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THE REDEMPTION OF MAN 
Romans 5 

. 1 it dawned on 
me that what was happening to me was an 
analogy of the very thing Paul was dealing 
with in Romans 5. 

Man, who was created in the image of 
God for fellowship with God, rejected that 
image and lost that fellowship because of his 
sin. Consequently, man had a problem he 
himself could not fix. 

That's what the Bible says. The first 
man and woman made a deliberate choice to 
disobey God. The consequences of their sin 
have infected all of mankind. 

This does not mean we are all guilty 
because of what Adam and Eve did. It means 
that we have all followed the same pattern 
and have all made the same choice. As Paul 
expressed it in verse 12: ttTherefor-e, just as 
sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way ~ l ~CTlM 
came to all men, because !J.Lsinned.' Rlplt11,1 (lfR~r,u · 

Across the centuries w ave made 'f ~ 
various attempts to fix the problem, but ~ 
nothing has worked. Instead of solving the 
problem, we have added to the problem. 

Here's h o d What man 
could not do for himself, God did for him. The 
M\11....,._..., was answered by the~~.r.w.w.w.i.,1,. 

No passage more clearly spells out 
the blessin s of and the basis for this 
redemption than the fifth chapter of Romans. 

The Blessings of Redemption 
Romans 5:1-11 

God did not just fix the problem. As is 
so often the case with God's grace, the 
solution far exceeded the problem. God has 
not only ~-the problem caused by 
man's sin. God has, i rovided 



/, 

Brian's Lines >March/April, 1996 

.w~ex~~e~dW!a2nd~ u!!:n19d~~~~ww;i· gs for 
those who accept His solution. 

In the first eleven verses of our text, 
Paul mentioned seven blessings which are 
ours as a result of our redemption 

First, we have PEACE WITH GOD (v. 
1 . Paul wrote in verse 1, "Therefore, since 
we have been justified through faith, we hav& 
peace with God t our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

When man sinned, we declared war 
against God. On the cross, Jesus won the 
victory and then declared a truce between 
man and God. By accepting the terms of the 
truce, we who have been at war with God can 
now be at peace with God. "We have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 
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What he did for me that day, in a 
much grander scheme, Jesus has done for 
us. He bas p11i 1,s io trn,cb wjth God 

9 Third, we have HO_P_ v .2 . Paul 
added, still in verse 2, "And w e·oi n the 
hope of the glory of God." 

By giving us peace with God, Jesus 
takes care of our past. God no longer holds 
our sins against us. 

By giving us access to God, Jesus 
takes care of our present. We can move into 
God's presence at ariy time. 

By giving us hope in God, Jesus takes 
care of our future. We, who have fallen short 
of the glory of God will some day share His 
glory. 

~ Second, we have ACCESS TO GOD 

Paul said, "And we rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of Goo." The word "rejoice" 
describes a triumphant, certain confidence 
about our future. We know our sins have (v. 2a). Paul added in verse 2 that through 

Christ 'we have gained access by faith into 
this grace in whjch we now stand." 

Have you ever tried to get in touch 
with a famous person? It is difficult to gain 
access, and the more famous, the more 
difficult it is. ~ H-•n,boq ~ 

Several years ago, while I was 
pastoring in Pensacola, we invited some 
Alabama football players to speak at a 
banquet. They told me I would have to get 
permission from their coac 
wh happened to be Ql;;,i11,1.,,1 

-been forgiven. We know we have awress t.o 
God. And, we know we will some day sb;;ue 
Hjs PIAC¥ Lt Fourth, we have PERSPECTIVE (w. 
3-4-). Paul co · ued in verse 3: "Not only so 
but we also· e·oi in our sufferings, because 
we know that suffering produces 
perseverance, perseverance, character; and 
chara~r,:;u:...r:'lnr,P n 

\: ejoice ·n verse is e same word 
as \'rejoice in verse 2 
Again, it describes a 

- --· I tried unsuccessfully 
for several days to get in 
touch with him. One day, e 
- oge , who was a member 
of my church, dropped by. He 
was a friend of Bear Bryant 

We know that our suffering will not 
destroy us but will instead develop 
us into individuals who will be able 
to fully appreciate the future God 
has prepared for us. 

triumphant, certain 
confidence. We have 
confidence not only in the 
glory at Go,d we will some 
day share but also in the 

and had once served on his 
coaching staff. e said, "I hear you want to 
get in touch with Bear Bryant." I explained 
what I wanted to do and why and my lack of 
success. Jet picked up the phone, dialed a 
number, spoke to the person who answered, 
and then handed me the phone. "Bear Bryant 
is on the phone!" 

sufferin hat we 
now bear. 

