
Thirteen  
President Fletcher Begins 

O il prices started to climb in the late 
seventies, and the economy of Texas rose with oil. Real estate boomed, and 
Abilene gained the magnificent Fairway Oaks Golf and Country Club, around 
which hundreds of new homes were built. By the mid-eighties, however, the 
oil prices had dropped, causing many to lose jobs, investments, and real estate. 
Ranching was no longer prospering. President Ronald Reagan decreased public 
policy incentives, thereby cutting college scholarship moneys. A "merger 
mania" in businesses caused many small investors fear and brought about 
a stock market crash in October of 1987. 

In the fall of 1977, the twelfth president, Jesse Conrad Fletcher, came 
with enthusiasm and in full agreement with the philosophy and purpose of 
the University. Born April 9, 1931, in San Antonio to Ruby (Arnold) and 
Jesse N. Fletcher, who retired as an insurance executive, Jesse Fletcher was 
a distinguished student, and a distinguished military student, as well as a 
two-year letterman in golf before receiving a B.B.A. degree from Texas A & 
M University in 1952. 

Fletcher met Dorothy (Jordan) the summer following his graduation. 
Dorothy transferred from Blue Mountain College in Mississippi to Howard 
Payne College to be near her fiance. He began attending SWBTS in 1952, 
and they were married in February of 1953. Fletcher earned an M.Div. degree 
in January 1956, and a Ph.D. (originally aTh.D.)inl958. Due to difficult 
pregnancies, the young couple had suffered the bereavement of losing two 
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children, the first child at birth, and the second child during the first week. 
Jordan Scott was born in 1958, and Melissa Dupree was born four years later. 
A variety of part-time employments, including rural pastorates, supported 
the Fletcher family. Fletcher had been licensed to preach at age twenty and 
ordained to the ministry a year later (1952) by Manor Baptist Church in San 
Antonio. 

His first position after completing his doctorate was at the University 
of Texas as professor, holding the John G Townes Chair of Bible, from 1958- 
60, and during his second year he also directed the Baptist student work there. 
The family moved to Richmond, Virginia, in 1960 for Dr. Fletcher to join 
the staff of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The Fletchers had volunteered for foreign mission service in 1959 but were 
not appointed by the SBC Foreign Mission Board because of Dorothy's health. 
Instead, the Board asked him to join the stateside staff to enlist and process 
others. He served as Associate and, later, Secretary of Missionary Personnel 
before assuming the position of Director of the Mission Support Division in 
1968. His job was to supervise the departments of missionary personnel, 
education, and promotion and furlough ministries. During these years, he 
traveled extensively to many of the countries where Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries served in order that he could gain insight into personnel needs and 
problems as well as help through lectures and preaching. He also wrote seven 
books, primarily missionary biographies, including Bill Wallace of China 
which was made into a movie (1963), Wimpy Harper of Africa (1967), and 
The Search for Blonnye Foreman (1971). 

In 1975, Dr. and Mrs. Fletcher moved with their children to serve the 
First Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee, where Dorothy accepted the 
busy role as pastor's wife, mother, counselor, hostess, and friend to the 
congregation of nearly five thousand. Dr. Fletcher researched and wrote 
another book during this period: Baker Tames Cauthen: A Man for All 
Nations (1977). The church grew dramatically in this period in attendance, 
baptisms, and giving. 

Fletcher's denominational service reflects the use of his multiple talents. 
From 1952-62, he served as a chaplain in the United States Army Reserve, 
after having been commissioned upon graduation from Texas A & M. He 
has been on several advisory committees including the Commission on Radio 
and Television from 1972-75 and the Student Work Advisory Group from 
1970-75. He was Chief of the International Bureau of the Baptist Press and 
a member of the Writing Team of the Mission Support Challenge Committee 
in 1975. He has served on the Boards of Trustees and as a member of the 
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executive committee for both the Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy from 1975-77. 

After becoming President of HSU, Fletcher was invited to preach the 
Convention sermon at the Atlanta meeting of the SBC in June 1978. He was 
awarded the status of distinguished alumnus of SWBTS in that year, also. 
He was awarded the Litt.D. from the Rio Grande College of Ohio in 1979 
as a result of the impact of his ministry at Knoxville. He served on the General 
Council of the Baptist World Alliance for five years beginning in 1980, one 
of ten Southern Baptists elected to that committee. 

In business pursuits, he has served as a bank director and a board member 
on a variety of community enterprises. He was a director and served for a 
time as Chairman of the Board of Ministers Life of Minneapolis from 1977 
to 1989. He was the main initiator of the Trans-America Athletic Conference, 
organized in 1978, and served as its president twice. Fletcher was presented 
with a sterling silver tray in honor of his leadership in July 1990.l In community 
affairs, Fletcher has headed the United Way Campaign and a year later served 
as its president. He was a founding director of the Community Foundation 
and served as its vice-chairman, a position he also held in Abilene's ACT- 
Now (Abilene Choosing Tomorrow-Now) task force. 

President Fletcher has taught one course each semester in the School 
of Theology since beginning his term as chief administrator. He became 
Connally Professor of Missions at HSU in 1980, and will continue to teach 
in the Logsdon School of Theology during his Chancellorship. He could return 
to full-time preaching at his choosing. His deep consciousness of God, 
redemptive and empathetic outlook on his fellow human beings, and descrip- 
tive, concise story-telling ability are attractive and fresh. It is evident that he 
reads extensively, and draws upon his extensive travels over much of the world. 

The prayers and goodwill of his wife have allowed him to accomplish 
much and to benefit the thousands of people he has affected by his ministry 
and his daily decision-making as chief administrator. Dorothy has worked 
behind the scenes to befriend individual students, children of missionaries, 
and people she feels a kinship with who need her particular concerns. She 
has planned and helped host countless Presidential events and Trustee Meetings. 
Each December for the past fourteen years, Mrs. Fletcher sent several dozens 
of cookies to the Maintenance staff members to remind them that the Fletchers 
notice and appreciate their dependable work. 

Fletcher is an avid hunter and golfer, and maintains a commercial aviation 
license. It is not surprising that his attractive wife has learned to share his 
interests as much as possible, even to the extent of hunting with him, so that 
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she may enjoy the company of this man of varied interests and limitless energy. 
Dorothy's description of her husband is that "He is, indeed, a most interesting 
man with enviable qualities—energy, health, creative talent, intelligence, wit, 
sense of humor, and sensitive wisdom." Two granddaughters and one grandson 
are her other great joys. 

Fletcher is recognized as a sophisticated man of thought in a world of 
action as well as being a godly missionary with a charitable spirit. Fletcher 
has written a total often books, the last two of which were Practical Discipleship 
(1980) and The Mission of the Church (1988). He has been asked to write 
the Sesquicentennial history of the Southern Baptist Convention, and is the 
Baptist preacher for the historic Bloy's Cowboy Camp Meeting in the Davis 
Mountains each summer. Their son, Scott, and his wife, Lynne, live in Fort 
Worth with their daughters Jessica and Natalie. The Fletchers' daughter, 
Melissa, lives in Abilene with her husband, Leonard Johnson, and son, 
Matthew. 

Fletcher's coming to HSU resembled that of others the University sought 
out for earlier administrations. When Dr. Elwin Skiles announced his retire- 
ment, a search committee for a new president was formed. 

