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Scripture: sal 128 

Intro: a parent, I can relate to Charlie Shedd's story of 
his changing approach to parenting. Before he was married, 
as a young preacher, he had an excellent sermon entitled, 

o Raise Your Cnildren. 1 

he involved with some families with 
children and he changed his sermon to, ·, e st·o.ns to 

s II After he was married and his first child was born, 
h is sermon title became,' ee le H'nt .ow Strug ers. 11 

When the rest of his children came, be op ac in the 
sermon altogether! 

Advice on parenting, though difficult to give, is much 
needed today. lot is being written and said about husband 
and wife relations. arriage enrichment retreats are 
becoming popular. Couples who want improve their 
marriages have many available resources. 

However, as I sat to a well known pastor in a small 
group of ministers from across the nation and heard him pour 
out his heart about his 17 year old son who he just learned 
was on drugs, I realized that ae who 
really af:Z. 

Much of the breakdown in the husband/wife 
is precipitated by a breakdown in the parent/child relation
ship. There is where we need assistance. 

From God's from my own experience, and from the 
family let me offer six pri 

for parent1hg . P 

f I. OTHENTI 
"Except the Lord build the house, they 

labor in VAIN that build it: except the Lord keep the 
the watchman waketh but in VAIN. 11 

11 describes that which is empty, devoid of 
real value , worthless, counterfeit . ft is the opposite 
of that which is authentic. 

lllus : James Carter, while pastor of the University 
Baptist Church in Fort told a children's sermon 
using a Dogwood bloom to illustrate the cross. He 
recounted the legend of the Dogwood which asserts that 
once the Dogwood was a larger, stronger tree. 

According to the legend, the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified was made of Dogwood. But it brought such 
sorrow to the Dogwood tree that Jesus promised the tree 
that it would never grow big enough for a cross to be 
made of it again. 

From that time the Dogwood would be a small, 
gnarled tree. The blossoms would form a cross with four 
petals, two larger than the other. At each end of a 
petal would be a smudge resembling a drop of blood. 



I. AUTHENTIC 

The yellow substance in the center of blossom would 
resemble the crown of thorns. 

That was the story the pastor intended to tell the 
children that morning. He wanted a Dogwood bloom to 
illustrate the story. However, not being able to find a 
Dogwood bloom, he secured an artificial branch of a 
flowering Dogwood. 

When he began the children's sermon, he showed them 
the branch and asked them if they knew what kind of 
flower it was, to which one boy replied rather loudly, 
" I don't know what kind of flower it is, but I know that 
i t i s a fake ! 
- 1 If there is children can discern, 
is You can fool all the people some of the time 
and you can fool some of the people all the time, but 
you can't fool your children for long! That is why the 
foundation for a happy home is parents who are genuine, 
and sincere, and for real. 

We parents often our and our true 
self and a facade of perfection and sainthood 
because we are afraid true self-disclosure will drive 
our children away. convinced that if our 
children see us the way we really are, they wouldn't 
like us. 

The findings of family 
alike exactly the opposite 
does not drive our children away. 

llus: When our three children w 
happened one evening that was so much like what one of 
our girls would do that I did not need to question who 
the culprit was. I knew immediately who it was and 
proceeded to discipline her even though she denied doing 
it. 

Within in minutes I discovered that I was wrong and 
she was right! My fir s t reaction was, can't admit 
that I am wrong. I'll loose face if I do. Parents are 
always supposed to be right." 

Nevertheless , as the risk of loosing all parental 
authority and respect, I walked into her room and said, 

11 I was wrong and you were right . I am sorry. 11 To my 
utter amazement, instead of loosing my daughter's 
respect I gained it. She thought more of me for being 
authentic and admitting that I was fallible. 

best you can do for your children is to let 
them know you are for real . BE AUTHENTIC! 11 Vani has 
no place in positive parenting. • 



I. BE AUTHENTIC 

II. 
P a m 27:3 "Lo, children are an heritage (gift) of 

the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is His reward." 
. heritage, a gif of the Lord," merits our 

at t ention . 

Note· Rudolf Dreikurs, in his classic work, Children; 
the Challenge, discusses the four basic motivations for 
misbehavior in children.) e first factor he mentions 
is the child's desire for 

Ross Cambell, in his book, How to Really Love 
Child, lists as one of the most vital ingredients of 
successful parenting what he "focused attention." 
By he means giving a child our L!Ltl , v ide 
attention in such a way that he feels, without a doubt, 
he is completely 

llus. Our oldest child not only expected but demanded 
"focused attention." If I were not giving her my 
undivided attention when she was speaking, she would 
stop and say, are not listening." she would 
resume the conversation only after I gave her my 
undivided "focused" attention. I learned early as a 
parent how important this is to a child. 

2 reasons why such attention is important: 
1. o t 1 U t unica 

l 
Note: It is .not our words but which 

will make the most lasting impressions on our 
children. The from 1 ips, 11 I love 
will be forgotten, or questioned, unless 
our children also see in our lives the genuineness of 
our love by the attention we give them. 

Being attentive to our children not only says to 
them, "You are loved, " it also says, are impor
tant!" this is were a child's self-esteem begins. 

2. cause of U ch Our Child 
Teaching occurs best when ere is an 

openness in the lives of our children. This openness 
is called teachable 11 

The mind of a child a door like the door to a 
building. moment occurs when that door, 
through some circumstance, has been thrown open. 

When the doors to a child's mind are open, he is 
receptive to any kind of experience of learning his 
parents want him to have. the doors are 
teaching that child will be like trying to walk 
through a brick wall! 

