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ENORMOUS FREEDOM, 
CLEAR CHOICES, 

INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES 
Psalm 
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OePree chairman of the board of the Herman Miller furniture company, wrote in his 
book Leadership that the greatness of the American system grows out of three 
characteristics: enormous freedom, clear choices, and inevitable consequences. 

of us has tremendous freedom 
to determine the direction and quality of our 
lives. We do that by the choices we make. 
Every day each of us has the freedom and 

Al~~·t! the responsibility to make 
of choices. Some are choosing 

rfll1 weM are 
t-t;\~ rjgps like choosing 
1"1" 1 infidelity. Some can be called c6rnces 

when we have to choose between and 
are rooca{ choic'i& when we 

have to choose between and 
Sometimes the options between which we 
must choose are numerous, like when we go 
to Baskin Robbins and have to which 

· flavor we want. On other occasions, the 
options are more limited, e the young single 
who was out on a date. Her date put his arm 
around her and said, "Will you marry me?" 
When she hesitated, the young man added, 
"Is there someone else?" She responded, 
"There must be!" 

Life is full of choices. However, with 
choices come consequences. We are free to 
determine our choices but we are not free to 
determine the consequences of our choices. 

consequences r built into the choices. 

For example, take the basic choice 
between getting married or remaining single. 
Most of us have the freedom to make that 
choice. But with the choice comes the 
consequences. If we decide to get married, 
certain consequences follow. We gain some 
things; we lose some things. It goes the 
decision. On the other hand, if we decide to 
remain single, certain conseqt1encEs follow. 
Again , we gain some things and we lose 
some things. 

We are free to make the decision. 
However, along with the choice comes the 
. e nces. Enormous freedom, clear 
choices, and inevitable consequences as Max 
DePree put it. 

Or, according to an old adage: "Sow 
a thought, reap an action. Sow an action, 
reap a habit. Sow a habit, reap a character. 
Sow a character, reap a destiny." 

It is against that backdrop that Psalm 
is to be understood. As we go through life, 

we have the freedom to choose what kind of 
life we will live. But with the choices come 
inevitable consequences. 



/, 
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are our options? The psalmist 
narrowed the issue down to two basic life 
options. 

The Life of Faith 

One option is a life faith . As we go 
through life, we can choose faith . We can 
choose to live for God. 

The psalmist described what a life of 
faith looks like in the first three verses. Notice 
the and the consequences. 

What kind of CHOICES are involved 
in a life of faith? These are spelled out in 
verses 1-2. 
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A person of faith not only puts out of 
his life those things that will God's work 
but he also saturates his life with those things 
that will ephagce God's work. He dedicates 
himself to the word of God. e is not 
indifferent about the word of God; instea , 1t 
is 1s delight. He does not i;;as1 1all'}t study the 
word of God; instead, he on it day 
and night. Through constant repetition and 
review, he the values of the 
word of God within the self so that they 
become a part of his very being. 

To live by faith means tq_put out of our 
lives the things of the and to permeate 
our lives with the things 

1he decision of faith means we 
choose to say no to some things. A person of 

· faith is one "w oes not walk in the counsel 

d\ In verse 3, the psalmist revealed the 
I CONSEQUENCES 

When we choose to put out of our 
lives the things that will inhibit our faith and 
put into our lives the things that will enhance 

of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of 
sinners, Nor sit i the seat of scoffers!" 

The we tiveness of 
many Christians today can be traced to the 

our faith, we will be 'like a tree firmly planted 
by streams of water, which yields its fruit in itr 

fact that we are not willing to make any season." 
denials in our lives. We want Christ, ut we Let me spell out what that means. 
want everything the world offers as well . We To choose to live by faith will give 
run with the wocld's ccowd, and the we stability to our lives. The person of faith "1s 
go and the things we do are no differen t from ., like a tree firmlv planted." The roots go deep. 
those who do not have No winds which rage around it will be able to 

The psalmist presented a message remove it from its place. It is rock solid. 
that permeates the Bible from beginning to rice Morton, in the Woodland 
end - there are some things a person of faith Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, was like 
must be willing o put out life. enial is di that. No matter how bad the situation, when 
a part of the life of faith. Price arrived, everyone knew it would be 

o chose the life o a1 ean e taken care of. No matter what tangent you 
V6, will not take the evil men, were tempted to go on, when Price came 

with a crowd t habitually onto the scene you could rest assured he 
participates in immoral action · e would bring everyone back to the main road . 
adopt the of those who make fun of Re was like a tree, firmly planted by the -the sacred. of faith means we streams of water. Sturay! 
choose to to some things. .' · To choose to live by faith will also give 

Faith also causes us to say yes to resources to our lives. The person 
some things. n verse 2. the psalmist of faith like a tree by 
declared that there is something the person streams of water." This tree is protected from 
of faith chooses to do. delight," vagaries of seasonal rainfall or the threat 

the psalmist "is in the law of the of drought because the streams of water 
Lord, and in his law he meditates day and provide a and continuous,.. 
night. " nourishment. 
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William Booth, the founder of 
the Salvation Army, lost his sight, he told his 
son, "I've done what I could for Christ with 
two eyes. Now, I'll see what I can do for 
Christ without any eyes." No matter what his 
outward circumstances, Booth had a constant 
inward resource. ~e y plan y the 
streams of water. nsistent! 

