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CHILDREN: THE BLESSING OF THE HOME 
Psalm 127 :3 ~ 

(second in Series of Four Sermons on the Family) 

i s a child like? Listen 
to this of a 

answer to 
false belief that there 

no such thing perpetual 
motion . A boy can like a 

run fke deer , cl mb 
a sguirrel, a mule, 
bellow like a bull, eat a 
pig all according to climatic 
conditions . 

is skin 
A 

noise, covered with smudges. 
like a tornado he 

a t the most unexpected 
hits the most unexpected 

places, leaves everything a 
wreck behind him. He 

of 
promise, to be fed, watered, and 
kept a foreve, a 
periodic uisance, the problem of 
our hope of a 

one attempt to 
describe the of children. 
But what 
Listen to this biblical 
description of children in 
127: "Behold, children are 

of the the fruit of 
womb .._,_......- The word 

a e rew that 
means " "possession . " 
In verb the 

the of giving an 
to someone. the 

Bible chi ldren are 
possessions which He 
to us to 

Our children are not our own. 
They belong to Goa, they have 

been loaned to us for a 
on. are not ours to 

not ours to mol 
o our i . They not 

ton lee They are not 
to us They belong to God. 

They are God's possession which 
are to care for. 

In His gives specific 
instructions on are to 
raise that c'l).ild, how are to 
care possession Be 
has loaned to us. 
statement God's plan is i n our 
t ext f or a verse with 
which are familiar but which I 

us to seek to understand in 
a deeper way today. Listen to 
what writer of Proverbs 
"Train up chid in the way 
should even he old, 
he not depart from it." 

verse gives several 
parenting. 

Noti ce, first of all, the 
responsibility of parents. Our 
responsibili ty as parents is to 
"train up a the Bible ( 
says. does mean? 

The original root word from 
which "train" comes the term 
for palate, the roof of the 
mouth, the In verb form, 

the for breaking 
and bringing into a 
horse by a in the mouth. 



T 
has to do So 

.responsibility 
discipline our 

Part of 
parents is 

children. 

our 
to 

Proverbs 22:15 us 
is bound up in the 

heart of a the says, 
"the rod of discipline will 
remove it from him." 
Foolis ness does mean 
lightheartedness or a good 

Foolishness described 
a person immoral , 

and God. 
The is 

e rebe lion, 
disobedience, and ockery. Every 
child born with that tendency. 
God has given parents the 

to remove that 
from the life o our children by 

inin them with 
consistency and firmness and 
teaching what is limits 
in life. child" 

to disci line 

word "train" has another 
meaning. In Solomon's day, the 
word "train up" used to 
describe the ac·tion of midwife, 

a ter elping deliver 
the child, dip 
into the juice crushe d dates, 
reach to the mouth of the 
infant, massage gums 
the hin the to 
create sensation of 
The means to develop 
thirst or stimulate an 
appetite . 

'"? 
is the po side of 

the parental responsibility We 
are not only to discipline our 
child by teaching them 
off limits . We are also to 
develop our children b y creating 
within them thirst for what 
good. are not only to 
discipline the out of them. 

are also to develop the good 
in them. 

2 

The word a third 
meaning. time went this 

for "bringing into 
submission" and "developing a 
thirst" took n the meanin of 

dedicate or to consecrate ." 

the of 
our parental 
are not only to from the 
l ife of our chi dren 
tendency toward 
and sin, are not only 

a thirst or which 
good, we are also 

our children to the 
to do everything that we can, 
often as we can, as soon as we 

to help our children come 
into a personal relationship 
God through His 
Christ. 

does this responsibility 
start? It starts the moment 
the chfld born. We t o 
plant sees which hope will 
eventually blossom into 
faith life of that child. 

our children, to 
o ur 

our children he 
.. of 

Let's take it a step further 
and consider the requirement. 
What is the to able ·to 
discipline , develop, and dedicate 
our in the proper way. 

to what the writer 
"Train up a child in the way 
should go." The King James 
translation a l i ttle 
mi s leading at this point. The 
only translations which capture 
the real meaning of this verse is 
the Amplified Bible and the 
marginal reference in the New 
American Standard. The marginal 

in the n 
Standara Bible we are 
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to train up a child t bent , way, and the 
his way . The Bible God made them that 
says, rain of diBcipl:tning 
keeping his indivi ual child, our program of 

bent." developing our child and our 

There are approaches to 
~ hood. One approach to 

"I the parent. I know 
the child sbould 
live . And I going to teach 
that to child. 

;i.. other approach "My 
unique and 

made way God. There is 
i.ndividual bent that God has 

to his lif gifts 
that God has planted in his life, 
a unique God has 
formed for his life. I going 

observe my child, 
c ild, child, be 
sensitive and alert to child 

that I can discover way, 
and I am going to 

• 

It 1s the the 
biblical writer our 
text. responsibility 
parents is our 

develop our child, 
dedicat child, 
with his or 
bent." the 

parenting 

I t not our responsibility to 
determine the of our 
children. It is our 
responsibility to discover the 

of the child then to 
our parenting accordingly. 

