
Three  
President Cooper's Administration 

B, between 1902 and 1909, enrollment 
quadrupled, academic standards rose, military training was installed, and 
annual Bible Institute training seminars were offered for both pastors and 
lay people, the only education in either Biblical study or church organization 
within a one hundred fifty mile radius. All of these changes were initiated 
by the brilliant and tenacious Oscar Henry Cooper, who arrived to serve as 
the fifth president. 

O. H. Cooper was descended from a long line of professionals, including 
physicians, authors, politicians, teachers, and clergymen. His father, a medical 
doctor, received his training in the northern states but began his first practice 
in Shreveport, Louisiana. He moved to Texas shortly thereafter and remained 
in Panola County, Texas, until his death in 1869. He was a pioneer of that 
county, and his son was born there in 1852, the oldest of five children, three 
of whom died in childhood. The doctor cleared the land, worked hard, and 
prospered. His son, therefore, grew up on a plantation surrounded by servants. 

Young Cooper walked a mile each day from the plantation to a one-room 
log schoolhouse. Cooper later said, "Others sat on rude benches, but 1 had 
a chair brought from home."1 As was common, he also brought textbooks 
from home for his studies. 

At age eight, he stayed with his grandfather in Carthage to attend school 
for a year, then moved to Ballview in Rusk County until the Civil War began. 
At home for a year, he read Greek history and mythology, the plays of 
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Shakespeare, most of the famous British essayists, and even parts of his father's 
medical books.2 His father brought home Davis' New School Arithmetic 
and told Oscar to learn arithmetic so well that if all the arithmetic books 
were burned, Oscar himself could write a new one. It was still wartime when 
he went to school in Marshall. After thorough preparation on his part and 
under his father's tutoring, he applied and was accepted at Yale University. 
Cooper had finished only his sophomore year at college when his beloved 
father and mentor died. He immediately returned home to find that his father's 
estate was bankrupt, and his mother had been diagnosed as having an incurable 
illness. During these years of childhood and adolescence, some sense of 
noblesse oblige seemed to have been instilled in Cooper. He had a disciplined 
way of working, which resulted in multiple accomplishments, as well as such 
a developed sense of personal duty that he cared for his invalid mother for 
over forty years while succeeding in each professional undertaking. After 
collecting what he could on his father's past due medical accounts, he 
eventually finished Yale a year behind his classmates, but did so well as to 
be elected into the national honor society, Phi Beta Kappa. Cooper traveled 
on borrowed money to study in Germany for a year, and returned to teach 
summer school in Panola County. 

At the age of twenty-one, he was invited to become president of Henderson 
Male and Female College in 1873 and accepted, although he felt overwhelmed 
by the responsibility. The school had an enrollment of about two hundred, 
the majority studying at high school level, and Cooper had the main teaching 
responsibilities.3 Naturally, some of his students were older than he. He taught 
from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., five days a week , and spent another five or 
six hours a day in preparation and grading. Cooper is quoted as saying: 

1 had one affair de coeur while I lived at Henderson ... a stately 
and beautiful maiden, who had graduated in the college after four 
years study, carrying away with her something more than her diploma. 
We cared a great deal for each other, but poverty and ambition stilled 
the story, and we drifted apart. It is fair to say that I had then the 
entire responsibility and care of my mother, an invalid for forty years, 
and a younger brother. My first duty was to them. I have had my 
full share of both riches and poverty, but I have not yielded or 
succumbed to either. I may say from my own experience that wealth 
and poverty are necessary ingredients in life, but the best things in 
my life have not depended on either.4 

While presiding at Henderson College, he was invited to several other 
institutions, but he refused the invitations and stayed for six years.5 
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In 1879, at a conference on education in Austin, Cooper began his fight 
for a university for the state. Opinions on the question of the establishment 
of a University of Texas were divided since some felt that all moneys available 
should be divided among existing institutions, and others felt that these 
institutions were inadequate to meet the need for higher education. Cooper 
became a member of the faculty of Sam Houston Normal Institute in Huntsville. 
During that time he remained actively involved in the fight for a state university. 
He was asked by the State Teachers Association to prepare the proposal for 
the governor which contained reasons for a university and to prepare an 
outlined plan for its organization. Frequent letters between the two men 
followed. The university was eventually established in 1891. Almost fifty years 
later Cooper returned to teach a course at this school, now known as the 
University of Texas. In one of his lectures on the history of education, he 
explained how two senators had invited him fifty years before to write up 
a bill introducing the organization of the university as well as a proposed 
location, which he did. He believed at that time that the university would 
eventually "be the greatest state university on the continent"6 and was excited 
to see that its reputation was growing. 

O. H. Cooper next became principal of the high school in Houston in 
1885.7 There he met Mary Bryan Stewart, daughter of a physician, who 
attended a summer normal school program in Marshall when Cooper was 
in charge. They were married in 1886.8 Cooper became State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for Texas from 1887 to 1890. He wrote volumes of official 
reports, delivered over one hundred addresses on various facets of the public 
school system, wrote a long prospectus entitled "The Conditions and Prospects 
of the Public School System of Texas," and later wrote a textbook entitled 
The History of Our Country, which was used for many years in the public 
schools.9 The degree of LL.D. was conferred on him by Peabody College in 
Nashville, Tennessee, in 1891. 

