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OUR BAPTIST HERITAGE 

SCRIPTURE: Psalms 16:5-6 

INTRO: AMERICA'S LARGEST PROTESTANT DENOMINATION IS 
THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. THESE BAPTISTS BAP
TIZE MORE THAN 30,000 PERSONS EVERY MONTH AND INVEST 
MORE MONEY IN THEIR WORK THAN THE BUDGETS OF SOME 
NATIONS. 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS HAVE BROKEN OUT OF THE COTTON 
FIELDS AND SWAMPS OF THE SOUTH. THEY NOW HAVE 
SPREAD OVER THE ENTIRE UNITED STATES WITH 14 MILLION 
PLUS MEMBERS. 

SINCE THE 1940'S THEY HAVE SURGED OUT OF DIXIE 
AND NOW HAVE 36,000 CONGREGATIONS IN ALL 50 STATES. 
THERE ARE TODAY SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCHES NORTH OF 
THE ARCTIC CIRCLE. THESE CHURCHES DOT THE LAND FROM 
ALASKA TO KEY WEST--FROM MAINE TO MAUI. 

BUT WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE CALLED BAPTISTS, AND 
FROM WHENCE HAVE THEY COME? IN CELEBRATION OF OUR 
CENTENNIAL YEAR WE HAVE GAINED A NEW APPRECIATION OF 
OUR HERITAGE BOTH AS A DENOMINATION AND AS A LOCAL 
CHURCH. 

I. ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH 
--Matt. 16:18b (Christ) "I will build MY church and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 
--Eph. 5:25 "Christ loved the church and gave him
self for it." 

1. Marks of the New Testament Church: 
(1) Its Head and Founder--CHRIST. (Matt. 16 : 

18; Col. 1:18) 
(2) Its only rule of faith and practice--THE 

BIBLE (II Tim. 3:15-17) 
(3) Its name--"CHURCH," "CHURCHES." (Matt. 16: 

18) 
( 4) 

( 5) 

( 6) 

( 7) 

( 8) 

Its polity--CONGREGATIONAL- - a ll member s 
equa l (Ma tt. 20:24-28) 
Its members--only s aved people . (Act s 2: 
47b) 
Its ordinances--BELIEVERS' BAPTISM AND 
THE LORD'S SUPPER. (Ma tt. 28:19-20) 
Its officers--PASTORS AND DEACONS. (I Tim. 
3:1-16) 
Its Chri s t i an 
Education, worship. 

(Matt . 2 8 : 16-2 0 ) 



(9) Its financial plan--TITHES AND OFFERINGS. 
(Matt. 23: 23) 

(10) Its independence--separation of Church 
and State. (Matt. 22:21) 

2. The Growth of the N.T. Church: 
--Acts 8:lb & 4 "And at that there was a 
great persecution against the church which was 
at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. Therefore they 
that were scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word." 

3. The First Name Given to the Church: 
--Acts 11:26 "And the disciples were called 
'Christians' first in Antioch." (A nameof 
reproach given to them by their enemies.) 

II. BAPTISTS IN EUROPE 
--Matt. 11:12 "From the days of John the Baptist till 
now, the Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and 
the violent taketh it by force." 

--NOTE: Such was the fate of Baptists in Europe. 
Persecution forced them to scatter all across the 
continent. And wherever they went they established 
churphes. 

- -NOTE: By A.D. 300 the Church had shown such tremen
dous strength and virility, and was spreading so 
swiftly, that it appeared the entire civilized world 
could be evangelized by A.D. 500. But something 
happened. Emperor Constantine, supposing to do a 
favor to the church, by fiat decree, declared the 
whole Roman Empire to be Christian. Thus millions 
of barbarians flooded into the church, bringing with 
them all of the pagan superstitions and heresies. 

The persecution which the pagan Roman emperors 
had brought upon Christians soon became intensified 
by the state church. 

--NOTE: Baptists do not trace their beginning to a 
modern founder as do other denominations. The Luth
erans began with Martin Luther, the Presbyterians 
with John Calvin, the Methodists with John Wesley, 
the Disciples with Alexander Campbell, etc. While 
the name was not introduced until a few 
centuries ago, Baptist pr i nciples and practices have 
lived through the centuries of Christian history. 
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In the early days of the Protestant Reformation, 
there appeared in Europe a party of reformers who 
demanded a return to N. T. Christianity. Finding 
that their hopes could not be realized through the 
leaders of the Reformation, they "uridertook the re
establishment of N.T. Christianity on .their own 
responsibility." They renouriced infant baptism as 
being unscriptural and insisted on believers 
baptism. Because they baptized those who had al
ready been sprinkled, they were called "Anabaptists" 
which meant "Rebaptizers." The name was given to 
them in derision by their opponents. After a while 
the prefix was dropped, and these people were known 
as "Baptists." 