In addition, :t"o choose to live by faith 
will make us productive. The person of faith 
' is like a tree firmly planted reams of 

· which yields its io season " • 
I like the way Barbara Johnson put it 

in her book, Splashes of Joy in the Cesspools 
of Life. She said, "When the of God 
Looks into the Word of God And sees the 
Son of God He is changed by the Spirit of 
God Into the image of God For the glory of 
God." 

If we make the choices of 
then we will experience the 

consequences We will be "like a 
tree firmly planted by the streams of water." 

freedom , clear 
and inevitable consequences. 

The Life of Non-Faith 

choice of faith , however, is not 
the only choice we can make. e can choose 
to live without faith . What will be the 
consequences of that choice? The psalmist 
explained in erses 4-5. 

In 4, psalmist suggeste 
that those who reject faith have no ROOT. 
Whereas the person of faith is like a tree, 
sturdy and strong , with deep roots , the non
faith person is like chaff which the wind drives 
away. There is nothing to hold his life 
together. He has no foundation , no root that 
gives him stability. 

Then, in erse 5, the psalmist added 
that those who reject faith have no FRUIT. 
Then the psalmist wrote, wicked will not 
stand in the judgment," he didn't mean that 
they will not have to face judgment. He 
meant that when they come before God in 
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judgment they will have nothing to stand on. 
On a tombstone in France is this 

epitaph: "Here lies a man who went out of this 
world without ever realizing why he came into 
it." That is the tragedy of the man or woman 
who chooses to live without faith . came 

thjs workLwith such potential, with such 
possibilities packed into their lives , with the 
freedom to make choices which can provide 
stability and and But 

of the without ever real izing 
why they were here . 

Conclusion 

Berry of the most 
famous jewel thieves of all time. In his years 
of crime he committed more than -4§0 

burglaries and stole jewels valued at between 
$5 and $10 million dollars. He 
anyone who was not listed in the Social 
Register. He often did his work in a 
He was what we might call a b.igh 
crook! Eventually, however, he was caugh1 
and convicted and he served in 
prison. 

Following his release from prison, 
Arthur Berry worked as a counterman in a 
roadside restaurant on the east coast for $50 
a week. A newspaper reporter found out 
about Berry and went to interview him about 
his storied career in crime. After telling about 
the thrilling episodes of his life, Berry came to 
the conclusion of the interview to say, ' 
in my life I was intelligent and clever and got 
along well with I think I could have 
made something of my life. But I didn't. 
Instead, I chose a life of crime. So when you 
write the story of my life, when you tell people 
about all the burglaries, don't leave out th 
biggest one. Don't just tell them I robbe 
Jesse Livermore, Wall Street baron, or 
the cousin of the king of England. ell them 

a most important person Arthur 
was Arthur Berry!" 

Enormous freedom 1• ' i I,, 
clear choices, and er, 

consequences. 
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ENORMOUS FREEDOM, 

CLEAR CHOICES, 

INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES 

Psalm 1 

1 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 
counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sin
ners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in 
His law he meditates day and night. 
3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams 
of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he pros
pers. 
4 The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff which 
the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judg
ment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but 
the way of the wicked will perish. 

Introduction: 
1. We have enormous freedom. 
2. We make clear choices. 
3. We face inevitable consequences. 

I. THE LIFE OF FAITH 
Psalm 1:1-3 
1. The Choices (vss 1-2) 

1) The choice to say "no" (vs 1) 
2) The choice to say "yes" (vs 2) 

2. The Consequences (vs 3) 
1) Stability ("like a tree firmly planted") 
2) Abundant resources ("planted by streams 

of water") 
3) Productivity ("yields its fruit...") 

II. THE LIFE OF NON-FAITH 
Psalm 1:4-5 
1. No Root (vs 4) 
2. No Fruit (vs 5) 

Friday, July 4 
at the Lake Cabin 

FBC members are encouraged to invite 
FRIENDS and FAMILYto join them for Fooo, 

and FELLOWSHIP at the annual 
Fourth of July All-Church Picnic. Every
one will begin gathering at the Lake 
Cabin around 4:00 for table games and 
water fun. The meal will be served at 
6:00. The church will provide the bar
becue and soft drinks. Everyone is 
asked to bring a covered dish and/or 
dessert to go with the barbecue and lawn 
chairs or blankets to sit on. Come join 
our family-style celebration of our 
nation's independence. 

Guest Youth Choir 

The Youth Choir from First Baptist Church - Keller 
will be our special guests Sunday morning, July 6. 
They will be the morning worship choir and will 
present special music. 

