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THE HOLINESS OF GOD 
Psalm 99:. -

(First in a series of sermons on the Doctrine of God) 

Picture a Jewish scribe, centuries 
ago, transcribing the Torah from one scroll 
to another. he the 
words with the quill pen. Suddenly, he 
comes to the word "God." H se down 

uill, and moves to the corner of 
. In quiet meditation, he spends 

extended moments in prayer. 
s clo es to bathe After his bath, he 

puts on a new set of clothes which have 
never before been worn. He takes in his 
han a n w q ·n which never before 

With great reverence, he returns 
to his desk and writes the name "God." 

the new quil 1s discarded new 
He bathes again. He 

puts on his old clothes, takes up his old 
pen, and continues his transcription. 

of the scribe out of 
unders of the holiness of 

I am not suggesung we o ow 
practice of these ancient scribes. However, 
we do need to recover their attitude 
concerning God. We should never speak of 
God so casual!~ relate to God so 
indifferently we lose sight of ijjs 

the holiness of God is one of 

~.:!:!.~~ 

the primary aspects of the portrait of God 
painted in the Scripture. As we begin this 
study of God, we focus first on His 
holiness. 

T Reality of God's Holiness 

When stood before the 
bush in the wilderness that was on fire but 
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was not consumed, God said, "Do not 
come near here; remove your sandals from 
your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground" (Ex. 3:5). When 
sa1 entered the temple, he was 

confronted with the angelic sextet who 
sang, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of 
hosts, the whole earth is full of His 
(ls. 6:3). Biblical portrait f God 
· c e strokes of His holiness. 

at the biblical writers can 
when they described God as ' o The 
Hebrew word means "to cut o ' or "to 
separate." Greek word also suggests -"t' 
the idea of separate or apart from. 
Thus to speak of God as holy means He is 
cut off from or separate from us. is 
e arateness of God can be understood in 

all, to speak of God as 
from us means 

US. A word 
expresses this idea is the 

anscendent. God is transcendent. He is 
superior to us. emember the love 
you ever experienced; God's love is 
greater. Recall the most sublime thgught 
which ever passed through your mind; 
God's thoughts are greater. Recollect the 
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contend with the Almighty?" 
(40:2). Overwhelmed by the avalanche of 
questions, Job responded, "Behold, I am 
insignificant; what can I reply to Thee? I 
lay my hand on my mouth" (40:4). Job 
recognized that God is greater than we are. 

That is a part of the 
holiness of God. But there is more. 

To speak of God as being separate 
from us also means s FRO 
s The word that expresses this idea is the 

word infinite. Finite means to have definite 
limits. Since God has no limits, since He is 
totally unique from us, we speak of Him as 
being infinite. not oiilY. · to 

s He is also · · from u . 
To say that God's is greater 

than ours, that His is 
superior to ours, that His supersedes 
ours, does not tell the whole story. He is 
not sirop1;y than we are, a person 
raised to a higher power. He is 
from us. He is a unique being with whom 
we can relate but whom we can never 
match. 

Solomon learned of the infinitude of 
God when he dedicated the temple. avid 
had wanted to build a house God, but 

as not owed to. Instead, Solomon was 
that opportuni . Now the temple was 

completed, and the dedication services were 
being held. The arlc of the covenant, 
representing the presence of God, was put 
in its place in the holy of holies. Suddenly, 
the cloud of God's presence, the Shekinah 
glory of God, filled the house of the Lord. 
And Solomon said, "Behold, heaven and 
the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, 
how much less this house which I have 
built" (1 Kings 8:27). reco 

a G is different than 
nite. 

In one of letters to Erasmus, 
Luther said, thoughts of Gad 
Jwman." That might be most 
sbattcoroiog io today: our 
thoughts of God are too/ human. ow 
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e ou we respond to this 
Included in this word of praise 

about God's holiness is a word of 
challenge to us. Because of who God is--
transcendent and infinite--the 
suggested two responses. 

of all, the Psalmist said we are 
>, It to t our 6 " To exalt God 

to acknowledge Him for who He 
really is. to the writer of 
Hebrews, this is the essence of faith, to 
"believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him" (Heb. 
11 :6). He is not our good buddy upstairs, 
someone with whom we can hang out when 
we don't have anything better to do. He is 
not our heavenly errand boy, ready to come 
at our bidding and deliver to us what we 
want e n nt, uni t · 

ne who 
o e or is hands. To 

recognize Him for who He really is--that is 
the essence of faith. 