The Cooper family moved to Galveston, where Cooper became super- 
intendent of the city's public schools. This move not only increased his salary 
greatly but also gave him the opportunity to build up a system of schools 
second to none. In 1892, Dr. Cooper was placed in charge of a School of 
Methods established by the state for preparing of teachers—a perfect platform 
for him to expound his ideals.10 After six years in Galveston, Cooper resigned 
and moved back to his boyhood home of Carthage. 

Another three years passed before he assumed the presidency of Baylor 
University at Waco.11 Baylor was having difficulties of several kinds, but 
President Cooper had always enjoyed a challenge and gladly accepted the 
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new administrative post. His inaugural address included Hebrews 12:1-2: 
Wherefore seeing we also are encompassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which does 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us. 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith .... 

He brought to the Baylor faculty new members of high academic rank, 
initiated military drill, established a Department of Pedagogy, and further 
broadened the curriculum, all in three years. Despite all this, he resigned under 
a cloud of unresolved difficulties which were never made public.12 Although 
the Baylor trustees composed a glowing letter listing all the good he had done, 
Cooper could, at times, be severe, outspoken, and tactless, and the severance 
of this relationship may have come from both sides. He had hoped, earlier, 
to be the first president of the University of Texas, but had alienated too many 
powerful people there and was never invited. 

In 1902, Dr. Cooper accepted the presidency of Simmons College. He 
devoted almost twenty-six years of his life after that to the college and to 
the city of Abilene. Dr. Cooper quickly realized that the academic standard 
must be raised and the curriculum remodeled. Because of his wide influence 
and reputation, he was able to bring to the faculty scholars of high standing. 
Professors were paid about $1,000 a year, and instructors earned $600 
annually. Cooper continued the academy, which contained grades nine 
through eleven. Graduates of the academy and affiliated high schools were 
admitted without an entrance examination, and transfer students were granted 
credit with certain restrictions. At the end of his first year in administration, 
he instituted the giving of a diploma reading "Licentiate in Arts" to "graduating" 
college students, a practice which allowed them the equivalent of two years 
of college standing. 

Several students who began at the college level before Cooper's admin- 
istration and thought they would graduate with a standard college diploma 
were forced to take up to four more years as Cooper tightened the graduation 
requirements. Eventually, the curriculum standards allowed a student taking 
fifteen hours per week for four years to complete a Bachelor's degree. (Some 
took advantage of new summer school programs.) The curriculum was 
strengthened until the college level curriculum equalled the standing of most 
other small colleges in the country. The first people recognized for graduating 
Magna Cum Laude graduated in 1912. 
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FACULTY 

During Cooper's seven years of administration, he hired four faculty 
members who held Ph.D. degrees and eight who held either Bachelor's or 
Master's degrees.13 The professor who was to gain the largest reputation was 
a young man from Kansas. Julius N. Olsen was born May 5, 1873, in Chicago, 
and, at age five, moved with his parents to Kansas. He was one of the first 
three to graduate from the public schools of his home county in a small school 
near Norway, Kansas. He attended Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas, in 
both the academy and then the college, where he completed a Bachelor of 
Science degree. From Bethany, Olsen went to Yale University where he earned 
a Ph.D. degree with honors. After he taught mathematics at Simmons for three 
years, Olsen studied physics for a summer in Berlin, followed by a semester 
at Cambridge University under Sir J. J. Thomason, the world's foremost 
physicist at the time. He also did post-graduate work at the University of 
Kansas, the University of Colorado, and the University of Wisconsin. 

Upon finishing his Ph.D., he thought it would be an adventure to go 
to a newly developing part of the country, since he had not decided to make 
teaching his life's work..When the young man arrived in Abilene, he had to 
ask several people downtown before he could find anyone who knew where 
the school was—which was disconcerting, to say the least. He spent the night 
at the Windsor (Palm) Hotel at Second and Cypress. When he went out to 
Simmons College the next morning, those six brick buildings about which 
Dr. Cooper had written him looked very insignificant—five were the two- 
room boys' cottages.14 "Old Main," as the central building came to be called, 
was the only building of substantial size. Olsen, who had not only studied 
at one of the foremost universities in the United States, but had seen the 
continent and studied in England, had to convince his reluctant bride to leave 
her parents' comfortable home in Kansas and come to live in Abilene. 

Olsen married during his first Christmas holiday from Simmons College. 
Clara Anna Nelson was born of Norwegian parents who had migrated to 
Kansas. She was sent to a private girls' academy in Concordia, Kansas, where 
she studied languages, piano, and music from her twelfth year to her early 
twenties. Julius Olsen had been courting her as he finished his Ph.D. work. 
The couple stayed in Abilene at first on a year to year basis but were received 
so eagerly that they gradually put down roots in the little western community. 

