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THE RIGHT~~~.SjESS OF GOD 

(Third in a series of sermons on the Doctrine of God) 

What picture comes to mind when 
I mention the word God? What 
characteristic of God do you first think of! 
When Paul thought of God in the opening 
verses of his Roman · epistle, the first thing 
that came to his mind was the 
righteousness of God. Both F.B. Meyer, a 
Bible scholar of past generations, and 
Warren Wiersbe, one of the outstanding 
Bible commentators of our generation, 
confirm that this phrase -- the righteousness 
of God -- is the pivotal phrase in Paul's 
letter to the Romans. 

In one form or another the term 
righteousness appears in the book of 
Romans more than sixt times at does 
this phrase mean? What is the · ghteousness 
of God? I~~ :.lJ.s--

An Attribute 

First of all, when Paul mentioned 
the righteousness of God, he was talking 
about an attribute of God. Righteousness is 
something God has. When I talk about 
righteousness as an attribute of God I ,am 
talking about ' e righteousness of God. ,, vs. 17 

Righteousness is intrinsic to the very 

nature of God. That truth is proclaimed 
throughout Scripture. Jeremiah the prophet 
proclaimed, "You are always righteous, 0 
Lord" (Jer. 12:1, NIV). The Psalmist 
declared, "The Lord is righteous" (Pr. 
129:4). Ezra, one of the wise men of the 
Old Testament, declared, "O Lord God of 
Israel, Thou art righteous" (Ez. 9: 15). In 
the Revelation, one of the angels sang this 
song: "Righteous art Thou, who art and 
who wast, 0 Holy One" (Rev. 16:5). All of 
Scripture affirms the declaration by Paul in 
our text that God is righteous. 

But what does that mean? To speak 
of the attribute of the righteousness of God 
means God is always right! No matter how 
things look from our human perspective, no 
matter how confused life seems to be, no 
matter how uncomfortable are our 
circumstances, God is always right. 

A critic was disparaging God's 
creation one day. "It's all backwards," the 
man complained. "Look at the foolish way 
God has done things. He put the little 
acorn on a tree where it has a strong limb 
to support it. But He put the watermelon 
on a flimsy vine that can't even hold it up. 
If I were God," he asserted, "I would put 
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the watermelon on the tree and the acorn 
on the vine." Just as these words came out 
of his mouth, an acorn fell out of the tree 
and hit him on the head! God is always 
right. 

When Joseph was sold into slavery 
by his brothers he thought, "God is making 
a big mistake." Later, he could see God's 
hand in all that happened to him, and he 
had to admit, "God was right." 

When God chose Gideon to deliver 
His people, a man self-professed to be the 
.w.eakest.. memh~r of the ~ · y of 
the ~ ·.b . in all Israel, many 
muttered, "God is making a big mistake 
this time." But when Gideon tore down the 
idols and led God's people to victory, they 
had to admit, "God was right." 

When Jesus' limp, dead body was 
taken from the cross and placed in the 
tomb, the disciples gathered in the upper 
room and sealed the door and secured the 
windows and began to cry, "God has really 
blown it this time." But three days later 
when Jesus broke forth from the grave in 
the power of God and the ignominy of the 
cross was transformed by the victory of the 
resurrection, the world had to declare in 
unison, "God was right." 

God is always right. That is what 
Paul said. Let me tell you what that means. 

a.( l,V~'fJ Because God is !31ways right, WE 
CAN/\ TRUST HIM. At nmes, we cannot 
understand the things that are happening in 
our lives. Problems come that we do not 
think we deserve. Temptations come which 
we do not think we can handle. Anxiety 
begins to erode the confidence of our lives. 
At those times, we need to hear again this 
word: God is always right, and therefore 
we can trust Him. 

~cause God is always right, WE 
SHOULIJ\OBEY HIM. During World War II, 
General Montgomery was named 
commander of forces in North Africa for 
the purpose of rescuing the Allied forces 
from a dreaded debacle. He met with his 
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subordinates and told them simply, "Orders 
no longer form the basis for discussion but 
for action." 

How often, when we hear God's 
Word on a situation, do we debate it and 

· it and .me ~t against our 
opinion. The orders o ~ ..s-are not the 
basis for discussion but for action. Because 
God is always right, we should obey Him. 

When Paul spoke of the 
righteousness of God he was first of all 
speaking of an attribute of God. He was 
saying God is always right. 