"Teachable moments" cannot be 
cannot dete when they will come. can only 
be s en hrough being attentive to children, 
t hese teachable moments can be di s cerned a nd learning 
can 

The best gift you can give your child your 
concern, your interest, and your time. BE ATTENTIVE! 



I. BE AUTHENTIC 
II. BE 

I I I. 

I 

Psalm 127:4-5 "As arrows are in the hand of a mighty 
man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man 
that his quiver full of them: they shall not be 
ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the 
gate," 

v n v s . 5b "Children born to a young man are 
lie sharp arrows TO DEFEND HIM." 

. 
Children who are affirmed grow 

up to affirm their parents when they are On 
other hand, who are not rather 
are put down and attacked will lack to 
defend their parents later in life. parents, we reap 
what we sow in this of affirmation. 

Illus: Paul Tournier a counselor in Geneva, 
Switzerland, bee me so famous that many young doctors 
traveled to Europe just be with him and to study his 
techniques. 

In his usual modest way, Tournier explained, "It is a 
little embarrassing for students to come over to study 
my ·techniques' for they always go away disappointed. 11 

He added, "All I do is accept people. 11 

and a climate in 
personal growth occurs. is therefore one of 

the main principles positive parenting. 
llus to one of his young 

students about his goals in life. do you want to 
be when you grow up?" he asked. The boy replied, 
I grow up, I want to be possible. 11 do you mean by 
that?" queried the teacher. The boy explained, "My 
parents are always telling me that I am impossible. So 
when I grow up, I want to be possible." 

-Apply: Every child is ful 1 
released _someone who in fntl , . affirms 
and helps to realize possi ilities. 

Illus: dulls me , g ives me courag e." 
These are the of ans . Andersen. 
Andersen's childhood was not a happy one. He was born 
into poverty. His grandfather died insane, 

Hans wanted to be an o but people told him that 
he was too ugly. He tried hand at r . His 
teachers would ask, 11 at rot are yous · ngi ng o he 

There wasn't much praise for young Andersen; but 
one day someone came into his life who believed in him 
and affirmed him. 

Hans Christian Andersen became one of the if 
not THE greatest writer of children's literature. 
Someone said that next to the New Testament, no books 
ever written have done more to teach love and 
affirmatio than tho e of Hans Ch istian nde 

SO BE of child tha 
adult you will live with the re t of your life! 



I . E AUTHENTIC 
II. BE ATTEN VE 

III. BE 

IV. 

V. 

E 
- -Psalm 11 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by 
the sides of t hine house: thy children like olive plants 
round about thy table. 11 

--Note: What a picture of a loving family - -a devoted 
wife and children ! Both are the product of an 
affectionate 

o·nce said that the meanest fear 
is the fear of sentimentality. No where is 
more rampant than in the home. Many have decided that 
any show of emotion is a sign of weakness : But 

i n is important for two reasons: 
1. cause o 

There is a direct relation between en a 
c by the c i and a ee 1ng of s 

in the child when he becomes an adult. 
If the child finds a place of acceptance and love 

in the home, will be more likely to make his own 
h me such a place in later life. 

comes from a feeling of being loved. The 
source of such love is parents who dare to 

and their affection. 
at It W 11 Oo For ou As A 

olo his book, Love and Will, 
describes what he calls ' an emotional field. 11 The 
point he makes is that we are drawn to those who 
love us. people for us and show that 
appreciation with their eyes, their attention, and 
their words of affection, they create a " field of 
emotion" that draws us in. We do that to 
children. By truly loving them, 
11 otional field" that will draw them to us. 

-Apply: sense of security for our 
children experience their v for us as 
parents, ·we need to and demonstrate our love 

or AFFECTIONATE! 

"It is vain for you to rise up early , to 
sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows. 11 

vi Bi "I t is senseless for you to work so hard 
from early morning until late at night, fearing you will 
starve to death." 

God is not an God! --
, 

expects us to take time for 
1 ves and our __ .. 

Solomon ' here nothing better for a man 
o do than to ENJOY his food and drink, and his job 

(Ecclesiastes 2:24b, Living Bible). 
But we can become slaves to our jobs and allow 

us of per s onal joy and family time. 



I. 
I I. 

III. 
IV . 
V. 

BE 
BE 
BE 
BE 
BE 

AUTHENTIC 
ATTENTIVE 
AFFIRMATIVE 
AFFECTIONATE 
AVAILABLE 

Note The cry of youth, sometimes vocalized 
and at other times internalized in ent , is, 

wer:e you when I d 
Illus : a research project on 

family life which focused on teenage behavior. One of 
his approaches was to phone randomly selected homes at 
10:00 in the evening to ask the parents if they knew 
where their children were. 

Buth was never able to accumulate the data because 
he kept reaching children who did not know where their 
p rents were! 

he tragedy of family is children 
who have been orphaned by parents unwilling to change 
their agendas to spend time with their children. 
- Illus : o f but our 
attitude_ that makes us unavailable to our children. In 

b"6'@<, Creative Robert Raines included a 
letter from a runaway son: 

Folks, 
you for everything, but I am going to Chicago 

and try and some kind of new life. You asked me 
why I did those things and why I gave you so much 
trouble. The answer easy for me to give you, but I 
am wondering if you will understand. 

"Remember when I was about seven and I used to 
want you to just listen to me? remember all the nice 
things you gave me for Christmas and for my birthday and 
I was really happy with the things for about a week. 

"But the rest of the time during the year, I really 
didn't want presents. I just wanted you to listen to me 
like I was somebody who felt things too, because I 
remember even when I was young, I felt things. But you 
said you were busy! 

think that all the kids who are doing so many 
things that grownups are tearing out their hair worrying 
about are really looking for somebody that will have 
time to listen for a few minutes. 

