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COMMITTED TO CARE 

Scripture: Pslarn 142:4 ( DO NOT READ) 

I 

I INTRO: A SEVEN-YEAR-OLD GIRL HAD WRITTEN TO DR. MICHAEL 
DEBAKEY, 11 DOES A PLASTIC HEART HAVE LOVE IN IT? 11 DR. 
DEBAKEY REPLIED , "YES , A PLASTIC HEART DOES HAVE LOVE IN IT, 
A VERY GREAT DEAL OF LOVE. LOVE IN A PLASTIC HEART IS 

LOVE OF MANY PEOPLE WHO LOVE OTHER PEOPLE, AND DON'T 
WANT THEM TO DIE . THESE PEOPLE WORK MANY DAYS AND 
BUILD A HEART THAT WILL MAKE PEOPLE LIVE LONGER, IF YOU 
THINK OF HOW MUCH LOVE THERE WOULD BE IN HUNDREDS OF HEARTS, 
THEN THAT IS HOW MUCH LOVE THERE IS IN A PLASTIC HEART . " 

SOME OF THE MOST ARRESTING WORDS EVER WRI TTEN ARE RECORDED 
IN PSALM 142:4 , LOOKED ON MY RIGHT HAND, AND BEHELD , BUT 
THERE WAS NO MAN THAT WOULD KNOW ME: REFUGE FAILED ME; NO 
MAN CARED FOR MY SOUL. " THESE WORDS COULD BE SPOKEN BY 
MANY IN THE FAR CORNERS OF THE WORLD AS THEY FEEL 
ALONE--NO ONE TO CARE. WHAT A DISCOMFORTING THOUGHT! 

TODAY, AMIDST THE MILLIONS SURROUNDING US, IT IS POSSIBLE 
TO FEEL VERY ALONE AND UNLOVED . ' NO ONE CARES WHAT HAPPENS 
TO ME 11 SEEMS TO BE A COMMON COMPLAINT . THE TRUTH IS THAT 
TOO FEW DO REALLY CARE, THE PRIEST AND LEVITE WHO 
PASSED BY ON THE OTHER SIDE. 

CHRISTIANS, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY CHRIST, AND 
CAPTIVATED BY HIS EXAMPL ND BECAUSE A 

VE IN IT, HE IS ITTED 11 

6.-1)_ .. -~ "t.ifi ;~ 
"Committed to Means: ---..:_7 

I . OMMITTED TO BEAR 
1 . he N e of Christ 

God commanded Ananias in a to go to Saul 
of who had just been glori ously 
become the tool through which Saul would receive . 
both his sight and the fulness of the Spirit, God 
said: 

--Acts 9:15b "He Saul) is a chosen vessel unto me, 
t o bear my name the Gentiles, and kings, 
and t he children of Israel. 11 

( 1 ) eriously 
- -Exodus 20:7a "Thou shalt not take (bear --wear) 

t he name of the Lord thy God in vain . 
ear the name 'Christian and yet t o 

the teachings of Christ is t o 11bear his 
name in vain. " i is dece this is 
delusi ve , it is t o bear his name in a frivolous 
and insincere manner. 



committed to care means to be committed 
to bear Christ's name seriously with honor and 
respect, remembering that our "family name" is 
at in how we bear the name of Christ. 

(2) oyfully 
- -Acts 5 "And they departed the presence 

of the council, rejoicing that they were 
worthy to suffer shame for his name. 

be then e of Ch ist joyfully 
means to serve him without thought of cost 
or personal sacrifice. It means to thrill at 

of service -- never to 
begrudge what we are asked to do or called on 
to give. 

2. - -e-..Cros- -'=s o 
--Luke 9 :23 "If any man will come after me, let him 

deny himself , and up his cross daily and follow 
me . 11 

his book entitled 

e : to bear the cross of Christ you must 
deny yourself. n e denied his Lord. He said 
of Jesus, "I do not know that man." To den self 
is to say of yourself and your selfish desires, "I 
do not know that It is to ignore the 
existence of yourself. It is to treat self as if 
it did not exist. 