Over the next several years, the Olsens had five children. Young Julius 
Nelson Olsen died at the age of five during an epidemic of measles in 1913. 
Simmons College dismissed classes the day of the funeral, and athletic teams 
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canceled their trips because the Olsens had earned that degree of regard among 
students as well as peers in only ten years. The couple established an 
endowment for the Julius Nelson Olsen Medal in 1914 in memory of their 
young son. The Olsen Medal, awarded to the student having the highest 
cumulative grade point average, was awarded for the first time at the 1916 
commencement to Mildred Paxton (Mrs. Dan Moody of Austin). Ollie Lena, 
one of the Olsen's daughters, won the medal in 1935. It continues to be 
awarded annually at spring commencement to the graduate who has the 
highest grade average, has exemplified the highest scholarly achievement, and 
has completed at least ninety semester hours of residence credit at HSU.15 

During his professional career, Dr. Julius N. Olsen was a member of several 
professional societies. He was one of those who established Alpha Chi Academic 
Societies in the South, acted as National President and established a local 
chapter at Simmons. He taught mathematics, physics, chemistry, geology, and 
botany with expertise and enthusiasm and headed the Department of Science 
for forty years. His family, his students, his colleagues, and indeed the city 
grieved at his death in 1942. 

In 1944, a Liberty ship used as a troop carrier in World War II was named 
in his honor and christened by Mrs. Olsen and Ollie Lena. Claudine, her 
older sister, and Ollie Lena, in 1990, still lived across the street from the 
campus in the family home. They established an endowment to enable the 
Olsen medal to continue to be awarded each spring. Regina (Mrs. Meredith 
Lewis) is deceased, and brother Julian Olsen was living in California and 
visiting Abilene from time to time. 

The late Rupert N. Richardson, himself a giant of scholarship, wrote that 
Olsen was uniformly recognized as a great teacher, a gentleman, and a 
sympathetic and understanding Christian. Tributes and messages poured in 
from all over the continent when he passed away as people recognized that 
Olsen could have chosen many places on the continent to build his career. 
In the Sid Richardson Science building is a plaque honoring this great teacher 
who chose to give himself to the students of West Texas, and a lecture hall 
which was built with a memorial fund in his honor. 

Along with Olsen, President Cooper hired James H. Coleman, A.M., from 
William Jewell College, who acted as registrar, taught commercial subjects, 
and introduced "Basket Ball" to Abilene. The game was played on any open 
field court, and only girls played at first. Coleman eventually became prominent 
in Baptist affairs in New Mexico. R. A. Kimbrough, a Mississippian who earned 
a Ph.D. from the University of Berlin, taught philosophy. John Martin Telleen, 
Ph.D. from the Sorbonne, was enticed to come as Professor of English language 
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and literature to strengthen an already good program. P. S. Hargrove, A.B. 
from Baylor and Yale, came to teach English and oratory. Lee R. Scarborough, 
A.B. was in charge of Bible instruction, homiletics, and missions. Scarborough 
had been ordained at First Baptist Church in Abilene in 1896. After serving 
for four years as pastor in Cameron, Texas, he returned to Abilene as pastor 
from 1901-08. Scarborough next moved to Fort Worth, where he became 
the professor of Evangelism at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
for twenty-seven years and president for twenty-one years. 

In 1903, Charles T. Ball, Th.M. from Southern Baptist Seminary, was 
added as Instructor of Bible and Professor of English. Later he became Dean 
of the Bible Department. His wife instructed in art with a B.L. from Salem 
Female College, North Carolina. C. H. Lewis, B.S. from Rochester University 
and former Director of Music at Stetson University, was Professor of Music. 
Miss Johnny Colbert of Anson, Texas, became "lady principal," head of the 
Academy. Miss R. M. Hazlehurst came to teach painting and drawing after 
studying with the Artists League in New York City. Another instructor in Art 
at this time was Miss Hobbs. An exhibit and reception for her students was 
given in 1908 and much acclaim was given to the excellent work of her class. 
The paintings revealed conscientious effort on the part of the pupils and artistic 
knowledge on the part of the teacher. Miss Hobbs was the recipient of many 
honors for her work at exhibits held in Georgia, New York City, and the West 
Texas Fair, where she showed her work after coming to Abilene.16 Captain 
Abell D. Hardin was Instructor in Military Tactics.17 Provisions at school, living 
conditions, academic standards, enrollment, and quality of life had all im- 
proved. 

The popular Professor J. A. Tolman of El Paso came with an M.A. from 
the University of Chicago, and later finished a Ph.D. there. While in Chicago, 
he acted as assistant editor in the compilation of Webster's Imperial Dic- 
tionary. He left Simmons to become President of Howard Payne University 
in Brown wood in 1918. 

Florence A. Price was instructor of Expression and Physical Culture. 
Trained at the famous Curry School of Expression in Boston, she taught for 
eight years in a co-educational school in Arkansas, moved for one year to 
a girls' school in Alabama, but wanted to go back to co-educational classrooms. 
In a letter written after retirement, she remarked that when she arrived in 
West Texas, she noticed the students had a freer and more aggressive spirit 
which made instruction difficult for her at first. She must have been an excellent 
teacher, for R. N. Richardson gave her entire credit for his ability in public 
speaking.18 
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Under President Cooper, the faculty members were divided into faculty 
committees for the first time. Most of these people stayed longer than teachers 
had in the early, more difficult days. Because of Cooper's academic reputation 
in Texas and beyond, he was able to entice a more scholarly group of faculty 
members to the college than most of those who had taught at Simmons up 
to his coming. 

