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resurrected must be careful not to give so 
much attention to angels that they invade the realm that 
belongs only to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The article appeared in The Dallas Morning 
News on January 19, 1995. Judy and Bill Wallace were 
driving down the highway when the -wheel and partial 
axle of a van which was being towed broke loose and 
sliced through the roof of their car like a giant can 
opener. Both Bill and Judy miraculously escaped 
without How do you think they explained their 
miraculous escape? They said, "It must have been our 
guardian angels." 

an increasingly common explanation 
given for amatic deliverances and personal rotection 
today, and it raises some serious question . s thi a 
legitimate explanation of what happened r is it just a 
spiritual cloak over a coincidental occurrence? 

oe of angels have a basis in the Bib e or is 
it an overflow of the New Age movemen Is the 
ren e · angels a sign of spiritual akening 
or is it an indication of spiritual confusion . t can 
we believe about angels? 

Before answering those questions, let me 
offer two guidelines. 

First, we need. to base our opinions about 
angels on the Scripture and not on personal experience. 
Five years ago, only 5 books on angels were in print in 
the United States. if oday at least 200 6 00 s on angels 
line the shelves of bookstores, with new titles coming 
out every week. We must not allow the volume of 
literature to cause us to give automatic credibility to th 
declarations of the literature. ~ s Christians, 

is the If an idea about angels is not 
supported in Scripture, it is only speculation, no matter 
how often or how passionately a person affirms it. 

Second, need to keep our interest in angels 
in perspective. According to the New Testament, the 
One who guides us into all truth is not an angel but the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. One who guards us from 
the around us is not an angel but the 

· g two qualifications in mind, 
consider some questions about angels. 

Wh.ere Did Angels Come From? 

they were created by God and are not co
existent with God is made clear in Psalm 148. In verses 
1-4, the different realities which should 
give praise to God: an els heavenly hosts, sun and 
moon, shining stars, the ighest heavens and the waters 
above the skies. Then, in verse 5, the Psalms explained, 
"Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he 
commanded and they were created." 

Paul eclioes thought in Colossians I : 16 
when he wrote, "For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things were created by him and for him." 

When did God create the angels? Jewish 
scfiolars suggest that the angels were created n 
ffie secon of creation or the fifth o creation: 
on second day o avoid any su~~ t the 
angels asstste od in creation or on 
with the other winged creatures. 

1 e only indication.from Scripture is that the 
angels were created before the earth was created and 
before was created. 

The first assumption is based oo Job 38:4-7. In 
response to Job's complaint, God asked Job: "Where 
were you when I laid the earth's foundation? . . while 
the morning stars sang together and all the el [sons 
of God] shouted for joy?" The angels seem to be God's 
cheering section when He created the earth, so they 
were created before the earth was created. 
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e second assumption is based on Genesis 3. 
Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan, the angel of 
God who had rebelled aga inst God and had been kicked 
out of heaven. The angels had already been created and 
Satan had alcead)( man was created, so 

they were created before man was created 
Whenever ey were created, primary 

point is that angels were created by God. They 
by for angels do not participate 

in marriage I 2:25). Nor ace they the departe'1 
who have died. I remember an old joke 

about a husband and his wife. She said, "Be an angel 
and let me drive" He did and now he is! That joke is 
not true according to the Bible. We do not become 
angels. s were created by God sometime before 
the ~ was created and sometime before JUWl was 
created. 

What Are Angels Like? 

First, they are SPIRITUAL BEINGS. 
According to Hebrews I: 14 angels are "ministering 
spirits." In describing angels who have rebelled against 
God and followed Satan, Paul described them as 
"spiritual forces" instead of being "flesh and blood." 

do not have physical bodies as we do, 
nor are they visible to the human eye, with two 
exceptions. They at times take the · form of a human 
body. example of this is the experience 
and Sarah with three beings they believed at first to be 
men (!Gen. 18: 2) but were later perceived to be angels 
(Gen. 19: J ). In addition, God does at times give to 
humans the ability to perceive the angels in a vision . 
An example is fhe time at Dothan when the Lord 
opened the eyes of Elisha's servant enabling him to see 
that "the mountain was full of the horses and chariots 
of fire all around Elisha" (2 Kings 6: 17). 