Charles Brinkley, chairman of the University Presidential Search Com- 
mittee, approached Dr. Fletcher early in the spring of 1977 concerning a move 
to Abilene from Knoxville which would involve a move from pastor to college 
president. Fletcher declined. He was approached several times more, once 
in June of 1977, by Dr. Skiles. Each time Fletcher replied in the negative 
since his pastoral ministry in Knoxville was not quite three years old, the 
church had grown by several hundred, and, humanly speaking, the family 
did not look forward to the idea of another major move. In July, three more 
members of the Search Committee, led by Board Chairman Bill Tippen, visited 
Fletcher in Knoxville. The committee persuaded the Fletchers to visit the 
campus late in August, but the couple returned to Knoxville undetermined 
as to what their response should be. Early in September, Fletcher drove to 
the Great Smoky Mountains east of Knoxville. He recalled: 

I went to the top of Mt. Le Conte on a rainy day and settled in under 
a half-cave overlooking the Great Smokies to pray the matter out. 
Coming off the mountain, I decided that if God continued to open 
the door, I would accept the position.2 

Fletcher began his work in late October of 1977, and was inaugurated 
as the twelfth president of HSU on April 24, 1978. Three former presidents 
participated in the ceremony: Rupert N. Richardson, James H. Landes, and 
Elwin L. Skiles. Hundreds of visitors who arrived for the occasion included 
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representatives from state government, the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
BGCT, colleges, universities, and learned societies throughout the United 
States as well as from the city of Abilene. 

On this occasion he presented several questions he had pondered con- 
cerning the worth and the future of private institutions of higher learning. 
He then suggested some answers. In wondering what young people wanted 
of a university, he decided that they desire community. If they are Christians, 
they want Christian community. He put in apposition the concept that "hostile 
environments can teach one how to cope, but they are not places to chart 
clear-cut goals. The growth that results in the first is scar tissue, in the latter— 
healthy tissue."3 His next answer was that instead of waiting "for government 
to reverse its bureaucratic momentum," Fletcher believed "we would do better 
to educate the next generation ... in the freedom-cherishing principles of 
private enterprise, the nobility of personal endeavor, the right of every 
individual to have an equal opportunity... without undue resort to legislative 
constraints and the loss of individual freedom."4 

One month after Dr. Fletcher arrived, the Board of Trustees approved 
replacing the position of Director of Public Relations and Information which 
had been vacant since December, 1976. Richard M. Styles was invited by 
President Fletcher to fill the position, and the Styles family moved to Abilene 
from Richmond, Virginia, where he had served as Public Relations consultant 
at the Foreign Mission Board since 1970. The position was enlarged in 
responsibility and renamed Vice-President for University Relations and 
Development. During the first year of his presidency, also, Fletcher began 
to reorganize the major units of the school. Over the next two years, the 
reorganization took the form of the College of Arts and Sciences; School of 
Business and Finance; School of Education; School of Music, School of 
Nursing; Graduate School, and Division of Evening, Weekend, and Extension 
Programs. The Division of Graduate Studies was named the Graduate School, 
and the Evening and Weekend Division was changed to the Division of 
Evening, Weekend, and Extension Program.5 To lead this major restructuring 
Fletcher hired a new Academic Dean, Dr. Ronald A. Smith, now Provost of 
the University as well. 

By 1980, the teaching faculty included 87 full-time teachers, 68 percent 
holding doctoral degrees, and 32 part-time faculty members for a total of 
119.6 A decade later, over 80 percent of the full-time professors held doctoral 
degrees, and the total faculty, including instructors for AISN, numbered about 
125 in 1990. 
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FUNDING 

At the time President Fletcher took over the administration of the school, 
he faced a number of unbudgeted expenditures, items already in significant 
overage, and insufficient funds to complete the new Mabee Athletic Complex. 
He outlined this situation for the Trustees at his first meeting with them in 
November of 1977. Trustee William Wright, Jr., suggested that the trustees 
must raise their sights in development in order to respond to this financial 
dilemma.7 This shortfall was finally covered in a large Bond program which 
also allowed a host of campus improvements and renovations. Giving valuable 
leadership was Wiley Dugger, whom Dr. Fletcher had brought on as Vice- 
President for Financial Affairs in 1978. 

The Board of Trustees approved a $15 million fund-raising campaign 
to be called "Forging the Future" to be conducted over the three-year period, 
March 1, 1982, through March 31, 1985. Priorities to be funded by the 
campaign included: 

(1) Faculty salary endowment 
(2) Endowed chairs for professors and programs 
(3) Scholarships 
(4) Campus renovation and energy management 
(5) A new art building 
(6) Debt retirement 
(7) An athletic endowment 

The campaign was launched with the initiation of the faculty/staff phase 
on September 9, 1982.8 Later phases included the Board of Trustees, Board 
of Development, Alumni, Foundations, and various city campaigns in Texas. 
The successful campaign resulted in a total of more than $21,000,000. Two 
major needs in this campaign were the endowment and buildings for the 
Logsdon School of Theology provided by the widow of Charles Logsdon, and 
the Irvin Chair of Education, funded by Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Irvin.9 

Faculty salaries were increased modestly between June 1978 and September 
1981. Inflation, however, rose 12.8 percent in the year 1979, alone, and over 
35 percent in three years in Texas, so the struggle to bring salary schedules 
up to par continued. A bolder salary increase of 30 percent was given over 
a two-year period beginning in 1985.10 

The University now stands in the top fourth in terms of headcount, 
graduates, endowment, and budget in ICUT, made up of the forty Independent 
Colleges and Universities of Texas, and in the forty-eight colleges and uni- 
versities within the SBC.11 Endowment income increased exponentially during 
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the boom years beginning in 1980, until it provided about 16 percent of the 
annual budget instead of the approximately 10 percent of a decade before.12 

The school was fortunate in receiving a deferred gift of over $1,000,000 
in real estate in the mid-seventies from Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Hagerton of 
Lubbock. Another deferred real estate gift of $1,000,000 was received from 
Dr. and Mrs. A. H. Bergen of Southern California in the mid-eighties.13 

When Dr. Wesley S. Coffman became Dean of the School of Music in 
1981, there were two or three endowed music scholarships worth only a few 
thousand dollars. Within two years he had encouraged fourteen such funds 
with a total endowment worth $58,000 as a part of the Forging the Future 
goal. By 1985, the fund totaled over $250,000. By the centennial year, 1991, 
a fund including an endowment capital of $470,000 and budget funding 
allowed the distribution of twenty-two scholarships adding up to about 
$90,000.14 

In 1990, the HSU School of Music Foundation was established through 
the generosity and participation of Dr. and Mrs. Lee Hemphill to promote 
the growth and excellence of the School of Music. The Foundation is ad- 
ministered by a Board of Directors composed of alumni and friends of the 
School of Music. 

Each year the undergraduate Catalogue describes the majority of available 
student scholarships. As is typical of all universities, some scholarships are 
awarded according to academic merit, some according to several abilities, and 
some according to financial need. There are well over 200 scholarships and 
grants available. Several scholarships are awarded by groups on campus 
including student fraternities. The women of HSU—staff and faculty—give 
an annual scholarship worth several hundreds of dollars to a student who 
holds at least a 3.0 G.P.A. and is in need of financial assistance. The University 
Women's Club began this scholarship to honor retired faculty-staff women. 

