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THE LONG LOOK 

Intro: NEVER BEFORE HAS IT BEEN SO TO 
MAINTAIN COOL HEADS. IN THE FACE OF .CURRENT THREATS 
AND CONTINUING PROBLEMS WE DO WELL TO TAKE STOCK OF 
OUR FAITH IN THE FUTURE. TWO MAJOR PROPOSITIONS WILL 
AID US IN MEETING THE HYSTERIS OF OUR TIMES AND WILL 
BETTER PREP ARE US FOR THE NEW YEAR AHEAD. 

WE CAN BECOME TERRIBLY DISTURBED IF WE TAKE THE 
SHORT LOOK--IF WE CAN ONLY SEE THE PROBLEMS AT HAND. 
IT IS THE LONG LOOK THAT GREAT 

I °fh.\t 

I. THE LONG LOOK PROVIDES A TONIC FOR 
DISCOURAGEMENT 

of history reveals that the wise providence 
of God seems to save man from his own Our own 
despairs shrink when we view the despairs of the past. It 
does us good to again the well-known wailing walls 
of the centuries. 

--ILLUS: An editorial reads: "It is a gloomy day in hi story. -Not in many years, not in the lifetime of many men now 
livi ng has there been so grave and deep apprehension . In 
our country is ... universal prostration." This is not 
from editors pen today . This is an editorial from an 1857 
Harper's Weekly. 

--ILLUS: voices have joined the chorus during 
the years. the Duke of. Wellington saying in 1851, 
"I Thank God I shall be spared from seeing the consumma
tion of ruin that is gathering about us We hear 
speaking in 1849, "In industry, commerce, and agriculture 
there is no hope . " Shaftsbury in 1848 declared , 
"Nothing can save the British. Empire from shipwreck . 

Grey said in 1819, "Everything is tending to convulslor 
Wilberforce ·n 1800 declared, "I dare not marry; 

the future is so dark and unsettled. Pitt about 
1780, "There is scarcely anything around us but ruin and 
despair And then there i s Bernard of Cluny in 1150 
"The world is very evil , & the times are waxing 

--Note: Men have often s poken the j udg ment of 
race. They have been fooled many times. Here is the 
profound utterance of a great American: "I am very afraid, 



that, in process of time, New England will be the wofulles· 
place in all America; as some other parts of the world, one 
famous for religion, are dolefullest on earth. Wher 
you see to the ground--then knov 
it is a terrible thing, God is about to bring upon 
this land." This is Increase Mather speaking at Harvard 
University in 1696. 

--ILLUS: Geor e Whitfield in 1740 ob r ed: "Boston has 
kept the form of religion but had lost much of the power. 
Jewels and gay apparel are commonly worn to church by the 
female sex. The infants who are brought for baptism are 
wrapped in such finery that one would think they had been 
brought to church to be initiated into, rather than renounce 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked 

t the resent-da concern over the 
absence of reli ion on our colle e cam uses may be found 
in the observation that in two of the en
tire student body joined the college church, while most of 
the students were openly atheists. TODAY almost all 
colleges have full-time chaplains, Most denominations 
have leadership. 

--APPLY should not discount the fact t hat our present 
world has many forbidding aspects and grave problems. 
Nor does it solve our difficulties today to know that men 
have been bewildered and discouraged before. BUT a. 
historical perspective that recognizes the LONG, painful , 
and uneven journey of the human race does help us attain 
an attitude of faith, courage, and hope with which can 
better face our 

