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No Word for Tbank You 
Romane 1:8-15 

_.. among lndilftS of the North
west in the village of · Un,. 
known to 
that will take his life hi three yeaft. 
The bishop sent him to the village of 
Kingcome knowing that, although it 
would be a hard assignment, it1VOUld 
be the kind of .......,lte W01lkl like 
if he were younaipift. 

wit the new assignment. The Bishop 
had been silent until then but then · 
adds his advice: •"l'his is tlie village. If 
you ao there, om the time ou tie u 
at the float in the inlet. .the village is 
you. But there ia lae thiaa Yott JIIU4Jt 
understand. will not thank you. 
Even if you should leave a broken 
man, they will not thank you. There ia 
no word for thank o 

. The very 
nature ~f grace itself had taught him 
that his life in Christ was not some
thin 

e 
The 

paragraph begins with the phrase 

"5. g 

Speaking to the depths of injustice in 
the world, Kushner )Ill-of 

was an inmate of 



I 
I 

l 

His brow is wet wit~ honest sweat, 
He earns what'er h~ c n, 
And looks the wh9le w rid in the 

starting our own list of personal ac
knowledgments? Would it not change 
the attitude and the perspective of 
many of us if we would concentrate 

man said, "Brin me a mustard seed that he let you remain here to the end, 
from a home that has never known because this is your village and we are 
sorrow. We will use it to drive the sor- your family. You are the swimmer 

ut of our life." She went to a who came to us from the great sea." 
lendid mansion and knocked on the And then Mark ut his arm around 

door. he told the le what she Keetah and held her close findin 
was looking for, and they recited a lit- "no words to sa thank ou" for the ---- ----·'------------- --- -----any f rsonal tragedies. he decided sudden, unex cted gift of ace 
that she was better able to hel them which they had offered him.4 

vests his life in the lives of the villag
ers of Kingcome. He is involved in 
their families, their cemeteries, their 

:Are we ever thanked? Most often 

1 Margaret Craven, / Heard the Owl Call My Name (Garden 
City, NY: Doubleday and Co., 1973), pp. 22-23. 

• 2Harold S. Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to Good People 
(New York: Schocken Books, 198 1), p. 85. 
3Ibid., pp. 110-11. 
•c raven, pp. 157-58. 

William C. Cox is pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Nevada, Missouri. 

Where Is Your "Saving 
Place"? 
Luke 2:41-51 
One of the images I-have ·from the 
Christmas season is a radio commer
cial that played a few days before . 
Christmas. A discount chain calls 'it
self the "saving place" in its commer- . 
cials. The announcer informed me 
that "Christmas is here at the 'saving 
place."' He meant, of course, that 
Christmas could be purchased and 
purchased cheaply at that particular 
store. For a brief moment I was of
fended. But then I realized that the 
announcer had said something utterly 
profound. "Christmas is here at the 
'saving place."' No, not at a discount 
store, but Christ comes to us, Christ
mas happens, and wherever that is, it 
becomes our "saving place." 

:liirfimaiji~ ~mceaiggeeirrittoo~prrreacea h the chapel. The bishop was right. He be-
Let us look at an event in Jesus' 

formative years and find out where 
the "saving place" or places were for 
Him and maybe even for us. "Where 
is your "saving place?" is a good 
question. 

woman whose son died. She went t.Q a 
holy man and asked if he had some 
prayers or magical incantations to 
bring her son back to life. The holy 

October, November, December, 1987 

comes a part of them and they be
come a part of him. The time comes 
when he hears the owl call his name. 

J:!e knows this means that he will die. 
This text from Luke provides help 

for finding our "saving place." There 
were two "saving places" for Jesus 
and there are two for us. 
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, It is very simple. Home and Tem
ple were "saving places" for Jesus. 
These are critical places for us. Most 
likely we will find our "saving place" 
in one of those places or we won'tfind 
it at all. This text provides us with a 
model for growth toward God and 
others. 

The importance of the home.-Our 
text tells us that Jesus' family went 
yearly to the holy place like many pi
ous Jews did. They were people of 
faith. They took seriously the things 
that matter. They were a model of 
family piety. At every point of Jesus' 
life, the law of Moses had been kept
His circumcision, Mary's purifica
tion, Jesus' dedication, and the fam
ily's annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
for Passover. 

What happened here is not in any 
way a denial of His family obligations 
and relationships but, rather, an indi
rect testimony to the deep faith of the 
family and the fulfillment of the act of 
giving the child Jesus to the Lord. 