Second, they are PERSONAL BEINGS. 
Although angels are not human and do not have 
physical bodies, they nevertheles a personal 
~ acaclecislics ey emonstrat e otion Jesus said 
the angels rejojce,,each time a lost erson turns to Him 
(Luke 15: 10). They posses ntelli ence Satan had a 
conversation with Eve in the Garden in which he 

tg deceive b~ ut what God had said 
(Gen. 3). possess . Satan decided to rebel 
against God. are personal beings. 

They are also EXTRAORDINARY BEINGS. 
Peter wrote in his second epistle that angels are "greater 
in might and power" (2 Pet. 2:1 I). They excel in 
knowledge. When the Old Testament writer wanted 

describe the profound wisdom of King David he said, 
"for as the angel of God, so is my lord the king to 
discern good and evil" (2 Sam. 14: 17). a excel 

The awesome power of angels can be 
manifest in a negative way as in the angel who 
destroyed 70,000 people in Israel in a single day (2 
Sam. 24: 5-16) or in a positive way as in the angel who 
shut the mouths of the ravenous lions to save Daniel's 
life (E>fill. 6:22). hey are not omniscient (knowing 
everything) nor are omnipotent (all powerful) but 
their power and intelligence qualify them to be called 

creatures. 

How Do Angels Operate? 

This is a question of great interest but one 
about which the Bible says very little. pparently 
are an almost infinite number of angels . The writer of 

refers to " of angels" (Heb. 12:22). 
referre twelve le ions of angels" which God 

could at once put at His disposal (Matt. 26: 53). In 
Daniel's vision "thousands upon thousands were 
attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were 
standing before Him" (Dan . 7 :10). The writer of 
Revelation wrote, "And I looked, and I heard the voice 
of many angels around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; and the number of them was 
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands" (Rev. 
5: 11 ). Even if the figures of Daniel and the writer of 
Revelation are to be taken .symbolically instead of 
literally, they still uggest such a large number of 
angels that they can hardly be counted. 

A group of Christians in the fourteenth 
century who obviously did not have anything better to 
do computed the number of angels by "calculating 
words into numbers and numbers into words" and came 
up with the very exact number of 301 ,655,722 angels. 

How do these millions upon millions of angels 
operate? From the beginning of our thinking about 
angels, we have pictured them in a hierarchy. 
1fhis hierarchy is rather loosely taken from 
Scripture. For example, the mention of different kinds 
of angels such as "cherubim" and "seraphim" and 
"archangel" has provided the foundation for making 
divisions among the angels . 

Several passages of Scripture are used as a 
asis this structuring of angels. One example is 

Colossians I: 16: "For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--
all things have been created by Him and for Him." 



Some consider these thrones, and 
to be different ranks of celestial beings. 

In Ephesians 1: 19-21, aul wrote, "These are 
in accordance with the working of the strength of His 
might which He brought about in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above and 

and power and dominion." I.UIJt: and aulbocity 
and.pwa,:et and dom jnjqp considered by some to be 

< 

different ranks of celestial beings. 
Although there is no indication all in these 

passages that these words refer to different levels 
within an angelic hierarchy, some Christian scholars 
have understood them so. Based on the different words 
used in the Bible, many scholars have arrived 
at nine in the order of the angels: Seraphim, 
Cherubim, Dominations, Thrones, Principalities, 
Powers, Virtues, Archangels, and Angels. 

We are on rather shaky Scriptural foundation 
when we try to press this too far. the questions, 
"How many angels are ,there?" and "How do they 
operate?" the safest answer is, "We really don't 
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What Do Angels Do? 

From we can give our answers. 
First, angels WORSHIP. At the birth of Christ, 

Luke wrote: "And suddenly there appeared with the 
an e multide of the 
saying, 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men with whom He is pleased."' (Luke 
2:13-14). In Revelation 5:11-12, John wrote, "And I 
looked, and I heard the voice of many' n el round 
the throne and the living creatures and the elders . .. 
saying with a loud voice, is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing.'" 

l, Second, angels SER VE. els carry out 
special assignments give to them by God. Old 

it was an angel who ordered Abraham to 
refrain at the last moment from sacrificing his only son 
Isaac (Gen. 22: 11-12). n he New Testament, God sent 
an angel to deliver Peter from prison in answer to the 
prayers of the early Christian (Acts 12: 11 ). 

