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SHALL t '8£ No# E s-r? 
SCRIPTURE : Zechariah 8:16a 
"These are the thing.§_ that ye shall d o: speak ye every man 
the truth to his neighbor. 11 

APPROXIMATE1.Y 500,000 GROCERY CARTS ARE STOLEN EVERY 
YEAR. IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED THAT 75% OF ALL DAMAGE 
CLAIMS DRIVERS REPORT TO INSURANCE COMPANIES ARE 
FRAUDULENT. ALMOST 5 BILLION DOLLARS OF TAX 
REVENUE IS LOST EACH YEAR BECAUSE OF DISHONEST TAX
PAYERS. Dv111w9 4 JS"fA,~R-i,d. WHILE POPULATION 
INCREASED 15% CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY INCREASED BY 
178%. WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF SUCH AN AVALANCHE OF 
DISHONESTY? 

I. THE AUSE OF DIS HONESTY 
--Isaiah 28:15 "We have made lies our refuge and under 

false hood have we hid ourselves. 11 --Why? 
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1. The Cause Not Personal Need 
--Prov. 30:8-9 "Remove far from me • .• poverty ... lest 

I be poor and steal and take (bear) the name of my 
God in vain. 11 

at : But facts reveal that the cause for dishonesty is 
not personal need. It has been said, "If a man misses 
three meals, he will borrow; if he misses six meals, 
he will beg; if nine, he will steal; if twelve, he will 
kill!" Yet this concept tells us nothing, for need 
does not even begin to cover the f ield of larceny. 
(C . A. Roberts, P. 86) 

Several months ago a movie actress took $86. 00 
worth of goods from a Los Angeles department stCllre. 
She insisted that she intended to pay later. A jury 
believed her and acquitted her. She was carrying an 
extremely large amount of money in her purse. The 
jury concluded that, since she did not need to steal, 
she did not intend to steal. (C .A. Roberts, p. 8 6) 

In the May, 1968 ~' page 24, we read: "The 
i a teena e sho li r in the United States is a girl 

(girls outnumber boys about 20 to 1 in thi s particular 
area of crime , presumably because the young female 
devotes considerably more time to legal shopping too . ) 
She is likely to be 16 years old (the dangerous ages 
are l..S to 17 for girls and 12 to 14 for boys), and her 
father probably is a business or professional man 
earning $3 5,000 a year or more. She gets a sizable 
allowance and has enough money to buy all she needs. 
When she is caught, she might well have enough cash 
in her purse to pay for what she has stolen. " 

There must be some cause mqre ~ound t_han this. What 
i s it? Why do people steal.? Why are t bey dishonest? 
Our failure to understand the basic motive behind 
larceny is related directly to our failure to understand 
the inherent sinfulness of the human personality which 

~ 1tself in selfishness. 
2. The Cause Is Selfishness 
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Jt.. , v~ .1-; <r1v.,e °f /IISAOIV,. 
--NOTE: There are only three ways in which man can 

come into possess ion of anyt hing. (1) By the free gift 
of anothe r person; (2) By work which merits s omet hing 
a s a l e git imate return; (3) or by theft. (Morgan, pp . 90 
91) 

Selfishnes s 
inherently disregards the rights of others . .. 

I -
Selfishness whi~ ,.[fcf uj t_s_,~IL. dishonesty seeks to get 

something for notYnng II ~ here ~ re many, many 
individuals today who would not think of stealing from 
an individual, but who think nothing at all of stealing 
from a bus iness, a corporation , t l}_e goyernment , or 
some other institution. 

3. Th Cause Is Perversion of Ho s ty 

Under the label ot 
honesty, four letter obscenities are widely tossed 
about in books, movies, televis ion, and everyday 
life. · · :;;c, b c,.j-h, - . .. 

n the name of honesty, manners are discarded, 
marriage vows are broken, family responsibilities are 
abandoned, education is rejected, civilization is 

crapped , and anarchy i s embraced . 
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All this is not actually concern for honesty. It is 
rather a rebellion against respectability 

Actually to be honest is to be sin re, straightforward 
upright , trustworthy, truthful. To be dishonest is to 
be false, crooked, deceitful , or a fraud . 

