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1. 

GREAT IN THE MORNING! 

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 118: 24 Pew Bible page 
Sundav has been declared 11 GREAT IN THE MORNING! 11 all 

across Baptist Churches. 
This same of celebration is expressed by the psalmist 
when he proclaims: 1 

This is the day the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it II 

INTRO: AS CHILD, I REMEMBER ONE PERSON IN PARTICULAR 
WOULD USE THE 11 GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING! , 11 AS AN 
EXPRESSION OF JUBILATION AND JOY. WHEN I HEARD THOSE WORDS I 
KNEW THERE WAS A CAUSE FOR EXULTATION AND WAS ANXIOUS TO KNOW 

IT WAS. IT WAS ALWAYS SOMETHING GOOD, SOMETHING WORTH 
CELEBRATING. 

TODAY IS 11 GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING" HERE AT FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH. AND WE HAVE SOMETHING WORTH CELEBRATING! 
LET ME TELL YOU IT IS A 11 GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING. 11 

I . OU SAVED 
- - uke 7:36-50 0 

- While Jesus was at dinner in the home of Simon 
the Pharisee, a notoriously sinful woman, who has 
probably just come to know his saving power, came into 
the house uninvited. It was something unheard of for 
such a 11 sinner 11 to venture into the house of a Pharisee. 
However, she was so contrite because of her former 
sinful life, and at the same time, so grateful because 
of the joy and release salvation had brought her that 
she put aside all her fears, entered the house, and 
knelt at the feet of Jesus. To her, this was Great 
Day In the Morning! 

s - Instead of celebrating this 11 Great Day" with 
her, Simon the Pharisee and his guests became critical! 
According his self-righteous ideas, no true prophet 
would allow such a woman to touch him. To Simon, this 
was 11 proof" that Jesus was no prophet. Yet Christ 
proclaimed that He had come to seek and to save that 
which is lost " And to Hirn, this was "Great Day In 
The Morning 11 and as such was a cause for celebration! 

vs O Christ is about to demonstrate that not only 
could He read this woman's character but that He could 
also read Simon's innermost thoughts. And so Christ 
says to Simon, " t to say unto thee . 11 

Whenever we no longer rejoice over the 11 Great 
Day In the Morning" that salvation I think the 
Lord has to ay 11 to us! 

Christ says, 11 imon, Seest thou th 
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She IS you know! She IS human being whom God 
loves. Yet your joyless religion regards her as 
nothing - -as something less than human. Yet I tell you 
she has treated me bett er than you and loves God more 
than you! 11 Because she was saved and to her this 
was Great Day In The Morning! 11 what Christ say s 

n Apparently Simon and his friends were more 
interested in focusing on "sins " than 11 salvation. 11 

So says , "If this is your concern, I will readily 
admit that her sins are many. But they are forgiven! 
Because she has been forgiven much, she loves much, and 
that is why this is a 'Great Day In The Morning'--a day 
for celebration!" But you know not h i ng of this ! 
r ight, others are You judge, others are condemned 
- ILLUS: a pediatrician, heard about a 
boyhood acquaintance whose life had been transformed by 
faith in Christ. 11 This is what I need in my life 1 11 he 
told himself. So he began an experiment with God to see 
"if there is any truth to this salvation business. 11 

His plans called for reading the Bible and 
praying in a quiet place every day for three weeks. He 

~h result: 
three weeks I did this every day. Then 

near the nd of the third week my proud heart began to 
soften. The was working in my heart. I saw my 
corruptness sin . For several days I sweated 
out the miserable feeling I had not expected, 

"The n glorious da y I discovered that an 
amazing newness had crept into my life. I had a rea l 
desire to read and be with Christian people. 
I was no longer trying t o work my way into God's favor. 

I was praising my Saviour for dying f my sins. 
The Bible told me I had been born a ain." 

It was a 11 Great Day In The Morn ng 11 when he 
was saved! 

vsSO - Her sins are forgiven, she is saved, she has 
become a new person, therefore she can II o in 

eac . 11 

)<; -··"~, P4 
PL: What about you? your sins forgiven? 

you saved? Have you become a new person? If 
Day In The Morning 11 and you can 11 go in peace! 11 .,{r/;,i-_,_~_· ''' 

II. OF IT 
- Psalm 27:1 11 The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 11 

L U : It was not a 11 Great Day In The Morning" for a 
fearful lady who boarded her first airplane. The 
stewardess saw that the passenger was frightened and sat 
down by her to reassure her. About 30 minutes into the 
flight one of the plane's engines failed. The pilot 
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came on the in ercom and assured the passengers that the 
three remaining engines were functioning satisfactorily, 
that all was well, and that the flight would continue on 
schedule. The frightened passenger panicked. The 
stewardess explained to her how safe the plane was with 
3 engines. A second engine of the opposite side failed 
and had to be feathered. It took all the skill the 
stewardess could muster to calm the lady this time. 
Suddenly she remembered there were 4 Methodist bishops 
sitting near the front. Having learned that the lady 
was a religious person, the stewardess felt this fact 
would comfort her. So she said, "You wi 11 be glad to 
know that even though we have only 2 engines, there are 

Methodist bishops sitting near the front." The 
passenger replied, "That fine, but under these 
circumstances I had rather have 4 engines and 2 
Methodist bishops!" 

We can all relate to that! Fear and 
do not make for a very great day. This is 

especially true in relation to our salvation. But when 
you are saved and of it, "It ' s A Great Day In The 
Morning! 11 

t 
--It is ._.,... .... ohn "Whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ETERNAL LIFE. 11 -

Note: The very nature of salvation is eternal. An 
eter nal God deals with eter na l values. 
- - POEM: "FULL COVERAGE" 

Com 

I have an insurance policy 
Written i n the blood of the Lamb, 
Sealed by the Cross of Jesus, 
Redeemabl e wherever I am! 