3. The Burdens of Other s 
- -Gal. 6:2 "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ • 
--NQ_te: h Christian stewardship you can bear 

the burdens of others though they are half-way 
the world. 

us · In Ken a a missionacy pastor learned of a 
boy who was desperately ill. He to the bush 
village where the 13 year old lad lay on dirt 
floor of a mud hut. His body was deh drated 
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only stared at the strange visitor. 
asked for permission to take the boy to 
and after a conference they agreed. 

s 
hospital, 

a dirt blanket, he was half a 
mile to the car. On the wa the mother spoke in her 
tribal tongue: ed God to elp my son and make 
him well, but I didn't know that God was 
send a missionary to help him. 11 

child, had meningi tis, and perhaps would have lived 
only another day without medical attention. When 

e e h e a fter two weeks in the hospital, his 
people had a prayer meeting of thanksgiving to God 
for healing him and for sending the missionary that 
day-- w s o bear the burden of 
others because you are ommitted to and thus to 
be . 

II. COMMITTED TO SHARE 
- -II 8:l-3a ( L.B.) "Now I want to tell you what God 

in his has done for the churches in Macedonia. 
Though they have been going t~rough much trouble and 

times, they have mixed their wonderful joy with 
their deep poverty, and the result has been an overflow 

giving to others. They gave not only what t hey could 
but far 

1:M aul as ubbling with excitement! His 
skipped across the page as he wrote about some Christians 
in Macedonia who had demonstrated a kind of Christian 
maturity for which he had not even dared to hope. L. 

w t words about men who understood the 
heart of Christianity. Because really cared-

they 
1. Christ 

-- "He findeth his own brother, Simon 
him, 'We have found the Messiah!' . 

and he brought him to Jesus. " ( ohn l:41-42a) 
-- findeth Nathanael and saith unto him,'We have 

him, of whom Moses in the Law, and the prophets 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, t he son of Joseph. 111 

(John 1:45 ) 
at "Come, see a man, which told 

me all things that ever I did: is not this t he 
Christ?" ( John 4: 29) 
(1) Through ersonal ministry 

- -Acts l :Sb "Ye shall e witnesses me. " 
The one thing every Christian can do and 

to do! 



Churc 's Mini stry 
--Mark 16:15 "Go ye into all the world, and 

the gospel to creature. 
te : When you ave an 8 a day j ob and 

family responsibilities the logical question 
comes , ' But HOW can I go all the world? " 

swer is through the ministry of your 
church. This is one reason wh Christ estab
lished the church. 

y: · through your church and the 
budget it makes an extension of 
ministry through the ministry of your 

Every time I stand preach. . . you . . 
etc. ,:~ 

2. 
--Be use t he Christ i ans at Macedonia were so committee 

to care, "They first gave their own selves (1) to 
the Lord and (2) us by the will of God. " 
( II Cor. 8 : 5 ) 

--Note: A person who (1) is committed to Lord 
will always (2) share himself with 

- -Apply : world needs more t han any-
thing else for us to share not our wealth but our
selves. e ected hil n and the forgotten 
elderly need not so much our possessions as our 
compassion. They need to know that we 
care. And if we care will share 

others. 
3. Our Money 

--Note : Because t he Chr istians at Macedonia were 
committed to they were committed to their 

themsel ves and money . And t hi s i s t hE 
order in which sharing usually comes and should come. 

--I LOS: We a lot of statements to the effect 
that it is easier for people to give their money thar 
their time and their talents. Howeve it is ex
tremely doubtful that the records would substantiate 
such a claim. e must never place that we 
think that giving our money can substitute for time, 
talent, and personal service. A t he same time, we 
must be careful not to minimize the importance of 



in the world today. in a world f 
and if we are going to be serious about fulfilling 
our mission we must think realistically about money. 
If we are going .to heal the hurt and alleviate the 
suffering of this world, it will cost a lot of mone 

verbally 

money_. 
_..,oL of this world , it 

t\e 
who says that money is not important is simply out 
of touch with reality and probably has not really 

the cost of discipleship. 

