person to another. He was not only a pioneer in studies of induced cardiac 
arrest but also pioneered the use of the anti-clotting agent, heparin. He was 
honored in 1980 along with surgeons of international renown, Dr. Michael 
DeBakey and Dr. Denton Cooley. Not only was his career outstanding, but 
he maintained close ties with HSU right up to the time of his death in 1990. 
Is he to be singled out above the medically trained who went overseas to 
serve where doctors are in short supply, where lack of the latest antibiotics, 
outdated surgical equipment, less than well-trained personnel, and the absence 
of colleagues with whom to confer regarding diagnoses combine to make every 
day a monumental challenge? Dr. Conrad Lam's brother, Elie Erskine Lam, 
was also an alumnus, a well-known Wichita Falls real estate developer, a First 
Baptist Church deacon and Sunday School teacher, and father of five children. 

An example of an outstanding female alumnus was Harriet K. Gatlin. 
She was born in 1896 in a prairie dugout in Roby, Texas. Her father was 
so determined the children would have an education that he moved the family 
in 1905 to Burleson, Texas. Harriet attended normal school in nearby Denton, 
then went on to SWBTS. Funds were not available for her to go as a missionary 
to China, so she moved to Abilene and studied for a B.A. degree in Sociology. 
She went to work as a missionary in Arizona and then in New Mexico where 
she spent the rest of her life in missions. At the age of ninety-two, Miss Gatlin 
was recognized with a Distinguished Alumni Award by HSU in 1988 for her 
work as a Southern Baptist leader.12 An accurate "Who's Who" list of HSU 
alumni is impossible. Surely all "exes" who have attempted to "love their 
neighbor as themselves" are changing the world, so it was impossible to single 
out any one person. 

This survey of the main tides and swells of the events, organization, and 
administrative styles of Hardin-Simmons over the first hundred years leaves 
for others more detailed study of denominational swings, patterns of financial 
support, and departmental curriculum changes. Most of the important factual 
details are included, and the impressions of many who have lived the history 
are recounted. Hardin-Simmons University has served its constituency honorably 
and deserves to celebrate. It has given a century of service. Those who guide 
the University into the next century can claim the promise quoted from 
Jeremiah 29:11, "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 
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Lawrence R. Clayton, Ph.D. 
Dannis D. Cooper, M.S.W. 
T. W. "Jack" Dean, Ph.D. 
W. Ray Ellis, Ph.D. 
Hoyt Ford, Ph.D. 
Gena Foster, M.A. 
W. F. Fry, A.M. 
Richard L. Garner, Ph.D. 
Lindell O. Harris, Th.D. 
Ethel L. Hatchett, M.A. 
William R. Helms, Ph.D. 
Clyde J. Hurst, Th.D. 
Edgar M. Jackson, M.A. 
W. Ray Johnson, Ed.D. 
Emmett M. Landers, M.A. 
Ella P. Levett, Ph.D. 
Albert Lunday, Ph.D. 
J. G. Martin, D.M.A. 
Zane A. Mason, Ph.D. 
Thurman L. Morrison, M.M. 
Julius N. Olsen, Ph.D. 
Andy J. Patterson, D.M. 
Herbert   M. Preston, B.M. 
Pauline M. Richardson, M.A. 
Euna Rudd, B.A. 
J. D. Sandefer, LL.D. 
Elwin L. Skiles, Ph.D. 
Edwin E. Young, B.M. 
Delores Washburn, Ph.D. 
G. Norman Weaver, Ed.D. 
W. B. Woodson, B.A. 

Irl Allison, M.A. 
Virginia Armstrong, Ph.D. 
Hiram R. Arrant, M.A. 
E. B. Atwood, Th.D. 
O. E. Baker, M.A. 
William O. Beazley, D.R.E. 
Carl J. Best, M.M. 
W. D. Bond, M.A. 
Joseph E. Burnam, M.A. 
Lucien Q. Campbell, M.A. 
Ms. A. M. Carpenter 
Robert A. Collins, Ph.D. 
Eva Lee Craik, Ph.D. 
Evelyn Edmonds, M.M. 
Emogene Emery, M.A. 
Lena B. Ford, Ph.D. 
Terry L. Foster, Ph.D. 
Charles W. Garraway, Ph.D. 
Earl P. Harrison, Ph.D. 
Susan Helms, Ph.D. 
Lloyd P. Huff, Ph.D. 
Robert D. Hamner, Ph.D. 
Clyde Jetton, Ph.D. 
Billie S. Lacy, M.A. 
Suella Lacy 
Jack H. Longbotham, Ph.D. 
Billie S. Martin, M.S. 
Lois Martin, Ed.D. 
Marion B. McClure, M.M. 
George A. Newman, Ph.D. 
J. D. Osborne, Jr., M.A. 
Otho M. Polk, M.A. 
H. Taylor Rankin, Ph.D. 
Rupert N. Richardson, Ph.D. 
Charles Robinson, Ph.D. 
Eva Rudd, M.A. 
W. A. Stephenson, M.A. 
Ira M. Taylor, M.F.A. 
W. T. Walton, L.H.D. 
Otto O. Watts, Ph.D. 
Dossie M. Wiggins, M.A. 