11 If anybody asks you where I am, tell them f one 
looking for somebody with time because I've got a lot of 
things to talk about. 11 

Your children have feelings. They have 
questions. They have things they need to talk about. 
They need you, so BE 

Vl . E ASPIRIN 
sa m 28:1 "Blessed is every one that feareth the 

Lord; that walketh in His ways. 11 

e revere-nee God to 11 walk in His 
and have that same aspiration for their children. 

It long until those children pick up on this and 
the high and noble aspirations of their parents become 
their high and noble aspirations. 



I. 
I I. 

II I. 
IV. 
V. 

VI. 

BE 
BE 
BE 
BE 
BE 
BE 

AUTHENTIC 
ATTENTIVE 
AFFIRMATIVE 
AFFECTIONATE 
AVAILABLE 
ASPIRING 

llus: Rufus Jones was probably the best known and 
most respected Quaker of this century. of 
50 books and a dynamic Christian leader, he often said 
that his success went back to his childhood. 

Whenever he disobeyed, instead of whipping him, his 
mother would make him get down on his knees and she 
would get down beside him and put her arms around his 
shoulders and pray, 11 De make a man out of him , 11 

His mother's aspiration his 
O PZR+ T c--f"Y1 , , 

CON: hat aspirations do you for your children? do 
you pray for? If you daily go before the Father with 
this prayer on your lips, make a man out of him . 
Lord, make a Christian woman out of her, 11 t hen you have 
t aken a key step toward positive, 

ather leads the way! 
The chances ofreaching the entire family when 

you reach: 
The child is 3.2% - The mother is 17% -

The father 92%! 



PRINCIPLES FOR POSITIVE PARENTING 

Scripture: Psalms 127 128 

In_tro· As a parent, I can relate to Charlie Shedd's story of 
his ' changing approach to parenting. Before he was married, 
as a young preacher, he had an excellent sermon entitled, 
"How to Raise Your Children. 11 

Then, he became involved with some families with 
children and he changed his sermon to, Suggestions to 
Parents . 11 After he was marr .ied his first child was born, 
is sermon title became, 11 Feeble Hints to Fe.llow Strugglers . " 

the rest of his children came, preaching the 
sermon altogether! 

Advice on parenting, though difficult to give, is much 
needed today . lot is being written and said about husband 
and wife relations. Marriage enrichment retreats 
becoming popular. Couples who want to improve their 

have many available resources. 
However, as I sat ne x t to a we l l known pastor in a small 

group of ministers from across the nation and heard him pour 
out about his 17 year old son who he just learned 
was on drugs, I realized t hat there are families who are 
really hurting. 

Much of the breakdown in the husband/wife relationship 
is precipitated by a break down in the parent/child relation
ship . There is where we n eed assistance. 

Fr om God ' s Word, from my own experience, and from the 
findings of family counselors, let me offer six principles 
for positive parenting. 

--Psalm 127:1 "Except the Lord build the house, they 
labor in that b u ild it: except the Lord keep 
city, the watchman waketh but in VAIN." 

"Vain'' describes that which is empty, devoid of 
real value, worthless, counterfeit. It is the opposite 
of that which is authentic. 

James Carter, whi l e pastor of the University 
Baptist Church in For t told a children's sermon 
u s ing a Dogwood bloom to illustrate the cross . He 
recounted the legend of the Dogwood asserts that 
once the Dogwood was a larger, stronger tree. 

According to the l egend, the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified was made o f Dogwood. But it brought such 
sorrow to the Dogwood tree that Jesus promised the tree 
that it would never grow big enough for a cross to be 
made of i t again. 

From that time on , the Dogwood would be a small, 
gnarled tree . The b l ossoms would form a cross with four 
petals , two larger than the other. end of a 
petal would be a smudge resembling a drop of blood. 



The yellow substance in the center of the blossom would 
resemble the crown thorns. 

That was the story the pastor intended to tell the 
children that morning. He wanted a Dogwood bloom to 
illustrate the story. However, not being able to find a 
Dogwood bloom, he secured an artificial branch of a 
flowering Dogwood. 

he began the children's sermon , he showed them 
the branch and asked them if they knew what kind of 
flower it was, to which one boy replied rather loudly, 
11 I don't know what kind of f l ower it is, but I know that 
it is a fake! 11 

A 1 · If there is anything children discern, it 
is a fake. You can fool all the some of the time 

you can fool some of the people all the time, but 
you can't fool your children for is why the 
foundation for a happy home i s parents who are genuine, 
and sincere, and for real. 

We parents often mask our feelings and hide our true 
self and present a facade of perfection and sainthood 

we are afraid true s e lf-disclosure will drive 
our children away. are convinced that if our 
children see us the way we really are, they wouldn't 
like us. 

The findings of family re s earchers and counselors 
alike has been exactly the opposite. Self-disclosure 
does not drive our children away. It draws them to us. 
--Illus: When our three child ren were home, something 
happened one evening that wa s so much like what one of 
our girls would do that I did not need to question who 
the .culprit was. I knew immediately who it was and 
proceeded to discipline her even though she denied doing 
it. 

Within in minutes I discovered that I was wrong and 
she was right! My first reaction was, can't admit 
that I am wrong. I'll loose face if I do. Parents are 
always supposed to be right. 11 

Nevertheless, as the risk of loosing all parental 
authority and respect, I wal k ed into her room and said, 

11 I was wrong and you were right . I am sorry. 11 To my 
utter amazement, instead of l oosing my daughter ' s 
respect I gained it. She thought more of me for being 
authentic and admitting that I was fallible. 

The best thing you can do for your children is to let 
them know you are for real. BE AUTHENTIC! 11 Vani has 
no place in positive parenting. 