III. COMMITTED 
Lake Hamilton Experience and away boat. 

Because I was committed to care I was to dare. 

1. -To Prove the of God 
--Malachi 3:lOb Read 

"Try before you buy. " God says, "Give me a 
to prove myself . . . etc. 

6 
2. To ··- ·-·~~ ~ , 

r;:f:.t 1:1,tA fll-<7 
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CON: In res onse to the man cares for my soul or 
no one cares what happens to some Christian's 
date book might read: 

I and a poverty-stricken family had a 
new home. 

111 cared, 11 and a crippled girl walked. 
r. and a boy saw the light. 

But if this is all that happened and nothing more, then 
we have failed in our stewardship of the whole gospel. 
We have failed those who cry with the psalmist, 
man cared for my soul. 

Who cares enough to tell the world that Jesus Christ 
died for the lost? Jesus is committed to care. In 
oder to be true disciples, we must have a like 
corrnnitment to care, and to pass on what we have 
received. And because we care we shall prove that 
care by the pledge we make this year so that through 
our church we may pass on the story of Christ to 
others. 1 
,>-e, -vv----> ' -

CA,1l 
It onl_y t akes as ark to get a fire going - -
And soon all those around can warm up to its glowing 
That's how it is with God's love 
Once you've experienced it. 
You spread his love to everyone 
You want to pass it on. 

Hj 
Luke 6:38 "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you 
again." 

Mattew "And whosoever shall give to drink unto one 
ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a 

d1sc1ple, I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his 
reward." 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
April 6, 1997 

COMMITTED TO CARE 

I. COMMITTED TO 
1. The of Christ 

--Acts 9:15b "He (Saul) is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel." 
(1) Seriously 
--Exodus 20:7a "Thou shalt not take (bear--wear) the name of 

the Lord thy God in vain." 
To bear the name "Christian" and yet to ignore the 
teachings of is to " b r-

/ " 

(2) Joyfully 
--Acts 5:41 "And they departed from the presence of the council, 

I that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name. ' 

2. The of Christ 
--Luke 9:23"If any man will come after let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross and follow me." 
But to bear the cross of Christ you must 
yourself. 

3. The of Others 
--Galatians 6:2"Bear ye one another's , and so 

fulfill the law of Christ." 



II. COMMITTED TO 
--II Cor. 8:1-3a (L.B.) "Now I want to tell you what God in his grace 

has done for the churches in Macedonia. Though they have been 
going through much trouble and hard times, they have mixed their 
wonderful joy with their deep poverty, and the result has been an 
overflow of giving to others. They gave not only what they could 
afford, but far more." 

1. Our C2h1<. 1sT . 
(1) Through Our p Is 

(2) Through Our r 

2. Oursel 
--II Cor. 8:5 "And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave 

their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God." 

3. Our 

III. COMMITTED TO 
1. To Prove the of God 

--Malachi 3:J0b "Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts," 

2. To Prove the of Our Love 
--II Cor. 8:8 "I speak not as a command, but because of the 

example of others you prove the ______ of your 
love!" 



Matthew 25:35 

. 

~ human misery and suffering caused by lack of 
½ good drinking water is deplorable in the state of Ceara in 

Northeast Brazil. Rural areas continue to depend on 
ponds, rivers, and water wagons. The ponds are infested 
with parasites and diseases. Rivers are few in number and 
often are contaminated. The water wagons get water 
from ponds and rivers. Cholera is a serious health prob
lem. Amoebic dysentery and intestinal parasites are very 
evident, especially among the children and the elderly. 
Baptists in Ceara are determined to help alleviate this seri
ous problem through the drilling of deep wells. This min
istry project is called "Water for All." Missionary Randy 
Pegues and Brazilian layman Sandoval Mendonsa will 

drilling of wells. Lqcal government offi
cials and the or director of public works are 
involved in the planning and execution of each project. 
When a well is finished, the community assumes respon si
bility to maintain the facility. These wells will be dug in 
areas of great poverty where there is no safe water, where 
malnutrition and disease are evident, and where the popu
lation is mostly illiterate. 



