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II IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED ••• II 

. Psalm 11:3 (Text); 11:1-7 

THE REBELLION OF ABSALOM WAS SECRETLY PRE-
PARING BUT CLEARLY DISCERNIBLE. THE OF 
DAVID IS THREATENED, THE OF THE STATE 
ARE SHAKENED AND THE Iru:iG, IS COUNSELED TO FLEE TO 
THE MOUNTAINS • 

THE DISTURBING QUESTION IS POSED IN THE FACE OF 
IMPENDING DANGER, "IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED, 
WHAT CAN THE RIGHTEOUS DO? II 

THE DEMORALIZATION OUR 
SOCIET·Y RELENTLESSLY EATING AWAY AT THE FOUNDATIONS 
OF AND HUMAN DIGNITY COMPEL US TO FACE 
AND TO ANSWER THIS HAUNTING QUESTION, "IF THE 
FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED, WHAT CAN THE RIGHTEOUS 
DO?" .. · 

Is America a Christian nation Threating the foundations 

I. /\ CONFESSION OF FAITH 
-vs. la 

--ILLUS: The clouds of civil war and bloodshed were 1 

gathering. TlliL,9reat principle s and moral guidelines 
upon which Israel had been built were being called 
into question. The upon which all 
that was worthy and noble were being shaken. If 
ever a clear confession of faith were needed in all of 
Israel's history it was now! And it was the king who 
made this confession. 

1. Which may appear ridiculously naive 
--vs. la 
--Exegesis: In the face of the defection of 

Ahithophel , and the tide of Absalom' s 
popularity, the "In the Lord put I my 
trust." "How ridiculously naive can a king be?" 

must have been the question in the minds of many. 
(1) Because of the threatening forces 

--Psalm 46: 1-7 



--Exegesis: When, during the reign Jehosha
the Moabites , Ammonites , and Edomites 

carried war into the kingdom of David and · 
threatened Jer., the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon Jaha ziel in the temple congregation 
which the ing had together, and he 

miraculo ·· on the 
rr\.orrow. 

Appeared but enemy armies attacked 
by tribe, turned in to confusion, s lew 
one another and Israel I s forces found their 
camp destroyed and full of dead bodies. 

--

~'f~ 

(2) 

If our nation needed a confession of 
faith, it is now. God is our refuge . •• " 

Becaus·e the defeat of others 
--ILLUS: Rebellion and insurrection was not 

strange in Israe l, nor did always fail. 
had reigned over Israel 2 years and 

Zimri, his trusted captain conspired against 
him, murdered him with his own hands and 
assumed the throne as king. He then 
ceeded to murder every male relative and 
friend of the king. Zimri reigned 7 ays and 
was himself conspired against, defeated 

2. 

and burned the king's house down upon himsel: 
--Apply: As we look in history and see where thE 

very forces which threaten have indeed de
feated others, our confession may seem a bit 
naive--but yet it is needed! 

Which will revive the faith of others 
--Exegesis: David I s unwavering trust in the Lord 

fanned the smoldering embers of faith in the 
hearts of his men into of 
And in the end, the cause of the king was 
victorious ! 

(1) Who may be close to abandoning the cause 
These friends were saying, "We 

no longer can afford the luxury of a 'cause' 



,. only is escape with our lives 11 
R ~~f:rA 

6-S 

Apply: R~ght or wrong no longer important--it 
i now matter of survival·. 

--ILLUS: (Lazarus' death,) open 
hostility, recent attempt on Christ's life, 
His determination to return. us also go, 
that we- may die 

(2) Who are watching your 
--Exegesis: No one was quite so admired in all 

of Israel as King David. In the face of danger., 
as the very foundations of their nation were 
being shaken, the people to see how 
their king would react. He reacted courageous 
ly and thus kindled courage in the hearts of 
others! 

--Bridge Sentence: In these days when it appears 
that indeed the foundations are being des
troyed , there is too often the of fear . 

COUNSEL OF FEAR 
--vss. lb-2 

Thi 1 h' h . - -.u..a..v S COUnse W lC ,ailXl§ 
not a nswer.s , is always with us. It is the counsel of 
despair. Our world is ull of corruption . Children 

. µ-rt no longer ooey their parents," wrote a prince to a 
friend 4, 800-years ago in Constantinople. 

o,..., ishop Wilberfore said, "I dare not marry; the future is 
so dark and unsettled." 

