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"THE LIFE THAT WINS" -- PART TWO 

Scripture: Romans 6:15-23 

Intro : Two questions are asked in Romans 6. The first in verse 1 and the second 
in verse 15. Notice the difference in the way these two questions are put. In 
the FIRST, a life of habitual sin is referred to. In the SECOND, occasional, 
infrequest , single acts of sin are spoken of. 

The speaker seems to be saying , "Since your doctrine of superabundant 
grace teaches the impossibility of a life of habitual sin , will the fact that 
a Christian is not under the uncompromising rule of law bur rather under the 
lenient septre of grace , allow for at least an act of sin once in awhile? " 

IN THE FIRST QUESTION, vs. 1 , the desperately wicked heart offers an 
excuse for sinning in that a life of habitual sin gives God an opportunity to 
display His grace and thus glorify Himself. 

IN THE SECOND QUESTION , vs. 15, this same person seeks a loophole some
where in God's plan of salvation whereby he might sin once in awhile , and thinks 
that he has found that loophole in the fact that the Christian is beyond the 
reach of the law of God which could dondemn him since he is under grace which 
will always forgive. 

PAUL MAINTAINS in these verses that even though a Christian may yield 
to temptation knowing it is sin, yet to provide for a planned life of infrequent 
acts of sin is altogether foreign to the nature of the Christian. 

The Life That Wins Is Free From Deliberate 
"Occasi onal Sins:" 

I. BECAUSE OF A DIVINE LIBERATION 
--Romans 6:16 & 18 
1. From slavery to sin 

--vss. 16- & 18a 
2. For service t o Christ 

--vss. 16b & 18b 
--WORD STUDY: Various meanings of the Greek word "slave" ("servant"). · One word 

refers to a person's becoming a slave through capture in war. An~ther , to 
a person's being born into slavery (this is the one used here). 

(1) "Born into slavery" - The sinner by his first birth comes into the world 
with a totally depraved nature inherited through his first birth. This 
makes him a bondslave to sin. BUT , when he ex}::)eriences the "second birth" 
(born again) he is given a divine nature which causes him to love the 
things of God. Thus he becomes a bondslave of Christ ! 

--Conclusion: Because he has had his slavery transferred from one master to 
another , it is both unreasonable and impossible that he would desire to 
serve his ole master , -- even on "infrequent occasions." 

(2) nBound to his master" - Through identification with Christ in his death (vs. 5) 
the believer is no longer bound to Satan. He is bound to his New Master, X. 
And it is the nature of the slave to serve the master to whom he is bound! 

(3) "Swallowed up in the will of his master" - Prior to salvation , we were 
swallowed up in the will of Satan (Eph. 2:1-3). SINCE salvation we are 
swallowed up in the will of Christ. 

--Conclusion: How unreasonable it is to think that a Christian would"will to" 
sin even "eccasionally!" 

(4) "Devoted to the interests of his master" - even to the extent of disregarding 
his own personal interests. BEFORE , served Satan recklessly with no regard 
to his own interest (i.e. Prog. son). NOW serves X not counting the cost to se. 



--Question: (Paul) "Do you think that a bondslave who l oves the Lord that 
much, would presume upon his grace and desire to commit an occasional 
act of sin? " 

--Conclusion: Because the divine nature within the believer is his eternal 
possession , it is impossi ble for a believer t o become a slave to Satan 
a gain , and therefore it is not possible for him to make provision for 
even the deliberate "occasi onal sin." 

II. BECAUSE OF A NEW OCCUPATION 
--Romans 6:17 
1. Which is different 

--vs. 17a "But God be thanked that ye were (but are not now) the servants of sin. 
2. Which is definite 

a..-vs. 17b "doctrine" 
3. Which is demanding 

--Note: The Christian is so constituted that he naturally desires to obey the 
Word of God. He has been handed over to its obedience in salvation. Therefore, 
the child of God does not make provision for occasional acts of sin. 

III. BECAUSE OF A RESOLUTE DETERMINATION 
--Romans 6 :19-20 
--Exegesis: In light of the believer's slavery having been t,ransferced from.the 

old master to the New Master , Paul proceeds to show the attitude which the 
believer should be careful to maintain with reference to his change of masters. 

1. Which is a result of regeneration 
--vs. 19 
--Question: "Why is such an exhortation necessary if the power of sin has been 

broken and the divine nature implanted?" "Why is it necessary for Paul to 
exhort believers to put themselves at the service of Christ , when they have 
a nature that impels them to do so?" 

--Answer: The answer is that the will of the believer , even though i t i s inclined 
in regeneration towards Christ and the doing of good , still has a certain bent 
at t imes to the doing of evi l~-whi ch i s the result of t he habitual and constant 
in~lination it had to~rds evil before grace did its work. The habits formed 
by years of si n must be overcome. That moral twist must be unbent. 

2. Which redirects our natural inclination 
--vss. 19-20 
--Note: The only way to do this is to form new habits of the will by keeping our 

choices inclined towards obedience to our new Master , Christ. The divine 
nature is there to keep our choices in line with the Word of God as ~e yield 
to t he ministry of the Holy Spirit and trust Him to work in us , but we must 
ever be on the alert lest those habits formed by years of choosing the wvong, 
lead us to render obedience to our ol d master , Satan. As we establish new 
habits of choice, gradually our renewed wills are bent more and more in the 
direction of the good , and it becomes i ncreasingly easier to do the right and 
increasingly harder to do the wrong. 

--Exegesis vs. 20: In our unsaved state , t here was no restraint put upon sin in 
our l ives by any righteousness (right standing with God) we might have had , 
for we had none. '.And because there was no check upon sin that would restrain 
evil in our lives , sin ran rampant. 

IV. BECAUSE OF A GUARENTEED REMUNERATION 
--Romans 6 :21-23 
1. For slavery to sin 

--vss. 21 & 23a 
(1) Shame 

--vs. 21a 
--Exegesis: Thi s is another reason why t he bel iever does not want even to 

provide for an occasional si n in hi s life. He is ashamed of the years 
which he spent i n si n; 



(2) Death 
--vss. 21b & 23a 
--Exegesis: "Death" does not mean the annihilation of the sinner. To 

pay anyone is -not to put him out of existence. It is rather to make 
him reap in the form of corruption what he has sowed in the form of sin. 
This is death to the body , death to holiness and true happiness , death 
to eternal life in Christ. (Am. Com.) 

2. For service to Christ 
--vss. 22 & 23b 

(1) Blessed Deliverence 
--vs. 22a) (not "sinless" but emancipated from bondage of sin) 
--Exegesis: When it is said of Christians that they are "free from sin" 

we must regard such expressions as relating to the general character 
of the actions of the saved. (in speaking of the needle of the compass:) 

"The needle seeks the pole , it is easily turned away but always seeks 
it again." (Am; Com.) 

(2) Blessed Service 
~-vs. 22b (as His servant, identified with Him) 

(3) Blessed Fruit 
--vs. 22c. "holiness"= 11 sanctification11 

(4) Blessed Reward 
--vs~. 22c & 23b 
--Exegesis: "wages" vs. "gift° (1) - (4) from Am. Com. 

Con: Thus Paul answers the second question, vs. 15 , by asserting that such cannot 

be the desire of a child of God for the reason that he has had his slavery 

transferred from Satan to Jesus Christ. The breaking of the power of the evil 

nature and the impartation of the divine nature impels the believer to serve 

Christ. 

God's grace not only justifies the believer , it also santifies him, in that 

it breaks the power of sin in his life and produces in him a life which 

glorifies God. 

11The life that wins" is the life that is free from deli~rate 11 occasional 

sins. 111 


