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IN GOD 
(Second in a series Six Sermons on the Basics of Our Faith) 

While pastor of a church in Atlanta, 
Georgia, I made a visit to a young 
housewife in her twenties who had made 
some contact with the church through one 
of our outreach ministries. This lady taught 
church school every other week in a 
Lutheran in the city, but she told 
me on the first visit that she did not 
believe in God. She believed in human 
goodness, in humanity, and in the moral 
teachings of Christianity, but she felt the 
idea of God was simply a projection of the 
human mind. ere was an ordinary young 

· , in and 
orld, who had writ out 

of the universe. 
This uncertainty about God is 

characteristic of our day. o o le, 
e word "god" is a blank or a blur. If He 

ever did exist, some say, He must be dead 
now. Eugenia Price, the gifted writer, has 
suggested, "More persons than are willing 
to admit it live uneasily beneath a row of 
universal question marks about God." 

Is someon-e at the beginning 
en life who c make sense ut of 

it ? Is there really such a being as God, 
or is He merely the figment of our 
imagination? From the time Moses craved 
to look upon the face of God and see His 
majesty (Exodus 33:18) to the time this 
young housewife in Georgia became 

confused about God's existence, this has 
been religious question: Is there ally 
a God? 

times, of course, thi 
intellectual is only an ethical 

That is, a person will dismiss 
God from the universe in order to free 
himself from the moral demands associated 
with God. But doub is genuine. 
Many are honestly searching for God. 

are genuinely plagued with 
questions. o sucli serious searchers 

can be given which support the 
existence of God. 

is ot possible, o course, 
prove the existence of God. We cannot 
stuff God into a test tube, for instance, and 
say, "O.K. there He is." Nor can we posit 
Him at the end of an equation. 

signs exist which point in the 
direction of God at we cannot deny. 
Consider the evidence. 

- s world come from? 
what o it together? find an 

answer to these questions, my mind goes 
back to some intelligent being, some power 
who all, it all together, 
and who will bring it to a ccoc]usioo . Lest 
you think this is just the emotional reaction 
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of a Christian, consider explanations 
given as to how our world came about. 

One possible answer is to say that 
which exists has come out of 

absolutely nothing. re was nothing 
was the universe. 

is say 
eve g w c exists an 

Many of the scientific 
xplanations fit into this category. "big 

the origin of the 
some highly 

hot gasses which explodeq and 
began the formulation of the chemical 
elements which eventuated in our universe. 

theory is "continuous creation.' 
This theory the origin of the uni erse 

o in a big bang but in a continuous 
of creation. As the universe 

expands the galaxies move outward. But at 
the same time, matter is being created 
continuously and forming into new galaxies 
to replace those moving out of our view by 
telescope. is is the second possible 
answer. In the beginning there was an 

force and everything, including 
man, is to be explained in terms 
plus time plus chan e. 

A third possibility is the biblical 
doctrine of the creation which posits the 
origin of the in a personal God. The 
Bible says, the beginning God ... " 

efore man, die before the 
before the ants, before th 

were hung in space and the planets put into 
place, e orld as, Goo as. 
Granted, the biblical writers used the 
language of their day to express this truth. 
The truth stands, nevertheless: the world 
had its beginning in a personal God. 

These are the only possibilities. 
me, the biblical theory that our world, in 
whatever form the first matter 
was created by the will of a personal God, 
is the t rational understandi of th 
creation of our wor d. As there c be no 
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·thout a cook no a without a 
n u without a carpe 

no an e · eer, 
without an author, n pie without an 
artist, so there can be no creation without 
a Creator, no universe without God. 

st you again this 
emotional response o a Christi 

this question: Where this 
origin matter come from which was used 
in the creation of the world? Scientists 
concur today that matter is not eternal. It 
ceases to exist, and therefore, it must have ;>_ 4w, 
had a beginning. Any view of 
which begins with matter and does not go 
beyond that is, therefore, inadequate. Even 
if you trace the universe back to energy, 
you have to deal with the opinion of 
Einstein. an interview 
with Einstein, said, he with his 
formula about energy and mass, agreed that 
there must be something behind the 
energy." It is easy to glibly announce, 
"There is no God." It is infinitely more 
difficult to postulate some other satisfactory 
explanation for the universe. e 

hilosophical difficulties of accepting the 
mergence of our from nothing or 

from an original impersonal are 
greater than those involved in accepting the 
biblical explanation of the origin of the 
world in a God. 

