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THE YOU 

d 

INTRO: THE AUTHENTIC YOU! WHO ARE YOU? THE BIBLE 
SAYS YOU ARE MADE "A LITTLE LOWER THAN 
ANGELS;" THAT YOU ARE CROWNED WITH "GLORY AND 
HONOR;" AND THAT YOU ARE WONDERFULLY 
MADE. " THAT'S THE AUTHENTIC YOU! THIS IS YOUR REAL 
SELF! 

AND IF YOU ARE ANYTHING LESS THAN THIS TODAY, IT IS 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE ALLOWED YOURSELF TO BECOME SOME
THING LESS THAN THE AUTHENTIC YOU GOD CREATED. 

ORIGINAL SIN, AND NATURAL PERVERSITY WE 1HAVE KEPT 
FROM SEEING HIS AUTHENTIC SELF. RELIGION OFTEN SEEMS 
TO BE SAYING THAT MAN IS ALL BAD, A SINNER SPELLED WITH 
A A RAT FINK AND A LOUSE. IN THE PRAYER BOOKS 
YOU READ SUCH DEVASTATING CLAUSES AS WE CONFESS "OUR 
MANIFOLD SINS AND WICKEDNESS" AND "THERE IS NO HEALTH 
IN US," US "MISERABLE SINNERS." THIS KIND OF "IMPRINT
ING" PROBABLY DOES A GREAT DEAL OF HARM AND HARDLY 
BRINGS ANYONE TO JESUS CHRIST. 

THIS POINT I CAN SEE QUESTIONS BEING ASKED: 
BELIEVE IN ORIGINAL SIN?" "DO YOU 

DENY THE DOCTRINE OF THE DEPRAVITY OF MAN? 11 "DON 'T 
YOU BELIEVE THAT ALL HAVE SINNED AND COME SHORT OF 
THE GLORY OF GOD? " (Helping Each Other be Human, L. 
Hudson, p.9) 

I DO BELIEVE THAT WE ARE DEPRAVED SINNERS WHO 
HAVE COME SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD. BUT I ALSO 
BELIEVE THAT THE AUTHENTIC YOU IS A WONDERFUL 
CREATION OF GOD THAT HAS TREMENDOU5POTENTIALITIES 
POTENTIALITIES THAT WILL BE REALIZED ONLY WHEN WE 
HONESTLY ACCEPT THREE FACTS ABOUT THE AUTHENTIC YOU. 

THE AUTHENTIC YOU: 

' I. IS A CREATION OF GOD 
-- Genesis l:27-28a "So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them . And God blessed them .. 11 



A preacher was beginning his message very delib
erately as he spoke in the chapel of a girls' school. "My 
text," he said slowly, " i s a very solemn question: 
is man?' 11 There was a long oratorical pause. A brave girl 
near the back of the room said more loudly than she had 

Q friend A bless ing! JI (Hud son, p. 2) 
Well the Bible says man is a 

and that's something special! belit t ling 
yourself, pointing our your physical, mental or spir itual 
flaws is not humility. It is an and an ins ult to God 

creation of God to criti ciz e God the Create 
You should re joice the person God made you . You 

should the authentic per son you a re . In fact , 
Jesus said the pattern for loving others is the love you 
have for yourself! (Matt. 22:39b) "Thou shalt love thy 
. eighbor a s THYSELF . " 

And why shouldn't you appreciate your authent ic self? 
Yo were never supposed to be a carbon copy o f s omeone 
else. God made you unique. u are one of a kind and e 

ta be that Had God intended you to be 
someone else he would have made you someone else. 

- - US . Grant Teaff tells the story of the little boy who 
was asked, "And how are you? 11 He replied, why I 
am just fantastic! God don't make no junk! JI this 
is true because you are a creation of 

-- Note: Sooner or later in life each of us must face and 
answer the question: "Had I rather be an authentic person 
or a performe r ? Can I accept myself as the person I am 
and trust God to make of me all I am capa ble of or 
shall I go through life lamenting the fact I am not someone 
else as I desperately try to be what I was nev er made to 
be? 

- US: Tim LaHaye his book Spiri t Controlled Tempera
ment points out that there are four basic temperaments. 
No person is a single-temperament type. We are a mixture 
of temperaments with one being predominate above t he rest . 
There are strengths and weaknesses in e ac h of t he four 
t emperaments . One is not more spiritually inclined than 
anothe r. And all are a creation of God. 
What La Haye states is that we must accept the person we 
are with o ur own particular t e mperament and allow God to 
make t he most of our strengths while at the same t ime he 



, 

enables us to become victorious over our weakne.sses. 
What a relief it was to me when I this fact! I 

had gone through life thinking that to be "spiritual" I had 
II 

to be the kind of person LaHaye classifies as a "Phlegmati 
and I tried, but I couldn't be a "Phlegmatic"! That's not 
the temperament God gave I tend to be what LaHaye 
classifies as a "choleric". And this really bothered me 
because as a young preacher I knew an older minister who 
was deeply spiritual and he was a "Phlegmatic". So, I 
immediately concluded that to be II spiritual" I had to take 
on his And like young David in King Saul's 
armour, it did not fit! God never intended for it to "fit". 