2$,tam,ee~e 
c$c~00I 

JULY 13-17, 1997 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

SUNDAY 
5:30 pm - Family Picnic & Registration 

6:30 -8:30 pm - Classes 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 
6:30 - 8:30 pm - Classes 

Classes open for children age 4 through 6th grade. 
Classes also available for married and single 

adults. Childcare is available for children under 4 
whose parents attend the adult classes or teach. 

SYMPATHY 
We express our heartfelt sympathy to these f amilies: 
Ricky & Donna Smith in the death of his f ather, 

Billy Ray Smith; 
Jim & Jean Fillpot in the of his mother, Hazel 

Fillpot; 
D. R. & Kitty Watson in the death of her brother, 

Mike Santry. 



June 30 
Ann Choate 
Marla Cummings 
Escal Duke 
Bobby Hughes 
Marilyn Kite 
Ashley Matthews 

July 1 
Jo Clarke 
Riley Day 
Clara Deese 
Andrea Mendoza 

July2 
Jan Cummings 
Lovie Hamilton 
Bill Perry 

July 3 
Tracy Clarke 
Mildred Hopper 

July4 
Jens Harton 
Alma Huffman 
Laura McCarty 

July 5 
Les Coleman 
Vivian Hickerson 

Joey Norwood 
Ira Redkey 
Freida Slone 
Kelly Stewart 
Gary Sturgill 

Irene Turk 
Jo Whitworth 
Matthew Williams 

Lisa Steadham 
Joy Strother 

Nathan Moeller 

Joe Schreiber 
Paula Woyton 

Martha Register 
Jerrie Seals 

ER 
Jane (Mrs. Robert) Byrd, Ukraine 
Jenny (Mrs. James, Jr.) Ditty, South Korea 
Margaret (Mrs. Calvin) Fox, South Asia 
Clif Jones, Lesotho 
J. Todd Lafferty, Pakistan 
Paula (Mrs. David) Montalbano, Rhode Island 
Lisy (Mrs. Steven) Murdock, Peru 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Phillip) Oakley, Benin 
Elena (Mrs. Benny) Petty, Hong Kong 
Peggy (Mrs. Dan) Rorabaugh, Tanzania 
Ernest Sibley, Malawi 
Rhonda (Mrs. Joel L.) Sutton, France 
James Tiefel, Denmark 
Rodney Weaver, Bangladesh 
Buinevere (Mrs. James) Young, Haiti 
James Ziler, Thailand 
RETIRED: 
Sheri (Mrs. Bobby) Adams, Argentina 
Bettye Jane (Mrs. Walter) Agnor, Maryland 
Wayne Maddox, Japan 
Frances (Mrs. Epifanio) Salazar, New Mexico 

Outreach 
Monday, July 7 

Sandwich Supper - 6:00 pm - 6 :30 pm 
If you prefer, you pick up 

in the church office during the day. 

Myrle Cameron 
358 AnnettaHogan 

ST.JOHN'S 
240 Joe Bailey 

COLUMBIA 
245A Clifford VanCourt (Mary Wilbanks' grandson) 

RHD HOSPITAL - DALLAS 
Todd McBride (ruptured appendix) 

ER 
Jesse Beam 
Nat & Elaine Bettis 
Alvin Bristow 
Jimmy Byler (Kate Meekins' son-in-law) 
Walter & Betty Connell 
Pat & Jeana Crump & Grayson 
Rick Denkenberger (Mikala Lewis' uncle) 
Travis Doig's cousin 
Marguerite Dow 
Government Officials 
Judith Hawkins (Tom Green County Clerk) 
Tony & Denyse Hines (Missionaries to Simferopol, 

Ukraine) 
Ruby Hollis 
Karen & Brooke Hundley (trip to Europe) 
David Hunt 
Larry & Joy Johnson 
Dale & Kimberly Ledbetter (Missionaries in Odessa, 

Ukraine) 
Melody Mark (A.J. & Joan Kennemer's daughter) 
Tom Martin 
Mary Martinez 
Lori Miller (Cynthia McGowen's cousin) 
Mission San Angelo 
Mission Trip to the Ukraine (July 3-15) 
D. D. & Jane Moorehead 
Joe Munoz Member our adopted official) 
Souyma Nayak 
Paul (Prayer Line) 
Mary Nelle Reasoner 
Rebecca Ross (aaughter of Mary Martinez) 
Susan Sanderson 
Ellie Self (Patsy Rogers' mother) 
David & Janey Thompson (Missionaries in Malawi) 
Elizabeth 
Vacation Bible School 
VISION 2000 
Lavon Whitefield (friend of Connie Fletcher) 
Katherine Wren 
Dustin Wright 
Harvey Youngblood (Glenn & Alice Youngblood's son) 

Cookies Needed for 
Mission San Angelo 

cookies so can 
be frozen. - bring to the church office. 




