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WHERE DOES HOPE COME FROM? 
Psalm 2 

We need to remember a basic principle of biblical interpretation as we consider our text this 
morning. Before we can accurately understand what a passage of Scripture means to us we 
need to understand what it meant th . 

This psalm was originally a royal psalm of Israel. The king was the anointed king of Israel. The 
nations which plotted and the people who conspired were the other nations around Israel who 
hoped that the time of transition between kings would give them an opportunity to capture some 
of Israel's land and undermine Israel's influence. The word of warning was a word of warning to 
these very people that Israel was God's people and that Israel's king was God's anointed and that 
the gathered power of the other nations was nothing when pitted against the power of Israel's God. 

Some scholars believe this psalm was 
each time a new king was anointed in 

Israel. The purpose of its reading? To instill the worst shape it's ever been in." Many 
confidence and hope in God's people as they Id th t . . wou agree w1 a assessmen an wou 

out His purposes. That was the 1 3 t t . . . . accep verses - o our e as an accura e 
ongrnal and purpose of royal . p I 

1 escnp 10n o our 1me. agan peop e o ay 
psaHm. t ragiQQ against all that is good and decent. owever , came o ave a w1 er . . 

. ' . • 1 Pagan people today are after thrngs 
as Israel passed from the ' h' · '2o I w ,c ave no agan peop e o ay 

scene and the throne of Israel was destroyed. 1 h. ·fi 
Th h f th. I b 'fj d RP 199 aga1ns an 1ng w IC ,es 

e ope o 1s psa m came to e I ent, ,e · ·th yv 1 . . . o or 1s assoc,a e w1 1m. erses - . 
not with another human of Israel but . . . . . 
th d. · M · h Id th provide an accurate of our 
S . ivmfeth O wou come as e world as we move to the end of the twentieth 

av1or o e war . 
century. 

It is this wider meaning that I want to What we need to realize is that these 
consider this morning. It is this wider verses are also an accurate description of life 
meaning that will do for us as God's people 
today what it did for God's people of old: instill in the and in the first 

century and in the eighth century before 
confidence and hope as we carry out His Christ. Politicians say otherwise, but the truth 
purposes. is, the world is not a whole lot different than it 

A little boy was asked by his teacher to 
describe the shape of the world. The little boy has evei,. been. 

Some bemoan the loss of values 
responded, "My daddy says the world is in and long for life as it was back the fifties. 
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Yet, the fifties was the time when eyton 
Place peeled back the facade and showed life 
as it was. 

Some bemoan the 
in oar country today and long for life as it was 
back in the first century. Yet, the first century 
was the time of the Caesars who did not just 
practice homosexuality but exulted in it. 

Some bemoan who aggressively 
attack God and long for life as it was back in 
tne Old Testament. Yet, the Old Testament 
was the time when "the nations conspired" (v. 
1) and when ''The kings of the earth take their 
stand and the rulers gather together against 
the LORD and against his Anointed One" 
2). 

For that kind of world and for the kind of 
world in which we live, the psalmist has a 
message of hope. We do not have to despair. 
We do not have to give up. We do not have to 
fear. We can have hope. 

Where does this hope come from? This 
royal psalm provides two answers to that 
question. 

Hope Comes From a Realization 
of Who God is 

(2:4-5) 

This hope comes, first of all, from a 
realization of who God is. Notice the 
remarkable description of God in verse 4: 

One heaven laughs; the 
J scoffs at them.' 

Dick Sheppard (1880-1937), famous 
Anglican clergyman in England during the first 
half of this century, was in great demand as 
a speaker. He developed an upper 
respiratory problem the night before he was 
to begin an important series of lectures. 
Sheppard was upset, fussing and fuming and 
tossing on his bed, in anguish over his illness. 
When he finally fell asleep, he dreamed that 
he went to heaven and saw God pacing 
restlessly up and down. God was wringing his 
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hands in despair and repeating, ''What am I 
going to do? Dick Sheppard has a cold." 

Do you think God does that? When 
Mada n O'Hair rallied her forces 
against God a few years back, do you think 
God was worried? When some puny A'--!."Lit~ 
philosopher stands up and boldly declares, 
"God is dead!" do you think God is nervous? 
Whe o modern day morali condemns 
the church as being out of date, or when c"1 
forces of evil rise up against the kingdom of ofJ. 

