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THE WORD OF GOD FROM 
THE MAN OF GOD 

"1A ne eig-bt moAt ef. the second 
year of Darius, t e werd ftl:i rd ame 
to~fii~r'OJ:)het hchar-ian son of. 8eFekiah, 
tne-son of lddo." The opening verse of the 
prophecy known as Zechariah tells us a 
great deal about this Old Testament 
prophet. We learn the time of his 
prophecy, the reason for his prophecy, 
and the ch cter of his prophecy. 

The time can be specifically 
pinpointed . Outside information about 
Darius allows us to date the beginning of 
Zechariah's·prophetic ministry at 520 B.C. 
Darius was one of the leaders of Persia 
which had replaced Babylon at the top of 
the pyramid of the kingdoms of the world . 
In the second year of his reign, Zechariah 
began his prophetic ministry. 

Zechariah is one of the group of 
prophets we refer to as "post-exilic 
prophets." That is, he prophesied after 
the period of the Baylonian exile which 
lasted from the fall of Jerusalem in 586 to 
the return of the first group of exiles to the 

---=H .... o ____ ly Land in 536. 
~ hy did Zechariah become a 

- --rrrophet? His prophetic ministry was a 
response to the call of God. ':r:t:le wor-CJ of 
ttle Lord came to the P.rophet Zechariah" 
is a phrase that will be repeated 

throughout the book. The prophecies that 
are dated (the prophecies in Zechariah 9-
14 are undated) came out of a two year 
window of ministry, from 520 to 518 B.C. 
Tne purpose of his ministry- to proclaim 
the word of God to the exiles who had 
returned home 

What about the @;aracttm of his 
prophecy? 

One answer to that question is found 
in the opening verse. Zechariah is 
identified with Berechiah and lddo. 
Probably Berechiah was his father and 
lddo his grandfather. lddo was the priest 
who returned with the first group of exiles. 
This priestly heritage of Zechariah is a 
significant development. From this time 
forward, the priesthood will begin to take 
the lead in the nation . Malachi will later 
demonstrate that same pciest-prqph~t 
combination with a much greater 
emphasis on the priestly side. 

Let's look more closely at this sixth 
century prophet of Israel. Wnat was "the 



Brian's Lines 

word of the Lord" which "came to the 
prophet Zechariah"? We can summarize 
his message i 3 words. 

What word did Zechariah bring from 
the Lord? We see the first answer in 
werse 3. "'Return to me,' declares the 
Lord Almighty, 'and I will return to you."' 
This was a constant theme of the 
prophets. 

"Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call on him while he is near" ~lsaiah 55:6). 

"'Return, faithless Israel,' declares the 
Lord" (Jer. 3: 12). 

"Repent! Turn away from all your 
offenses; then sin will not be your 
downfall" (Ez. 18:30) 

"Return, 0 Israel, to the Lord your 
God" (Hos. 14:1). 

"'Even now,' declares the Lord, 'return 
to me with all your heart, with fasting and 
weeping and mourning"' (Joel 2: 12). 

Into that great prophetic stream, 
Zechariah stepped with his call to Israel to 
return to God. This word "return" implies 
two things. 

First, the word "return" · plies that the 
people of Israel had in fact turned from 
God. All arrn md tbem were reminders of 

- > 

_ their rebellion I he city was in ruins. The 
temple had not yet been rebuilt. 
Complacency had set in . 

Eighteen years earlier, the remnant of 
Israel, through the freedom granted by 
the decree of Cyrus, had returned home 
under the leadership of Zerubbabel, their 
political leader, and Joshua the high 
priest. Initially, they were enthusiastic 
about the task before them. During the 
first year back home, the returned exiles 
had rebuilt the altar of burnt offering and 
had thus restored the sacrificial ritual 
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which had been absent during the period 
of captivity. By the beginning of the 
second year back home, they had laid the 
foundation of the new temple. 

At that point, however, carelessness 
led to indifference and indifference led to 
estrangement from God. Into that context 
of complacency came the prophet 
Zechariah with his message from the 
Lord: "Re urn!" 

