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Let's All Go to Church 
to Sing the and the 

Come Before the 
Lord with Singing 
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(Ps. 100:2; Col. 3:16; Eph. 
fhlf'fl!{<ld. 

We have a faith that sings! Do you remember your 
childhood experiences at church? Perhaps your {I 
memory still lingers on the sound of an old piano 1 

against the backdrop of bass voices bellowing "Rock of 
Ages, Cleft for Me." You the lyrjcs 
of choruses and hymns that resounded throughout the 
church buildi may remember a particular hymn 
during th invitati hen you publ icly committed your 
life to Christ. hristianity was cradled in song. 

When told she would give birth to Jesus, Mary 
expressed a song of praise to God (see Luke 1 :46-55) . 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem the an els 
celebrated by singing (see Luke 2:14). en Joseph and 
Mary presented Jesus at the Temple in Jerusalem, 
Simegp the priest glorified the Lord in song (see Luke 
2:29-32). 

The early Christians understood the value of song. 
When Paul and Silas languished in a jail at Philippi, they 
sang to comfort and encourage each other (see Acts 
16:25). Evidently their singing was a witness to the 
jailer who inquired how he also might be saved. With 
the dawn of the light of Christ breaking across the 
pagan horizon, it should not surprise us that the good 
news was spread by singing as well as by preaching. 

A singing church bears witness to the deity of God 
the Son, the glory of God the Father, and the 
empowering of God the Spirit. 

Sing the 0/d.-Many senior adult believers grew up 
cherishing the great old hymns. These hymns have 
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stood the test of time and continue to provide strong 
biblical content. We should sing the old hymns because 
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· a...Qlil~i&asQ in a worthy tradition. Little 
imagination is required to envision the trials, 
tribulations, and triumphs of hymnists such as 

- faoov who 
demonstrated a strong, consistent devotion to Christ. 
When we sing the hymns they wrote, as well as the 
hymns of many others, e partake of a grand spiritual 
legacy. The wri of Hebrews called on the spiritual 
tradition of the faithful by using the phrase, "a great 
cloud of witnesses" I 2:1 ). When we sing these songs 
penned by our ancestor brothers and sisters in Christ, 
we can feel a kinship, identify with their testimony, and 
envision them as a large congregation of witnesses 
encouraging us in the faith. 

Sing the The spiritual renewal that stirred 
thousands uring the late 60s and 70s brought a new 
expression in song. The contemporary lyrics and music 
were popular. New such as "Good 
" L " Na r " 

"Clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with 
the voice of triumph . . . Sing praises to God, sing 
praises" ( :.i7:1,6) Paul instructed the Colossian 
Christians to admonish one another with psalms and 
Hymns and spiritual songs, singing w ith thankfulness in 
their hearts to o (see Col. 3:16). Similar to the 
believers a aul taught the Colossians to 

mns a ,tua son _ 
eart to the Lord" 

the previous 
wi · · ." The previous 

verse 5:18) ds with a comma not a erio 
Consequently, the words of 5:19 show the 
result of being under the Hoy Spirit's control. Spirit
filled believers sing with conviction and fervor! 

o celebrate the grace, oodness and 
d sin to ,m a song from the 

and found a ready I , "R .-1 
reception among young people. __ .......... 

this era, such 
as " Pass It On," "Do You Really 

and to 
were included in the our 1975 

edition of Baptist Hymnal. 
oeed siog oew songs 

becau a 
particular i>cpression of praise to 

· th-centur 
evivals in England and the l 

century revivals in America, 
of songs that 
were new to that era. While we ' 
cherish them today as treasures of 
the past, we should remember also 
that at wer 

and were 
cautiously embraced. 

Presently, choruses are popular 
in many churches. Although a 
steady diet of choruses would fail 
to provide a musical balance, they 
can be a tool to reach a segment of 
our culture who neither are 

with hymns nor 
appreciate the value of older 
spiritual songs. 

The psalmist said, "Tell of His 
works with songs of joy" Q). 