God, do you think God wrings His hands? 
No, the psalmist says. When God sees 

the raging of the heathen and the plotting of 
the pagans He is amused. He chuckles. ''The 
One enthroned in heaven laughs." · 

Do you unders and why God laughed? 
Because no matter what happens around us, 
no matter who rises up against God, even if 
it is Satan Himself, God is still in control. This 
is God's world, and, as the writer of 
Revelation put it, someday it will be said, 
"The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 
will reign for ever and ever'' (Rev. 11 :15). 

When the Japanese invaded Yangcheng 
more than 50 years ago, Gladys Aylward, 
missiona!Y to China, was forced to flee. 
However, she couldn't leave her work behind. 
With only one assistant, she led more than 
100 orphans over the mountains toward free 
China. During the harrowing journey out of 
war-torh Yangcheng she grappled with 
despair as never before. After passing a 
sleepless night, she faced morning with 
no hope of reaching safety. A 13-year-old girl 
in the group reminded her of their much loved 
story of Moses and the Israelites crossing the 
Red Sea. "But I'm not Moses," Gladys cried 
in desperation. "Of course, you aren't," the 
girl said, "but Jehovah is still God." 

The realization that God is still God, n 
matter how the world may twist our lives 
around, should ins . and hope a 

we carry ou Is ose 

J4 ~ I ( 
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Comes From a Recognition of 
What God Has Done 

2:6-9 

In addition, hope comes from a 
recognition of what God has done. God did 
not just sit on His throne and laugh because 
He knew nothing could ultimately threaten His 
control and His purpose. communicated 
that truth to becoming a part of our 
world in the person of Jesus Christ. 

The description in verses 6-9 which 
originally referred to the kings of Israel is 
eventually only fulfilled in Christ, the Messiah, 
the anointed one. The eathen rage. The 
pagans conspire against God. People rise up 
against all that is good and decent. "Yet," 
God said in verse 6, "I have installed my King 
on Zion, my holy hill." 

In verses 7-9, the anointed one speaks. 
G-a/ He describes what God said to Him. God 

said to the anointed oneP"Your 
Jtl:S with me will be unparalleled"f"4Y. 7). Your 

will be unlimited" (v. 8~ Your 
will be unstoppable" (v. 9).'God has started 
something in Jesus Christ which will not be, 
which cannot be, stopped. 

Do you remember how Jesus put it at 
Caesarea Philippi? "And I tell you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it" (Matt. 16:18). 

One of the greatest players in the 
National Football League is a defensive end 

Re ie He is not only one of 
the bes players in the league. He is also an 
outstanding Christian. Several years ago 
when he was playing for the Phila ia 

the them in 
an important game 13-10. Disappointed 
about the loss, White was sitting by his locker 
trying to come to terms with it. Just as he 
removed his jersey, six reporters walked up, 
their tape recorders already running. "How do 

feel about the game, Reggie?" they 
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asked. He reflected for a few seconds and 
then replied, 'Well, Jesus is still Lord." He 
later explained, "I didn't state that 'Jesus is 
Lord' as some wise religious expression. I 
simply wanted them to know that, sure I hate 
losing, but this one game wasn't the end of 
the world for Reggie White. Regardless of 
what happens in our every day lives--good 
and, yes, even the bad--Jesus Christ is still 
Lord, and nothing that occurs on this earth 
can change that." 

hat's what the psalmist declared in 
. 

text for today. No matter what happens on 
this Jesus Christ, God's anointed, is 
still Lord, and nothing that occurs on this 
earth can change that.'; 

The recognition that nothing can stop 
what God has begun in Jesus Christ should 
instill confidence and hope as we carry out 
His purposes. 

/ 

2:10-12 

No matter what happens God is still God 
and Jesus is still Lord. That's the message of 
this royal psalm. What does this mean for us 
toaay? 

The psalmist presented in 
Look at 

LORD with fe~rejoic~~~1 

with Son. t!f:Be 
Let me tell you what that means. 

eginning, before there was anything else, 
there was God. n the future, after nothing 
else exists, there will be God. God at the 
beginning and God at the end--everything 
else peripheral, everything else temporary . 
That's why, no matter what happens in your 
life, no matter how great the challenge or 
how dark the hour, just make sure you stay 
on good terms with God and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. Se the Lord with fear. 
~IQJQ~with trembling and 1 

'RoyA1-

~,I 
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Where Does Hope Come From? 