CURRICULUM 

Courses in the junior and senior years were largely elective. Freshmen 
were required to choose five of ten courses offered which included Latin, 
Greek, French, German, Spanish, and English, as well as mathematics, chemistry, 
history, and Bible. To this list, the sophomore offerings added trigonomotry, 
physics, diction, and philosophy.19 Course offerings up until the 1930s were 
smaller in number than present curriculum offerings but arduous in content. 

A summer semester was begun in 1903 and opened the way for students 
who failed in their regular work to make up deficiencies or to complete work 
more quickly. Courses were offered in all the regular branches of instruction 
in the curriculum, and the teaching staff was composed of the regular university 
faculty members. 

Five courses in the Bible Department were offered in 1903-04. These 
courses were intended primarily for ministers and missionaries, but they were 
open to all students. They ranked as college electives according to the number 
of hours covered. During the following few years, several pastors served as 
visiting lecturers or adjunct professors.20 

Cooper organized the Simmons Bible Institute, which began in 1905 as 
a series of lectures spread over ten days. Over the next few years, the speakers 
included Cooper himself; R. M. Inlow of Kansas City, evidently a noted lecturer 
on Sunday Schools; R. T. Hanks, pastor of the First Baptist Church, where 
the lectures were held; W. O. Carver, D.D., a highly regarded professor from 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; and J. B. Gambrell, D.D., of Dallas, 
then Secretary of the Baptist General Convention of Texas and its former 
president. This group of men were all important to Baptist work at the time. 
They included, also, B. H. Carroll teaching Systematic Theology; J. C. Burkett, 
Practical Theology; Joe English, leader of the Baptist Young People's Union; 
S. P. Brooks, Christian Education; George W. Baines, Hymnology; J. W. 
Gillion, New Testament Evangelism; J. M. Carroll, Christian Education; M. 
B. Hunt, Practical Theology; Robert Bruce Smith, Pastoral Theology; and the 
famous George W. Truett, Practical Theology. 21 
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Through newspaper announcements, all of Abilene was invited to attend, 
along with the ministerial and other interested students and many preachers 
from the surrounding towns. In 1909, J. Frank Norris, who was editor of 
the Baptist Standard in Dallas at that time, gave the opening address for 
that year's series. (Norris had not yet begun to separate himself from the 
mainstream of Southern Baptists). All who attended more than half the lectures 
were awarded a certificate. "Woman's Day" was held on the Friday for women 
interested in church development. The non-sectarian nature of most of the 
lectures is important. The Bible Institute grew in reputation and numbers, 
but held its last session in the fall of 1918 when the Bible Department expanded 
its full-time faculty, and new academic standards made it necessary to take 
semester-long courses for credit.22 

A new addition to the Music Department was C. H. Lewis, M.D. Frustrated 
by the keen disappointment and anguish he felt when he could not help 
patients due to the limitations of existing medical knowledge, Lewis left the 
profession of medicine and turned to music. After two years of study in piano 
and organ in New York City, he taught in several cities before coming to 
Abilene in 1902. During his first two years at Simmons, he expanded the 
University program to include piano, voice, organ, harmony, violin, mandolin, 
and guitar, and he created a college band. In the summer of 1903, the college 
furnished space in the chapel auditorium of the Main Building for Professor 
Lewis to build a pipe organ, "eighteen feet high, of two manuals, twenty- 
six stops, and five combination ventils."23 

Dr. Lewis left Simmons for two years and in his place James William 
Taylor was employed, following by Edward Holmes Fletcher. An A.B. from 
Harvard plus studies in Leipzig in piano and composition from 1903 to 1908 
made Fletcher an impressive addition. As Professor of Music and principal 
teacher of piano, he gave the annual Fall Faculty Recital of 1908 playing his 
own composition.24 He may have been the first music teacher at Simmons 
who engaged in music composition. Joseph Rosenfeld was admitted as a 
teacher of violin but remained only one semester before moving to teach at 
Polytechnic College in Fort Worth. He returned by invitation several times, 
however, to give concerts in Abilene in later years.25 After studying in New 
York City, John B. Ely was employed in 1905 to teach students of stringed 
instruments. One of his students, Brooks Morris, later served as the conductor 
of the Fort Worth Symphony and taught violin at Texas Christian University.26 

In the 1902-03 catalogue, a School of Oratory is listed for the first time, 
offering a two-year course of study. The junior year continued with elocution 
electives, and the senior year was designed to teach public address.27 Public 
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debate was the main activity of the student literary societies. Lofty subjects 
were debated by the orators: "The Old South and the New," "Should We 
Resist in the Philippines?" and "The Conquest of Righteousness." 

