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THE CHOICE OF SALVATION 

Scripture: Ruth 1:14-17 

Intro.: THE CHOICE OF SALVATION I OLVES FAR THAN MANY 
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN LED TO BELIEVE. NT UVES OF 
NUMEROUS PROFESSED CHRISTIANS TESTIFY TO THIS FACT. 

CHOICE OF INVOLVES THAN A FIRE ESCAPE 
FROM HELL, AN NS E THRONE OF GRACE, AND A STRONG 
ARM ON W.HICH TO LEAN IN DIFFICULT HOURS. 

0 

WITH GOD'S PEOPLE. 
Bfr.o,llf:IJ/(;.. 

E CERT IN THINGS I-
--vs. 15 
--Uff§-· Ruth's had returned to her own 

I 

people, her Moabite gods, and former life. Ruth chose 
to reject all these things when she chose to follow her 
mother-in-law, Naomi. ~somethings which we 
must give up when we make the 
To False Beliefs 

Ruth had believed in the false gods of the 
Moabites. She had received the same religious 
training from childhood as did Orpah. her choice 
meant the rejecting of false beliefs. 

(1) Which may seem right 
--Prov. 14:12 "There is a way which seemeth right 

unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death." /-..a f 

(2) Which may reflect personal prejudice 
--Jer. "The heart is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked: who can know it?" 
Your personal likes and dislikes are 

rearranged you are saved. No longer do you 
insist on your personal preferences but God's 

(3) Which may be based on misinterpretations of God's 
Word 

--Matt. 5:43 have heard that it hath been said, 
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 

enemy." 
--@® This is a reference to Deut. 23 :6, but 

thine enemy" is not in this passage -- was 
a belief based upon a misinterpretation of 
..Ll-- _.. 



2. 
Ruth's Moabite gods · were many. Her choice was 

a choice to reject these false gods . Three great 
gods dominate the American, scene today. 

(1) 
- -II Tim. 3:l,2a & 4b know· also, that in the 

last days perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be... s of _ more lovers 
0 f God • II .· . 

We use in order 
that we could do better worR Now we work in 
order that we can have better leasure. 

(2) Money . .. 
8 : 11- 14 & 17-18 

(Sultan of Egypt and Syria 
1138- ll93) died left directions that his empt 
hands should be on view his coffin. By 
this he meant to teach of all his vast 
and conquests, he could with him. 
(Mac. 237) · 

(3) Popular Acceptance 
--Luke 6: 26 "Woe unto you, shall speak 

well of you! for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets." 

3. u For mer Life 
aware tat thing3 _ be different 

in Israel. Her manner of daily customs 
would be drastically changed but this was part 
of the choice she made. 

( l) · h ou re ent 
- -Acts 3 :19a epen ye therefore, and be converted, 

that sins may be blotted out." 
This is what repentance is -- rejecting 

former life. i.e. - Matthew and tax tables; 
and Zack. & ·dishonesty; Paul and religious 
persecution; Woman of Samaria at Jacob's Well 
and lurid past, etc. 

(2) Which dies at salvation 
--Rom. 6: 6 "Knowing this, that our old man ("the man 

we once were") is crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin." 

--ILL;J,l;S : This is the mystery which makes a person 
once and for a child of dynamic 



\ I (3) Which must never return 
--I Thess . 5 : 22 "Abstain_ from appearance of evil" 
--I l : 13a & 14 "Wherefore gird up the loins of 

your mind •• • , as obedient children, not 
yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance." . 
;(;V 

II. 
16-17 
: Ruth's choice embraced 5 distinct objects. There 

was much more involved in her choice than following 
Naomi. 

1. To Acee t God 
- -"And thy o (will God" 

all of her gods and embraces 
the true living God -- Jehovah 

(1) Who is known 
---John 14:6 "Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Lif no man ·cometh unto the 
Father, but by me." 

- -John 14:9b that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father." 