No are exactly 
alike. Their personalities are 
different. Their are 
different. Their priorities 
different. Their perspectives 
a e different. are 
different. They have a different 

for dedicating our child to be 
determined by the bent or way of 
each individual child. 

Therefore, equal in importance 
to the question, "Do 
understand your responsibility 
before God as a parent?" is the 
second question, "Do you really 
understand your 

Let's take it a step further 
and consider the result. we 
assume our responsibility as 
parents and discipline our 
children, and develop our 
children and dedica·te our 
children, and when we do so from 
the perspective of a true 
understanding of our children, 
what This is the 

the biblical put 
"Even he old, he will not 
depart from 

The usual interpretation of 
that phrase something like 
this : . sure bring your 
child to church and teach him 
what is right. when he 
grows up and rebels, 
because eventua lly, in his old 

he run through his 
rebellion and recovered from his 
life of then he will come 
back as old man to God." 

That not really the 
biblical writer is saying. The 
word "old" i s a word 
that "hair the chin ." 
Literally, the means 
"bearded one. A man 
s tart growing a beard he is 
ninety . He t o grow a 
beard he approaching 



So t e f proper 
not that the chi ld 

eventual1.y return to God 
when e ready to die. 

of proper parenting 
that your child will be equipped 
to he into 
his adult 

Whenever parents do the 
writer of Proverbs suggested, get 
to our children enough 
to understand individual 
bent, and then discipline 
and develop them , dedicate 
them according to that individual 
bent, and thus prepare ·them to 
serve God responsible adults 

they leave home, then 
children will be God 
intended them to be: ble ssings 
which bring joy to the hearts of 
their parents. 

God's plan for 
"Train up a child in 

keeping with his individual gift 
or bent and he reaches 
adulthood, he not depart 
from it." Will you pare nts here 
this morning 

to God. plan? 

After World War l, 
Germany finally accepted the 
armistice President 

much relieved . He said a 
friend, "I feel like the 
Confederate soldier 
soliloquizing on a long, hard 
march, during the said, 
·1 love country and I 

for but if 
this ever ends, I'll be 
dad-burned if I ever love another 
country !•" 

The problem today 
stay in the groove 
getting in a rut. 

to 
without 

4 
SUCC:ESS 

The President of the company 
to the platform to 

recognize someone for special 
achievement. He said, "Ladies 
and gentlemen , you are about to 
see how American industry rewards 
those are conscientious in 
their work. The young man 
standing beside me has been 
the company for less than a year. 
He has such industry that 

have rewarded him with salary 
increases several times. I have 
noticed great pleasure the 

he has conducted himself, and 
I pleased to announce, 

that he will move to the 
executive branch and take over 
the office of Executive Vice 
President of our company." 
Turning to the young man, he 
said, "Congratulations. " The 

man responded, "Thanks , 
Dad." 

There are no self-made men. 
Behind every successfu l person is 
a of have 
encouraged and and 
helped. As arrive at the top 
of the ladder of there 
are some to whom we must 
say, "Thanks. " 

Benjamin Franklin once said, 
"There is nothing 
retirement as long as one doesn't 
allow to interfere one's 
work." 

A store rather 
skeptical of formal education, 
interviewed a man for 

He told hlm to the 
store. The young man protested, 
"But I'm a college graduate." 
"In that the man replied , 

you how! " 



PARENT COMMITMENT SERVICE 
I SAMUEL 24-28 

CHARGE TO PARENTS: 

Covenant 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Recognizing the vast responsibility of parenthood and your 
dependence upon God for strength and wisdom to faithfully 
discharge your duties as parents, do you faithfully discharge 
your duties as parents, do you now present yourself before God in 
solemn dedication? 

Wedo. 

As a parent, do you covenant together with God to bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to assist your 
child in growing, as did Jesus, in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man? 

Wedo. 

Because you desire for your child a knowledge of the Scripture 
and a loving, obedient attitude toward God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ, do you promise to use your home and the organizations 
of the church to accomplish this end? 

Wedo. 

Realizing your weakness and human frailties, do you desire to 
reconsecrate your lives to Christ that you may live exemplary 
lives? 

Wedo. 

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 

Covenant 

Minister: Recognizing the responsibility that you have as a congregation 
toward these children, do you agree to deal with them lovingly 
and tenderly, seeking to -manifest the Christian spirit toward 
them always? 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to provide religious ·instruction to them at this 
church, giving of your time, talents, and money to make this 
possible , so long as you are a part of this congregation? 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to encourage these parents as they seek to do 
what they have already promised in rearing these children? 

Congregation: We do. 