--NOTE: The history of Baptists in Europe was writ
ten in blood. They were the hated people of the 
Dark Ages. Their preachers and people put into 
prison and untold numbers were put to death. The 
world has never seen anything to compare with the 
suffering, the persecutions, heaped upon Baptists 
by the State Church during the Dark Ages. 

"At Zurich, after many disputations between 
Zuinglius and the Ana-Baptists, the Senate made an 
Act, that if any presume to re-baptize those who 
were b a ptized before (i.e. as infants) they should 
be drowned. At Vienna many Ana-Baptists were 
together in chains that one drew the other after him 
into the river, wherein they were all suffocated 
(drowned)." (Vida Supra, p. 

"In the year of our Lord 1539 two Ana-Baptists 
were burned beyond Southwark, and a little before 
them 5 Dutch Ana-Baptists were burned in 
(Fuller Church History) 

--NOTE: Persecution so severe in Germany that Menno 
Simons' (Ana-Baptist pastor) followers began calling 
themselves "Mennonites ... " 

III. BAPTISTS IN ENGLAND 
--NOTE: Persecutions followed Baptists to England. 

Moore records: "In 1160 a companyof Paulicians (Bap
tists) entered Oxford. Henry II ordered them to be 
branded on the forehead with hot irons, publicly 
whipped them through the streets of the city, to 
have their garments cut short at the girdles, and 
be turned into the open country. The villages were 
not to afford them any shelter or food 
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and they perished a lingering death from cold and 
hunger." (Moore, Earlier and Later Nonconfor mi t y i n 
Oxfo r d 12.) 

- - NOTE: The Old Chronicler Stowe, A.D. 1533, relates 
"The 25th of May--in St. Paul's Church, London--ex
amined 19 men and 6 women. Fourteen of them were 
condemned; a man and a woman .were burned at Smith
f ield, the other twelve of them wer e sent to t owns 

re==::=::!"- to be burned. " 
-NOTE : In England the prefixes ("KATA" and "ANA") 
were dropped and our forefathe r s wer e simply k nown 
a s "Ba ptists." Since their beliefs were so well 
ide ntified as "Baptists," they accepted the name 
bestowed upon them by their enemies. 

By 1643 there were 7 Baptist congregations in 
London . persecution caused many English 
Baptists to flee to the American colonies i n quest 
of re l i gious freedom. 

I V. BAPTISTS IN AMERICA 
--NOTE: Having suffered in their native land for 
conscience' sake, it would seem that the new settler: 
wou ld have extended the freedom which they sought foJ 
t he ms elves to those who differed with It was 
not to be so. With relentless fury they punished anc 
b anished those who dissented from their views, being 
no t a whit behind Archbishop Laud and the Church of 
England in their persecuting zeal. 

So long as lesser and weaker men were to be dealt 
with, these persecutions attra cted little a ttention , 
a nd condition s in t he colony were comparat i v ely 
quiet . But driven by the i ntolerance prevailing in 
England, there (1630) a man of strong convic
t ions and rare force, Roger Williams, by name. On 
his arrival in Boston, he is described as "a godly 
minister," but he was destined to c a use the r ul i ng 
authorities vast con cern . He rebelled especially 
a gainst the effort to control by law through civil 
magistrates the consc iences of men . Sentence of '/ 
banishment was passed upon him. It involved expul
sion from society and exclusion from the church. 
Even more, since the colony was an isolated settle
ment , surro unaed by h eavy f ore sts and sava ge Ind ians , 
i t meant send i ng h i m away into privatio n and peril. \ 
Williams accepted hard sentence, and in the dead 
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of winter, went to live among the Narra ansett 
Indians. 1 0 l 

With the Indians he had great influence, due to 
his just dealing and innate strengt h of character 

Purchasing lands from the Indians and concilia-
l ting them by kind treatment, he established a new 

colony, which in r ecognition of div ine leading he 
c a lled Pr ov idence. From the beginning, the settlers 
in this colony made it clear that the right of in-

I dividua l judgment in religious a ff a irs was to be s a 
credly gua rded. 

