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Hardin-Simmons University has for years 
accorded time and place to the activities of 
the Ex-Students Association. At the annual 
banquet of the Associat ion, May 29, 1948, 
Mr. Walter G. J ennings, of the class of 1917, 
gave the principal address, using as his sub
ject "Devotion to a Cause," and making a 
plea for the perpetuation of the free institu
tions of America. 

Mr. Jennings, now manager Southwestern 
Region, Frigidaire Division, General Motors 
Corporation, resides in Dallas. He is a veteran 
of both World Wars. A colonel in the last 
contest, he served with distinction in North 
Africa, Italy, and other areas. 

The address won enthusiastic acclaim from 
some three hundred ex-students and guests 
present. Thereafter the Board of Trustees, 
on motion of T. N. Carswell, alumnus and 
trustee, voted that the address be published 
and distributed under the impntmature of 
the University. 
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Mr. Jennings: 

Thirty-one years ago it was my good for
tune to graduate from this great institution. 
At that time Simmons College was twenty
five years old. In the year 1892, the first 
President of the College, the Reverend W. C. 
Friley, arrived in Abilene to assume his 
duties. The good people of the First Baptist 
Church gave a reception honoring the new 
prexy and his family. A group of teen-age 
girls served ice cream and cake. It gives me 
great happiness to tell you that one of those 
charming girls is present here tonight, and 
I am proud to say that she is my mother. 
She and my father, who sits beside her, have 
been loyal Simmonsites all of these years. 
From early childhood I was encouraged to 
study hard and make good grades so that 
some day I could go to Simmons. I know 
you will pardon this personal remark, but I 
do want to say that it was my mother's 
sympathetic understanding and inspiring 
confidence together with father's stern 
though kindly attitude which made it pos
sible for the faculty to do anything with me. 
As some of you know, mother and father 
kept right on persuading, encouraging and 
inspiring until they had five Simmons di
plomas in the house to show for their four 
sons and one daughter. They have kept up 
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the good work, for next fall their eldest 
grandchild will become a Simmons freshman. 

This is the first time in many long years 
that I have been able to attend an Alumni 
and Ex-Students Banquet, and it gives me a 
thrill to be present and greet so many good 
friends. I considered it a signal honor when 
invited to participate in the program. I ac
cepted with a humble spirit and then began 
to wonder what I could say that would be 
worth-while. After all, I am neither a proph
et, nor professional entertainer. All of my 
experience has been as a business man and a 
citizen soldier. Furthermore, I have had 
little contact with the University and there
fore am not in a position to talk intelligently 
of current plans and future programs. I 
wrote Kenneth Hill for suggestions and he 
very kindly sent me some reference matter 
and offered some topics which might be used 
as titles. For this assistance I offer public 
thanks and I accept as a title for my remarks 
the topic-"Devotion to a Cause." 

There are a few people in the room who can 
remember the years when I was in Simmons. 
Profs. Arnette and Burnam were members 
of the faculty. Prof. Burnam and Mrs. Bur
nam were Senior Class chaperons. W. D. 
Bond and Jesse Hodges were members of 
my class. The years were 1914, 1915, 1916 
and 1917. War was raging in Europe. The 
United States entered the war in April of our 
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senior year. It was a serious time. Some of 
us had to hurry to complete our college edu
cation. I joined the Army within a month 
from grad~ation. 

A few nights ago I got out my copy of the 
1917 Bronco and spent a couple of hours with 
pleasant memories. The section devoted to 
the Oratorical and Debating Council held my 
attention. I had the honor of being a charter 
member and President of that organization, 
and my best college friends were included in 
the membership of fourteen. But the thing 
which impressed me the most was the sub
jects which were being debated by school 
boys in the year 1916-1917. There were two 
intercollegiate debates, two inter-society de
bates and one inter-class debate. Let me 
read you the five questions which were dis
cussed. 

1. "Resolved: That labor unions, as they 
now exist, are, on the whole, beneficial 
to the American people." 