An Activity 

We must immediately go further, 
however, and declare that when Paul 
mentioned the righteousness of God he was 
also declaring an activity of God. When I 
speak of righteousness as an activity of 
God this is the righteousness from God. 

Throughout the Bible we read of 
this righteousness from God. In ~,MMI~ 

3:2 - Paul elaborated on this idea. He 
said, "But now apart from the Law the 
righteousness of God has been manifested, 
being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all those 
who believe." In Psalm 1 ·6 the Old 
Testament writer spoke of the righteousness 
of God in reference the deliverance of 
Israel from the bondage of Egypt. In · ah 

_.......,.. the prophet spoke of the righteousness 
of God in reference to the deliverance of 
Israel from the bondage of Babylon. 

In the New Testament, that same 
idea of deliverance is there. The 
righteousness of God is not just an attribute 
of God. The righteousness of God is also 
His activity in Jesus Christ by which He 
redeems us and reconciles us to Him.li?b ~1{/{ 

A leader of the Mafia named T~ u 5 
Teague was on trial for murder. Some of 
his henchmen paid off Fogarty, a member 
of the jury, to hold out for a manslaughter 
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charge instead of murder. The trial was 
held, the judge's instructions were given, 
and the jury retired to deliberate. The jury 
finally came in with a verdict of 
manslaughter. Teague was overjoyed. He 
rushed to Fogarty's side. "Was it much of 
a fight in there?" asked Teague. "It was 
terrible," Fogarty responded, "the other 
eleven wanted to acquit you, but I held out 
for manslaughter." 

That is what the righteousness of 
God is about. The world is holding out for 
a conviction of guilty. Satan is holding out 
for a conviction of guilty. Even our own 
conscience convicts us. But God wants to , 
acquit us. God wants to set us free. That's 
what the righteousness of God means. 

Because God through His 
righteousness wants to liberate us and make 
us right with Him, WE SHOULD ACCEPT 
HIM. Two inmates attempted an escape 
from the Texas Department of Corrections 
in Huntsville Texas. Hercules Gann, aged 
49, and Billy Battenfield, aged 32, hid 
inside a tractor trailer that had pulled into 
the prison compound to make a delivery. 
The plan worked, or so they thought, for 
the guards failed to check the truck when 
it left the prison. As soon as the truck 
stopped, they would sneak out to their 
freedom. Fifteen miles down the road, the 
truck stopped and the two inmates left the 
truck, only to find they were inside another 
prison. They were quickly taken into 
custody and returned to their cells. 

That is a parable of life. We try to 
escape from the bondage of our sins by 
devising one scheme after another, but in 
every case, instead of finding our way to 
freedom we end up in yet another prison. 

e onl one who can liberate us from our 
in i the one who can ive to us His 

ri hteousness. Only through the 
righteousness from God can we be liberated 
f-A~ +tv;_ l,IJ,Rr/ft/&c,~5 t1f- &tlf<!.Sfl/ve.s. 

Because God through His 
righteousness wants to liberate us and make 

3 March, 1993 

us right with Him, WE MUST SHARE HIM. 
A missionary to South America told a 
group of children about God's love and His 
willingness to forgive us through Christ and 
restore us to a rightful relationship with 
Him. An elderly man joined the children 
and listened with rapt attention. After the 
children were dismissed, the old man said 
to the missionary, "May I ask you, madam, 
if this interesting and intriguing story is 
true?" "Of course it is true," the missionary 
replied, "It is in the Word of God." The 
old man responded, "This is the first time 
in my life I have heard that story about 
God. This story cannot be true, or someone 
would have told me before now." 

All around us today are people who 
have not been told that through Christ they 
can receive the righteousness of God which 
will enable them to be a part of God' s 
forever family. They may never know 
unless we are willing to tell them. 

Conclusion 

How do we know these things are 
true? How do we know God is always 
right? How do we know God will set us 
free from our sins if we put our lives in 
His hands? Paul said "the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to faith." ,g,,.._ I: 17 

The word "revealed" means these 
are things God has shown to us through 
His Son Jesus Christ. We did not discover 
these things ourselves. They have been 
revealed to us. 

"Faith" means we accept these 
things that have been revealed to us as 
true, and then we bet our lives o them. 

Will you do that toda~ ill you 
bet your life on the fact that God is always. 
right ;;,; ill you bet your life on the fact 
that God wants to liberat; yoU,. from the 
bondage of your sin? If so, then you too 
can begin to experience in your life the 
reality and the result of the righteousness 
of God. 