In one of the most terrifying 
passages in the New Testament, the fir 
cha t r of Paul described the 
cons ences of failing to acknowledge 
God. He said, beginning in verse 28: "God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, to do 
those things which are not proper, being 
filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 
greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanders, 
haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, untrustworthy, 
unloving, unmerciful." 

t awful picture. did 
tltese le do that God would give them 
over to their mind and 

k at the opening phrase in 
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verse 28. It was because "they not see 
fit to acknowledge God any longer." 

we to a holy 
God? who 

e IS That means to accept His 
over our . That means W fo)]gw His 

for our That means to His 
in our lifi . We are to respond to 

God with faith. We are to acknowledge 
Him. 

a then, the Psalmist said, we are 
to rors1m· p His o '¥ . ' Recognizing 
who God is, we are to bow down before 
Him in humble adoration. Both of the basic 
biblical words for worship carry this 
meaning. The brew for worship is 
shachah which means "to bow down, to do 
homage." The Greek for worship is 

which means "to kiss toward" 
and conveys the idea of reverence toward. 
When we comprehend God's transcendence 
and infinitude, we desire to be in His 
presence so we can praise and honor and 
adore Him. 

s why Karl Barth said, 
' Christian worship is the most momentous, 
the most urgent, the most glorious action 
that can take place in human life." ause 
· n worshig, we come into the resence 

e transcendent, God and have 
communion with Him. 

ow are we to re_fil)Ond to a holy 
~ We are to worship Him. That means 

to come prepared to encounter God when 
we attend a worship service. That means to 
focus no on what we can get out of the 
ser:vic but we can put into the 
se ice. That means to encounter God in 
our own private times of devotion. We are 
to respond to God with worship. We are to 
~raise Him. 

Conclusion 

There are only 
to a holy God: or 

tumoo back. Which will make? 
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(Fifth and .sixth in a series of outlines on the book of Mark) 

THE MASTER'S MEN 
Mark 1:16-20 

Jesus issued to the first disciples a 
simple invitation to follow Him. In the 
calling of these first disciples, we discover 
the characteristics of discipleship. 

The call to discipleship FOCUSES 
ON JESUS CHRIST. Discipleship does not 
mean first of all to hold a certain set of 
doctrines or to express our commitment 
within a certain denominational context. 
Discipleship means to follow Jesus Christ. 

The call to discipleship IS OPEN 
ENDED. We don't like surprises. We are 
not comfortable when we are not in control 
and when we do not have a trip-tic of our 
journey clearly spelled out. Jesus' call to 
discipleship defies our desire for security. 
We are to follow Him wherever He leads. 

The call to discipleship DEMANDS 
SACRIFICE. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote 
about and demonstrated this truth. Decrying 
what he called "cheap grace," Bonhoeffer 
reminded us of the cost of discipleship. We 
must follow Jesus Christ, whatever the cost. 

The call to discipleship REQUIRES 
A I.JFETIME OF TRAINING. When Jesus 
picked these first twelve, they did not seem 
to have the qualities that would enable 
them to become pioneers in God's 
kingdom. They had a long way to go. The 
call to discipleship is a call to follow Jesus 
Christ as He molds and shapes our lives, 
and it is a call which lasts a lifetime. 

SPREADING THE WORD 
Mark 1:29-34 

An old country song carried the 
line, "Bad news travels like wildfire; good 
news travels slow." That is often true. 
However, in the story in our text, the good 
news of what Jesus did traveled quickly 
through the Galilean countryside. We can 
learn some lessons from this story about 
how to spread the word. 

It was a PERSONAL witness. The 
disciples did not share second hand news. 
It was not something they had heard about. 
It was something they had seen and 
experienced in their own life. Christian 
faith is like the measles. We have to have 
it before we can give it away. 

To be an effective witness, we must 
have an experience with Christ which is up 
to date, vital, and alive. 

It was a POINTED witness. They 
witnessed, not about themselves and what 
they could do but about Jesus and what He 
could do. The reason they so quickly 
spread the word about Jesus was that they 
sensed in Him a power no one else had. 
And they told others about that power. 

To be an effective witness, we must 
remember to focus the attention on Jesus 
Christ 

It was a PERCEPTIVE witness. 
When they discovered the healing power of 
Jesus, they brought to Jesus their friends 
who had a problem He could deal with. 

To be an effective witness, we must 
have a compassion that makes us aware of 
the needs of people and which motivates 
us to bring these people to Christ. 