Thus, Roger Williams established the first gov
ernment the world had ever known in which was com
p lete separation of church and sta te, and 
offered men the f ull p rivilege of worshiping God 
a ccording to the dicta tes of their own con s ciences. 
Gradually he came to apprehend the basal Baptist 
principles, the absolut e Lor dship of Chr is t a nd the 
c omple te competency o f the human soul . Accordingly, 
he publicly avowed himself a Baptist, and in ~ 
established in Providence an organization 
genera lly been regarded as the Baptist ch¥rch 
on the New Continent. 

Baptists grew from 1 Baptist to every 56 inh ab i 
tan t in 1792 to 1 Bap tis t to eve r y 13 i nh a bitan t s 
i n 19 3 O • /; ;¼,o-11 

--NOTE: A Denomination is Formed: 
------r:- Philadelphia Assoc. 1707 

2. Triennial Convention 1814 ("The Gene ral 
Missiona ry Conve ntion of t he Bap t is t Denom
inatio n i n t he U.S.") 

3 . . Southern Baptist Convention - 1845 
--NOTE: See Sa t. Eve n . Post Repr i nt 

4. Baptist General Convention of Texas 
--NOTE: The first Baptist sermon in Texas was 

preached by Freeman Smalley in 1822 at Pecan Point 
on the Re d River . Joseph Bays, a friend of Stephen 
F. Austin, preached the first Baptist sermon west o f 
the_Brazo s i n t he home of Mo ses Shipman , near San 

in 1823. 
The first Baptist Church in Texas was organized 

at Wa shing t on in 1837. 
In 1848 the Baptist State Convention was o r gan

ize d a t Ande r s on . 
In 1886 in Waco this Convention joined with the 

Baptist General Assoc. of Texas to form the B.G.C.T. 
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B. H. Corrall who held our church's first revival 
in 1885 was then pastor of F.B.C., Waco and led in 
uniting Texas Baptists into one convention. 

5. Concho Valley Baptist Assoc. 
--NOTE: Organized August 28, 1891 in F.B.C. of San 
Angelo, with 8 churches. 

V. FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - San Angelo 
--Matt. 10:7 "As you go, preach, saying, The kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand." 

--NOTE: Dr. Owen C. Pope, later president of Simmons 
College (now H-SU) preached the first Baptist sermon 
in San Angelo on Sunday evening, December 3, 

Following Pope's and L. R. Millican's visit to 
S.A., the Home Mission Board sent a 20-year-old 
preacher boy, Edwin J. Mays, to conduct services. 
He rented a room in a San Angelo hotel and walked to 
his appointments in Ben Ficklin, three miles away. 
He made history when he entered the saloons and gamb
ling halls after obtaining permission from the pro
prietors to preach there. His meager salary was not 
sufficient to have a fire in his room, even though he 
had already contracted tuberculosis. He suffered a 
physical breakdown and was forced to return to his 
home in Round Rock where he died in 1883. 

Edwin Mays left no known record of his work in San 
Angelo, but fragments of sermons found after his 
death indicate a fondness for the text "Except ye be 
born again .... " Was his ministry worth the price? 
Twenty-five years after his death his father was told 
by a former saloon keeper of San Angelo that he had 
been converted in a San Angelo s a loon by the young 
minister and that together they had destroyed every 
bottle of whiskey in his saloon. 

--NOTE: In 1883, shortly after the departure of Edwin 
Mays, the Mission Board sent Rev. z. M. Wells to San 
Angelo to establish monthly appointments in San 
Angelo and Paint Rock. While on one of these appoint 
ments, Rev. Wells met with 8 Baptists on July 28, 
1883, in a small adobe school house located on the 
corner of Twohig and Chadbourne Streets and formed 
a church body called the Baptist Church of Christ of 
Sa n Angelo. 

--NOTE: In the fall of 1886 the Rev. L. R. Millican 
r e t urne d to San Angelo and repla ced z. M. Wells as 
pas tor . Millican, one of the strongest ministers of 
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the Baptist denomination, eventually became the 
driving force in promoting the work of the Paisano 
Baptist Encampment at Paisano Pass . 

--NOTE: Leander Randon Millican's father, Elliott 
Millican, a doctor, "distinguished himself at San 
Jacinto" as a soldier. He was sheriff in Navasota 
County in 1841 and Brazos County in 1843. He rep
resented Brazos County in the Ninth Congress and 
helped bring Texas into the United States. 