--ILLUS: uth usuall catches the brunt of do msda 
mentality. In John Bunyan wrot.,e, "Oh, it is 
horrible to behold h9w irreverently , how disrespectfully, 
children at this day carry on to their parents; snapping and 
checking, curbing and rebuking of them as if they had 
received a dispensation from God to d i shonor and di sobey 
their parents. 11 Another "Our world is full 
corruption. Children no Jonger obey their parents." This 
was chiseled in a tablet of stone in Constantinople and 
written a prince to a friend 4,800 years 

at the " oint of n r tur " 1s no 
such thing as the good old days. Had the world been fore 
doomed to godless destruction, it would long since have 



perished) Whenever we get discouraged about our day 
and about the future, the best tonic in the world i s t he 
reading of history. God must be in it for man to have 
survived himself. 
l. Look At ricultural Problems 
--Note: We feel problems (and we do) did 
--

our forefathers. Here are the words of a sign on 
Texas farm house as reported in the Mason, Texa s News, 
June 18, 188 7: 11 2 50 miles to nearest post offi ce, 100 miles 
to wood, 20 miles to water, and 6 ·nches to Hades! God 

our home. Gone to live with 's Ni 11 

. Look At Political Problems 
--Note: We have our political roblems and like to lay the 
blame for our ills on "that man in the Whit e House ,"who
ever he may be. We to predict national disaster beca 
of our political enemies. This is not new . A ormer pre s i 
dent of Yale, Timothy Dwight , apparently took hugh delight 
in denouncing a man who was running for President of the 
U. may see our wives and daughters the victims of 
legal prosti.tution, soberly dishonored, and polluted; the 
outcasts of delicacy and virtue, the loathi ng of God and 
man. 11 Who was the object of this denunciation? The 
immortal Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of 
Independence, the patron saint of democracy! 
3 . Look At Labor Problems 

--Note: We have our labor problems. So did the employees 
of one of our great-dept. stores //L,years ago. They were 
required to work 14 hours 'lhere allowed one evening 
a week in which they had to go to prayer meeting, and 
warned that 'the habit of smoking Spanish cigars, being 
shaved at the barber's, and going to dances' would g ive 
their em lo er reason to be suspi cious of their integrity. 11 

4 . Look At National Disunity 
--Note: We do have disunity on a national level , but s o 
did the fathers of our country. Congressman Josi ah Quine 
in 1819 fought against admitting Alabama to statehood. He 
argued: "You have no authority to throw the rights & proper 
ty of this people into the 'hotchpotch" with the wild men o 
the Mi ssouri nor the mixed, tho' more respons ible breed of 
Anglo-Hispan-Gallo-Americ a ns who ba sk on the s ands in 

the mouth of the Mi ssi ssippi . 11 



Look. At the Problems of War. 
--Note: There is a greater level of peace throughout the 
world today than in many years--yet the threat of war 
looms over us day and night. We must remember, howeve 
the days.tlen en lived by fighting, when wars were cont: 
uous and unen hasn't been very many years since 
no one would dare go about his work without the protectio1 
of arms The idea o wor peace an rotherhood had onl 
recent y been into focus. We must not be dis
couraged if it takes time to banish war from the earth 

e are sure t e pro ems o the world today 
have never before been matched in history. And it is 
well to look at the record. 'Ih e problems of the present 
are no greater than those of the past in proportion to the 
ability of man to meet them. most thin<l 
about the list of man's problems is that the 
advancements in them have been made the_ 
Gospel of Jesus Christ has made known its 

II. THE LONG LOOK FORWARD BRINGS HOPE AND COURAGE 
- - Paul: "But this one thing I do, forge tting ... reaching.! 

48 :14 "For this God is our God for ever and ever!" 
--Note: The erspective of reveals that this is God's 
world and that he uses the folly of man to his own glory. 
We must be patient, and we must have faith in God. Too 
many people today are feeling that, having come so far, 
mankind can go no father greatest difficulties may 
still be ahead of us. However, means that our great
est achievements are yet 1 on g ook back
ward reveals that mankind has staggered through some ver 
unpromising situations in search for a better way. It i s 
likely to keep on doing so. In spite of the threat of war, 
political scandals, and future uncertainties, 
of God is still operative in the lives of men! 

. Bec a use of the Promi ses of God 
--Deut. 33 :2 7 "The eternal God is thy refuge, and under; 

neath are the everlasting arms." (o.+14,... o/f/ ... 
--Note: It is no wonder our are shortened and 

discouraged. We are shortsighted. Our v · sion is 
restricted by current movements of the ·stock exchange, 
votes of congressmen, by the private lives of movie actre, 
ses. We are so deafened by the prophets of doom that we 



0 PROVIDES HOPE AND 
can't hear the "still small voice" o t e etema . We need 
to take the long look, to sing again the song of the 
Psalmi~,','~ fe o ever and ever. 
2. Beeci'Use of the Wisdom of God 

--I Cor. 1 :25 "Because the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than. 