In addition, the word "return" implies 
that God wants the people of Israel to 
come back home. This is confirmed by 
the repeated acknowledgment that 
Zechariah's mission and message were 
inspired by God. 

Notice the repeated appearance of the 
phrase: "fh ord Almighty says." Five 
times in the first four verses this phrase 
appears. The mission of Zechariah was 
not self-initiated but God-initiated . The 
prophet was not declaring a personal 
message but a divine message. "Return," 
was the expression of the heart of God. 

God loved His people. He had called 
them and redeemed them. He had 
enabled them to come back home. He 
was broken hearted by their 
complacency. God wanted them to return. 

Remember :V $ J-f 

The prophet had a second word for 
the people: ' The heart of the 
passage is the warning the prophet 
issued in wer_s 4:: ·" no e lil(e your 

refa rs." 
What were their forefathers like? 

Zechariah explained in our text. God 
called on their forefathers to turn from 
their wicked ways and to return to Him. 
How did they respond? Zechariah tells us: 
" ut they would not listen or pay attention 
tome" (1 :4). 
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wanted t e experience of 
their forefathers to motivate his 
contemporaries to return to God. 

Experience can be an effective 
teacher. Betty settled her two chil~ren in 
front of the television - Benjamin who was 
three and $f1sje who was one. She went 
into the kitchen to finish preparing di~rier. 
A blood curdling cry brought her rushing 
back into the television room. Benjamin 
was crying . 

"Susie pulled my hair and it hurt," he 
sobbed to his mother. 

"I'm sorry, Benji ," she said , "But don't 
blame your sister. She doesn't know that 
it hurt when she pulled your hair." 

The children were settled , and Betty 
was back in the kitchen, when she was 
interrupted by another outburst. This time, 
she found Susie crying . She looked to 
Benjamin for an explanation and he 
explained, "Now she knows!" 

Experience can be a good teacher, 
but not always. Sometimes it is true what 

. one man said : "Experience is what helps 
us to ecognize our mistake when we 
make i again." 

Zechariah 's contemporaries had gone 
through a graduate course in experience. 
But they were slow learners. So the 
prophet gave this word to the people: 
'Remember. on 't be like your 
forefathers . Learn from their experience." 

Reinforcement 

The prophet reinforced his argument 
with two questions@ 'Where are your 
forefathers now nd the prophets, do 
they live forever?" (1 :5}. 

The answer to the first question was 
easy. Their forefathers were dead. What 
made it even worse was that they had 
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died in an unclean land. The rubble 
around Zechariah 's contemporaries of 
what had once been the prestigious city 
of Jerusalem should have reminded them 
of the ultimate resu lt of refusing to retur'p.,,_,.,t, 
to God.;..~ r T-4-~ jtJ..fe.,- "'7'--

As to the prophets? Again , the answer 
is clear. No, the prophets do not live 
forever. ifhe opportunity for repentance 
would not always be there . tt was now, 
but they did not know how long the open 
door would be before them . 
Consequently, Zechariah called on the 
people of Israel to take advantage of their 
opportunity . Remembering their 
forefathers , they should return to God. 

Conclusion 

A man returned to the country church 
of his youth for a funeral. As he sat in the 
pew where he had sat as a child , he 
remembered the day of his conversion. 
He remembered mostly what happened 
when he left the church building that 
morning . As soon as he walked out of the 
church that day, the sun had burst 
through the clouds and his mother had 
said , ":Johnny, that's God smiling!" 

Since that time, he had drifted away 
from God. Money and success had 
become his gods. Too busy serving them, 
he had forgotten to serve the rea l God. 
That day at the funeral , he remembered , 
and God touched his heart. He bowed his 
head and prayed that he might once more 
experience the smile of God in his life. e 
remembered and returned. We also need 
to do that. emembering who· God is and 
what God has done, remembering the 
consequences in the lives of those who 
do not live for God, we should be willing 
to return to Him so that we might 
experience the joy He wants us to have. 




