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Sadie was a real As I prepared her 
funeral sermon, I thumbed through her well-worn 
Bible, reading the notes she had written in the 
margins over the years. One in 
captured atten tion. It said, "God may not give us 
an to th e Prom ised Land , but He give 
us a one." In a nd in that is our 
assurance. The Lord will be with us a nd ulti
mately bring us safely home. The Psalmist, 

and experience , spoke of God 's 
mercies on the road of life he w rote: 

I w/ll m ine eyes unto tlze 
my 

the Lord, 
made heaven and 

will to be moved: 
thee will not slumber. 

Behold, Israel shall 
slumber sleep. 

The Lord 
Lord shade -
right 

not thee 
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22 God our Helper 

nor the moon by night. 
Lord shall preserve thy going out 

and thy coming 
and evenJor evermore 

(Ps. 12 1). 

t is Psalm is a question we all ask our -
selves sooner or later, "Where can I find help in time 
of need? " Life presses in on us, circumstances over
whelm us, at times they seem too much for us. 
desperately want to know, "Is there help in time of 
need?" 
The Psalmist answers our question when he writes, 

will lift up mine eyes to th ls, from whence 
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, 

made heaven an<Lea1th." 
This Psalm was probably a hymn by pilgrims 

as they made their annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem to 
The journey was dangerous because of the 

threat of outlaws who found the pilgrims easy prey. 
The Psalmist pictures God as a sentinel who watches 
over his people in a never-ceasing vigil to protect 
them from all harm. 

It is a beautiful description of how Lord watches 
over us and helps us on life 's journey. It describes 
God, our helper, in tbree ways. He is tbe God of 

the God of reservation, and the God of 
salvation. 

The God of Creation 

First, our help comes from the God of creatLon. The 
Psalmist says, help comes from.the t ord which 
1 ade heav en and (v. 2). 

The Bible opens with the affirmation, "In the 
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beginning, God created the heavens and the earth" 
(Gen. 1: 1). The Hebrew word translated "God" is the 
word It is a common name for God that 
means "the one to whom all power belongs." 

God, Who has all power not only .. all things, 
He also c reation with His mighty power. 
Astronauts on II photographed n explosion 

the sun. Such explosions are occuning all the 
time. They estimated that the energy produced from 
that one explosion was sufficient to supply all the 

of every man, woman, boy and girl 
the face of the earth for one-half million years. 

power! 
It is God who has that kind of power who helps us 

in time of need. Some unknown poet expressed it this 

way: ~ 
"I to the hills will my eyes; 

From whence shall come our aid? 
Our help the alone, 

Who heaven and earth has made. 

If God had the power to reate · the beginning, He 
certainly has the power re-creat the end. If He 

~o from the ust of the the 
he can raise him from the dust in 

He is the God to w 1Om all power belongs, 
helps us through life and through death. 

The God of Preservation 

Second, He is the God of preservation. The Psalm
ist declares, wilLnorsuffer thy foo to be moved: 
H:e hat keepeth thee not slumber. Behold, He 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
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is eeper: the Lord is thy shade upon 
right hand. The sun shall not SIJ1ite thee by 
the moon by nigh ' (v: ' 

Some fon11 of the word " s times 
in this Psalm. It means "to e ge about, to guard, to 
protect, to attend to." Think of it, Go4 
created all things has a personal interest in you and 
me. Like a sentinel standing on the city walls 
watching to it safe, so God keeps a constant 
v igil over us to attend to our needs . 

aul Reese the story related to him by a 
friend who was aboard the ill-fated shi 

Zam, sunk by the Germans in early days of 
World War 11. Many of the passengers were mission
aries and they were picked out of the sea by the 
crewmen of the armed German freighter. This was 
certainly enough to strain everyone's nerves to the 
breaking point. 

The passengers were separated on the basis of 
male and fe male, th e men spending the first 
nigh t in one end of the ship, and the women in the 
other. The next morning they permitted to 
come on deck and see one another. All of the 
expected questions of concern were asked such as, 

you nervous?" "Were you afraid? " "Could 
you slee 

d missionary as asked how he managed to 
0 t th rough t e mg t. The substance of his answer 

thought at first I couldn 't possibly sleep. The 
floor was terribly hard and, as you know, I was ve1y 
concerned and a nxious. But then I began talking 
with the Lord. He reminded me of His word in Psalm 

: comet fro mad 
earth. He shall not al ow slip; 

He who will not slumber. Behold He 
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eeps Israel will neither slumber nor I was 
greatly struck by the words 'He who keeps Israel will 
neither slumber nor sleep.' So I said, 'Lord, there isn't 
really any use for both of us to stay awake. So if 
You're going to keep watch, I'll thank you for some 
sleep. ' 

'And I got it,' he said." 
We can live that kind of confidence also. The 

God of is also the Godo preservation, and 
our source of help in time of need. 

The God of 

Third, He is the God of salvation. The Psalmist 
writes, preserve thee from all evil: H 

prese1ve soul. The Lord shall preserve 
and thy coming in from thi s day forth, and 

for evermore" (v. 7-8)·. 
The Hebrew word translated "Lord", u ed our 

times in this Psalm, is the Hebrew name 
or "Jehovah." Jehovah is the God of Isr 1 who 
delivers, saves. and redeems. So the God of creation 

the God of preservation is also the God of our 
salvation. 

ow does God save us? He does not 
trouble, He saves us i uouble. He enters into our 
experiences, us and helps us through them. God 
did not save Daniel the lions' den ; He saved him 
· he lions' den. He got the lions' den with him 
and sh1.1t the mouths of the lions to keep them from 
devouring Daniel. 