Endowed grants and loans also continue and grow in numbers awarded 
and in dollar amounts. Ministerial students receive an allowance per semester 
hour by the BGCT upon fulfilling certain criteria, and dependents of denomi- 
national workers are allowed financial help. In 1968-69, about 56 percent 
of the students at HSU received financial aid. By 1980-81, the percentage 
had risen to 85 percent.15 By that time, aid programs and financial awards 
came from the following sources: Institutional Scholarships and Grants, 
Institutional Work Program, Pell Grant (Basic Educational Opportunity Grant), 
Supplemental Grant (Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant), College 
Work Study, Guaranteed Student Loan (Stafford Loan based on need since 
1988), National Direct Student Loan, -and TEG/SSIG (Texas Equalization 
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Grant/State Student Incentive Grant).14 Two other loan programs which went 
into effect in recent years are the PLUS (Parent Loan for Undergraduate 
Students), and the SLS Loan (Supplement Loan program for independent 
Students). Since 1988 the CAL (College Access Loan) program has benefitted 
those families who no longer qualify for the Stafford Loan. Other aid is available 
through outside programs such as foundations, corporations, and Baptist 
churches which set up scholarships for their member-students. 

The major Foundations which have been donating moneys for the last 
several years include the Mabee Foundation, the Bridwell Foundation, the 
Andersen Foundation, the Meadows Foundation, the Houston Endowment, 
the Sid Richardson Foundation, and the Rockwell Fund. 

A campaign was launched by the Cowboy Band Foundation in February, 
1987, to assist the small band in travel and with scholarships. Cowboy Band 
exes learned at their 65th annual reunion that its "Banding Together Forever" 
endowment campaign had surpassed its challenge goal with $ 1 million plus 
in cash, pledges, and deferred gifts, according to Abilene attorney Robert H. 
Alvis, class of 1950.17 Another fundraising group, "The Cowboys," meets 
regularly to back the athletic program. 

Two annual fund-raising events are the Fall Annual Fund mailout to all 
alumni and other friends of the school which began in 1979, and the Spring 
Phonathon. Former President Richardson made the first telephone call for 
the first Rupert N. Richardson Phonathon in 1980. Students, faculty, and 
staff volunteers telephoned thousands of people in an effort to raise the number 
of thousands of dollars which corresponded each year to the age of Dr. Rupert 
Richardson. He was celebrating his eighty-ninth birthday that year and over 
$97,000 was pledged.18 

An ambitious Centennial Fund Raising Campaign with a goal of $ 15,000,000 
was launched in October of 1988. Despite difficult economic times, campaign 
leadership announced in February, 1989, gifts and pledges of $5,132,118 
from members and former members of the Board of Trustees to underwrite 
over a third of the $15,000,000 goal. By mid 1990, the Board of Development 
had pledged over $3,000,000. The campaign money will be used to endow 
scholarships, to renovate several older buildings on campus, to purchase 
equipment, to endow faculty chairs, to provide current student scholarships, 
and to meet many other needs. The goal for the alumni phase is $4,000,000. 
Included in the Campaign is an ambitious $1,000,000 annual giving goal 
for 1991. A total sum of $13,500,000 was reached by the end of 1990. The 
Campaign is to be concluded by the end of the centennial year of 1991.19 

Both the total budget and instructional budget had increased by approxi- 
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mately three hundred percent between 1968-69 and 1978-79.20 By 1990, it 
had increased threefold again. Operating deficits toward the end reflected 
the tough times even though assets continued to grow. The 1990 school budget 
of $16,500,000 was aided greatly by the $1.4 million that the Baptist General 
Convention gave through the Cooperative Program.21 Endowment grew from 
just over $8,000,000 in 1977 to approximately $33,000,000 by May 31,1991. 
This endowment increase in the midst of recessionary years has been a most 
encouraging improvement. Physical assets, in the form of buildings, reno- 
vations, and landscaping added up to approximately $38,000,000.22 

ENROLLMENT 

By 1980, thirteen percent of the student population came from states 
other than Texas. Ninety-three percent of the student population were white, 
four percent, Hispanic; three percent, black; perhaps the most interesting 
statistic was that twenty percent of the students were above twenty-five years 
of age.23 

As Dr. Fletcher's tenure began, the enrollment totaled 1,649. In 1980, 
fall enrollment increased dramatically to over 1,900, in 1981, it jumped to 
2,049—an all-time high, and in 1982, enrollment was 1,948, making this 
the third consecutive year that enrollment exceeded 1,900. During the eighties, 
enrollment averaged over 1,900 compared to 1,700 in the seventies, and 
demonstrated a new emphasis on recruitment despite the economic recession 
in Texas. In 1990, that trend resumed with a fall enrollment of 1,938, largest 
since 1982. 

HSU has always enrolled many students from other countries. Some have 
been influenced by pastors or missionaries in their home countries, particularly 
those students who have wanted to major in theology. For the past three 
years, some have come as a result of the American College Locator International 
program. There is no federal or state aid for international students, and 
prerequisites must be met prior to their coming as to payment of tuition and 
other college costs. International students are able to qualify for departmental 
scholarships or presidential awards.24 The first two Soviet students came for 
the fall semester of 1990. Primarily through the Margaret Fund, established 
by the Southern Baptist Convention, children of foreign and home missionaries 
have the opportunity of attending HSU at little or no cost.25 Because of this, 
HSU is usually "home" to more "MK's" than any other college or university.26 
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CURRICULUM 

For at least twenty-five years, all faculty members have been ranked. 
Beginning with instructor, who must have at least a master's degree, the next 
rank is assistant professor must possess a master's degree and be actively 
working on the terminal degree in the chosen field of teaching, plus three 
to five years of college-level teaching. An associate professor must have an 
earned doctor's degree and several years of teaching experience, plus con- 
tinuing evidence of professional growth. A professor has the same qualifi- 
cations as an associate professor plus at least ten years of college teaching 
experience. Tenure, while not insuring permanent employment, does guar- 
antee tenured academic personnel the assurance that they will not be removed 
from their position by arbitrary or uninformed action.27 This ranking is 
representative of the process in most recognized institutions of higher learning. 

Students are, also, recognized for superior work as they pass through 
undergradute years. Depending on the grade point average and the number 
of semester hours completed, students are eligible for inclusion on the 
President's List, the Dean's List, the Honor Roll, and the Honorable Mention 
Roll. 

Entering freshman are sometimes able to get a head start by taking CLEP 
tests. The College Level Examination Program (CLEP) began nationwide about 
twenty years ago. HSU has cooperated in the CLEP program for the last 
seventeen years. Credit for satisfactory scores on CLEP examinations is given 
for certain courses (as listed in the annual Catalogue-Bulletin). The advantages 
in taking these tests include the saving of much valuable time and money 
as long as the student has prepared properly and is knowledgeable enough 
to pass the tests attempted. 

