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Funeral Message 
for a 

Faithful Christian 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." 
Psalms 116:15 

Precious is not the word that expresses our feeling concerning 
death. Even when a person's life has been filled with illness or 
pain this is not the term we use. Precious is a term of endearment. It 
is a term a grandparent uses for a grandchild or a companion might use 
for an experience. Why is the death of a saint "precious" in God's 
sight? 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints .•. 

I. BECAUSE GOD IS ABLE TO SAY - WELCOME 
•• Following this point is a good time to share the person's 

conversion or it is a good time to share the plan of 
salvation • 

•• A beautiful illustration of this point can be found in the 
Welcome of the Father to the prodigal son in Luke 15 • 

•• Matthew 25:34 is a good verse indicates the welcome 
of God • 

.• This poem shares this thought: 

Where Is She Now? 
are in sorrow 

She is in total joy
We see the separation, 
She is in the presence 

of the Lord-
We know weeping, 
She has had all 

the tears wiped away
We share a deep loss, 

She has gained a crown 
that will not fade away
We are aware of absence, 

She has been welcomed home. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints •.• 

II. BECAUSE GOD IS ABLE TO SAY - WELL 
•• Matthew 25:14-30 records the words of the parable of Jesus 

concerning the Kingdom of Heaven. Verse says, "His Lord 
said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord . 

•• Following this point is a good to share the Christian 
life and ministry of the person • 

•• Scripture verses such as Paul's words to Timothy in Timothy 
4:6-8 also applicable to this point. 



INFLUENCE 

Drop a pebble in the water, 
And it's ripples reach out far; 

And the sunbeams dancing on them 
May reflect them to a star. 

Give a smile to someone passing, 
Thereby making his morning glad; 
It may greet you in the evening 
When your own heart may be sad. 

Do a deed of simple kindness; 
Though it's end you may not see, 

It may reach, like widening ripples, 
Down a long eternity. 

Precious in the sight of the lord is the death of His saints ..• 

III. BECAUSE GOD IS ABLE TO SAY - LET'S WORSHIP TOGETHER 
•• Rev. 4:10, 5:14,24 record the twenty-four elders in heaven 

worshipp i ng the Lord Jesus Christ • 
•• We have known worship here on earth and often very rewarding 

and fulfilling worship but in heaven we will know and 
experience true worship • 

•. This poem speaks of heaven's joy and it's worship. 

There's no disappointment in heaven, 
No weariness, sorrow, or pain; 
No hearts that are bleeding and broken, 
No song with a minor refrain. 

There'll never be a crepe on doorknobs 
No funeral train in the sky 
No graves on the hillsides of glory, 
for there the saints never die. 

I'm bound for that beautiful city 
My Lord has prepared for His own, 
Where all the rdeemed of all ages, 
Sing "Glory" around the white throne. 

Sometimes I grow homesick for heaven 
And the glories I there shall behold 
What a joy that will be 
When my Savior I see 
In that beautiful city of gold. 

F. M. Lehman 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints ••. 

! BECAUSE HE IS ABLE TO SAY 

"WELCOME HOME" 
"WELL DONE" 
"LET'S WORSHIP TOGETHER" 



Funeral Message 
For a 

Faithful Christian 

"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is 
at hand. I have fought a good fight , I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the r i ghteous judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but un t o all them also that love his 
appearing." II Timothy 4:6-8 

Readiness is something that strengthens every life. Whether it's a 
team playing a game, an event being prepared for, or even death 
readiness strengthens. Paul writes t o Timothy and sayes "I am ready. " 
Much like the song writer who penned the beloved words of the hymn 
READY. 

Why was the Apostle Paul ready to die? So unlike our world and its 
goals and desires. He was ready to die because ••• 

I. HE HAD HAD AN EXPERIENCE WI TH DEITY 
•• That experience is spoken o f in this epistle - II Timothy 1:9 

and also in Acts 9 and Phil i ppians 3 . 
•. Refer to the person's salva t ion experience if it is known . 
•• This is good opportunity t o present Jesus Christ as the 

only means of salvation, possibly referring to John 14:6. 

Paul was ready to die because •.. 

II. HE HAD PAID ATTENTION TO DUTY! 
•• Paul says "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 

course, I have kept the faith." Sum all up, Paul had 
paid attention to duty • 

•• Take opportunity to reflect upon the person's life as a 
Christian, parent, grandparent, serviceman,co-worker, etc . 

•• Share that I Corinthians 15, which is a chapter about the 
resurrection, closes with the words "therefore my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord for you know that your labour is not 
in vain." 

•• This poem could be shared wh en the person has been a 
wonderful companion. 

SHOULD YOU GO FIRST 

Should you go first, and I remain 
To walk the road alone; 

I'll live in memory's garden, dear, 
With happy days we've known. 

In Spring I'll watch the roses red 
When fade the lilac blue; 

In Autumn when the brown leaves fall 
I' 11 catch a glimpse of you. 



Should you go first, and I remain 
For battles to be fought; 

Each thing you've touched along the way 
Will be a hallowed 

I' 11 "hear" your voice, I' 11 "see" your smi 
Tho' blindly I may grope; 

The of your helping hand 
Will buoy me on with hope. 

Should you go and I remain 
To finish out this scroll; 

No lengthening shadows shall creep in 
to make this life seem droll. 

We've known so much of happiness, 
We've had our "cup of joy", 

And memory is one gift of God 
That death cannot destroy. 

Author Unknown 

Paul was ready to die because ••• 

III. HE ANTICIPATED DELIGHT! 
•• "Henceforth their is laid up for me a crown of li fe and not 

for me only but for all those who love His appear ing ." 
•• Rev. 21:1-5 speaks of the joys of heaven . 
•• There will be the delight of Redemption, Reunion, Reward, 

and the delight of Rejoicing . 
• . Char Gabriel is the song "O, That Wi 11 Be Glo r y for 

this thought: 

O, THAT WILL BE GLORY FOR ME 

When all my labors and trials are o'er, 
And I am safe on that beautiful shore, 

Just to be near the dear Lord I adore 
Will through the ages be glory for me. 

When by the gift of His infinite grace, 
I am accorded in Heaven a place, 

Just to be there and to look on His face. 
Will through the ages be glory for me. 

Friends will be there I have loved long ago, 
Joy like a river around me will flow; 

Yet, just a smile from my Savior, I know, 
Will through the ages be glory for me. 