How can we rejoice in our suffering? 
We know that our suffering will aot destrQ¥ us 
but will instead deYelar- us into individuals 
who will be able to fully appreciate the future 
God has prepared for us. We have a different 
perspective. 
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D Fifth, we have GOO'S LOW (w ~). The 
blessings that come in redemption are not all 
future tense. They are not just blessings we will 
someday enjoy. This is not just "pie-in-the-sky-by
and-by." Redemption is present tense. Paul 
added in verse 5 at "Giii has PQared out his love 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. ' That is present 
tense. Right now, the love which God 
demonstrated on the cross (v. 8) is poured out into 
our hearts. Every step of our lives as Christians, 
we are filled with and engulfed by the love of God. 

' . Sixth, we have ASSU~llJE . 9-10} 
Salvation is a drama in three act . e been 
saved, in the past, from the penalty of si e are 

ing saved, in the present, from the power of sin. 
3 e will be saved, in the future, from the presence 

of sin. 
Our assurance that this drama will be 

played out to the end does not come from 
something we have 
done. It comes from 

We gave God our 
worst. In return, God 
gives us His best. 

something Christ has 
done. As Paul 
expressed it in verse 
9, "Since we have 
now been justified b 
his blood, how much 
more shall we 

saved from God's wrath through him!" 
'/ Seventh, we have RECONCILIATION (v. 

11). Paul wrote, "But we also rejoice in God 
t rough our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
haven w received reconciliation." 

· · · · "s one of the most beautiful 
words in the New Testament. If you've ever been 
estranged from a friend but then, in the process of 
time, been reunited with that friend, then you 
understand the meaning of the word 
"r:econciliation. 

Because of our sin, a wall of separation 
had been erected between us and God. We lived 
in the far country, far away from God. Through 
Christ, we have been invited to come back home 
to the Father. Consequently, we can once more 
enjoy the fellowship with God for which we were 
originally made. 

Our past, present, and future taken care 
of, our perspective on life changed; our lives filled 
with the love of God; our spirits in the process of 
being transformed; restoration to fellowship with 
God-what a deal! 
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We gave God our worst. In return, God 
gives us His best. 

The Basis for Redemption 
Romans 5:~2-21 

How is it possible for God to give us all of 
these things? The answer is: Jesus Christ. Paul 
explained the basis for our redemption in one of 
the most intriguing passages in the New 
Testament. We don't have time to go through this 
verse by verse. Let me instead summarize what 
Paul said in the closing verses of our text. 

Paul spotlighted two individuals: Adam 
and Christ, and he said in verse 14 that Adam 
''was a pattern of the one to come." In other JOrds, 
Adam and Christ were in a.>alpg9µ5,, 
wlliG\/WS!aocp~ and were exposed to ijDalogo11s 

~MC.CtYm~ and this is the key to the 
passage-they responded in different ways. am 
yielded to the temptation and as a result 
introduced sin and death into the world. Christ 
resisted temptation and as a result introduced 
righteousness and life into thf:} world. 

They faced analogous i5jtu3tjgg5 
cesoooded i11 different ways d consequently 
produxed different res s. a by .tais daai111 fir 
· brought death. His · · 
brought life. 

Every person has a choice: with which of 
these two do we want to be identified? Our choice 
will determine the consPquences in our lives. As 
Paul put it in verses -:- For if, oy the trespass 

e o e man, death reigned through that one man 
how much more will those who receive God's 
abundant provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man, 
Jesus Chris " 

Instead of condemnation, we can now 
have forgiveness. Instead of death, we can now 
have eternal life. And this forgiveness and eternal 
life are available t0 each of us through Jesus 
Christ. What will your choice be? Do you want to 
continue to be identified with Adam or would you 
like to be identified with Christ? Are you going to 
continue under condemnation and death or do you 
want to experience forgiveness and eternal life? 

God has redeemed man through Jesus 
Christ and holds out to each of us a plate full of 
spiritual blessings. They can be ours today! 
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