Appendix II 
STAFF OF TWENTY YEARS OR MORE 

Charlene Archer 
J. W. Blackwell 
Don Bridges 
E. K. Busby 
Joe Candelaria 
M. V. Carr 
T. N. Cars well 
B. O. Clecker 
James F. Collings 
Aileen Culpepper 
Horis Davis 
Margaret Forrester 
Nora Lee Gatson 
Madge Grba 
Hazel Gregston 
Clairene Helgeson 
Kenneth Hill 
Mayme Jo Jermy 
William D. Johnson 

E. W. Ledbetter 
Lucille Kelley 
Annie Lee Lewis 
Dovie Lee Lewis 
Hattie Bell Martin 
Dorothy Maupin 
Estelle McCaslin 
Leroy Middleton 
Islalou Moody 
A. L. Mosley 
Joe Myatt 
Peggy Pattillo 
Eduardo Ramirez 
Billie Reed 
Juanita Reeder 
Tom Stacy 
Sammie Welch 
Willie Welch 
Wanda Whitis 

Appendix III 
RECIPIENTS OF DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS 

The "Distinquished Alumni Award" began to be awarded in 1970. Awards are made "to 
individuals whose personal and professional accomplishments are exemplary of the ideals 
and aims of the University and thus bring honor to Hardin-Simmons University." 

1970 
John Leland Atwood 
Bryon E. Pollock 
Rupert N. Richardson 

1971 
Warren C. Hultgren 
Dossie M. Wiggins 



1972 
Elizabeth F. Riley 
George H. Mahon 
C. Moxley Featherston 

1974 
Maye Bell Taylor 
William T. Reid 
Dr. W. Hines Sims 

1976 
Fred Earl Ingerson 
Judge Zollie Steakley 
Darold Hugh Morgan 

1978 
Gordon Wood 
Magnolia Starks McCullough 
Jeter D. Fulbright, Jr. 

1981 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Caldwell 
Aletha Fuller 
Jack R. Taylor 

1983 
D. Dale Haralson 
David S. "Scotty" Holland 
Kenneth T. Whitescarver 

1985 
Betty Pearce Stephenson 
Charles McLaughlin 
William Gaddis 

1987 
Nancy Sample Garms 
E. E. Hall 

1989 
William T. Morgan 
Joseph Archer Gibson 
Dellanna West O'Brien 

1973 
Virginia B. Connally 
Willie L. Scott 
T. Burns McKinney 

1975 
John Hanna Brewer 
Joe Wright Burton 
James N. Tidwell 

1977 
Virginia Dale Moore 
Glen Burroughs 
Conrad Ramsey Lam 

1979 & 1980 
Joseph H. Arnette 
Claude A. Hicks 
Fred R. Higginbotham 

1982 
Hollis E. Bivens 
Doyle E. Larson 
Jack T. Martin 

1984 
Nelson H. Dyess 
Peter J. Flamming 
A. B. Foster, Jr. 

1986 
Helen Jean Parks 
Elizabeth Baugh 
Bryce Jordan 

1988 
Maridell Fisher Fryar 
Charles Tandy 
David Wong 

1990 
Joe Garrison 
Mary Curtis Island 
Bryan Shelbume 



Appendix IV 
KEETER AWARD WINNERS 

The Keeter Award is given each year to an HSU alumnus who has contributed great service 
to the University. The first award was given in 1943 by Mr. and Mrs. John Keeter of 
Throckmorton, Texas, who established the award in honor of their son, John, Jr., killed 
in action in World War II. 

1943 1944 
Rupert Johnson Barney Carter 
1945 1946 
Raymond Foy Mrs. Tate May 
J. D. Sandefer 
1947 1948 
Leroy A. Jennings, Jr. P. D. O'Brien 
1949 1950 
Eugene Holman R. N. Richardson 
1951 1952 
C. Wayne Evans Conrad R. Lam 
1953 1954 
Otis English Byron Bryant 
1955 1956 
Mr. and Mrs. Solon Featherston Mrs. H. A. Pender 
1957 1958 
J. C. Hunter Guy Caldwell 
1959 1960 
George Mahon W. B. Irvin 
1961 1962 
Alvin Woody Frank Junnell 
1963 1964 " 
Mrs. L. H. Beckham Reverend Boyce Evans 
1965 1966 
Thomas Evans Dossie Wiggins 
1967 1968 
Lee Hemphill Katharyn Duff 
1969 1970 
Wilton 0. "Hook" Davis Marion B. McClure 
1971 1972 
Charles Logsdon Hal Pender 
1973 1974 
James Cassle Frank Cadenhead 
1975 1976 
Elwin Skiles J. E. Johnson 



1977 1978 
Bill Tippen Mrs. W. B. Irvin 
1979 1980 
Lunelle Hemphill Virginia Boyd Connally 
1981 1982 
T. W. "Jack" Dean Glen Burroughs 
1983 1984 
Tid McAden John H. Brewer 
1985 1986 
Aileen Culpepper Mrs. Charles Logsdon, Jr. 
1987 1988 
W. C. "Prof Ribble Jim Jennings 
1989 1990 
Guy Shaw Kenneth Hill 

Appendix V 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIRMEN 

G. W. Smith, 1892-1899 
C. W. Merchant, 1899-1902 
K. K. Legett, 1902-1911, 1914-1916 
George L. Paxton, 1911-1914, 1916-1923 
C. M. Caldwell, 1924-1938 
W. J. Behrens, 1938-1941 
J. D. Sandefer, Jr., 1941-1945 
J. C. Hunter, Sr., 1945-1946 
W. P. Wright, Sr., 1946-1961 
Frank Junell, 1961-1962 
W. B. Irvin, 1962-1969 
Bill Tippen, 1969-1970, 1974-1980 
P. Edward Ponder, 1970-1973 
Roland L. House, 1973-1974 
A. Sam Waldrop, 1980-1984 
Gene Adams, 1984-1989 
Robert Hitt, 1989 

The Hardin-Simmons Annual School Catalogues list all members of the Boards of Trustees 
and their terms beginning in 1892. Catalogues are located in the Rupert N. and Pauline 
Richardson Library Research Center. 