The Periclesian and Mary Simmons societies continued to promote 
debating as well as social fellowship. The Pope Literary Society for girls and 
the Cliosophic Oratorical Society for boys were formed during these years. 
The Simmons Oratorical Club (S.O.C.), a women's club of seven members, 
was formed in 1907, also, to promote oratory. The Philomathian Society had 
an enrollment of about eighty-five men by 1909. In the fall of 1909, a third 
group for men was organized exclusively for ministerial students and named 
"The Phano Literary Society." 

W. C. Reeves, a popular divinity student, won the Smith medal for oratory 
in 1908, with second place going to Elijah P. Hicks. Reeves was awarded 
a $50 gold medal offered by J. Frank Norris in 1909. John P. Hardesty, who 
became a well known preacher in West Texas, won the Norris medal in 1910. 
When Hardesty published his autobiography entitled John Pettigrew Hardesty: 
Pioneer Preacher of the Plains, in 1950, he mentioned that forty years ago 
he had won first place but never received the medal, nor did any winners 
for years after, although it continued to be awarded in Norris' name. Norris 
received an honorary LL.D. from Simmons at the 1910 commencement 
ceremonies, and even congratulated Hardesty —but didn't produce the 
"gold."28 

The Art Department was moved to more spacious quarters, and art exhibits 
were held frequently. Students continued to enter their work at the annual 
West Texas Fair. By 1908 some students received certificates of merit from 
the art department. 

The second school catalogue listed The School of Business as a new area 
of study. Although the School has undergone several name changes in its 
history, it has the same name in 1990 that it carried in 1893. This first 
curriculum included the following: 

Bookkeeping, Single and Double Entry, Commercial Law, Business 
Correspondence, Business Practice in the Forms and Use of Com- 
mercial Paper, Theory and Practice in the Science of Accounts as shown 
in all Forms of Business .... Instruction in Penmanship, Practical 
Grammar, Spelling, and Business Arithmetic. 

The catalogue also stated that "Stenography and Type Writing will be 
taught, if a class is formed."30 Students were given "preparation for the practical 
duties and requirements of business life."31 Classes were aimed at "the farmer, 
the professional man, the retail or wholesale merchant, the jobber, the 
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manufacturer, joint stock companies, the banker, etc."32 Students enrolled 
in the College were required to take courses from an area called History and 
Economics. 

The instructors still had to teach in several different academic disciplines. 
The 1907-08 catalogue, for instance, listed Albert Ross Abernathy, A.M., 
Th.M., as Professor of Biblical Interpretation and Instructor in History and 
Economics. The registrar, T. N. Carswell, offered instruction in shorthand, 
typewriting, or bookkeeping.33 

ATHLETICS 

Football, baseball, track, and tennis were already popular at this time. 
The Corral of 1908 states: 

Every student has, or should have, a certain amount of time for resting 
after hours of vigorous mental study. Some make use of this time by 
sitting quietly in their rooms, some by congregating together and 
smoking, and others in various other ways, many of which fail to give 
the desired rest. Again, boys in school must have some common 
pursuits, wherein they can mutually sympathize. Some seek this 
common pursuit in the streets; some in late hours; some in tobacco; 
some in unwholesome conversation; but of all the common interests 
in school life, the base ball diamond, the football and basket ball field, 
and the tennis courts are the healthiest and the most profitable base 
of association.34 

Karl A. Krause, A.M., from Eureka College, Illinois, Professor of Lan- 
guages, introduced the sport of football at Simmons, since he had played in 
his student days at the University of Chicago. In 1897 Simmons College became 
the first school in Abilene to play football.35 The first important game was 
played at the local fair in early September,  although the football uniforms 
did not arrive until December. Helmets were not used—the game was brutal. 

Football was just beginning in Texas so the "town and gown" teams asked 
the president of the Fair association to referee. He had never seen a game 
but, being a lawyer, he kept the rule book in his hand and referred to it for 
each decision with the same seriousness he would have used in a law court, 
which made for a long game. Simmons finally won 12-0. The next year, 
however, the "Town Kids" were the winners.36 

By the autumn of 1904, the Simmons football team, coached by Dallas 
Scarborough, played Midland, Fort Worth University, and Weatherford. 
Scarborough began coaching while in his senior year at Simmons. Substitutes 
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did not "count," so in photographs eleven men are shown to make up the 
football team. In early years, Simmons also played Howard Payne and Daniel 
Baker College in Brownwood, John Tarleton at Stephenville, and Scranton 
Academy in Scranton.37 In 1907, the West Texas College League was formed. 
By 1908, Scarborough coached the team to its first pennant, even though 
the players averaged only about 155 pounds each. 

The athletic field was improved during Cooper's administration, and a 
440-yard track was built around it. Track and field meets were held annually. 
The Men's tennis club had its court near Anna Hall. The few young women 
playing tennis were named the Anna Hall Tennis Club. Women tennis players 
dressed in long-sleeved white blouses and ankle-length white skirts. One can 
only imagine the fatigue of female competitors trying to play tennis in the 
hot weather of West Texas. Elegant photos of each group are in the 1922 
Bronco. 