8 TTENTIVE 
--Psalm 127:3 11 Lo, children are an heritage (gift) of 
the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is His reward. 11 

- Note: "An heritage, a gift of the Lord," merits our 
attention. 

--Note: Rudolf Dreikurs, in his classic work, Children: 
the Challenge, discusses the four basic motivations for 
misbehavior in children. The first factor he mentions 
is the child's desire for attention. 

Ross Cambell, in his book, How to Really Love Your 
Child, lists as one of the most vital ingredients of 
successful parenting what he calls attention." 
By this he means giving a child full, undivided 
attention in such a way that he feels, without a doubt, 
he is completely loved. 
--Illus: oldest child not only expected but demanded 
"focused attention." If I were not giving her my 
undivided attention when she was speaking, she would 
stop and say, "You not listening." she would 
resume ·the conversation only after I gave her my 
undivided "focused" attention. I learned early a 
par how this is to a 

re reasons such attention is im 
1. of It Enables Us to Communicate 

Children 
- I t is not our words but our actions which 
will make the most lasting impressions on our 
children. The words from our lips, "I love you, 11 

will be quickly forgotten, or even questioned, unless 
our children also see in our lives the genuineness of 
our love by the attention we give them. 

Being attentive to our children not only says to 
them, "You are loved, 11 it also says, 11 You are impor
tant!" And this is were a child's self-esteem begins. 

2. Becaus of It Enables Us to Teach Children 
-- Note: Tea ching occurs best when there is an 
openness in the lives of our children. This 
is called "the teachab l e moment." 

mind a like the door to a 
teachable moment occurs when that door, 

through some circumstance, has been thrown open. 
When the doors to a child's mind are open, he is 

receptive to any kind of experience of learning his 
parents want him to have. When t he do ors are close d, 
teaching that child will be like trying to walk 
through a brick wall! 
- -App "Te a cha bl e mome nts" ca n n ot be created. We 
cannot d etermine when they will come. They can only 
be sensed. Through being attentive to our children, 
these teachable moments can be discerned and learning 
can occur. 

The best gift you can give your child is your 
concern, your interest, and your time. BE ATTENTIVE! 



IRMATI 
127:4-5 arrows are in the hand of mighty 

man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man 
that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be 
ashamed , but they shall speak with the enemies in the 
gate." 

--Living Bible vs. 5b "Children born to a young man are 
like sharp arrows TO DEFEND HIM . 11 

--Note: Children who are affirmed when they young, grow 
up to affirm their parents when they are On the 
other hand, children who are not affirmed, but rather 
are put down and attacked will the inclination to 
defend their parents later in life. parents, we reap 
what we sow in this matter of affirmation. 
--Illus: Dr. Paul Tournier, a counselor in Geneva, 
Switzerland, become so famous that many young doctors 
traveled to Europe just be with him and to study his 
techniques. 

In his usual modest way, Tournier explained, "It is a 
little embarrassing f or students to come over study 
my ·techniques' for t hey always go away disappointed." 
He added, I do i s accept people." 
--Apply: Acceptance and affirmation create a climate in 
which personal growth occurs. It is therefore one of 
the main principles f or positive parenting. 

eac er was talking to one of his young 
students about his goals in life. do you want to 
be when you grow up?" he asked. The boy replied, 
I grow up, I want to be possible." 11 What do you mean by 
that? 11 queried the t e acher. The boy explained, 11 My 
parents are always t e lling me that I am impossible. So 
when I grow up, I wan t to be possible. 11 

Every child is packed full of potential that is 
released by someone who believes in them, affirms them , 
and helps them to realize their possibilities. 

"Blame dulls me, praise gives me courage." 
These are the words of Hans Christian Andersen. 
Andersen ' s childhood was not a happy one. He was born 
into poverty. His g r andfather died insane. 

Hans wanted to be an actor but people told him that 
he was too ugly. He tried his hand at writing. His 
teachers would ask, rot are you slinging together 
now?" There wasn't much praise for young Andersen, but 
one day someone came into his life who believed in him 
and affirmed him. 

Hans Christian Andersen became one of the great , if 
not THE greatest wri t ers of children ' s literature. 
Someone said that ne x t to the New Testament, no books 
ever written have don e more to teach love and 
affirmation than those of Hans Christian Andersen. 

SO You are making of chi l d 
adult you will live with the rest of life! 



AFFECTIONATE 
--Psalm 128:3 11 Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by 
the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants 

about thy tab l e. 11 

--Note : a pict ure of a loving family--a devoted 
wife and caring chi l dren! Both are the product of an 
affectionate father . 

Many have decided that 
any show of emotion is a sign of weakne ut 
affection is important for both o reasons: 
1. Of It Do For Your 

- Note : There is a direct relation between parental 
love as perceived by the child and a feeling of self 
assurance in the child becomes an adult. 

If the child finds a place of acceptance and love 
in the home, he will be more likely to make his own 
home such a place in later life. 

Security comes from a feeling of being The 
primary source of such love is parents who dare to 
verbalize and express their affection. 

2. ecause Of It Will Do For You As Parent 
olo ay, in his book, Love and Will, 

describes what he calls emotional fi e ld . 11 The 
point he makes is that we are drawn to those who 
love us. people care for us and show that 
appreciation with their eyes, their attention, and 
their words of affection, they create a 11 field of 
emotion 11 that draws us in. We do that to 
children. By tr u ly loving them, we create an 
11 emotional field 11 that will draw them to us. 
- -Apply: To provide sense of security for our 
c ildren and to e xperience their us as 
parents, we need to demonstrate our love 
for them. BE AFFECTIONATE! 

