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CHRISTIAN PRIDE 

SCRIPTURE: Romans 1:14-17 

INTRO: YOUNG KA TONG GAW, SON OF A WEALTHY 
FILIPINO BUSINESSMAN, ARRIVED AT THE BIBLE 
SCHOOL IN MANILA TO BEGIN WORK. HE WAS A 
PROUD YOUNG MAN. SOON AFTER ARRIVAL HE NOTED 
THAT THE BATHROOM AND TOILET IN THE BOYS' DORM 
WAS DIRTY. HE REPORTED THIS TO THE~~ 
WHO SAID SIMPLY, "I'LL TAKE CARE OF IT." YOUNG 1 

GAW ASSUMED HE WOULD SEND A SERVANT. 
A FEW MINUTES LATER GAW HEARD SPLASHING AND 

SCRUBBING SOUNDS, THEN HE SUBSEQUENTLY SAW THE 
PRESIDENT EMERGE, WET WITH PERSPIRATION. "YOUR 
BATH IS CLEAN," HE SAID. 

"SIR, YOU DIDN'T!" YOUNG GAW SPUTTERED. 
THE PRESIDENT NODDED. "WE CAN'T AFFORD TO 

HIRE A JANITOR SO WE HAVE TO DO THINGS FOR OUR
SELVES." 

NOW PASTOR TO INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IN 
CHICAGO, THE SEMINARY-~U~tTED GAW SAYS, "IT 
WAS A LESSON IN HUMILiif 1'1,0f1 VE NEVER FORGOTTEN." 
("Lesson for the Student p. 151, Hefley, A 
Dictionary of Illustrations.) 

KA TONG GAW IS NOT THE ONLY CHRISTIAN WHO 
HAS HAD A PROBLEM WITH PRIDE. 

PRIDE WILL KILL YOtffit,pW~, TURN PEOPLE 
AWAY AND REMOVE GOD'S HANDXJfitdM/ YOUR MINISTRY. 

SOMEONE HAS SAID, "CONCEIT IS THE ONLY 
DISEASE KNOWN TO MAN THAT MAKES EVERYONE SICK 
EXCEPT THE ONE WHO HAS IT." 

THE BIBLE WARNS AGAINST PRIDE. (Proverbs 
16:18) "PRIDE GoETH BEFORE DESTRUCTION AND 
AN HAUGHTY SPIRIT BEFORE A FALL." 

YET HERE IN OUR PASSAGE, PAUL TALKS ABOUT 
BEING "PROUD." "I AM NOT ASHAMED." "I AM 
PROUD OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST." 

IS THERE SUCH A THING AS "CHRISTIAN 
PRIDE?" YES THERE IS. BUT NOTICE THAT IT IS 
DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED TO THE PRIDE OF CONCEIT. 
LOOK AT VERSE 14 AND YOU WILL SEE WHAT I MEAN 

:14 [Read--"! am a debtor ... "] 
--NOTE: THE WORD, "DEBTOR," IMMEDIATELY TELLS 

US THAT THERE IS SOMETHING RADICALLY DIFFER
ENT BETWEEN THE PRIDE OF WHICH PAUL IS SPEAK
ING AND THE PRIDE OF CONCEIT. NO CONCEITED 
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PERSON WOULD EVER ACKNOWLEDGE A DEBT, AN OBLIGA
TION, TO ANYONE. SUCH PROUD PERSONS DO NOT FEEL 
EVEN THE OBLIGATION TO BE DECENT TO CERTAIN PEO
PLE. WHEN THERE ARE DI FFERENCES, THE ROUD ARE 
ALWAYS RIGHT AND OTHERS ARE ALWAYS WRONG . THEY 
ARE ALWAYS CORRECTING AND CENSORING OTHERS . THEY 
NEVE~ MAKE MISTAKES AND THEIR MOTTO IS "NEVER SAY ._ 

M,~Re ~~~:Y T~~M. ~o~~~s h~~L~J!L2:U Tos- ~~Wtld'f~ . . 
WELL, THIS IS NOT CHRISTIAN PRIDE. IT IS NOT 

THE KIND OF PRIDE OF WHICH PAUL IS SPEAKIN r:j'f(i/) 
S SAYING, (PHILLIPS TRANS. FEE~ -

SELF UNDER A SORT OF UNIVERSAL OBLIGATION, I OWE 
SOMETHING TO ALL MEN, FROM CULTURED GREEK TO IG
NORANT SAVAGE." 