Bangladesh the majority of the rural popu

lation also use water from ponds and rivers as the 

primary source of drinking water. So many health 

needs can be met when people have good drinking 

water. Missionaries report the sinking of 1,000 tube

wells in rural areas where they serve. In most cases, 

a well provides clean, safe water to an of 70 

persons. Bangladesh is a Muslim country, and these 

wells primarily will help persons who are not 

Christian. Missionary R. T. Buckley says, "The sink

ing of these wells gives us an opportunity to meet 

human need, to demonstrate the love of Christ, and 

to continue to minister in Bangladesh." 

TEXAS BAPTIST OFFERING 

FOR WORLD HUNGER 

supports dozens of specific ministries 
around the world to hungry people. 
One hundred percent of the offering 

is in direct support of these ministries. 



TEXAS BAPTIST OFFERING 
FOR WORLD HUNGER 

supports dozens of specific ministries 
around the world to hungry people. 
One hundred percent of the offering 

is used in direct support of these ministries. 

OVERVIEW 

One in every five people in developing nations (841 million) 
is hungry. 
At least two billion people face vitamin and mineral deficiencies 
that pose serious threats. 
Thirty-four thousand children under age five die every day from 
hunger and preventable diseases. That's twenty-four children a 
minute - equalj.o 747's crashing hour, 
all year. 't -

Seventy percent of childhood deaths are associated · 
tion and preventable diseases. 
One in four persons lacks access to safe drinking water. 



AFRICA 

Hunger is widespread and getting worse in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Long-term economic decline, international debt, low commodity 
prices, and civil strife have all contributed to growing poverty and 
hunger in Africa. 

•!• One of every five African women of childbearing age is under
weight (weighing less than 100 pounds) and likely to be malnour
ished. This heightens obstetric risks and increases the chance of 
bearing low birthweight babies. 
Almost a third of African children under age five are undernour
ished. 
In 1992, drought and crop failures left 23 million Southern and East 
Africans dependent on emergency food aid. 
By the end of 1993, African countries hosted 6 million refugees, 
more than any other world region. Millions more Africans are dis
placed within their own countries. 

ASIA-PACIFIC 

Hunger in the Asia-Pacific region has declined dramatically over the 
past 20 years. The undernourished proportion of the population 
has dropped from one-third in South and Southeast Asia and nearly 
half in China to 24 percent in South Asia, 17 percent in Southeast 
Asia, and 16 percent in China. This impressive achievement result
ed from strong economic growth in much of the region, comple
mented by large-scale pub1ic investments in nutrition, health, and 
education. 
Despite the gains, Asia and the Pacific continue to face major 
hunger problems, especially among women of childbearing age and 
children. South Asia has the highest proportion of underweight 
women of childbearing age in the world percent), and Southeast 
Asia ranks second (44 percent). 
South Asia also has the world's highest incidence of malnutrition 
among children under five; Southeast Asia ranks second. 

LATIN AMERICA 

Between 1975 and 1990, malnutrition rates for children under five 
declined from 19 percent to 15 percent in Central America, and 
from 16 percent to 8 percent in South America. Families and some 
governments made special efforts to protect children from the hard
ships provoked by the debt crises. 
Income inequality in the region is a long-standing cause of hunger. Hunger is 
usually worse in rural areas and especially among indigenous people. 
Guatemala faces the worst child malnutrition problem in Latin 
America, caused in part by 34 years of internal conflict. The areas 
most affected by conflict have the heaviest populations of indige
nous people and the highest poverty and child mortality rates. 
Children do not die in Brazil from war or famine-induced hunger 



the way they do in Sudan or Bosnia. Instead they die in the midst 
of peace and plenty. Brazil is the world's third largest exporter of 
agricultural products, yet sixty million Brazilians live in extreme 
poverty. millio (equal to the population of Argentina) 
go hungry every day. They include 2. 7 million children under two 
years old and 5 mi1lion under five. Poverty, hunger, and malnutri
tion are part of the endemic deprivation which characterizes the 
north_east section of the ... 