V. BE AVAILABLE 
---Psalm 127:2a 11 It is vain for you to rise up early, to 
sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows. 11 

- -Living . Bible 11 It is senseless for you to so hard 
from early morning until late at night, fearing you will 
starve to death. 11 

--Note: God is not a n unreasonable God! can be 
guilty of demanding more of ourselves than God does. He 
e xpects us to work. He also expects us to take time for 
ourselves and our families. 



The cry of youth, sometimes vocalized in anger 
and at other times internalized in silent rage, is, 

were you when I needed you? 11 

--Illus· student was doing a research project on 
family life which focused on teenage behavior. One of 
his approaches was to phone randomly selected homes at 
10:00 in the evening to ask the parents if they knew 
where their children were. 

But he was never able to accumulate the data because 
he kept reaching children who did not know where their 
parents were! 

The greatest tragedy of todays's family is children 
who have been orphaned by to change 
their agendas to spend time with their children. 

Sometimes, it is not our busyness but our 
attitude that makes us unavailable to our children. In 
his book, Creative Brooding. Robert Raines included a 
letter from a runaway son: 

Folks , 
11 Thank you for everything, but I am going to Chicago 

and try and start some kind of new life. You asked me 
why I did those things and why I gave you so much 
trouble. The answer is easy for me to give you, but I 
am wondering if you will understand. 

11 Remember when I was about six or seven and I used to 
want you to just lis t en to me? I remember all the nice 
things you gave me for Christmas and for my birthday and 
I was really happy with the things for about a week. 

11 But the rest of the time during the year, I really 
didn't want presents. I just wanted you to list.en to me 
like I was somebody who felt things too, because I 
remember even when I was young, I felt things. But you 
said you were busy! 

11 I think that all the kids who are doing · so many 
things that grownups are tearing out their hair worrying 
about are really looking for somebody that will have 
time to listen for a few minutes. 

11 If anybody asks you where I am, te 11 them I 
looking for somebody with time because I've got a lot of 

o 11 

Apply: Your children have feelings. They have 
questions. They have things they need to talk about. 
They need you, so BE AVAILABLE! 

BE ASPIRING 
--Psalm 128:1 11 Blessed is every one that feareth the 
Lord; that walketh in His ways. 11 

Parents who reverence God aspire to 11 walk in His 
ways 11 and have that same aspiration for their children. 
It isn't long until those children pick up on this and 
the high and noble aspirations of their parents become 
their high and noble aspirations. 



Rufus Jones was probably the best known and 
most respected of this century. of 
50 books and a dynamic Christian he often said 
that success went back to his childhood. 

he disobeyed, instead of whipping him, his 
mother would make him get down on his knees and she 
would get down beside him and put his 
shoulders and pray, 11 Dear make a man out of him. 11 

His aspiration shaped his life! 

aspirations do you have for children? do 
you If you daily go before the Father with 
this prayer on lips, 11 God, make a man out of him. 
Lord, make a Christian woman out then you have 
taken a key step toward positive, parenting. 



PRINCIPLES FOR POSITIVE PARENTING 

Scripture: Psalms 127 128 

Intro: As a parent, I can relate to Charlie Shedd ' s story of 
his changing approach to parenting. Before he was married, 
as a young preacher, he had an excellent sermon entitled, 
"How to Raise Your Children." 

Then, he became involved with some families with 
children and he changed his sermon to, "Some Suggestions to 
Parents." After he was married and his first child was born, 
is sermon title became, "Feeble Hints to Fellow Strugglers." 

the rest of his children came, stopped preaching the 
sermon altogether! 

Advice on parenting, though difficult to give, is much 
needed today. A lot is being written and said about husband 
and wife relations. Marriage enrichment retreats are 
becoming popular. Couples who want to improve their 
marriages have many available resources. 

However, as I sat next to a well known pastor in a small 
group of ministers from across the nation and heard him pour 
out his 1heart about his 17 year old son who he just learned 
was on drugs, I realized that there are families who are 
really hurting. 

Much of the breakdown in the husband/wife relationship 
is precipitated by a breakdown in the parent/child relation
ship. There is where we need assistance. 

From God's from my own experience, and from the 
findings of family counselors, let me offer six principles 
for positive parenting. 

I. BE AUTHENTIC 
- -Psalm 127:1 "Except the Lord build the house, they 
labor in VAIN that build it: except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in VAIN." 
Note: "Vain" describes that which is empty, devoid of 
real value, worthless, counterfeit. It is the opposite 
of that which is authentic. 

Illus: James Carter, while pastor of the University 
Baptist Chur ch in Fort told a children's sermon 
using a Dogwood bloom to illustrate the cross. He 
recounted the legend of the Dogwood which asserts that 
once the Dogwood was a larger, stronger tree. 

According to the legend, the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified was made of Dogwood. But it brought such 
sorrow to the Dogwood tree that Jesus promised the tree 
that it would never grow big enough for a cross to be 
made of it again. 

From that time on, the Dogwood would be a small, 
gnarled tree. The blossoms would form a cross with four 
petals, two larger than the other. At each end of a 
petal would be a smudge resembling a drop of b l ood. 



The yellow substance in the center of the blossom would 
resemble the crown thorns. 

That was the story the pastor intended to tell the 
children that morning. He wanted a Dogwood bloom to 
illustrate the story. However, not being able to find a 
Dogwood bloom, he secured an artificial branch of a 
flowering Dogwood. 