--Note: God is a very wise God. He has not deserted 
people . God is ready to lead us onward and uJ:)ward if we 
will follow and trust His wisdom. Out of this chaos a 
better day shall come. T re alwa s new life forces 

t work whidh God create and of which God alo e . 
· the li ht comes . The year 181 

was said by many despairing writers of that time to be the 
of the race. It was midway between the battles 

Trafalgar and Waterloo, and freely given were the predic
tions that hour of doom had come. And yet· 
even at that dark hour there was a lad by the name of 
Abraham Lincoln playing before the doorway of his mothers 
cabin in the Kentucky mountains; Alfred Tenny son, was 
just beginning to dream his dreams; and Oliver Wendell . 
Holmes was a babe in his mother's arms mankind's 

" 
darkest hour s the wisdom of God the evil of men 

with an emergence of and power. 
--APPLY: We need the 1 on g look. It has the power to 

us that our fondest dreams of the reign of God 
one _day become a reality--that indeed "The King Comini 
3 . Because of the Controllin Power of God .,, 

--Psalm 46:6 11The heathen raged, the kingdoms were 
moved: u -tered voice, the earth melted. 11 

--Note!- been in business a long time. Ce 
(.Q.,,,,, pass, and Go. Qiyi lizations blossom 

and decay. of hu1aafl is never smooth. 
But Power.never ceases do well to 
remember that this is still God's world and that God is 
with us. God is still in charge of affairs and still , as 
always, refuses to suspend his laws to satisfy our im-> patience l o n g look gives us a faith in a God BIG 
enough to be at It keeps us be
ing swept off our feet by the emotions of the day . I~ n 

us to that ro res s. if not inevitable a t 

_ 
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THE WAY TO A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

To leave the old with a burst of song, 
To recall the right and forgive the wrong; 
To forget the things that binds you fast 
To the vain regrets of the year that's past. 

To have the 
Of the not worthwhile old, 
To dare go forth with a purpose true 
To the unknown task of the year that' s new. 

To help your brother along the road 
To do his work and lift his load; 
To add your gift to the world's good cheer 
Is to have and to give a Happy Year!" 

-Robert Brewster Beatie 



THE WAY TO A HAPPY YEAR 

To leave t he old with a burst of song, 
To recall the and forgive the wrong; 
To forget the thing that binds you fast 
To the vain regret s of the year that's pa.st; 
To have the strength to let go your hold 
Of the not worth while of the grown old 
To dare go forth with a purpose 
To the task of the year t ,ha t' new; 
To help your brother along the road 
To do his work and lift his load; 
To add your gift to the world's good cheer, 
I s to have and to give a Happy New Year. 

--Robert Brewster Beatie 



memorandum that has been circulating on the Internet. It concerns a company that decided to 

avoid the Y2K problem altogether by replacing their computers with Etch-A-Sketch pads-those 

creative little pads children use. They gave many sound reasons for doing this: 1. No Y2K 

2. Reduction in technical problems; 3. Major reduction in software costs. As part of 

this memorandum the company listed answers to the most "frequently asked questions" about 

Etch-A-Sketch pads. Here are some of them: 

Question: My Etch-A-Sketch has all of these funny little lines all over the screen. What do 

I do? Answer: Pick it up and shake it. 

Question: How do I tum my Etch-A-Sketch on? Answer: Pick it up and shake it. 

Question: How do I tum my Etch-A-Sketch Answer: Pick it up and shake it. 

Q: What is the proper procedure for rebooting my Etch-A-Sketch? Answer: up and 

shake it. 

Q: How do I delete a document on my Etch-A-Sketch? Answer: Pick it up and shake it. 
Q: How do I save my Etch-A-Sketch document? Answer: Don't shake it. ( 1) 
It would be nice to substitute Etch-A-Sketch pads for computers, wouldn't it? Some of 

you may feel I am having too much fun with a potentially serious situation. 