2. "Resolved: That a defensive alliance 
among the American Republics should 
take the place of the Monroe Doctrine." 

3. "Resolved: That the United States 
should adopt a system of compulsory 
military service similar to the Swiss 
system." 

4. "Resolved: That the President of the 
United States should be elected for a 
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term of six years and be ineligible for 
re-election." 

5. "Resolved: That free institutions in 
America are permanent." 

All of these subjects sound like current 
newspaper headlines. In slightly different 
form, they are all burning questions of today, 
but I wish to direct your particular attention 
to the last one- "Resolved: That free insti
tutions in America are permanent." I won
der:-W. D. Bond was on the negative side 
of that debate thirty-one years ago, and re
gardless of the judges' decision at that time, 
I'll venture the guess that even W. D. won
ders today. 

Recently I read a little paper-bound book 
which was written by an American business 
man-Henry Grady Weaver by name. The 
title of the book is "Mainspring" and the 
author describes it as "the story of human 
progress and how not to prevent it." I have 
a few copies here with me and if it meets with 
your approval, Dr. Richardson, I shall be 
pleased to leave them for the University 
Library. I hope many of you will find it as 
interesting and stimulating as I did. In the 
meantime, I have Mr. Weaver's permission 
to use some of his thoughts tonight.1 

For 60 known centuries the earth has been 

1. See Mainspring, the Story of Human Progress and How 
NOT to Prevent It, published by Talbot Books, 6432 Cass 
Avenue, Detroit 2, Michigan, price $1.00 per copy. 
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inhabited by human beings not basically dif
ferent from us. Their desire to live has been 
just as strong as ours. They have had at 
least as much physical energy as the average 
person of today and among them have been 
men and women of great intelligence. 

But for 6000 years, most human beings have 
been hungry. 

Down through the ages, famines have 
always killed multitudes. Countless millions, 
struggling unsuccessfully to keep bare life 
in wretched bodies, have died young, in mis
ery and squalor,-and still do over most of 
this earth. 

Why have men died of hunger for 6000 
years? 

Why don't we die of hunger? Why? What 
makes the difference? 

Why did men walk and carry burdens on 
their backs for 6000 years-and then sud
denly, in one relatively small part of this 
world, we find a condition of progress, pros
perity and general well-being surpassing the 
fondest •dreams of all preceding ages? 

Why did people eke out a meager existence 
for 6000 years, living in floorless hovels, with
out windows or chimneys? 

Then after three generations, we in the 
United States, take floors, heating systems, 
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and glass windows for granted-and regard 
electric lights, running water, porcelain 
baths, and window screens as minimum ne
cessities of life! 

The challenging question is why? 

Why did workers go barefoot, in rags, with 
dirty bodies and unwashed teeth for 6000 
years, and then here in one brief century we 
<l'evel in lipsticks, nylon hose, shower baths, rfety razors, ice cream sodas and perman(>nt. 

aves? 
It is incredible if we but pause to reflect! 

1 Swiftly, in less than a hundred years, 
Americans have conquered the darkness of 
night from pine knots and candles to kerosene 
lamps, to gas-jets, then electric bulbs, neon 
lights, fluorescent tubes. 

We have created astounding defenses 
against weather from fireplace and stove to 
furnaces, radiators, automatic heat, insula
tion and air conditioning. 

We have made stupendous a'tt~cks on 
space from oxcarts, rafts and canoes to 
streamline trains, majestic ocean liners, auto
mobiles and airplanes. 

We have practically eliminated time in 
modern communications through telegraph, 
telephone and radio. 

We have moved from back-breaking drudg
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ery into the modern age of power, substitut
ing steam, electricity and gasoline for the 
brawn of man, and now we stand on the 
verge of a new era as we fathom the secrets 
of atomic power. 

The list could be expanded indefinitely, 
but of more importance is the fact that, along 
with it all, Americans have outdistanced the 
world in the spread of literacy, enlighten
ment, health, longevity, general well-being 
and goodwill toward others. {. 

