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BELIEF IN THE BIBLE 
Psalm 119:,os 

(First in a series of Six Sermons the Basics of our Faith) 

We are living in a perplexing, 
paradoxical day for the Bible. 
there are now more than three hundred 

English versions of the Bible and 
although the Bible is still one of the 
natio 's best sellers, it is becoming 
increasingly evident that most people do 
no .on of 
regular basis. The Bible is the 
best seller in the o ur world. 
is this The basic reason is that the 
church has acquiesced to the cry of the 

~ skeptics who ridicule belief in the Bible 
and dismiss it as historically inexact and 
scientifically inaccurate. Swayed by the 
voice of the critics, many Christians are no 
longer convinced that the Bible really is 
God's revealed word. 

When I consider the 
however, am convinced of the truth o 
our Bible is not only a unto 
our and a light unto our pathway. is 

light will lead us through 
the darkness of these days. Several 
significant factors undergird our belief in 
the Bible. 

Its Resistance 

How amazing it is that we even 
have the Bible today. We often take it for 
granted. How quickly we forget the 

repetitive attempts in history to destroy the 
Bible. From the beginning of its existence, 
there has been a merciless assault on the 
Bible and a relentless attempt to destroy it. 

In the fourth century, · · , 
with the power of the Roman empire, tried 
to put the Bible into its grave. He passed 
r1~rt"P~c , kil1~ 
Christians. Thinking that the battle had 
been won, Diocletian erected in his capitol 
city a column of triumph on which was 
written the words, name of 
Christians has been extinguisheru" less 
than twenty years later, Diocletian was 
dead and the new emperor Constantine 
adopted the Christian faith as the religion 
of the Empire. 

In the eighteenth century, 
(1694-1778) that the age of reason 
would soon eclipse the age o revelation 
and the Bible would soon be discarded. 
Recently one of the original Gutenberg 
Bibles sold in America for approximately 
two million dollars! Who would pay two 
million dollars for an original copy of 
Voltaire? 

In Colonial America 
made discouraging prophecies 

about the Bible. He declared 
presumptuously that he had cut down the 
myths of the Bible. two years 
after Thomas Paine died Bible lives on. 
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the years, every instrument 
of destruction that human wisdom, human 
wit, and human wickedness could provide 

been used against the Bible. It has 
been damned by eis exaggerated by 

misconstrued by · gnored 
e , discounted b -- et 

li 
The Bible is like the fence built by 

an Irishman. The fence was two feet high 
and three feet wide. When asked why he 
would build a fence with such dimensions, 
the Irishman answered, "If someone knocks 
over the it will be than it was 

with." So the Bible has been. The 
more it has been attacked, the taller it has 
loomed on the horizon of history. I 

again the resistance of the Bible 
gainst every attack, I am convinced that it 

is no ordinary book. It must be the Word 
of God. 

Reliability 
"e;) It '!/ Because Christianity has its roots in 

history, the historical reliability of the Bible 
is of vital importance. often 

e historic accuracy of the 
ible. Recent research, however, has 

contributed a wealth of material which 
reaffirms the historic reliability of the 
Bible. The amazing thing about the 

the more meticulously i bas been 
studied, the more reliable it has proven to 

Consider the examples. 
Early in the book of Genesis we see 

a man named braham, of the heroes 
0I history, who liv in a city 

Ur of Chal s. Critics claimed this 
was a story about a mythical man in a 
mythical city. Today, however, 
archaeologists have uncovered a great 
portion of the ancient city of Ur. It was a 
real city. And the name of Abraham has 
been found inscribed on some of the 
columns of the ancient city. 
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In the past, some skeptics doubted 
the existence of the people referred to in 
the Bible as the " · · s" for such a people 
had never been heard of. Now, the entire 
Hittite civilization has been uncovered. 

doubted the veracity of the 
story in John which tells of 

five 
porticoes. No such pool had ever been 
found. it has scovered and it 
fits the description giyen in the Gospel 

e'sJiistorical.accuracy, especially 
in Acts, been called into question as 
well. The latest of 

search, have affirmed in dozens 
o e of the hook of Acts. 
In his .geography, in the titles he used for 
the officials of the day, in the details with 
which he usually accompanied the historic 
activities of the first Christians, Luke has 
been affirmed over and over again. 

book which appears to me more 
accurate the more it is scrutinized is no 
ordinary book. It is a book from God. 