1. admonishes retreat 
- - vs. lb 
(1) Because of the threat of violence 

--vs. 2 
--Exegesis: The fainthearted ones give as the 

ground of their advice the fearful peril which 
threatens from the side of the violent ones. 

--ILLUS: W hen a university student group 
attempt to make administrative decisions, and 
when the administration is courageous enough 
to draw a line, the group often issues an . 
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ultimatum--"our way or violence." 
The threat of "a long hot summer ••• " 

(2) Because of the spirit of despair 
--vs lb (Read) "There is no hope --all is lost! " 
--ILLUS: We may be compelled to say with 

Paul, "We are perplexed" but even as he, 
we be quick add, "BUT NOT IN 
DESPAIR!!" (II Cor. 

Which the faithful must rejeci,"ilie '::::;J 
lb-2 

--Exegesis: David rejects counsel of his 
friends to save his life by flight. However 
well-meant and well grounded the counsel, he 
considers it too full of fear and is himself too 
confident in God, to follow it • 

words , "How say ye to my soul, 'Flee 
••• " the king rejects their proposal as unreason
able and unworthy, and turns it as a reproach 

gain st them. 
(1) Because of their responsibility for others 

--Exegesis: David refused to save his life 
at the expense of others. As king of Israel 
and responsible for the safety of his subjects 
he could not abandon them in their hour of 
need! 

and a faith to be delivered! 
(2) Because of their accountability to God 

--Exegesis: David knew that one day he 
would stand before the King of kings and 
give an account of how he served as King 
of Israel. 

--ILLUS: We are not accountable to man, but 
to God. Like Martin Luther, there comes 
that time when we must say "Here I stand. 
I cannot do otherwise. God help me. 
Amen·." 

--Bridge Sentence: In these days when it 
appears that the foundations are being 
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destroyed there is a justifiable cause of 
fru s tra tion. 

FRUSTRATION 
--v s . 3 

V 

--Exegesis: Total subversion of justice appears to 
be imminent. 

d=~= r Thus the question i s asked, 
"W hen the basis of the state is s hattered, what c an 
the righteous do?" --He can do nothing ! All counter
effort is useless a nd all ends in frus tra tion! 

--Apply: 

A i 

1. The Foundation of Faith 
--Jude 3b "Ye should e arnes tly contend for the 

faith which was once delivered unto the saints ." 
rf}. Which is the bedrock of our nation 

- - Psalm 144:Sb "Happy is that people, whose 
God is the Lord. 11 

--Proverbs 14:34 "Righteou sness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a reproach to any people." 

--ILLUS: Clinton Rossiter , historian "Any 
interpretation of early America's h i story that 
ignores religiou·s tradition i s essentially un
sound. 11 (Seed time of the Republic, p. 3 7) 

Chas. A. Beard , historian , "Religious 
consideration entered into the founding and 
development of every colony from New 
Hampshire to Georgia." (60-US B-9 p. 1) 

ossiter , "The free state rests squarely, 
logically and historically, on freedom of 

gion. " (Op. Cit., p . 37) 
--ILLUS: "Jefferson , and Henry- -

stoutly opposed the position of their own 
church and worked heartily with Baptist 
ministers. It is, therefore , an error to 
assume, as some do, that the unique Ameri- . 
can principles derived from deistic or 
skeptical leaders. On the contrary , they 



stemmed more nearly from evangelical 
sources." (60-US B-9 p. 7) 

- - ILLUS : Abraham Lincoln never could escape 
the influence of his Baptist mother who 
often said, "Abe, be somebody! 11 

--ILLUS : Concerning the charter of Rhode 
Island, former Chief Ju stice Charles Evans 
Hughes said: "This was the ancestor of 
the provisions for our Federal Constitution 

1· adopted 124 years later. 11 

) 

( ) Which is attacked both from within and from 
without 

20th century Scrooge who would expel! 
Christmas carols from schools. Hyprocrisy-
this crowd wants to pull out religious 
principles but leave practices that 
violate the religious principles of many. 
The cry, "Let the schools get back into the 
education business" is quite all right--if 
they mean it. 

--ILLUS: Within - -In a recent issue of Monday 
Morning, a publication for ministers of a 
certain major denomination in America, a 
minister of that faith,Mr. Grant, writes: 
"The truth is that the average Christian 
simply cannot take the 'old-fashioned gospel' 
very.-seriously anymore, at in terms in 
which he once learned it. This doesn ' t 
mean that he isn't serious about faith, or 
any less interested in following Christ. Far 
from it! He simply can't go along with 
demons, miracles, hell and a lot of other 
.things." 