"I CAN :COOK DOWN ON NO MAN. I CAN DEMEAN NO 
PERSON. EVERY PERSON I SEE IS A DIVINE MANDATE 
TO SHARE THE GOSPEL. THAT IS WHY I MUST PREACH 
THE GOSPEL ro YOU AT ROME AND TO EVERY OTHER 
LIVING BEING!" 

: WHAT ABOUT IT? WHAT KIND OF PRIDE IS 
-YO_U_~_ CHRISTIAN PRIDE£( OR THE PRIDE OF 
CONCEIT~ ~ r Jltt-f>.e ~pe[ · 

DO YOif HAVE ,ANY SENSE OF OBLIGATION, OF IN
DEBTEDNESS TO OTHERS? CAN YOU HONESTLY SAY WITH 
PAUL, "I AM DEBTOR BOTH TO THE GREEKS ... ?" 

IF YOU CAN, THEN NO LONGER IS "SELF" THE OB
JECT OF YOUR PRIDE BUT RATHER THE ''GOSPEL" IS. 

/. AND HOW DOES THIS RELATE TO OUR CHRISTIAN 
WITNESS? HERE IS HOW. IF "SELF" IS THE OBJECT 
OF MY PRIDE, THEN I DARE NOT DO ANYTHING THAT 
MIGHT REMOTELY PLACE ME IN A BAD LIGHT. IF I 
SHARE MY FAITH WITH ANOTHER THEY MAY FEEL THAT 
I AM STRANGE AND SELF WOULD SUFFER. SO I DON'T 
WITNESS. 

IF THE "GOSPEL OF CHRIST" IS THE OBJECT OF 
MY PRIDE THEN I CANNOT HELP BUT SHARE THAT GOSPEL 
WITH OTHERS. I WANT AS MANY AS POSSIBLE TO EX
PERIENCE THE CHANGE TH I S GOSPEL CAN BRING. 

;:,,- SO THE REAL ISSUE IW WHETHER OR NOT I ATTEMPT 
TO WIN SOULS IN NOT "OBEDIENCE" BUT "PRIDE." 
PRIED OF CONCEIT WILL PREVENT IT. PRIDE OF THE 
GOSPEL MAKES IT IRRESISTABLE. OR AS PAUL SAYS, 
(vs. 15 Living Bible) "SO, TO THE FULLEST EXTENT 
OF MY ABILITY, I AM READY TO COME ALSO TO YOU IN 
ROME TO PREACH GOD'S GOOD NEWS." 

:, 11 Notic t he Reasons for Such Pride: 
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I. THE PERSON IT REVEALS 
--Romans 1:16a "For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel of CHRIST." 
--NOTE: The "Gospel" is the "good news" o f 

Jesus Christ. It i s the good news of His 
birth, His life, His death, His burial, 
His resurrection, and His return. 

The "Gospel of Christ" is not a reci
tation of Doctrine. The "Gospel of Christ" 
is the revelation o f Christ. 

Who is t his Person? 
1. He is our Maste_r __ 

--Rom. 1:1 "A servant of Jesus Christ" 
--NOTE: You can t ell whose slave a per-

sonis by the Master's voice which he 
obeys . . . 

~/4, The word "servant" (" ave") leaves 
no room for pride. Paul settles that 
matter at the b e ginning of this letter. 
He does not wri t e as some ostentatious 
pompous, proud s oul, but only as an 
humble "servant of Jesus Christ . " 

No wonder h e won so many souls and 
built so many c hurches! His was "Christ 
ian Pride." He was proud to be a ser
vant of Christ. 

v~--separated unto the gospel of God: Paul 
states that he was set apart to share 
the good news of Christ. 

God has a plan for every person. 
Every one is an expression of God's 
thought. No man 's life is purpos~less. 
God sends each p erson into the world 
t o do some defin ite thing. 

And high on the J ist of priorities 
is to share the Gospel--to win souls 
to Christ who i s our Master. 

2. He Shares Our Humanity 
--Romans 1: 3 
--Hebrews 4:15 "For we have not an high 

priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin." (KJV) 

--NOTE: "He became what we are, to make 
us what He is." 