2) off-ers His Son- your Saviour 
- -John 3: 16 

(3) Who removes your sins 'from 
- Psalm far as the from the west, 

so far hath he removed our transgressions from us." 
· · ciat es f~ ,'r 

- -"Thy people shall be my people" - I 
gave up all of her associates, 

them behind in and now chooses to 
with God I s chose-r1 people 

(1) sgmethj 
--II Cor. 6:14 --'1Be ye unequally yoked 

together unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and wha 
communion hath light with darkness? Wherefore 
come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lo-rd." 

You have nothing spiri tu ally in common with 
sinful former associates •••• 

( 2) Wbo wj 
--Heb. 10 : 25a "Not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together, as the manner of some is: bu 
exhorting (encouraging) one -another." 



(3) whom you 
a. The experienc.e of pray.er .,_:_ 

--Matt. 18: 19 "Again I say unto you, That if two 
of you shall agree on earth_as touching any 
thing that tpey shall it shall be done 
for them of my Father which 1is in heaven." 

b. The experience of presence and power 
--Matt. 18:20 "For where two or three are gathere 

together in my name, I in the midst 
them." 

3. 
--"Whither thou goest, go" 

The way may not be strewn with roses; there may 
difficulties and in _path as there 

in the path Ruth chose, the choice of 
salvation is the choice Christian's path. 

(1) Which few desire to fallow 
--Matt. 7:14 "Strait is . the gate, and narrow is the 

way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it." 

(2) :a path 
--Mark 8:34b-35 "Whosoever will .come after me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross (daily), 
and follow me. ' For will save his life 
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life 
for sake the gospel's, the same shall sav 

II 

-Vs. 34 -- Vs. 35 total abandonme 
L to the cause of . 

,.aitlilira:" A European taken prisoner Mohammedan 
land. During captivity he amused by 
sketching. His enemies impressed. Promise 
liberty if he would design a mosque. He 
agreed. An building was sketched. 

them, freedom was Some keen eye 
that the mosque was drawn in the shap 

of Put to death. are pleased wit 
the plan of salvation until they discern in it 

, the cross of self-denial. 
you must forsake 

--Luke 9:62 "And Jesus said him, No man having 
put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God." 



( 

i 

Ruth chose to make her habitation among the 
people of God. So it is when you choose to accept 
salvation you choose to make your place of abode 
in Christ Jesus. 

--John 15:4a "Abide in mg,, and I in you." 
( 1) strength 

--Psalm 71:3' "Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto l 
I may continually thou hast given 
commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and 
my fortress." 

(2) 
--Psalm 91:9-10 "Because thou hast made the Lord, 

which is my refuge, even the most High, thy 
habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." 

(3) imparts peace 
--Isaiah 32:18 "And my people shall dwell in a 

peaceable habitation, and in a secure dwelling, 
and in quiet resting places." 

· liilll1*-· 
--"Where thou diest, will I die" 

Ruth said, 11 I shall remain faithful to you unto 
death. My choice is not only a choice for life, it 
is a choice for death!" 

(1) ~~ ............... 
23 : 4 "Yea, tho I walk thru the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me. 11 

Hospital conversation with Nola Dean 
(2) 

--Prov. 14: 32b "The righteous hath hope in his death." 
Hope -- expectingyto see loved ones, Jesus, 

to understand mysteries, etc. 
(3) Be nd whi h he e rests a heaven 

--John 14:2 "In my Father's house are many mansions: 
If it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you." 

--Rev. 21:4 "And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there 
be any. more pain; for the former things are 
passed away." 

Dr . George Truett was entertained on one 
in the home of a wealthy oil man in 

Texas. After dinner took Truett on roof garden. 



"Dr •. Truett that's all mine east west 
north south, oil, cat tle." Dr. Truett pointec 
upward and asked, "My friend, how much do you owl 
in that direction?" This is what I ask you 
now. 

I MAKE THE CHOICE OF SALVATION TONIGHf? 
I ASK KE IT I N OF THESE FACTS. 
CHOICE TO REJECT •••• IT IS A CHOICE TO ACCEPT •••• GOD'S WORD 

YOU "CHOOSE YE THIS DAY WHOM YOU WOULD SERVE." 
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