The trouble is that when you dismi ss the 
miraculous from the Bible ,where do you stop? 

The deity of Christ was miraculous; His 
resurrection was a miracle, as was His 

ascension. Thus , if one "cannot go along 
with miracles II what does one preach about 



i 
on Easter Sunday? Future life after death 

a miracle. " 
2. The Foundation of Authority 

--Romans 13:la & 2-5 (READ) 
(1) Authority of Law and order 

--Romans 13:la & 2-5 (Above) 
--ILLUS: Our generation aptly described in 

Scripture: Isa. 30:9a "This is a rebellious 
people." Ezek. 7:23b "For the land is full of 
bloody crimes, and the city is full of 
violence. " Ezek. 8: 1 7b "for they have filled 

L--tM land with violence ••• " 
There are those who, under the mask of 

freedom and liberty, would destroy and violate 
very law that makes freedom and liberty 

possible. Theirs is the phil. that 2 wrongs 
make a right. Law and order must prevail! etc. 

(2) Authority of the home 

• 

--Eph. 6:1 "Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right." 

--Exodus 0:12 "Honor thy father and thy 
--ILLUS: "a total-electric home" --One in 

which every thing is controlled by a switch 
- -except the children. 

--ILLUS: Cannot put their responsibility on the 
· shoulders of the school and the church. 

--ILLUS: The real problem of the breakdown of 
the ·authority of the home arises when the 
pare.nts do not merit the respect out of which 

comes. 
(3) Authority of the Bible 

--Is. 33 :22 "The Lord is our lawgiver" 
- - ILLUS: The ideas expounded by Robinson, 

Cox, Fletcher and their kind receive wide 
ublicit has en

couraged people to question the integrity of 
the Scriptures, to suspect Biblical 

to reject authority of the Bible. And 
many a me ssed up life is a living illustration 

of the encl, of such thinking • 



3. The Foundation of Morality 
--Exegesis: In Absalom's insurrection, to prove 

his total rejection of morality and decency for 
which his father stood, he committed open acts 
of immorality upon the roof of the King's house 
in clear sight of all Israel. 

(1) Which some "religionist" would undermine. 

(2) 

(3) 

--ILLUS: News 
Report states that "Becoming 

is the doctrine of 
"situation ethics" which· downgrades moral 
systems on firm notions of right and 
wrong. wical of the "new morality" being 
preached by some churchmen is this state
ment by Anglican ishop Jehn A. T . Robin:
son in his best-selling book, Hooe st 

"Nothing can of itself be labeled as 
wrong. One cannot, instance, start 
from the position that sex relations before 
marriage are wrong or sinful in themselves. 
The only intrinsic evil is lack of love. " One 
religious-news editor commented; 'It seems 
you can get away with any kind of behavior 
if you call that behaviour love.'" 

Which some "socialogists" would lower 
--ILLUS: (pp 18-19 James Bond's World of 

Values ) "Kinsey reported 67 percent of 
college men and 60 percent of college women 
to have experienced premarital intercourse. 
Lower the educational level, and the per
centage increased for the men according to 
his research. Fifty percent of all women are 
not virgin at marriage, he claimed. On the 
basis of what he believed to be the wide-
spread practice of promiscuity, Kinsey 
suggested a realignment of sexual values to 
cohere with public practice. There have 
always been those of the "morality by nose 
count" 

Which some "opportunists" would demolish 
--ILLUS: Hefner's Playboy magazine ••• (pp 19-

20 Tames Bond's World of Values) "Playboy 



with its 300,000 plus circulation 
chiefly in the 18-30 age, single-male bracket 1 

1 trumpets sexual promiscuity and seduction of 
the innocent as the male ideal. Women are 
bunnies to be fondled, kept, used. The gi rl 
is no more than a playboy accessory. Sex 
is to be enjoyed wherever one can steal it 
without the encumbrance of responsibility or 

"1.Qyalty of any kind. 11 

--Bridge Sentence: Yet in the face of all these 
forces which threaten the foundations upon 
which stand, there is strength to be 
found in the of fortitude. 