In 1981, admission standards were upgraded. To gain full admission, 
students are now required to have an ACT score of 18 or an SAT of 800 
or be in the top fifty percent of their graduating classes with an ACT score 
of 16 or SAT of 700. Students with limited load and opportunity admissions 
are allowed to begin with slightly lower scores.28 

Courses under the heading of "Bible" have been part of the required core 
of courses since the turn of the century. In 1980, a new dean was appointed 
for the School of Theology. H. K. Neely received a B.A. degree in 1954 from 
Baylor University; B.D., 1958, and Th.D., 1963, SWBTS. Dr. Neely holds the 
Phillips Chair in Bible and Religion. Neely had been one of the early founders 
of In-Service Guidance in Baptist institutions, so he began an In-Service 
Training Program at HSU and employed Dr. Omer Hancock as Director. This 
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program offers field experience for students training for the ministry. By the 
use of apprenticeships, students are placed under pastors and other church 
staff members. Neely has built a good team including Drs. Donny Auvenshine, 
Omer Hancock, George Knight, James Shields, Norman Weaver, and Larry 
McGraw, who quickly became one of the most popular teachers on campus. 
Administrators including Drs. Fletcher, Smith, and Ellis also teach courses 
in the School of Theology. 

The Lay Academy, a new Christian training center, was created in 1984. 
Courses are sometimes offered on campus and sometimes conducted in area 
churches. Twelve hours of study are given per course for people who desire 
to learn more about the Christian faith. A wide choice of Bible classes is 
available.29 

The Connally Chair of Missions, held by President Fletcher, was funded 
by Dr. Virginia Boyd Connally. Connally was recognized as a Distinguished 
Alumnus for many reasons, including her contributions to the School of 
Theology. Ada Virginia Hawkins graduated from HSU in 1933. She lived with 
her aunt and uncle, Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Snow, who sent as many as ten of 
their nieces and nephews to HSU to give them college education. She next 
attended Louisiana State University School of Medicine in New Orleans and 
did her internship and residency at Charity Hospital in New Orleans. She 
was the first woman doctor to practice in Abilene, and maintained a busy 
practice for forty-two years as an eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist. 

Her husband, Ed Connally, in whose honor a part of Mabee Physical 
Education Complex is named, was a longtime trustee until his death in 1975. 
Their two daughters, Genna Johnson and Edwina Roberts attended HSU, as 
did her granddaughter, Sunday. Virginia Boyd Connally served as a trustee 
of HSU from 1977 to 1988, then became a member of the Board of Devel- 
opment, and has remained a longtime member of the President's Club. Dr. 
Boyd has served on the National Board of the Medical College of Pennsylvania, 
the University of Texas School of Nursing Board, and numerous civic boards. 

Her interest in missions led her to purchase the house next to her own 
home to provide quarters for the HSU missionary family on furlough each 
year. The first gift for the Connally Chair of Missions was made in December, 
1979. It insures a missionary emphasis for the school. A portion of the earnings 
is designated to bring in a key missionary or missiologist for a lectureship 
or seminar on missions in the semester in which Dr. Fletcher does not teach. 

Her greatest gift to the school is loyalty to its past and enthusiasm for 
its future. Not only was she awarded the John J. Keeter, Jr., Alumni Award 
in 1981, but she was recognized again with an honorary degree from HSU 
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that same year. Abilene women acknowledged Dr. Boyd's many contributions 
by electing her a part of their first group of city Pathfinders in 1988. There 
are few endeavors in the city of Abilene in which Virginia Boyd has not at 
some time played a strategic role.30 

For several years the Logsdon faculty had realized that there was a need 
for a Guest Professor Program in order to better acquaint students with scholars 
from other institutions. In the spring of 1990, Dr. Harry Hunt from SWBTS 
served as Guest Professor. The faculty has a continuing commitment to train 
students in many areas of ministry along with the traditional preparation to 
become pastors.31 

In keeping with the excellent leadership of the deans in the School of 
Music, Wesley S. Coffman, Ph.D. 1968, from Florida State University, came 
to HSU in 1981 from the University of Texas at Arlington. Several outstanding 
faculty members have remained to work under his administration, and, almost 
without exception, others whom Dean Coffman has hired have professional 
reputations far beyond Abilene. Most of the present music faculty also 
participate in local community performances as well as lending leadership. 
The city churches benefit greatly from their musical contributions as virtually 
all participate actively. Under his leadership, an annual newsletter has been 
sent to describe the progress of the School of Music, the performances, 
research, publications, workshops given by the faculty, and recent news about 
alumni. 

Each year a multitude of recitals are given. One of these features students 
from the School of Music who give a Student Composers Concert, performing 
premiere performances of their original works in Woodward-Dellis Recital 
Hall. Each summer, the Music Education Department offers workshops, 
usually bringing specialists from across the United States to conduct these 
weeklong training sessions. Every year for the last decade, a group of HSU 
music majors has been invited to perform at the annual meeting of the Texas 
Music Educators Association. 

The women of Sigma Alpha Iota and the men of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, 
the two music fraternities, purchased two Kawai studio pianos with proceeds 
from the 1983 All School Sing. In 1989, the two music fraternities purchased 
and donated to the University 560 copies of the The Hymnal for Worship 
and Celebration, purchased with proceeds from the 1988 All School Sing 
and given in memory of Dr. Rupert N. Richardson. 

Music alumni, the present administration of the school, and the Abilene 
community believe that the School of Music has demonstrated the objectives 
stated in the latest Catalogue: 
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The School of Music is to prepare well-educated musicians for pro- 
fessions in music education, music ministry, music-related business, 
performance, and theory/composition. In addition, the School of Music 
provides opportunity for creative, culturally-enriching experiences for 
the University community.32 

The Division of Education was changed to the School of Education in 
1979 and was reaccredited by the Texas Education Agency. That same year 
the first floor of Abilene Hall was renovated to provide offices for the education 
faculty and staff. The School of Education benefited in 1979 when Peter J. 
Gilman, Ed.D. in 1973 from the University of Arizona, joined the University 
as Dean. He holds the Irvin Chair of Education, made possible in 1979 by 
funds from the estate of the late Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Irvin, formerly of Dallas.33 

Provost Ronald A. Smith said, "Since Dr. Gilman's arrival, the School of 
Education has steadily increased in stature and is today [1989] recognized 
as one of the better schools of education in Texas. A man of obvious character 
and integrity, Dr. Gilman possesses the personal and professional qualities 
which are crucial to the success of [this] institution . . ,."34 

A major leading to a B.A. in Speech Pathology began in 1977, the same 
year that Dr. Carol Haire assumed her current position as Director of Speech- 
Language Pathology and Audiology. Professor Haire, Ed.D., 1976, from Texas 
Tech University, has served also as a consultant at various local agencies, and 
owns a private practice where she provides diagnostic and treatment services 
to patients in the city and area.35 In the early 1980s, Speech Pathology was 
relocated to the School of Education to enhance its relationship to teacher 
certification programs and to special education. In 1989, Haire was named 
to the Texas Professional Educational Diagnosticians Board of Registry. In 
the mid-eighties, Mrs. Sibyl Cholson, an alumnus and former faculty member 
of the Speech Department, donated a complete set of professional journals 
to the Speech-Langage Pathology Department. 