WESTERN EUROPE 

The member countries of the European Union (EU) have faced 
slow economic growth and high unemployment during the 1990s. 
There is a trend of reduced social spending, often defended as the 
key to renewed economic vigor. All this increases the potential for 
food insecurity among low-income people. 
In 1993, almost a quarter of the labor force was without work in 
Spain, along with 12 percent in France, Denmark, and Italy; 10 per
cent in the United Kingdom and Belgium; 9 percent in Germany; 
and 6 percent in the Netherlands. Unemployment rates for youth 
aged 16 to 24 are especially worrisome: 23 percent in France, 28 
percent in Italy, and 33 percent in Spain. 
Twenty-seven percent of Europe's population is at risk of iodine 
deficiency, including 10 million people in Germany. At the end of 
1993, Western Europe hosted about 900,000 refugees, largely as a 
result of fighting in former Yugoslavia. 

FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 

•!• The situation in former Yugoslavia remains grim. Nearly three mil
lion people in Bosnia are at risk of hunger and exposure, and are 
dependent on United Nations rations. Their condition is worsened 
by Bosnian Serb forces' systematic blocking of relief convoys. Food 
and medicine are clearly used as weapons in the violent struggle 
over Bosnia's future. 

•!• In the besieged city of Srebrenica, tens of thousands of starving 
Muslims have been shelled daily by the Serbs and existing on a diet 
of tree buds and cakes made from ground com cobs. Disease and 
hunger were responsible for killing many of the 1,000 children who 
died in Srebrenica between October 1992 and May 1993. Air drops 
of food and medicine have helped, but 10 percent of the children 
experience scurvy, a disease caused by vitamin C deficiency. A 
third of the city's refugees are less than three years old. 



CANADA 

Poor people in Canada are increasingly reliant on charity to feed 
themselves and their families. Social and economic entitlements are 
declining. 
In 1992, the number of people living below the poverty line grew to 
4.3 million people (16.1 percent of the Canadian population). 
Single parent families headed by women below age 65 and children 
younger than 18 are those who are most often poor. 
Child poverty continues to be high, though lower than in the United 
States. About 18 percent of all Canadian children live in poverty. 
According to the Canadian Association of Food Banks, 40 percent 
of food bank recipients are children. In 1994, an estimated 800,000 
children received assistance from a food bank. More than 25 per
cent of homeless Canadians are children. 

THE UNITED STATES 

In 1993, 39.3 million people in the United States (15.1 percent of 
the population) lived below the poverty line, 1.3 million more than 
in 1992 and 6.9 million more than in 1989. 
The U.S. child poverty rate is double that of any other industrialized 
country. 
Hunger contributes to child mortality. Ten of every one thousand 
children die before reaching their fifth birthday, a higher rate than 
in any other developed country. 
8.4 million families are poor (12.3 percent). Married-couple families 
have a poverty rate of 6.5 percent. For single-parent, female-headed 
families, the rate is 35.6 percent. 
15.1 percent of poor families have a householder who works year

and full-time. 
9.9 percent of non-Hispanic whites, 33.1 percent of blacks, 30.6 per
cent of Hispanics and 15.3 percent of Asians and Pacific Islanders 
are poor. 
22. 7 percent of children under 18 are poor. 
63.7 percent of children under age 6 living in female-headed house
holds are poor. 
41 percent of poor people lived in families whose total 1993 income 
was less than half of the poverty line. 
The South has the highest poverty rate (17.1 percent); 39.2 percent 
of all poor people live in tliat region. 

Sources: Bread for the World Institute; Church World Service 
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