Psalm 2 (NLT) 
1 Why do the nations rage? Why do the people waste 
their time with futile plans? 
2 The kings of the earth prepare for battle; the rulers plot 
together against the Lord and against his anointed one. 
3 "Let us break their chains, " they cry, "and free our
selves from this slavery. " 
4 But the one who rules in heaven laughs. The Lord scoffs 
at them. 
5 Then in anger he rebukes them, terrifying them with his 
fierce fury. 
6 For the Lord declares, "I have placed my chosen king 
on the throne in Jerusalem, my holy city. " 
7 The king proclaims the Lord's decree: "The Lord said 
to me, 'You are my son. Today I have become your Father. 
8 Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inher
itance, the ends of the earth as your possession. 
9 You will break them with an iron rod and smash them 
like clay pots. 111 

10 Now then, you kings, act wisely! 
11 Serve the Lord with reverent and rejoice with trembling. 
12 Submit to God's royal son, or he will become angry, 
and you will be toyed in the midst of your pursuits for 
his anger can flare up in an instant. But what joy for all 
who find protection in him! 

What this Psalm meant then: 
It was a word of warning to Israel's enemies during times 
of transition between kings. 

What this Psalm came to mean: 
It came to be identified with the divine Messiah who 
would come as the Savior of the world. 

How this Psalm describes our world (vss 1-3): 
1. It rages against all that is good and decent. (vs la) 
2. It follows after things which have no meaning. (vs lb) 
3. It plots against anything that magnifies God. (vs 2) 
> The world is not a whole lot different than it has 

ever been! 
> The psalmist has a message of hope. 

HOPE COMES FROM: 

I. A REALIZATION OF WHO GOD IS (vss 4-5) 
1. The One who rules in Heaven (vs 4a) 
2. The One who scoffs at them (vs 4b) 
> The realization that God is still God should instill 

confidence and hope as we carry out His purpose. 

II. A RECOGNITION OF WHAT HAS DONE (vss 6-9) 
1. In Christ, God became part of our world (vs 6) 
2. God assures His Son: 

1) ''Your relationship with me will be unparallel." ( vs 7) 
2) "Your ldngdom will be unlimited." (vs 8) 
3) "Your power will be unstoppable." ( vs 9) 

LESSONS FOR TODAY (vss 10-12) 
1. Be wise (vs 10a) 
2. Be warned (vs 10b) 
3. Be reverent (vs 1 la) 
4. Bejoyful (vs llb) 
5. Be submissive (vs 12) 

~unoa 
Leadership Training 
Sunday,August 24 3:00 pm 

DIVISION LOCATION LEADER 
Preschool Rm C-307 Freida Slone 
Children's Rm C-308 Mary Ann Pape 
Youth/Univ. Youth Floor Lance Herrington 
Young Adult/ 

Single Adult Rm W-301-S Ronnie Laughlin 
Median Adult/ 

Senior Adult RmW-205 Larry Shotwell 

Each division's session will feature a training video, 
PAVESTONES, which was developed by the Teaching 
and Training Division of the BGCT. This training is for 
ALL leaders including department directors, class 
teachers, outreach leaders, department leaders and class 
leaders. The meetings will begin at 3 :00 pm and there 
will be a sandwich supper served at 5:45 pm. 

Host Homes Needed 
for Zambian Choir 

n1e Zambian Boys Choir is returning to San Angelo 
September 20-28. They will sing in various churches 
throughout the week concluding with a concert at First 
Baptist on Sunday night, September 28. 

Host homes are needed to house the 26 boys (ages 
11-18) and 5 sponsors. Hosts will need to provide 
breakfast each morning, possibly some dinners, and 
wlll need to have their guests at the church each morning 
at prearranged hours. If you are willing to open your 
home, call Linda Bratcher In the church office. 

11:30 AM School 
September 7 

Taught bv Larrv Shotwell Room E-113 
To call Larrv in church office. 

Fresh Start 
Divorce Recovery Seminar 

September 5-6 - First Baptist Church 
Registration by August 25 $35; After $40 

Contact Patsy In the church office. 

SYMPATHY 
express our heartfelt sympathy to these families who have 

lost loved ones: 

Fred LaVeme Ball in the death of her aunt, Kathryn Miller; 
Edwina Dudley in the death of her aunt, Kathryn Miller; 
Elizabeth in the death of her sister, Marguerite Dow; 

Pool in the death of her cousin, Marguerite Dow; 
Earlene Mayfield in the death of her mother, Viva Varner. 