That is one foundation for faith in 
God. Belief in the existence of God is the 
only rational answer to the question, "Why 
is there something rather than nothing?" 

We can believe in God not only 
because of the existence of the world, but 
also because of what we experience in the 
world. en I at the unive I not 
only see that it ust have had a beginning. 

so see at it seems to di play a 
As I consider the history of this 
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world, not just isolated bits of the history 
of one nation but history as a whole I 

I a of ya personal 
a world of order and 

~ sign orld in which we live. 
At tliis point, the of God is 

often criticized. For as we look at the 
world, we see and 

happiness. e also evil and 
air. Many, being confronted by the 

evil of life, proclaim "There must not be a 
God." The problem of suffering in the 
world has caused more people to deny the 
existence of God than any other factor. 

• 

explana · o su in our 
world is no simple matter. Both its 
existence and its distribution create 
difficulties for our faith. Volumes have 
been written about suffering, and numerous 
explanations have been suggested for its 
presence in our world. 

declared that s fering 
comes od for man' s 
s . of Job's friends told him, 

ow, perished being 
innocent?" :7 . point of the book 
of however, is that this is an 

explanation for all of suffering. 
A · view has also been 
expounded. Suffering comes not because of 
God's anger but because of to 
ring ut moral b 

3:1 , some say, suffering is sometimes 
That is, 

rovtdes an opporturuty one's 
aith in God can be tested. removed 

Job's prosperity so it could be made known 
that Job's faith was not in his prosperity 
but in God. The vie of 
suffering often in the Old 
Testament. Read again about the experience 
of Hosea. the great prophet of God. This is 
the point of story. The suffering in his 
life was intense. Yet, out of that crucible of 
suffering came a new insight into the love 
of God. Hinted in the Old Testament and 
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exemplified in Jesus Christ · the New 
Testament is yet another explanation for 
suffering. This is the 
understanding of suffering. Vicarious 
suffering is who not 
have to it, for the sake of those who do 
not it, vo on himself 

burden of the other's needs. 
to list as we will, the 

shroud of uncertainty remains. 
Eugenia Price was right when she 
suggested there are no surefire answers to 
all of life's problems, that uncertainty is an 
inescapable thread that is woven into the 
fabric of life. This much is for sure: 
suffering is a reality in our lives. How does 
it relate to our understanding of God? 

· s is where the theological 
interpretation comes in. It is indeed difficult 
to explain presence of evil in light of 
our concept of God. But what is the 
alternative? Is the alternative of ruling out 
God completely any less problematic? , 
for we have the of explaining 

goodness of the world on the of 
no u8d at air. We simply jump out of the 
frying pan into the fire. 

Many focus on the question, "How 
do you explain the suffering in our world?" 
But change the focus for a moment and 
consider the question, "How can . you 
explain the goodness of the world?" I 
consider the sunsets and the aughter of 
children, a mother's smile and the elodics 
of matchless · music, the victories of 
goodness over vii and the selfless 
individuals who stood out from the 
crowd like Helen Keller, and 
Lincoln, and Martin Luther, and 
preeminently Jesus Christ, y way I 

e · o s to e so 
of thi and love in e heart of 

I do not deny the fact that it is 
difficult to explain the mystery of evil on 
the basis of a good God. However, it 
seems impossible to explain the mystery 

,. -:Ht . ;l(l 2 w.e.r:;"114.~- cA,-ot 

.'!l , 
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the good on the basis of no God at all. 
In the end it all depends on where 

we put the emphasis. When I see the world 
I back the scent of life against its stink, 
and I believe this scent has its source in 
the very heart of God. 

. 

A third signpost pointing to God is 
stimony of mankind throughout 

history. The general testimony of mankind 
· · · o of the ._'--" 

Recent anthropological research 
indicates that among the most primitive 
people there was a universal belief in God. 
All people of all ages have had some belief 
in God. Even more important than this 
general testimony of mankind is the 
specific testimony given. 