3. He Shares God's Diety 
--Romans 1:4 
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--NOTE: How do we know that Jesus is 
really the Son of God? How do we know 
that He is divine and thus that His death 
is valid payment for our sins? What 
proof do we have? 

--Romans 1:4 "Declared (proven) to be ... 
BY THE RESURRECTION from the dead." 

--NOTE: If Jesus had lived a lovely life 
and died an heroic death, and if that had 
been the end of Him, He might have been 
numbered with the great and the heroic 
figures, but He would simply have been 
one among many heroic ones. The fact 
that He was unique is guaranteed forever 
by the fact of the Resurrection. The 
others are dead and gone, and have left 
a memory. Jesus lives on and gives us a 
presence, still mighty with power. (Bar
clay, p. 4) 

The Christ of the Gospel ·a5 our master, 
not only shares our humanity, He shares 
God's Diety! And that makes all the dif
ference in the world--and in the world 
to come! 

This is the Christ the Gospel reveals 
and we have every reason to be proud of 
such a gospel! 

II. THE POWER IT RELEASES 
--Romans 1:16b "For it is the POWER of God 

unto salvation." 
--" ower"--(Gk.) am_is"--root word for "dy-

namite!" 
--NOTE: Paul is saying that he was proud of 

the gospel which it was his privilege to 
preach. It is an amaz~g,gp1AlP.,.S: Mt: t hi..n~ of 
the background of that ~ta£~n7t ·;1 Pati1~ 'has 
been imprisoned in Philippi, chased out of 
Thessalonica, smuggled out of Beroea, laughed 
at in Athens. He had preached in Corinth 
where his message was foolishness to the 
Greeks and a stumbling-block to the Jews, and 

~~; ~;o~~a~f 1l¢i~h~1e/~h~~~?~ 11{{:~ 9-~ t 
thing" in the gospel which made· Paul trium
phantly victorious over all that men could 
do to him. (Barclay, p. 9) 
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:a:. .' TH£ fPWE:R IT 'f? EJ..fA5c5 
That "something" is its power. 
This power provides salvation: 

--1. From Life's Infection--It is from a 
crooked and perverse generation that 
a man is saved ~~cts 2:40). The gos
pel provides a kind of divine anti
septic which keeps him from infection 
by the evil of the world. 

2. From Lostness--It was to seek and to 
save the lost that Jesus came. The 
unsaved man is the man who is out on 
the wrong road, a road that leads to 
death. The saved man is the man who 
has been put on the right way. 

3. From sin--A man is like a slave to a 
master from whom he cannot escape. 
He is like a patient who can diagnose 
the disease, who knows what is wrong, 
but who can find no remedy. The 
Christianssalvation liberates him from 
the tyranny of sin. (Barclay, p. 11) 

III. THE PEOPLE IT REDEEMS 
-- omans 1:16 "To everyone that believeth ... " 
--NOTE: I would be ashamed of a limited or 

a partial gospel ... We can take pride in 
a gospel that can reach anyone, anywhere, 
in any condition, and with any problem. 
1. Regardless of Their Race 

--vs. 16b "to the Jew .... and also to the 
Cir eek" · 

--ILLUS: Hitler's decree to churches: 
"If you have a Jewish mother, stand ... 
leave ... Father ... It is said Christ left 
those churches that day because He too 
had a Jewish mother and father." 

2. Regardless of Their Culture 
--vs. 14 "Greeks, Barbarians, wise, unwise" 

3. Regardless of Their Morals 
--vs. 14 "Greeks, Barbarians." There was 

a world of difference between the cultu
ral level of the Greeks and Barbarians. 
But there was no difference in their 
'1CIIU,S Both were saturated with immoral-
ity. 

--vs. 16 "salvation" means " iieliverance." 
It is deliverance from any level of im
morality. This is why the gospel is 



"good news" to people in serious moral 
trouble. 

--Bridge Sentence: For us to be so "proud" 
of the gospel of Christ, it must have some 
noble purpose. ~hat is its purpose--what 
does it hope to accomplish ... If accepted 
what will it realize? 

IV. THE PURPOSE IT REALIZES 
--Romans 1:17a 
--Phillips: "I see in it God's plan for impart-

ing righteousness to men." 
--n .B.: "This Good News tells us that God 

makes us ready for heaven--makes us RIGHT IN 
GOD'S SIGHT." 