Robert C. Barnes, Ph.D. in 1974 from the University of Georgia, came 
to HSU in 1977 as Professor of Counseling and Human Development and 
became Head of the Department in 1981. Barnes has researched and published 
in several areas, and one of his several interests is Logotherapy. He has studied 
and admired the theories of Viktor Frankl, M.D., Ph.D.. of Vienna, Austria, 
a world-renowned psychologist and the author of Man's Search for Meaning. 
Barnes has spoken at several professional conferences and published his 
research in the International Forum for Logotherapy. Frankl read Barnes' 
findings and wrote him a congratulatory letter.36 

Dr. Bertie Kingore, Ph.D. from North Texas State University, joined the 
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faculty in 1980 and was named Head of the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education seven years later. Kingore has received both teaching 
and research awards from the Cullen Foundation by vote of her peers. 
According to Dean Peter Gilman, "She is one of the most creative people I 
have had the privilege of working with. Her apparent boundless energy, 
coupled with genuine enthusiasm, has resulted in creative endeavors ranging 
from innovative classroom presentations to published textbooks."37 She has 
also developed a Kingore Observation Inventory (KOI) for determining traits 
of gifted and talented young children. Kingore has served a term as president 
of the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented because of her special 
interest in education for gifted children. She developed HSU's Threshold 
Program for Gifted and Talented Children in 1980, and administers as well 
as teaches in it each summer. The program is offered to children of Abilene 
and the area to provide enrichment experiences for children ages seven to 
sixteen. 

In 1981, an endowment was begun through the estate of Dr. William 
Buel Irvin and his wife, Ollie (Camp), both graduates of Simmons College 
in 1921, and the School of Education was named the Irvin School of Education 
in their honor. Both Dr. and Mrs. Irvin qualified for teaching certificates in 
1924, and W. B. Irvin earned an M.A. in 1927. For a third of a century, 
Irvin was Superintendent of Schools in Pampa, Perryton, Lubbock, and 
Highland Park in Dallas. During summer sessions he taught at several leading 
universities in Texas. He was elected president of most of the teachers' 
associations he had joined. In the middle 1950s he went into business with 
the National Educators Life Insurance Company of Fort Worth and was 
president for some years. 

Throughout their lives, the Irvins each served as active Baptist church 
lay people, took part in many civic affairs, and supported HSU in several 
ways. The couple were life members of the President's Club. Dr. Irvin served 
on the Board of Trustees and was the Chairman from 1962 until 1969, and 
Ollie Irvin won the school's Keeter Award in 1978. The Irvins contributed 
a Missionary Grant Fund of over $100,000, a general endowment of more 
than $1,000,000, and another $2,000,000 for the School of Education. 

Dean Gilman responded to new state Standards for Teacher Preparation, 
and implemented them in 1984. A voluntary decision was made not to seek 
reaccreditation by NCATE in 1985. The A. B. and Patty Shelton Endowed 
Chair in Special Education was fully funded in 1987, and was awarded to 
Dr. Bertie Kingore. During the 1988-89 academic year, the special education 
program was phased out. New state Standards for Teacher Education were 
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mandated in 1989. For several years, annual follow-up studies show that 
evaluations completed by school principals on HSU's first-year teachers rated 
the graduates 4-plus on a scale of 1 through 5. This strong rating affirms 
the quality of the students and the programs within the Irvin School of 
Education.38 

Majors have been offered in Speech and Theatre from the early sixties. 
In 1978, Rosanna Herndon, Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University in 1973, 
became professor and head of the Department of Communication. Among 
Dr. Herndon's publications are three books, and a series of six instructional 
video tapes in oral interpretation. Herndon was named a Piper Professor in 
1988, one of many honors she has received during her professional career. 
She served two terms as president of the HSU faculty. Her husband, the late 
Doyle Herndon, served as University Comptroller for ten years before his death 
in 1987. 

A series of curriculum changes occurred in the Department of Commu- 
nication. The fields of speech and mass communication in the early 1980s, 
and Theatre became a separate department. 

A broad, vocationally flexible major was developed in Public Commu- 
nication by connecting speech communication and media.39 By 1989, a new 
program in Public Relations was offered in the combined fields of Mass 
Communication, Speech Communication, Art, and Business. Professor Herndon 
continued to oversee the annual West Texas High School Speech Tournament, 
one of the largest and most highly regarded practice tournaments in Texas, 
held at HSU through 1989. Dr. Mary Evelyn Collins became the Head of 
the Department in 1990. 

Randy Armstrong, Assistant Professor of Mass Communication since 
1976, teaches all journalism courses. Professor Armstrong and William Curtis, 
Assistant Professor of Finance, were placed on the first editorial committee 
of the 4-0 Imprint, a branch of the Hardin-Simmons University Press, when 
it began in 1988. The purpose of this area was to concentrate primarily on 
fine books, which are normally purchased by book collectors. Up to the 
present, there have been four books printed; the last being R. N. Richardson's 
The Commanche Barrier to South Plains Settlement. The 4-0 Imprint has 
an editorial board which consists of a screening committee composed of faculty 
and students who are responsible for the decision about whether or not a 
manuscript will be accepted for publication. President Fletcher makes a final 
ruling after the committee votes. 

Dr. Patrica McAdams came to HSU in 1985 when the Department of 
Theater was made a separate department from that of Speech and Commu- 
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nication. Theater has only been recognized as an academic discipline at HSU 
for the past twenty-five years or so. Previously, people majored in Speech 
Communication and got their acting experience extra-curricularly. Most 
theater majors have also been secondary education majors because students 
had not known what kind of career opportunities existed in theater. McAdams 
has worked diligently to help her students become more aware of all the 
opportunities which abound for graduates of theater arts. One of the first 
things students learn when taking theater courses is the dependence on people, 
subject, and audience. During 1988-89, the theater department began an 
annual children's show which audiences have received enthusiastically. 

The HSU Theatre Department has professional memberships in ATHE 
(Association for Theatre in Higher Education, TETA (Texas Educational 
Theatre Association), and SWTA (Southwest Theatre Association). 

Of the more than one hundred English faculty members who have served 
the University during its history, eighteen have served more than ten years 
each. Since 1975, the department has shown much stability; there have been 
three retirements and one promotion, when L. R. Clayton became Dean of 
the College of Arts and Sciences. During the last decade all but two professors 
held earned doctorates. The English curriculum has depended partly on the 
particular background of the professors teaching in each decade, although 
basic composition, grammar, and literature were always taught. Many special 
topics courses are offered, usually in rotation over a two-year period. 

In the spring of 1976, a non-thesis M.A. in English was approved. Students 
take other courses to make up thirty-six hours including research methods 
but are not required to write a thesis. A Creative Thesis option was added 
in the eighties. The first Creative Writing Workshop was held in the spring 
of 1978 as a special studies offering. In 1981, the school approved the two 
courses as Creative Writing and Advanced Creative Writing and they have 
been taught each year by Professor Robert A. Fink, one of several professors 
who have received the Cullen Research Award.41 The beginning course is 
offered to any undergraduate or post graduate who is serious about improving 
his or her poetry and fiction writing. The workshop focuses on technique; 
students are asked to bring in weekly pieces of work weekly which are 
discussed in the group before being critiqued privately by the professor. One 
of Dr. Fink's goals is to improve the appreciation of good poetry and fiction, 
and some students learn sufficiently well to later publish their material. Dr. 
Fink is invited to give readings of his own poetry across the United States 
and is the only professor other than Rupert N. Richardson to have been invited 
to be a member of the Texas Institute of Letters (1989).42 
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Faculty in English have usually stayed longer than in most other areas. 
Between 1977-90, Professors Larry Fink and Jeffrey Schonberg were hired; 
Mrs. Ellen Turner and Dr. Lloyd Huff retired. All others have remained 
throughout Dr. Fletcher's administration, which allows good continuity and 
cooperation under Larry G. Brunner. 