August 18 
Ashley Bynum 
Kate Copeland 
Ouida Eakman 
Rico Forlano 

August 19 
Jim Clemons 
Lacy Connell 
Kathryn Covington 
KunoDoerr 

August20 
James Duncan 
Jean Hunnicutt 
Virginia Lackey 
Merle Langford 
June Little 

Stacey Kotrla 
Briana Martinez 
Rowell Rogers 
Mikale Welch 

Jane Gabriel 
Earl Jones 
Jason Roberts 

Mildred McClung 
Evelyn Miller 
Jane Moorehead 
Cindy Norwood 
Estelle Watson 
Marcus Wilson 

tsreflEl&-tWJrram 
Merle Clatterbuck Patricia Ponder 
Rob Elliott Kay Smith 
Helen Fahey Allison Stewart 
Esperanza Hernandez Jane Watson 

August 22 
Carrie Aldridge 
Noe Carrasco 
Nancy Day 
Nancy Economidis 

August 23 
Zadie Abernathy 
David Aguirre 
Fred Dawson 
Pauline Dawson 
Alicia Fernandez 
Lance Herrington 
Arville Johnson 

Thelma Holloway 
Ann Morrow 
Carey Smith 
Gayla Smith 

Virginia Landers 
Brian Meeks 
Jackie Reville 
Bob Singleton 
Ethel Snell 
Martelle Ward 
Roy Waterhouse 

ER 
Delmer Allen, Middle East & North Africa 
Michael Creswell, Europe 
Wanda (Mrs. James) Dobbins, Chile 
Jack Everhart, South Korea 
Jeremy Freeman, CSI - East Asia 
Karen (Mrs. L. Stephen) Holloway, Ghana 
Wesley Jones, Belize 
Karen (Mrs. James) Martin, Virginia 
Sherry (Mrs. George) McDow, CSI - East Asia 
Donald McLaren, Nigeria 
Laura (Mrs. David) Moench, Scotland 
Camthach (Mrs. Paul) Phan, Philippines 
Kathryn (Mrs. Loren) Robinson, Indianna 
Santi Rungpanyachai, Texas 
Dale (Mrs. James) Russell, Japan 
RETIRED: 
Phyllis Clark, Kenya 
Mona Fae (Mrs. Joe) Smith, California 
Melba (Mrs. Ralph) Gardner, California 
Ann (Mrs. Raymond) Kolb, Brazil 
Rae (Mrs. W. James) Moorhead, Philippines 
Anne (Mrs. R. Ed) Nicholas, Lebanon 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Jim) Pinkley, Ohio 
Bob Rooks, California 

456 Gladys Summers 
439 Jimmie Gray 
360 Fern Swindle 
358 Cecelia Zammaron (Mary Andrews' mother) 
347 Ted Cox 
319 Miguel Jasso (Jessie Jasso's husband) 

COLUMBIA 
252 Harold Gibbs 
234 Ruth Bissett 
119 Darlene Jones 
ICU6 Josephine Whitworth 

COLUMBIA - Phoenix. AZ 
Earl Maxwell 

UNIVERSITY - San Antonio 
Henry Lancaster 

ER 
Hope Bearden 
Nat & Elaine Bettis 
Arline Bradford 
James Broman 
Beth Buchholz (Bob & Ruby Lee Buchholz's 

daughter-in-law) 
Edward Burke (Mary Latham's father) 
Jan Burleson (friend of Marta Turney) 
Myrle Cameron 
Gary Choot's daughter (Prayer Line) 
Walter & Betty Connell 
Gladys Corley 
Couple with marital problems (Prayer Line) 
Pat & Jeana Crump & Grayson 
Alvis Denton (Ann Williams' father) 
Jack Francis (Marla Cummings' father) 
Sara Gibbons 
Sidney Hamlett (David & JoAnn Noble's granddaughter) 
Judith Hawkins (Tom Green County Clerk) 
James Heyman 
Tony & Denyse Hines 
Bo Hunt 
David Hunt 
Larry & Joy Johnson 
Helen Jones (Freida Slone's sister) 
Margaret Jordan 
Rose Kuester 
Hazel Lair 
Melody Mark (A.J. & Joan Kennemer's daughter) 
Billie Matthews (Prayer Line) 
Ed McDonald 
Mission San Angelo 
D. D. & Jane Moorehead 
Joe Munoz (SAISD Member - our adopted official) 
Mary Nelle Reasoner 
San Angelo State School Medical Staff & Clients 
Susan Sanderson 
John Shaddix 
Bobby Sherman (Sherrian Hughes' brother) 
Jason Smith (Lindsey Brown's cousin) 
Juanita Smith's son 
Sunday School Teacher enlistment 
David & Janey Thompson (Missionaries in Malawi) 
Elizabeth Truly 
Cooper & Ann Waters 
Leah Wright's grandmother 


