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LESSONS FROM THE ANT 
LITTLE PREACHERS AND GREAT SERMONS 

SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 

INTRO: THE ALLEGHENY ANT, A COMMON SPECIES IN THE 
EASTERN UNITED STATES, HELPS ENRICH FOREST AREAS BY 
CARRYING TONS OF SOIL FROM BELOW GROUND TO THE SUR- ·· 
FACE. 

RESEARCHERS SALEM AND HOLD OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN A THREE-YEAR STUDY AND DISCOVERED 
THAT ONE COLONY OF ANTS MOVED FIFTEEN TONS OF SUB
SOIL, BUILDING CLUSTERS OF LARGE MOUNDS AND BUR
ROWING FIVE AND A HALF FEET BELOW THE SURFACE. / THIS 
"DEEP PLOUGHING" INCREASES THE NUTRIENTS, CLAY AND 
ORGANIC MATTER OF THE SURFACE SOIL IN THE FOREST. 

NO WONDER THE WRITE OF PROVER BS (6:6) SAYS, 
THE ANT .•. , CONSIDER HER WAYS, AND BE WISE. " 
ANTS MAY BE LITTLE PREACHERS BUT THEY DELIVER GREAT 

RMONS ! ONE OF THEIR GREATEST IS THE LABOR DAY 
MESSAGE RECORDED IN PROBERBS 6:6-8 . 

PERHAPS NO OTHER GENERATION HAS STOOD TO PROFIT 
MORE FROM THEIR SERMON THAN OURS. WE TEND TO BE 
CHARACTERIZED BY THAT KIND OF MENTALITY EXPRESSED BY 
SOME WAG WHO SAID, "THE GREATEST LABOR SAVING DE
VICE TODAY IS TOMORROW. II 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, IN POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC, 
SAID, "NONE PREACHES BETTER THAN THE ANT." THE WRITER 
OF PROVERBS SAYS' "IF YOU WANT TO BE WISE I IF YOU WANT I 
TO IN LIFE THEN YOU HAD PAY. TO 

OF THE THE ANT CAN TEACH us AT 
LEAST THREE 1 

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF WORK 
--NOTE: The ant is a diligent worker . you ever noticed 
how 1e..§.j: he works and what he c a rries? The 
lazy man makes excuses , but the ant does not. He seems to 
overcome almost impossible obstacles. Work · s important 
to the ant . And like the ant we are made to be creative and 



a nd produrtive . We can not escape the importance or work . 
1 . ,To Dignity 
-- eh. 6:3 " I am do ing a great work , so that I c a nnot come 
down . " 
- -EXEGESIS: wanted to engage him in debate 
but Nehemiah, realizing the importance of h i s work , refuse d 
o be d i stracted by lesser things. 
--NOTE: Something happens to the dignity of a man w hen 
he wi II not work. He soon thinks l ittle of himself and less 
of others. That is why the slothful man will use others and 
live off of society. 
- -ILLUS: The dignity of man demands that he work . My 
father-in-law Last March he 
surgery . The cancer was removed and he is re covering . 
Though having retired fro m be was empl oyed 
the t i me of his surge ry . This week while in our home he 
sa id to me, "I've got to back to work . Something h ap
pens to a pe rson who is idle! " He has back b is 

as sa lesman by his former employer and today he is 
flying home soon be at work - Not because he needs 
the but because he needs the d igni:t"Jl that work g ives 
a And a man cannot think well of h imself unless he 
knows he is doing his best = 
- -Ecc . 9: 10 "Wha_tsoever t hy hand findeth to do, do it w ith 
thy might ." 
--POEM: If a task is once begun 

Never le ave it till it's do ne . 
Be the labor great or small , 

Do it well or not at all. 2 V 
' - -NOTE: A jockey always whispered this to his horse s 

h e would are red , violets a re blue , Horses 
lose are made into glue. 3 

--ILL Wesley • 

At gighty-t hree he was 
annoyed tna he could not write more than hours a 
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1.To 

ay without hurting his eyes, and at was 
shamed he could not preach more than twice a He 
omplained in his diary that there was an increasing 
ency to lie in bed until 5: 30 in the morning. 4 

\ 
2 . To the Building of Character 

4:28 "Let him that stole steal no more;/lbut rather 
let him labor , working with his hands the thing that is good, 
that he may give to him that needeth. 