· We need to sing the 
new with honesty and a sense of 
holiness to reach the younger 
generation for Christ. 

Sing with Conviction.-Whether 
the song is old or new, we should 
sing it with conviction and fervor. A 
congregation offers an appealing 
testimony when it sings 
wholeheartedly the words of a song 

l written with conviction and inspired 
by the Spirit. psalmist said, 
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Come Before the Lord with Singing 
Jesus Is the Song 

Prelude 
Call to Worship ......... "God Gave the Song" ........ Gaither 
Chorus .... ; . . .. "Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus" ... . .... LEMMEL 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in his wonderful 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace. 

Greeting 
Fellowship Hymn ... "Come, Christians, Join to Sing" 

Jesus is my He guides my life all along. 
He is my words and music, my melody, 

... MADRID 

Jesus is my song. • 

Offertory Hymn "Because I Have Been Given Much" SEMINARY 
Stewardship 
Choral Offertory ..... . ... "Let There Be Music" . ....... Young 
We Need to Sing the Old 
Hymn Medley 

"At the Cross" Hudson 
"To God Be the Glory" Doane 
"O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" Azmon 

We Need to Sing the New 
Hymn Medley 

"Majesty" Hayford 
"How Majestic Is Your Name" Smith 
"Great Is the Lord" Smith 

We Need to Sing with Conviction 
Hymn of Commitment ...... "Shine, Jesus, Shine" ..... . SHINE 
Opportunities for Service 
Presentation of New Members and Guests 
Benediction 
Choral Postlude .... .. .. .. "Shine, Jesus, Shine" . . .. .. ... SHINE 

Is My Song"-words and music by Margaret A. Robinson. © 1990 
Word Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #203734 
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Compiled by L. Forbis, directo,; and Dan Johnson, 
specialist, Church Baptist 

Su11d11y School Board, 

Since rhe "morning scars sang together music has been 
imbedded in rhe of Judeo-Chnsrian wors ip. Music, as a 
means of individual and corporate expression, is 
concomitant to rhe inception, history, and current life of the 
Christian church. 

Church musicians-minister musicians-are rhen twice blessed. 
Nor only do we share with every ocher Christian the treasure of the 
gospel the commission to spread it , but God has encrusted us 
wirh rhe loveliest and mosr pervasive of all the arrs-music
through which we may share it. 

Thar blessing irs roots in biblical admonition: 
rhe word of Christ in you richly in all wisdom; reaching 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spirirual songs , 
singing with grace in your to rhe Lord" (Col. 3: L6). 

Thar biblical injunction, coupled w,rh rhe of 
to rhe imporranc of a comprehensive Music 

Ministry in your church. T • e of Ministry are: 
• to glorify God, 
• His children, 



Quotable Quotations 

MUSIC (see SINGING) 

Mark Twain is said to have said of Richard Wagner's music: "It's not 
nearly so bad as it sounds." 

I think of music as a menu. I can't eat the same thing every day. 

When I was a kid, my folks were so poor we couldn't even afford 
electricity. I was the only boy on the block who played a kerosene 
guitar. (GEORGE GOBEL) 

Sandy, a young Scot, went to London for a holiday. On his return a friend 
asked how he had fared. "All right," he said cautiously. "But they're 
funny folk down there." 

"How's that?" 
"Well, one night very late-it must have been about 2:00 in the morn

ing-a man came banging on my door. He shouted and yelled and was in 
a nasty temper. At 2 o'clock, man!" 

"And what did you do?" 
"I didn't do anything. I just went on quietly playing my bagpipes." 

JOURNAL) 

A young man was practicing his guitar in the small hours of the morning 
when the landlord came in. "Do you know there's a little sick lady 
upstairs?" asked the landlord. 

"No," answered the musician. "Hum a little of it." 

The only time that our blessed Lord ever is recorded as having sung is 
the night that He went out to His death. (FuLroN 

at is your position in the choir?" asked the new church mem 
"Absolutely neutral," replied the mild tenor. "I don't side with either 

(REGINA 

If the Lord had intended us to sing, He'd have given us feathers. 