William Barclay, one of the most 
prolific religious writers of our day, devotes 
a chapter in his Autobiography 
to the essentials of his faith. He discusses 
the design of our universe and concludes, 
"I think that it is more difficult to believe 
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said that eternally God 
(lo 8:58). His entire life proclaimed 
God's existence. Jesus was either telling the 
truth or He was lying. This scientist and 
this great writer were either telling the truth 
or they were lying. I believe they were 
telling the truth . 

William J~ once said that 
lives of religious people had so 

strengthened his faith in the living God that 
he simply could not explain God away. 
can I. of 

when I hear all the 
witness of Jesus Himself, I c ach no 
othe onclusion that there is a God. 

I 
In lieve m 

because I have had experiences in my life 
which I cannot explain without reference to 
Him. I have ings I have had 

revealed my ~ind, I have 
,ex nenc I can ' 
only explain by saying that these things 
and these ideas and this power have come 
from God. 

A young boy's kite had gone so 
high he could no longer see it. A certain 
man asked him, ' How do you the 

· 1 p You it." Quick 
as a flash the boy replied, c ee e 

of iL" In my best hours, I feel the pull 
of a power greater than and beyond myself. 

This is where faith in God finally 
comes out. cannot dissuade me of the 
experiences hav had 

I convince you until you, 
experienced in our own life. simp y 

you to consider the evidence. isten to 
the testimony of past seers. Look at the 
revelation of God in the world. Consider 
the most rational explanation for the 
beginning of the world. M<i then open 

to experience of a wh6 
will come to you in Jesus Christ 



BASES FOR BELIEF IN GOD 

PSA 19:1 

PSA 53:1 
COL 1:16 

"The heavens declare t he glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handiwork." 

"The fool hath said in his heart , There is no God." 
"For by him were all t hings created, that are in heaven, 

and that are in eart h, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 

COL 1:17 "And he is before all things , and by him all things 
consist." 

I. Philos ophical 
GEN 1: 1 "In the beginning God created the heaven and the 

earth." 

II . Theol ogic al 
PSA 8: 3 "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy 

fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; 

PSA 8:4 "What is man, that thou art mindful of him?" 

III. Historical 

IV . 

ISA 46:9 "Remember the fo r mer things of old: for I [am] God, 
and there is none else; [I am] God, and there is 
none like me." 

Personal 
ACS 4: 20 (Peter and J ohn) "For we cannot but speak the 

things which we have seen and heard." 



BIBLE STUDY 
BASIS FOR BELIEF IN GOD 

Psalm 19:1 'The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handiwork. " 

Psalm 53:1 "The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God. " 

Colossians 1:16 ''For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: 

Colossians 1:17 ''And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist." 

I. Philosophical 
--Genesis 1: 1 "In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth." 

II. Theological 
--Psalm 8:3 "When I consider thy 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; 
--Psam 8:4 "What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him?" 

III. Historical 
--Isaiah 46:9 "Remember the former 
things of old: for I [am] God, and there is 
none else; [I am] God, and there is none 
like me." 

IV. Personal 
--Acts 4:20 (Peter and John) "For we 
cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard." 

Syecia{ 
)'resentea 

'PresCey 

MONDAY NIGHT VISITATION 

Every Monday Night in March 
In Preparation for Revival 

6:00 PM - Light Supper (Wilson Hall) 
6:30 PM - Visitation 

Childcare will be provided. 

IT'S YOUR SERVE 
Minister in Christ's Name 

Week of Prayer for Home Missions 
March 6-13, 1994 

Annie Armstrong Easter Ottering 
National Goal: $40 million 

HOME MISSION STUDY 
ON THE 

HOMELESS 

Next Wednesday, March 2 
Captain Branscum 

of the Salvation Army 
will come and speak 

on the 
Homeless in San Angelo 

SOFTBALL 

If you are interested in playing on a men's, 
women's or coed softball team, please sign up in 
the office or through your Sunday School 
department this Sunday. The first league will 
begin playing on March 21. We must know in the 
office by next Wednesday, March 2, if you plan to 
play. Cost will be $25 and will need to be paid 
when you sign up. If there are not enough 
players who have paid by next Wednesday, we 
will have to wait until the next league starts 
which will be May 31. 