A recent poll in USA Today (6-8-99) showed that as many as of experts think that the 
Y2K computer glitch will have a serious impact on our society. About 10% think that it is going 
to be the end of the world we know You have ahout neonle out of 



The Long Look 
Psalm 48:9-14 Pew Bible page 492 
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has it been so important 
maintain cool heads. In the face of of 

the New Millenium, we do well to 
of our faith in the future. 

We can become disturbed we 
the short look. It is the long look that 

makes 2000 and a promise/ 

I. The Long Look Backward Provides A Tonic For 
Discouragement 
A review of history reveals that the wise 
providence of God seems to save man from his 
own folly . 

We should not discount the fact that our present 
world has many forbidding aspects and grave 
problems. BUT a historical perspective that 
recognizes the LONG, painful, and uneven journey 
of the human race does help us attain an attitude of 
faith, courage, and hope with which we can better 
face our day. 



are at the "point of no return." There is no such 
thing as good old days." Had the world been 
foredoomed to godless destruction, it would long 
since have perished. 

1. Agricultural Problems 

2. Political Problems 

3. Labor Problems 

4. Problems of War 

The most significant thing about the list of 
man's problems is that the greatest advance
ments in solving. them have been made where 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ has made known 
its influence. 

II. The Long Look Forward Brings Hope and 
Courage--Phil. 3:13; Ps. 48:14 
1. Because of the Promises of God- Deut. 33:27 

2. Because of the Wisdom of God-1 Cor. 1:25 

3. Because of the Controlling Power of God-Ps.46:6 

r-------------------, 
The long look gives us a faith in a God BIG 

enough to be worthy of our worship. It keeps us 
from being swept off our feet by the emotions of 
the day. It enables us to realize that progress, if : 

not inevitable, is at least possible. 
L 
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The Long Look 
Psalm 48:9-14 

We can become terribly disturbed ifwe take the short look. 
It is the long look that makes 2003 and beyond a great promise! 

I. The Long Look Backward Provides A Tonic for Discouragement 
> A review of history reveals that the wise providence of God seems to save man from his 
own folly. 

> There is no such thing as "good old days." Had the world been foredoomed to godless 
destruction, it would long since have perished. 

l . Agricultural Problems 

2. Political Problems 

3. Labor Problems 

4. Problems of War 

> The greatest advancements in solving man's problems have been made where the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ has made known its influence. 

II The Long Look Forward Brings Hope and Courage 
- Phil. 3:13 and Psalm 48:14 

l. Because of the Promises of God- Deut 33:27 

2. Because of the Wisdom of God- I Cor. 1:25 

3. Because of the Controlling Power of God - Psalm 46:6 

The long look gives us a faith a God BIG enough to be of our worship. 
It keeps us from swept off our feet by the emoti.ons of the day. It 

us to realize that progress, if not inevitable, is at possible. 
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The Long Look 
Psalm 48:9-14 

We can become terribly disturbed ifwe take the short look. 
It is the long look that makes 2003 and beyond a great promise! 

I. The Long Look Backward Provides A Tonic for Discouragement 
> A review of history reveals that the wise providence of God seems to save man from his 

own folly. 

> There is no such thing as "good old days." Had the world been foredoomed to godless 
destruction, it would long since have perished. 

1. Agricultural Problems 

2. Political Problems 

3. Labor Problems 

4. Problems of War 

> The greatest advancements in solving man' s problems have been made where the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ has made known its influence. 

II The Long Look Forward Brings Hope and Courage 
- Phil. 3:13 and Psalm 48:14 

1. Because of the Promises of God- Deut 33:27 

2. Because of the Wisdom of God - I Cor. 1 :25 

3. Because of the Controlling Power of God - Psalm 46:6 

The long look gives us a faith in a God BIG enough to be worthy of our worship. 
It keeps us from being swept off our feet by the emotions of the day. It enables 

us to realize that progress, if not inevitable, is at least possible. 