--NOTE: Now that's quite an accomplishment! 
To take a sinner such as you or I and "impart 
righteousness to us," to "make us right in 
God's sight" is something to be proud of! It 
is difficult if not impossible to be made 
right in our fellow man's sight. But to be 
made "right in God's sight?" Well, that's 
something else! It is down right unthinkable! 

But that is the purpose the Gospel real
izes--in yourlife, in my life in the life 
of any repentant believer. What an accom-
plishment! What a cause for pride! 1 

- vs. 17a "Rlgn eousness"-(Gk.) "Dikaiosuna" 
(Thayer) "The condition acceptable to God-
integrity, virtue, purity of life, upright
ness. It also means: 

Justify"--The word justify, used in this 
sense, has a quite different meaning from 
its ordinary English meaning. If we justify 
ourselves we produce reasons to prove that 
we were right. But all verbs in Greek which 
en in oo do not mean to prove a person or 
thing to be something, or to make a person 
or thing to be something; they always mean 
to treat, or account or reckon a person to be 
something. Now if God justifies the sinner, 
it does not mean that He finds reasons to 
prove that the sinner was right--far from it. 
It does not mean that, at this point, He even 
makes the sinner a good man. 

What it does mean is that God treats the 
sinner as ifhehad not been a sinner at all. 



Instead of treating the sinner as a 
n to be obliterated God treats him as a 
child to be loved . That is what justifica
tion means. It means that God reckons us 
not as His en mies but as Hi r·ends, 
that God treats us not as ad m deserve, 
but as good mend It means He 
looks on us as - rea er o be punished, 
but as men and women on y o be loved. 
That is the very essence of the gospel of 
which we are so proud! (Barclay, pp.13-14) 

IV. THE PLAN IT REQUIRES 
--Romans 17b "The just shall live by faith." 
--L.B. (vs. 17) "This is accomplished from 

start to finish by faith. As the Scrip
ture says it, "The man who finds life will 
find it through trusting God." 

--NOTE: What is required_ for the gospel to 
realize its purpose in your life? 

Does it require penitence or sacri
fice or suffering? 

Does it require rituals or dogma or 
priestly intervention? 

What does God's plan require for 
the gospel to bring "salvation" ( s. 16) 
and "righteousness" (vs. 17) to you? 

The answer is found in the last ''so/4 ' ' 
word in verse 17--"FAITH!" l1.rlµ,,_n-i,Mliflff' " 

- -NOTE: Man is riot in this right rel a- p,.,.,..._H-10 
tionship because he has meticulou~, ~,I.V\1 
performed the works of the law.~ ;.,..J 
in it because in utter faith he has cast 
himself on this amazing mercy and love 
of God. 

In the Authorised Version we read 
the highly compressed phrase ,< ~he just 
shal ive by faith ; 1 but now we can 
see that this phrase in Paul's mind 

\ meant this--It is the man who is in a 
right relationship with God, not because 
of the works of his hands, but because 
of his utter faith in what the love of 
God has done, who really knows what 
life is like in time and in eternity. 
And to Paul the whole work of Jesus 
was that Jesus enabled men to enter 
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into this new and precious relationship with 
God. 7 Fear was gone, and love had come. The 
God whom men had thought an enemy had become 
a friend--All throu h faith. Barela . 14) 

--ILLUS: Everyone who goes to Rome pays a visit 
to the Scala Santa, or the Sacred Stairs of 
the judgment seat of Pilate. It can hardly 
be credited that the actual marble stairs of 
Pilate's judgment seat were brought to Rome, 
although such a thing is within the realm of 
possibility. 

Superstition bestows a special merit and 
grace upon the devout pilgrim who ascends 
those stairs on his knees. It was when he was 
in this act of devotion that Martin Luther, a 
pilgrim in Rome from Germany, heard the words 
sounding in his ear which afterward became the 
watchword of the Reformation- -"'lllllilii••• ,l.l 

Colt.: ~ 
- J: . T~e fe-RScm J+ RfvfAL5 

JI . The -PowEtt. 1-r 1ZtLEASf5 

.III. 7h e Pe. OPlE 1-l- KtDEE 1'15 

JY. The P LA Iv 1~ 'Rt'lVl R. ~5 