I !Jl.ClJ.5r'An idle man, Dr . Spurgeon, "makes himself 
target for the devil; and the devil is an uncommonly good 
shot . " 

1 

--ILLUS :Ke nneth Smitb had seven to spare between 
trips as motorman-conductor on a trolley line in 

where his run was covered with 
dense underbrush and a thicket. to 
seven minutes to work . At the a f he worked 
at cleaning out the brush and weeds. he turned 
t he loop that had been an eyesore into a garden. 
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In our lei sure moments we either encourage the growth 
of weeds in our souls and. minds or we clean them out. ,, 

' tJ.t. /;'rJltlfU 
3 . To Per onal Ha mess 

Hard work may not be all that is claimed for it but 
for most of us it is essential to personal happiness. Michel
angelo said that he his happiest when he had a chisel 
in his hand. 

4. To Good Health 

--Ecc. 5: 12a "The sleep of a ahari man is sweet , whether 
he ea t little or much . 11 

I 

--(E 
--ILLUS: One of the most men with whom I studied 
Greek was Dr. N . A Moore. a student at Hardin
Simmons University I lived in his home , graded papers for 
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I. THE IMPORTANCE OF WORK 

him and occasionally taught his classes when he was out. 
He taught well past the normal for retirement. His 
whole life was teaching. When retirement came and he 
lapsed into idleness he soon lost interest in life and 
eventually his emotional health. Some degree of work and 
t he personal worth it produces is essential to good mental 
health. 

II. A SENSE OF COMM UNITY 
--NOTE: The sense of community which characterizes a 
colony of ants was impressed upon me this spring. "While 
watering the ya rd I suddenly discovered that I was standing 
in the middle an ant bed. With a great sense of com
munity the ants had made a massive attack on me wh ich 
sulted in the prompt removal of my person from their pre
mises. But ants not only express a sense of community in 

..... ut also in 
ive in a community, and do their work together. All 

work, and all share from the benefits of their labor. We 
remember that work can never be a merely private 

affair. We use skills others have taught us, undertake 
'obs too great for individual effort , and usually offer our 
roduct or service others to use. 

Which Evokes Loyalty 
- -NOTE: Whether in defense or in work the ant displays a 
keen sense of loyalty. 
--El bert Hubbard has written a little note on this subject 
that has been widely used. 

If You Work For A Ma n, In He aven's Name For Him. 
If he pays wages which supply you bread and butter , 

work for him, speak well of him, stand by the institution he 
represents \ 

If you must condemn and eternally_ disparage t 
resign your pos1t 10n, and when you are out s ide , to 
your hearts conten+ , but as long as are art o f the 
institution do not f you do that, 
loosening the tendrils that are holding you to the mst1tut10n 
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firs t h igh wind that comes along , you will be up
rooted and blown away, and probably will never know the ~, 
reason why · · -• 

2. Which Accep.ts Responsibility 
--vs . 7 "Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler" 
--EXEGESIS: The ant seems t o work the 
of a command by someone in 
€:§na l because it i s a r 
writer of Proverbs wante to e elop the kind of man who 
would do the right things without having to be told to do 
them . 

man who accept responsibi lity 
· 8 

thrust upon fl(o--»i,>e -

--II 3:10 "If any man would not neither 
should he eat. 11 

- -Exegesis: Theodore Parker , one of the most controver-
ial and yet popular preachers in the 1800 ' s said , ' If 

children will not work , or will throw away their 
bread, I do not complain that He sends them to bed without 
their supper--to a hard bed, and a narrow, and a 
'Earn your breakfast before you it ,' is not merely the 
counsel of Poor Richard, but of Almightly it is 9 just 
counsel, and not hard. 11 