In my own forty years of experience atjd 
memory, I have seen the most rapid advanc~s 
in the standard of living of a people ever 
achieved anywhere any time in the world. I 
have seen life in these United States grow 
more interesting and fuller in every way. I 
have seen dreams of youth come true to an 
amazing degree, and I have watched the ever 
present hope and ambition of the individual 
expand and develop and have been constant
ly inspired by the sparkle of life as reflected 
in the faces of the people everywhere in this 
land of ours. 

But I have also seen something of the rest 
of the world, primarily because of two mili
tary excursions to Europe and Africa. I have 
seen poverty, misery, and destruction beyond 
description. I have lived among people who 
never have enough heat to keep warm 
through miserable winters; who are always 
hungry; and who do not have even the ele-
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mentary tools of sanitation. I have watched 
men attempt to cultivate fields with a milk 
cow and a woman pulling a crude plow. I 
have stood by the side of mnay running 
streams and seen women-hundreds of wom
en-on their knees bending over the rocks 
and pounding the family wash in icy water 
in an effort to cleanse the clothes. 

I have seen the awful tragedy of war and 
what it does to retard progress in countries 
already far, far behind in the civilized ad
vancements of life which we here in the 
United States take for granted. But most dis
tressing of all is the attitude and outlook of 
the individual human being-the common 
people-men and women. Most of them are 
more or less innocent victims of a vicious 
condition and are merely going through the 
motions of life. There is nothing but work, 
more work, misery and more misery in their 
future. The expressions of their faces are 
pitiful-in fact they are almost expression
less. The lights of ambition and hope do not 
shine from their eyes. Smiles of happiness 
seldom appear. In short, for a great majority 
of the world's people, life is a meaningless 
existence. 

Contrast if you will the deplorable condi
tions of most of the world with the wonders 
of this country of ours. We have so much! 
It is impossible for one who has never been 
out of the United States to fully appreciate 
HARDIN-SIMMON'$ 3 
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the sweetness of life in our homeland. I for 
one feel that every man, woman and child 
should get down on his knees every day and 
thank God for the blessing of being born an 
American citizen, thank God for the privi
lege of living in this day and in these United 
States, thank God for the heritage which 
our fathers and grandfathers have given us. 

But-how did it come about? How can it 
be explained? 

Just what has been responsible for this 
unprecedented burst of progress which has 
so quickly transformed a hostile wilderness 
into the most prosperous and advanced 
country that the world has ever known? 

Maybe the best way to find the answer is 
first to rule out some of the factors that were 
not responsible. 

To say that it is because of our natural re
sources is hardly the answer. The same rich 
resources were here when the mound build
ers held forth. We Americans have no mo
nopoly on iron, coal, copper and other mate
rials. Such things have always been available 
to human beings and in all parts of the world. 

Is it because we work harder? Again the 
answer is "no," because in most nations the 
people work much harder on the average 
than we do. 

Can it be that we are a people of inherent 
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superiority? That sounds good, tickles our 
ego, goes over big at election time, but the 
argument is without foundation. 

Can it be that we have more energy, men
tal and physical, than other peoples of the 
world? That is not the answer either, but 
it is getting pretty close. 

We are not endowed with any superior 
energy, either mental or physical, but it is 
a fact that we, in these United States of 
America, have made more effective use of 
our human energies than any other people on 
the face of the globe-anywhere or at any
time! 

That is the answer, the real answer, and 
the only answer. 

It is a simple answer-too simple to be 
readily accepted, but the fact is that human 
beings survive on this earth only becaui.se 
their energy constantly converts other 
forms of energy to human needs and con
stantly attacks the non-human energies that 
are dangerous to human life. 

Some people come in contact with this 
important fact in their daily work-doctors 
and nurses for just one example. Most of us 
however are protected from the stern reali
ties of life most of the time. In the pursuit of 
our selfish interests it is easy for us to forget 
what it is that makes this wonderful life 
possible. 