Basket Ball began as a woman's sport and was spelled as two words. The 
girls played on a rough grass court. They wore black, baggy bloomers, white 
middy blouses, and long black stockings. The women's Dixie Basket Ball Team 
played matches wherever they could, beginning in 1908. The girls' teams 
of 1911, 1912, and 1913 did not lose a game. 

Men's Basket Ball began in 1908. The men wore sleeveless tops, shorts 
to the knees, and knee socks. 

MILITARY TRAINING 

Military science and tactics were introduced in 1901 to promote soldierly 
qualities of manliness, courtesy, accuracy, promptness, and devotion to duty. 
The 1901-02 catalogue explained, "The military drill strengthens the body, 
renders the joints supple, the muscles quick and accurate in action, throws 
back the head and shoulders, expands the chest and invigorates all the vital 
organs—in short, adds a new zest and a new lease on life."38 

President Cooper required all able-bodied young men at school to take 
part in military-type training three or more times per week. The weapons 
along with the uniforms of cadet gray similar to those worn by cadets in the 
U. S. Military and Naval Academies were provided by the government. 

COLLEGE PUBLICATIONS 

New school publications began in 1902 with The Baptist, a weekly paper, 
and the Simmons College Monthly. In 1902, Oscar Henry Cooper, Jr., eldest 
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son of Dr. O. H. Cooper, enrolled in the Academy and started The Simmons 
Corral as a bulletin to alert students to everything from Board of Trustees' 
decisions to community news to problems and joys of campus life.39 In 1907, 
the Western Evangel became the weekly college periodical, replaced by the 
Brand in 1917. 

Meanwhile, a college yearbook, the Bronco, was published for the first 
time in 1908. The Bronco was a slim volume, about one-eighth its present 
size. It included a list of all graduates beginning with the first three in 1895. 
Black and white oval-shaped portraits of each graduating senior were included 
in the first issue of 1908 along with a short character sketch of each student. 
There were written descriptions of the literary societies plus group photographs 
of each club with its motto, colors, and song. The black and white paperback 
annuals contained advertisements from local businesses. Each yearbook was 
dedicated to people chosen by the graduating class, including favorite faculty 
members, financial supporters, and friends of the school. During the war years 
the books were dedicated to the students serving in the Armed Forces.40 

BUILDINGS 

Several buildings were added during Cooper's tenure. When he arrived 
in 1902, the property valuation was $50,000.41 A beautiful three-story brick 
dormitory, Anna Hall, named after Sarah Anna Simmons, the granddaughter 
of James B. Simmons, opened in September of 1903. The first floor contained 
a dining room for one hundred girls, a parlor, and a suite of rooms for the 
chaperones and their family. The second and third floors had eighteen 
bedrooms, several bathrooms, electricity, and wood stoves for heating.42 The 
hall was remodelled in 1925 at a cost of $20,000 to be used as the campus 
library. In 1949, this building was converted into a student center but was 
razed in 1961 to make room for Moody Center.43 

In 1907, Billie Cowden Hall was built as a men's dormitory. It was named 
after "Uncle Billie" Cowden, a Midland rancher whose sons donated the first 
$5,000 toward construction. It was built on the site of the present Mabee 
Physical Education Building Complex across from Ferguson Hall, facing what 
is now the back of the Richardson Library. The building burned beyond repair 
in 1922. 

Charles T. Ball, in writing a promotional piece in The Examiner in 1911, 
suggested that only about ten percent of the young people in the country 
had the funds necessary to meet the required expenses of attending college. 
In this era, a young man could find part-time work, but there were almost 
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no positions open for young women.44 In September, 1908, a program for 
female students was begun by which they could receive an education at 
Simmons while cooking and housekeeping to pay for materials, tuition, and 
board. This program included instruction in Industrial Arts and Commercial 
Science; hence, it came to be known as the Industrial Home for Girls. The 
plan was successful enough to warrant building a home and dormitory 
containing sixty rooms at the cost of $40,000. It was opened in 1910 under 
the supervision of Dr. and Mrs. G. W. Smith. The girls were asked to pay 
$5 per month for room and board (the average salary of a working man was 
around $ 1,000 a year), and the young women did all the work of the home— 
cooking and cleaning for over one hundred people as the duties were assigned. 
This was a successful option for many young women. The name of the building 
was eventually changed to Smith Hall in honor of the couple. Dr. Smith died 
on December 28, 1914. He had been influential in the progress of the school 
for almost a quarter of a century.45 

With the successful completion of this third new building, Cooper was 
able to report by the end of 1908 that the value of the plant, including 
endowment, had reached $200,000. 

