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Th_e words of our text focus our attention on a symbol more universal in its use and 
more important in its significance than any other in the world, the symbol of the cross. It 
is this central symbol of Christianity, the cross, upon which we will focus our attention as 
we think about Jesus the Savior. 

In describing the work of Jesus the Savior, the biblical writers do not focus on His birth 
with its unparalleled,uniqueness, or on His teachings with their divine audacity, or on His 
miracles with their astonishing power, or on Ris life with its unquestioned sinlessness. They 
focus on the cross. The spotlight is on His death. 

Two q:.1estions :mmed;ate!y a;ise -wvhen we consider Jesus' death on the cross. 

How Did It Come About? 

ow did tne death of Christ come 
about? The answer to that question can 
be found in each of the Gospels, for each 
Gospel writer gives attention to the events 
leading up to the cross. Nearly half of the 
Gospel of John and a third of the other 
three Gospels describe this final week in 
Jesus' life which culminated in the cross. 

The basic details can be succinctly 
summarized. After a three and one-half 
year public ministry, Jesus resolutely set 
His face to go to Jerusalem. There He 
raised his critics' ire by chasing the 
money changers out of the temple. There 
He healed the sick and revealed spiritual 
truth to the multitudes. There He spent 
quality time with His disciples. There 
Juda betrayed Him. There He was 
arrested. There He was put through mock 
trials. There He was condemned to die y 

W at Does It Mean? 

That's what happened. But a second, 
and more important question is this: what 
does it all mean? For us? Today? How 
did Jesus' death on the cross 2000 years 
ago obtain life for us today? 

We need to approach this question 
from two directions to provide a 
comprehensive answer: biblically and 
historically. 
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made with bands, that is to say, not ofi 
this creation- and otJhrough the blood of 
goats and calves, but through His own 
blood, He entered the holy place once foli 
a , aving obtajned eternal redemption." 

The scene in this case is the temple. 
Man's sin must be covered. So a priest 
approaches the altar and offers a 
sacrifice. But in this case, He offers 
Himself. It is His blood that is shed. He 
suffers for the sake of sinful men as their 
representative. Thus, their sins can be 
remo_ved from them. 

4. They also used the LEGAL IMAGE. 
We see this, for example, in omans 8: j: 
"There ·s therefore now no conde nation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus " 

Here the scene is the courtroom. The 
judge is God. The men who have broken 

the law now stand 

THE BIBLICAL APPROACH 
before the judge. 
They hear the verdict: 
guilty. They receive 

The FINANCIAL image: 
Mark 10:45 

The MILITARY image: the sentence: aeath. 
Colossians 1: 13-14 

The SACRIFICIAL image: 
But a righteous man 
who has obeyed the 
law perfectly, Jesus, 

• 

and the devil are at 

Hebrews 9:11-12 
The LEGAL IMAGE: 

Romans 8:1 

war for the possession of men. Satan 
has stolen them but Christ is the warrior 
of God who invades the enemy camp to 
get them back. The battle is fierce, and 
on Friday it seems as if Satan has won. 
But with Jesus' resurrection on Sunday, 
we recognize that the victory is His. He 
wins the battle and frees the captives. 

3. They also used the SACRIFICIAL 
IMAGE. We see this, for instance, in 

e rews 9:1 - ~2: "But when Christ 
aQpeared as a high priest of the good 
things to come, He entered through the 
greater and ore perfect tabernacle, not 

comes forward and 
takes their sentence 
upon Himself. He 

takes their place so they can go free. 
What the early Christians did was to 

go to the commonplace experiences of 
their lives - the slave market, the 
battlefield, the temple, the courtroom 

- and from these, they found 
some analogies to help them understand 
what God did in Christ. 

We must never, however, get so 
caught up in the analogies that we lose 
sight of the f the analogies are trying to 
explain. Because of sin, mankind fell 
short of the purpose for which God made 
him. Mankind had a need in his life he 
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could not meet. God provided for that 
need in Jesus the Savior. 

How does the dying of someone two 
thousand years ago affect our 
relationship with God today? 

Let's approach the question 
HISTORICALLY. In the history of 
Christianity, there has never been a 
single statement about the saving work of 
Christ that has become the standard 
around which the whole church rallied. No 
single idea about how Christ's death on 
the cross saves us has called forth the 
unanimous acceptance of the church . 
Rather, there has been a rich diversity as 
first one and then another theory has 
been suggested. All of these 
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wants to forgive mankind, but divine 
justice demands satisfaction for the sins 
of man. Sin has to be paid for and divine 
justice s tisfied before man can be 
forgiven. 

Jesus comes as God's agent to 
accomplish that satisfaction. Jesus is 
sinless and, thus, does not deserve the 
judgment of God. But He took upon 
Himself the judgment for our sin. Thus, 
the holiness of God is satisfied, and God 
can now forgive us. This is what Paul 
says in 2 Coriotnians 5:21. 

3. The INFLUENCE THEORIES see 
the problem to be within man. According 
to these theories, the problem is not an 

objective power that 
has man under its theories acr:oss the centuries 

can be put into three general THE HISTORICAL APPROACH control. It is n that 
categories. They are • The CLASSIC theories : the divine justice has 

to be satisfied. The 
thing that stands in 
the way of man's 
reconciliation to God 

distinguished by how they Hebrews 2:14-15 

identify the problem from • 
which Jesus saved us. 

The SATISFACTION theories: 
2 Corinthians 5:21 

• The INFLUENCE theories: 
1. The CLASSIC 

THEORIES locate the 
problem in an objective 

Romans 5:6-8 

power apart from God or man. There is a 
power--either Satan or death or sin-
which has man in its bondage. Man is 
under the control of an objective power 
from which he needs to be set free. 
Jesus comes as God's agent to confront 
these evil powers and to defeat them. In 
His death and resurrection, He wins the 
victory over them, a victory He shares 
with those who turn in faith to Him. This is 
what the writer of Hebrews had in mind in 

e6tews 2:14-15. 
2. The SATISFACTION THEORIES 

locate the problem within the heart of 
God. There is a tension in the inner 
being of God between His holiness on the 
one hand and His love on the other. God 

is man's attitude: his 
guilt, his uneasy 

feeling about God, his fear that God will 
not accept him. 

That is what needs to be changed. 
Jesus died on the cross not to remove an 
obstacle to the pardon of sinners in the 
mind of God but to convince sinners that 
no such obstacle existed. 

The death of Christ reveals that God 
already loves man and is ready to save 
him, and it influences man to quit hiding 
from God and simply to come to Him. 
This is expressed by Paul in our text in 
Romans 5:8. 

Whichever theory you choose as best, 
the truth is the same. he free gift of God 
is eternal life made available to us 
through Jesus the Savior __ A J.M1E_I 