Dr. Brunner, Ph.D. 1973 from Duke University, has acted as Head of 
the department since 1980. Brunner has published Tragic Victory: The 
Doctrine of Subjective Salvation in the Poetry of W. B. Yeats and has 
Quest and Questioning in Byron's Cain pending. During his term, the Writing 
Lab has become a viable aid to the teaching of remedial English, although 
it was started in the mid-seventies by Lawrence Clayton. One unusual student 
who studied under Dr. Brunner was Mrs. Dorris (Yates) Tull, who graduated 
in 1987. The widow of a medical doctor in Abilene, Mrs. Tull received an 
M.A. in English just five days before her seventy-sixth birthday, and worked 
in the Writing Lab even after graduation. 

The English Department has membership in the national organization— 
The Association of Departments of English, headquartered in New York City, 
as well as being active in the regional body—the South Central Association 
of Departments of English. 

An International Studies Program open to all students was initiated by 
HSU faculty in 1984. Several special scholarships are made available each 
year to aid in underwriting the costs of these sessions abroad. An enriched 
cultural experience is the result as the students participate in the life and 
culture which make up the basis of the courses they pursue over a five or 
six week period. The goal has been to offer three courses in subjects which 
fulfill core curriculum requirements for most majors. The groups have studied 
in Britain under professors in various fields. 

The status of the Social Work program was enhanced by the decision 
by the President to pursue accreditation in 1983. In that year, the Social Work 
Program was officially designated, and Dan Cooper was named as its first 
director. In January 1984, Doris Thornton, M.S.W. degree from the University 
of Maryland, was employed as the Field Coordinator when the Social Work 
Program was formally established within the department. She remained and 
is pursuing her doctorate while teaching full-time. 

In 1985, the program became accredited by the Council on Social Work 
Accreditation, and HSU at the time was only the second Baptist school in 
the nation so accredited. In 1985, also, Everett E. Woods, a local social worker 
and President of Woods Pyschiatric Institute and his wife, gave some schol- 
arship money to aid minority students and gave a second scholarship for honor 
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students. He served for several years as an adjunct faculty member teaching 
the practice courses. In October 1986, full accreditation of the program was 
achieved from the Council on Social Work Education. This accreditation 
allowed a fourth area on campus to be independently accredited, following 
music, education, and nursing. Between 1978 and 1989, approximately 175 
students have graduated with this degree. In 1990, the department was 
reaccredited for the next seven years. 

By 1977, a Bachelor of Fine Arts was adopted by the Faculty and quickly 
became the most popular degree offered by the Art department. Students could 
still take art courses as electives in other programs. 

Ira Taylor, head of the Art Department, designed a new University seal 
in 1978 consisting of an outer circle imprinted with Hardin-Simmons University: 
Abilene, Texas; and the founding date, 1891. An inner circle consists of an 
open Bible with a torch in the center and a cross lying across the Bible and 
torch. Since 1982, the department has held a juried and judged student art 
competition. This competition, using judges from all over the nation, has been 
popular with students since their work is evaluated by a person outside the 
University. For several years prior to that time and continuing to the present, 
every senior has been required to submit a public exhibition of work. Since 
the senior exhibit is not required in all art schools, this has been beneficial 
to those who choose to pursue a graduate degree. In 1986, the addition of 
an advertising art concentration rounded out the art curriculum. 

Professor Bob Howell, a specialist in ceramics, joined the department 
in 1980. Howell uses clay to get the viewer's attention, often in a humorous 
way but with a seriousness of purpose under the superficial impression: 

It is important to me to try to promote awareness through my art, 
whether making one aware of world events, or merely the person next 
door. I feel that this sensitivity to others may in some way promote 
better relationships.43 

Howell was recognized with a Cullen Research and Creativity Award in 1983. 
Linda D. Fawcett joined one year later as professor of painting and 

drawing. Rather than straight-forward representational art, Fawcett prefers 
ambiguity and paradox, using as her subjects themes from myths, folklore, 
and pyschology. Fawcett is also a Cullen Professor. 

All students earning the BFA degree who have chosen to attend another 
school for graduate work have been accepted for the advanced work.44 The 
strength of the art program has been validated by graduates who have gone 
on to become professors of art, art curators at various museums, and pro- 
fessional artists.45 
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Many exhibits have been held in the attractive gallery in the Frost Center, 
but its full potential as a bridge between the University and community has 
still to be realized, awaiting additional operating funds. Courses presently 
being taught in the art department include drawing, design, painting, ceramics, 
printmaking, sculpture, fundamentals of photography, advertising art, public 
school art, introduction to the visual arts, and art history survey courses. 

The School of Business proposed during the centennial year the offer 
of four scholarships, one to each high school in Abilene, to seniors who chose 
to enter the business program in 1990. At $500 per semester, a student could 
earn $4,000 by maintaining a cumulative GPA of 3.20. A new Center for 
Economic Education was initiated in 1989 under Busines School Dean Ronald 
W. Presley, who came to HSU in 1988. The aim is to offer courses and seminars 
primarily to elementary and secondary school teachers to give a basic un- 
derstanding of economic principles and concepts so that the teachers might, 
in turn, teach their students. The Center, one of thirteen in Texas, works 
in conjunction with the Texas Council on Economic Education at the state 
level and with the Joint Council on Economic Education at the national level. 

Currently, 25 to 30 percent of the entire student population are declared 
business majors. Up until the eighties, experience in business life was often 
considered of most importance for teaching in the Business Division of most 
schools. In the last decade, terminal degrees have become more significant. 
By 1990, over 75 percent of the School of Business faculty held earned 
doctorates. 

One of the highlights in the Science Department during the eighties was 
the 29th annual Conference for the Advancement of Science Teaching (the 
annual meeting of the Science Teachers Association of Texas) which was held 
on the campus in October of 1982. Dr. Charles D. Robinson, Head of the 
Department of Mathematics and Director of Institutional Research, served as 
General Chairman.46 More than eight hundred science teachers registered for 
the conference. Noted scientists from across the nation including six HSU 
professors presented major papers. 

In 1980, the name of the Law Enforcement major was changed to Police 
Science and Administration, and a new major in Probation and Parole was 
added to the Bachelor of Behavioral Science degree.47 By 1986, the law en- 
forcement program was led by Alan Stafford, Ed.D. from the University of 
Southern Mississippi. He was selected in 1989 to received a Sears-Roebuck 
Foundation "Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership Award." His se- 
lection garnered a $1,000 award for him and a grant to HSU of $1,500. 
According to Academic Vice-President Ronald A. Smith, "The impressive 
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growth in the size and stature of HSU's criminal justice program is considered 
to be the direct result of his outstanding classroom teaching, innovative course 
development, and effectiveness as a role model."48 Stafford is past president 
of The Society for Police and Criminal Psychology and is often invited to 
participate in national forums relating to criminal justice. By 1990, there were 
over sixty majors, and the program was growing. The major emphasis on 
the war on crime and the war on drugs has created many jobs; there are more 
inquiries from agencies about graduates than HSU has students to fill the 
positions. 