Music is a part of us, and either ennobles or degrades our behavior. 

Rock music sounds like an octopus making love to a bagpipe. 
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Music 

There was so much music in America I revolted . . .. It's even in 
stores and at the beautician's, and the worst thing about it is that nobody 
is listening. 

A motorist driving through the wide open spaces of the West stopped at 
a forlorn shack to ask directions. The occupant cheerfully supplied all 
the desired information. 

"I presume," remarked the motorist, "that ranching is your profes-
sion?" 

"No," his informant replied, "I'm a piano tuner." 
"Surely you can't make much of a living at piano tuning in this unset

tled region. Pianos must be mighty scarce." 
"That's true," came the answer, "but I make a nice income tightening 

up barbed-wire fences." (GREAT NORTHERN GOAT) 

Music study has great value insofar as a of it enables one to live 
more richly and wholesomely, to be a stronger, better, happier, more 
cooperative individual; to succeed more fully in the great business of 
being human. (VERNON 

A painter paints his pictures on canvas. But musicians paint their pic
tures on silence. We provide the music and you provide the silence. 

One moderately talented but immoderately self-confident musician asked 
Franz Liszt to have a look at something he had written. Liszt returned 
the score with these words: "Your work contains much that is beautiful 
and much that is novel. It's a pity that the beautiful is not novel, and the 
novel is not beautiful." (SPUTNIK) 

Late arrival at concert: The usher said they're playing the Fifth Sympho
t means we missed the first four! 

Three dowagers arrived late at a concert in the park. One said, "This 
sounds like the Sextet from Lucia." 

Another said, "No, I think they're playing the Quartet from Rigoletto." 
The third gal didn't have a clue, so she went up front to try to find out. 

Returning to their bench, she said, "You're both wrong. The sign says it's 
the Refrain from Expectorati " 

t the conclusion of the concert two ushers were applauding der 
than anybody else. The audience was impressed with the fact that th 
were true lovers of music, and then one usher suddenly stopped 
plauding. 

The other turned to him and said in a stage whisper, "Keep · , 
you idiot! One more encore and we're on overtime." (Gooo R 
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Quotable Quotations 

music was bitterly disappointed uld 
neither play nor sing. But Am&, violin-maker, said: ''There are man 
ways of making music. What matters is the song in the heart." So Anto
nio Stradivarius was encouraged to become the world's greatest 

aker. ~ EMER) 

to me is the music of the people-it tells of their work, of their 
loves, of their hopes and dreams, and of their religion. music 
speaks for the common hardworking man-it has its roots in the pio
neering spirit. (JOHNNY 

Folk music? Why Daddy, I don't know no other kind but folk music. Did 
you ever hear a hoss sing? 

A folksinger is someone who sings through his nose by ear. 
B ) 

Forty-three musicians with an average age of 22 were tested by Dr. 
Rayford Reddell of the San Francisco Hearing and Speech Center. He 
found that 20 percent of them had the hearing of 70-year-old men. Young 
people in their audiences face the same hazards. Sound levels at rock 
concerts and discotheques have been measured up to 130 decibels, equal 
to the scream of a jet fighter's engine and capable of causing irreversible 
damage. (SYLVIA 

Choirmaster No, no, Carruthers, the hymn-writer was 
ley, not Presley. 

If you have never heard the mountains singing, or seen the trees of the 
field clapping their hands, do not think because of that they don't. Ask 
God to open your ears so you may hear it, and your eyes so you may see 
it, because, though few men ever know it, they do, my friend, they do. 

A song is a lot like a handshake. You have to stick it out and see if 
anybody grabs it. Mn.I.ER) 

Some serious symphonies are musical compositions that you think will 
break out into a tune any minute, but they never do. 

My son is into music. In fact, there isn't an instrument he can't play. The 
guitar-he can't play that. The piano-he can't play that. The trumpet
he can't play that. (ROBERT 
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