3. Third, angels GUARD. Exodus 23:20 says: 
"Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to 

uar ou alon the wa ." Psalm 34:7 says, "The angel 
of the Lor nc m s aroun those who fear Him, and 
r$~P1es them." Psalm 91: 11 says: "For He give His 
angels charge concerning you, t guard ou in all your 
ways." 

Does this mea every person has a guar ian 
angel? Nothing in Scripture specifically affirms this 
although this has been a common conclusion of 
Christian scholars across the centuries. 
lliomas Aquinas concluded that every Christian has a 
guardian angel and that their protection begiQs 
moment · nd continues the way lif&. 

does the ible Some find a basis 
for this claim in the statement in Matthew 18: I 0: "See 
that you do not despise one of these little for I say 
to you, tha hei in heaven continually behold 
the face of My Father who is in heaven." Another 
is Acts 12 where Peter is delivered from prison by the 
angel. Once free, he went to the house where the 
Christians were praying for his release. When Rhoda 
saw it was Peter, she reported to the others that Pe r 
was standing at the door. Their response: "It i 

I" (12: 15). 
biblical foun ation for the bold 

assumption that every person has a guardian angel. We 
would be on more solid ground simply to conclude that 

aneels euard ia some wa)' that 

Fourth, angels DELIVER. Both the Hebrew 
and Greek words translated angel agyally mean 
'messenger." One of the tasks of angels in Scripture is 
to deliver messages for Goa. The pregnancy of Mary 
and the meaning of it were announced by 
(Luke 1 :26-28). The birth of Jesus was announced to 
the shepherds by (Luke 2: I 0-11 ). The 
resurrection of was announced by an I (Matt. 
28:5-6). Philip was told to go to the Gaza road for a 
witnessing opportunity by an (Acts 8:26). 
Cornelius as told to send for Peter by an ~ (Acts 
10:3-7). Paul was informed that all on the ship would 
survive the storm by (Acts 27:23-24). 

Conclusion 

me leave you with these two 
angels, an 

give to angels. 
The letter of Hebrews notes the af, 

~~d the inferiority of angels to the 
have a with the Lord 

and experiences with ord that escape the angels. 
That's why it is essential to filter everything we read 
and hear about angels through the clear declarations of 
the New Testament. we eat with this popular 
subject today, we must avoid the twin temptations of 

3 too much about angels little about angels. 



A RELIGION OF A SOUND MIND 

Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9 & 14-21 

I. There Is a VISION to Be Seen 
--Matt. 17:1-3 & 9 
I. VIThich gives a "lift" To our religion 

--Exegesis vs. I: Just prior, Matt. 16:21-28, the disciples' 
hearts had been made heavy by the announcement of the 
impending sufferings and death of their Lord. Now Christ 
gives them a "lift" by sharing with them a vision of 
glory yet to be ! 

--Illus: Paul's relation to Christ started with a vision. 
2. Which sheds "light" upon our Saviour 

--Exegesis vs. 2: The disciples learned truths about Christ 
hitherto unknown. For the first time in their lives they saw 
him in his preincarnate glory! They learned of his relation 
to the law (Moses) and the prophets (Elijah). 

--Note: To be pitied is that whose religion is void 
of the "visionary ! " 

II. There Is a VOICE To Be 
--Matt. 17:4-8 
1. Which is not the voice of man 

- -Matt. 17:4 
2. Which is the voice of God 

--Matt. 17:5 
3. Which removes any cause for fear 

--Matt. 17:6-7 
4. Which calls attention to Jesus 

--Matt. 17:8 
--Exegesis: From this point on, they remembered that Jesus 

alone was the one whom they were to call men to follow. 

III. There Is a VOCATION To Be Entered 
--Matt. 17:14-21 
I. Which calls us into the mass of humanity 

--Matt. 17:14 
--Exegesis: The "vision" and the "voice" were necessary, 

but needs of men were in the valley below. 
2. "Which results in the spiritual release of men 

--Matt. 17:18 
--Illus: Scores of those about you are spiritually imprisoned 

by unbelief, greed, fear, anxiety, pride, kmliness and 
disillusionment. 

3. Which requires an unfaltering faith 
--Matt. 17:20 
--Exegesis: Real Faith, although it be as inconspicuous 

as a "mustard seed" can move a "mountain. 11 