II. HE CURSE OF DISH_ONESTY 
--Ps. 119:104 God says 11 ! hate(e'1"er2) fa lse way 
--NOTE: Why does God hate dishonesty? When dishonesty 

seems to be the practice of so many , we may ask, "What's 
so wrong with d i shonesty? 11 The answer i s found in the 
curse of d i shonesty 

1. Is Seen In It' Perverted Pniloscrphy of"I.ife 
-- In Luke 10:3-3 7, Jesus tells the story of a man who 

was taking a journey from Jerusalem down to Jericho. 
He fell among thieves • .. a priest and a Levite came 
along, saw him , but pa ssed by on t he other side. A 
Samaritan came along ,helped the man, and ministered to 
a ll hi s needs. In this simple story, we have demonstra
ted three philosophies of life: (Allen, pp. 73-75) 

(1) "What belongs to mr:neighbor belongs to me and I 
will take it. 11 This is the philosophy of the r;nbbec 
the embezzler and the schemer. This philosophy 
encourages a person to · ... ,...,,.,. ... ,.. his means, to 
go in with no reasonable probability of being 
able to pay tb"' -::lebt, t o fail to g ive an honest day's 
work for a day ' s pay. 
(2) "What belongs to me is mme and I will keep it. 11 

This is the philosophy of the priest and Levite. Some 
people ' s measure of success is how much they can 
grab hold of and hold on to. They are "casket" men-
having room only for themselves and nobody else. 
The live in the spirit of the little girl who said: 
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"I gave a little party this afternoon at three; 
'Twa s very small, three guests in all, 

just I, myself, and me. 
Myself ate up all the sandwiches, 

while I drank up the tea, 
And it was I who ate the pie, 

and passed the cake to me." 
It is this philosophy that God attacks when he says , 
"Ye have robbed me in tithes and offeril)gs." 
(3) at belongs to me belongs to others, and I will 
share it." This is the philosophy of the Good Samaritan . 
Let us never forget that the right of private enterprise and 
ownership is not something we have earned. Rather it 
is our God-given privilege. God expresses his faith 
in us, but he also demands an accounting. Like any 
wise investor , God expects dividends . Suppose I p ut 
my money into company and the officers use all the 
profits for themselves. I would be cheated . Likewise 
we cheat God whe e reJ use to share with othe r s in 
Jesus' name. 

2. Is Seen In he Injury It Does to Others 

First, dishonesty robs the intangible . We steal no les s 
when we take from another values that a re not material. 
Take reputation for example. My reputation is t he 
capital upon which I do business. In the same propor
tion as you rob me of my good name, you a l so rob me 
:of my usefulness . And this you do without helping 
yourself in the least. This is what makes this kind 
of stealing so utterly devilish. It hurts others without 
helping one's self. It is like stealing bread from a 
hungry child with no better purpose than to throw it 
into the sewer. (Chappell, p. 123) . 

3. Is Seen In The Injury It Does To S f 
---NOTE: I 

The greatest wrong done by the 
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thief i done to himself. Dishonesty, in its mildest 
forms, cheats the cheater. At best it makes the one 
who practices it a parasite. The most pathetic thief 
is the one who is getting away with his d i s honesty. 
He convinces himself that he can beat the game and 
bring good out of evil. Thus he becomes morally color
blind, and runs pa st his capacity to repent! 

--ILLUS: "In Westwood, California, a 17 year-old 
physician's daughter shoplifted a two-dollar costume 
jewelry broach. She denied the theft to the police and 
so automatically had to appear before the juvenile 
court for a hearing. She was found guilty, and now has 
a record which cannot be expunged until she is 21 years 
old (or until five years have passed from the day of her 
conviction, whichever comes first). The girl wants to 
become a lawyer, but the police record--because of a 
two-dollar theft-- might keep her out of college or from 
getting a good job. Her probation officer, Al-ex Acker
man, says, 'If this kid had had any idea of what her 
shoplifting impulse could lead to, she wouldn't have 
done it in a million years.'" (May 19 68, Post, p. 2 7~ 

--NOTE: Dishonesty costs the young person the trust of 
confidence of others. i.e. Parents , "TRUST ME/ _ 
TRUSTWORTHY" 

~ .7f/£ C,AV~ff ;:µ,H~ c..vRse 
III. HE CURE FOR DISHONESTY 

--Prov. 30:8 "Remove me far from vanity and lie s . " 

--NOTE: The cure for dishonesty cannot be found in sheer 
physical punishment. Even the bodily mutilation of the 
Assyrians did not stamp out this wrong in their time. 
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Jll,., -- . 
There must be a remedy more effective and more basic 
than this. The remedy must deal with the neart: of man. 
1 ~ Believe That Honesty Is t ne Best Policy 
--NOTE: Christians believe that honesty is the best poLicy. 

I-k>nesty is best for the individual because it is the 
outward expression of inner integrity which is what 
you really are, inside. Without inner integrity any 
person, sooner or later, just comes apart at the seams. · 

2 . Ma tntain Your Self Respect , 
-- 11 Unto thyself be true. 11 

--NOTE: Man must first feel a respect for self. Bernard 
Shaw once said, "A gentleman is one who puts more 
into life than he takes out. 11 No self-respecting man 
will take more out of life than he gives. Thus self 
respect prohibits dishonesty .J 

3 . e Honest About Yourself 
--NOTE: i.e.: Pam Yo um an' s prayer (see Insert) 
4. Follow the 11 4 Steps to Honesty" 

-

(1) , Never do anything that you are in doubt about. If 
in doubt ... DON'T. A seared conscience is usually 
one that has been rubbed against the Gra in . 