NFIDENCE OF FORTITUDE 
7 

fl - Exegesis: The of David's-Gounsellors who fear 
for him are now ended. The then justifies his 
confidence in God. He asserts that the Lord sits 
enthroned above all that takes place on earth that 

1 disheartens his 
1. Which is Based upon the Reign of God 

f5, I I - - vs. 4a 
--Exeges is: ce and open disregard 

His law do not our Lord to cower in 
some corner nor to abdicate his throne/ still 
rema· t o d as 0H jpg5 11 before 

nee shall bow and every tongue con-

2. Which is Encouraged by the Awareness of God 
--vss. 4b-5 
--Exegesis: · At times we act as though the Lord is 

totally unaware of what is transpiring upon this 
earth. And often our prayers appear to be designed 
to bring Him .up-to-date. 

I The mention of "His eyelids" is intentional. 
When we observe a thing closely, we draw our 
eyelids together in order that our vision may be 

more concentrated and direct. Thus, men are 
open to the all-seeing, all-searching eyes of 



God. He knows what is in the depth of man 
(') and will in time deal justly with him. 
--POEM: (verses 3 and 4 of No. 78 Baptist Hymnal) 

And despair I bowed my ead: 
"There is no peace on earth, " I said, 
"For hate is and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. " 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will ' ---
W hich i s Confirmed by the Justice of God 
--vss. 6-7 
--Exegesis: God will neither allow sin to go un-

punished nor service to go unrewarded. 

CON: Poem: 
When thou pas sest throu gh the wa ters 

Deep the waves may be and cold, 
But Jehovah is our refuge, 

And His promise is our hold; 
For the said it, 

He, the faithful God and true: 
"When thou comest to the waters 

Thou shalt not go down, BUT THROUGH." 

Threatening breakers of destruction, 
Doubts insidious undertow, 

Shall not sink us, shall not us 
Out to ocean depths of woe; 

For His promise shall sustain us, 
Praise the Lord, whose Word is true! 

We shall not go down, or under, 
For He saith, "Thou passest THROUGH." 



out getting married. 
Statistics just reported from last year's census 

show that for the first time, married couples are the 
minority in America, accounting 48 percent 
all households. That's down from 52 percent 10 

years go. The number of opposite-sex couples who 
opt to live together without getting married is 7.5 
million, up 13 percent from 2009. 

A May Gallup Poll found 60 percept of 
Americans now believe it is morally acceptable for 
an unmarried man and woman to sex, while 36 
percent believe it is morally wrong. More than half, 
54 percent, said it is OK for a man and woman to 
have a baby outside of marriage, compared to 36 
percent who said it is morally wrong. 

Nearly seven in 10, 69 percent, said divorce can 
be morally acceptable, compared to 23 percent who 
disagreed. Just u percent, however, said it is OK for 
a married person to have more than one spouse at a 
time and 91 percent said that it is immoral for a mar
ried man and woman to have an affair. 

Cohabitation is with marriage not 
only as a place for sex but more and more for child
bearing, said. Fifty years ago, percent of 
children were born out Today, 41 ·. 
are born outside of marriage . 

There has been one divorce for 
two marriages. since the 1970s, and 

' ,, McManus says churches are ot 
~ the problem. About 80 percent 

I ·.j 

marriages are performed by clergy, ' 
· I 
but divorce rates in the church are 

~s high the res of society. 
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WEEK27 
Is America a Christian Nation? 
Proverbs 11:10, 11 

By Dr. Kent Spann 

As a senator in June 2007, Barack Obama told CBS: 

Whatever we once were, we're no longer a Christian 
nation. At least not just . We are also a Jewish nation, a 
Muslim nation, and a Buddhist nation, and a Hindu nation, 
and a nation of nonbelievers. 25 

Later asked to clarify his remarks, Obama wrote an e-mail to CBN 
News senior national correspondent David Brody. 

I think that the right might worry a bit more about the 
dangers of sectarianism. Whatever we once were, we're no 
longer just a Christian nation; we are also a Jewish nation, 
a Muslim nation, a Buddhist nation, a Hindu nation, and a 
nation of nonbelievers.26 

s Presiaent Obama, at a press conference in Turkey on April 
6, 2009, he said: 

of the great strengths of the United States is ... we 
have a very large Christian population-we do not consider 
ourselves a Christian nation or a Jewish nation or a Muslim 
nation. We consider ourselves a nation of citizens who are 
bound by ideals and a set of values. 

President Obama is not the only one saying that America is no longer 
a Christian nation. Jon Meacham, the Pulitzer Prize-winning editor 
of Newsweek magazine, wrote a piece in the April 13, 2009, edition 
entitled "The End of Christian America." 