FOUNDERS DAY 

On April 17, 1907, the whole school honored the memory of James B. 
Simmons. "The services began at nine o'clock, the different societies marching 
in order to the chapel hall and after exchanging societies' yells, all joined 
in singing, 'Holy, Holy, Holy."46 Pastor Lee Scarborough gave a short bio- 
graphical sketch of the life and beneficence of the Simmons family. The first 
mention of the reading of I Corinthians 13 is in the account of this first 
Founder's Day. Subsequent convocation ceremonies have always included the 
reading of this scripture. From this first remembrance ceremony grew the 
annual Founders' Day, when graduates and exes of fifty years or more are 
honored annually by an invitation to a mid-week dinner meeting followed 
by a day of activities. These include a special chapel program where each 
member is awarded a medallion imprinted with the university seal, a memorial 
service at the cemetery led by student leaders enrolled at the school at the 
time, and informal reminiscing. 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE ON CAMPUS 

Much emphasis was placed on spiritual life, and a student who did not 
have an open mind and heart towards God and the Bible would have been 
unhappy at Simmons in those years. Cumpulsory instruction in Bible was 
given by Lee R. Scarborough. Attendance at chapel each weekday was required. 
Weekly prayer meetings in the dormitories were well attended. The Mission 
Board, comprised of students and teachers, met to study missions but also 
to do practical Christian work in the city and beyond. A Students' Christian 
Organization was popular. As well as being involved in these campus activities, 
all students routinely went to church each Sunday; about eighty percent of 
the student body claimed Baptist affiliation. 

For some years, the First Baptist Church held "College Night." One 
Saturday evening in 1905, Pastor Scarborough finished his message by 
announcing that he was declining an invitation to move to a San Antonio 
church and would remain in Abilene, much to the joy of both congregation 
and college administration. He was a highly regarded and longstanding 
member of the Board of Trustees. (A few years later, however, he left to become 
the president of the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary). That evening, 
also, Colonel J. H. Parramore gave an historical sketch of the school, and 
President Cooper spoke glowingly of the school.47 

ENROLLMENT AND FUNDING 

The college had supporters who gave financial gifts regularly, and Colonel 
James H. Parramore was one of the mainstays. In 1905, Parramore made a 
$5,000 gift toward a proposed endowment of $25,000, and his gift was 
matched by C. W. Merchant, his lifelong friend. Colonel Parramore was a 
colorful and valued citizen of Abilene. He was born in Early County, Georgia, 
in 1840. The family moved to Gonzales County when James was eight. He 
served for two years in the Civil War and was wounded in two separate battles. 
Although he retired from the army in 1864, he could not return to Gonzales, 
Texas, because of his wounds until 1865. He married Mary Jane Goodson 
in 1868, and they moved the next year to Runnels County, where he began 
ranching. The couple eventually had a family of seven children. 

In 1881, the Parramores moved to Abilene, where the family began living 
in a dugout, a one-room dwelling carved out of the side of a rise in the ground, 
literally "dug out" of the soil and then faced with timber posts with a crude 
door and, perhaps, a window. In a few months, a two-room house was built 
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of lumber with an adobe and rock chimney. Four years later, Parramore was 
able to build a large two-story home at 710 Orange Street, only the third 
such structure in Abilene. C. W. Merchant had a home north and west of 
Parramore's, built two years earlier. For many years, the two families staged 
annual barbecues, which hundreds of Abilenians enjoyed. By 1886, Parramore 
and a partner owned fifty-eight sections of land. After five years, he became 
the sole owner and restocked the ranch with Hereford cattle. Parramore was 
in partnership in several ventures. The Abilene Cotton Oil Company, one 
of his businesses, operated several gins. Parramore remained one of the largest 
cotton raisers in the state for many years. He and "Clabe" Merchant co-owned 
the San Simon Ranch in southeastern New Mexico. Parramore held mem- 
berships or executive positions in all professional associations connected with 
his occupations and still found time to be active politically, and serve as a 
deacon at the First Baptist Church. 

Parramore was an active member of the Simmons Board of Trustees from 
1894 to 1917. Nellie Sellers, his granddaughter and wife of the late Dr. Earl 
Sellers of Abilene, said that Parramore became upset by the brief uniforms 
the college boys wore while practicing track and field events. He built a high 
fence around the stadium grounds at the college so that no one could see 
the boys.48 The athletic stadium, Parramore Field, was named in his honor. 
In 1908, Colonel Parramore was asked to speak at the dedication of the new 
Billie Cowden Hall. During his remarks, he told the assembled boys not to 
use nails or tacks on the new walls. "Hearing afterwards that President Cooper 
felt he had been too hard on the boys, Parramore sent a custodian around 
to each room the next day with a handful of tacks. The boys got the message," 
Mrs. Sellers said.49 The college trustees, faculty, and staff came to depend 
on him as much for his sage advice as his continuing financial support.50 He 
died on July 4, 1917.51 His descendants continue to care for and support 
.the college to the present. 

By 1906, the value of the physical plant plus the endowment had reached 
$ 125,000.52 Over the next twelve months there were gifts of $50,000, part 
from the estate of Simmons, and part from the bequest of Mrs. Frank Morse 
of New York City. 

Tuition costs increased gradually, but did not increase enough to cover 
the cost of each student. Towards the end of Cooper's administration, cost 
of room and board ranged from $128 to $158 per year. Textbooks and 
stationery varied from $10 to $25 per year, as did laundry service. Miscel- 
laneous fees and tuition for the study of music, art, speech, and physical culture 
also constituted extra charges.53 The first mention of free tuition came in the' 
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catalogue of 1905-06. This help was offered to men training for the ministry 
and women preparing for mission work.54 Minor children of missionaries and 
ministers were to have half their tuition paid if they kept at least a seventy 
per cent average on the first three months' work. 