(2) Never do anything that you know to be wrong. Right 

-7-



is right, and wrong is wrong. Keep a "tight ship" 
on the negatives of life. -

(3) o v thing Y.OU know to be right. Speak up ... 
stand up ... for the POSITNE. Better to heed your 
conscience than the voices of the multitude. 

(4) i ht that you have done wrong ... as 
far as it i s in your power to do. If your"' nner 
computer" brings up something from the past that 
has never been settled ... take action. Only then 
will God bless and refresh your life! :· ~ 

5 . Commit Yourself Completely to Jesus Christ 

CON: YOU WILL NEVER BECOME HONEST BY DEGREES. 
HONESTY IS NOT REACHED GRADUALLY BUT IMME
DIATELY! YOU MUST DECIDE TODAY, THIS MOMENT1 II 
FROM NOW ON YOU WILL 'f?ff /K)/.1 £57, 



R'S PRAYER EXPRESSES 
CONCERNS AS GRADUATION NEARS 

(What's it like to be a high school graduating senior? 
fro express her feelings as she approached graduation , 

Pam Youmans wrote this praye&-'f ") 
Dear God, 

I've got a problem. I'm graduating in a couple of 
days, and the world is o~tside waiting for me. But it 
seems so big and messed up. I don 't know if I really 
want to step intoJ!i 

I have some idea of what I want to ao. But God, what 
if it isn 't right for me? I'm so scared that I won't make 
the right choice. 

I believe I haye a purpose, but how do I know what it 
is? And how will I know I'm fulfilling my purpose? 

I want to get a lot out of life, but I don't know exactly 
w~ I know I want to see a child's face light up with 
jo , and I want to see people talking to each other and 

owing their love for each other. But more than all 
his, I want to be able to laugh, cry, communicate and 
ove. I want to be able to love everyone; yet how can I 
do that when hate wells up in me? 

I want to be patient and understanding, but in a world 
filled with indifference, pessimism and doubt, how can I 
hope to accomplish my noble goals? 

I want to understand myself and others, but I can't 
understand others until I understand myself. How, 
Lord? 

I want other people to love and understand me, too, 
but it's so hard to make things clear when people won 't 
listen and have already made up their minds. I want to 
have an open mind, but subtle prejudices too often 
seem to cloud my life. 

I want all my fears of the future to be dismissed, so 
that only the hopes remain . But is this possible? I want 
to know, see, and experience true happiness, but how 
.can I when I know there is poverty, hunger, and death? 
Yet what can I do about the world's problems? I'm only 
one person. 

God, most of all, I want to give myself to you, but this 
is such a big commitment-one that I can 't make 

i out the power of your Spirit in me. 
God, I'm so filled with questions. Hep me find the 

answerj 

Reprinted from the Lutheran Standard, copyright 1977. by per
mission of Augsburg Publishing House. 



> .> ' -v 
- SHALL I TELL THE TRUTH? 

USED: 8/24/80 a.m. ,First Baptist Church, San Angelo, Tex. 
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Shall I Be Honest? 
Zechariah 8: 16 

Sardis Baptist Church 
October 5, 2014 

I. The cause of dishonesty - lsaiah 28 : 15 
1. The cause is not personal need - Proverbs 

> Facts reveal that the cause for dishonesty is not personal need 
2. The cause is selfishness 

> Three ways a man can come to possess anything : 
(1) By the free gift of another person 
(2) By work 
(3) By theft 

3. The cause is perversion of honesty 
> Under the label of honesty dishonesty is practiced 

Il. The curse of dishonesty - Psalm 119: 104 "/ hate every false way " 
1. Is seen in its perverted philosophy of life- Luke 10:3-37 
2. Is seen in the injury it does to others 

> Stealing another' s reputation is like stealing bread from a 
hungry child with no better purpose than to throw it into the 
sewer 

3. Is seen in the injury it does to self 
> The greatest wrong done by the thief is done to himself 

ID. The cure for dishonesty- Proverbs 30:8 
1. Believe that honesty is the best policy 
2. Maintain your self-respect 
3. Be honest about yourself 
4. Follow the four steps to honesty: 

( 1) Never do anything you are in doubt about 
(2) Never do anything you know to be wrong 
(3) Do everything you know to be right 
( 4) Put everything right that you have done wrong 

5. Commit yourself completely to Jesus Christ 

You will never become honest by degrees. Honesty is 
not reached gradually but immediately! You must decide 

today, this moment, if from now on you will be honest 