But it is important that we do not forget, 
because when we do forget there is the 
danger of being misled by false ideas based 
on wishful thinking. 

There is no short-cut. The only way to 
create wealth is by applying human energy 
to natural resources. It all comes back to 
the matter of applying this human energy to 
the things and forces of nature, and the plain 
fact is that here in America human energy 
has operated more effectively than anywhere 
else. 

So again the question arises-"why?" 

And the answer is because each person has 
had freedom of opportunity to apply his 
energy, imagination and inventive ability to 
the creation of new things-with the chance 
of sharing in the fruits of his extra efforts. 
From the earliest dawn of mankind the prog
gress of any nation or people has been in 
proportion to the freedom of the individual 
citizen. 

The discovery that men are free is the 
greatest discovery of all time and it is essen
tially a religious concept. According to the 
fragmentary records it dates back to Abra
ham. Up to that time, and even since that 
time, most of the people on earth believed 
that they were at the mercy of prankish gods, 
and that there was no use trying to improve 
their conditions. 
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But Abraham challenged the fatalistic su
perstitions. He denied the existence of the 
pagan gods. He insisted that each individual 
was responsible for his own acts and account
able to the one and only God which is the 
God of Truth and Rightness. 

The descendants of Abraham had their ups 
and downs, but the record shows that most 
of their downs were because they forgot the 
teachings of Abraham and expected others 
to take care of all their needs. 

Moses was a leading exponent of individual 
freedom. The people wanted him to be their 
king so they could hold him responsible and 
blame him for everything, but Moses turned 
them down and kept on insisting that they 
were free, responsible for themselves, that 
there was no pagan god to control them and 
be responsible for them, and that no man 
could rule another man. 

Finally Moses reduced the teachings of 
Abraham to a written code of moral laws, 
and the Ten Commandments stand today as 
the first and greatest document of individual 
freedom in the known history of man. 

Each of the Ten Commandments is ad
dressed to the individual, as a self-controlling 
person, responsible for his thoughts, words 
and acts, and each of them recognizes liberty 
and freedom as inherent in the nature of 
man. The Decalogue of Moses is one of the 
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most amazing statements of truth that has 
ever been written, but it was too revolution
ary to find acceptance in the pagan world of 
the time and the ancient Israelites wanted a 
king rather than a code of personal conduct. 

As time went on we find Gideon and Sam
uel refusing to accept kingship over the 
people and preaching the philosophy of indi
vidual freedom and responsibility. 

But the knowledge that men are free is not 
enough. If the human race is to progress, 
then individual freedom must be combined 
and tempered with the principles of volun
tary cooperation based on a recognition of 
human brotherhood. 

Christ came upon the earth 2000 years after 
the time of Abraham. He reiterated and 
crystallized the teachings of the Hebrew 
prophets. He spoke of the God of truth and 
rightness-the God that does not control any 
man but who judges the acts of every man. 

And most important of all He brought a 
new commandment-the foundation of in
telligent self-interest and practical coopera
tion: love thy neighbor as thyself. Do to 
others as you would be done by. 

Although gentle and kindly, Christ was a 
fighter who brought a sword of truth that 
would destroy pagan kingdoms. He was fol
lowed by multitudes, but few understood the 
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full import of His teachings. Most of them 
looked upon Him as a leader who would set 
up the kind of kingdom that they had urged 
upon Moses, Gideon and Samuel. 

Christ could have had the kingdoms of the 
world-

Christ refused. 

History, since the time of Christ, is largely 
a record of conflict and compromise between 
paganism and freedom. 

But it was not until the founding of the 
United States that the Christian principles of 
individual freedom, self-faith and p~rsonal 
responsibility were used as the basis of a 
political structure. 

Its Constitution bristles with limitations 
upon the government, and the result has been 
a greater measure of security for Americans 
than for all other nations. America offered 
unlimited rewards for initiative, enterprise 
and wisdom, and she guaranteed no subsidy 
for laziness, incompetence or failure. This 
free way of life is a rugged painful business 
at times, but it has paid the biggest dividends 
on earth and it has been worth every weary 
mile of it. 