And when I learned that an easy-going "phlegmatic" had 
just -as many weaknesses and no more strengths than the 
active, practical, strong-willed "choleric" I breathed a 
sigh of relief. It was then I honestly accepted the fact 
that my authentic self is a creation of God. And God 
expected and would enable me to use the best that i s in it 

I 

so you must fact that 
authentic you is a creation of God. that as 

you have tremendous potentialities! ! But there is a 
problem. The authentic you: 

11 . IS MARRED BY SIN 
-- Ge esis 3:17-18 23: "And unto Adam said, Because 

thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy · and hast 
eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
'Thou shalt not eat of it;' cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; 
and thou eat the herb of the field; ... therefore the 
Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,_ to till 
the ground from whence he was taken." 

-- xe9esis: The prob)em here did in what God had 
but in what this creat·on h · 

The the authentic Eve were They 
had tremendous £Otentialities ! exerci sing their free 
will they chose to allow th ir authentic selves and their 
world to be marred by sin! They not created disobey
ing God -- they to disobey God. 



- ILL US: During World War II a soldier who had been drink
ing was causing a scene on a Greyhound bus. The driver 
appealed to him to be quiet , then a s ked him to move back 
to h is seat and stay in it; finally, he took him by the 
collar and thrust him down into a vacant seat with a strong 
threat him over to the M . P . ' s at the next city. The 
soldier seemed subdued , and mumbled: 

''Oh well , it doesn't matter. I 'm not anybody anyhow . 
Nobody care s anything about me . 11 

He had probably thought that a hundred times but had never 
said it out loud before . Many people feel that way about 
themse lves. (Hudson, p .1) 

But someone does care and somebody . Their 
authentic self is full of exciting possibilities . But they 
have taken that authentic self marred i t with s in . 

- Apply: This soldier was not born a drunk . He chose to 
become a drunk and to let s in mar hi s true image. We are 
not born with lost virtue, or hatred and unforgiveness. We 
are not born ddicted to and full of rebellion. We 
are born the We crowned 
with glory and honor. We andwonderfully made 
We choose to allow sin to e nt er o ur a nd cripple our 
authentic selves . 

i n_ s 
God has placed un elievable potentialities in each 

of us @..]J;D would keep us fro m these. 
-- The story of the Prodigal Son is the of 

young with se but It is the 
story of with but whose 
is blasted to bits by immorality , greed and drink. 

"Every man · s tempted , when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death. 11 

6:23a 11 For t he wages of s in is death ... 11 

-- But how can yo u keep sin from marring your 
-- that God put in you? answer is 

cannot! same verse that says , the wages of 
s in i s death 11 a l so say s, "But t he gift of Go eternal 

Jesus C hrist our Lord! " So the authentic you whicl 
is a creation of marred by sin: 

,. 
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111. IS RESTORED BY JESUS CHRI T 
-- II Cor. 5:17 "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 

new creature: old things are passed away; behold , all 
things are become new . " 
1. o Can Save You 
-- Isa. 1: 18b " ... though your s ins be as scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow; though they be red lik e 
crimson , they shall be as wool . 11 

-- I l:7b "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleans
eth us from all sin ." 
(1) ecause he Loves Yo 
-- Note: Jesus often found himself telling people how 

much he loves them . He says (Matt. 6:25-34), 
"Look at the birds or the or the lillies of the 
field. 11 Then he asks, (Luke 12:6-7) "Are not five 
sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them 
is forgotten before God. Why, even the hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more 
value than many sparrows." In a day of forgotten 
men and downtrodden masses i t is .important that you 
realize how very much Chri st loves you . The good 
news is that Chri st loves you! 

(2) Because he died for you 
-- Romans 5:8 "But God proved his love toward us, in 

that while we were yet sinners , Christ d ied for us. 11 

-- At the of the a New York 
farmer was drafted for the army. His wife had 

died and left him the sole support of a family of little 
childre n. He was wondering what he could do, when 
a young an of the neighborhood who had none 
depending upon him came to his house and offered to 
go in his place. For the sake of his children the 
farmer accepted the offer. The generous friend 
marched off to war. In the first engagement he was 
shot and killed. news filterea to the New 
York farm. man took his horses from the field 
and drove to the scene of battle. he 
until he found body of his friend. He carried him 
back to his home and laid him tenderly in a grave in 
the village churchyard . From the he hewed a 
stone and cut upon it the se words, "He died for me. 11 

(Macartney' s Illustrations, p. 25) 



(3) cause you accept 
-- Note: How? 1) Admit you are a sinner 2) C hr:ist 

can save 3) him to save you 
H):13 "For shall ca ll upon the 

name of the Lord shall be saved ." 
-- John "Verily, verily, I say unto you , He that 

heareth my word , and believeth on h im t hat sent me , 
hat h everlasting life, and s hall not come into con
demnation; but i s passed from death unt o life . 11 

2 . Who Can Centro You 
ILLUS: Dr. Henry Brandt, one of the leading Christian 
psychologists in America, once stated to a group of 
ministers that if. his patients wou ld not accept Jesus 
Christ, he could not help them. He knew of no cure in 
the realm of psychology for all of man's behavior 

but in Christ he had found the answer . 
To further illustrate his absolute confidence in the 

power of Iesus Christ, Dr. Brandt once stated: "You 
can use your background as an excuse for present be 
havior onl y you receive Jesus Chri s t as your 
per sonal Lord and Savior. After that you have a new 
power within you t hat i s a ble to change your conduct." 