25 http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageld=67735. 

26 http:/ /www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageid=67735. 
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Is America a Christian Nation? 

What do we mean when we say that America is a Christian nation? 
Let's consider what it does not mean. 

• All citizens are Christians, because in our nation one is free to be 
whatever he wishes. 

• Christianity is the established religion, because the Constitution 
prohibits the establishment of a religion. 

• All politicians must be Christian, because that would be 
unconstitutional. 

• All laws in our land reflect Christian values and beliefs, because that 
is not the case. 

So what does it mean? upreme Court Justice David Brewer (183"7-

said that America was all the nations in the world ... most 
justly called a Christian nation" because Christianity "has so largely 
shaped and molded it." Christianity made America what she is today. 
Most of our cherished traditions are derived from Christianity. That 
America is a Christian nation in this sense has been confirmed by 
presidents, Congress, and the courts numerous times. 

Why All the Hoopla? 

Why are people getting all stirred up by comments like President 
Obama's and others? Is it really that big a deal? Isn't it just semantics? 
Is it really that important? 

Listen to these words from O o ox Daniel [apin of the 
ewish Policy Center: 

[I] understand that I live ... in a Christian nation, albeit 
one where I can follow my faith as long as it doesn't conflict 
with the nation's principles. The same is open to all 
Americans and will be available only as long as this 
Christian roots are acknowledged and honored. 27 

27 http:/ /www. wallbuilders.corn/LIBprinterfriendly.asp ?id=23909. 
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Again he gives a solemn warning: 

Without a vibrant and vital Christianity, America is 
aoomed, and without America, the west is Which is 
why I, an Orthodox Jewish rabbi, devoted to Jewish survival, 
the Torah, and Israel am so terrified of American Christianity 
caving in. God help Jews if America ever becomes a post
Christian society! Just think of 

Proverbs 11:10, 11 it very clear why this is so important. 
Solomon contrasts the effect of the righteous versus the wicked on the 
life of a nation. 

The Righteous and Their Nation 

Who are the righteous? The righteous are those living in accordance 
with the proper standard as revealed in God's Word, because true 
righteousness is defined and derived from God. 

This righteousness speaks to ethical and moral behavior . of 
individuals and a nation. It reaches into one's personal spiritual life, 
the business community, and the political scene. Solomon is speaking 
thus of those who adhere to God's standard for all of life. 

What does it mean that the righteous prosper? It means they do 
well. It does not mean that the righteous always prosper economically; 
rather, they do well in the land. They abound in the land. The of the 
righteous is embraced. Sadly, in American culture today, the righteous 
are condemned, blamed, and put down. 

What is the impact upon a nation when the righteous do well? 

1. The nation rejoices (11:10). 

The Hebrew means to be jubilant, or to triumph 
(Prov. 28:12). Why is this so? Because justice and righteousness 
prevail. Things go better when God's righteousness prevails. 

2. The city is exalted (11:11). 

When the city is exalted, it means it is elevated or honored 
(Prov. 14:34; 29:4). 

28 http:/ /www.etpv.org/2007 /acwuyua.html. 



Sardis Baptist Church - July 3, 2011 

"If The Foundations Be Destroyed" 
Psalm 11:1-7 

Threatening our Moral and Spiritual Foundations: 

I. Requires A Confession of Faith - vs. la 
1. Which may appear ridiculously 

(1) Because of the threatening forces 
(2) Because of the defeat of others 

2. Which will revive the faith of others 
(1) Who may be close to abandoning the cause 
(2) Who are watching your life 

U. Evokes the Counsel of Fear - vss. 1 b-2 
1. Which admonishes retreat - vs. 1 b 

( 1) Because of the threat of violence vs. 2 
(2) Because of the spirit of despair - vs. 1 b 

2. Which the faithful must reject vss. 1 b-2 
(1) Because of their responsibility for others 
(2) Because of accountability to God 

DI. Reveals an Attitude of Frustration - vs. 3 
1. Which requires a return to the foundation of faith 
• Jude 3b "Content for the faith once delivered" 
2. Which requires a return to the foundation of authority 
• Romans 13:la & 2-5 
3. Which requires a return to the foundation of morality 

IV. Demands the Confidence of Fortitude - vss. 4-7 
1. Which is based on the reign of God vs. 4a 
2. Which is encouraged by the awareness of God 4b-5 
3. Which is confirmed by the justice of God vss. 6-7 
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