God did not save the Hebrew children from 
the furnace; He saved them· he fie1y furnace. 

entered into the with them and became 
their shield to keep the fire from consuming them. 
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And, God did not rout David on some outer loop 
he valley of the shadow of death ; He became 

David's shepherd and walked with him rhrough the 
dark gloom of suffering and sorrow. 

That is most often God ·sway with His children. He 
does no us us W;Jt. 
He does not et us ou . But He does get us throu h. 

e loves us into these experience 1 us 
to help us and sustain us. 

And, His salvation is not just temporary, it is 
eternal. As the Scriptures declare, wi ll preserve 

soul. .. . from this time forth and evermore " so·, 
most people come to the open casket and the 

freshly dug grave and see only a hopeless end, the 
people of God rejoice in an endless hope. 

He is the God of , the 
God of and the Godo salvation. Look 
up to Him and you will find a friend and helper in time 
of need. 



Claudine Estelle Newman 
October 3, 1911 - April 13, 2002 

Celebration of Life Service 
Wednesday, 2:00 P.M. 

April 17, 2002 
First Baptist Church 
Brownwood, Texas 

A perfect woman, nobly planned 
To to comfort, and command; 

And yet a spirit still, and bright 
something of an angel light. 

William Wadsworth 



Proverbs 31 :25-31 

She is clothed with strength and 
dignity; 

she can laugh at the days to 
come. 

26 She speaks with wisdom, 
and faithful instruction is on her 

tongue. 
She watches over the affairs of her 

household 
and does not eat the bread of 

idleness. 
Her children arise and call her 

blessed; 
husband also, and he praises 

her: 
29 women do noble things, 

but you surpass them all." 
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is 

fleeting; 
but a woman who fears the Lord 

is to be praised. 
31 Give her the reward she has 

earned, 
and let her works bring her 

praise at the city gate. 



A Celebration of the Life 

Of 

Claudine Estelle Newman 

Pre-service music Betty Ramsour Reed 

Words of Grace and Greeting Dr. Bill Heston 

"Holy, Holy, Holy" 

Scripture Reading 

Prayer 

University Singers 
Howard Payne University 

Dr. Bill Heston 

Dr. Bill Heston 

Obituary and Family Remarks Dr. Bill Heston 

Personal Remarks Dr. Mamie McCullough 

"People Need the Lord" Norma Bessent 

Message Dr. Jerold McBride 

Benediction Dr. Jerold McBride 

"The Lord 's Prayer " Norma Bessent 

Pianist, Eric Evans 

Interment in Eastlawn Memorial Park, Early, Texas 
immediately following the funeral service. 



Claudine Estelle Newman 
Funeral services for former First Lady of Howard Payne 

University, Mrs. D. (Estelle) Newman, age 90, of San 
Angelo, will be 2:00 P.M., Wednesday, April 17, 2002 in the 
Brownwood First Baptist Church. Interment will follow in 
the Eastlawn Memorial Park in Early, Texas under the 
direction of Davis-Morris Funeral Home. The Reverend Dr. 
Jerold McBride and the Reverend Dr. Bill Heston will 
officiate. The family received friends on Tuesday, April 
2002 from 6:00 to 7:30 P.M . at the Davis-Morris Funeral 
Home. At noon on Saturday, April 2002, Claudine Estelle 
Newman was ushered into the presence of Jesus Christ, her 
Lord. 

Mrs. Newman was born October 191 I, in Cherokee, 
Texas to Claud Madison and Linnie Walker McKneely. She 
received her degree from Baylor University and 
her master 's degree from Howard Payne College. Her 
husband, Dr. Guy Newman, presented the master's degree 
diploma to her. She married Rev. Guy D. Newman May 29, 
1938, in Waco, Texas. She was a retired elementary school 
teacher and the widow of a former Baptist minister and 
college president. 

Mrs. Newman had lived in San Angelo since 1986, but 
was a res ident of Brownwood for thirty years before moving 
to San Angelo. She was a member of the San Angelo First 
Baptist Church . 

She is survived by her daughters and sons-in-law: Patricia 
and G. B. Garner of Arlington; Bobbie Kaye and Fred 
Strickland of Glen Rose . Also surv iving are fourteen 
grandchildren: Mary Katherine Jones of Arlington; John 
Douglas Rainey of Brownwood; Vera Longoria and Fred 
Strickland, Jr. of Glen Rose; Guy Ben Garner and Sharon Kay 
Miller of Arlington; Denise Newman and Mark Newman of 
Haltom City; Guy Newman III of Fort Worth; Mike Newman 
of Las Nevada; Gretchen Thoms, Missy Brugh, 
Robert Harris, and Charlotte Hargrove all of West Virginia. 
Numerous great and great great-grandch ildren a lso survive. 
She is survived by a brother, Jack McKneely of Georgetown 
and a sister, Jo Beth Fielder of Waco. 

She was preceded in death by her Dr. Guy D. 
a son, Guy D. Newman, Jr. ; a daughter, Charlotte 

Harris; her parents, Claud Madison and Linnie 
McKneely; a brother, Dr. Bill McKneely; two sisters, May 
Ramsour and Bobbie Mason. 

The family request memorials to the Guy D. Newman 
Academy of Freedom Scholarship Fund. 

Davis-Morris Funeral Home 
800 Center Avenue 

Brownwood, Texas 76801 