Relevance 
.n. 3: ~EApj 

Another amazing thing about the 
Bible is its relevance. i le speaks in 
a marvelous w y to the peopl f every 
century and gives meaningful solutions to 
their problems. 

To those in desp · the Bible gives 
Bill twro te s how, during the 

darkest days of Britain's history in the 
Second World War, · ston sent 
for him. Churchill confronted him with this 
question: "Young man, do you have any 
hope for the world?" the Bible frn!I1 

pocket, Billy Graham es, 
Mr. Prime Minister, this k is full of 
hope." After reading some passages to him, 
he was told by Churchill, " you. 

given an old man a renewal of 
for the future." 



ISA 43:2 When thou passest t hrough the waters, I [w i ll be] thee; 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. 
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o those in e Bible gives 
comfon. of most difficult times for 
a is that moment when he stands 
beside a grave and tries to give comfort. 
How often my own words inadequate in 
situations like that. over and over again 
I have seen the amazing transfonnation that 
comes when God's read and 
when they permeate sorrowful bean 
with comfort. 

To those who one y the Bible 
gives the promise of God's presence. 
of die greatest verses in the Bible is 

28:20 where Jesus promises to His 
disciples of every century, "I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." That 
verse went with the disciples as they turned 
the world upside for the Master. It 
went with David Livingstone as he tromped 
through the of Africa. It 
comforted Winfred Grenfell as he sailed 
along the forsaken coasts of Labrador. And 
it comes to cv~ heart in our day of 
frightening depersonalization and says, 
not or be dismayed, for the Lord 
}: God is with you wherever you go" 
{Joshua 1 :9). The is a book :which 

to all the of 
This book of antiquity, even in our 

modem world, a word of relevance 
to our every need. I see die way in 
which this book continues to touch the 
fives of people give them light, I 
convinced that it is no ordinary It is 
the word of God. 

Consider also the richness of the 
Bible which through twenty centuries has 
not yet been exhausted. George Mueller 
( 1805-1898), the Prussian philanthropist 
whose life of faith was poured into a 
ministry to children in England, read 
Bible ugh more than a hundred times. 
But he said that it was fresher every time 
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he read it Can you imagine reading any 
other book one hundred times and finding 
it fresher each time you read it? Certainly 
not. Even a story as poignant as Gone With 
the Wind loses some of its splendor and 
swprise after the third or fourth reading. 
But the has riches we have not yet 
even mined. No book is inexhaustibly 
rich as the Bible. 

It is true that some have not found 
it so. Some, quite frankly, suggest the Bible 
is boring to them. Does this testify to the 
lack of depth of the Bible or to the lack of 
depth of the person? On the surface -
because of our translations which often 
difficult to follow, because of the way we 
have dissected the Bible into chapters and 
verses, because of the sanctity with which 
we treat it as if it does not deal with the 
life that we know -- the Bible often seems 
to be insipid and lifeless. But whenever a 

has delved into the Bible's 
its lessons, an been by its 

challenge, he has been given a richness of 
spiritual food hich comes from no other 
source. 

No other book ever written has been 
so often and so deeply mined and, yet, 
continues year in and year out to produce 
priceless gems of spiritual truth, as the 
Bible. 

Condusion 

1 is sufficient evidence to 
convince that the Bible is no 

book. 1 o explanatio is 
except to proclaim that this is indeed God's 
revealed word to us. 

we w lo the God 
who gave this book and to fo the 
Christ who is proclaimed in this , we, 
too, will be able to say with the Psalmist 

1;,(l'i :f':.S; 
amp unto my feet and a light unto my 

athway." 
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BIBLE STUDY 

REASONS FOR BELIEF 
IN THE BIBLE 

Psalm 119:105 

Februar 

"Thy Wo,-d is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path." 

I. I ts Resistance 
--Matthew 24:35 (NASB) "Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away." 

II. Its Reliability 
--Psalm 12:6 (KJV) "The words of the 
Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified seven times." 
--Psam 119:89 (KJV) "For ever, 0 Lord, 
thy word is settled in heaven." 
--Psalm 119:89 (LB) "Forever, 0 Lord, 
your Word stands firm in Heaven." 

III. I ts Relevance 
--I Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV) "All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. 

IV. I ts Richness 
3:16a (KJV) "Let Word of 

Christ in you richly in all 
wisdom." 
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