Scholarships for students majoring in the Bible Department included one 
given by the Honorable R. C. Crane of Sweetwater, Texas, in honor of his 
father, who had recently retired as president of Baylor University.55 (The HSU 
Library's Crane Collection of valuable papers was donated by Judge R. C. 
Crane). The G. W. Smith Scholarship, given by friends in honor of the Reverend 
and Mrs. G. W. Smith, and twenty other scholarships helped ministerial tuition 
greatly.56 Student club scholarships continued to help several students each 
year. A $50 scholarship available to women was begun in 1903 by Mr. and 
Mrs. H. C. Beal of Lubbock, in memory of Miss Mamie Beal, a student. The 
number of scholarships and awards had increased considerably by 1907: the 
W. R. Smith medal for English Oration, the Margaret H. Smith prize for highest 
general standing, the E. G. Schorsch medal given for oratory, the Ralph medal 
for improvement in art work as well as a prize for still-life art work, and several 
prizes for good housekeeping awarded to those who boarded in the Industrial 
Home. A Students' Aid Fund of $500 was begun in 1907 by Trustee J. B. 
Ashburn of Stamford to begin financial aid through low-interest, long-term 
loans. 

In 1907, Charles T. Ball, Dean of the Bible Department, was approached 
by the Board of Trustees to act as field agent to raise an endowment for Biblical 
instruction. One day, he was invited to speak during chapel to the students 
and teachers about his progress. At the conclusion, he asked those who had 
given money to share how they felt about what they had done. One student 
preacher said he had felt so good about giving the last time that he wanted 
to give $100 more now. This response began a chain reaction of spontaneous 
giving out of love and gratitude for the school. At the end of chapel, the 
accumulated contributions from teachers and students added up to $6,200 
toward the endowment. (The equivalent, today, would be close to $100,000). 
Doubtless, the experience of sacrificial giving brought a lasting spiritual benefit 
to many of the generous donors. 

By July, 1909, Ball had raised cash, notes, and pledges totalling $60,000, 
thus bringing the institution's endowment, actual and potential, to $120,000. 



Three 56 

COOPER'S LEADERSHIP ENDS 

Enrollment grew to 340 by the 1907-08 school year. By the following 
year, enrollment reached 465. Simmons College was almost two decades old 
and was beginning to forge ahead. The Board of Trustees continued to be 
a strong group led by the Honorable K. K. Legett. Most members of the first 
several Boards of Trustees are still familiar names to people in Abilene today. 

President Cooper resigned in 1909 primarily because of the school's 
financial problems. The whole country was suffering a recession, and the 
trustees were not able to come to Cooper's rescue themselves. Not only was 
he lacking his own full salary, but he also could not pay the rest of the faculty, 
nor all the other debts. Although he had assumed the financial responsibility 
of the college and eventually paid all the debts personally, it was a severe 
disappointment to him that there was not a sufficient number of people who 
realized the necessity for generous endowment of colleges, Simmons College 
in particular. He stated his position in a paper entitled "Ten Years' Experience 
as a College President and Some Conclusions."57 

Although Dr. Cooper resigned the presidency at Simmons, he had no 
intention of leaving teaching. At the age of fifty-seven, in a decade when the 
average life-span for men was about that same age, he built a two-story brick 
building on South Ninth Street and began the Cooper School for Boys. It 
was an elite school which operated only six years but enj oyed a wide reputation, 
and produced many strong graduates. The building was sold to the Sisters 
of Divine Providence of San Angelo, who formed Saint Joseph's Academy. 
The Academy continued successfully until the 1960s.58 The Coopers were 
always involved in Bible teaching. For many years he taught a large Sunday 
School class for men, and his wife, Mary, organized the 17th District Baptist 
Women's Missionary Union. Cooper and his faculty had improved the school 
in every way. 

The next president, Dr. J. D. Sandefer, eventually invited Cooper back 
to Simmons as Professor of Philosophy and then as Chairman of the Faculty, 
which allowed him a continuing place in the profession he loved. In 1925, 
Cooper was awarded the degree of Litt.D. by Simmons College. Dr. Cooper's 
fortitude continued even at the end of his life. He began to lose weight in 
the summer of 1932 and seemed to realize that his ill health would be fatal. 
He asked that his son be called to come from New York, and Cooper managed 
to say a few words of welcome and concern before slipping into a coma. He 
died August 22, 1932. After a memorial service at First Baptist Church, his 
body was buried in Abilene. O. H. Cooper had lived out the scripture he 
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had quoted so many years earlier; he had run with patience the race that 
had been set before him and had set an example for others who might excel 
in the field of education. 

Mrs. Cooper passed away in 1946.59 Dr. Cooper's most important papers 
are housed at the University of Texas. The second high school built in Abilene 
was rightly named Cooper High School in his honor. 

Because of his years of involvement in public education and leadership 
at state level, because of his textbook and articles on education, and because 
of his reputation for improving the academic environment in every position 
he held, Oscar Henry Cooper is still considered by many educators in Texas 
to be the teacher's teacher. 