Not only did Jesus learn to value 
the faith and His relationship with the 
father in the home, but He must have 
had a lot of love and acceptance in 
His home. He had a positive self-im
age. Those kinds of feelings and im
ages do not come on their own but are 
nurtured and encouraged, yea, even 
given in the context of a "grace-full" 
home. Yes, home was a "saving 
place" fdr Jesus as it should be for us. 

Oh, there were tensions between 
home and Temple, weren't there? But 
even after this episode, the Scripture 
tells us that He went home to Naza
reth with them and He was obedient 
to them. Being God's Man meant that 
He also met His earthly obligations. 

Yes, home can be, should be, ought 
to be a "saving place" for all of us, 
whatever place and whoever happens 
to be "home" for us. 

The importance of the Temple.
The interesting thing to me is that the 
Temple was seen as a place of learn
ing and questioning. Contrary to 
what you may have heard, Jesus was 
not the teacher with everyone sitting 
at His feet listening to Him. Hardly! 
He was learning, asking questions. 
Yes, He was bright; His insight was 
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astounding. But He was a human; He 
was there as learner and questioner. 
That is what the temple, the church is 
to be in our time. It should be a place 
for us to learn, to ask our questions. 
That is precisely what He was doing. 
He was a normal, human, inquisitive 
twelve-year-old who was interested in 
spiritual matters. 

He came from a home that valued 
the Temple. So it was not surprising 
that He got involved. He didn't go 
with all the answers; he did go with an 
eagerness to learn. 

There was a stirring in Him that He 
had a special relationship, a special 
gift to give to the world. What a gift 
we can give to each other, to our chil
dren if this temple, this church can be 
a place where God's Spirit is allowed 
to stir up in us a sen~e of our unique
ness and the uniqueness of the gifts 
we have to offer the world. When that 
happens, the church becomes a "sav
ing place" for us. It also then becomes 
a "saving place" for our world be
cause you and I leave this place differ
ent than we came and the world is 
changed because of it. 

A friend tells of a trip with a group 
of minister friends to a city for an ur
ban studies program. One day he and 
some other ministers were told to put 
on old clothes and shoes and get into 
the line for a free lunch at a place 
where street people were fed daily. 

He tells of moving along the line 
and exchanging nods and greetings 
with the street people. He listened to 
their stories and watched them scrap 
food into plastic bags for supper. 

"Then," he said, "as suddenly as 
the experience had begun for me, it 
was ended. We got up from the table 
and made our way back . . . to the 
streets. I pulled off my dirty, ragged 
clothes and rejoined the other Baptist 
ministers from Texas who had been 
involved in the same experience."1 

Let's not belittle what my friend 
did. Most ofus wouldn't even do that! 
But the meaning of Christmas be
comes very plain at this point: God 
came in Jesus Christ and He stayed. 
He didn't just play at it for a few 
hours like my friend did and then 
"change clothes" and go home. In 

fact, the rest of the gospel story after 
the birth centers around the fact that 
He has promised to stay always. 

So much artificial light exists in our 
time that it is hard to find Christmas. 
It's hard to find the star, the "saving 
place." The gospel is that Christmas 
is here at the "saving place." He came 
and He stayed. He will stay. He is 
here right now in our midst. Will you 
accept Him? 

1Hal Warlick, Conquering L oneliness (Waco: Word Books, 
1979), pp, 11 -12, 

Layne Smith is pastor, Rolling Hills 
Baptist Church, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. 

A Haunting Memory 
World Hunger Sermon 
Luke 16:19-31 
As we focus on the problem of world 
hunger, I am reminded of an incident 
that occurred in my life as an eleven
year-old boy. My family and I were 
returning to the United States on fur
lough after serving as missionaries in 
the Philippines. En route, we docked 
in the Indian port city of Bombay. 

Disembarking, we quickly learned 
that Bombay's reputation for being 
one of the poorest cities in Asia was 
obtained honestly. We gaped at peo
ple who were literally living on the 
sidewalks. And for the first time, we 
saw people who were not only mal
nourished but were starving to death. 

A particular incident that I recall 
occurred one afternoon in a bazaar 
while my parents were sight-seeing. 
As they entered a small shop, I re
mained outside and began to walk 
alone. As I strolled along, I was ap
proached by some beggar children my 
age. Before I realized it, the one or 
two children grew to more than a 
dozen. I was suddenly surrounded. 
Forced to stop walking, I simply 
stood still and gave them the few 
coins that I had in my pockets. 

For a moment, the beggars smiled. 
And then the smiles faded. I became 
frightened as the Indian children's 
stares riveted me. Their faces began to 
reflect curiosity, and then envy, and 
finally muted hatred. Like a cat sur
rounded by dogs, I realized that I was 

Proclaim 


