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Earth thawed in the Spring and he was down to his last meager ration of 
food, he broke through the hard crust and dug and dug until at last he hit a 
box. Inside the box was a carton of canned food left behind by some earlier 
miner. "Boy am I lucky." he said, "it could have been gold." 

We lilce to describe ourse ves as se - ad men and women. We like to 
take credit for our accomplishments. We like ·to be rewarded for our sacrifices 
and hard work. It is difficult for us to admit there are some things in life 
over which we have no control. 

Some of tne are Ye~ basi . We could not choose ou r n . We 
could not choose the 0.untry in which we were born. We could not choose 
the color of our skin or our native anguage. We could not choose the pre
natal care we had or the quality of our teachers. 

Some of us "self-made people" started life with an enormous 
advantage. Now that we are adults, though, we can choose. We can set goals, 
chart courses, work hard, persevere. Still, there is a margin of life that does 
not yield to our control. 

We spealc o oeJng in the "rigfit p ace at tfie rigfit time," or perfiaps the 
"wrong plac at the wrong time." 

A coui1le happ,ene to be si ing in a restauran · New York it}:). They 
overheard two Wall Street types discussing a certain stock that was about to 
sky-rocket in value. The couple rushed to the bank, withdrew their savings 
and invested in that stock. It was a risky venture. They could have lost 
everything. They were what we call "lucky." The stock tripled in value in a 
relatively short time and they made a killing. 

A ball pla~er, pla..y-in on natural turf, is set to field a routine ground 
ball. The ball strikes a small clod of clay and skips off the player' s glove. A 
run scores. Through no fault of the player, the game is lost. He's the goat. 
Wrong place, wrong time. 

ME THINGS IN LIFE ARE BEYOND OUR co~"'-"-=-'=- A 
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daughter has an outdoor wedding planned. Mom and Dad are hoping for 
sunshine. The darkest clouds of the summer roll in. 

Baby smiles that first big smile. Parents have been waiting poised 
weeks with the camera. The comers of the mouth tum up, grab the camera, 
push the button, "poof," the bulb in the flash fails at precisely that moment. 

A more tragic example--Junior is sailing down the street on his 
sixteenth birthday. This is the first time he has driven on his on. He takes his 
eye off the road for just a moment to pop a cassette in the dash. At that 
moment a truck backs into the street in his lane. Instant tragedy. 

No matter how disciplined or intelligent or hard-working we are there 
are some things in life beyond our control. 

SDME OE OUR F-liORTS TO CONT 
ARE LUDICROUS. For you see, this is where superstition creeps into life. In 
order to control the uncontrollable we resort to charms, rituals, signs. 

Athletes are notoriously superstitious. In the first game of a 
doubleheader, former baseball star .Mionie Minosg went hitless in five at-bats. 
Between games he took a shower in his uniform, claiming he was washing 
away the evil spirits. Everybody laughed, but in the second game Minnie ~ 
three bits. After the game, eight players took showers with their uniforms on. 

The night before the final round of the 1935 Masters, a friend gave 
golfer Gene Sarazen a ring. He told Gene the ring had belonged to Benito 
Juarez~ the 19th-century Mexican statesman. Carry it for good luck, he said. 

Three strokes back Mrith four holes left on Sunday, Sarazen took the 
ring out of his pocket. He gave it a rub for good luck before playing his 
second shot to the 15th green. Then he proceeded to put the ball into the hole 
with a 4-wood for his famous double eagle. His friend later confessed that the 
ring never belonged to Benita Juarez at all. It was just something he picked 
up from a street vendor. 

The pervasiveness of superstition to control human destiny was brought 
home to us as a people quite starkly when it was revealed that an astrologer 
influenced former President Reagan's schedule. 

It is interesting that in this age of science, belief in superstition is 
growing. According to a ,9.78 Gallup Poll 19 percent of American teenagers 
believed in witches, 28 percent in astrology. 

By 1988 29 percent of American teenagers polled by the Gallup 
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organization believed in witchcraft. Fifty-eight percent of those teens polled 
believed in astrology. 

ometimes, sugerstition e¥en creeps over into Christian faitn. Respected 
scholar and teacher, Dr. R.C. Sproul refers to a practice which he calls 
"Lucky dipping." Here is how he defines it: 

"Lucky dipping refers to the method of Bible study in which a person 
prays for divine guidance and then lets the Bible fall open to wherever it 
happens to open. Then, with eyes shut the person 'dips' his finger to the page 
and gets his answer from God wherever the finger lands on the page ... 