Legal Studies is a new program which began with twenty-four students 
in 1988. Those pursuing legal studies may follow a "professional" track before 
going into law, judicial administration, paralegal work, or other directly- 
related professions. The second track is a broader, liberal arts understanding 
of the law and includes more political science, criminal justice, and business 
courses. Graduates can go on to teach, serve as public administrators in 
government, and pursue international business, foreign service, and many 
other positions which require this background. A Legal Studies Minor is now 
offered by the Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice.49 

In 1983, Dr. Joe W. Darnall, Head of the Department of Psychology, 
hired J. Paul Sorrels, Ph.D. in 1978 from Texas Woman's University, from 
Wayland Baptist University. Sorrels also did post-doctoral study in Advanced 
Statistical Analysis and the Use of Microcomputers in Psychology through 
a Carnegie-Mellon Fellowship at Rice University in Houston.50 In 1985, Sorrels 
began to offer a master's degree in Family Ministry, a sixty semester hour 
program, designed to meet the academic requirements for Clinical Member- 
ship in the American Association for Marital and Family Therapy and to give 
training in Religion/Theology. The aim was to prepare persons to work with 
local churches and church-related services to families. Training in skills dealing 
with marital and family problems, prevention of problems, and growth and 
enrichment in marriage along with a base in Theology and Bible knowledge 
are given in this program. 

Sorrels also is director of the Family Psychology Center housed in 
Cowden-Paxton Hall. He began the Center to help the children of divorced 
parents. Over a very few years, it has expanded both in faculty and in services. 
The center serves several hundred families each year through its programs. 
The latest offering in the Department of Psychology is a Master of Arts degree 
in Family Psychology begun in the late eighties. Graduates of the programs 
are now working in over seven states in a variety of clinical and church settings. 

In 1986, a major in Philosophy began to be offered through a consortium 
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arrangement with McMurry College. Dr. Joseph Stamey of McMurry and Dr. 
Jack Weir of HSU teach the major subjects. 

Dr. Merlin Morrow was named Head of the Department of Physical 
Education and Recreation in 1981 because of his expertise in the area of 
recreation. He came to HSU from Howard Payne University, where he held 
the same position. Morrow received the Ed.D. in 1972 from Baylor University 
after having taught and coached in Belton and Waco Public schools from 
1958 to 1971 and having served as a graduate teaching fellow at Baylor. During 
the ten years he has directed the department, the number of faculty holding 
the Ph.D. degree has risen from one to six. 

Dr. Morrow spent the summer of 1980 in Greece and was invited to 
the International Olympic Academy in Olympia and to the Lighting Ceremo- 
nies for the Olympics to be held in Moscow. In 1984, he was one of one 
hundred people invited to a pre-Olympic symposium in Los Angeles. 

Dr. Morrow was responsible for initiating a "pure" recreation degree, 
separate from other physical education degrees. Graduates of this degree are 
equipped to work for churches (See page 145 of the 1990-91 Catalogue for 
description of Church Recreation) and communities as recreation directors 
for the YMCA and YWCA associations, for Scouting groups, and in many 
areas of camp work. The Physical Education Department offers, also, a Trainer's 
Certification Program for students wishing a career related to Sports Medicine. 
The program titled Exercise Science is more science oriented and leads again 
to corporate fitness programs, Sports Medicine, or training in Physical Therapy. 
Those who major in Exercise Science study kinesiology—the physiology of 
human movement, the proper methods of testing and measurement for all 
kinds of human performance, performance rehabilitations, and the teaching 
of sports for the handicapped. 

The study of preventive medicine, including the Fitness Lab, is under 
the direction of Dr. Tony Grice, Ed.D in Physical Education from Northwestern 
State University of Louisiana in 1980, who came to direct the program in 
1983. In 1987, he went with the United States Badminton team on tour to 
China. In the summer of 1989, Grice was named physiologist and one of 
the national coaches for the United States Olympic Badminton Team which 
was participating in the Sports Festival in Oklahoma City.51 Grice is one of 
only eight Level III coaches in the country. He was ranked number one in 
Senior Men's singles in the Southern United States in 1989 and number five 
nationally. He serves as a member of the National Board of Directors of the 
United States Badminton Association and as National Team Exercise Physi- 
ologist. He wrote the fourth edition of Badminton, published by the American 
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Press in 1990. Previously, he had co-authored editions of books titled Tennis 
and Racquetball. The level of competence in his chosen field makes Grice 
an interesting and valuable addition to the faculty. 

Dr. Ronald L. Rainwater, Ed.D. from Texas A & M University in 1985, 
has been teaching at HSU in the Physical Education Department since that 
year. After only three years at HSU, he was chosen by the student body as 
Professor of the Year. His peers also awarded him Cullen Teaching Award. 
Sponsor of the University chapter of Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Rain- 
water is an active church and community worker. In 1988, he traveled to 
the Seoul Olympic Congress to give research data on designing sports programs 
at a conference on "New Horizons of Human Movement." In 1989-90, he 
served on the United States Congressional Educational Advisory Committee. 

ABILENE INTERCOLLEGIATE SCHOOL OF NURSING 

The establishment of the first school of nursing at West Texas Baptist 
Sanitarium, which later became Hendrick Hospital, allowed young women 
who wished to pursue the career of nursing to enroll beginning in 1924. The 
first two students graduated in 1927. To become a Registered Nurse, a State 
Board Examination was mandatory. All training took place at Hendrick until 
1931 when the Simmons University Board of Trustees made an agreement 
with the hospital that nursing students would take classes at the University 
and then finish their clinical training at the hospital. Courses included 
Psychology, Sociology, Chemistry, Anatomy, and Physiology offered at a flat 
rate of $10 per course; Chemistry, for instance, had a tuition of $10, a 
laboratory fee of $4, and a laboratory deposit of $2 in 1931.52 

Ruth Scarbrough was affiliated with Hendrick from 1943 to 1981, first 
as a student and, eventually, as head nurse. She then taught at the school 
of nursing and was eventually Director of Nursing Education from 1966-69 
and from 1975-81. Her opinion was that in the early years the profession 
was considered to be "woman's work, a bedside profession which did not 
require many mental skills." Nursing has always required a great many 
divergent skills. Physicians with various areas of specialization gave lectures 
to student nurses from the very beginning of the program.53 

Hardin-Simmons faculty became more involved with the program be- 
ginning in 1945. Beginning in 1945, Professor Lena Ford taught classes in 
Psychology to each entering class for over twenty years. Ford also administered 
the pre-tests which were an important element for acceptance into the R.N. 
program. From 1965 until the closing of the R. N. program in 1981, one 
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year of successfully completed college work was required before gaining 
admittance to the School of Nursing. Hardin-Simmons provided a thirty-hour 
schedule which satisfied this prerequisite. An average of eighteen to twenty 
students enrolled in the nursing program each year. Across the nation all 
nursing graduates took the same examination but did not have reciprocity 
from state to state until the early 1970s. 

The names of the nursing school followed the hospital's name until 1971, 
when it was re-named the Mary Meek School of Nursing following a gift 
from Abilene philanthropists Malcolm and Mary Meek. Plans for a four-year 
academic nursing program were announced February 1, 1979, in a joint 
statement issued by Hardin-Simmons University, McMurry College, Abilene 
Christian University and Hendrick Medical Center. After the decision was 
made to form the consortium, the hospital began to phase out its school. 
Dr. Elaine Forrest, Ph.D. University of Texas, was appointed as the first dean 
to begin program development in collaboration with Ms. Scarbrough. All of 
the teaching equipment from the hospital school was designated for use by 
the Abilene Independent School of Nursing. Injanuary, 1980, HSU was named 
the co-ordinating institution for the School of Nursing with Dr. Jesse Fletcher 
as the first president of its Board of Trustees. Students began their first two 
years of lower division work in 1979 in any of the three universities. 