When he began the children's sermon, he showed them 
the branch and asked them if they knew what kind of 
flower it was, to which one boy replied rather loudly, 
"I know what kind of flower it is, but I know that 
it is a 

If there is anyt hing children can discern, it 
is a fake. You can fool all the some of the time 
and you can fool some of the people all the time, but 
you can't fool your children for That is why the 
foundation for a happy home is parents who are genuine, 
and sincere, and for rea l . 

parents often mask our feelings and hide our true 
self and present a facade of perfection and sainthood 
because we are afraid true self-disclosure will drive 
our children away. a r e convinced that if our 
children see us the way we really are, they wouldn't 
like us. 

The findings of famil y researchers and counselors 
alike has been exactly the opposite. Self-disclosure 
does not drive our children away. It draws them to us. 
--Illus: our three children were home, something 
happened one evening that was so much like what one of 
our girls would do that I did not need to question who 
the culprit was. I knew immediately who it was and 
proceeded to discipline h er even though she denied doing 
i t . 

Within in minutes I discovered that I was wrong and 
she was right! My first reaction was, "I can't admit 
that I am wrong. loose face if I do. Parents are 
always supposed to be right." 

Nevertheless, as the risk of loosing all parental 
authority and respect, I walked into her room and said, 
11 I was wrong and you were right . I am sorry." To my 
utter amazement, instead of loosing my daughter ' s 
respect I gained it. She thought mo re of me for being 
authentic a nd admitting that I was fallible. 

The best thing you can do for your children is to let 
them know you are for real. BE AUTHENTIC ! "Vanity" has 
no place in positive parenting. 



II. BE ATTENTIVE 
--Psalm 127:3 "Lo, children are an heritage (gift) of 
the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is His reward." 
--Note: "An heritage, a gift of the Lord," merits our 
attention. 

--Note: Rudolf Dreikurs, in his classic work, Children: 
the Challenge, discusses the four basic motivations for 
misbehavior in children. The first factor he mentions 
is the child's desire for attention. 

Ross Cambell, in his book, How to Really Love Your 
Child, lists as one of the most vital ingredients of 
successful parenting what he calls "focused attention." 
By this he means giving a child full, undivided 
attention in such a way that he feels, without a doubt, 
he is completely loved. 
--Illus: Our oldest child not only expected but demanded 
"focused attention." If I were not giving her my 
undivided attention when she was speaking, she would 
stop and say, "You not listening." And she would 
resume the conversation only after I gave her my 
undivided " focused" attention. I learned early as a 
parent how important this is to a child. 

There are 2 reasons why such attention is important: 
1. Because of It Enables Us to Communicate to 

Our Children 
--Note: It is not our words but our actions which 
will make the most lasting impressions on our 
children. The words from our lips, "I love you," 
will be quickly forgotten, or even questioned, unless 
our children also see in our lives the genuineness of 
our love by the attention we give them. 

Being attentive to our children not only says to 
them, "You are loved, " it also says, "You are impor
tant!" And this is were a child's self-esteem begins. 

2. Because of It Enables Us to Teach Our Children 
--Note: Teaching occurs best when there is an 
openness in the lives of our children. This openness 
is called "the teachable moment . " 

The mind of a child has a door like the door to a 
building. A teachable moment occurs when that door, 
through some has been thrown open. 

the doors to a child's mind are open, he is 
receptive to any kind of experience of learning his 
parents want him to have. When the doors are closed, 
teaching that child will be like trying to walk 
through a brick wall ! 
-- Apply : "Teachable moments" cannot be created. We 
cannot determine when they will come. They can only 
be sensed. Through being attentive to our children, 
these teachable moments can be discerned and learning 
can occur. 

The best gift you can give your child is your 
concern, your interest, and your time. BE ATTENTIVE! 



III. BE 
--Psalm 127:4-5 "As arrows are in the hand of a mighty 

man; so are children of the youth . Happy is the man 
that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be 
ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the 
gate." 

--Living Bible vs. 5b "Children born to a young man are 
like sharp arrows TO DEFEND HIM." 

--Note: Children who are affirmed when they young, grow 
up to affirm their parents when they are old. On the 
other hand, children who are not affirmed, but rather 
are put down and attacked will the inclination to 
defend their parents later in life. As parents, we reap 
what we sow in this matter of affirmation. 
--Illus: Dr. Paul Tournier, a counselor in Geneva, 
Switzerland, become so famous that many young doctors 
traveled to Europe just be with him and to study his 
techniques. 

In his usual modest way, Tournier explained, "It is a 
little embarrassing for students to come over to study 
my ·techniques' for they always go away disappointed." 
He added, "All I do is accept people." 
--Apply: Acceptance and affirmation create a climate in 
which personal growth occurs. It is therefore one of 
the main principles for positive parenting. 
--Illus: teacher was talking to one of his young 
students about his goals in life. "What do you want to 
be when you grow up?" he asked. The boy replied, 
I grow up, I want to be possible." "What do you mean by 
that?" queried the teach er. The boy explained, "My 
parents are always tell i ng me that I am impossible. So 
when I grow up, I want to be possible." 
--Apply: Every child is packed full of potential that is 
released by someone who believes in them, affirms them, 
and helps them to reali ze their possibilities. 
--Illus: "Blame dulls me, praise gives me courage." 
These are the words of Hans Christian Andersen. 
Andersen's childhood was not a happy one. He was born 
into poverty. His grandfather died insane. 

Hans wanted to be an actor but people told him that 
he was too ugly. He tried his hand at writing. His 
teachers would ask, "What rot are you slinging together 
now?" There wasn't much praise for young Andersen, but 
one day someone came into his life who believed in him 
and affirmed him. 

Hans Christian Ander s en became one of the great, if 
not THE greatest writer s of children's literature. 
Someone said that next to the New Testament, no books 
ever written have done more to teach love and 
affirmation than those of Hans Christian Andersen. 