"This is not a sound way to use the Bible," says Sproul. "I don't 
think ... the Holy Ghost had this in mind when the words were penned." (1) 

Most of us remember the old saw about the man who lucky dipped the 
Scripture and his finger fell on the verse, "And Judas went and hanged 
himself ... " Trying again his finger fell on another verse, "Go thou and do 
likewise ... " 

Of course, every one of us has tried to use rayer to control the 
uncontrollable at some time or another. Have you ever thought what a bind it 
would put God in if He tried to answer all our prayers? 

There was an interesting scene on the television program, HELP 
recently. truclC: carrying toxic radioactive material had crashed on a bridge. 
During the attempt to recover it, it began to rain. "Thank God," said one of 
the team members. The rain would help hinder the possible spread of 
contamination. 

Meanwhile a short distance away, other team members were trying to 
rescue a little girl who ad fallen into a manhole in the street and was lodged 
near some high voltage lines. Their greatest fear was that it would rain, which 
would expose the little girl to a greater risk of electrocution. Can ¥QU se 
what a bind God would be in if He attempte to answe all our pra;}:'.ers to 
control the uncontrollable? 

HERE /\:RE A:REA~ OF OtJR CIVES BEYTI DOUR CONTROi! 

... ~--==--nus IS GOOD With our finite minds, we could never order a perfect 
world. 

There are many ancient fables illustrating this truth. There is an old 
Hebrew legend that tells of a man journeying on a mule through a wild and 
desolate area. His only companion was a rooster whose shrill crowing at 
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sunrise awoke him to his devotions. At nightfall he came to a small town 
looking for shelter, but the inhabitants turned him away. Outside the village 
he found a cave to sleep in. He lit his lamp before retiring, but a gust of 
wind blew out the light. During the night a ~ killed his rooste and a Jl.on 
devoured his mule Early in the morning he went back to the town to see if 
he could buy some food. To his surprise he found no one alive. A band of 
robbers had plundered the settlement while he slept and slain all the 
inhabitants. "Now I understand my troubles," said the man. "If the 
townspeople had received me, I would have joined them in death. If my 
rooster and mule had not been killed, their noise and the light from my lamp 
would have revealed my hiding place. God has been good to me." (2) 

At the end of the 16th century a fisherman was standing on a cliff on 
one of the Orkney Islands north of Scotland. He watched a storm batter his 
cottage, his boat, and fishing tackle. The man was a Christian, but his faith 
sagged as he watched the harsh destruction of all he owned. 

Little did he know that this very same storm had sunk part of the 
Spanish Armada that was headed toward England bent on conquest. This 
storm may very well have spared England the terror of a Spanish Inquisition. 
It may have also permitted the flowering of the Elizabethan Age--that golden 
era that gave us such notables as Shakespeare, John Donne, Francis Bacon, 
Ben Jonson, Christopher Marlowe, and John Webster. Of course, the 
climaxing and culminating literary achievement in 1611 was the King James 
Version of the Bible. (3) 

There are areas of our life beyond our control and this is good. We 
simply cannot ever hope to have enough knowledge or enough wisdom to 
perfectly determine our lives. As so one has wisely said, "If God uld 
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THIS IS WHERE THE CHRISTIAN RELIES NOT ON LUCK OR 
UPON SUPERSTITION, BUT UPON FAITH IN A WISE AND LOVING 
GOD. St. Paul writes those very familiar words in Romans 8:28, "We know 
that in everything God works for good with those who love Him, who are 
called according to His purpose." (RSV) That is the Gospel. It doesn't fit our 
rationalistic view of our universe. It makes a mockery of our dependence 
upon charms and astrologers, but it is the Gospel. In everything, God is 
working for good with those who love Him. 

How can we get our minds around this great truth? Wendell P. Loveless 
once explained it in terms any of us can understand. He said, "My wife can 
make better chocolate cake than anyone I know. So one day I thought I'd go 
into the kitchen and see what wonderful ingredients she used. First she sifted 
som~ -this didn't appeal to me at all, for it was dry and unappetizing. 
Next she added a cup of@ur~ Now the batter looked very distasteful. 
Then, to make matters worse, she put in ~ By this time I was not 
too sure whether I liked chocolate cake or not. I left just as she was popping 
it into the oven. Much to my surprise, that evening her masterpiece was as 
delicious as any she ever baked! This is the spiritual lesson I learned: Often 
in life we encounter 'dry stretches' which are tasteless and uninviting like the 
flour. We also meet with 'sour' experiences like the milk, and even a few 
'raw deals' like the egg; but after we have gone through the oven of 
affliction, praise God, all will become a sweet and flavorful blessing over 
there!" (4) 

This is as far as we can go. There is much in life beyond both our 
control and our comprehension, but not beyond God's. He is able to make all 
things work for good for those who love Him. 
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