L. R. Millican recalls several visits made to 
his- home by Gen. Sam Houston. When Millican 8 
years old, his father ha Just died. Sam Houston 
visited the family. He took young Millican aside 
and said, "Remember, my boy, if you are good and 
obedient you may become governor when you grow up . 
And whatever you do--never touch liquor." Millican 
said, "Sam Houston had been a heavy drinker ... t6ok 
hi s a dv ice on liquor." 

- -NOTE: e seems to have been com letely at e a se all 
of his life with men the more sanctimonious would · 
have avoided. The worst men seemed to know, intuit
ively, that he was without fear in dealing with 
them. 

In fact, on his first missionary journey to New 
exico he took the old sta e route that r a n from 

Pecos to Carlsbad. "During the long ride an Irish 
bully, inflamed by liquor, began to terrorize the . 
other passengers. Bro. Millican tried to remonstrate 
with the man and when he did the bully jerked a 
knife and attempted to use it on the preacher , but 
Bro. Millican quickly seized the hand that held t he 
knife and then threw the man to the floor of the 
stage coach a nd s a t astr addle of him until t he 
bully agreed to sit up and behave like a gentleman . 
He was tame the rest of the journey and when they 
parted at Carlsbad, he shook hands with the preach -
er .... " 

--NOTE: El Paso was and had been for many years a 
w°Ideop en bor der town . "Why, in 1887 when we held 
a big meeting in the old opera house at El Paso, I 
went into every saloon and gambling den in the cit y . 
It seemed to me every other door was a saloon or 
gambling hall. I took my invitations into my arm , 
went into the s a loons a nd to ever y gambling hall. 
"'Boys ,' I would say to the players, 'we're having 
a big meeting tonight at the Opera House. I'd like 
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mighty well to have you attend.' 
"I never received a single rebuff from those 

f ellows. They were liberal with their contributions. 
They called me the parson or the sky pilot and that 
wa s all there was to it. If I needed funds, they 
were among the first to contribute. 

"But they ran El Paso in those days. There wasn'i 
a ny law and what they said was law. The gospel 
helped immensely in bringing the old border and fron
tier to a sensible state of mind and conditions .... 

- - NOTE: In an article written in 1934, Buren Sparks 
noted, " ro. is now past his 

age most preachers would be sitting down 
awaiting the final summons that would call them to a 
l a nd where hardships are never known and desert 
trails are never lonely, but Bro. Millican still 
d r ives on like a modern Jehu." 

--NOTE: In 1938 when the B.G.C.T. was meeting in 
F . B.C., San Angelo, L. R. Millican died. His life
l ong friend, George Truett, was attending the con
v ention and said, "I think I never knew a better 
ma n." 

His funeral was held in the Tabernacle at Pa isano 
Encampment (which he loved so dearly). Dr. George w. 
Truett, president of the Baptist World Alliance and 
pastor of F.B.C. Dallas, preached the sermon, and 
Dr. J.B. Tidwell, head of the Bible Department of 
, aylor, as well as president of the B.G.C.T., also 
s poke. 

Pallbearers included H. L. Kokernot of San Anton
i o, C. M. Caldwell and Tom Hendricks of Abilene, 
Gene Cowder of Midland, and Brice Twitty of Dallas. 

Dr. Truett wrote the epitaph for Millican monu
ment: "Like his divine Master, he went about doing 
good." 

--NOTE: Other equally great men have provided us our 
Baptist Heritage--Callaway, McGee, Stanton, Rogers, 
Masters, Whitley and Smith. Others who followed, 
Pledger through Clinard, have been highlighted 
d uring our Centennial moments of thanksgiving. 

But for these and the thousands of lay men and 
women who have served our Lord so faithfully, we are 
eternally grateful! We have a heritage of those 
who have given so unselfishly of themselves. 
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CON: Dr. Gordon Clinard, in his sermon "Plant ing 
Trees You Will Never Sit Under,'' said, "David built 
a house he never entered. But he entered a house he 
never built. One not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 

The purpose of our heritage is not simply to re
joice over the houses others have built for us or to 
bask beneath the trees others have planted. 

The purpose of our heritage is to inspire us to 
build for the future- - t o plant trees under which we 
shall never sit. 

SOURCES: Burroughs, P.E., The Baptist People, 
Southern Baptist Convention, 1934. 

Carroll, J.M., The Trail of Blood, Ashland Avenue 
Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky, 1931. 

Kennedy, D. James, Evangelism Explosion, Tyndale 
House, Wheaton, Illinois, 1970. 

Stokes, Katy, Paisano, Texian Press, 1980. 

Who are the Baptists?, The Sunday School Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, TN , 
1951. 
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