As a pastor, I have been thrilled to see the Spirit 
f take a weak, temperament a nd transforn 

it into a living exa mple of the power of 
S i rit-Controlled Tern erament , Tim La Haye. p . 9) 

- - , - a 8:1 
-- Note: Your grea test n eed is not "self-control" but rathe1 

. 

The Lord Jesus, 

Satan places obstac before men: he tries 
keep them from receiving Chri st as Savior, if he 
fails in this , he then tries to keep men from 

the importance and work of the Holy Spirit. 
a man is converted, Satan seems to have two 

· ferent . He tries to get en to ociate 
the filling of the Holy Spirit wit excesse , 

l 



or, the opposite swing of the pendulum, t 1 n e the 
Ho y Spirit altogether. (La Haye, pp. 5 7-58) 

-- Apply: can I be filled with and c 
. . ? 

1 . Self-Examination 
-- I Cor. 11 :28 "Examine himself" 
2. Confession of all known 
-- I John 1 :9 "If WE confess OUR sin, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us OUR sin, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." 

3. Submit yourself completely to God (no strings 
attached) 

-- Rom. 6:11-12 "Likewise ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin there
fore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof." 

4. Ask to be filled with and controlled by the Holy 
Spirit 

-- Luke 11:13 "If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children: much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him? 11 

5. this promise with the same faith you 
accepted Christ as Savior and thank God for 
keeping his promise 

6. Every day commit yourself afresh to Jesus Christ. 



CONC: ThP. Touch of the Master's Hand 
'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer 

Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin, 

But he held it up with a smile. 
"What am I bidding, good folk?'" he cried, 

"Who' 11 start the bidding for me? 
"A dollar - a dollar - then, two, only two -

"Two dollars, and who ' ll make it three? 
"Going for three" but no -

From the room far back, a gray-haired man 
Came forward and picked up the bow, 

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, 
And tightening the loosening string, 

He played a melody pure and sweet 
As a caroling angel sings. 

The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 

Said, "NOW what am I bid for the old violin -
And he held it up with the bow. 

"A thousand dollars -- and who'll make it two? _ 
"Two thousand -- and who'll make it three? 

"Three thousand once - three thousand twice -
"And going and gone, " cried he . 

cheered , but some of them cried, 
"We do not understand. 

"What changed its worth?" --Quick came the reply 
"The touch of the Master's hand." 

And many a man with life out of tune, 
And battered and scarred with sin, 

Is auctioned cheap, to a thoughtless crowd, 
Much like the old violin. 

A "mess of pottage" - a glass of wine, 
A game and he travels on: 

He is going once - and going twice -
He's going - and almost gone! 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand 

The worth of a soul, and the change that's wrought 
BY TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND. 

8 



THE AUTHENTIC YOU MAY BE MARRED AND BATTERED BY 
' SIN. BUT THE MASTER IS HERE TODAY TO REDEEM AND TO 
RESTORE YOU SO THAT YOU MAY BECOME ALL GOD MEANT 
FOR YOU TO BE. WILL YOU RESPOND TO THE TOUCH OF 
THE MASTER Is HAND? 



The Authentic You 
Psalm 8:4-6 

Sardis Baptist Church 
January 26, 2014 

The authentic you is a wonderful creation of God that 
has tremendous potentialities! 

I. The authentic you is a creation of God - Genesis 1 :27-28a 
> You should rejoice in the person God made you - Matt. 22:39a 
> You are one of a kind and God meant for it to be that way 
> You have tremendous potentialities! 

II. The authentic you is marred by sin - Genesis 3: 17-1 & 23 
> The problem rests in what creation allowed sin to do 
> Sin prevents us from becoming all that God intends us to be 
> You cannot keep sin from marring your authentic self 

III. The authentic you is restored by Jesus Christ - II. Cor. 5: 17 
1. Who can save you - Isa. 1: 18b & I John 1 :7b 

(1) Because He loves you- Luke 12:6-7 
(2) Because He died for you - Rom. 5:8 
(3) Because you accept Him - Rom. 10: 13, John 5 :24 

2. Who can control you - Rom. 7:19, 24-25a, 8:1 
> Your greatest need is not "self-control" but "Christ-control" 
> How can I be filled with & controlled by the Holy Spirit? 

(1) Self-examination - I Cor. 11 :28 "Examine himself" 
(2) Confession of all known sin - I John 1 :9 we confess" 
(3) Submit self completely to God - "Reckon yourselves" 
(4) Ask to be filled with and controlled by the Spirit 

--Luke 11 :13 "How much more will your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" 

(5) Accept this promise with the same faith you accepted 
Christ as your Savior and thank God for keeping His 
promise 

(6) Every day commit yourself afresh to Jesus Christ 
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