The company will never go bankrupt, 
It is bonded by God's Promise true; 
It will keep every word of its contract, 
Exactly what it says, it will do. 

I don't have to die to collect it, 
No premiums do I have to pay; 
All I do is to keep God's promise 
And walk i n His holy way. 

No collector will ever come calling, 
It was pa i d on Calvary' s tree; 
It insures me for living and dying, 
And for all eternity. -- H.H. Hover 

"For BY GRACE are ye saved through 
faith; and that NOT OF YOURSELVES: it is the GIFT of 
God, NOT OF WORKS, lest any man should boast. 11 --

Note: Any of us would have every reason in the 
world to worry, to be uncertain, if our salvation 
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.?. , 
came y works. But because it comes grace as 

gift," we can be sure of it. 

worthy, 
worthy. 
Because 

3. rom 

Just as we were not saved because we were 
so we are not kept saved because we are 
It is all by grace from beginning to end! 

of this, you can be sure! 

4. 

--CHRIST promises : ( 10:28 "I give unto them 
ETERNAL life; and they shall NEVER PERISH , neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 11 

A visitor said to a dying soldier in a hospital, 
church do you belong 11 ! belong to Christ's 

· Church, 11 was the immediate reply. I mean, of what 
persuasion are you?" 

"Persuasion?" said the dying man as he looked 
heavenwa r d . Then he smiled and said, 11 am persuaded 
hat neither death nor li fe , nor ngles, nor 

principal i ies, nor powers nor things present 
t hings come shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which i s in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

I ~ - ~e wen you 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
s teadf a st, a l ways abounding in the work of 
the Lord. 11 

OT· you know you believe and WHY you 
believe it, "It's a Great Day In The Morning! is 
a peace, an assurance, a sense of purpose that nothing 
can take away. 

This is the advantage of being indoctrinated, 
of getting into the Word, of becoming familiar with 
great Bible truths. It is then that God's Word becomes 
• a 1 mp unto our feet, nd a light unto our pat 1 ( salm 
119:105) . 

Otherwise a person gets caught up in the 
o c He becomes 
His becomes the II 

Th is has always been the danger run 
sound. 

im. 3: 7- ( Paul speaks of those) learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 11 And, 

cts 17: ( Luke te 11 s us that) 11 All the Athenians and 



5 strangers which were there spent their time in nothing ~ / 
else, but either to tell, to hear some new 
--ON THE OTHER HAND to be able to say with the Apostle 
Paul, " KNOW whom I have believed, and am PERSUADED 
hat He is able to keep that wh ich I have committed unto 

Hirn against that (II Tim. 1:12b) makes any day a 
"Great Day In The Morning!" 

0 

n h 

IV. E SURRE DER 
- Gal. 2:20a " I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I , but Christ liveth in rne. 11 

O What a laborious task it is to try to live the 
Christian life on your own! "Church work" becomes just 
that-- 11 work! 11 There is no joy, there is no satisfaction 
no matter how much you may accomplish or how you 
may work. This explains many unhappy, miserable 
Christians. They out" in the Lord's work and, not 
knowing the reason why, they blame someone some 
thing. 

Such "spiritual depletion" results not from a 
single blowout, but from a long slow leak. Neglecting 
their own spiritual welfare, slowly but surely, their 
level of commi tment declines. They become less and less 
surrendered to the will of God and more and more 
committed to the will of self. "I- · 

Such are those who wake up in the morning and 
say, "Good Lord, it's morning!" Whereas the 
Spirit filled Christian awakens to say, "Good Morning, 
Lord ! " 
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alm the Lord with gladness: come before 
His presence with singing. 11 

OTE· You can 't be happy when you cease to serve . 
11 Bench warmers 11 become critics, Monday morning 
quarterbacks, and knitpickers. 

Happy people are serving people. They a r e 
following the example of our Lord who said: 

' For whether is greater, he that sit eth at 
he that serveth? Is not he that sitteth? But I 

am among you as he that serveth" ( Luke 22:27) 
You are either a 11 sitt e r 11 a "server, 11 one 

or the other --=.,......,~--1 belongs to t he consumer oriente d 
society which asks, even of the church, in it for 
me? can I get out of it? 11 

belongs to the Christ oriented 
society which says, 11 he is not than n s 

He asks, can I serve and how? 11 

Have you asked yourse l f the question, 
"What makes me think I wi l l like serving God in Heaven 
when I do not like serving Him on 7:15 says 
that we shal 1 Him day and night. 11 

IST S the way to discover real life 
yourself in service to Him. 11 

ife shall lose it: and hosoever will lose 
y_ sake shall find it 1 ( att. 16:25 . 

is to lose 
1 save his 

his life for 
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VI. OU SE JESUS 
itus 2:13 "Looking for that blessed hope, and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 11 

- Rev. 1:7a "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every 

7. 

eye shal 1 see Him. 11 

a "Great Day In The Morning 11 when you see Jesus: 
1. Will Be v 

I Tim. 4:8 "Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteous which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love His appearing." 

R Ls d 
hess . 4:16 For the Lord Himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first. 11 

3. 1 Be e 
I Thess . 4:17 we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. 11 

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound, 
and time shall be no more, 
And the morning breaks, eternal, bright and fair; 

the saved of earth shall gather 
on the shore, 

the roll is called up yonder, I'll be there.! 
*********** 

When we all get to heaven, 
What a day of rejoicing that will be! 

we all see Jesus, 
sing and shout the victory!'' 

1This is the day which the Lord hath 
will rejoice and be glad in 1 ! 11 

a day to be alive! 

GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING! 