SO BE AFFIRMATIVE ! You are making of your child that 
adult you will live with the rest of your life! 



IV. BE AFFECTIONATE 

V. 

--Psalm 128:3 "Thy wi fe shall be as a fruitful vine by 
the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants 
round about thy table. " 
--Note: What a picture of a loving family--a devoted 
wife and caring children ! Both are the product of an 
affectionate father. 

--Illus: G.K. Chesterton once said that the meanest fear 
is the fear of sentimentality. No where is that fear 
more rampant than in t h e home . Many have decided that 
any show of emotion is a sign of weakness. But 
affection is important for both for two reasons: 
1. Because Of It Do For Your Children 

--Note: There is a direct relation between parental 
love as perceived by the child and a feeling of self 
assurance in the chi l d when he becomes an adult. 

If the child finds a place of acceptance and love 
in the home, he will be more l i kely to make his own 
home such a place in later life. 

Security comes fr om a feeling of being loved. The 
primary source of su ch love is parents who dare to 
verbalize and express their affection . 

2. Because Of It Do For You As Parent 
- -Illus: Rolo May , i n his book, Love and 
describes what he ca l ls "an emotional field." The 
point he makes is that we are drawn to those who 
love us. people c are for us and show that 
appreciation with the ir eyes, their attention, and 
their words of affect ion, they create a " field of 
emotion " that draws u s in. We do that to our 
children. By truly l oving them, we create an 
"emotional field" that will draw them t o us. 
- -Apply: To pr ovi de s ens e of s ecurity fo r our 
children and to e xperien c e their love f o r us as 
parents, we need to declare and demonstrate our love 
for them. BE AFFECTIONATE ! 

BE AVAILABLE 
--Psalm 1 2 7 : 2a "I t is va in f or y ou to rise up early, to 
sit up late , to e at t h e bread of s or rows . " 
--Living Bible " It is s e nsele s s for you t o work s o hard 
from early morning unti l late at night, fearing you will 
starve to death." 
--Note: God is not an unreasonable God! We can be 
guilty of demanding mor e of ourselves than God does . He 
expects u s to work. He also e x pe cts us to take t i me for 
ourselves and our famil i es. 

King Solomon said: "There i s nothing better for a man 
to d o than to ENJOY h is food and drink, and his job 
( Ecclesiastes 2 : 24b, Living Bible ) . 

But we c an become s l aves t o our jobs and t o allow 
them rob u s of persona l j oy and fam i ly time . 
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--Note: The cry of youth , sometimes vocalized in anger 
and at other times internalized in silent rage, is, 

were you when I needed you?" 
--Illus: A student was doing a research project on 
family life which focused on teenage behavior. One of 
his approaches was to phone randomly selected homes at 
10:00 in the evening to ask the parents if they knew 
where their children were. 

But he was never able to accumulate the data because 
he kept reaching children who did not know where their 
parents were! 

The greatest tragedy of todays ' s family is children 
who have been orphaned by to change 
their agendas to spend time with their children. 
--Illus: Sometimes, it is not our busyness but our 
attitude that makes us unavailable to our children. In 
his book, Creative Brooding, Robert Raines included a 
letter from a runaway son: 
"Dear Folks, 

"Thank you for everything, but I am going to Chicago 
and try and start some kind of new l ife. You asked me 
why I did those things and why I gave you so much 
trouble. The answer is easy for me to give you, but I 
am wondering if you will understand. 

"Remember when I was about six or seven and I used to 
want you to just listen to me? I remember all the nice 
things you gave me for Christmas and for my birthday and 
I was really happy with the things for about a week. 

11 But the rest of the ti me during the year, I rea 11 y 
didn't want presents. I just wanted you to listen to me 
like I was somebody who felt things too, because I 
remember even when I was young, I felt things. But you 
said you were busy! 

"I think that all the kids who are doing · so many 
things that grownups are tearing out their hair worrying 
about are really looking for somebody that will have 
time to listen for a few minutes. 

"If anybody asks you where I am, tell them done 
looking for somebody with time because got a lot of 
things to talk about. " 

Your children have feelings. They have 
questions. They have things they need to talk about. 
They need you, so BE AVAILABLE! 

IV. BE ASPIRING 
--Psalm 128:1 "Blessed is every one that feareth the 
Lord; that walketh in His ways." 
--Note: Parents who reverence God aspire to "walk in His 
ways" and have that same aspiration for their children. 
It isn't long until those children pick up on this and 
the high and noble aspirations of their parents become 
their high and noble aspirations. 
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--Illus: Rufus Jones was probably the best known and 
most respected Quaker of this century. Author of over 
50 books and a dynamic Christian leader, he often said 
that his success went back to his childhood. 

he disobeyed, instead of whipping him, his 
mother would make him get down on his knees and she 
would get down beside him and put her arms around his 
shoulders and pray, "Dear Lord, make a man out of him." 
His mother's aspiration shaped his life! 

CON: aspirations do you have for your children? do 
you pray for? If you daily go before the Father with 
this prayer on your lips, "God, make a man out of him. 
Lord, make a Christian woman out her," then you have 
taken a key step toward positive, productive parenting. 
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CHORUS SHEET 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SAN ANGELO 

1) MIGHTY 

Great & Mighty is the 
Lord our God 
Great Mighty is He! 
Great Mighty is the 
Lord our God 
Great Mighty is He! 
Lift your voices, 
let the anthem sing 
Praises to our King! 
Great & Mighty is the 
Lord our God 
Great Mighty is He! 

2) WHAT A MIGHTY GOD SERVE 

3) 

What a mi ghty God we serve, 
What a mighty God we serve; 
Angels bow before Him, 
Heaven and earth adore Him, 
What a mighty God we serve. 