It is worth preserving and it is our solemn 
duty to see that it is preserved. We must be 
sure that our children inherit the same bless-
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ings of freedom which our fathers have be
queathed to us. 

Freedom appeals to man's strength; social
ism and communism-stateism in any form
appeal to man's weakness. Freedom teaches 
a man to stand independently on his own 
feet; the others teach him to lose himself in 
the protective herd. Freedom places its em
phasis on man himself; the others lose man 
in their emphasis on mankind . . 

The old world traditions and current ideol
ogies of many countries overlook some very 
important facts-

1. Only an individual human being can 
generate human energy and initiative, and 
these are spontaneous traits which cannot be 
forced from without. 

2. Only an individual human being can 
exercise efficient control over the energy that 
he generates. 

3. Only free men, cooperating in a free and 
friendly environment can make full and ef
fective use of their abilities, their initiative, 
their imagination, their creative faculties
their energy, if you please. 

4. The source of all human progress is the 
individual and not the group. 

Many of us who are only familiar with this, 
our own new world, are quite naturally in-
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clined to take much for granted and with 
leisure time on our hands, we find it easy to 
visualize a much better world,-as can any 
honest person. 

Our country is far from perfect, but when 
we imagine that a short cut to Utopia lies in 
the direction of substituting governmental 
control or centralized authority of any kind 
in the place of self-reliance and individual 
responsibility, we are falling into the ancient 
old world delusion which, for 6000 years has 
stagnated human progress and kept the vast 
majority of people underfed, underclothed, 
embroiled in wars and surrounded by famine 
and pestilence. 

Whenever an American acquires wealth or 
power or leisure time and then fails to be a 
good and honest steward of these benefits, 
then he not only denies the principles of 
America, he denies the principles of Chris
tianity. 

The answer, and the only answer, is for all 
of us as individuals to educate ourselves to 
the responsibilities as well as to the benefits 
of freedom. Some say that perhaps as a 
people we are not morally strong enough to 
be free. If that is the case, then we shall 
certainly lose our freedom, and it will not 
matter much what "ism" supplants Ameri
canism nor from which side of the Iron Cur
tain it may come. But this will not prove that 
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our free way of life was not the best way. It 
will only prove that we were not worthy of it. 

I take the optimistic view-that we are 
worthy of the benefits of freedom-that, with 
God's help, we are smart enough to combat 
the selfish forces of destruction from within 
as well as from without-that we will not be 
misled by well meaning but misguided ideal
ists and theorists. 

But I do say that a passive attitude on the 
part of individuals will surely lead us in the 
wrong direction. Each and every one of us 
must take a personal and active interest in 
maintaining our enviable position and in 
striving for greater achievements-not only 
for our own good but for the betterment of 
the whole world. It is the only course that 
holds any hope for God's people on this tur
bulent and wicked planet. 

And that is why I say, "Thank God for 
Hardin-Simmons University and all institu
tions like it." That is why I say, "Thank God 
for Dr. Richardson and this faculty and this 
Board of Trustees and other men of their 
kind who are unselfishly devoting their lives 
to the cause of Christian freedom and educa
tion." 

They and the free institutions of America, 
which my friend, W. D. Bond discussed in 
debate 31 years ago, are the bulwarks of civil-
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ization. They are our guarantee of even a 
better life to come. 

Now, to me and you may I say-they de
serve the fullest measure of support from 
each individual-moral support to be sure-
but we must be realistic and give financial 
support to the greatest extent possible con
sistent with our individual fortunes. This is 
not only our duty, but our privilege. For I 
unhesitatingly say to you that we will best 
serve the selfish interests of ourselves and 
our children by being unselfish in our sup
port of the free institutions of America. 

May I close by quoting a motto which has 
meant much to me throughout my life--

"To me has been entrusted a responsibility; 
I have accepted it; and I shall keep the faith." 
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