-APPLY: 

the 

of others is no just excuse for your indolence. In 
the ant-world you will see millions of inhabitants, but 
not one idler; all are in action. One does not depend upon 
another , or expect another to do his work. (2) That the 
lack of a leader is no just excuse for your indolence . Each 

is thi oWfi his own resource s and powers. 
reliantly each labours on, not waiting for the instruction or 
guidance of another. Trust your own inst incts; act out your 
own powers ; use t e light you have; look to God for help .104t 

ers 
a nd do nothing productive himself . 
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• 1 . Loyalty . f'>J) 

2. Responsibility 
3. Promotes 
--NOTE:-

most 
charitable people are the most productive. The stingy, 
self-centered person who begrudges what others have, 
who will not reach out to the needy and who will never go 
beyond the call of dut i s the unproductive member 

'l ~ 
of society. ~ 

when one has a sense of community, of be longing-
to something, there is charity. 

( 1) Unfortunate 
2 0: I have shewed you all things ' how t hat so 

laboring ye ought to support the weak and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus , how he said, 'It is more blessed 
to give than to receive . 111 

Timothy :8 11 if any provide not for his own, and 
pecially for those of his ovm house, he hath deni ed the 
th, and is worse than an infidel. 11 

(2) In sharing heavy load s 
--NOTE: The ants help one another. If one has a grain 
of corn too heavy for her to carry home, her neighbor s 
will come to assist her How beautifully this supports the 
counsel of the apostle, Bear ye one another's burdens . 11 
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III. PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE 
8 (The ant) 11 Provideth her meat in the summer 

(works hard all summer) and gathereth her food in the har-
vest. 11 

The ant is the model for a wise man because 
she has fores ight to plan at harvest time for the win

ter months. 

in summer, when the weathel is hot , the 
busy in gat hering food and laying it up, and does 

not indulge her ease, nor take her pleasure, as 
ho , that s0gs in t he summer and then 

erishes in t he winter . 1 
--APPLY: the ants example of preparing for the future 
we learn three practical 
(1) That the providence of God is no excuse for our not 

f planning for the future . God provides for his creatures 
t hrough the use of their own pow ers. He does not do for 
any creature wh at he has given that creature the to 
do for himself be it ant or man! 

I fPC"II -

f1-,-1-//r1c)r 
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. .1<'01{ THE FUTURE 
The Providence of God is no excuse not for 

have a s ecific time in which to make r -
paratiop. --

· The winter of our lives is fastly approaching. Have 
we made all needful preparation? 
(3) Xt must make the most of our opportunit ies. The 

, works hard during the summer and gathers her food in 
harvest. Every life has a summer and every life has 

, , s ?11 ·U? 

CON: Are you prepared for the future? Is all well be
tween you and your God? Jesus said night cometh 
when no man can work . 11 

Make the most of the opportunity this service affords 
you to say yes to Jesus Seek ye the Lord WHILE 
he may be found, call ye upon him WHILE he is near. 11 

NOW· is the accepted time; behold NOW is the 
d ay of -salvation." 
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Sardis Baptist Church 
September 2, 2012 

Lessons From the Ant 
[ A Labor Day Message] 

I. The Importance of Work 
1. To a person's dignity -- Neh. 6:3 
2. To the building of character -- Eph. 4:28 
3. To personal happiness 
4. To good health 

II. A Sense of Community 
1. Evokes loyalty 
2. Accepts responsibility -- Prov. 6:7 
3. Promotes charity -- Acts 20:35 

III. Preparation for the Future 
1. The providence of God is no excuse for 

our not planning for the future 
2. We have a specific time in which to make 

preparation -- Prov. 6:8 
3. We must make the most of our opportunities 

The ant works hard during the summer and gathers her 
food in the harvest. Every life has a summer and every 

life has a winter. "Now is the accepted time." 
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