OH, I LOVE JESUS 

Oh, how I love Jesus, 
Oh, how I love Jesus, 
Oh, how I Love Jesus, 
Because He first loved Me! 

(TO ME HE IS so WONDERFUL) 

To me He i s so wonderful 
and I love Him, 
To me He i s so wonderful 
and I love Hirn, 
To me Hi s is so wonderful 
and I love Hirn, 
Because He first loved Me! 

4) JESUS, HE IS THE ANSWER 

Jesus, He is the answer. 
Jesus, He paid the price. 
Jesus, sweet rose of Sharon. 
Oh, Jesus, Jesus, my Lord. 

5) HIS IS WONDERFUL 

6) 

His name is wonderful, 
His name is wonderfu l , 
His name is wonderful , 
Jesus my Lord; 

He is the mighty Ki ng, 
Master of everything, 
His name is wonder f ul 
Jesus my Lord; 

He's the great 
the Rock of all ages , 
Almighty God is He; 

Bow down before Him, 
Love and adore Him 
His name is wonderful, 
Jesus my Lord. 

IT'S AMAZING 

It's amazing what praising 
can do, Alleluia, Al l eluia, 
It's amazing what praising 
can do, Alleluia. 
I don't worry when things 
go wrong. 
Jesus fills my life wi th a 
song, 
It's amazing what 
can do, Alleluia. 

7) THIS IS 

This is my commandment that 
ye love one another 
that your joy maybe full. 



BABY 
PARENT COMMITMENT SERVICE 

CHARGE TO PARENTS: 

Covenant 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Minister: 

Recognizing the vast responsibility of parenthood and your 
dependence upon God for strength and wisdom to faithfully 
discharge your duties as parents, do you faithfully discharge 
your duties as parents, do you now present yourself before God in 
solemn dedication? 

Wedo. 

As parent, do you covenant together with God to bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to assist your 
child in growing, as did Jesus, in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and 

Because you desire for your child a knowledge of the Scripture 
and loving, obedient attitude toward God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ, do you promise to use your home and the organizations 
of the church to accomplish this 

Wedo. 

Realizing your weakness human frailties, do you desire to 
lives Christ you may live exemplary 

lives'/ 

Wedo. 

CONGREGATION 

Covenant 

Recognizing the responsibility that you have as congregation 
toward these children, do you agree to deal with them lovingly 
and tenderly, seeking to manifest the Christian spirit toward 
them always? 

We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to provide religious 'instruction to them at this 
church, giving of your time, talents, and money to make this 
possible, so long as you are a part of this congregation? 

We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to encourage these parents as they seek to do 
what they have already promised in rearing these children? 

We 



SIX PRINCIPLES FOR POSITIVE PARENTING 
Psalm 127 and 128, Pew Bible p. 538 

I. Be Authentic (Psalm 127:1) p. 538 

1. "Vain" describes that which is empty, devoid of real 

value, worthless, 

2. If there is anything children can discern, it is a 

k 

3. D does not drive our children away. 

It draws them to us. 

4. AN I T has no place in positive parenting. 

II. Be Attentive (Psalm 127:3) p. 538 

1. An heritage, a gift, of the Lord merits our 

2. One of the four basic motivations for misbehavior in 

children is the child's desire for 

3. "Focused attention" means giving a child our 

attention in such a way that he feels, 

without a doubt, he is completely 

Two reasons why such attention is important: 

(1) Because of what it enables us to 

to our children. 

(2) Because of what it enables us to 

children. 

our 

Teaching occurs best when there is openness in 
the lives of our children. This openness is called 
" 



III. Be Affirmative (Psalm 127:4-5) p. 538 

1. Children who are affirmed when they are U 

grow up to affirm their parents when they are 

2. PTA and A create a climate 

in which personal growth occurs. 

released by someone who believes in them. 

Be affirmative! You are making of your child that adult you will live with the 
rest of your life. 

IV. Be Affectionate (Psalm 128:3) p. 538 

V. 

1. Because of what it will do for your 

comes from a feeling of being loved. 

The primary source of such love is parents who dare to 

and their affection. 

2. Because of what it will do for as a parent. 

Be Available (Psalm 127:2a) p. 538 

1. God is not an God. He expects us to 

ourselves and our 

2. The cry of youth is, "Where were you when I 

?" 

3. Sometimes it is not our busyness but our 

that makes us unavailable to our children. 

VI. Be Aspiring (Psalm 128:1) p. 538 

Your can shape your children. 

Review: 
Be Authentic, Be Attentive, Be Affirmative, Be Affectionate, Be Available, Be 
Aspiring 



Six Steps to Successful Parenting 
Sardis Baptist Church - May 9•2010 

Psalm 127 & 128 

I. Be Authentic - Psalm 127: 1 
"Vain" describes that which is counterfeit. 

If there is anything children can discern, it is a fake. 

Self disclosure draws our children to us. 

II. Be Attentive - Psalm 127:3 
One motivation for misbehavior in children is the 
child's desire for attention. 

"Focused attention" means giving a child our full, 
undivided attention in such a way that he feels, without 
a doubt, he is completely loved. 

III. Be Affirmative - Psalm 127:4-5 
Children who are affirmed when they are young, grow 
up to affirm their parents when they are old. 



You are making of your child that adult you will live with 
the rest of your life! 

IV. Be Affectionate Psalm 128:3 
Because of what it will do for your children. 

Because of what it will do for you. 

V. Be Available Psalm 127:2a 
God expects us to take time for ourselves and our children. 

The cry of youth is, "Where were you when I needed you?" 

Be Aspiring Psalm 128: 1 
Your aspirations can shape your children. 