WANTED! Your surplus books and tapes for 
the Annual Bazaar of the Baptist Memorials 
Hospital Auxiliary, March 25-26, in the Ragsdale 
Building at Chadbourne and Harris. 

Paper backs, hard backs, Bibles and tapes of 
various subjects and categories are welcome. 
Proceeds from their sale by the Auxiliary will go 
to the charity program of the hospital. 

Call Dr. Runyon, Chairman of the Auxiliary 
Book Sales Committee, at 658-5313 for pickup or 
delivery arrangements. 

Spring 
March 27-30, 1994 

Dr. Winfred Moore, Evangelist 
Mark Moeller, Music 



Roscoe Brown 
Claire Hogg 

February 22 
Lee Arnold 
Beth Corbett 
Mary Janies 

February 23 
Alma Casbeer 
Martha Dickman 
Georgia Edwards 

24 
Sabrina Barker 
Marita Botha 
Venita Cook 
Patsy Cordell 

February 
Kevin Bouillon 
Margaret Golightly 
Fred Howard 
Sharon Peters 

Fay Mackey 

Norma Trout 
Geraldine Wilson 

J . Webb Graham 
Edward McMillan 
Jennifer Taylor 

Kristian Eckert 
Joe Martin 
Velma Taylor 
Logan Wright 

Stephanie Tate 
Mary Wilbanks 
Weeda Wright 
Blanche Wyatt 

Russell Owen 
Andy Smith 

February 26 
Vera Dickson 
Joey Farrell 
Amber Feuay 

Sm 
~ 

We express our warmest Christian sympathy to these 
families: 

Joyce (Mrs. Brian) Pittman, Brazil 
Clyde Schulz, Jr., Brazil 
Larry Vickery, North Dakota 
Gladys (Mrs. Don) Warden, Texas 
Sudie (Mrs. Charles) Whitlock, Ohio 
RETIRED: 
Andrew Fowler, D.C. 
Alma Graves, Japan 

SHANNON 
614 
602 
558 
527 
505 
472 
462 
442 
343 
315 
312 

Alice Henson 
Mary Robinson 
Nelle Bennett Irvine 
Elizabeth Owen 
James Day 
Morris Donelson (Danna Boston's uncle) 
Vivian Hickerson 
Minnie Nutt 
Will Evelyn Leddy 
Esther 
Charles Smith 

COMMUNITY 
243 Stanley Jordan 
240 Eugene Slone 

Sabrina & Will Barker 
Nat & Elaine Bettis 
Johnny Carlson 
Rhonda Coats (friend of Laverna Lakey) 

Laverne in the death of Jeff (Sabrina Barker's brother) 
Ber , _(_ . Ronme Fletcher 
~ Fry 

Carl McDaniel in the death of German Students at ASU 
her grandmother- Susie Gonzales & Family 

' Michele Gillett's uncle, Jack 

Walraven Amanda in the death of Otis Hickey (Julie Graham's grandfather) 
Audra's mother, House; Donnie Hodges 

Roger• the death of her brother; 

Billie Dye in the death of her husband, 
Donald Dye; 

Jordan in the death of his 
sister, Luella Howard. 

KEENAGERLUNCHEON 

THURSDAY,FEBRUARY24 
11:30 a.m. 

FIRST BAPTIST WILSON HALL 

SPEAKER: Dan Keeney 
on Lincoln's Gettysburg Address 

Mike Hopper 
Candi Jernigan Qf.Kay Elliott) 
Shawna Johnson 
Walter Johnson 
Polly Leatherwood (Dale Miller's sister) 
Doyle & Marie Lumpkin 
Patty McCullough & Kirk 
Asa McMillan (Uncle of Melba Conner) 
Terry Patton (13-year-old great granddaughter of 

Fred & Pauline Dawson) 
Personnel Committee's search for staff member 
Timothy Piatt 
Christi Robinson & Family 
Debbie Searcy (Sabrina Barker's sister) 
Janie Straughan 
Emma Jean Terry 
Ukranian Mission in April 
Vote on HR6 Education Bill 

(Unless otherwise notified, names on prayer list will 
be rotated off after two weeks.) 