In 1981, the Abilene Intercollegiate School of Nursing replaced the 
Hendrick Mary Meek School for the training of nurses. Prior to 1981 there 
was no baccalaureate nursing education available in the Abilene area. In March, 
1981, the school was accredited by the Board of Nurse Examiners for the 
State of Texas. Six students from Hardin-Simmons graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing with the first graduating class in 1983. Due to the 
increased demand and resulting shortage of nurses, the community requested 
an associate nursing program. In 1985, an Associate of Science in Nursing 
Degree was implemented by AISN. Its first graduates received their associate 
degrees in 1987. 

In June, 1987, Dr. Corine Bonnet, Ph.D. from the University of Texas, 
became dean of AISN to replace Dr. Forrest, who had resigned to take a position 
in Houston. Dr. Bonnet came from Midwestern State University in Wichita 
Falls, where she had been associate professor and co-ordinator of the BSN 
program. Funds from the Mary Meek School, a $30,000 grant from the 
Richardson Foundation and a $10,000 grant from Humana Hospital Cor- 
poration provided the financial base for the school to begin operation. Parker 
Hall, located at 1242 North 21st street and formerly used by the hospital 
school of nursing, was leased by the consortium and converted into classrooms 
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and administrative offices. 
In December, 1987, Abilene Reporter-News publisher, A. B. "Stormy" 

Shelton issued a $ 1 million challenge grant to initiate the "Touch of Life" 
Campaign to raise $6 million which would permanently endow the consortium's 
school of nursing. Half of this goal has been reached with two years yet 
remaining on the campaign agenda. As the number of applicants for nursing 
grew, classroom space in Parker Hall became inadequate to accommodate 
the growing numbers of students. A grant of $340,000 waS received in 
November, 1989, from the Meadows Foundation of Dallas. This, along with 
$283,000 from the Parker Estate, provided funds for a new building which 
will be joined with the existing Parker Hall. Construction began in July, 1990, 
with completion scheduled for the spring of 1991. Fifty-five to sixty students 
enrolled in the AISN program for the first few years, taking one of two routes: 
Associate Degree, or Bachelor of Science in Nursing. The number of students 
enrolled has doubled to about one hundred. The AISN has its own quarterly 
news review and a nursing alumni association. Several endowed loan funds 
and scholarship programs are available to nursing students. 

In the last few years, the profession of nursing has taken on a career 
image, and the variety of positions has increased. Five percent of the nursing 
population of the United States command salaries of $100,000 or more when 
they have attained Master's degrees and doctorates leading to various admin- 
istrative positions. More and more men are entering the profession. In Abilene, 
Humana and Hendrick hospitals, the West Texas Rehabilitation Center which 
serves many counties, and public health services of all kinds are served by 
graduates of the Abilene Intercollegiate School of Nursing.54 

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON LABORATORIES 

In 1981, Fairleigh Dickinson, Jr., constructed a modern, red brick 
building of 10,000 square feet on rented University property on Ambler Street, 
across from the main campus.55 The laboratories were equipped with micro- 
biology and chemistry equipment, instrumentation, and necessary apparatus 
in a modern laboratory with adjacent offices for six staff members led by chief 
scientist John H. Brewer. Eventually a staff of fourteen scientists worked there. 
The laboratories served as a place for part-time and full-time employment 
for students of HSU and as a potential source of employment for graduates. 

In the early 1980s, an ambitious project was begun in immunodiagnostic 
testing. The scientists completed tests for ten different allergies which could 
be discovered through one blood sample from a patient. Successful tests to 
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detect the herpes simplex virus and the Brewer Gel for anaerobes were 
developed. The Center had a total of eight patents issued and several more 
pending. Brewer oversaw these programs in medical and industrial micro- 
biological research. He retired from this work in 1984 and moved with his 
wife, Evelyn, to reside on Gibson Island, Maryland. 

Brewer was assisted by Terry Foster, who received his Ph.D. from Texas 
A & M University in 1973. He was a member of the HSU faculty from 1967- 
1978 and was Research Professor in the Science Research Center from 1978- 
1989. He taught microbiology and invertebrate zoology. He worked with Dr. 
Brewer on research to aid the Viking spacecraft missions to Mars. Foster 
continued under Brewer and moved to the Fairleigh Dickinson facilities, where 
he became chief of the Microbiology and Immunnology Division until he left 
in 1989. Additional grants have been procured and much research in applied 
areas has been carried out in this laboratory, all of which have benefited HSU. 

Jeannette W. King, Chief of the Energy Microbiology Division from 1982 
through 1990, has worked with the bioremediation of wastes and wastewaters 
from synthetic fuel processes and microbial enhanced oil recovery (MEOR). 

Algernon G. Swan, Ph.D., former director of The Becton Dickinson 
Research Center (Lincoln Park, New Jersey), came to Abilene in 1981 to 
become vice-president and general manager. Dr. Swan, among other business 
responsibilities, became CEO of Fairleigh Dickinson Laboratory when Brewer 
resigned in 1984.56 By 1986, the laboratory researchers were developing rapid 
diagnostic tests for genital herpes, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and the major 
secondary infections that kill most AIDS patients. The company had an 
additional seven tests being prepared for the market. In the spring of 1990, 
Mr. Fairleigh Dickinson sold Fairleigh Dickinson Laboratories, Inc. to V-Tech, 
Inc. Laboratories, and Dr. Swan was made Director of the Sonodyne Group 
in Morisville, North Carolina. 

GRADUATE STUDIES 

Following the institutional self-study in 1974, the Trustees and the 
University Administration decided to reaffirm its commitment to sound 
graduate-level studies. As a part of this commitment, a number of budgeted 
Graduate Assistantships and Tuition Grants were established. These enabled 
graduate advisors and the Graduate Dean to make awards on an annual basis. 
More money was made available for the professional development activities 
of graduate faculty members and for library acquisitions in the various fields 
in which graduate study is offered. During the period between 1968 and 1980, 
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three new major fields were introduced at the Master's level. A major in 
Marketing was added to the Master of Business Administration degree. Reading 
Specialist Education was added as an area of professional concentration on 
the Master of Education degree. During the same time frame, Elementary 
Education and Secondary Education have been'deleted as areas of major 
concentration on the Master of Arts degree, and the primary concentration 
in Economics and Finance was reduced to a concentration solely in Finance 
on the Master of Business Administration degree. A new major in Religion 
under the Master of Arts degree was approved in 1980 for implementation 
in 1981-82.57 

At the present time the Graduate Faculty is responsible for establishing 
the over-all standards for the Graduate School. The Dean of the Graduate 
School along with the Graduate Council is responsible for administering and 
interpreting those standards. Within these guidelines the degree requirements 
vary from major to major. All degree programs require the graduate student 
to maintain a graduate grade point average of 3.0 to be admitted to candidacy 
after completion of a specified number of hours and to pass a final compre- 
hensive examination.58 Up to and including December, 1990, graduate students 
can complete a Master of Arts degree a Master of Business Administration 
degree, a Master of Education degree, and a Master of Music degree. 

Students from Abilene and area must still commute at least 150 miles 
to pursue a doctoral program, and some do that. Perhaps in the future, the 
earning of a Ph.D. degree will be possible from one of the three city institutions 
or a consortium developed for that purpose. 


